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Message 

The L an,, 10111ation from the stage of Ship to mouth to the present larm to ship is a test  Ill oil v to the 
5UL 	of Indian ;\ericultural Research System. The total rood cram production from 2 million tones 
duriiu 1951 lo the prcse nt 205 million ones signals a co-ordinated effort anlong scientists, farmers. 
poll-,  maker, and above all the people of this land. Pundit Jass aharlal Nehru in his first address to the 
nati m mentions "Lver\ thmc can wait, hut not agriculture". This was lollossed up by the famous slogan of 
Li! 	ahadur 1ustri Jai Jass an. Jam Kissan". 

Des  Ic incrcimeLl production and availability of food grains, there is a sizable section of our community 
bek 	posert: I nc. With the opening of market globally, on an international scale, competition has conic 
in t i unit \ifu: of agricultural produces. At this juncture. It.s important that the agriculture estension 
s\ ste ii needs a tesv focus. This focus is given by the establishment of Krishi \igyan Kendras in each and 
eve 	district of India. Appropriately market led extension is also gaining importance. 

The 	rislii \He' an Kendra. Palakkad located at Regional Agricultural Research Station. Pattambi is one 
of t ii earliest Krishi \ig\ an Kendras in the country. It has done commendable and visible o ork in the rice 
boy I of Keaa a Palakkad. The K\'K is celebrating its Sils er Jubilee during 2004. During the celebrations 
lie S \'K is p iblishing a detailed book on its activities, achievements and future programs. I complement 
lie Univcrsii. its Director of Lxtensiomi, Training Organizer of KVK. Palakkad and his staff for the 
initi lives tal cit. I ss ish the publication \\ Ill  be of immense use to all others in the Indian agriculture 
c\U 1 sian scrv cc s\ stem. 

Dccc niher. 2 
Ne Delhi 

Dr. ) J)\5 
Deputy I )i rector General I AE I 

Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
Krtsht A nusandhan B havan, Pusa 

Ne\s Delhi- Il)) (112 



Message 

iii: Li-o\\ th  (III ndian agriculture is dependent on ltD million f'arni families cultivating 110 million hectares 
of end. It i i tipossible to reach such a huge number Of tanners. The effecuve dissemination and transfer 
of .i propniu 	echnologies to needy tanners is very much essential or increasing agricultural production 
in I e counl 	It is very difficult for farmers' to gather latest information of technokgie.s from various 
research Ins: eutes. Keepine this in iew the WAR. Ne\\ Dcliii  established a network of Krisht \ tgyan 
Ken iras (K' K) in the country covering most of' the rural districts to function as single windoss system. 
svi crc all iil(tmation are made available to the needy Ilirniers of the region. 

fle KV Ks create awareness and motivate farmers for adopting modern technologies by conducting regular 
Oil Illd off :j npus training programmes, undertaking on farm testing frontline demonstrations and 
pr,  v iding I rri advisory services. The cardinal principle in all the trainitig activities is learnitig by 
dcii g' and i lipartilig skill-oriented training. Krishi Vigvan Kendra. Palakkad is no exception to it. And, 
th 	KVK has done yeomen services to the farming community of Palakkad district in particular and 
Ker .ila state in general since its inception in 1979. 

It 	nice to I ear that KVK Palakkad, celebrating its Silver Jubilee has done a lot of commendable extension 
app oaches cia.. cooperative farming. women's group enterprises, transtdr of technology through master 
trainees. 

iir 1 'erv glad that KVK is bringing out a document on ucliievenients so far made by the centre. This 
pt blication isacollection of information about the progress so far made by the KVK since inception. I 
C( igratulan KVK Palakkad. appreciate their contributions, and extent my sincere thanks to the scientists 
v ii have H ught laurels to this KVK. 1 am sure. this publication ssill help its users in theirendeasors for 
ge rcrating ned based technologies for farmers and using the sante for better satisfaction and income. 

I v sh KVb. Palakkad success in their endeavour. 

Se1 tenther 17. 2004 
Ila iga lore 

Dl-. S. Pra b It u Ku nia r 
Zonal Coordinator 

Transfer of Technology Proecis (l( 'AR 
Zonal Coordinating Unit - Zone VIII 

NDRI ('arnpus. Adugodi 
I3angaiore - 500 ()3I) 



Foreword 

Krishi \e\an  Kendra. lilakh ad( F)71 -2OH-tj is the first of its Luid oft I ic Kerala Aericuhural 
I 'ni\ersitv. being the prcstgi1s transfer of technologs project of the Indiwi Council lot-

.A L'nC I I It i ra I 

or

.Aerieu]tiral Research. This Kendra is eclebrating the year 2001 as the SilsCl-  Jubilee year. 

The Keridra has earned a name 11r itseft in the :\ricuftural scenario of PalaLLad through 

its par ilL ipator\ approaches. 

The riivalives on group farnirno approaches. ssomeri entrepreneurship and sponsored 

empIftr trainino proeraninics are some of the inane comniendahie efforts of this Kendra. 

Tlrrougf its I )n farm testme and Front line demonstration proeratonies, the centre has to 
a great rtent aided in populariiirig the itess technologies o our research station. 

I am fa p\ that a publication is heine brought out on the occasion of the iIver Jubilee. The 

pubIietion is \\ ell  draIed and presented and o ill dehnitel\ portray the sigirificaiit activities 

of the Kendra in tile past Th years. 

\eiiirf Lara 
	

l)r. K.V. Peter 

Dec,-,  i her 2004 
	

Vice (hance I or 
Kerala Agricultural I Ink ersitv 



Preface 

krish \igvnl Kcndri. PalaLkad ssas established on October 2 1979. in the premises of 
tltc K 211onal Anricultural Research station. Patta III bi. The objectise behind establishing 
this tiansier of technology project of ILAR has been to bridge the gap between the farmer 
and rv arch stations. The training programmes based on the felt need of farmers. Lab to 
land rugram III es'. On farm testing'Front Line demonstrations'. Client oriented research 
and 	ohlcni oriented research are the varions programmes implemented to achieve this 
ohjecHse. 

The Lundra has also been successful in promoting quite a few agro based enterprises. The 
support given to group ilce farming in and around PalaLkad district has gained much 
appreciation. The K\ K has established linkages ss tb many of the s ci arc and development 
depat tn ents to implement its programmes. 

The participatory  approach and team work of the personnel at the Kendra has helped in 
creatinf a coveted place in the heart of the farming baternitv. 

Nlani LitIry 	 Dr. M.K. S'hecla 
I )eeembcr 2004 
	

Director of Extension 
Kerala Agricultural University 



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS USED 

ADS 	 Area Development Society 
ATIC 	 Aericul tural Technology Information Centre 
CDS 	 Community Development Society 
DRDA 	 District Rural Development Agency 
DST 	 Department of Science and Technology 
DWCRA 	Development ot Women and Children in Rural Areas 
FAS 	 Farm Advisory Services 
FOIS 	 Fish Oil Insecticidal Solution 
FSRE 	 Farming Systems Research and Extension 
GALASA 	Group Approach for Locally Adapted and Sustainable Agriculture 
GKY 	 Ganga Kalyan Ylana 
HYVP 	 High Yielding Varieties Programme. 
IAAP 	 intensive Agricultural Area Programme 
IADP 	 intensive Agricultural District Programme 
WAR 	 Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
IRDP 	 Integrated Rural Development Programme 
UK 	 indigenous Technical Knowledge 
1VLP 	 institute Village Linkage Programme 
KIIDP 	 Kerala I lorticultural Development Programme 
KVK 	- Knshi Vigyan Kendra 
KIRT\DS 	Kerala Institute for Research Training and Development of SC/Si 
LLP 	 - Lab to Land Programme 
MWS 	- Million Wells Scheme 
NABARD 	National Bank of Agriculture and Rural Development 
NARP 	- 	National Agricultural Research Project 
NATP 	 National Agricultural Technology Programme 
NES 	 - National Extension Service 
NHG 	 Neighbourhood Help Groups 
NWDPRA 	National Watershed Development in Rainfed Areas 
ORP 	 Operational Research Programme 
PCARDBS 	Primary Cooperative Agricultural and Rural Development Banks 
PLI' 	 Potential Linked Credit Plan 
PMIUPEP 	Prime Ministers Integrated Urban Poverty Eradication Programme 
PRA 	 Participatory Rural Appraisal 
SOS Y 	 S\\ ar  a J avanth i Gram S\\arozgar  Yojana 
SJSRY 	 Ssvarna i ayan hi Sahari Rozgar Yoj una 
SITR\ 	 Supply of Improved idols to Rural Artisans 
SOME 	- Scheme Hr I. rhun Micro Enterprises 
THAP 	- 	leeh no I()g\ Es al uation and Impact i\ssessmeit Pu ieei 
TRACES 	Tracking Agricultural Pi'rrpect and klHctive and Scientific Coorcir ition Samithi 
TRYSE'\I 	1 raining (or Rural Youth in Sell Emplorment 
I & V Ssteni 	- 	'I ruining end Visit S\siem 
UNCED 	 I nited Nations (onlerence on Liis ioianent mit Deselopinent 



TRAINING ORGANIZERS (1979— 2001) 

	 >))) 

19 7o)  to 198 I 	- 	Dr. 0. Ahdulrahnian KLIHJLI 
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ClIAI [ER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

FL Krklii V  g\aii kendras (K\Ks) hose thei 
or cm, tiom 1 12 recommendations ol the Education 
Coi lmiSsl( ii ( 1)64-(0) which constituted a 
coo ulittee emider the chairmanship of Dr. Mohan 
Si Ilia Mebt i The Indian Council of Aericultural 
EL eareIi (l('\R) translated these recommendations 
MIC the concept of reality by instituting Erishi 
Vie an Kell -1 	(Farm Science ('entres) to provide 
a icehjiimni or vocational aericultural tramnino. 
to n mimi/c the time lag betsseen the generation of  
agn cultural iechnologv and its adoption by the end 
usc s. The rst KVK was established in 1974 in 
R niieherr iiiider the administrative control of the 
Tonol Nadu ,\grieultural ilniversits. India has 
so L med a sip iificunt risc in agricultural production 
in v. hieh IL contribution of the KVKs is quite 
pLmmeu and vital. With this conviction, the 

(ios ernnlent ol i lid ia pronorileeLi from tinie to time. 
the establishment of KVK in each district of the 
countr\. As on date there are 47  KVKs established 
in India. III this context it is worth mentioning that 
Kerala State is the first in the country In getting 
KVKs in all the districts. 

The EVE is a unique institution sx hich does not 
hase any iardlei in the country. KVK tries to 
pros ide an effective mechanism for inking the 
researeil sciemltists \s ith the farmers. The salient 
eatures of EVE in the field of Agric Lill ni-al 

Estension include 
. 	institutional nature 

Farm based activities 
Inhuilt research extension linkages 
Multi-discipl i nary team of scientists 



r Participatory management 
GO-NGO partnership 
Conipreliensive and broad-based approach 

r Need based research/extension formulations 
Institutionalized feed hack 
Feed forward arrangements with due consi-
deration to agri-ecological environment and 
production systems. 

The concept of KVK, right from the beginning 
rested in its flexibility, resiliency and sensitivity to 
the changing needs and opportunities. The mandate 
in the early stages of its establishment was confined 
to the emphasis of imparting trainings on crop 
production, horticultural production, livestock 
production, fisheries, farm machinery and tools, 
home science and other allied vocational enterprises. 
But, with the changing scenario in the country, the 
mandates of the KVK have become more elastic, 

flexible and comprehensive a hasten the :rocess 
of revolution in agricultural I n duction. Na .v, the 
mandate of a KVK covers act s ties like vo inonal 
trainings to various segni( n s of the farming 
community, in-service tra F ag of ext: sion 
officials, front line demon;t a! ions and on-farm 
testing with due considerat u i ii prevailin a agro-
climatic conditions, producin n ysteiiis and iicro 
environments. 

The KVK Palakkad was esalished by the CAR 
at Pattambi on October 2, H7') under the Kerala 
Agricultural University. It ias succes fully 
completed 23 years of its cxi tence in the I icid by 
serving the farming communil '. Vi attempt is made 
in this Publication to tra e the grow L and 
development of this institutio r .ver a perio:l of 25 
years and the impact it has pix duced on agri .:iilture 
and rural development. 
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CHAPTER - 2 

BACKDROP OF AGRICULTURAL 
EXTENSION IN INDIA 

Ar:r cultural estension in India has matured over 
thy \CUF5 since independence. The evolution of 
K', ' N as an (xieflSiOii institution in this SYStem Call 
be best ar pee iated only ft rouch a better 
uric] crstandi ri of the emergence of agricultural 
e\li nsion as ,een today. 

A r.ipid ap:i'nisal of the extension approaches 
adopted ill I iidia reveals that during the pre-
ink penden L .k'cades, sporadic and isolated efiorts 
Jill] 'd at rLi'al development and agriculture were 
adnted by ,r few welfare minded individuals. The 
[ii LI ICs el functionaries otherwise known as 'Villace 
Gin ie' of these projects. were not trained but \s ere 
ieL]ilired to i'rftrm  a' ss hole-role,  uldisseininatine 
krv\vledge aird information related not only to 

agriculture, but other development aspects of the 
people as well. 

The 'whole role' concept ss as well appreciated by 
the Government of India and was ultimately adapted 
to a great extent m its Comprehensive Community 
Development Programme (('Dl') and National 
Estension Service (NES) launched during fifties. 
But from mid sixties onwards, this approach was 
replaced by production-oriented approach. 

In the initial stages of development, the emphasis 
on i mple men tab on of the programmes ai iii in g at 
LI Lii ek and Intensive food production in reso u ice 
endo\\ ed  areas (lADE 1AA1 and HYVP I enhanced 
the food production level remarkably, but created 

3 



the socio-econonlic disparities heiss een regions and 
farmers. The Government Of India entrusted the 
task for evoking relevant production technologies 
and strategies for first line extension system in the 
country to ICAR. 

With a view to strengthening the research extension 
farmer linkage. Training and Visit Programme 
(T&\") was introduced in 1974. Regular training 
of extension functionaries at different levels and 
their prefixed visits to selected contact farmers were 
also taken up. The research based programmes such 
as National Demonstration Scheme (NDS). Lab to 
Land Programme (LLP). Operational Research 
Project (ORP) etc. were launched during this period. 

Farming System Research / Extension (FSRE) 
emerged as a response to the need to identify 
opportunities for appropriate technology change 
among poor farmers. This approach was 
characterized by an applied problem solving 
approach. conducted by multidisciplinary teams 
with a degree of farmer's participation and effective 
linkages of researchers and extension workers. 

A large number of projects for productivity 
enhancement through centrally sponsored schemes, 
externally aided projects and private initiatives of 
local communities and NGOs were initiated during 
late 1980's. The largest project in terms of scope 
and extent was the National Watershed 
Development Project for Rainfed Areas 
(NWDPRA), implemented by the Ministry of 
Agriculture. Impact evaluation studies both on the 
ground and through remote sensing techniques 
showed that watershed based interventions led to 
increase in groundwater recharge, increase in 
number of wells and water bodies, enhancement of 
cropping intensity, changes in cropping pattern, 
higher yields of crops and reduction in soil losses. 

The NWDPRA was restructured by retaining the 
technical strengths of the older programme and 
incorporating the lessons learnt from successful 
projects. especially on community participation. It 

is now mandatory for the v a e shed devek ment" 
to he planned. implcmeri al. monitor.' i and 
maintained hv the s atershed -",I-  munity thei selves. 

The farmer centered apprcia h as in devel inient 
were initiated in Asia based n the Action Ian of 
the. United Nations Conferenc en En ironir aiit and 
Development (1 JNCED) held n .Fune, 1992. -ariller 
centered model of intei: aed participatory 
development in agricultu ' 	ave empho is on 
community empowerment. omen partner; lip in 
decision making, focused on ainfed areas and thus 
helped to improve natural r oirces managcment, 
sustainable agriculture, food ecurit\ and' overty 
alleviation. 

National Agricultural Technc .oy Project (I' ATP) 
was launched in 1998. The di verse activities of the 
Project, planned under the if r e major compcnents 
were 

(i) 	Agro-ecosystem Ros a ch. 
innovations in Techn ihwy Dissemination, 
and 

(iii) Organization and NO a.: gement Sy tarn. 

National Agricultural Reseaac i Project Phase I was 
implemented during 198( - I with re ;earch 
components of food crop;, cii seeds, farming 
systems and basic research. N ARP Phase II was 
implemented in April, 198 'vith the components 
VIZ., horticulture & P1- , soil and water 
management, farm machinery aumal nutrition and 
management, and agrofores 

Under ICAR, the KVK systen was stren,gthered to 
cover all the districts in the coin try during 1 Plan 
period. Further, 20 Agrici hiural Technc logy 
Information Centres ((ATIC) were establish ad in 
Phase I for providing single sv r Jew delivery stem. 

Indian Agricultural Ext r sionlDevelop ment 
System 

In the Indian context, tfe'e are four major 
organizational streams devo:e .10 extension york 

4 



or ericulu al and allied prluetion. 
• The ICA 	2xtension ss stern 
• I \tensiou 	stem oldie Ministry ilAericulture/ 

aic Ariciiltural and Allied Departments 
• Lxtensur s\stCnl ol the Ministry of Rural 

1 )e\ elopment / State I )es eloprueni Departments. 
• I )evcloprni nt s orks of NGOs 

IC\ R Extension System 

AR is ru sionsihie for first-line extension 
act' ities 011011"ll its four main programmes. 

'ational l)enionstrations 
Farm Scen cc Centres (KVK) 
)pe rat tonal Research Pro.ICct  
Lab to [arid Programme 

From eighth Five Year Plan onwards, WAR decided 
to I ierge tl c three programmes into the Farm 
Seii nec Certms with the Ibilowing three dominant 
oh i cti yes: 

arni Ac\isorv Services 
vocation a I Training 
)n- farii escarch Trial 

TI C Farm hcicrmce model is down to earth in its 
al:p roach :n1 functions on the principles of 
'ii aelming h' doing' and learning by doing' 

Ext elision stem of the Ministry of Agriculture/ 
Sin te Agrk til lural and Allied Departments 

Atr independence, the Nation was concerned more 
al- cut food elI-sufficiency. Rice production had to 
hi maximi ei and the first ever revolution br 
III,) lertil/allon of Indian AgriCulture came into 
hi Ing,  thre i. gh the Community Development 
Pregramnue . The productivity of food grains like 
paedy icacl cd a plateau by 1970s. During this time 
the Kerala Land Reforms Act was implemented 
rvsultiiig in the fragmentation of farni holdings. The 
ne t itutmali e of the government agencies was the 
H'I V proI i z mmii alias high yielding variety 
pi egramnir 	Kerala iiinos ated the so called 'Ela 

programme' in tIre padd fields forming part of the 
micro watersheds. Under the [Ia programme the 
personnel of the Agricultural Department were 
entrusted \\ ith  the distribution (d inputs at 
suhsmdi/ed rates and the management of crop loans. 
Agricultural Demonstrators were redesignated as 
Agricultural Oft icers. Then came the T& A,  System 
s h cli was the complete answer to the dial lenges 
Agricultural of Extension. With this programme. 
mnos ations could he farmer originated in which 
ease the Extension Scientist could replicate them 
scientifically and validate them. 

The Kerala Horticulture I)evelopment Programme 
(KIIDP) \\ as  a poly crop based programme 
encompassing fruit and vegetable crops integrated 
HIM the homestead farming s stem. It innovated 
the approach of entrusting implementation to a 
couple of self help groups constituted locally of 
concerned farm faii mImes. It horross ed from T & V 
System the idea of selecting master farmers. 

The most recent project being r mpleniented at 
Attappady (Palakkad District) is a Japanese funded 
programme for ecological restoration of hilly 
terrains, the units of intervention bemg watersheds. 
designated as development units. 

Extension System of the Ministry of Rural 
Development I State Development Departments 

The Government of India had taken a decision to 
restructure and revamp sonic of the poverty 
alleviation programmes through the Ministry of 
Rural Development. In accordance with this. it was 
decided to merge all the se I f-emp lovnient 
programmes viz. Integrated Rural Development 
Program (IRDP), Development of Women and 
Children in Rural Areas (,DWCRA). Training for 
Ru ral Youth ni Self Employment (TRYSEM 
Supply of Improved Tools to Rural Artisans 
(S ITRA) and (iamtga Kalyan Yolna (OKY) as cell 
as Million Well Scheme (MWS) uito one self 
enip by ment programme, o h ich was known as 
S warna .la\ anthi Grani Swarozgar Yojamia (S(S Y). 



Swarna Javanthi Shahari Rozear Yojana (SJSRY). 
another poverty alleviation programme comparable 
to SUSY was implemented in urban areas. This 
scheme has replaced earlier schemes like Scheme 
for Urban Micro Enterprises ((StJME), Prime 
Ministers Integrated Urban Poverty Eradication 
Programme (PMI UPEP) etc. Formation of 
Neighbourhood Help Groups (NHGs), Area 
Development Societies (ADS) and Community 
Development Societies (CDS) have also been 
implemented in Palakkad District during 1998- 
2000. 

Development works of NGOs 

Most of the programmes of the State Rural 
Development Department, Agriculture Department, 
banking sector and the like are implemented through 

the NGOs too. The advania ies of this se( [or has 
been that their operations J tot get affeied by 
the red tapism of gov(.I iment machinery. 
Community based acti vii s of Young lens 
Christian Association (YMCA). Bharat Sevak 
Samai (BSS). Nehru Yuva K nclras etc. aru vorth 
mentioning in this regale Education based 
community models of Mithr in kethan. Peermedu 
Development Society (PDS) Abhaya, Integrated 
Rural Technology Centre ([VC) are note v.orthy. 

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, PaN kftad (at Pat:mbi) 
established during 1979 a so had undergone 
refinement through these si et s of evolu ion of 
Agricultural Extension. TN. changes th.:i: had 
occurred in the scenario of A ri :ultural Extension 
get reflected in the activities o KVK als as is 
evident in the following page 

6 



CHAPTER-3 

KVK PALAKKAD AND THE EXTENSION SCENARIO 

Aca)rdillg to Dr. Mohan Sinha IVlehta Committee, 
cojiiituied in 1974, the KVKs were envisaged to 
he t ie centres for demonstration of cutting edge 
al-fl 	cc hnolo 	for the fat -s.1.  

M.NE)ATES OF KVK 

H 	hc Kcnira will impart learning through work 
x perle ice and hence s ill he concerned with 

technical liieracy. the acquisition of which does 
tot nece sirily require a precondition of the 
hil liv to ic ad and write. 

2 	The Kenir t will impart training to only those 
\vorkers v io are already employed or to the 

practising farmers and fishermen. In other 
words, the Kendra will cater to the needs of those 
who are already employed or those who wish to 
he self employed. 

3) There will he no uniform syllabus for the 
Kendra. The syllabus and programme of each 
Kendra will he tailored to the felt needs, natural 
resources and potential for agricultural growth 
in that particular area. 

Krishi \/igyan Kendra is an innovative first line 
ransfer of technology project which aims to reduce 
he time lag between the generation of technology 
md its adoption by farmers in the larger interest of 

7 



the farming community and nation. The KVK. 
Palakkad is imparting need based, skill oriented 
training for the needy farmers of Palakkad district 
III various disciplines like Agriculture. Horticulture. 
Social Forestry, Animal Husbandry. Fishci es and 
Home Science. Unlike the conventional way of 
giving trainings. the KVK is disseminating 
knowledge to the grass root level farming 
community by organizing trainings with emphasis 
to work experience. The syllabus for each training 
is so tailored as to cater to the specific felt needs of 
each group of trainees. 

In order to achieve the above objectives, the KVK 
performs the following major functions through an 
integrated approach incorporating the following 
programmes. 

1) Farm advisory services (Lab to Land 
Programme, National Demonstration etc) 

2) On farm research (Problem oriented research. 
client oriented research and watershed 
programmes) 

3) Need based trainings to farmers, grass root level 
workers and trainers. (On campus and off 
campus) 

4) Consultancy services (Farmers and farmer 
groups) 

5) Collaboration with three-tier system of 
governance, for imparting training and technical 
(Yuidance, preparation of action plan and 
monitoring of rural development programmes. 
(Linkages and collaborative programs) 

THRUST AREAS 

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Palakkad employed PRA 
tools to identify the thrust areas for its activity. 
The following thrust areas were identified. 
I. Drought proofing measures 

a) Rain water conservation and harvesting 
b) Sustainable crop productivity 
c) Alternate land use system through farm 

diversification 

Resource mobilization I iriiigh group .ction 
to overcome resource pc lines 5. 

III. Income generating actin it es 	Traini io and 
facilitating forward link. g:. 

IV. Women empowerment. 

Palakkad tract, once known a. the rice howl of 
Kerala is Linder the threat or :aishing rice fields. 
The common constraints n sustainab rice 
productivity of the tract were assessed to hi: 

• Increasing thrust on ca h crops - con . orsion 
of prime rice lands 

• Nutrient and pest pra ms conseqiont to 
monocroppi ng 

• Moisture stress durir!g growth periot: 
• Usage of conventioria varieties and non-

availability of quality cods 
• Limited use of orgarti rianures, coiposts 

and hiofertihzers 
• Gender discrimination in farming ac:ivities 
• Labour shortage in pe k seasons 

Efforts made by KVK to addr ss some of the issues 
are: 

• Introduction of drotig lit tolerant varieties 
released from RARS, 1artambi 

• Dry land agricultural p actices to ovi :ome 
moisture stress in i o lahoratioi with 
watershed deveiopmer t :rogramme 

• Organizing women roups for rice 
cultivation and streng honing the e sting 
Sami this 

• Appropriate rice farm n.chanizatior 
• Integrated pest and disra:;e management 

In line with the mandates anc It trust areas iden:ified 
for the district by various agenc ies and the role VK 
is expected to play in technoloy transfer, the iSiOfl 

and mission of KVK. PalakL J are framed. 

VISION 

Krishi Vigyan Kendra. PalaU ii should staid out 
as a transfer of technology ci nire in the national 
scenario, live with innovative I, cr :nsion appreaclies 
and technical know how. 
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Table I. Actian points sUCsteL! under Potential Linked Credit Plan 2002 -07 for Paliikkad disiriet picpatcd Nv 
Nl:i\R1) 

trust ai'ca tritegv Action Points 
Li m \s atci nlinaecmcnt ('onscivation of rain 55 ater Con\truction of structures 

I Io I 	I I-I-i 	I 	oil 
cc velopmc ii 

E\ploitine all minor water 
resources 

Constiuction of surface \\ C111  and shalloss 
tuLic \vef Is 

(lop diver ilicatmn Increase area undcr fruits 
and venetables 

Productivit\ of rice and milicis is lo\v and 
there is need for diversification to horticulture 
crops such as mango, hiin;aia and coconLit. Fruit 
pioccssiiie 	and 	marketing 	sh 	u d 	b ole 
systemati7cd b\ 	des eloping 	appropriate 
i nf'rast inc t U Fe. 

MISSION 

The mission of KVK framed is the development of 
Parkkad di Ir et with respect to natural resources 
and ittman rcsc urces. the people of this district should 
di n ufv this I erfl development centre as an enterprise 
pin nottng 11d capacitv-huildi rig unit. Also, our 
miss ton is re 111-M hard to protect and preserve the 
na eral resources of the Bharathapuzha hell. 

IRLSENT STAGE OF KVK 

Tfc thrust of I lie X Five Year Plan ison modernizing,  
Indian agriculture and reducing rural poverty by 
PI,  itoting value addition, accelerating agri-
hu ness, streitgthening rural infrastructure and 
nttc -o finance interventions. In Kerala, the grass root 
fe c I platintie in the form of People's Plan / Kerala 
Des elopme it Project complements the national 
age tda and areas such as high value agriculture. 
agri-procet sing. inbrniation technology, rural 
((ii ista, niarket-led-exiension etc. have heeti 
deitttfied let development through credit and 

tecl nologv. 

11w 1 tenwil Linked Credit Plan (PLP) for 
I ikkad I) trier prepared by NARARD is a 

ccii prelIC11W C documentation of pote ii tials for rural 
eearronite act vittes: it also assesses the gaps in 
III rastructu re/linkage support. According to this. 
lb 	thrust a wis. strategies and action potnis have 
beei identilied in Table I 

The two major activities envisaged are: 

1) Land Development 

• There is an urgent need for greater 
coordination by the Department of Soil 
Conservation, Agriculture and financial 
institutions in preparing specific area plans/ 
schemes and its implementation 

• Soil Conservation Wing at district level 
should be strengthened 

• Awareness gap about techno-etonomic 
parameters and the importance of the sector 
has been identified as one of the major short 
coniings for successful implementation of 
Land Development schemes. Suitable steps 
like conduct tug awareness programmes may 
he taken up by the Government Departments 
/ Development Agencies. 

2) Farm Mechanization 

• Kerala A.gro Ittdttstries Corporation or 
Regional Agro Industries Corporation may 
ensure supply of farm equipments within a 
reasonable ttme after granting the bank loan. 

• The State Government may consider making 
the subsidy schemes credit linked. 

• More Agro Service Centres may he 
eticouraged by the Government/Banks in the 
district. 



CHAPTER-4 

PROFILE OF PALAKKAD DISTRICT 

Palakkad District is a landlocked district situated 
in the central region of Kerala. The district economy 
is predominantly agrarian and has the largest share 
in terms of the gross cropped area and the area under 
irrigation in Kerala. However, the district is 
undergoing a change in the industrial front and 
Palakkad is one of the industrially advanced districts 
of Kerala in recent times. The district accounts for 
about 11.5% of the total land area of the state with 
the share of the population being 8.2%. 

As per the reorganization of wards tinder the new 
Panchayath Raj System, the district is divided into 
25 District Panchayath Wards, 13 Block 
Panchayaihs with 140 Block Panchayath Wards, 90 
Grama Panchayaths with 1308 Grama Panchayath 
Wards and four Municipalities. 

Palakkad district falls under .vst coast plaiii and 
Western Ghat zone. The disti ;t :an be divided into 
two natural divisions viz, the :Tountainous highlands 
and the undulating midlands ard on the pi'sical 
features. The mountainous I ighlands are rrostly 
concentrated in the northern arc suthern parts which 
extend from either side tip to ii e Palakkad Ghats on 
the east. A major part of the rem Jr ing area is midland 
region of gently undulating lLn I if paddy fields and 
low hills of mixed cropped -lit lens. The iml:ortant 
soil types are laterites along wes erii and northwestern 
parts and red soil and black sa I ii the caster: parts 
adjoining Tamil Nadu. 

The district has an extent of 2. 51 ha of wast.1ands 
in different categories. Atta11adv valley, th only 
Tribal Development Block ii tie district, acecunts 
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1)1ST RICT PROFILE AT A GLANCE 

Name oF the District Palakkad 
(:)craphicd area 4389.80 sq. kiii. 

Particulars No 
Blocks : 13 
Taluks 5 
Village 167 
Nlunicii:ilitics : 4 
Distnct ljncha\a1h Wards : 25 
Block 	Panchayaths 13 
Block Panchayath Wards : 140 
(ira ma I 	nch aya t is : 90 
(irama ft nchavatli Wards : 1308 
Rainfall (mm) 2390 

Details of Agriculture 
Land k 1111sation Pattern - 1999-2000 in ha 
a) 	Geographical area : 4.38,980 
hI 	Foresi 

c) Laid put to nonagricu tn ral use 
, L36.257 

11.514 
d) Barrc 1 & uncultivahie land 3,402 
C) 	Lard under miscellaneous tree crops : 1,794 
f) 	Cut u 	able waste : 16.622 
g) 

	
Fah ow other than current : 6.570 

N) 	Ctirrcnt fallow : 13,267 
i) 	Net sown area : 2.17.176 

Gross cropped area : 3.04.507 
k) 	Nei irrigated area 65,057 

Irrigation 
a) 	By canals 40.159 
h) 	13y wells . 12,909 
c) Bytaiks : 3,738 
d) Mi i -  & lift Irrigation : 693 
e) By other sources : 7.558 

Size ol haldings No. Area (ha) 
a) 	Lcs 	han I ha : 3.36.709 (87) 60.017 (341 /r) 
h) 	Beiwen 1 and 2)  ha : 30,214(8%) 41.155 (23c4) 
c) 	Above 2 ha 20,636(5%) 77,412 (43%) 

3.87,559 (1001/() 	1.78,584 (100%) 
Animal Husbandry (1996 Census) 
a) Plc uch animals 
b) Da .r animals: 

 

:34.571 

    

    

    



I . Cattle 
ii. Buffaloes 

c) Sheep 
d) Goat 
e) Poultry (No. of birds) 

Population (in 000) 
a) Male 
b) Female 

Total 

Classification of workers 
a) Cultivators 
b) Agricultural labourers L- 

c) Household/cottage Industries 
d) Allied agro activities 
e) Other workers 

3,03,526 
16,439 
490 
1,62,188 
22,73,383 

1991 Census 
1.156 
1,226 
2,382 

97.289 
3,48.299 
21,904 
24.796 
2,94,075 

2 )(Il (Provisioi.) 
I 26 
1351 
2.6 7 

(Source: Potential linked credit plan ( f NABARD, 1002) 

for a major share of the total waste lands in the 
district. The reclamation of waste lands are a key 
area for development of the district. 

Palakkad district with the largest cropped area in 
the state also accounts for the largest number of 
farm machineries. Nearly 35 percent of the 
registered tractors and tillers in the state are in this 
district. Considering the non availability of local 
labourers for timely farm operations and the upward 
trend in wage rates, farm mechanization has become 
an integral part of farming in the district. Although 
there is a wide gap between the power requirements 
for farm operations and its availability in the district, 
the high initial investment cost, seasonal nature of 
the requirements, undulating topography and the 
fragmented nature of the holdings are limiting 
factors affecting popularization of the farm 
mechanization. However, increase in mechanization 
may be necessary considering the nonavailability 
of local labourers for timely farm operations and 
the upward trend in wage rates. 

Dairy development is one of the major economic 
activities taken up lit the district. As per 1996 
Census. the district has 363338 cattle and 35693 

buffaloes. There has been a dr she reduction in the 
buffalo population during the 1 isi 10 years. 1' icre 
are 98 Veterinary Institutions ' eirinary hosnials, 
dispensaries and poly clinic) and 166 Art cial 
Insemination Centres. Furthc r [3 Dairy Exten sion 
Centres and one Dairy Traini ig Centre arc .ilso 
functioning in the district. A i nial Health (are 
Centres are also provided by N1I ...MA. In the p 1 try 
sector, large-scale influx of p i Icy birds from the 
neighbouring states and the i .s iltant low price 
create problems for broiler faTers in the disirict. 

Palakkad being a landlocked 3 strict, the fisf cries 
potential is limited to inlandJfrc h tkatersector. The 
district ranks first in terms n fresh water Lrea 
brought under culture with as is ance from Fish 
Farmer's Development Agency The Malampuha 
National Fish Seed Farm is thc aigest fresh v ater 
fish seed farm in Kerala. 

The major mineral resource ava: able in the di1 ict 
is limestone, which is widely t sed in the cement 
industry. Decorative granite A, nc is availab in 
Attappady. Granite for constr,E tinn purposes cnd 
China clay are also available ii L district. 
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Thc major f c'st produce in the district is timber. 
Teif.. rosc\\ c(d. lack and anjifi are some of the 
niporlant spccies of timber. The Silent \ai es 
National Park and. Parambikullani Wjidljic 
Sari:tuarv aRc tall in the district. 

The credit delivery system in the district comprises 
III n ilv of 212 hranchcs of commercial banks, five 
Pu'I nary C (, perati cc Agricultural and Rural 
Dc elopmei Banks (PCARDBs). 26 branches of 
Ilia Palakkad District Cooperative Bank. 89 Service 
Cu perative Banks, one branch of State Cooperative 
B ai,k and ti e district office of the Kerala Financial 
C r rperatioi Out of the 242 branches ofcommeiial 
bat ks. 132 ara in the public sector. Canara Bank 
witi about 46 branches acts as the Lead Bank in 
tfe district. The Service Cooperatives are also 
fi:i.tncing gmup loans for SHCIs (Self help groups) 

Tha area anc. production of major crops of the 
d s.rict arc 11rsented in Table 2. 

The agricullere census data (2000) on pattern of 
h a ding indicate dominance of small and marginal 
fir mers. I )Lt of 387599 individual operational 
ho dnigs in tha district. 336709 i.e. 	are holdings 
cf less than one hectare and 30214 numbers are 
I- ,: ss ecn 1 and 2 ha in terms of land area. 

711c mair improve men ts needed to support 
ir iductior relate to the availability of seeds and 
t'ier inpt t 	extent of irrigation, remunerative/ 

as ured prices, marketing facilities and a strong 
radit dclice'v system. There are five State Seed 

F rms and other tour horticultural farms in the 
di strict. Ou . of the two fertilizer quality control 
laooratoric in the state, one is at Pattainbi. The 
State (ioverament has set up a Paddv Development 
Aeencv a Palakkad. An industrial cooperative 
lADDY(.'O) has started functioning for 

pi ocuremr'nl of paddy. The service cooperatives 
ale also Fli ancing group loans for 'Swasraya 
'dingham 

Kerala Slate comes under the coastal agro-eco- 

Table 2. Arca arid production o  maior crops in Palakkad 
SI. 
No. 

('rirp Area 
( 	ia) 

Production 
(T 

I Rice 120809 262494 
2 Other ceicals/miI lets 7611 5214 
3 Pulses 4660 3510 
4 Groundnut 10031 8371 
5 Sunar canc 22488 18137 
6 Arcca nut 3623 2854 
7 Cashew 5750 2069 
S Coconut 48929 237 
9 Rubber 28112 28122 

10 Tapioca 7272 148981 
ii Banana 8653 77195 
12 Pineapple 124 797 
Million nuts 

(Source: Direciuraic of Economics and Statistics. 
'tIiirusarrarrihapuraill and Farm Guide 2002, FIB. 
Tlriru vairanihapirrarri 

system. The west coast plain is a long narrow strip 
between the Western Ghats and Arabian Sea 
comprising an area of 7.3 million hectares. The lush 
evcrgreen vegetation, backwater and rivers criss 
crossing the land, and undulating topography are 
some of the characteristic features of this system. 

Agro climatically. Palakkad district lies in the 
central zone. The zone can be basically classified 
into three natural physiographic divisions viz., the 
high land, mid land and the low land. 

Identification of problems in the district 

This KVK Palakkad had made an attempt to identify 
the major problems in the district in relation to 
farming. Randomly selected 10 padasekharanls in 
\scstci'n blocks of Palakkad (rainfed) wcre selected 
for the study. fools of PRA included focused group 
Inters iess and matrix ranking. The problems svere 
ranked by the farmers and the Rank Based Quotient 
(RBQ) calculated based on this. Rank Based 
Quotient, Magnitude Val tie and rank of different 
proilcms identified ia the farmers in the PRA is given 
in Table 3. 
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Table 3. Problems faced by farmers 

SI. 

No. 

Problem RBQ 

Value 

Average 

X loss 

Area under 

crops (ha) 

\ anitude 

9: .i. 	(MV) 

Rank 

1 Hich labour waces 72.96 32.67 80 11)094 II 
2 Non-availability of labour 41.48 32.67 80 B412 V 
3 Water scarcity 64.81 50.41 80 3l365 
4 Pest & Diseases 48.89 30.80 80 20464 III 

5 Sub division and framentation of land 3.70 50.00 156 23860 XII 
6 Absence of male member to manage farm 2.59 50.00 80 10360 XX 
7 Lack of gi'een leaf manure 5.56 31.67 80 14086 XVII 

8 Poor soil fertility 11.85 52.14 80 40428 - 	VII 
9 Non-availability of tractor in time 7.78 30.00 36 1402 XXI 

10 Lack of organization in cultural practices 14.07 44.17 36 21372 XIII 
II Low productivity 16.30 37.86 80 49369 VIII 
12 High cost of inputs 12.59 21.67 80 21826 XV 
13 Farm being for off from house 2.96 62.50 36 660 )XII 
14 Cut in subsidy 1.48 20.00 80 1368 XXVII 

15 Weed problem 8.52 32.5 80 22 152 XIV 
16 Lack of mechanization 10.00 30.0 36 1)1800 XIX 
17 Inefficient labour 10.00 43.75 80 .35000 X 
18 Low price of agricultural produce 29.26 46.79 80 1)('526 IV 
19 Lack of interest in new generation 1.11 15.00 80 1332 Xc IX 
20 Poor extension services 15.19 22.78 136 .17)59 IX 
21 Red tapism in credit facilities 5.56 42.50 80 8904 XVI 
22 Inefficient technology 8.52 28.75 136 3313 XI 
23 Low transport facilities 5.56 30.00 80 3.144 XVIII 
24 Lack of market intelligence 3.70 21.67 80 6414 XXIII 
25 Improper electric supply 3.70 20.0 80 5020 XXIV 
26 Monopoly of middleman 1.85 17.50 80 290 XXVI 
27 Information available in English 1.11 25.0 80 2120 XXYIII 
28 Low rain fall 11.48 90.00 80 2656 VI 
29 No watershed management 2.22 30.00 80 5128 XXV 

Water scarcity was the main problem faced by the 

farmers, followed by high labour wages which 
affected the profit from agriculture. Pests and 

diseases especially during rains was the next major 

problem, followed by non-aa lability of labour. 
Percentage of loss was sensed ti be highest d.. o to 
low rainfall and greater dista 'ce of farm Irarn 
homesteads. 
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CHAPTER -5 

KVK PALAKKAD THROUGH THE AGES 

TIc e sten on system has to maintain effective 
rkages wiill different stake holders involved with 
eicuItura d/velopment. his the research extension 

Irkagetha[asumes a greater significance in view of 
i1/ pivotal role played by research in the development 
cnario. K's' Ks can support other agricultural 

cc velopmcnt agencies in the district through training 
and consultancy in those areas where the KVK has 
nnretechnicil competence than these agencies. This 
elapter suniiarises the highlights of activities of 
KVK, Palakkad all through these years. 

Puriod 179-85 

N ARP P1 ase-1 was implemented in the Kerala 
Aericultura University KAL during 1980-81 with 
reeareh evrnponents of food crops. oil seeds, farming 

systems and basic research. During the initial three 
years. KVK Palakkad was functioning as a unit under 
the erstwhile Central Rice Research Station, Pattambi 
with limited manposser. In the initial stages, more 
emphasis was given to the extension activities of the 
research station by organizing seminars, exhibitions, 
field days and village surveys. The Scientists were 
entrusted with in-depth survey of nearby villages with 
their field of specialisation. which in turn helped them 
to make their training effective. 

Period 1985-95 

NARP Phase-11 was implemented in KAU during 
April 1988 with the component namely 1-h0111culture 
and Post-harvest Technology, Soil and Water 
Management. Farm Machinery, Animal Nutrition 
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and Management and Agro forestry. The activities 
of KVK got a momentum during this phase with 
diverse training programmes and field level 
activities including demonstrations. 

Period 1995-2002 

This period was characterized by the participatory 
approach. IVLP and Technology Evaluation and 
Impact Assessment Project (TEIAP). Participatory 
Rural Appraisal (PRA) method was adopted for 
problem identification and resources mapping and 
assessment of rural behaviour patterns. Scientists 
were able to test and refine new technologies in the 
farmer's fields. 

Period 2003 onwards 

This period is characterized by the importance given 
to 'Extension plus". More emphasis is given to 
agricultural diversification, post harvest technology. 
value addition and market led extension. During 
this phase, Cyher extension is also accorded an 
important role. The establishment of Virtual 
University for Agricultural Trade has added new 
dimension to the role to be played by KVK. 

A. Trailings organized by KVK 

An outline of the trainings organized by KVK 
Palakkad over a period of 25 years is presented. 

a) 1979-1985 
The field training programme:; rr ple-mented tring 
this period were more of awai e ii ;s campaigns with 
orientation motives. Trainir g in all allied fields 
of agriculture were conducted 

b) 1985-1995 
This phase of trainings focuse .1 in imparting need 
based vocational trainings in a .riculture and allied 
fields. Integrated training pro ramrnes wero also 
conducted during this period. 

c) 1995 - 2003 
Trainings have been refinec o the stage where 
subject matter is designed has dd on training need 
assessment, with emphasis g \(,n on integrated 
farming approach. BeneficIais were seleeted 
mostly from a particular lo. Ic than the ea-her 
scattered approach. 

Training need assessment 

A more democratic approach r planning training 
programmes was arrived at dun ig  1999-2000. The 
trainees and staff of KVK had an elaborate session 
of identifying, prioritizing and listing need-hi sed 
training schedules. The empha :s was given ( a the 
training need assessment. Coiis d.:ring the fact :hat 
needs varied from area to area, arnup to group and 
farmer to farmer, the introduct.c 1 :f 'Training need 
assessment' as an entry poiw f all the trainings 
improved feed back of the prcigammes. 
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Table 4. NUITFer of traininc proel'amrnes conducted durin 19S'55-95 at KVK, Pa!akad 

Year lopies 

1-lniticu1turL ('i'op 	production Fisheries All Home Science Jnteruicd Iota! 

1)-86 Fr:iinings 58 40 32 35 33 4 202 

linees 166 758 481 488 598 104 3595 

1)6-87 1 rainlngs 30 46 39 21 55 1 192 

[riinces 609 863 584 255 828 20 3159 

1917-Stir iininizs 56 44 20 16 38 4 178 

irinees 1006 668 297 238 485 60 2754 

191S-89 Tainines 58 35 27 16 42 3 181 

Tiainees 1080 803 270 200 480 67 2900 

1989-90 Trainings 9 4 3 3 5 23 47 

TI unees 597 522 444 291 147 531 2832 

990-91 Traininus 43 26 4 Ii 13 5 102 

Trainees 1067 521 396 424 640 47 3095 

991-92 T'ainings 10 1 6 6 10 3 36 

Tirinees 596 42 430 345 751 85 2249 

1''92-93 Tainings 1 2 21 18 15 9 

Trainees 16 29 658 613 234 201 1751 

1 1 )9394 iraininus I 6 4 1 5 5 

Trainees 22 195 128 34 180 136 695 

1)94-95 Trainings 1 5 4 1 11 4 26 

Trainees 26 173 202 18 501 99 1019 

1)95-96 Trainines 5 6 1 2 4 4 22 

Trainees 130 128 26 55 159 127 625 

Nc ed assersricnt is central to selecting the correct 
pr)hlenls of action and provides the necessary 
in'orrnatio and determines appropriate interventions. 
Kiowledge of what to change helps in determining 
af'propricte training interventions. Being the 
Krow1cdge Centre for the District, KVK undertook 
r.rdining need assessment as a first and forniost activity 
icfore desigiing training programmes. 

F)r area kcelopment programmes, Participatory 
Rural Açipiaisal methodology is practised for 
iteracting with local people and communities, 
niderstandi ng them and learning from them to 
identify tic training needs. Participatory methods 
are being employed for problem-cause analysis, 
identifying technology interventions and developing 
technolc go modules for on-farm testing and 

Frontline Demonstrations. 

KVK employed methods like group discussion 
techniques. brain storming, critical incident 
mcdthods etc., in identifying the training needs. 

A comparison of training programmes organized 
by KVK, Palakkad during the three periods is given 
in Table 6. 

B. Significant extension programmes 
implemented 

a. Lab to Land Programme (LLP) 

The National Organization Committee of the ICAR 
Golden Jubilee Celebrations, at its meeting held on 
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Table 5. No. of training programmes conducted duruig 1995-2003 at KVK, Palakkad 

[- lorticulture 	Crop production 	All 	Home 	Science 	ir e trated 	'1 o al 
1996-97 	Trainings 	7 	7 	5 	5 	5 	19 

Trainees 	255 	172 	154 	118 	.69 
1997-98 	Trainings 	2 	6 	3 	16 	12 	29 

Trainees 	120 	208 	40 	380 	270 	118 
1998-99 	Trainings 	0 	3 	0 	2 	6 	i 1 

Trainees 	0 	139 	0 	48 	358 
1999-00 	Trainings 	5 	8 	6 	0 	10 	:9 

Trainees 	77 	110 	89 	0 	1 14 	L50 
2000-01 	Trainings 	23 	13 	0 	6 	18 	50 

Trainees 	482 	780 	0 	144 	576 	12 
2001-02 	Trainings 	5 	9 	0 	. 	20 	23 	57 - 

Trainees 	129 	644 	0 	605 	83 	2231 
2002-03 	Trainings 	5 	18 	0 	9 	15 	37 

Trainees 	317 	- 	1061 	0 	486 	052 	39 D 

August, 1978 decided that programme of transfer 
of technology later on designated as Lab to Land 
Programme (LLP) should be taken up as one of the 
most important activities ofKVKs. The programme 
aimed at assisting selected families in developing 
and implementing individual farm plans for 
improving the entire farming system and thereby 
generating more employment and income. The 
basic objective was to bring the scientists and the 
farmers into close contact and to introduce low cost 
relevant technologies, which could help in 
diversification of labour, creating supplementary 

Figure 6. Number of trainees trait e .1 at KVK. Palakkad 
during 1995-2003 
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source of income in the field of agriculture, animal 
husbandry, horticulture and rural crafts. LLP was 
initially sanctioned to KVK, Palakkad in 1979-80. 
Benchmark survey was conducted in the village for 
selecting the participants. The participants were 
classified into small and marginal farmers and 
landless labourers. Each class was then subdivided 
into resource rich and resource poor. Critical inputs 
to increase the income/production of the farmers 
were identified and made available. The major 
enterprises initiated through LLP were 

I) High yielding variety rice cultivation 
2) Coconut based high density multi species 

cropping 
35 Model nutrition garden 
4) Composite vegetable/fruit cultivation 
5) Mushroom cultivation 
6) Introduction and popularization of energy 

saving cum drudgery reducing devices 
7) Back yard poultry development 
8) Reducing fuel consumption 

A glimpse of the LLP Report of 1989-90 (scanned 
print) showing category of farmers and details of 
interventions are reproduced herewith. 

b. Farm Science Clubs 

Right from the early stages, farm science clubs in 
schools were organized by KVK, Palakkad. Each 
scientist was allotted with one school and with the 
help of an assigned teacher, a batch of 22 to 30 

students were selected throu 21 li iptitude test to form 
the club. The following ace i tis were unuertaken 
in the school under this pro, anme, 

r Classes on scientific si hects related LO crop 
production, animal l ibandry, fisheries, 
home science etc. 

r Method dernonstrat on of agricultural 
operations 

> Organizing kitchen gal Jeri in their hone by 
supplying vegetable seds free of ccst 

> Competitions are arran e3 for the secetion 
of the best garden 
Quiz and essay compt ition 

> Study tour to research tations 
> Tree planting in public land 

Eleven farm science clubs fur ct.oned in 197-88 
in the schools around the K/. These club; had 
275 members including boys ate girls. Each club 
had a student leader selected rum the members. 
The members of the club wee selected b1  the 
teachers of the school taking in cansideration tieir 
interest in agriculture and albec subjects. Thi,  day 
to day activities of the club wcre supervised 1y a 
teacher of the school. The scie it ISS visited the club 
almost every fortnight and the da,;ses on different 
aspects of scientific crop pr iduction, animal 
husbandry, fisheries and hojne science were 
conducted. 

Quiz competitions covering all :echnical subects 
covered in the classes were orgE ai?ed in the club. 

Table 6. Comparison of Training programs 

Characteristic 1979-83 1985-95 1995 2)(13) 

Purpose Awareness Awareness + orientation Skill ii; entation 
Nature Subject oriented subject oriented + integrated Mosey inegrated 
Learning experience Class room type Class room type and 

Experiential learning Expericnrial iearning 
Trainers Resource persons Resource persons Resor r e persons and 

progri s ivr farmers 
Mode of training Theory Theory & Experiential Experie iO l 
Approach Instructional Instructonal and participatory Particip tiry 
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Study tours, shramadan, social forestry activities, 
awareness programmes etc. were also carried out. 
In the words of Sri. Abdul Ma iced, Headmaster of 
the Government Keezhayoor Government UP 
School 

Plate 6. Farm Science Club menihers of Keczhavur School 

"Until 2000. our school was housed in a rented 
building. Hence we couldn't grow even a single 
plant. At that time KVK Palakkad conducted 
orientation sessions with the view of promoting 
interest in gardening at the homes of students. The 
first real endeavour was the Seminar on Agriculture. 

Sri. Abdul Majeed 
Headmaster. U.P. School. Kcezhayur 

The seminar is even today a memorable event in 
the minds of our parents and teachers as it was an 
eye opener for us into the field of Agriculture. 
Today the people of the locality have joined hands 
in procuring the present one acre and 20 cents for 
the School. Krishi Vigyan Kendra has helped us 
immensely in setting up a vegetable garden which 
is of great use to the noon nieal programme. 
Besides., they have also helped us in setting up a 
beautiful garden. and also couple of shade trees. 

The Farm Science Clu 	[ornied h 	heen 
conducting many classes re l te ito Agricu ire for 
the students as well as for tic members ti PTA 
with the help from the KVK We are proud af our 
association with KVK. 

c. Village Youth club 

Another attempt made by ( 1K was to otlanize 
Youth clubs. The folloss i •g activities were 
undertaken. 
1) Training for self employn era 
2) Evening classes 
3) Sramadhan programmes 

Plate 8. Planting saplings in a a 'ehool pienli es 

Kitchen gardens were raised in -IL homesteaus of 
members of village youth clui 	The mem:crs 
were usually school dropouts md unemplo ad 
Youth. Vegetable seeds were supplied to km 
members and scientists of KT 	;Lipervised he 
establishment of gardens. They v 	also imparad 
with regular trainings. Fifty nina y uth clubs vi h 
720 members were organized b KVK Palakka.:l 

Members of the village youth cliii s were taken for 
study tours to the education a and researah 
institutions of KAU. Undei ha shramada 1 

programme, the members of thia a Clubs planted 
seedlings of trees on the sides of ro ds and tomman 
places such as schools. libraries, ca iipuses attached 
to panchayaths I village. 
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d. Village \duption Prograiutc 

K s1K had iinj!einented many activities under this 
pruer all Ill e. A brief outline Of the nature of 
a t vities is resented An extension counter was 
op ned at tie premises of I'anchasath Office. 
Ti ithala d inc 1981. A team of scientists visited 
tk counte on all Wednesdays for offering 

isultatio i. more or less in the form of present 
da 	Agio- line. Adaptive trials of rice culture and 
giiigelly 5 aiieties were tried out in 1981-82. 
Tr.nnings ni all allied fields of agriculture were 
exiducted. 	uring 1980-87, the Kerala Agricultural 
I kikersit' had allotted two villages for KVK. 
P,lukkad iut implementing this programme. The 
nun 	act is ities organized were tralnings. 
A monstrattens and c\ enlily,  discussion classes. The 
.,llage ucoption programme of 1990-91 in 
Vudavannoer and Keezha oor villages had many 

ghlights . The main programmes were - training 
asses, d eronstranon plots animal health camps. 
,iccuiatu n camps br poultry birds. kissan melas 

U,  nii exhibiions, crop wise discussions and field 
Jays. 

I 1 1994.   i I I age adoption programme was conducted 
ii Pulaseiv. in collaboration with Abliavani. a 
haritable organization. The main programmes 

were np adat ion of local breeds of goats. 
aopularie won of broiler rahbit rearing and 
:egetabl gardenin(-,. The most recently adopted 
il lage is '/arode. Onapalam. A base 1111C survey 

Plate i.  F LI) Prop ra iii ii e at Varode 

ssas conducted to collect the background 
information. Many of the ftl)/OFT programmes 
are being implemented in this \ il lage at present. 

e. National Demonstrations 

In March 1994. Tb i rum ittakkodc Panchavath in 
Thrithala block ss as selected for 1he National 
Demonstration Programme. Twenty four national 
demonstrations were conducted under three 
systems, viz., rice-based, coconut-based and 
alecanut-based, to demonstrate recommended 
technologies leading to higher production and 
income. The cropping sequence pattern adapted 
was rice-sesamum. coconut and arecanut over an 
area of 8.4 hectares of winch rice was allotted with 
3.3 hectares. The varieties RM-7 and Annapoorna 
were used. RM-7 shows a percentage yield increase 
of 22 per cent over the check and Annapoorna gave 
a 9 per cent increase in yield over the check. The 
need based critical inputs and technical ads ice were 
pros mded b KVK. 

1'. Problem Oriented Research (POR) 

A new dimension in the extension approach was 
implemented through the KVK Palakkad, namely 
the problem-oriented approach. ss h cli focused on 
research input in the form of technical know-how 
and physical input suited to a prevalent problem. 

In this contex(, in 1996-97. low productivity of 
Kootumundakan system (ratoon) ol rice cultivation 
was identified as the probleni faced by 20 farm 
families of the village named Maruthur*Ill this 
system. no cultivation is practised after the harvest 
of the first crop season. Variety manuring and plant 
protection measures are not for the second crop. 
Despite this limitation, majority of the farmers 
I 804 ) are still cormtinuuig the practice as it requires 
unIv less labour and capital inputs. 

The interventions in this micro-farming situation 
was to improve the productivity of the system 
through refinements in varietal mixture. input 
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Plate 10. Problem oriented research on rice 

management and cultural practices. Productivity 
of the first crop in which varieties like Chenkayama 
and Thavalakannan' were used ranges between 

0.5 t/ha to 1 t/ha. A series of new varietal 
combinations were evaluated through on farm trials 
conducted under this micro-farming situation. The 
results of the trial concluded during 1998-99 with 
different combinations are indicated in table 7. 

It was observed that the combination evolved by 
farmers was more productive. Inclusion of high 
yielding varieties in the mixture was not effective. 
The vegetative I reproductive growth phases 
mismatched and the performance was negatively 
affected. 

g. Client Oriented Research (COR) 

An exclusive programme for the SC/ST population 
aiming at their agricultural development v as 
undertaken during 1994-95. This scheme was 
implemented at the Mattaya belt on selected 
beneficiaries, which was well appreciated. The 

op- -t. 

Plate 11. Distribution of critici irtputs for the eli-
ent oriented research 

main highlights of the prograrrr c were: 

1) Introduction of improv d c'osses of got s 
2) Introduction of new var riles of vegeta:les 
3) Scientific cultivation of c )C nut 
4) Developing backyard p(it ti 
5) Utilization of family aour in using 

agricultural implements 

Forty six farm families were selco 2L who beloned 
to SC/ST communities and cia a f d as resource 

Table 7. Performance of modified varietal combinations in the Koottumundakan system of rice u tivation 
Combinations Cumulative green yield tlha Straw yieldt/ha Grain yinld increase 

(ier cent) 

Farmer's combination 
Chenkayama & Cheitadi 3.61 4.2 - 
Aiswarya & Chettadi 3.04 4.0 - 	5.8 

Clienkayama & Nila 2.72 3.5 -24.7 

Aiswarya & Nila 2.82 3.4 -21,9 
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rich I)) no 	Mcdiuni resources (IS no.) and 
icse tree poor (IS no.). The critical inputs were 
dii buted br the above enterprises. Over all results 
shus ed that \ichen garden could raise the financial 
Std:L,,S Of the o mihes. Similarly, goat tearing was 
als 	economical. if the goats ss ere 1101 sold off. 

h. J nstittitioi Village Linkage Programme 
(I\ LII) 

Kr s if Vigyaa Kendra Palakkad was one of the three 
imi!eniei1tin 1,  centres in Kerala for the prestigious 
pil. project on Technology Assessment and 
Re i lement (TAR)  through lnstitntu in Village Linkage 

( TVLP) launched by the ICAR. This was 
firs: mplernerited in the year 1995-96 in Ezhuvanthala 
anc Pattisser: villages in 324 selected families. The 
K\ 1'. provided j eadersliip in identifying the problems 
through PRA. Five major problems were prioritised. 
Wile 11 the perfo mance of rice varieties was assessed, 
Ao si arva (Ptb- 2) proved to be the best variety having 
mult adaptability. 

In tci ye n lion on nutrition garden with the limited 
resource of homesteads was seen to meet the full 
domestic v gutable requirement of the family 
then by contrif uting to the food security. 

The i titers ciii ion on in situ green leaf manuring 
usit . dainch.i (S'e.vbauia acuf c(Ila) in the traditional 
trail •;plantec Koottumundakan' system of rice 
cul cation proved to be a suitable and profitable 
tee h lique. Kootumundakan is a system of rice 
cultivation I  which a mixture of seeds of a 11011- 

p11 	0 sensi I \ e ( viruppu) variety and a photo 
sen iii cc ( mundakan ( variety of rice in the 
pruportion o 1 	30 is sown during viruppu season 
(A pr-May). iist  crop variety will he harvested in 
Aug.ist-Sept and second crop variety in Dec-Jan] 

The intervun ion entitled skill training cum 
very ication trial on self-propelled rice transplanter 
pry sed to he a cheaper and less difficult substitute 
br he coi conventional nursery and manual 
tot tplantinr: . The skill training cum verification 

if 	on mechanical harvesting of rice proved to he 
cost effective. 

The mechanical threshing of rice crop using but-
type 

ur

type power thresher \s as proved to he a faster and 
cheaper substitute for the conventional matinal 
method of heating or treading by feet. 

The practice of using pitcher irrigation was proved 
to he a low cost and easy to practice technology to 
help the coconut seedling to survive the peak 
summer. Deworming of calves of cross bred cows 
resulted in better agility, shining skin, absence of 
potbelly, good appetite, weight gain and satisfactory 
growth rate. De\s orniing of lactating cows enhanced 
average daily milk yield by 0.5 - 0.75 litre. 

Gramalekshnii breed of poultry was found to be 
the best breed suitable for the backyard of the small 
production system, when compared to Athulya and 
White Rock. The domestic income of farm women 
could he increased. Similarly rearing of Malabari 
breed of goat could help improve the domestic 
income of farm women. Genetic upgradatioil of 
existing non-descript local goat strains could he 
achieved through the superior bucks of pure 
Malahari breed used in the 1nject. 

The feed hack from comparative evaluation of the 
performance of cross bred broiler rabbits (Russian 
Chi nci I Ia and New Zealand White) was that they 
svere not as adaptable for the honicstead backyard 
production system of tile project village as that of 
desi species. 

Besides enhanced yields both during the first and 
second crops, the in cliii cropping of daincha could 
provide hiomass of 12.7 1/ha worth Rs.6,300. With 
a high B:C ratio of 11:8 the practice could suppress 
weed growth (by 7017() in the succeeding rice crop. 
Application of nitrogenous fertilizer could he 
avoided in the first crop and could be reduced to 
half in the succeeding second crop. This was a 
significant result communicated to the farmers 
which was readily accepted by them. 



In the on-farm trial on evaluation of new varietal 
combinations to replace the traditional combinations 
followed in the Koottumundakan system of rice 
cultivation, the farmers age old practice of mixing 
local varieties emerged as the most suitable and 
rewarding. New combinations tried with high 
yielding varieties showed inferior performance. This 
was a good revelation of the research system and 
application of significant indigenous technology. 
Determination of the exact stage of first cut (harvest 
of the first crop variety) in the high yielding variety 
combination was a problem. These facts have been 
fed back to the research system to find out the best 
combination(s) from oil-station trials. 

The quantitative performance of high yielding 
varieties of rice was distinctly influenced by micro-
farming situations and planting systems. 

* 	Aiswarya (Ptb 52) followed by Kanchana (Ptb 50) 
was proved to be the best rice variety sequence in the 
rainfed uplands during first and second crop seasons. 

* 	Aiswarya (Ptb 52) followed by Kailchana (Ptb 50) 
was found to be the most suitable variety sequence 
for the rainfed transplanted double cropped low-lands 
during first and second crop seasons. 

When the green manure crop daincha (Sesbania 
aculeate) was grown in situ in the summer rice 
failows of terraced uplands, there was a green leaf 

Plate 12. Observations being taken at the green 
111,111uring plot 

biomass of 18.8 tlha worth Fs 988. The WiI ratio 
was 1: 9.95. The bio-mass pr cuction of sunlienip 
(Crotalaria juncea) was 17.7 iha. Both the reen 
manure crops proved to c a low coo and 
sustainable technology. 

Ill the summer rice fallov s ef double crc pped 
wetlands, green manure hi : mass producti ni of 
daincha and sunhemp was 12 7 tlha and 11 f tlha. 
respectively. The succeeii g first crop i rice 
recorded 25 per cent increao in productivr' due 
to green manuring over farri ars practice (f little 
green leaf manuring. 

Till 1999. IVLP was inlpieni ird as part o KVK 
activity and from Is  April IT 9, it was delinked to 
RARS. Pattambi. 

i. Technology Evaluation and Impact 
Assessment Project (TEIAI) 

The KVKs have been estabii;i eL. with the o ictive 
of transferring latest agrici floral techn( i)gies 
including latest varieties. How N r, their inte iction 
with the research efforts ni avaiiabi. i :y of 
information on latest techi o ogies in ci e of 
varieties., availability of seecs of the lates types 
were limited. Keeping the s :u ition in vic '  the 
Heads of the Crops and Exten i in Divisionr of the 
Indian Council of Agricult intl Research have 
agreed to have a coilaborat v project to entliance 
interaction amongst the r. eurchers and KVK 
scientists. The All India : ordinated crop 
Improvement Project of IC! F organized multi-
locational trials on vari(iL ; crop prod ..lction 
technologies in different pait e the countr in an 
attempt to identify superior yi lchng varietie: They 
also carried out experimens ir deveiopino crop 
production and production te nnoiogies. Ho\ever, 
the nuniher of testing iocationir a ailahle wir these 
projects was not sufficient o represent ill the 
variables of any production aJinology. This is 
particularly SO in the advariceri 'i: ai stages of ic sting 
the promising varieties/techrc eJes, where a large 
number of trial sites are reqi i ec:. 
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Tahh S. l'crlor riance I medium (ILI Fal I 011 rice vanetie 

Lot: 	No. I NT No. Designation Yield ku/ha 
NI T()! 14725 iNAL 90$4 

101 	02 14728 P 2412 101 	1.1 
IN LOS 4733 RPP 7-23-1-2-3 538.8 
tNLO-t 1 512$ TNAL93122 761.1 
H' 1-7 05 15134 \593182 555.5 
It 1206 15136 SKI 	7-11-1-13 	9 63.8 
101207 15138 [PR 1598-152-2 222.2 
('1208 15139 [PR 1600-31-1-2 141.6 

1N1-10) 15140 AD 92216 186.1 
1(1210 1 514! AD 92215 1088.8 
11.1211 15142 R1 3923-P S8-68-6-2-1 341.4 
101212 15143 RP3924-1?7-10-5-1 258.3 
101213 15144 HKR95-101 655.5 
101211 15145 HKR95-104 1013.8 
101215 Jav:i(eheck) 408.3 
101216 Suakshu (check) 386.1 
101217 Jr othi docal check 624.9 

KVK Palakkid is one of the KVKs identified tmder 
TEl AR I Ind( r this procct. 60 Cooperating Centres 
Ill 2! States .sere started in 1997-98. In Kerala. 
KY K. PalakkJ was the only cenne with cotton and 
rice os the idini died crops. 

The cientisn were trained to familiarize with the 
mcdi )dolomts o he followed for conduct of trials 
and 'ecordinc of data. Field demonstration in 
11irriors fields .1 id slate seed farms s crc organized. 
The riak lot ettoii were laid out at the Farm at 
[nil empath 

The report oi activities under the project is 
prc cited. 
I. 	op: Rice 

Ad xi 	Varietal Trial -1. Irrigated 
Medirri (AVE-I IM) 
Obleci i 	: 	To study the perlorniancc 

f med in ni d u rati on rice 
varieties. 

No. of entries : 	17  

[he trial laid out in randomized block design with 
three replications ss as conducted in the Regional 
Agricu Rural Research Station farm during,  the khari f 
season of 1998. The seeds \\ crc  soss n on June 3. 
1098 and transplanting of 	\sas done during 
July 1998.   The entries and the corresponding yield 
obtained are presented below in Table S. 

Though the gro\s th and performance of the varieties 
ssere good In the initial stages, the incessant rains 
during the final stages of the crop made the plant 
protection measures taken against the severe attack 
Of rice hug i neffiective ss Rich ultimately reflected 
on the yield performance of the crop. 

Due to this unsatisfactory perlbrmance of the crop yield 
and also as the availability of seeds was not adequate 
for any further trials, multiplication of the promising 
arieties could not he done in the farmers' fields. 

h. Advanced Varietal Trial - 2. Irrigated 
Medium (AVT-2 TM) 
Ohecti ye 	: To studr the comparative 

performance of mid-early 



Table 9. Performance of advanced variety trials 

Entry No. lET No. Designation YicJ I 	c/lia 

1401 15178 R741-1-55-2-1-1 15 
1402 15179 BG380-2 
1403 15185 0R1511-10 53 
1404 15191 ORS-206-1 
1405 15192 FIRI-120 ., 310 
1406 16434 IIRI-122 868 
1407 16435 3R1 160 
1408 16436 POC 713 
1409 16437 AD 92216 354 

14110 Jaya National check 699 
1411 Nagendra Triguna Regional check —507 
1412 Aiswarya local check 852 

duration rice varieties and 
hybrids. 

No. of entries 	: 	12 

It was observed that entry number 1406 which was 
a hybrid variety yielded the maximum. 

2. Crop : Cotton 
CVT on Gossvpium hirsutum 
No. of entries 	15 
Date ofsowing 	23.10.98 
Date of harvest 	30.03 .99 

The trial was laid out at the Integrated Seed 
Development Farm, Eruthempathy under the 
Department of Agriculture, being the area in the 
district with cotton cultivation. 

The entries and corresponding yield obtained are 
presented in Table 10. 

Due to heavy rains in the initial stages, the crop 
was fully covered with water, which subsequently 
affected its later performance. Further, even after 
repeated sprayings of recommended insecticides the 
attack of insect pests such as boll worm caterpillar, 
hugs etc was severe during the final stages of the 
crop growth which ultimately reflected on the yield 

Plate 13. Varietal screeniro plot of cotton 

of the crop. Based on the abc 'c observations it can 
be inferred that entry no Cl' [-1120 MB and L613 
performed better. 

KVKPalakkad could thus sct ye as an effective link 
between the research station and farmer iii i very 
notable national programme. 

j. Front line dernonstratlirn (FLD) 

The aim of FLD is to demot svate the prcdLlction 
potentialities of the newly developed vane ies of 
cereals, pulses and oilseeds n farmer's fields. 
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halIte 10. 	PL,  tcftiiicilcc ii Cnttefl S iitcjles 

entr\ No Yield of lint + seed. Re/lie 
\VROK 29.ti3 

\kO 	0s21-7 20l.9 
skU 5)1(5 212.01 

(W446 222.6 
VS 10 134.63 
k.\i1 	ItO 142.33 
('NIl IN RIO 266.67 
.R0 104 237.04 
5(7527 101.56 

- 	Rtt 552 1 10470 
t.(! 2 55. 33 
I ts 19 223.61 
I R.-\ 5 	h/1') 140.74 
MC[ 5 CI WO 246.30 
IC 133.33 

F2.) on pulse. vegetables, sesanlum and home 
.s( once topic!, were taken up in 198W8. 	Field 
da\ S 55 ere u I 	conducted. 

Jr 	he Asi Lssnlent of alternative We threshing 
to tnoloi:\ using threshers'. durine harvest season 
of nundal\ern crop in l)ecemhcr 1995. the results 
)I 1 ssed tin I the a\iil Ilo\\ paddy  thresher has 
rut irmuni cificicno. Further :tdvantaec of this 
thi sher is hat no further processing Of grains is 
neicd afte tltreltino. \s fide it is essential in other 
Ill .': led". 

o I es alueton 0  1 tess varietal combinations to 
rui ace the traditional combinations. followed in the 

Is 	tiuniuttef an s\stems of rice cultivation. the 
It tiers age e Id practice of mt\tng local varieties 
en o rged as Ito most suitable one. 

In tie evaluat ott of the production potential of 
foiler erarses as intercrop in coconut based 
hon es ft ads hy hr i d it apt cr I JR tilt 1.5 ci tiiii [vp/to ic/c) 

pie puic tent) with a pet hectare green fodder yield 
of in I out per ornied guinea grass. 

()Ithe three sIt ains of evster tttusltrooms. plcroitus 
sleeies S aricty \'ella\ ani- I out- perlornicd the 
vtriet\ (.'o- I and nott-dcscript sImm puielnised front 
pus ate agettcics. 

In 21101-02. tlte perlorruanc' of a IieSS rice varlet\. 
Ilarsha released front RARS. Pattambi. was 
demonstrated in 50 cents. The perlormutsce 55 as 
good. There 55 as no disease occurrence noticed hut 
Pests like leaf roller. case ss orm. stem borer etc. 
had attacked the crop to some extent. The crop took 
only 104 days and yielded 4720 kg/ha. 

A biological method for the control of stern borer 
in paddy was demonstrated. Pheromone traps were 
used in an area of It) acres ofpaddv land during the 
second crop season of 2001. This was found to be 
e ifecti ye among the farmers. 

Aruna s ariety of bhindi was also introduced in 
2)100-01. It shoss rd good results like heavier 
weight, longer size and slow maturity phase.  

(;AL,tsA 

In 1999-200)). KYK Palakkad was identified as the 
Liaison Centre of the (jALASA programme (Group 
approach for locally adapted and sustainable 
agriculture) implemented as pirt of the Peoples 
Planning Programme by the District Panchavath. 

Plate 14. FLI) plot of rice - Harsha 
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Palakkad in collaboration with the Kerala 
Agricultural University. This novel programme 
aimed at reviving rice cultivation in Palakkad district 
through effective application of technologies and by 
minimizing the cost of cultivation. The basic 
approach is to mobilize and utilize the local resources, 
man power and infra structure so as to ensure tIle 
sustainahilitv of the programme as well as of the 
production system. Further. group effort is conceived 
as the most critical input in the entire programme. 

The technology interventions were 
I. Use of organic manure 
1 Use of mat nursery and farm machinery like 

transplanter 
3. Proper plant protection 

The demonstrations were conducted in three 
padasekharams, one each in Nallepilly. Elappully and 
Thenkurissi panchayaths in a total area of 224 hectares 
with the participation of 310 farmers. The result 
showed an increase in the yield of rice to about 7.2 it 
ha from the average yield of 4.0 tJha, along with a 
reduction in the cost of cultivation with a net saving 
of Rs. 1000 per hectare compared to the farmer's 
conventional practice. As a special feature, an amount 
of Rs. 1000 per acre was given to those farmers who 
cultivated and applied green manure and the same 
amount was collected hack after the harvest of the 
crop in the form of the revolving fund, 

k. On Farm Testing (OFT) 

This programme has been implemented to test and 
evaluate the research findings of the Research 
Station at the farmer's field and to refine or modify 
the technologies, if required for better adoption. 

In 1994-95, the enterprises demonstrated were 
popularisation of new varieties of vegetables, 
scientific cultivation of' coconut and development 
of backyard poultry. In 2001, one of the noted 
astrowhite varieties of backyard poultry. 
'Gramalakshrni' was evaluated for its performance 
Ill rural areas. It seemed to require excellent 
management for good results. 

In the same year, in the idetit fication trial . f a 
suitable \ aricty of tuber cry 	oieus (CT( 	us 
pari'i/lorus) for the rain fed arej, /rietv 'Sreed tara' 
was found to he the best suited. 

In the evaluation of rice varietto f r their suitailitv 
for direct seeding, the variety Fa si a performed hest 
with less pest attack. 

In the trial held in 2000 to stuc 	he effectivi ness 
of different control measures a a nst mite (A':riu 
i,'fle17/V1liS) in coconut, with I) colol (0.11/c) ioem 
oil + garlic suspension (2% spra :), FOIS + ker :sene 
spray, FOIS + brine spray, FCI alone and control, 
none of the treatments was sect ti) have signiii-ant 
influence on the control of m a Lttack. 

Plate 15. OFT Plot of coleu 

In 1999. ill the comparative ci nation of i situ 
cultivation of green manure c rs in summer rice 
fallow s, daincha superceded snliemp and c'vpea 
in the growth performance aia green matter ield. 

C. OTHER PROGRAMMIS 

The KVK is actively involvcj .11 organizing and 
participating in field d 	;. farmers' fairs, 
agricultural exhibitions, sen airs, celebral on of 
World Food Day. Women in \ r culture, Zoonoses 
Day. Science Day and so on A glimpse :f the 
celebration is presented in Pft Le; 16-18. 

The KVK, Palakkad has been actively invosed in 
many of the national progran mcs like NWDPRA 
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md stale ponsorcd pro :imnies like group Ennung. 
The ass alice of K\ K us been mostly sought after 
by the '.rious agench mainly for the conduct ol 
training 	Jnder 0 at-, r fed devclopmenL trainings 
for the U ithrakissan o inc NWDPRA programmes 
in the districts of Pa a J..ad and Malappuram o ere 
taken ti i Nv the Kendrc curing the period from I 991 
oil \\ arcs  

Plate 16. Aericuliu a! Award Celebrations 

Plate 17. Kisan D ,as celebrations 

Plait.,  18. World Food Day celebrations 

The long-term sponsored programmes that \vcre 
undertaken he the Kendra during 1993-2001 are 
presented in Table II 

Lon2-tcrm trainings for Scheduled Caste were 
initiated during the IRDP period. Six month 
trainings in tailoring and embroidery and handicrafts 

ere started during 1993-94. Under TRYSEM 
scheme and short term leadership trainings for SC! 
ST youths were organized in collaboration with 
KIRTADS. 

The Government of Kerala introduced the 
programme of group farming in rice during 1990S. 
The KVK identified Samitliies in different locations 
of the district and performed an enabler role in these 
activities. Paruthikkavu Nelulpadaka Samithy. 
TRACES, Anakkara, Women's Group at 
\"attaiukulain are a less among them. The KVK 
has cultivated a good relationship with these groups 
he impartine training directly on their fields with 
periodic review 

Operational Research Programme (ORP) was 
implemented in two villages namely Mudavannur 
and Nellaya, as the SC/ST programme in 1993-94. 
Two training programmes for SC/ST on Garnient 
making and handicrafts sponsored by District 
Industries Centre. Palakkad have been conducted 
since 1994. The trainings were of 6 month duration. 

The KVK actively involved in the People's Planning 
Programme implemented by the Kerala state. The 
staff of this Kendra were deputed as resource 
persons in the state level training programme for 
the members of Krishi Karma Samithies of various 
Panchayaths in Palakkad. Malappuram and 
Kozhikode districts. 

Under the NWDPRA, KVK conducted Participatory 
Rural Appraisal (PRA) for identifying the needs of 
the beneficiary families in watersheds. Based on 
the PRA resource map, training need assessment, 
action plan etc. were prepared and few need based 
training programmes were also conducted. 



Table 11. SPorLLi yaohlna\ 

\iir Discipline No, of 

COUi5c5 

No. of hicl'ftiaiies No. ni 	SC/SI SlIol 	ager c 
M 1 I M 1' 1 

99394 'l'raininc on tiniorinc 
and cm ho drv 

I - 15 IS - 15 IS 1)ki. Inlicrk'\(' 
Pa ak K ac: 

tic. 

1999-00 Computer training for 
oral \v 	mcii 

I - 27 27 - 2 2 Dkt. I 	inclias 	itO. 
PalakCui - 

2000-01 Computer training for 
rural women 

1 - 17 17  Dkt. 1;ui:Has oth. 
likk 

Quiht) seed production 
& 1PM in Rice 

6 44 6 50 5 3 S Kerala iSI [lot I mg 
Project lunded Os 

on 

Women in Acriculiure 1 - 10 10 - 3 3 State ITgjt of 7o2ri 
2001-02 Computer training for 

rurtd \VOiflefl 
2 - 23 23 - 6 6 1)ist. P mimvath. 

Palakkad 
2002-03 Computer training tkir 

rwai ss onen 
2 - 26 26 - 10 10 1414. Pin 	hu\ ath, 

Palakkiid 
handicrafts training for 
rural women 

I - 17 17 - 17 17 Block Pi chiirath. 
Pattamik 

Presers at ion of fruits 
and s eeetahles 

I - 20 20 - 5 5 Block lirchar ath, 
Pattami 

2003-04 Computer training 	or 
rural wi men 

I - 14 14 - 2 2 1)01. P 	rLhi\ ath. 
Palakkad 

Total 17 44 160 204 5 50 55 

C)j1iS 
Media ('overage: TV and newspaper coverage 

on various activities of the Kendra has been found 

to be one of the important and effective approaches 

or information dissemination to the farmers. 

Radio talks are recorded and broadcast frequently 

on topics by the Scientists of the Kendra of larmer's 

interest and s pee i lie importance. 

Field l)ays under the From line demonstration 

programme are regularly conducted 

\"eterinarv camps and clinics were conducted in 

various parts of the district. 

Consultations have been given at the Kendra on 

breedung and management of animals, plant 

protection, scientific cultivation aspects, ads anced 

technologies, nursery ill Lill agement. agro forestry, 

agricultural engineering. processing. etc. 

Plate 19. Ness piper ens eriuge 

Preparation of farm plan under RSVY 
programme: The KVK Palakkad prepared ft'rm 

plans for 160 farmers selected for estal'lishnicn at' 

model demonstration units of ccunui hacd 

integrated farming s\ stem in the Sree krishnapuram 

and Mannar-hat blocks under Cie RSVY 

Programme of Palakkad district on req in st from be 

State Planning Board. Kerala. 
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Platt 20. 1-larve t 	stival at Kulukkallur Plate 21 	I 000Liral session of the National 
Seminar 

I 
Watershed develop men 
pro grail flies 

/ 
annarkadA-7— 

It 

Proerarnnies on 
Integrated Faimi tie 
Systems 

/ 

Ata ivclopment 
P g iiirnes 

PALAKA1' 

I ha tha m anga a to 

cllarictcide 	
) 

Programiries on rice cropping 
Systems 

El) 	r: ciwulnes 
Atathur 

• Sreekrichriapur'arn 

Figure 7. Activity map of Krishi Vigyan Kendra. Palakkad 
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Plate 22. Di'arict semi nar 

i\lahila \'e(li 

The KVK has constituted a women cell alias Mahila 
\Tcdi comprising of 30 rural women entrepreneurs 
with an intention of sharing the experiences in their 
respective fields so as to monitor their enterprises 
initiated after the training received from the KVK. 
The women's cell is meeting periodically and 
discusses the progress and action plan. 

A national seminar on "Scaling up of good extension 
practices in rice production systems" was organized 
from 30 Sep. to E' Oct. 2004 as part of the Silver 
Jubilee celebrations of the KVK. The delegates 
included Scientists from KVKs and Extension 
Departments of different Universities and extension 
personnel from State Departments 

District Level Seminar: As a part of the Silver 
Jubilee celebrations of the Kendra three District 

level seminars were conducted at differ,.,  it locath cs 
in the district on various topics such as Integra ed 
Farming Svsteni, Agricultural Finance and Won en 
Empowerment. 

Competitions: Essay competition an rice 
conducted among the high school students dur,r g 
2002. Quiz competitions on various occasions hi,  'e 
been conducted for students, farmers and f rm 
women. A state level photography competitioncas 
conducted on the topic of rice cultivation luring 2( (2. 

This chapter has tried to present tha multiFir reis 
activities of the Kendra over the years Ha very precise 
form without highlighting the details A lot has fern 
done, a lot more needs to he done in IN,  cars to c ne 
along with widening area of operation. The activ t cc 
with the aim of agricultural development is to fr in 
Wile ss ith the need of the time. 



CHAPTER-6 

LINKAGES OF KVK PALAKKAD 

The KIK has rnaiilt. i ied functional linkage with 
various development k partments and agencies viz. 
Agric .i ture. Rura 1 levelopnicrit, District Rural 
Develoinient Agen.y (DRDA), Animal Husbandry, 
Forest-, National Ba i for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (NABARD), Department of Science 
and Technology I T), Kerala Horticulture 
Development irograrr me (KHDP), Scheduled Caste 
Development CorporLtian, Kerala Minor Irrigation 
Project (KMIP)Statc Planning Board, financing 
institir ii ns and volani 11 y organizations operating in 
the arei in order to effectively implement various 
prograr mes. The rapT sen- tatives of some of these 
departments are merit—, -s of the Scientific Advisory 
comm lice (SAC) o: U e KVK. 

Throu: 1 its 25 years he KVK could effectively 
implement its marEd. te with the linkages it had 

established with many departments and agencies. 
The most significant among them are listed and 
briefly explained. Linkages were more earnestly 
established during later phase of 1995-2004, which 
have now become more productive and sustainable. 

Model Continuing Education Centre 

The KVK Palakkad is functioning as the Model 
Continuing Education Centre, under the Palakkad 
District Panchayath Saksharatha Sarnithi since 
1999. The continuing education to neoliterates. 
drop-outs and training programmes to "Preraks" are 
coordinated by the Saksharatha Sarnithy. The 
Prerak in charge of the unit at the KVK arranges 
collaborative vocational programmes also. A 
counter for the display of literature of Saksharatha 
Samithi is also housed at the KVK. 

35 



ow 

Plate 23. Training 
KMIP 

NA\R\1, I Ivderahad 

The KVK Palakkad k one of the National Trainuic 
('enties for Field Experience Training for the AlS 
Piohationers. The maw oNjec tive of tIlls trainine 
proeranime is to pros ide AR.S Probationcrs an 
oppor111110 or gaining first hand e\perience and 
insight into the agricultural and rural development 
scenario Ili general and on the problems 	tanning 
conlrnunutv in particular. PRA guidelines sserc 
followed for conducting studies on basic resources. 
crops grown. social structure, indigenous 
technologic. problems of livelihood and working 
patterns of the farmers. 

Centre for Studies on Gender Concerns in 
Agriculture 

This Kendra is functioning as the nodal centre for 
the centre for gender concerns of the Kerala 
Agricultural Tnivcrsi t at the Central Zone. The 
Training Organizer is functioning as the Co-
principal Investigator for the project on "Gender 
analysis of farming systems for sustaining the 
technological development programmes and 
livelihood under NATP". 

Kerala  State Women's Development  
Corporation 

The Kendra actively collaborated with the 
Corporation's project to impart vocational training 
to the women in the Tirurangadi Block of 
Malapurani. Training Organizer also functioned as 
a member of the Project Monitoring Committee. 

State Department of Agriculture 

The KVK actively collaborated with the district 
level coordination committee of the State 
Department of Agriculture in three districts namely. 
Thrissur. Palakkad and Malappurarn in the 
following central sector schemes. 

it National Watershed Development 
Programme for Rain led Areas. 

ii 	Macro Management in Agricwtuie. 
'tooth a I id agriculture 

Kerala Minor Irrigation Project 

fnder a ineiw randum of understand rig ss ith i he 
Kerala Agricultural f 1 niseritv. the 'erala M i or 
Irrigation Project identified the K\K lalalkad oi 
organiting training prograninies on (ialii\ 
Production and Integrated Pest Maiagemen in 
rice to the beneficial farmers uncLr the pr 	Cl. 

during 2001-02. 

Kerala Horticulture Development Pi'ograriiriie 
(KHDP) 

The KVK Palakkad served as a training centre for 
the technical staff of KHDI. being inj Iementci by 
the Government of Kerala in collahorai ion with E 11. 
Training on communication skills to the rna icr 
farmers of KHDP was organized by KVK Pala1ad 
during 2000. 

Farmer's Training Centre, Alathur 

The KVK has been offering the facilitator's rek to 
this training centre under the auspice; of the State 
Department ol Agriculture. Train rigs have been 
imparted to Agriculture Officers. Assistants and 
farmers at KVK Palakkad. 
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RAT'['(_', l\Ialamg u lia 

The KVK has been ol ring the services of resource 
persoi ml for the v H ions training programmes 
organ s.:d by RATT' to Agriculture Officers and 
Assis ants. The cuir aculum for each training is 
design. d after a d :a lid training need assessment. 

Integuted Child {)ivelopment Services (ICOS) 

ICDS f the Depul!ncnt of Social Welfare is in 
reguka contact wit 1 1 it. KVK for technical support 
in tile F training pi-co ammes and establishment of 
nutrit in gardens. /1 any of the field oriented 
pro-r. mmes are implemented  with  j 01111 

coltaft.ration. Sonic OFT programmes are also 
imple vented throutl Anganwadis. 

Direct:'rate of HeaUh Services 

The K/K has exier ded technical assistance in 
health ampaigns c oozed by the Primary Health 
Centrci (PHCs) 	md around Pattambi. The 
personl]el from the .{r me Science Department serve 
as rest: urce perse n 	n their observances like 
Nutriti: n Week, Rae lii campaigns of Pre School 
childran, Pregnant at:] Lactating Women etc. 

RA%\ E: training proramme 

The K\ K Palakkae i ene of the training centres of 
the RAVE training p: egramnie for the B.Sc. (Ag.) 
students from the 111cc different Agricultural 
Col lef es under tile K rila Agricultural University. 
The s .ijdents are gi en ample opportunities for 
intera:dng with far ners, visiting the different 
farmin: situations it: the district and conducting 
traillirCS for the fitri ions during a period of one 
week. They are alsa :ie11 exposure to the training 
need L icssment. 

Kera a Institute for Research, Training & 
Development Studics of SC & ST (K!RTDAS) 

Vocational training pr grammes exclusively for SC 

& Si iarniers and farm women were orgatitied by 
KVK Palakkad with the financial assistance of 
KIRTADS. The course was of two week duration 
on "Integrated agriculture. The beneficiaries crc 
volunteers of KIRTADS selected fronl live districts. 

NC() collaboration 

In the past 5-6 years, it was felt that research and 
extension in agriculture under the public system 
somehow was failing to adequately address the 
needs of the farmer clients. Also tile State 
Government was finding the costs of the system to 
he very high. The idea of collaboration between 
government and non-government organizations 
was mooted at this time to cut the cost and make 
this system more need based. It was thought that 
non-government organizations would he able to 
effectively play an intermediary role in organising 
farmer groups for skill development, to develop 
farmer's ability to articulate needs and also to assist 
government bodies in responding to farmer's needs. 
On the other hand the government organizations 
would provide Financial and technical support and 
wide geographical coverage. 

Some of the eases where KVK Palakkad had 
established collaboration with NGOs are presented. 

1. Association of Nov-traditional Employment 
of Women (ANEW) 

ANEW is an NGO working in the field of micro-
credit for rural women for self-employment 111 

Palakkad district. The KVK has made a tie up 
arrangenlent with ANEW in training all their 
beneficiaries in opening up new ventures with 
the credit available through ANEW. The KVK 
has adopted a village Varode near Ottappalani 
and ANEW has extended their credit facilities 
to this area to complement the activity. Tile 
KVK has also prepared projects for development 
of a horticulture nursery, vegetable 
demonstration unit and model homestead at the 
ANEW farm. 
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2. Hm Crest 

Elm ('rest is in NG() s orkine in foe field of 
snittation and drinking s aler supple under the 
(iovernmeni of Kerala. The N(i() has formed self-
Lip groups of vonien for their programmes. The 
organizers realized the relevance of KVKs for 
imparline agri-hased socational trainines for their 
benefleinries. A training need assessment of these 
beneficiaries ss as organized by the Kendra. The 
KVK imparted trainings in the field of commercial 
vegetable cultis ation and processing of fruits and 
segetahfe preservation. 

Plate 24. Pliiniine aplinn at ihe lichen Keller 
lniituie or vtsualI\ cliat ]ell Led 

3. Helen Keller Institute for Visually 
Challenged, ( )ttapalam 

lielleti Keller institute for Visually challenged is a 
non-governmental organization based at 
\bnianikulam in Palakkad district. This organization 

focuses its attention on vocati tial it 	ug 
programmes Ii 111C Hilliates o ho iii blind. 
KVK associated itself o ith the varion , tc ti\ In 	of 
I lehlen Keller institute for its pronra III me. 	lie 
association has also resulted in sett lir tip a hi 
plant and an orchard lor the hostels o die institui n. 

People's Planning Programme 

The KVK Palakkad actively involved iii the Peo 1 es 
Planning Prograntmc implemented-I,  the Ki .ila 
State. The stall of this Kendra served us reset -ce 
persons in the state level trai ii ing pi( riimriies 	id 
as members of Krishi Karma Samithi s of vai ins 
Panchavaths in Palakkad. Ma!a.purain cud 
Kozhikkode districts. 

1\Iedia participation 

The scientists are contributing to tlic lroadeais of 
All India Radio Farm & Home Prog ainme) of H ith 
Thrissur and Ko7hikode regularly. The local ct 'V 
and P('V Channels and nanow cast iogra III I'll of 
Door Darshau are also giving e\te 1 ye cos e . ge 
to all the activities of the Kendra. 

Only through strengthening the inkages and 
through seeking more avenues of ehlahora1011, 
farm science centres can reach out It the fan i ng 
communit at large. KV K. Palakkar 	quite a' ire 
of these and strises to establish functi nal hink,ines 
with many organisatious involved ii aSN'IcUll ural 
de ye iop me tits. 
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CHAPTER-7 

DOCUMENTATION OF INDIGENOUS 

r TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE (ITK) 

The farmers all ovrr tEe world have a tradition of 
experimentation aria developing indigenous 
knowkJge for solui n to many of their agricultural 
probk ns in harmony ith nature. The key features 
of such indigenous k iowledge are reducing risks, 
afforthaiility. ready a Lillability, compatibility with 
currert practices, v; Si )le results within a reasonable 
amouir of time and satisfying multiple needs. 
Docuventation o uch indigenous knowledge 
resources will pro 	a base to the agricultural 
resea. hers and cx ensionists for appropriate 
hlendwe with the res arch information. 

A fe 	f the notable nnovativc ideas identified in 

the various fields of agriculture and allied sciences, 
which are verified and documented by the KVK 
are presented. 

Plant Protection 

• Vegetable seeds can be stored without pest attack 
by mixing them with cow dung and ash and 
keeping them as cakes in the kitchen wall. This 
helps in retaining the viability of seed. 

• Preserving pulse seeds as dry pods as such 
reduces the incidence of pulse beetles during 
storage. 

• Spraying the extract of a local variety of chilly 
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nameI 	kanthari ss Heli is very hot co III parcc] 
to all oilier chillies is elEctive in controlling 
veuetahle pests. 

• Esinu ureen leases ol kodaku tree as multi 
purpose green lea! iiiaiinre is good br inipios ing 
soil health. These eases have a pnnciple ss hicli 
svoiks acailsi harmlul soil bacteria and fun-, i. 

• Ercctinri bird rests usino coconut fronds is 
11CIIII'Lll to destroy rice pests 

• I sine earlic and flour of heneal cram is ci lecuve 
as repellant against rats, and the practice is not 
ha/ardouS to pun! tr\ 

• I 1s111g,  a mixture of' garlic and asafoetida is 
efbctise as liseci pest repellant. sshich is non-
hazardous and pollution free. 

• Etecting of bird scares using muslin or polytliene 
sheets is found to he effeetis e in keeping assay 
birds from paddy fields. 

• 1)epositi11g salt and sand mixture in the coconut 
fronds to kill rhinoceros heel! e is loLl nd to he 
eblectis e. 

• I3rusli Ill gor swecp III g rice plants rising branched 
bamboo thorns, leases of the plait 'parakom', 
and use of coir dipped in kerosene is elteetive 
to knock doss n leaf roller. 

• Leaves of phakom can he applied in the root 
zone of banana to control rhizome weevil. This 
has douhle advantage in the forni of organic 
manuring and Pest control. 

• Application of neem leaves protects seed! i ngs 
from  crab attack. 

• Aphids in cosvpea can be controlled by 
application of ss Lll- [Il ash. 

• Mixiig liceni leases \s ith cowpea seeds prevents 
storage pests. 

• Neem leaves are kept along with paddy seeds 
for storage. 

Agrononn 

• ('hettus azha cultivation along with paddy lsemi-
mixed cum relay cropping of banana in rice 
fields can be taken up in one year. 

• bringe cropping with cowpea can be taken up 

along he hunds of standing paeC\ crop. s '.ing 
labour and land. 

• In the riserhed s\ steal ol veget I e eultis I ion 
Ill snnumier season on the sand di lteie be I o I 
lfliarala JILL 7ha. a Lo( Id crop ol sri iniLr rC'-'L IL hlc 
is possible mthout an\ additio i of orl enie 
manure and fern! izem. 

• To reduce the nicidence of pe I md die i es. 
the plantingob pkIyshoulrlheJ lie hrlarill 
advance of the frill moon day. 

• Planting pigeon pea along hnnds of die p  eldr 
fields acts as ss md breaks aga r t 'lie ea tarn 
destructive so ids of Palakkad c'i, net. 

• Exposing seed.s to dim !ightafterr.I\ ing mc L Ise 
the vigonr of the seed\. This Ira: Ice is 	me 
during the cool nights of 	o CIII hCI L Ild 
1)eecniber. 

• Relay planting of Nendran hanana s ith 
transplanted rice can he snecessf I Ir practscd. 

Fisheries and Animal II ushandri 

• ('rushed tobacco mixed ss ith tende coeonri cail 
he used as an antidote for hvdoeyanica:id 
poisoning in cattle and goats. 

• Tamarind seeds. svhieli arc as ail,i ile ni pE 1k 
in summer, can he used as a sLil'ntute for Isli 
feed. 

• A osild variety of cactus common in the foci ity 
is ideal for the eradication of prcii uor\ fis los. 

• Neem oil can he used on the ss ound of lives a ck 
to repel lies. 

• A niixtuie ofneem cal and turmeric can be eed 
or controlling ssorm.s in calves - they art as 

system purifiers and disinleciant'. 

• Ground prunia bark can he applied to Ilea he 
wounds of cattle. 

• A1ss am seeds fried, ground arc mixed s oh 
aggerv s\ rup is usebul to treat dia 'rl(ea in ge Is. 

• Mango preserved in brine solu ion cam he 
applied on the mouth of goats to ciii e infecti ) is. 
which is a loss cost disin feciani. 

• (living coconut oil or coconut milk or arrar k to 
goats is useful to cure stomach ii a :1 so hid act 



as inflatulcnt. 

• Ler on grass oil b s a repellant action on poultry 
lic 

• Crjhed leaves of 'olappa spread on the floor 
Of pultry hous: C a11 ward off poultry lice. 

• Teflder bamboo i c fish poison. 

Honli ncience 

• Re tender seeds of tapioca can be used with 

red gram dhal for making pugath. 

• To prevent dand tiff and hair fall, apply the 

liquid obtained b / boiling shoe flower and its 

lea es with little line. 

• Culling both ends of ladies finger can extend 

keeping quality. 

• Application of lime juice or tamarind can reduce 

rancidity of coconut or palm oil. 

Agricultural Engineering 

• The indigenous water lifting devices like 

picottah, chakram (water wheel), swing basket 

and thonithekku (scoop basket) are used for 

irrigation in small-scale operation. They do not 

require electricity/fuel. 

• A low cost, easy to operate frame for designing 

contour is effectively utilised by the farmers. 
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CHAPTER - 8 

SUCCESS STORIES FROM THE FIELD 

KVK Palakkad has successfully demonstrated that 
a KVK can do more than a lot and is not confined 
in its endeavours to a limited sense of capacity 
building. The success stories clearly depicts that a 
KVK can he responsive to the realities of farmers 
and can transform their livelihood by technology 
application. Since the rilid 90s the emphasis of 
traininCs shifted its focus from mere skill 
development to enterprise oriented training. The 
KVK has promoted those individuals who 
approached the Kendra with the motive of starting 
a means of livelihood in agriculture and allied fields. 
A few of tile successful enterprises initiated with 
the technical support of the KVK are presented. 

1. The KVK Palakkad help:; to ideutifv 
opportunities: The case of Pth .una Ach liar, 
Eattauhl)i 

Mr. P. M. Kunhi Mohammed (37) 1 'adi njarLLk ath 
House, Poovakkodu, Maruthur P.O.. Pattanibi and 
Mr. P.M. Yusuf (28) are brothers belonging to a:or 
rural family. Mr. Kunhi Mohammed aid his family 
were struggling to meet their both cads mt1i he 
meagre wages they obtained from theield wo as 
labourers. Their mother had e\pired and their fair il) 
included an aged father and two yo .inrer brotirs. 
Kunhi Mohammed also worked as a Madrasa 
Teacher, which provided him a meagie amou it as 
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Plate 25. Earning I v ing: Mr. Kunhi Mohammed 
at his Pickling un 

salary Though Mr. 'dsuf was doing his B.Com. 
degree dropped out ic course as it was iiot easy to 
go about as he could r a: even afford to pay the fees. 
He Was in dire need x generating income for the 
famil\. 

It was a: this time, c at 
heard c,-'the one-m:r 
Krishi 'Jigyan Kendr 
Fruits and Vegetable 
training. During 
progri nme itself, the 
at horii, what they L 
immediately after :0 

started :o produce . 
Rs.30010 from t at t 

products could nat 
custoriers in the ma 
flopped and the arne 
lost. 

rig 1998 that the two brothers 
1' training progrmmme at the 
i, Palakkad on Processing of 

They decided to attend the 
ii course of the training 
v'o brothers started practising 
arnt from the training. Thus, 
iipletion of the training they 
i and halwa with a capital of 
it own earnings. But their 
catch the attention of the 
bet and as such the venture 
tnt invested was completely 

Thouch their first e p3rience was hitter, without 
losing much of their enthusiasm they took it as a 
challer .ze and decided no go ahead with some other 
produ :1 S. They putel ased all the fruits on a mango 
tree ft it season word Rs.50 and started producing 
picklt They made small polythene packets of 
mango pickle and in irketed them at the premises 
of \'anneri High S2hool at Puththanpalli. 
Perumpadappa. the main customers being the 
studeni.s. Each packit was sold at Rs. 0.50. This 

they continued for two months and finally they 
obtained Rs.500 from their investment of Rs.50. 
With this they got motivated and decided to expand 
the business. 

With the available Rs.500 they purchased variety 
of fruits such as mango, lemon, dates, amlas and 
garlic and also it few cans: They prepared different 
types of pickles and made polythene packets of 250g 
each and sold @ Rs. 10 except garlic which was sold 
@ Rs.15. They used a bicycle for door-to-door 
marketing of the produce. From this they received 
a profit of 40 per cent. In addition they participated 
in a three day local vipa000a inc/a and sold their 
produces for an amount of Rs.3000 which boosted 
their confidence. 

From then on, they decided to expand the business 
further. They procured different fruits during the 
peak seasons and stored them using salt and turmeric 
powder in airtight containers. Thus they procured 
3 t mango. I t lemon, 500 kg garlic, 500 kg dates 
and 1 ton kannirnanga (tender mango) annually. The 
pickles produced in different lots were packed in 
small polythene bags except 'kannimanga achar', 
which was packed in glass bottles as taste 
difference was noticed when packed in polythene. 
The produces were sold through retail shops at 20% 
commission and through door-to-door delivery at 
25% commission. At present they are getting a 
profit of 50%. 

During the peak fruit season, the customers prepare 

pickles themselves, which resulted in a reduction 

in the marketing of pickles. To tackle this problem 

they collected the fruits in lot and stored as such for 

preparing pickles in the off-season. They also 

prepared pineapple and grape squashes, in times of 

demand. 

With regard to the infrastructure, they started their 

production unit initially at Puththanpal Ii in 

Perumpadappa block and gradually shifted to 

Pattambi giving the name as Putluima Ac/tar with 



SS1 rceistcr number 0907/16342. Now they are 

operating the unit in a rented building at Rs. 1100 

per month. They pay monthly an amount of Rs. 100 

for electricity charges and Rs. 150/- as telephone 

charges. The unit possesses a ginger slicer 

developed by Mr. Kunhi Mohammed himself, a 

mixy, all electronic weigh balance, a sealing 

machine and a ts o-s heeler. They are planning to 

Purchase more machineries and a carriage vehicle 

for easy marketing with an intention to develop the 

unit. 

Mr. Kunhi Mohammed is engaged fully in the 

production unit and Mr. Yusuf in the marketing side. 

There are three lady assistants and three boys for 

marketing in the produces. The lady assistants are 

working from 8.30 am. to 5.30 p.m. and they were 

paid Rs.600 per month in the initial period and now 

they are being paid Rs.800 monthly. The marketing 

assistants are engaged on 25 per cent commission 

basis based Oil the order of selling. 

The brothers are quite satisfied with tile on going 

business and the major constraints faced in the 

marketing is lack of FPO certification. Till date 

they have not availed any loan but they are planniilg 

to get it for further expansion of the unit. The KVK 

Palakkad is their source of inspiration, guidance and 

support, which they acknowledge. 

2. The KVK Palakkad inculcates the message 
of diversification: The Case of SC/ST Women's 
Co-Operative Society, Pattambi 

A group of SC/ST women was given training Oil 

tailoring and embroidery at the KVK Palakkad for 

a period of six months during 1994. As a follow tip 

of this training programme the KVK Palakkad 

initiated a co-operative society in the campus with 

the financial aid of District Industries Centre (DIC), 

Palakkad. The organization was christened as 

"Pattambi Samyuktha Readyrnade Pattikajathi 

Plate 26. Mewhcrs of the Cooper iiivc S 

running of ciinieen 

Vanitha Industrial Co-operative Society Ltd' and 

started functioning from June 30. 1°5. 

The members of the society constituted entireb of 
uil-enlpioyed ladies of scileduled caste ::nd 
scheduled tribe. Due to lack of working capital 
available for purchase of machines. the soecty 
started with sewing machines available at the KVK. 
The society started "job work" ii ailoring and 
switched to production of ready-made clot aes 
utilizing tile funds created in the above proces. 

An admission fee of Rs.25 was colleced from each 
member. In addition an amount of Rs. 100 was 
collected as individual share fron each merlier. 
The Government of Kerala contributed an an (tint 
of Rs.900 for each member making he capital dare 
to Rs. 1000 from each member. The society 
continued its activities with increased welkin-
capital 

oiking

capital available. Each member was able to ram 

an amount of Rs.300-500 per month. 

The society employed a paid mern)e as secre:arv 

to maintain tile accounts. Tile organization is a 

sevcn member Director Board. The members meet 

twice every month to take stock of the functioning 

of the society. 

The society started door-to door sales of their 

products which were in high appreciation in and 

around Pattambi. In addition, materials were 

supplied through tile regular textile shops. 
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Due io intense co:r eition and lack of scope for 
expanuing the wot . ig capital of the organization, 
it wac pelt difficult A expand the venture. Hence it 
was decided to dl\ 	ii y the activities of the society. 
Thus the unit started a training cell to train women 
in taih:ring and emhnidery. At present there are 
about 20 students wl o attend the training program. 

In adiition, they als .tarted operating the canteen 
of the Regional A rcultural Research Station. 
Pattainbi since las two years and is running 
successfully. Other han serving food to the staff, 
as an .icorne generci1g activity, they also receive 
orders for catering s and when special functions 
are orcanized at the iation and also from outside. 

At porsent each ne 11 her of the society draws an 
amount of Rs. 100-: (100 per month from its various 
divers:fied activities The KVK continues its support 
in training and maigement of the society. The 
members attribute t cir success to the support and 
encouragement pi' ided by the KVK. 

3. The KVK crvinces the need of group 
approach: Panti :hikkavu Nellulpadhaka 
Padaekhara Sa iiii thy 

Parut iikkavu Net u padhaka Padasekhara Samithi 
is Iccated in ( hittoor. Thathamangalam 
Municipality of Fe] dkad District in Kerala. This 
is a group of lu mers who have organized 
themselves to sue s;fully run their agriculture as 
a prel table and Sc it-] riable model for the State. The 
Sarniihi was indi ted with the formation of a 
Karshaka Charcli a Samithi (Farmers Discussion 
Fort ci) in 1980 vJt 125 farmers spread over 25 ha 
of paddy fields. 

Though there v a a well organized Karshaka 
Charcha Samith functioning the farmers were 
praci ising the 	arious cultural operations 
indis dually. The Semithi identified this practice 
as hinging a grcai loss to the individual farmer. 
The KVK Palakkn J intervened at this point and 
suggested certain uasures to reduce the cost of 
Cultivation of ii( -,  and to make rice farming 

Plate 27. Members of Paruthikka\ u Padasekhara 
Samithy with the Zonal Co-ordinator, ICAR 

profitable. With this inspiration, the Sarnithi started 
its activities in 1982 with community paddy nursery 
using Jaya variety of paddy during the first crop. 
With the implementation of the community nursery 
in the padasekharam they could realize that this 
single practice could reduce the economic loss 
remarkably. They were motivated to practice this 
group approach in other cultural operations too and 
thus they started group farming in 1989. 

The group farming along with a scientific approach 
in paddy cultivation reduced the cost of cultivation 
and increased the income of the farmers. A 
comparison worked out is presented in Table 12. 

The Samithis activities proved to be successful 
and soon this attracted the attention of farmers of 
thje area and the membership of the Samithi 
increased to cover more farmers spread over 75 ha 
of paddy fields. Presently the Samithi has 102 
members with land holdings ranging from 30 cents 
to 10 acres. The common nursery concept was 
widely appreciated and the All India Radio prepared 
a special programme for the benefit of other farmer 
organizations in the State as a model for reducing 
the cost of cultivation through group approach in 
farming. This was later on adopted by the 
Department of Agriculture, Kerala as a model to be 
extended throughout the state. 

The exemplary work of Paruthikkavu Nelulpadaka 
Padasekhara Samithi in the field of rice farming 
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Area 
(acre) 

1 821 

40 

140 

12(1 

100 

80-

8(1 

40 

Year 

Table 12. Comparison of inch idual v eroup farming 

Cast of cultivation for I ha ,\seiaec % ield. Cost of piddy Pout 

(R4) kg/ha Es (RS) 

Individual farmine Es. 12500 3250 19500 7000 

G101.11) firming Rs. 10500 5000 30000 	 1 Q50( 

led them to become the recipient of the first "Net 

Kathir " award instituted for the best rice group 

farming society in the State by the Government of 

Kerala. The latest recognition secured was as one 

of the eight farmer organiiations by Government 

of India's Ministry of Agriculture being a part of 

their "Integrating Front Line Extension System in 

the Couniry''. This is a pointer towards the future 

in Agricultural Extension strategies to be adopted 

for meaningful transfer of technology. 

Though the concept of group farming has been 

evaluated many a time. a few conclusions of the 

farmers organization are presented herewith. 

1. The interest in group farming in the area 
increased 

Indicator : Increase in area over the years under 

paddy cultivation in group farming 

Measuring tool : Records of the samithy regarding 
acreage. 

2. N'Iemhership in the samithy increased 

Measuring tool Records of the samithy regarding 
membership 

3. Paddy farming has become more profitable 

3.1. Production under group farming has increased 

Measuring tool : Yield data collected by KVK 

Palakkad and Samithy records 

3.2. Cost of cultivation has come down 

Figure 8. Ajea under group farming o,  et the year 

Measuring tool : Comparison bet s een cal I er 
traditional nursery (in normal Si uatiom of 

individual farming) and cornn1un t 	11LI
JISCI-,r Lis 

 

stated by farmers of the group and oi hcrs in MCN,  IV 

areas. 

37 

Year 

Figure 9. Membership in the Samiihies 

3.3. Quantity of paddy sold as seed increased (die 
to higher value) 

Measuring tool : Records maintained ay the sam toy 

3.4. Repayment of hank loans has incriased 

Measuring tool : Records of loan viiled by tue 

members and its repayment as collected by tie 

Primary Co-operative Samithy. 

120 

IOU 

80 

(10 

40 

20 
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Table 13. Yield from t-  top farming  

Year Yield in hi: c e Yield in terms of yield 
seed ratio 

(Vernacular unit - Mciii) 

1990-01 850-9:0 10 
1991-1 ): 900-10)( 10 
1992-1 ) ::   J 00-120i I 11 
1993-0. 1200-125 12 
19940: 800-8:0 8 
1995-0: 1200-10 13 
1996-0: 12501. 5 13 
1997-0 1500-1:5 - 15 
1998-0 1000-1(51 10 
1999-01 1 1  1650-F0111 16 
2000-01 1700-1751 17 
2001-0: 1700-)01 20 
2002-0 20002.01 23 

* 1994-c i drought ye..r 

3.5. The fertility status of soil increased 

3.5.1 Indicator: Preparation of soil map every year: 

Measuring tool : Verification of soil fertility maps 
prepared by the samithy. 

The sarnithy has kept records of soil maps prepared 
since 1990 along with the recommendation of 
fertilizers to be applied. 

3.5.2. Indicator: Soil pH has moved towards neutral 
over the years. 

Measuring tool: Records kept by the samithy 
regarding the soil pH. 

Table 14. Comparison u )rofit: Traditional vs community nursery 

Particv.lars Traditional nursery Community nursery Net Profit 
Seed (jiantity 125 kg/ha Rs. 1250 80kg/ha Rs.800 Rs.450 
Nurscy area tor la rain field 25 cents Rs.500 10 cents Rs.200 Rs.300 
Cow cI ing It Rs.600 0.4 t Rs.240 Rs. 160 
Pullin.,  of seedlings 20 women Rs. 1000 8 women Rs.400 Rs.600 
Total Rs. 1710 

Table 16. Details of loan availed by the members 

Table 15. Quantity of sced produced from 1991-2002 

lear Quantity (kg) 
991-92 1000 
99793 1500 
993-94 2000 

.994-95 1000 
995-96 2500 

1996-97 2500 
997-98 5000 
998-99 5000 

1999-00 5000 
2000-01 7000 
:001-02 20000 

Year No of members 
who availed loan 

No. of defaulters 

1990-91 10 0 
1991-92 15 0 
1992-93 25 0 
1993-94 30 0 
1994-95 30 0 
1995-96 40 30 
1996-97 60 10 
1997-98 70 14 
1998-99 	I 80 15 
1999-00 85 32 
2000-01 80 14 
2001-02 88 15 

Learning: The market forces have an impact on the repayment 

of the loan. 



and are earning average pay of Rs I 00 per i) nub. 
One trainee has set up her o n tnhiting con r:. At 

present there is a problem in gettin more 	01)10 

4. The KVK bridges the digital divide: 
Computer Training Programme for Women 

Plate 28. Computer training in progrc at K'v K 
Palakkad 

The Krishi Vigyan Kendra started a computer 
training centre equipped with one P- III server and 
five celeron work stations along with other 
accessories like printers, scanner and UPS for 
imparting vocational training in computer for 
educated, unemployed women of western blocks 
of Palakkad district. This project was financed by 
District Panchayath, Palakkad. The Kendra has 
already completed training 8 hatches. 

Details of trainees who completed the training 
programme are furnished in Table 17. 

The extent of employment to computer trainees in 
computer related vocations is given in Fig. 10. 

3_ 

ç _J 
H.. 

Figure 10, Pie diagram showing computer i cijiod 
employment of Batch I trainees. 

About 24 women who completed the training 
programme are working in areas related to computer 

Table 17. Details ol computer Ira! nc 

Batch No. of 

trainccs 
Thu ices WhO have tal CII up 
computer r 	aicci voe it ions 

Numho (/ 	ol 
Batch 1 22 7 31 

Batch 2 17 4 

Batch   16 5 3] 

Batch 4 7 4 57 

Batch 5 15 4 

Batch 6 t  5 45 

Batch 7 14 3 21 

Batch 8 22 on goir 

emplo\ed in computer field due ta a sloss down in 
the computer related sector. TI ore has het n an 
attempt to link up with the District I ajustries Joiure 
to give financial aid to the traineos to set ui their 
0\\ 11  shops. 

5. Subhasree - a striking cvii circe of vi men 
empowerment and promo .i in of nostcr 
trainers by KYK 

S ubhasree Food Products, a k no ss ii name t and 
around Nellava Panchayath offers an intecsting 
case of the innovative extension appriaches aJopted 
by KVK. 

Sreedevi Amnia (49) belongs to an a'lcieflt 
aristocratic family. The sudden deLth of her husband 
and teenaged daughter came as a ii Ow to be'. It 
took her months to come out of the trait ma. These 
days she earned her living through making papads 
for Rs.40Iday 

Resolving to work for a social cause she or2.01i7ed 
a group of 10 women into the ''Si ihriasrec \ anitha 
Society" in January. 2000. She ironiiscd to give 
her colleagues .-4 days of employment pet s'eek 
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in papa:.1 making. The profit was shared among the 
memb os. 

In Jul' 2000. her ere i also ventured into pickle 
and Wa r making. fl coincided with the training 
she recaived at KV ( on "Fruit and vegetable 
preservation" whici iosted her confidence. In 

Plate 29. Inaus,u Ltion of Suhhasree food 
proce ng unit 

Augmi 2000 her g:o. F,  took up door to door sales 
to enswe instant sa a 1 products. The returns were 
not comparable to in efforts put in, but she took it 
LIP as i challenge. dl e area of marketing taken up 
were iffices and ames at Palakkad town. 
Manriiiakkad and V .i appuram. Onam fairs and 
Jubik i: celebratic i aL KAU campus, Pattambi 
helped the group MC ntarily and also with regard 
to greiler exposure. 

The it I lal investni: n ii the enterprise was Rs. 100 
per he ai which ann i n :ed to Rs. 1,000. The Block 
Panchaath dishure. in amount of Rs. 10.000 as 
subsid, and Rs. if . JO as loan towards the fruit 
procesing unit. La year, Vijaya bank granted a 
loan cf Rs. 1 .00.00t t )\vards the upgradation of the 
FP un:. The repayi:lant amount being Rs.1.120 
per mouth. 

The namhers ofSuol a;ree Vanitha Society ensures 
particHation in all :r ii lings on food processing at 
KVK namely. haL.g  vatering, preparation of milk 
products and the like Thus, on inspiration to take 
up ha Jig, after attcn.i ig the bakery course in 2003. 

she purchased an electric oven worth Rs.4.5001- for 
the production of 'sugar free biscuits'. This has 
also become popular in addition to their 
conventional pickle and chutney items. 

The women are earning an amount of Rs.20/day 
for 24 days a month, which has attracted many more 
women into the group. However managing a kirger 
group was difficult, which led to formation of 3 
women's' groups in Nellaya Panchayath working 
on the same line. 

In April. 2004, her group initiated a 'Vanitha 
Canteen' at the main road side at Nellava, in a rented 
building. Vegelarian meals are in great demand ]it 

this canteen at a nominal rate of Rs.10. The auto 
drivers and bank staff are their regular clients. 

Highlig by Srehting, another aspect of this enterprise led 
cdcvi is that. KVK utilizes her services as a 

Master trainer in many of the Off-campus training 
programmes. It has helped to boost her morale and 
also helped to give wider exposure to her group. 

Plate 30. Pickles being packed at the Unit 

The trainees are inspired to take up such ventures 
from this master trainer. 

In April, 2004 KVK arranged Mrs. Srcedevi as a 
resource person to handle classes for Centre for 
Management Development. Kerala State, in their 
workshop for "Women enterprises". They called 
her for similar workshops at Palakkad and 
Malappuram. The Institute of Printing Technology. 
Shoranur, too made use of her services in similar 
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training programmes under the Conimunitv 
Polytechnic Centre. She is actually able to inspire 
vomen into such enterprises, which is more 

motivating than a trainer from a training centre. 

Recalling her achievements, Sreedevi points out that 
group functioning \s as her strength. she does not 
ignore the economic losses at times and it had only 
made her to go on ss tb it as a challenge. Besides. 
she cherishes the recognition her occupation has 
brought her today. She recognizes the thrust and 
Partnership facilitated by Krishi Vigyan Kendra. 
Palakkad. 

6. KVK. Empowering landless women for 
sustainable agriculture 

This venture was taken up on a group of landless 
rural women at \1attamkulam with the collaboration 
of the Vattanikulam Krishibhavan. The whole 
programme was designed after participatory 
planning process in connection with the Watershed 
area development programme. The major 
technological interventions by the KVK included 
water harvesting, organic farming, scientific 
cultivation of rice and, vegetables, processing of 
fruits and vegetables and rice farm mechanization. 
The programme is being organized through three 
self help groups of women namely Grameena. 
Sustliira and Swasraya. The groups started rice 
cultivation in leased lands of 3 acres during 2001 - 
2002. Now they are cultivating rice in an area of 

36 acres using improved varieti s from R \RS. 
Pattambi. The\ are also preparing '.ornliconjlost. 
hiopesticides and cultis atiug azolla j: ereen micLire 
as \\ell  a animal heed. KVK is immrting ho] on 
campus and off campus trainings to ipdate cu the 
advanced information iii the concet red fields. file 
initial performance of these experi nionis was well 
honored by the Ho-n. Minister for Agricu tire. 
Government of Kerala at a public I ui etion. 

Plate 32. Minister of siate ticit i Lung the /urnen s roup 
engaged in group farming 

7. KYK in participatory farm mechanization. 

With the active collaboration of Krishi Rim yin, 
Anakkara participatory technological nterseii i 
in rice cultivation are being attempted by the K ri slit 
Vigyan Kendra in the Perumbalam p.idasekhor im 
of Thrithala block. The farmers o Ole area crc 
abstaining from rice cultivation due to [HC high iage 

Plate 31. Paddy eutti vatiun undertaken by women of 
Vatiamkulam being harested 	 Plate 33. Dc nuns irai ion Oil the use 01'C( 1ni-n eed -, 
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rare and vu asad iN Ins of labour or tuik. The 
Keudras o cctive '.s js to demonstrate a rechuolov 

hich coo d suhstiiure the labourers and reduce the 
cost oft n!Livatiou and ihcrehs hruiaiuo [he farmers 
hack to ihoir rice [rIds Appropriate mechanization 
at van ins stagos of the crop such as use 01 
inecharocal tranplanter. conoss ceder etc. ssas 
carded utri the area ss tb the active support horn 
the Aenicultura Enerneering College lavanur 
under he Ker;d Agricultural University This  

technology has resulted in reduction of cost of 
cultisatiou to the tune of .10 percent and the Krishi 
hihas an has plans to extend this program to other 
padasekharanis under the Knrshr 11 havan. For 
elfectise implementation of the proposed 
programme a farmer centered organization. 
Tracking Agricultural prospect and effective and 
scientific coordination sarni thy. TRACES' has 
been formed and the KVK is imparting irainings 
Oil various aspects of rice cultivation to this group. 
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Plate 34. Pal akkad Panchayath President faa it:ine the 
Young entrepreneur 

CHAPTER-9 

INNOVATIVE METHODOLOGIES ADOPTED BY KVK PALAKKAD 

All through the 25 years, KVK has tried out many 
approaches and techniques for transfer of 
technology in the field of Agriculture. A few 
significant novel attempts are listed below: 

'Catch them young' programme 

This innovative methodology of transfer of 
technology aims at imparting the basic know-how 
of various aspects of agriculture and allied subjects 
to the younger generation - UP School students. 
This programme envisages cultivation of various 
crops in the school premises along with earning a 
small pocket money and diversion from the 
monotonous curriculum. This programme has been 
successfully implemented in and around most of 
the schools in Pattambi. 

Recognising the 'unrecognised' 

KVK. Palakkad initiated the programme for 

recognizing individuals for t irir outstanc ilg 
contributions in various fields. X ming undei as 
mandate like best young ent peneur. you ig 
farmer, agricultural entrepreneu- t: They woul I 
otherwise never get a forum i 	receiving it 

recognition.This is an effor, I t has bec 
appreciated by one and all. 
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Keeda Nireekiana Sena 	 Vocational training programme on fruit mid 
vegetable processing 

This o as a iio'cl attempt initiated by the Kendra in 
Nellaa I'anllmvath. A group of enthusiastic 
farmers inc 1  uding a number of youth had 
voluneered kr he training programme on control 
Of' iIii:es in c L( nut and pests in rice. They \\ crc  
also Llvcll Ira nine on other aspects such as repair 
and nai ntenance of plant protection equipments. 
IPV t ampaig I t)r rodent control. biological control 
of cs p pests :I. KVK still continues to have feed 
hac with these volunteers who look into the plant 
pro ection of cOconut and rice in their areas. 

Pan poornatha 

This programme. niitiated in 1999-2000. envisaged 
field evel dci 'ionstration in water shed management 
Ill a rum \satrr died in Vaniyamkulani Panchayath. 
The prograrinie involves formation of native 
groa is. tral Ill ng on water and soil conservation and 
agr krcstr\ 	This \\01.11d  he monitored through 
Pau havaths or oilier related des elopment agencies. 

\\ulnen's C(I1 

The Krishi 'vieyan Kendra Palakkad has been in 
ill( ,  forefror of organizing various ssoinen 
enjowermert programmes in the field of 
agiculture t:iJ allied areas. The KVK accords 
pr moe impol tance in including women in the 
nlumdator\ Jet vitmes. I)uring the year 2002-03, the 
KVK conLIuciod a total of 90 training programmes 
ssilr a total 152 10 trainees of shich 40 per cent 
\\ Ire  WI nic i 

Cunputer 1 reining programme for rural women 

ThI KVK has started a computer training centre at 
a ital cost n Rs. 5.7 lakhs funded by the Palakkad 
District Fail I ia'ath. The centre is eqtupped with 
on P-Ill se \ Lr and five celeron work stations along 
55 iti othe accessories like printer, scanner and UPS 
Ii r imparti to vocational training in computer for 
educated. unemployed women of western blocks 

alalskad e strict.  

I fnemplovment is the horning issUe among the 
educated women in our society. Considering the 
role of women in development, there is an essential 
need to he instrumental in opening avenues of self-
employment. Fruit and vegetable processing is a 
field with lot of potential in this regard. I Jnder the 
auspices of the Pattambi Block Panchayath, young 
women aged 18-35 years were given one month 
training on fruits and vegetable preservation in 
1999-200)). 

Training programme on handicrafts 

As an earnest effort to bring hack the neglected rural 
crafts, a few sponsored training programmes on 
various crafts were conducted. This also aimed to 
provide employment to our rural youth. Since 1903. 
training on various handicrafts using bamboo. reeds 
and canes were organized. The latest training is on 
value added products of coconut shell and banana 
fibre for it period of three months, imparted to a 
group of 25 SC women under the auspices of Block 
Panchavath. 

Kitchen garden at work places 

The KVK has links \\ tb  the ICDS, the svelfare 
programme for women and children below poverty 
line. The programme envisages setting up of 
nutritional cum medicinal gardens around these 
institutions so that it will serve as demonstration 
cum tiaining activity. 	As an initiating step. the 
Kendra organized an orientation programme for the 
Anganawadi workers of Thrithala and Pattambi 
Blocks. Anganawadies having sufficient basic 
facilities were selected and the demonstration units 
were established. The programme is going on well 
and will be estended to other area of the district. 
Based on need assessment, training on nutrition 
gardening, growth monitoring and child health, 
processing of weaning foods etc. are also being 
conducted. 
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Vocational training programme of the Kerala 
State Women's Development Corporation 

The Kendra actively collaborates with the agency's 
project to impart vocational training to all women 
in the Tirurangadi Block of Malappurarn district. 
The project envisages capacity building, 
entrepreneurship, financial management etc. among 
the women in the block. The training organizer 
acts as a member of the Project Monitoring 
Committee. The KVK organized several orientation 
training programmes on gender analysis to the link 
workers of the project. 

Women in Agriculture Programme of the 
Department of Agriculture 

Palakkad district was identified for the central 

scheme -- 'women in agr c [I-Aire' in the [X Plan. 
Thirty self-help groups vi h 600 members were 

formed by the State Dep.i trient of Agr culture. 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra Eaakkad conducted an 
induction training prograru k on agro-enkrprises 
at various locations in t:1( Kerala Agrultural 
University. Training nce d assessmeni of the 
members was conducted by the KVK and cetaited 
training programmeson topi :s like poultr) rearing, 
nursery management, f -uit and vegetable 
preservation, mushroom ultivation etc. were 
imparted to the members At the end of the 
programme a 'Mahila Goshti was organized where 
products produced by these units were exhibited. 
The programme was rated a, highly succeful by 
the Agricultural Department in inciting the omen 
towards entrepreneurship iii igriculture. 
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CHAPTER -10 

SWOT Analysis of KVK PALAKKAD 

JLs as any other organization is ealua1ed, usine 
tl'i manaec rint tool, KVK Palakkad after 25 years 
0 	LS e.\ist2 ie is analysed for its streneths (S). 
\s caknessc W, opportunities If)) and threats IT). 

\ ralvsis of strengths 

K ,  Ks are the transfer of technoloov proJects of 
I 	AR disc h I-LML,  the mandate of disseminating 
seniifie information to the farniers and motivating 
hem to adopt the latest technologies. KVKs lay 
iniphasis o i skill based vocational traliling, 
comprehensive in approach cos ering all facets of 
prevailing farming system in the country. 

The KVK Pilakkad has attained a name for itself 
I,  this disti i t during the last 25 years through its 
ii ions attellipts of transfer of technology in the 
erm of Lrainings. workshops, seminars and 

demonstrations. The flexibility of training content 

and approaches to different soeio-cultural settings 
of the farmers have been appreciated by the farming 
community at large which reflects its strength. 

Analysis of weaknesses 

Agriculture, in the general scenario has prosed to 
be a non-viable enterprise, in the context of 
increased \sages, lack of aptitude and falling market 
prices of cash crops. This has affected the morale 
of the fraternity of KVKs. Model demonstration 
Plots in all agricultural and allied fields are lacking 
at the KVK premises. 

Analysis of opportunities 

Opportunities before the KVKs are immense. The 
productivity per unit of area is low and there is a 
growing problem of under - and un-employment 



among the rural people. KVKs can more fervently 
CYO into studying the gaps and needs and identify 
technologies. which would help solve these problems. 

Analysis of threats 

he vell oriented with the latest technological 
breakthroughs. Further, th Iirkage between KVK 
and research institution n i to he stren thened 
particularly in view of pr N i: sation of roearch. 
extension and input manage nent. 

In the light of globalization, the avenues of self-
employment enterprises requires refined training in 
areas of quality control. packaging, marketing and 
the like. This would require the staff of KYKs to 

The KVK Palakkad will r sc tip througi these 
challenges to restore agricult ire to its coved seat, 
through its determination a i 1:am effort. 
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CHAPTER - 11 

IMPACT STUDIES 

In I tHS(n a quick oral critical point test WUS 

C\ 

	

	cJ to assess the impact of training, since the 
lpC r and I enci I test was not ci vine correct 

sment due to discussion effect. 

H I Ii s neihod. lie trainees we allotted marked seats. 
'she h lile\ an n'i to change during the entire 

I ine. ('rjtL al information points of the content 
H lrainina ire identified 1w the trainer in advance 

anJ questiolo. are formed on these points. sshich 
an ,iskd Ha e and alter the training. The trainer 
a 	the quc .Iins to the group and gives the libert\ 

ii 	'Ic group to aIis\ver after raising the 
lIai .k. 'hhicr jinee then asks others if the\ agree or 
di I enee and ,I,o the reason. The process is repeated 
a H thti the k toss ledge score of each indis idual is 

Led out 

F'hi,s uj' ne\s are held frequentiv. Ill the fulluss 
Lill surse N 	a trainees of paddy cultivation. 
lit I,-,ctttage oh farmers adopting impros ed varieties 
kr the fir crop was seen to he (r percent in a 

hckl ill 199 and 63 percent in the survey 

held in 1990. After series of trainings in IPM to a 
group of farmers hio pesticide application ssas 
observed to increase from 23 percent to 63 percent.. 
Smokeless chulali was accepted by 75 per cent of 
the farm women, having been convinced of Its time 
and fuel saving nature. Such evaluations are often 
useful ft assessing the impact of training. 

Evaluation studies resealed that there was 
significant difference between trained farmers and 
untrained farmers in their extent of know ledge about 
the improved paddy cultivation practices Trained 
farmers had signi ficantl higher knoss ledge Scores 
ss 

 

hen compared ss iii nut raii ted fa rulers. 

Trainees had more favourable atti ttide towards high 
yielding varieties, soil testing and fertilizer 
application when compared to untrained farmers. 

The knowledge and adoption of farmers! farm ssorneii 
o ho attended various traini igs at the KVK Palakkad 
during 1994-97 are presented in Table 18, based on 
evaluation conducted oil the respondents. 
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Table 	18. 	Knowledge and adoption level of trainings 
SI. 	 Training 

No. 
Percentug 2 1 If 

population 	I o,iniz 
Knowledge ii c':ase 

Per 	ntagc of 
ado: 	ion 	in 
the :;opulution 

I Methods of scientific cultivation and intercropping in coconut garden 
2 	Techniques of raising rooted pepper cuttings and scientific 

method of cultivation 

67 

71 

18 

19 
3 	 Economic use of water 82 22 
4 	Integrated farming 7: 24 
5 	Identification of pest and diseases of paddy & their control measures 9 
6 	IPM in major vegetables 
7 	Propagation techniques and nursery management of fruit 

and ornamental plants 71 
8 	Scientific methods of vegetable growing 73 
9 	Mushroom cultivation 81 

10 	Commercial floriculture 73 4 
11 	Cultivation of medicinal and aromatic plants 71 ( 
12 	Training in back yard poultry and its management 65 3 
13 	Training in bee keeping 73 ( 
14 	Ornamental fish culture 65 8 
15 	Dairy cattle management Ti 24 
16 	Clean 	milk production 6.5 19 
17 	Fodder production 6) 1 
18 	Sterility in cows 76 
19 	Rabbit rearing Si ii 
20 	Training in growing fuel wood and softwood trees in homestead 8 
21 	Agro-forestry and organic farming 78 11 
22 	Biodiversity conservation 78 Ii 
23 	Fruit and vegetable preservation 81 12 
24 	Food adulteration and its hazards 87 24 
25 	Encouraging use of locally available food products 79 29 
26 	Diarrhoea management 80 6 
27 	Training on handicrafts 84 4 
28 	Training on tailoring 80 4 
29 	Leadership training 79 2 
30 	Transfer of technology methods 76 26 
31 	Maintenance and repair of plant protection equipments 79 12 
32 	Fish processing and preservation 78 7 
33 	Preparation of low cost weaning food 75 4 
34 	Preparation of balanced meal 89 35 
35 	Vaccination of poultry 75 12 
36 	Husk burial in coconut garden 83 23 
37 	Rizhobium treatment in pulses 61 11 
38 	Foliar application of urea in sesarnum 71 10 
39 	Layering, budding and grafting methods 78 8 
40 	Preparation of pesticides solutions and their applications 77 6 
41 	Different mulching practices 75 
42 	Preparation of tobacco decoction 78 28 
43 	Preparation of Bordeaux mixture 87 17 



CHAPTER-12 

MONITORING AND EVALUATION OF KVK ACTIVITIES 

L' al Management Committees (LM('s) were 
rcponsihle hr monitoring and evaluation of KVKs 

I 1998. Thereafter, Scientific Advisory 

C xnniit1ce 	Ks) were formed to look after this 

finction. 

Important recomniendations of the Local 

Fs In nagenwn: Committee 

1 )'9-90 Date 21.6.1989 

1. Joint Jirector of Agriculture of Palakkad 

district may he made available at LMC 

mectmg. 

2. Tra flings should he conducted in Alathur 

Block also. 

3. Film shows should be conducted for Village 

Youth Club members. 

1990-91 Date 5.6.1990 

I. The area of operation of KVK Palakkad 

should be extended to other parts of 

Palakkad district like Mannarkad Taluk. 

2. The need for post-training evaluation as well 

as the need of incorporating need-based 

training progra mmes like mushroom 

cultivation was stressed. 

3. On campus trainings on agriculture and 

allied aspects to tribal people deputed by 

KIRTADS were suggested. 

4. It was decided to select a mini-watershed of 

5-7 ha of land to demonstrate watershed 

management. 
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5. ThLing up demonstration Of cultivation of 
fodder species in 0.5 ha utilizing inputs from 
KLDMM hoard as decided upon. 

1991-921  Date 22.4.91 

I. Suecestions were made to include of ocial 
11 

forestry in training programme. 

2. The need for gk in'-poultry to tribal youth 
in training programmes was stressed. 

3. Popularising hay box through publications 
was suggested. 

1992-93 Date 5.5.1992 

1. Stress should he given to include more 
number of on-campus trainings utilizing 
expertise of RARS Scientists 

2. Progress report in Malayalam should he sent 
to LMC members. 

3. Draft proposal for on farm research research under 
N\VDPRA should he routed through 
Director of Extension. 

1. ,\dniinistration of K\K should he 
i1itOi1Oi1iOU nature. 

1993-94 Date 8.2.93 

1. Contents of each training programme hic 
to he documented in the lorul of 
puliliciiioiis. 

1994- 1995 Date 28.1.1 99 

D The number of pou t. V Iris suppl id under 
Lab to Land Progrcn me may he irereased, 

21 Necessary guidan : 	hould he given to 
multiply the inputs .L prlied by KV K dud to 
ssiden the circle of h neficiaries especially 
under National Deim nstration Proeamme 
and watershed progr m me. 

31 The programme uncer Problem Oriented 
Research should he o cesigned to Lover all 
areas of agriculture. 

1 	A purchase committer sould be cons ituted 
to purchase goats in Jcr Client Oriented 
Research Programme ( - SC/ST. 

It was suggested to 	r.duct more teining 
programmes in Aar LT ural Eneu -. ring. 
Agro-forestrv. Crrii "lanagetne' i and 
Presers auon of Fntits rn a \bgctah)es. 

fu Wide publicity should x given for tca!ning 
programmes (if K\ K. 

7) Trmning proeranIme. i old he so c .... kcd 
out that the rural dev 	p lt2llt progr tmes 
arc cltccti\el\ coila9 ad 'ith the L\ K 
activities. 

H Suggestions 	ere na 1' to set up riorO 
number of training it grammes it .l.icL-
coin-I sherics demonsu usn propranie. 

2 ..\cii iflc o!c(nlnlunht\ cdnnHlLt centic )O\ C 

to he re' ecU and the Prccs-cd produci 
disposed throuch saCS con ntc r. 

3. intruciional units in padd' !tia he started 
during first crop season. 

4. \il K\K Scientists have to be associated 
sI tb projects of R ,ARS. 

5. A state level seniinar cum demonstration on 
rice farm meCI'omi7a1Ion may he conducted. 

r 
Mi 

Hr die hcnefieiaries 	illage .-d 'Lion 
Programme.  the conn it ce suupcst ti to 
suppl\ poultrs birds ale R:\L  puhlcatians. 

109 INc committee sug ,c-ued doubling the 
production of cgetable seeds. s. 

Recommendations \\ete  made to e\te;!d all 
activ!ties of the KV5, 	eastern cic 

Palak kad dstri 



12 	J\bi'e 'ipliasrs to he given on Agncultural 
ErlgrnYring espcialIy in the introduction 
and p pularii.atron of improsed agricultural 
rniile r cuts dcsrned h\ KAL. 

2) EnhanLed bud et allocation may he 
rciue(d. 

- ) Art fic al itiseniination units should be 
startui it Ahhavam and RARS. 

I 5) Fodder development programmes in the 
Statir n should be strengthened. 

Reeomnieridations of QRT 

Tue Eighth uinquennial Review Team of ICAR 
recanimendec. the following technical guidelines for 
the effectic implementation of KVK's. The 
Oc hnical rcce mniendations for the Zone VIII (KVK 
U a iakkad ceries under this zone) is presented. 

1. it is uggested that the well thought out 
trailing programme and curriculum for long/ 
medium duration may he structured to use 
the hostel facilities in KVKs. 

2. Tl'c KVKs which are conducting frontline 
dciu instrations on oil seeds and pukes should 
expand their areas and also select new farmers 
C\ err' scar with innovations and new varieties 
of the demonstrating crops so as to popcilLiri7e 
the same in larger areas and help more farmers. 

2. It . suggested that KVK should organize 
nine oIl-ca III us training programmes so as 
to cover more area and numbers of farmers 
at i time to accrue the benefits of the 
programmes conducted by the KV Ks. 

4. Mre field days, exhibitions. kisari melas. 
ci mers interaction nleetnigs and other 

es ension activities should he organized by 
eaeh KVK so as to reach more number of 
farmers. 

5. in the area of On Farm Testing (OFT), more 
efforts and emphasis are to be put in to see 
that the problems expressed by larger 
sections of the farmers are identified for 
OFT. 

6. KVKs must demonstrate the latest 
technologies in farmers' situations With the 
active involvement of farmers and extension 
personnel in all stages of demonstration and 
training and thus facilitating the participation 
of all concerned to promote the technologies 
for its adoption. 

7. There is a need to enhance the KVKs 
coverage by collaborating with other 
agencies and line departments working for 
the rural communities. 

8. KVKs need to pay attention to the sponsored 
programmes. 

9. Each KVK should regularly send their 
trainers to update their knowledge and skills 
so as to make them competent in conducting 
their training programmes more effectively 
and purposefully in their  respective 
disciplines. It is also suggested that they 
should also hit the best performing KVKs 
particularly those recognized by the Council 
as the best KVKs to gain benefit of their 
activities. 

10. NGO KVKs need to be provided technical 
hack up by S.AU and !CAR and sers e better 
for the cause of farming contniunitv in the 
their area. 

Ii. The Trainer' Training Centres need to revise 
their programmes to suit to the needs of the 
KVK trainers so that the participation of 
KVK trainers in TTC programmes is 
encouraged. Critical analysis of the training 
needs. particularly of the home scientists of 
KVKs will help the TTC Avinashilingam in 
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attracting greater participation in their 
training programmes. 

12. Identification of the target groups other than 
the KVKs. analysis of their training needs 
and development of suitable training 
modules will help in improving participation 
of other than KVK trainers in TTC 
programmes. 

13. KVKs should show greater accountability 
of their activities through follow up actions 
and monitoring the impact on the 
individuals, families and communities. 
Farmer to farmer spread of technologies 
need to he encouraged and facilitated 
through supportive activities. 

14. KVKs must conduct agro-eco-system 
analysis for each for the villages where 

demonstrations are ialxll up. The brief 
profile of each ot h: villages ray he 
maintained as the ben ii nark and ceiipared 
for determining its in pct. 

5. Impact analysis i eds to he done 
periodically (2-s ears) by some 
independent agen: .'. Possibly, Zonal 
Coordinating Units iniv get it done. It is 
especially needed for tlose KVKs where 
performance is poor aid they need pecial 
attention and support. 

16. Each KVK has done g(c 3 ork in some areas, 
but the documcntato i. publication and 
preparation of video 'i in; of the activities 
especially of success stI ies are poor in many 
KVKs. Each KVK hmld publish its 
newsletter periodicaL). aiving details of 
activities and training 'n g'ammes etc. 

Important recommendations of Scientific Advisory Committee 

It SAC (28/9/98) 

SI. No. Suggestions Action Taken 

1 Attempts may he made to take up more 
no. of on-campus trainings 

The number of on campus ti 	fling are 
designed with more numfe 	Of days (4-5 
duration. More number of oi -firm trainin.: 
included in the Acton Plan 1 

2 Impact of traimngs may he properly 
compiled and documented Action initiated 

3 Publication may he brought out on KVK 
achievements Action initiated 

4 On-farm trial programme may he 
conducted on priority 

On-farm trial programmes ar: in dated on a 
priority basis 

5 Reappropriation of funds under 
contingencies may he done with approval 
from Zonal Coordinator Noted for future guidance 



211 SA( ( Ili. 1 1.99) 

1 	No. Suggestions Action Taken 

Pel- ori of activities niav he prepared in malayalani Done 

2 ( oluputer training programmes may he strengthened Being strengthened 

- II)c II) 	KVK need Of vehicle urgently Action taken 

I Cm pus amount of KAIJ revolving fund may he refunded Action initiated 

5 F LD/OFT program nies Without  thout may he organized 
du1 lication of IVLP. Noted for future guidance. 

3! SAC (212101) 

• No. 	gestions Action Taken 

c iedule of tralnings may he informed 
ill the Grania Panchavaths in the district 

The detailed activities of this KVK were 
informed to all the 91 Panchavaths in the 
district through KVK booklet with a request 
to sponsor potential trainees for the KVK 
train ings. 

2 rea General Managar, NABARD, 
Palakkad niav he included as a memher 
of the SAC 

KAU accepted the proposal and the AGM, 
NAI3ARD. Pa!akkad has been included. 

3 He ('orpus amount of ICAR Res olving 
FL lid of the Kendra may he refunded 

The corpus amount of Revolving Fund 
received from the ]CAR (Rs. I 	Lakh ) s as 
refunded fully during the month of Jul) 2001 

Aetivies of KVK may he documented 
L:1112 latest technologies Being done 

Make I'0110\\ up  of KVK actis Itic, and 
uduet impact assessment of the progranime 

Two feed hack programmes \\ crc  organ iied at 
the KVK involving the participants of the 
previous trainings. feed hack data collected and 
are being analysed 

)rganize a symposium on Youth in 
Agriculture for assessing the needs of 
tl'e youth in the district 

Organized the symposium on 13.3.21)1)1 

President, District Panchavath, Palakkad 
inaugurated the programme. 

KVK will chalk out innovatis e extension 
strategy to reach the unreached population 

Innovative extension strategies like 'Catch the 
Young", "Crop Gardens at 'SMirk Places" etc. 
were chalked out and are being implemented. 
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4" SAC (28/11/01) 

SI. No. Suggestions/recommendations Action taken 

The Block and District level Panchayath 
Raj institutions will be informed regularly 
on the training schedules by the Kendra 

Informed the block leve 	iiitutions. but the 
response was very poor. 

2 Identification of potential trainees. 
especially youths, for the vocational 
training programmes will he done with 
the co-operation of the three-tier 
Panchayati Raj Institutions, 

Action initiated through c 	ducting block lvel 
one day programme. This :uuld not he 
completed owing to the en -, I,, 	'vees strike This 
will be taken up before tI 	next reporting 
period. 

3 Linkages with the line department should 
he strengthened and efforts should be 
made to conduct TNA for the field level 
extension workers of line departments on 
major agricultural policy concepts. 

Lmkages with FTC, ICDS Agriculture ariA 
Forest Departments strer g honed. Many 
training programmes were conducted during 
the period 

4 Suitable changes and/or modifications will 
be proposed for specialized training for the 
members of the Self Help Groups among 
women in the district at the Computer 
Centre of the Kendra, financed by District 
Panchayath, Palakkad 

A meeting for this purpox c:uld not be 
convened despite our best 	fforts 

5 At block and district level orientation 
training on watershed management may 
be organized for the people's 
representatives with the co-operation of 
District Panchayath. 

Not yet materialized despit 	:ur best effc.s. 

6 Efforts for the collection and documentation 
of indigenous knowledge systems and 
utilization of folk media for transfer of 
technology may he initiated. 

Action initiated 
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511,  . 	C 122/7102) 

SI No. SLIeeeStioflS/recOmmeiidLItiOnS Action taken 

I The report of activities presented in the 

SAC meetinC should also he prepared 

in 	h'.aIayalam for a better transparency 

ailing the members. 

Prepared 

An awareness programme may he 

oi ci nized for the members of the three-tier 

P ii:hayath Raj System, about the role of 

K \ 	in the development of the area. in 

co1iboration with the District Panchavath. 

Despite repeated attempts this could not he 

organized. 

Fir iish 	proposals for 	strengthening of 

the computer training programme for the 

o iii women being undertaken at the KVK 

Wider the District Panchayath. 

Submitted a proposal under Xth Plan for the 

District Panchayath. 

.4 ] he house felt the urgent need of a suitable 

s el- icle for the Kendra. 

A new vehicle purchased 

5 The advance amount from the KAU 

i a 	be refunded 

Refunded 

6 Vh,,  IVLP Coordinator may be enrolled as 

ii member of the SAC 

Done 

7 'rynsmit 	discipline wise list of the staff 

i 	mbers to the All India Radio so as to 

dye them in various AIR programmes. 

Done 

S The number of KV K staff meeting convened 

diould also he reported in the SAC 

Done. Meetings arc held on the first working 

day of every month. 



01 SAC (6-6-03) 

SI. No. Salient Recommendations Action taken 
i Focusing 	activities in selected areas Activities are p 	iried on area basis 

during the curreur 	air 
2 Programmes on kNater harvesting may he taken up July- August mo ii is were obse; 	ad as 

water months all( 	intensive training 
progranimes on w tar harvesting were 
organized during U e period. The 	VK 
Newsletter for the p iriod highIighicd the 
significance of the 	o:Uc. 

3 Establishment of watershed model at KVK Action initiated 
4 Publication of 25 years of activities of KVK Action initiated. 	)raft prepare c 	for 

editing 
5 Silver Jahilee celebration of KVK Action initiated. 1n luded in the aaanda 

of 711  SAC meeting 
6 Associating with VVV clubs of NABARD Action initiated. LU aLssions held 

Plate 35. lIe L1CP[ S,\( mactine in 	ogress 



CHAPTER -13 

REFLECTIONS 

Sun. Kunhimhariinicd ILIiid it diiflcuU to maLe 
i eL cfLi he mp:Icm oI 111t., k\K tnLm!ninK 	Ii 	1), )1 11 erkk nice!. i hi hic mcIeiccaniiIic 	nm 

L!Hn iiiJ [IlL 	ihci 	l \ mini the MuurlKn. 
I\\:KlIi l)liclicnlJllliclic lilt illlemnjI 

uiih \ 	JiNIe. l\IIi1litii1ilIlrlurlej :piiL. lii l)r 

	

itII Scale trdliEijc. arc liii mdi 	.:t!ic 	)i\LIi. 	IlnIL 	JelilKI 	!l k\ K 	ii 	lic 
ati\cr Ii 	it tI lie III ph\Il lei] 1 1uhlciii iii the 	c',iiliuci 	IN. lI IL: prKc 
I- I I 	ill 

\c' lie ecIll 17 

Ii 	ii 	ii 	IIIIJeHINiI 	lit 

Jill Ili 	IiiLI fli 	INch ILL I 	ii 	tI Ii 	rel \UHH 

ihe 	ii 	cHit ci He i 11117 iLL 

p 	nellie J11111 iiJ liulni \\r[h 	ii 	111171 :Jpaai ii 
k 	l)ii( . IIIK \7iiiIiCl1\LLI LiiLLl 	H1 \\CJILU1t  

IilL iein \\c Pruelti lie i1i:.niee 	cmii die 

lelehILlir JIb lice hi 	mid piekud Lhcni. ide 
I UlHfllen \\cre  !i:linl\ the LLidCilL ruin [lie 
(H\enilIileiu Seined. Tink ilIlenlpI pitLeilician aniunnt 

1 k(tft tin linen Liii there \\:n no tunihrm back 

.tiflhlill3(l1lIlIll1lc(l i37i. Pad ilijIrILitl1 
Ii aklodu, \Iat'cjihur ( PO ). Jat1aniIij, 

I 	K111,ldc to paitra. 10111L, 01 111c, cll~cll  
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Q: What are your present assets? 
We have been able to purchase a plot of 50 cents. 
but the unit is still functioning in a rented buildino. 
opposite to the KVK. Three assistants are engaged 
in the unit @ Rs.800 per month. Besides two 
marketing assistants are also engaged on 25/ 
commission basis. There is a ginger slicer 
(developed by myself), niixi, electronic weighing 
balance. sealing machine along with a 2-wheeler. 

Q: How often do you visit KVK? 
About once in two months to share my experiments 
and clarify doubts. 

Case 2 

Suit. Sreedevi, K (49). 
Suhhalakshmi Food Products. Nellaya 

"Suhhasree Food Products", a known name in and 
around Nellaya Panchayath offers an interesting 
case of our enterprises. Proprietor of "Suhhasrce 
food products. Snit. Sreedevi Amnia admits that 
she has earned herself a name in Nellaya Panchayath 
due to the "Alulight\ s support and the constant 
support from KVK'' 

Case 3 

Shri. Gopalakrishnan is a mason by occupation. But 
lie has taken up mushroom cultivation as an 
additional income generating activity. When lie 
contacted KVK for the first time, he had already 
started cultivation. But he received a scientific 

Shri. P.Gopalakri hrian (45), 
Puthenkulangarathodi, Vilaoor (P0) - 6 309 

(Ph: 0492t-.!63964) 

orientation only after his tri dug at KVK 

He has been interacting thercafi.er. with his coubts 
and also experiments in rnu ream cultivat'n. He 
has been successful in prodtc den of mushrooms in 
longer columns, and also stile i ning the suH trates 
with other agricultural wast 

Case 4 

Snit. P.K. Sundari (35), 'A .-n her, Pattanihi 
Samvuktha Readvniade Pii tiI ajathi \'ane:ha 

Industrial Cooperative Socie v. RARS Campus, 
Pattamtti 

Srnt. Sundari was one among  t the trainee,  who 
recovered the sponsored tra ung in tailorir,2 and 
embroidery at KVK Palakha I ior a period of (a 
months during the year. 1991. 

Standing at  juncture of pover y. spinster-sh F and 
lack of moral support from home, slit was 
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corI\ inced I" the efIrts of KVK to participate in 
ilic iniriaiii of the cooperative society. The 
oia iiiitatho,0 as christened as Pattambi Saniukiha 
Rcadvmade Pa tit kajuthi \anitlia Industrial 
C wim-ativr Society Ltd. and started functioning 
frvn 30.6.19c5. 

Tic memhe -s of the society constituted of 
111ploe.1 SC/ST women. The society started 

wih job work in tailoring and switched to 
pio Juction of i'eadyniadcs clothes utilizing the funds 
ci c ited in the above process. 

DLI 	to i nlei o competitions and lack of scope for 
c , 	lhw working capital of the organization. 
it v, js deciecd to diversify the activities of the 
S uiet. The training centre for tailoring and 
ciii iroider 	now functioning, wherein about 20 
St .1 Jents aR Oil rolls. 

C,i.e 5 

Suit. '. P. Shoha (27). Member, Patlaiiihi 
StuiitIL tin reads made Paltikapaihii \anitha 

!ridiitrii Cooperative Suciets, R\RS Campus. 
Put lain hi 

Snit. Shoia is vet another member of the 
( eoperati\ L,  Society. She claims to have been 
s Rcessfiif CI standing on her own feet. she .sa  
tIc i she ha become an asset to her family, by being 
a) e to proLide for her parents and siblings. 	She 
ooes all the credit to KVK's initiative in training 
he and also in involving her in the Cooperative 
Society. 

Case 0 

Sri. Sankaranarayanan, \LK (61) 
Madathilkunnath house, Mudavannur, 
Mczhathoor (110), Ph 0166 - 2272982 

Sri. Sankaranarayanan, a leading farmer ofPattamhi 
admits that KVK Palakkad essentially is the force 
behind his endeavours in agriculture. Many of the 
ness varieties of paddy have been successfully 
demonstrated in his fields. He has also gone into 
organic farming with technical support from the 
Kendra. He has been a member of the Local 
Management ('onlmittee of the KVK. lie has 
confidence that the Kendra ss ill continue to he a 
source of suppori for the farni ing clininuilii\ 

Case 7 

Sri. Lukhnian (33), Edappalarn, \/Ilavoor 
Ph 941738 3341 

Sri. Lukhnian, an engineering diploma holder opted 
to become a full-fledged farmer aftergiving a trial 
on real estate and car business. He settled on banana 
cultivanon and expanded his area of cultivation from 
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2 acres to 45 acres. The KVK has been at his aide 
through technical support and trar nings. He has 
been a beneficiary of the FL!) programme. Now 
lie has earned himself a reputation among farmers 
as a successful banana farmer. 

Case 8 

Mrs. & Mr. Balachandran, Ullattil Garden, 
Kavalappara, Ph: 0466 - 2222287 

Ullattil Gardens is one among the best nurseries in 
Shoranur. Sri. Balachandran acknowledges that 
KVK Palakkad was instrumental in his initiation of 
a nursery. Till then they were getting engaged in 
the manufacture of scissors and knives in small scale 
industry. When labour problems caused havoc, they 
established the nursery with the technical support 
of KVK Palakkad. Their plant collection includes 
quite a few from the KVK. Both husband and wife 
are beneficiaries of many trarnings and FLD 
programmes. 

Case 9 

Sri. U.P. Raveendranath (45), Secretary, TRACES, 
Anakkara Phone : 0466-2254898 

As the Secretary of the Pr .imhalam-Mc I idium 
pada sek tiara 	S am i thy 	(.\ n akkara). 	Sri. 
Raveendranath has been in contact with Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra. from 1990 nards. He rca]led 
the services rendered by Li ishi Vigyan Kendra, 
Pattanihi in taking latest fi..r lung technologies to 
the farmers of the area. L atr on, the Kendra 
rendered its services in ci ginising TF ACES 
(Tracking Agricultural Prosm c:s and Effective and 
Scientific Coordination amithi). a farmer 
organization comprising the farmers of the ibove 
area. Technologies like rice [arm mechani7ation, 
organic farming, value additici introduction cf new 
varieties etc. were some of tie areas wherc KVK 
helped the samithy. 

Case 10. 

Smt. Suhara Pootheri (38), V. illaparambu House, 
Pananienna - 679 501 Phone : 0466-22424 

'Krislii \Tigyan Kendra helge .1 me to lay f r nda-
lions ol entrepreneurship anc LLen the knov ledge 
base and in stimulating interrs ii starting an enter-
prise. I was exposed to varied ocitions avail-le in 
rural area for income generali( ii like food pr)cess-
ing, nursery management, sea miaking. gon; i eary 
etc. throtioli vocational traini i programs. She had 
also been a beneficiary 'ci :he KVK's OFT 
programme on weaning funds Further, by giving 
me opportunity to serve as it aster trainer :f the 
KVK, I could take the mess, a af rural entrr pre 
neurship to many women fci. of my own back-
ground. My experience with VK has been very 
motivating and rewarding". 
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('ase 11. 

Sint. C. Sithahharna (41), Agricultural Officer, 
thakkara. I alakkad Phone : 0466 - 2254160 

"K\ K. 1attarnbi helped the farmers of AnakLara 
to achieve the objective of Organic farming, self 
employment or youth and mechanization in rice 
farn ing. T icy brought many successful farmer 
orgunlsalioils o Anakkara, which motivated the 
farn:ers to oig nize themselves to bring revolution 
in lie in mi t of the farmers. The farmer 
organisation TRACES is today a living example of 
thL ers ices if this KVK in my area. 

(as 12. 

Srnt. NY. Padniini Amnia (71 . Aashirwad, 
Kuzh ananikunnu, Vadaiiarnkurussi 

Phone : 0466-2233018 

''K i Iii \igviLn Kendra through their continued sup-
port Ind mot' ation made me a real farmer adopt-
ing l.itest technologies in agriculture especially rice 
cul i -at iOil I as given the opportunity to serve as 
the t stni graund for all the latest varieties in rice 

released by the Agricultural University. Today I 
J111 in a position to sell off all my padd crop as 
seed material due to the technical help and supervi-
sion rendered by the KVK. I am sure that tIns 
Kendra will continue to he a boon hr the Eirmers 
like me in fLiture also." 

Sri. T.A. \ issanathan, Secretary, Paruthikavu 
Padastkhara Sainithi, That hamangalain P.O., 
Chittoor Phone : 04923-227381, 94475 33969 

1 owe the success of myself and mN organisation 
to the KVK. In fact, the KVK, Palakkad and par-
ticularly Rajendran Sir were behind all the success-
Rd efforts of the Samithi . Right from community 
nursery to the recent SRI' technology, KVK has 
guided us properly to reap good dividends. Our 
farniers will e er remember with gratitude the help-
in- hand of 1K \K. Palak Lad.'' 

Plate 36. Sri. T.A. Viswanathan receiving Rio-
control critical input from Dr. P. Das. DDG (Extn. 
ICAR. 
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D 

To Conclude 

Twenty five years have elapsed into history. The Kendra has had many achievements to claim in the 
agricultural scenario of Palakkad district, but challenges lie ahead, more is to be dine with team effort, 
people's participation and above all with ultimate goal of integrated agricultirJ ieveloprnent. It is 
really a matter of pride to present a glimpse of the activities of KVK Palakkad I or the past 25 years. 
However, we have tried to cover the activities as much as possible, but very brief!) Our humble efforts 
will continue to widen our areas of activities in the whole of Palakkad district. 

In this respect, we also put the job before the readers to point out some activitiet which we expect to 
take up in the coming years 


