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Message

The vanstorniation from the stage of “Ship to mouth™ to the present “Farm to ship™ is a testimony 1o the
success of Indian Agriculural Research Svstem. The total food grain production from 32 million tones
durinz 1951 1o the present 208 million tones signals a co-ordinated effort among scientists. farmers.
polic  makers and above all the people of this land. Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru in his first address to the
nathn mentions “Everything can wait. but not agriculture™. This was followed up by the famous slogan of
Lal Fahadur Shastrr “Jai Jawan, Jai Kissan™

Desp te mere sed production and availability of food grains. there is a sizable section of our community
belov povert: | ne. With the opening of market globally. on an international scale. competition has come
m Ui unitvalue of agricultural produces. At this juncture. itis important that the agriculture extension
system needs woaew focus. This focus is given by the establishment ol Krishi Vigyan Kendras in each and
evers district of Indiae Appropriately market led extension is also gaining importance.

The Krishi Vigvan Kendra. Palakkad located at Regional Agricultural Rescarch Station. Pattambi is one
ol L earliest Krishi Vigyan Kendras i the country. It has done commendable and visible work in the rice
bov Lol Kera ¢ - Palakkad. The KVK s celebrating its Silver Jubilee during 2004 During the celebrations
the K VK 1s pablishing a detailed book on its activities, achievements and future programs. [ complement
the University. its Director of Extension. Training Organizer of KVK. Palukkad and his staff for the
mitetves taken. T wish the publication will be of immense use to all others in the Indian agriculture

exlension service system.

Dr. P DAS

Deputy Director General (AE)

Indian Council of Agricultural Rescarch

December. 2004 Krishi Anusandhan Bhavan, Pusa
New Delhi New Delhi-110 012



Message

The erowth of Indian agriculture 1s dependenton 103 milhion farm families cultivating 140 million hectares
ol lund. Ttis impossible to reach such a huge number of furmers. The effective dissemination and transfer
ol propriae echnologies to needy farmers is very much essential for increasing agricultural production
m he countrye Teis very difficult for farmers™ o gather latest mformation of technologies from various
research s utes. Keeping this in view the ICAR. New Delhi established a network of Krishi Vigyan
Kendras (KVE ) in the country covering most of the rural districts to function as single window system.
where all intormation are made available to the needy farmers of the region.

The KVKs create awareness and motivate farmers for adopting modern technologices by conducting regular
on and off campus training programmes. undertaking on farm testing. frontline demonstrations and
pro-iding forr advisory services. The cardinal principle in all the training activities is “learning by
doinr ¢ and imparting skill-oriented training. Krishi Vigvan Kendra. Palakkad is no exception to it. And.
th s KVK has done yeomen services to the farming community of Palakkad district in particular and
Kerala state in general sinee its inception in 1979,

It s nice to bear that KVK Palakkad. celebrating its Silver Jubilee has done a lotof commendable extension
approaches viv.. cooperative farming. women'’s group enterprises, transfer of technology through master

reineces.

[ ary very elud that KVK is bringing out & document on achievements so far made by the centre. This
ptElication is a collection of information about the progress so fur made by the KVK since ception. |
coneratulate K VK Palakkad. appreciate their contributions. and extent my sincere thanks to the scientists
w o have brought laurels to this KVK. Tam sure. this publication will help its users in their endeavors for
ecrerating need based technologies for farmers and using the sume for better satisfaction and income.

[ v sh KVE Falakkad success in their endeavour,

Dr. S. Prabhu Kumar

Zonal Coordinator

Sceptember 17, 2004 Transter of Technology Projects (ICAR)
Bangalore Zonal Coordinating Unit = Zone V11
NDRI Campus. Adugodi

Bangalore = 560 030



Foreword

Krishi Viavan Kendra. Palakkad (1979-2004) is the first ol its kind of the Kerala Aericultural
University. being the prestigious transler of technology project of the Indian Counctl for
Agricultaral Research. This Kendrais celebrating the vear 2004 as the Silver Jubilee year.
The Kendra has carned a name for itself in the Agricultural Scenario of Palakkad through
Ils participatory approaches.

The mruatives on group farming approaches. women entreprencurship and sponsored
comprtcr training programmes are some ol the many commendable efforts of this Kendra.
Througl its *On farm testing” and “Front line demonstration” programmes., the centre has to
a great extent aided in popularizing the new technologies ol our rescarch station.

Lam Fappy that a publication is being brought out on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee. The
publication is well drafted and presented and will definitely portray the significant activitices
of the Kendra in the past 25 years.

Vellank Rara Dr. K.V, Peter
Dece nber 2004 Vice Chanceellor
Kerala Agricultural University



Preface

Krish Vievan Kendra, Padakkad was established on October 2771979, i the premises of
the Reztonal Agricultural Rescarch Station. Pattambt. The objective behind establishing
this tanster of technology project of ICAR has been to bridge the gap between the farmer
and rescarch stations. The training programmes hased on the felt need of farmers. "Lab to
land programmes’. "On farm testing . “Front Line demonstrations™. "Chient oriented research’
and “2roblem oriented research” are the various programmes implemented to achieve this

nhirui\c.

The beendrahas also been successful in promoting quite a few agro based enterprises. The
support given o group rice farming in and around Palakkad district has gained much
appreciation. The KVK has established linkages with many of the wellare and development
departrents to implement its programmes.

The participatory approach and team work of the personnel at the Kendra has helped in
creating a coveted place in the heart of the farming fraternity.

Manruthy Dr. M.K. Sheela
December 2004 Director of Extension
Kerala Agricultural University
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CHAPTER - 1

INTRODUCTION

The Krishi V' evan Kendras (KVKs) have their
or ein. from (2 recommendations of the Education
Cormmissien (1964-66) which constituted a
conmittee under the chairmanship of Dr. Mohan
Stiha Meht The Indian Council of Agricultural
Rescarch (ICAR) translated these recommendations
inte the concept of reality by instituting Krishi
Vizvan Kendris (Farm Science Centres) to provide
a vechanism for vocational agricultural training.
10 0 iimize the time lag between the generation of
agrieultural eehnology and its adoption by the end
The st KVK was established i 1974 in
Pendicherry under the administrative control of the
Tanul Nadu Agricultural University. India has
ststaned asignificant rise in agricultural production
in v hich the contribution of the KVKs is quite
phenomena and vital. With this conviction. the

U8.2T8:

Governmentof India pronounced from time to time.
the establishment of KVK in each district of the
country. As on date there are 487 KVKs established
i India. In this context it is worth mentioning that
Kerala State 1s the first in the country in getting
KVKs in all the districts.

The KVK 15 a unique institution which does not
have any parallel in the country. KVK tries to
provide an effective mechanism for linking the
research scientists with the farmers. The salient
features of KVK in the field of Agricultural
Extension include

»Instituuonal nature

~ Farm based activities

~Inbuilt research extension linkages

» Multi-disciplinary team of scientists

S




N

Participatory management

GO-NGO partnership

Comprehensive and broad-based approach
Need based research/extension formulations
Institutionalized feed back

Feed forward arrangements with due consi-
deration to agri-ecological environment and
production systems.

L S N

The concept of KVK, right from the beginning
rested in its flexibility. resiliency and sensitivity to
the changing needs and opportunities. The mandate
in the early stages of its establishment was confined
to the emphasis of imparting trainings on crop
production. horticultural production, livestock
production, fisheries, farm machiery and tools,
home science and other allied vocational enterprises.
But, with the changing scenario in the country, the
mandates of the KVK have become more elastic,

flexible and comprehensive o hasten the arocess
of revolution in agricultural | roduction. Now. the
mandate of a KVK covers act v ties like vocational
trainings to various segmen.s of the farming
community. in-service tra rng of extoasion
officials, front line demonst-ztions and on-farm
testing with due considerat o1 to prevailin. agro-
chimatic conditions, productic n systems and micro
environments.

The KVK Palakkad was esaolished by the [CAR
at Pattambi on October 2, 11179 under the kerala
Agricultural University. 1t 1as successfully
completed 25 years of its exi tence in the field by
serving the farming communitv. An attempt 15 made
in this publication to trace the grow I and
development of this institutio 1 over a periodl of 25
years and the impact it has prc duced on agricilture
and rural development.




Agr cultaral extension in India has matured over
the vears since independence. The evolution of
KWK as an extension mstitution in this system can
be best appreciated only through a better
undzrstanding of the emergence of agricultural
exiension as seen today.

A rapid uporaisal of the extension approaches
adopted in India reveals that during the pre-
mdcpendenc e decades, sporadic and isolated efforts
atmed at rural development and agriculture were
adonted by a few welfare minded individuals. The
ficllevel functionaries otherwise known as *Village
Gurdes™ of these projects. were not trained but were
required to performa whole-role” of disseminating
krewledge and imformation related not only o

CHAPTER -2

BACKDROP OF AGRICULTURAL
CXTENSION IN INDIA

agriculture, but other development aspects of the
people as well.

The “whole role” concept was well appreciated by
the Government of India and was ultimately adapted
to a great extent in its Comprehensive Community
Development Programme (CDP) and National
Extension Service (NES) launched during fifties.
But from mid sixtics onwards. this approach was
replaced by production-oriented approach.

In the initial stages of development. the emphasis
on implementation of the programmes aiming at
quick and intensive food production in resource
endowed areas (TADPIAAP and HY'VP) enhanced
the food production level remarkably. but created

RS
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the socio-economic disparities between regions and
farmers. The  Government of India entrusted the
task for evolving relevant production technologies
and strategies for first line extension system in the
country to ICAR.

With a view to strengthening the research extension
farmer linkage, Training and Visit Programme
(T&V) was introduced in 1974, Regular training
of extension functionaries at different levels and
their prefixed visits to selected contact farmers were
also taken up. The rescarch based programmes such
as National Demonstration Scheme (NDS). Lab to
Land Programme (LLP). Operational Research
Project (ORP) ete. were launched during this period.

Farming System Rescarch / Extension (FSRE)
emerged as a response to the need to identify
opportunities for appropriate technology change
among poor farmers. This approach was
characterized by an applied problem solving
approach. conducted by multidisciplinary teams
with a degree of farmer’s participation and effective
linkages of researchers and extension workers.

A large number of projects for productivity
enhancement through centrally sponsored schemes,
externally aided projects and private initiatives of
local communities and NGOs were initiated during
late 1980°s. The largest project in terms of scope
and extent was the National Watershed
Development Project for Rainfed Areas
(NWDPRA). implemented by the Ministry of
Agriculture. Impact evaluation studies both on the
ground and through remote sensing techniques
showed that watershed based interventions led to
increase in groundwater recharge, increase in
number of wells and water bodies, enhancement of
cropping intensity. changes in cropping pattern,
higher yields of crops and reduction in soil losses.

The NWDPRA was restructured by retaining the
technical strengths of the older programme and
incorporating the lessons learnt from successful
projects. especially on community participation. It

1s now mandatory for the “wa e shed develc xment”
to be planned. implemen 2. monitorsd and
maintained by the watershed oon munity therelves.

The farmer centered apprea:hzs in devel vment
were initiated in Asia - based Hn the Action " lan of
the United Nations Conferenc : on Environn 2nt and
Development(UNCED) held n Tune, 1992, ~armer
centered model of interrated participatory
development in agriculture cave emphasis on
community empowerment. v omen partnersip in
decision making, focused on arnfed areas and thus
helped to improve natural reources management,
sustainable agriculture. food security and ;overty
alleviation,

National Agricultural Techuc o zy Project (INATP)
was launched in 1998, The diverse activities of the
project. planned under the thr e major components
were

(1) Agro-ecosystem Res »a-ch,

(i1) Innovations in Techn logy Dissemination.

and
(111) Organization and M acgement System.

National Agricultural Resea ¢ Project Phase [ was
implemented during 1980 -8 with rescarch
components of food crops, cil seeds, furming
systems and basic rescarch. NARP Phase [1 was
implemented in April, 198¢ “vith the camponents
viz.. horticulture & PE", soil and water
management, farm machinery aimal nutrition and
management, and agroforesr .

Under ICAR, the KVK systen was strengthered to
cover all the districts in the coantry during I’ Plan
period. Further, 20 Agriciliural Technclogy
Information Centres ((ATIC) were establishzd in
Phase I for providing single w r dew delivery <vstem.

Indian Agricuitural Extersion/Development
System

In the Indian context. there are four major
organizational streams devoie 1 10 extension work




for cericuliu-ul and allied production.

o The ICAR 2xtension system

e [ xtensionsystemof the Ministry of Agriculture/
sate Agricultural and Allied Departments

o Lxtensicr system ol the Ministry of Rural
Development/ State Development Departments.

¢ Development works of NGOs

[CAR Extension System

[CAR s responsible for first-line extension
activities throvgh its four main programmes.

National Demonstrations
Farm Scierce Centres (KVK)
Operational Research Project
_ab to Lund Programme

From eighth Five Year Plan onwards, ICAR decided
to rerge the three programmes into the Farm
Scicncee Certres with the following three dominant
objectives:

“arm Acvisory Services

vocational Training

In-farm Rescarch Trial

The Farm Science model 1s down to carth in its

aprroach und functions on the principles of

‘teaching by domg™ and learning by doing”

Lxtension system of the Ministry of Agriculture/
State Agricultural and Allied Departments

A terindependence. the Nation was concerned more
abcuat food self=sufficiency. Rice production had to
be maximize d and the first ever revolution for
modernization of Indian Agriculture came into
being threugh the Community Development
Programme. The productivity of food grains like
pucdy react ed a platcau by 1970s. During this time
the Kerala Land Reforms Act was implemented
resalting m the fragmentation of farm holdings. The
nextinitiative of the government agencies was the
HYV progremme alias high vielding variety
pragramme. Kerala mnovated the so called "Ela

programme’” in the paddy fields forming part of the
micro watersheds. Under the Ela programme the
personnel of the Agricultural Department were
entrusted with the distribution of inputs at
subsidized rates and the managementof crop loans.
Agricultural Demonstrators were redesignated as
Agricultural Officers. Then came the T&V System
which was the complete answer (o the challenges
Agricultural of Extension. With this programme.
imnovations could be farmer originated m which
cuse the Extension Scientist could replicate them
scientifically and validate them.

The Kerala Horticulture Development Programme
(KHDP) was a poly crop based programme
encompassing fruit and vegetable crops integrated
into the homestead farming system. [t innovated
the approach of entrusting implementation (o a
couple of self help groups constituted locally of
concerned farm families. Tt borrowed from T & V
System the idea of selecting master farmers.

The most recent project being implemented at
Attappady (Palakkad District) 1s a Japanese funded
programme for ccological restoration of hilly
terrains, the units of intervention beig watersheds,
designated as development units.

Lixtension System of the Ministry of Rural
Development / State Development Departments

The Government of India had taken a decision to
restructure and revamp some ol the poverty
alleviation programmes through the Ministry of
Rural Development. Inaccordance with this. it was
decided to merge all the self-employment
proarammes viz. Integrated Rural Development
Program  (IRDP), Development of Women and
Children in Rural Arcas (DWCRA). Training for
Rural Youth in Sell Employment (TRYSEM).
Supply of Improved Tools to Rural Artisans
(SITRA) and Ganga Kalyan Yojna (GKY) as well
as Million Well Scheme (MWS) mto one self
cmployment programme. which was known as
Swarna Javanthi Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY).




Swarna Jayanthi Shahari Rozgar Yojana (SISRY).
another poverty alleviation programme comparable
to SGSY was implemented in urban arcas. This
scheme has replaced carlier schemes like Scheme
for Urban Micro Enterprises ((SUME), Prime
Ministers Integrated Urban Poverty Eradication
Programme (PMIUPEP) etc.
Neighbourhood Help Groups (NHGs), Area
Development Societies (ADS) and Community
Development Societies (CDS) have also been
implemented  in Palakkad District during 1998-
2000

Development works of NGOs
Most of the programmes of the State Rural

Development Department. Agriculture Department,
banking sector and the like are implemented through

Formation of

the NGOs too. The advanta wes of this secior has
been that their operations 1 v ot get affected by
the red tapism of goverament machinery.
Community based activities of Young Men's
Christian Association (YMCA). Bharat Sevak
Samaj (BSS). Nehru Yuva Kondras ete. are worth
mentioning in this regarc  Zducation based
community models of Mithrin kethan, Pecrmedu
Development Society (PDS) Abhaya, Integrated
Rural Technology Centre (IRTC') are note veorthy.

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Pali kkad (at Pat:cmbi)
established during 1979 a so had undergone
refinement through these stcgcs of evolution of
Agricultural Extension. Th: changes tha had
occurred in the scenario of Ay 11 zultural Exiension
get reflected in the activities o KVK alsc. as is
evident in the following pag:: .




CHAPTER -3

KVK PALAKKAD AND THE EXTENSION SCENARIO

Acoording to Dr. Mohan Sinha Mehta Committee,
constituted 1n 1974, the KVKs were envisaged to
be the centres for demonstration of cutting edge
agricultural cchnology for the farmers.

MANDATES OF KVK

1) The Kendra will impart learning through work
expertence and hence will be concerned with
technical lieracy. the acquisition of which does
ot necessarily require a precondition of the
ability to read and write.

2) The Kendru will impart training to only those
workers who are already employed or to the

practising farmers and fishermen. In other
words, the Kendra will cater to the needs of those
who are already employed or those who wish to
be sell employed.

3) There will be no uniform syllabus for the

Kendra. The syllabus and programme of cach
Kendra will be tailored to the felt needs, natural
resources and potential for agricultural growth
in that particular arca.

Krishi Vigyan Kendra is an innovative first line
transfer of technology project which aims to reduce
the time lag between the generation of technology
and 1ts adoption by farmers in the larger interest of




the farming community and nation. The KVK,
Palakkad is imparting need based, skill oriented
training for the needy farmers of Palakkad district
in various disciplines like Agriculture, Horticulture.
Social Forestry. Animal Husbandry, Fisheries and
Home Science. Unlike the conventional way of
giving trainings. the KVK is disseminating
knowledge to the grass root level farming
community by organizing trainings with emphasis
to work experience. The syllabus for each training
is so tailored as to cater to the specific felt needs of
cach group of trainees.

[n order to achieve the above objectives, the KVK
performs the following major functions through an
integrated approach incorporating the following
programmes.

) Farm advisory services (Lab to Land
Programme. National Demonstration etc)

2) On farm research (Problem oriented research.
client oriented research and watershed
programmes)

3) Need based trainings to farmers, grass root level

workers and trainers. (On campus and off
campus)

4) Consultancy services (Farmers and farmer
aroups)

D
o2

Collaboration with three-tier system of
governance, for imparting training and technical
euidance, preparation of action plan and
monitoring of rural development programmes.
(Linkages and collaborative programs)

THRUST AREAS

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Palakkad employed PRA
tools to identify the thrust areas for its activity.
The following thrust arcas were identified.
. Drought proofing measures

a) Rain water conservation and harvesting

b) Sustainable crop productivity

¢) Alternate land use system through farm

diversification

[I.  Resource mobilization tarough group action
{0 OVercome resource Jic nIness.

I Income generating activites — Traininz and
facilitating forward linki ..

IV. Women empowerment

Palakkad tract, once known a- the rice bowl of
Kerala is under the threat of arishing rice fields.
The common constraints n sustainab = rice
productivity of the tract were assessed to be:
e Increasing thruston ca-hcrops —con . ersion
of prime rice lands
e Nutrient and pest proslems conseq.cnt to
monocropping
e Moisture stress durirg growth perioc:
e Usage of conventiora varieties and non-
availability of quality ccds
e Limited use of orgari: ranures, co 1posts
and biofertilizers
o Gender discriminaticn in farming ac:ivities
e Labour shortage in pei k seasons

Efforts made by KVK to add ¢ s¢ some of the issues
are:

e Introduction of drought tolerant virieties
released from RARS. “aitambi

e Dry land agricultural p-actices to ove rzome
moisture stress in o laboratior with
watershed developmer t hrogramme:

e Organizing women uroups for rice
cultivation and streng hening the e«isting
Samithis

e Appropriate rice farm ncchanization

e Integrated pest and dis :ase management

In line with the mandates anc trnst areas iden ified
for the district by various agenc s and the role <VK
1s expected to play in technoloy y ransfer, the vision
and mission of KVK, Palakkal are framed.

VISION

Krishi Vigyan Kendra. Palaktac should stand out
as a transfer of technology inire in the national
scenario, live with innovative ¢ <iznsion appreaches
and technical know how.




Table 1. Action points suggested under Potential Linked Credit Plan 2002 -07 for Palakkad district prepared by

NABARD

Thrustares | Strategy

Action Points

I waler management

Conservation of rain water

Construction ol structures

Monar arrigel on

( k\t‘1(1|H11L'H resources

Exploiting all minor water

Construction of surface wells and shallow
tube wells

Crop diver.ification
and vegetables

L

[ncrease area under fruits

Productivity of rice and millets is low and
there 1s need for diversification to horticulture
crops such as mango, banana and coconut. Fruit
processing and marketing  should  be
systematized by developing appropriate
frastructure.

MISSION

The mission of KVK framed is the development of

Palekkad distr et with respeet to natural resources
and wman rescurees, the people of this district should
idenufy this rural development centre as an enterprise
promoting «nd capacity-building unit. Also. our
mission s Lo strive hard to protect and preserve the
naural resources of the Bharathapuzha belt.

PRESENT STAGE OF KVK

The thrustof the X Five Year Plan is on modernizing
Indran agriculture and reducing rural poverty by
promoting value addition, accelerating agri-
bus ness. strengthening rural infrastructure and
mico finance interventions. In Kerala, the grass root
leved planninz in the form of People’s Plan / Kerala
Development Project complements the national
agenda and areas such as high value agriculture.
agro-processing. information technology. rural
toa-ism. market-led-extension ete. have been
identified for development through eredit and

techmology.

The Potentiel Linked Credit Plan (PLP) for
Pelakkad Dystrict prepared by NABARD is
cen prehensive documentation of potentials for rural
ceonomic det vities: it also assesses the gaps in
in rastructure/linkage support. - According to this,
the thrust areas. strategies and action points have
been identified in Table 1.

The two major activities envisaged are:

1) Land Development

e There is an urgent need for greater
coordination by the Department of Soil
Conservation. Agriculture and financial
institutions in preparing specific area plans/
schemes and its implementation

e Soil Conservation Wing at district level
should be stuengthened

e Awareness gap about techno-cconomic
parameters and the importance of the sector
has been identified as one of the major short
comings for successful implementation of
Lund Development schemes. Suitable steps
like conducting awareness programmes may
be taken up by the Government Departments
/ Development Agencies.

2) Farm Mechanization

e Kerala Agro Industries Corporation or
Regional Agro Industries Corporation may
ensure supply of furm equipments within a
reasonable time after granting the bank loan.

e The State Government may consider making
the subsidy schemes credit linked.

e More Agro Service Centres may be
encouraged by the Government/Banks in the
district.




CHAPTER - 4

PROFILE OF PALAKKAD DISTRICT

Palakkad District is a landlocked district situated
i the central region of Kerala. The district economy
is predominantly agrarian and has the largest share
in terms of the gross cropped area and the area under
irrigation in Kerala. However, the district is
undergoing a change in the industrial front and
Palakkad is one of the industrially advanced districts
of Kerala in recent times. The district accounts for
about 11.5% of the total land area of the state with
the share of the population being 8.2%.

As per the reorganization of wards under the new
Panchayath Raj System, the district is divided into
25 District Panchayath Wards, 13 Block
Panchayaths with [40 Block Panchayath Wards, 90
Grama Panchayaths with 1308 Grama Panchayath
Wards and four Municipalities.

Palakkad district falls unde vust coast pluin and
Western Ghat zone. The disti 't can be divided into
two natural divisions viz. the 1 ountainous highlands
and the undulating midlands taszd on the phvsical
features. The mountainous Iighlands are rrostly
concentrated in the northern anc scuthern parts which
extend from either side up to tf e Palakkad Ghets on
the east. A major part of the rem :ir ing area is midland
region of gently undulating len | of paddy fields and
low hills of mixed cropped gur dens. The important
soil types are laterites along wes ernand northvee stern
parts and red soil and black so | 'n the caster~ parts
adjoining Tamil Nadu.

The district has an extent of 2355 ha of wast:lands
in different categories. Attapy ady valley, th- only
Tribal Development Block ir t1e district, accounts




DISTRICT PROFILE AT A GLANCE

Name of the District
Cengraphical arca

Particulars
Blocks
Taluks
Villages
Municipalities
District Panchayath Wards
Block Puanchayaths
Block Panchayath Wards
Grama I" nchayaths
Grama Penchayath Wards
Rainfall (mm)

Details of Agriculture
Land U ulisation Pattern -
a) Geographical area
b) Foresi
¢) Land put to nonagricultural use
d) Barreh & uncultivable land

1999-2000)

¢) Lanc under miscellaneous tree crops

{) Culuvable waste

@) Faliow other than current
h) Current fallow

1) Net sown arca

1) Gross cropped area

K) Netirrigated area

Ir

‘igation

a) By canals
b) By wells
c) Bytaiks
d)
)

¢

Mino- & lift Irrigation
By other sources

Size of holdings

a) Less han | ha

b) Betw:zen | and 2 ha
¢) Above 2 ha

Animal Husbandry (1996 Census)
Pleugh animals
b) Dary animals:

Palakkad
438980 sq. km.

No
13
b}
167

EEQ

25

%)

3
40
90
1308
2390

in ha
4.38.980)
1.36:257
41514
3,402
1.794
16,622
6.570
13.267
PTG
3.04,507
05.057

40,159
12,909
3,738
093
7.558

No.
3.30.709 (87’4)
30,214 (8%

20.636 (i’/r'

3.87.559 (100%)

34.571

o

Area (ha)

00.017 (34%)
41,155 (23%)
77412 (43%)

|

J8.584 (100%)




1. Caule
1. Buffaloes
¢) Sheep
d) Goat
¢) Poultry (No. of birds)

Population (in "000)
a) Male
b) Female

Total

Classification of workers
a) Culuvators
b) Agricultural labourers
¢) Household/cottage Industries
d) Allied agro activities
¢) Other workers

303,526
16,439
490
1.62.488
23,73.383

1991 Census
1.156
1,226
2,382

97,289
348,299
21.904
24796
2.94.075

(Source: Potential linked credit plan « f NABARD, 1102)

for a major share of the total waste lands in the
district. The reclamation of waste lands are a key
area for development of the district.

Palakkad district with the largest cropped area in
the state also accounts for the largest number of
farm machineries. Nearly 35 percent of the
registered tractors and tillers in the state are in this
district. Considering the non availability of local
labourers for timely farm operations and the upward
trend i wage rates. farm mechanization has become
an integral part of farming in the district. Although
there is a wide gap between the power requirements
for farm operations and its availability in the district.
the high initial investment cost, seasonal nature of
the requirements, undulating topography and the
fragmented nature of the holdings are limiting
factors affecting popularization of the farm
mechanization. However, increase in mechanization
may be necessary considering the nonavailability
of local labourers for timely farm operations and
the upward trend in wage rates.

Dairy development is one of the major economic
activities taken up in the district.  As per 1996
Census. the district has 303338 catle and 35093

buffaloes. There has been a dre stic reduction in the
buffalo population during the Lt 10 years. There
are 98 Veterinary Institutions » eterinary hospitals,
dispensaries and poly clinics) and 166 Art ~ cial
Insemination Centres. Further [5 Dairy Extension
Centres and one Dairy Trainiag Centre are 1lso
functioning in the district. A imal Health Care
Centres are also provided by MI .MA. In the poultry
sector, large-scale influx of povluy birds from the
neighbouring states and the 12s ttant low price
create problems for broiler farrers in the dis rict.

Palakkad being a landlocked d strict, the fiskeries
potential is limited to inland/fres h water sector. The
district ranks first in terms o ‘resh water crea
brought under culture with as is:ance from Fish
Farmer’s Development Agency The Malampuha
National Fish Seed Farm is the argest fresh v ater
fish seed farm in Kerala.

The major mineral resource av. lable in the di-t-ict
is limestone., which is widely sed in the cement
industry. Decorative granite <t ne is availablz in
Attappady. Granite for construc tion purposes ¢ nd
China clay are also available i1 he district.




The major Drest produce in the district is timber.
Tear. rosewoed. jack and anjili are some of the
important species of timber. The Silent Valley
National Park and. Parambikullam Wildlife
Sanctuary alsc full in the district.

The creditdelivery system in the district comprises
monly of 242 branches of commercial banks. five
Primary Cocperative Agricultural and Rural
Development Banks (PCARDBs). 26 branches of
the Palukkad District Cooperative Bank. 89 Service
Cooperative Banks. one branch of State Cooperative
Bk and the district office of the Kerala Financial
Choperatior. Outof the 242 branches of commencial
burks. 132 arz in the public sector. Canara Bank
with about 4(1 branches acts as the Lead Bank in
the district. The Service Cooperatives are also
[inancing group loans for SHGs (Self help groups)

The area anc production of major crops of the
disirict are presented in Table 2.

The agricultire census data (2000) on pattern of
ho ding mdicate dominance of small and marginal
farmers. Out of 387599 individual operational
ho dings inthz district. 336709 1.e. 87% are holdings
of less than one heetare and 30214 numbers are
Feween | and 2 ha in terms of land arca.

The mair improvements needed to support
productior relate to the availability of sceds and
cther mptts extent of irrigation. remunerative/
cssured prices. marketing facilities and a strong
cradit delivey system. There are five State Seed
Forms and other four horticultural farms in the
district. Ou. of the two fertilizer quality control
lworatories in the state, one 1s at Pattambi. The
state Goverrment has setup a Paddy Development
\zency at Palakkad. An industrial cooperative
(TPADDYC0O) has started functioning for
nrocurement of paddy. The service cooperatives
e also Nrancing group loans for "Swasraya
yanghams '

Kerala State comes under the coastal agro-cco-

Table 2. Arcaand production of major crops in PalakKad

Sl. Crop Area | Production
No. (ha) (T)
I | Rice 120809 202494
2 | Other cercals/millets | 7011 5204 |
3| Pulses 4000 3510
4 | Groundnut 10031 8371
5 | Sugar cane 22488 18137
0 | Arccanul A074 2854
Cashew 5750 2009
8 | Coconut 48929 237%
9 | Rubber 28112 28122
10| Tapioca 4272 148981
[l | Banana 8033 77195
I2 | Pincapple 124 197
“Million nuts
(Source: Directorate ol Economics and Statistics.

Thiruvananthapuram and Farm Guide 2002, FIB.
Thiruvananthapuram)

system. The west coast plain is a long narrow strip
between the Western Ghats and Arabian Sca
comprising an area of 7.3 million hectares. The lush
evergreen vegetation, backwater and rivers criss
crossing the land. and undulating topography are
some of the characteristic features of this system.

Agro climatically, Palakkad district lies in the
central zone. The zone can be basically classified
imto three natural physiographic divisions viz., the
high land. mid land and the low land.

Identification of problems in the district

This KVK Palakkad had made an attempt to identify
the major problems in the district i relation to
farming. Randomly selected 10 padasekharams in
western blocks of Palakkad (rainfed) were selected
for the study. Tools of PRA included focused group
mterview and matrix ranking. The problems were
ranked by the farmers and the Rank Based Quotient
(RBQ) calculated based on this. Rank Based
Quotient, Magnitude Value and rank of different
problems identified by the farmers in the PRA is given
m Table 3.

1»
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Table 3. Problems faced by farmers

SL Problem RBQ | Average | Areaunder | M acnitude Rank
No. Value % loss crops (ha) | Veve (MV)
I | High labour wages 72.96 32.07 80 229094 11
2| Non-availubility of labour 4148 | 3267 80 108412 Vv
3| Water scarcity 064.81 50.41 80 201305 [
14 | Pest & Discases 4889 | 30.80 80 204064 1
5 | Subdivision and fragmentation of land 370 50.00 156 23860 XII
6 | Absence of male member to manage farm | 2.59 50.00 80 10360 XX
7 | Lack of green leat manure 5.56 31.67 80 14086 XVII
8 | Poor soil fertility 11.85 52.14 80 49428 VI
9 | Non-availability of tractor in time 778 | 30.00 36 3402 XXI
10 | Lack of organization in cultural practices | 14.07 44.17 360 22370 KT
1T | Low productivity 16.30 37.86 80 44369 VII
12| High cost of inputs 1259 21.67 80 21826 XV
13 | Farm being for off from house 2.96 02.50 36 1660 KX
14 | Cutin subsidy 1.48 | 20.00 80 1363 XV
15 | Weed problem 8.52 32.5 30 22152 X1V
16 | Lack of mechanization 10.00 30.0 30 L0800 XIX
17 | Inefficient labour 10.00 43.75 80 35000 X
I8 | Low price of agricultural produce 29.26 46.79 30 139526 IV
19 | Lack of interest in new generation ll1 15.00 80 1532 XXIX
20 | Poor extension services 15.19 22.78 136 47159 X
21 | Red tapism in credit facilities 5.56 42.50 80 18904 VI
22 | Inefficient technology 8.52 28.75 130 3313 X1
23 | Low transport facilities 556 | 30.00 80 2344 XVIII
24 | Lack of market intelligence 3.70 21.67 80 GH4 XX
25 | Improper electric supply 3.70 20.0 30 5920 XXIV
20 | Monopoly of middleman 1.85 17.50 80 2590 XNVI
27 | Information available in English 1.1l 25.0 80 2220 XX VI
28 | Low rain fall 11.48 90.00 80 12056 V1
29 | No watershed management 2.22 30.00 30 ~5:08 XAV |

Water scarcity was the main problem faced by the
farmers, followed by high labour wages which
affected the profit from agriculture. Pests and
diseases espectally during rains was the next major

R

e

problem, followed by non-ava lubility of lakour.
Percentage of loss was sensed t e highestd ¢ to
low rainfall and greater dista ce of farm rHm
homesteads.



CHAPTER - 5

KVK PALAKKAD THROUGH THE AGES

The extension system has to maintain effective
linkages with different stake holders involved with
cericultural development. It is the research extension
lirKage that assumes a greater significance in view of
the pivotal role played by research in the development
ccenario. KVKs can support other agricultural
dacvelopment agencies in the district through training
ard consultancy in those areas where the KVK has
nore technical competence than these agencies. This
chapter summnarises the highlights of activities of
K VK, Palakbad all through these years.

Period 1979-85
NARP Phiase-1 was implemented in the Kerala

Awricultura University (KAU) during 1980-81 with
rescarch components of food crops. oil seeds. furming

systems and basic rescarch. During the initial three
years, KVK Palakkad was functioning as a unit under
the erstwhile Central Rice Rescarch Station, Pattambi
with limited manpower. In the initial stages, more
emphasis was given (o the extension activities of the
research station by organizing seminars, exhibitions.
field days and village surveys. The Scientists were
entrusted with in-depth survey of nearby villages with
their field of specialisation. which in turn helped them
to make their training effective.

Period 1985-95

NARP Phase-II was implemented in KAU during
April 1988 with the component numely Horticulture
and Post-harvest Technology. Soil and Water
Management. Farm Machinery, Animal Nutrition




and Management and Agro forestry. The activities
of KVK got a momentum during this phase with
diverse training programmes and field level
activities including demonstrations.

Period 1995-2002

This period was characterized by the participatory
approach. IVLP and Technology Evaluation and
Impact Assessment Project (TEIAP). Participatory
Rural Appraisal (PRA) method was adopted for
problem identification and resources mapping and
assessment of rural behaviour patterns. Scientists
were able to test and refine new technologies in the
farmer’s [iclds.

Period 2003 onwards

This period is characterized by the importance given
to “Extension plus™. More emphasis is given to
agricultural diversification, post harvest technology.
value addition and market led extension. During
this phase, Cyber extension is also accorded an
important role. The establishment of Virtual
University for Agricultural Trade has added new
dimension to the role to be played by KVK.

A. Trainings organized by KVK

An outline of the trainings organized by KVK
Palakkad over a period of 25 years is presented.

a) 1979-1985

The field training programmes n ple-mented | iring
this period were more of aware 1¢ss campaigns with
orientation motives. Trainirg. on all allied frelds
of agriculture were conducted

b) 1985-1995

This phase of trainings focuse | on imparting need
based vocational trainings in a riculture and allied
fields. Integrated training pro rammes wer. also
conducted during this period.

¢) 1995-2003

Trainings have been refinec o the stage where
subject matter is designed bus :c on training need
assessment, with emphasis g'ven on integrated
farming approach. Beneficia“ics were sele:ted
mostly from a particular locile than the eu-lier
scattered approach.

Training need assessment

A more democratic approach ¢ planning training
programmes was arrived at du-iig 1999-2000 The
trainees and staff of KVK had 1 elaborate session
of identifying, prioritizing and listing need-hised
training schedules. The emphuc s was given ¢ 1the
training need assessment. Cons dering the fact that
needs varied from area to are, mroup to group and
farmer to farmer, the introduct 01 0f “Training need
assessment” as an entry poin- of all the trainings
improved feed back of the prog-ammes.

L a o of fraipess

Figure 2. Number of training programmes conducted
during 1979-85 at KVK Palakkad
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Figure 3. No. of training progranries conducted at
KVK, Palakkad during 1985-95




Table 4. Number of traiming programmes conducted during 1985-95 at KVK, Palakkad

Yoear Topics

| Horticulture | Crop production | Fisheries | AH | Home Science | Integrated | Total
| 198380 | Trinings 38 10 2| 33 33 4 202
| Triinces 1160 758 481|488 398 104 3595
C1946-87 | Trainings 30 40 9|2 53 I 192
[riinces 609 803 584 | 255 828 20 3159
| 1937-88 | Irunings 36 44 20 16 38 4 178
| Trainees 1006 008 297 | 238 485 00 2754
| 1938-89 | Trainings 58 33 27 16 42 3 181
Trainees 1080 803 270 | 200 480 67 2900
11989-90 [ Trainings 9 4 3 3 5 23 47
| Trainees 597 522 444291 447 531 2832
f‘wo-m Trainings 43 26 1 1 13 5 102
Trainees 1067 521 396 | 424 640 47 3095
| 1€91-92 | T-ainings 10 I 0 0 10 3 36
T-ainces 596 42 430 | 345 751 85 2249

1492:93 | T-ainings I 2 21 13 15 9
Trainces 16 29 058 | 613 234 201 1751

[ 1193.94 [rainings | 0 4 1 3 3
[rainces ) 195 28 | 34 180 136 095
| 199495 | Trainings I 5 4 1 11 4 26
Trainees 20 173 202 18 501 99 1019
1995-96 | Trainings 5 6 1 2 4 4 22
Trainees 130 128 26 | 55 159 127 625

Need assecsment is central to selecting the correct
problems of action and provides the necessary
in ormation and determines appropriate interventions.
Khowledge of what to change helps in determining
appropriete training interventions. Being the
Knowledge Centre for the District, KVK undertook
training need assessment as a {irst and formost activity
wfore designing training programmes.

For area development programmes, Participatory
Rural Appraisal methodology is practised for
i teracting with local people and communities,
understanding them and learning from them to
identify the training needs. Participatory methods
are being employed for problem-cause analysis.
identifying technology interventions and developing
technolegy modules for on-farm testing and

Frontline Demonstrations.

KVK employed methods like group discussion
techniques. brain storming, critical incident
medthods etc.. in identifying the training needs.

A comparison of training programmes organized
by KVK, Palakkad during the three periods is given
in Table 0.

B. Significant extension
implemented

programmes

a. Lab to Land Programme (LLP)

The National Organization Committee of the [CAR
Golden Juhilee Celebrations, at its meeting held on




Table 5. No. of training programmes conducted during 1995-2003 at KVK, Palakkad

Horticulture | Crop production | AH Home Science | Irieurated Toal

1996-97 | Trainings 7 7 3 5 5 29

Trainees 255 172 154 118 R 08

1997-98 | Trainings 2 0 3 16 12 29

Trainces 120 208 10 380 70 118

1998-99 | Trainings 0 3 0 2 0 1

Trainees 0 139 0 48 =g 143

1999-00 | Trainings 9 8 0 0 10 29

Trainees 77 110 89 0 174 450

2000-01 | Trainings 23 13 0 6 B 50
Trainees 482 780 0 144 576 1932 |

2001-02 | Trainings 3 9 0 20 3 57

Trainees 129 o4 0 605 83 2051

2002-03 | Trainings 5 18 0 9 B 37

Trainees 317 1001 0 480 032 39.5

1000 — i
No. goo 4 fi— o
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=

Figure 4. Number of trainees trained at KVK. Palakkad
during 1985-95

5" August, 1978 decided that programme of transfer
of technology later on designated as Lab to Land
Programme (LLP) should be taken up as one of the
most important activities of KVKs. The programme
aimed at assisting selected families in developing
and implementing individual farm plans for
improving the entire farming system and thereby
generating more employment and income. The
basic objective was to bring the scientists and the
farmers into close contact and to introduce low cost
relevant technologies, which could help in
diversification of labour, creating supplementary

e
,Hﬁ
s
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Figure 3. No. of training progranin e conducted d - 1ing
1995-03 at KVK Palakkad




Plate L. Nur-cry training in progress : .
‘ - & 1 pro; Plate 2. A scene from the training programme on

dairying

Plate 5. Training on use and maintenance of sprayers
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source of income in the field of agriculture. animal
husbandry, horticulture and rural crafts. LLP was
initially sanctioned to KVK, Palakkad in 1979-80.
Benchmark survey was conducted in the village for
selecting the participants. The participants were
classified into small and marginal farmers and
landless labourers. Each class was then subdivided
into resource rich and resource poor. Critical inputs
to increase the income/production of the farmers
were identified and made available. The major
enterprises initiated through LLP were

1) High yielding variety rice cultivation

2) Coconut based high density multi species

_ cropping

J Model nutrition garden

4) Composite vegetable/fruit cultivation

) Mushroom cultivation

0) Introduction and popularization of energy
saving cum drudgery reducing devices

7) Back yard poultry development

8) Reducing fuel consumption

A glimpse of the LLP Report of 1989-90 (scanned
print) showing category of farmers and details of
interventions are reproduced herewith.

b. Farm Science Clubs
Right from the carly stages, farm science clubs in
schools were organized by KVK, Palakkad. Each

scientist was allotted with one school and with the
help of an assigned teacher, a batch of 22 to 30

Table 6. Comparison of Training programs

students were selected through aptitude test (o form
the club. The following activ tizs were uncertaken
in the school under this proz arme,

~ Classes on scientific sibjects related o crop
production, animal I asbandry, fisheries,
home science etc.

» Method demonstret on of agricultural

operations

Organizing kitchen g den in their hore by

supplying vegetable sieds free of cost

» Competitions are arran x¢d for the se ection
of the best garden

» Quiz and essay compztition

Study tour to research : tutions

» Tree planting in publiz land

v

'V

Eleven farm science clubs furctoned in 19:7-88
in the schools around the KV_{. These clubs had
275 members including boys a1c girls. Eacl club
had a student leader selectec rom the members.
The members of the club we-e selected by the
teachers of the school taking intc consideration their
interest in agriculture and allicc subjects. The day
to day activities of the club vere supervised ty a
teacher of the school. The scientiss visited the club
almost every fortnight and the ¢ lzsses on different
aspects of scientific crop procuction, aniral
husbandry, fisheries and hoinc science were
conducted.

Quiz competitions covering all ‘echnical subjects
covered in the classes were orgenized in the club.

Characteristic 1979-83 1985-95 19952903
Purpose Awareness Awareness + orientation Skill i entation
Nature Subject oriented subject oriented + integrated Most vy inegrated

Learning experience | Class room type

Class room type and
Experiential learning

Experiential learning

Trainers Resource persons

Resource persons

Resourt e persons and
progres ive farmers

Mode of training Theory

Theory & Experiential

Experieatial

Instructional

Approach

Instructional and participatory |

Particip ‘tory |

20
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Study tours, shramadan, social forestry activities,
awareness programmes ete. were also carried out.
In the words of Sri. Abdul Majeed. Headmaster of
the Government Keezhayoor
School

Government UP

4

Plate 6. Farm Science Club members of” Keezhayur School

“Until 2000. our school was housed in a rented
building. Hence we couldn’t grow even a single
plant. At that time KVK Palakkad conducted
orientation sessions with the view of promoting
interest in gardening at the homes of students. The
first real endeavour was the Seminar on Agriculture.

Sri. Abdul Majeed
Headmaster. U.P. School. Keezhayur

The seminar is even today a memorable event in
the minds of our parents and teachers as it was an
eye opener for us into the field of Agriculture.
Today the people of the locality have joined hands
in procuring the present one acre and 20 cents for
the School. Krishi Vigyan Kendra has helped us
immensely in setting up a vegetable garden which
is of great use to the noon meal programme.
Besides, they have also helped us in setting up a
beautiful garden. and also couple of shade trees.

The Farm Science Clun  formed hes heen
conducting many classes reli ted to Agricultire for
the students as well as for tie members of PTA
with the help from the KVK Ve are proud of our
association with KVK.

¢. Village Youth club

Another attempt made by VX was to o12anize
youth clubs. The followig activities were
undertaken.

1) Training for self employn et

2) Evening classes

3) Sramadhan programmes

Plate 8. Planting saplings in h: ~chool preniises

Kitchen gardens were raised in e homesteaas of
members of village youth clube  The mem-crs
were usually school dropouts wd unemplov:d
youth. Vegetable seeds were supplied to ihe
members and scientists of KVI{ supervised he
establishment of gardens. They w2rz also imparied
with regular trainings. Fifty ninz ycath clubs wi h
72() members were organized by /K Palakka:l

Members of the village youth clul's were taken for
study tours to the educationa and research
institutions of KAU. Under he shramad.n
programme, the members of there elubs plantad
seedlings of trees on the sides of roc ds and tommen
places such as schools. libraries, ca npuses attached
to panchayaths / village.



d. Village Vdoption Programme

KVK had imylemented many activities under this
A briel outline of the nature of
debvities s presented. An extension counter was
opened at te premises of Panchayath Office.
Thorithala during 1981, A team of scientists visited
the counter on all Wednesdays for offering
consultation. more or less in the form of present
dar Agro-chnic. Adaptive trials of rice culture and
eingelly varieties were tried out in 1981-82.
Traunings Hn all allied fields of agriculture were
conducted. Curing 1986-87, the Kerala Agricultural
University had allotied two villages for KVK.
Folakkad ror implementing this programme. The
main activities organized were trainings.
demonstrations and evening discussion classes. The

Alage acdoption programme of 1990-91 in
Voudavannoor and Keezhayoor villages had many
1 ehlights. The main programmes were — training
suasses, demonstration plots. animal health camps.
viaceination camps for poultry birds. Kissan melas

programme.

cam exhibrions, crop wise discussions and field

\“.l_\.\,

111994 village adoption programme wus conducted
11 Pulassery, in colluboration with Abhayam. a
charitable organization. The main programmes
were upgadation of local breeds of goats.
yopularization of broiler rabbit rearing and
coetable sardening.  The most recently adopted
dllage 15 Varode. Otapalam. A base line survey

Plate Y. FLD Programme al Varode

was conducted to collect  the background
information. Many of the FLD/OFT programmes
are being implemented in this village at present.

¢. National Demonstrations

In March 1994, Thirumittakkode Panchayath in
Thrithala block was selected for the National
Demonstration Programme. Twenty four national
demonstrations were conducted under three
systems. viz., rice-based. coconut-based and
arccanut-based, to demonstrate recommended
technologies leading to higher production and
The cropping sequence pattern adapted
was rice-sesamum. coconut and arecanut over an
arca of 8.4 heetares of which rice was allotted with
3.3 hectares. The varieties RM-7 and Annapoorna
were nsed. RM-7 shows a percentage yield increase
of 22 percentover the check and Annapoorna gave
a9 per cent inerease in yield over the check. The
need based critical inputs and technical advice were

provided by KVK.

mcome.

f. Problem Oriented Research (POR)

A new dimension in the extension approach was
implemented through the KVK Palakkad. namely
the problem-oriented approach. which focused on
rescarch input in the form of technical know-how
and physical input suited to a prevalent problem.

In this context. in 1996-97. low productivity of
Kootumundakan system (rutoon) ol rice cultivation
was identified as the problem faced by 20 farm
familics of the village named Maruthur. In this
system. no cultivation is practised after the harvest
of the first crop scason. Variety manuring and plant
protection measures are not for the second crop.
Despite this limitation, majority of the farmers
(80% ) are still continuing the practice s it requires
only less labour and capital mputs.

The interventions in this micro-farming situation
was (o improve the productivity of the system
through refinements i varietal mixture. input




Plate 10. Problem oriented research on rice

management and cultural practices. Productivity
of the first crop in which varieties like ‘Chenkayama
“and “Thavalakannan® were used ranges between
(0.5 t/ha to | t/ha. A series of new varietal
combinations were evaluated through on farm trials
conducted under this micro-farming situation. The
results of the trial concluded during 1998-99 with
different combinations are indicated in table 7.

It was observed that the combination evolved by
farmers was more productive. Inclusion of high
yielding varieties in the mixture was not effective.
The vegetative / reproductive growth phases
mismatched and the performance was negatively
affected.

g. Client Oriented Research (COR)

Anexclusive programme for the SC/ST population
aiming at their agricultural development was
undertaken during 1994-95. This scheme was
implemented at the Mattaya belt on selected
beneficiaries. which was well appreciated. The

ent oriented research

main highlights of the progran r1e were:

) Introduction of improved crosses of go.s

) Introduction of new var ¢tics of vegeta-les

) Scientific cultivation of ¢ onut

) Developing backyard pau try

) Utilization of family anour in using
agricultural implements

Forty six farm families were selcc ec who belonaed
to SC/ST communities and clasifizd as resource

Table 7. Performance of modified varietal combinations in the Koottumundakan system of ricz :u tivation

Combinations Cumulative green yield t/ha Straw yieldt/ha Grain yield increase |
(ercent)

Farmer’s combination )

Chenkayama & Chettadi 3.0l 4.2 -

Aiswarya & Chettadi 3.04 4.0 =150 |

Chenkayama & Nila 2.72 348 AT

Alswarya & Nila 2.82 3.4 A |
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. Medium resources (I8 no.) and
resouree poor (18 no.). The critical inputs were
disirbuted for the above enterprises. Over all results
shoveed that xirehen garden could raise the financial
states of the temilies. Similarly. goat rearing was
also economical. if the goats were not sold off.

rich (10 no

h. Institution Village Linkage Programme
(IVLP)

Kr s Vigyan Kendra Palakkad was one of the three
imolementin: centres in Kerala for the prestigious
piloz project on Technology Assessment and
Re hement (TAR) through Institution Village Linkage
Programme ('VLP) launched by the [CAR. This was
firstimplemented in the year 1995-96 in Ezhuvanthala
anc Patasser: villages in 324 selected families. The
KV K provided [cadership in identifying the problems
through PRA. Five major problems were prioritised.
When the performance of rice varieties was assessed.
Atswarya (Pth-22) proved to be the best variety having
mult adaptability.

Intervention on nutrition garden with the limited
resource of homesteads was scen to - meet the full
domestic vegetable requirement of the family
thereby contrituting to the food security.

The mtervention on in situ green leaf manuring
usinz daincha (Sesbania aculeata) in the traditional
transplantec "Koottumundakan™ system of rice
cultivation proved to be a suitable and profitable
techaique.  Kootumundakan is a system of rice
cultivation 11 which @ mixture of seeds of a non-
photo senstave (viruppu) variety and a photo
sensitive (mundakan) variety of rice in the
proportion ol 70:30 1s sown during viruppu season
AApr-May ). Fust crop variety will be harvested in
August-Sept and second crop variety in Dec-Jan]

The interven ton entitled skill training cum

veritication trial on self-propelled rice transplanter

proved to he a cheaper and less difficult substitute
for the costly conventional nursery and manual
trasplanting. The skill training cum verification

trial on mechanical harvesting of rice proved to be
cost effective.

The mechanical threshing of rice crop using bur
type power thresher was proved to be a faster and
cheaper substitute for the conventional manual
method of beating or treading by feet.

The practice of using pitcher irrigation was proved
tobealow costand casy to practice technology to
help the coconut seedling to survive the peak
summer. Deworming of calves of cross bred cows
resulted 1 better agility. shining skin, absence of
potbelly. good appetite. weight gain and satisfactory
growth rute. Deworming of lactating cows enhanced
average daily milk yield by 0.5 = 0.75 litre.

Gramalekshmi breed of poultry was found to be
the best breed suitable for the backyard of the small
production system, when compared to Athulya and
White Rock. The domestic income of farm women
could be increased. Similarly rearing of Malabari
breed of goat could help improve the domestic
income of farm women.  Genetic upgradation of
existing non-descript local goat strains could be
achieved through the supcerior bucks of pure
Malabari breed used in the project.

The feed back from comparative evaluation of the
performance of cross bred broiler rabbits (Russian
Chincilla and New Zealand White) was that they
were not as adaptable for the homestead backyard
production system of the project village as that of
desi species.

Besides enhanced yields both during the first and
second crops. the in situ cropping of daincha could
provide biomass of 12.7 tha worth Rs.0,300. With
a high B:C ratio of 11:8 the practice could suppress
weed growth (by 70%) in the succeeding rice crop.
Application of nitrogenous fertilizer could be
avoided in the first crop and could be reduced to
half in the succeeding second crop. This was a
significant result communicated to the farmers
which was readily aceepted by them.




[n the on-farm trial on evaluation of new varietal
combinations to replace the traditional combinations
followed in the “Koottumundakan® system of rice
cultivation. the farmers” age old practice of mixing
local varieties emerged as the most suitable and
rewarding. New combinations tried with high
vielding varieties showed inferior performance. This
was a good revelation of the research system and
application of significant indigenous technology.
Determination of the exact stage of first cut (harvest
of the first crop variety) in the high yielding variety
combination was a problem. These facts have been
fed back to the research system to find out the best
combination(s) from on-station (rials.

The quantitative performance of high yielding
varieties of rice was distinctly influenced by micro-
farming situations and planting systems.

Aiswarya (Ptb 52) followed by Kanchana (Pth 50)
was proved to be the best rice variety sequence in the
rainfed uplands during first and second crop seasons.

- Aiswarya (Pt 52) followed by Kanchana (Pth 50)
was found to be the most suitable variety sequence
for the rainfed transplanted double cropped low-lands
during first and second crop scasons.

When the green manure crop daincha (Sesbania
aculeate) was grown in situ in the summer rice
fallows of terraced uplands, there was a green leaf

Plate 12.
manuring plot

biomass of 18.8 t/ha worth ks 9388, The B:t ratio
was 1:9.95. The bio-mass procuction of sunhemp
(Crotalaria juncea) was 17.7 /ha. Both the areen
manure crops proved to ¢ a low co:l and
sustainable technology.

In the summer rice fallows cf double crcpped
wetlands, green manure bin mass produciion of
daincha and sunhemp was 12 7 t/ha and 11 € t/ha.
respectively. The succeecit g first crop » rice
recorded 25 per cent increase in productivity due
to green manuring over farn ers practice of little
green leaf manuring.

Till 1999, IVLP was implemenizd as part o0 KVK
activity and from 1" April 1949, it was delinked to
RARS. Pattambi.

i. Technology Evaluation and Impact
Assessment Project (TEIAL)

The KVKs have been establisl ec with the ot cctive
of transferring latest agrict ltural technclogies
including latest varieties. How :v zr, their interz ction
with the research efforts . nd availabi iy of
information on latest techr clogies in case of
varieties, availability of seccs of the lates types
were limited. Keeping the s wwition in viev, the
Heads of the Crops and Extension Division: of the
Indian Council of Agricult iral Research have
agreed to have a colluborat v: project to ehance
interaction amongst the researchers and XVK
scientists.  The All India Coordinated Crop
Improvement Project of IC /K oreanized multi-
locational trials on variouts crop prod . ction
technologies in different parts ¢ “the country in an
attempt to identify superior yic ding varietie: . They
also carried out experimenls ir developini crop
production and production tec ‘nologies. However,
the number of testing location: available wit- these
projects was not sufficien: o represent ill the
variables of any productior echnology. This is
particularly so in the advanced 7iral stages of l¢sting
the promising varieties/techclo zies, where .1 large
number of trial sites are requi ec.



Table 8. Performance of medium duration rice varieties

Entry No. 1T No, Designation Yield kg/ha
JOT201 (4725 TNAU 92084 083
101202 14728 Pa:412 [O11.1
101203 14733 RPP 7-23-1-2-3 3388
[O1204 15128 TNAU 93122 701.1
101205 {3l AS 93182 5385
101200 15136 SKL 7-11-1-13 903.8
101207 15138 UPR 1598-152-2 2230
101208 15139 UPR 1600-31-1-2 141.0
101209 15140 AD 92216 186.1
1C1210 [514] AD 92215 1088.8
| 1C1211 15142 RP 3923-P 88-08-6-2-1 3444
161212 5143 RP 3924-P7-40-5-1 2383
101213 15144 HKR 93-101 035.5
101214 15145 HKR 95-104 1013.8
101215 Java (check) 408.3
%I(HJI(; Suaksha (check) 3806.1
101217 Jvothi (local cheek) 0249

KVK Palakkad is one of the KVKs identified under
TEIAP. Undcr this project. 60 Cooperating Centres
m 21 states were started in 1997-98. In Kerala.
KVK. Palakkad was the only centre with cotton and
rice us the identified crops.

The setentists were trained to familiarize with the
methhdologics o be followed for conduct of trials
and recording of data. Field demonstration in
fartaers fields aad state seed farms were oreanized.
The rials for cotton were Taid out at the Farm at
Erud empath.

The report on activities under the project is
presented.
L. Trop: Kiee

Advanced Varietal Trial -1, Irrigated

Medium (AVE-1 IM)

Objeciive To study the performance
of medium duration rice
varieties.

No.of entries = 17

The trial laid out in randomized block design with
three replications was conducted in the Regional
Agricultural Research Station farm during the kharif
scason of 1998, The seeds were sown on June 3.
1998 and transplanting of seedlings was done during
July 1998. The entries and the corresponding yield
obtained are presented below in Table 8.

Though the growth and performance of the varictics
were good i the iitial stages. the incessant rains
during the final stages of the crop made the plant
protection measures taken against the severe attack
of rice bug meffective which ultimately reflected
on the yield performance of the crop.

Duc to this unsatisfactory performance of the crop vield
and also as the availability of seeds was not adequate
for any further trials. multiplication of the promising
varicties could not be done in the farmers™ ficlds.
b. Advanced Varietal Trial - 2. Irrigated
Medium (AVT-2 IM)
Objective To study the comparative
performance of mid-carly




Table 9. Performance of advanced variety trials

Entry No. IET No. Designation Yizld wg/ha
1401 15178 R741-1-535-2-1-1 2 155
1402 15179 BG380-2 10
1403 15185 ORI511-10 53
1404 15191 ORS-200-1 ‘4T
1405 15192 HRI-120 2310
1400 16434 HRI-122 808
1407 16435 3R 160 =847
1408 16436 POC 713 94
1409 16437 AD 92216 <354
14110 Jaya National check 26499
1411 Nagendra Triguna Regional check <507
1412 Alswarya local check 852

duration rice varieties and
hybrids.
No. of entries ;12

It was observed that entry number 1406 which was
a hybrid variety yielded the maximum.

2. Crop : Cotton
CVT on Gossypium hirsutum
No. of entries A ]

Date of sowing 23.10.98
Date of harvest 30.03.99

The trial was laid out at the Integrated Seed
Development Farm, Eruthempathy under the
Department of Agriculture. being the area in the
district with cotton cultivation.

The entries and corresponding yield obtained are
presented in Table 10.

Due to heavy rains in the initial stages, the crop
was fullv covered with water, which subsequently
affected its later performance. Further, even after
repeated sprayings of recommended insecticides the
attack of insect pests such as boll worm caterpillar,
bugs etc. was severe during the final stages of the
crop growth which ultimately reflected on the yield

Plate 13. Varictal screenirg plot of cotton

of the crop. Based on the ato v¢ observations it can
be inferred that entry no CNHI120 MB and L613
performed better.

KVK Palakkad could thus sz ve as an effective link
between the research station and farmer i 1 very
notable national programm_..

j- Front line demonstraticn (FLLD)
The aim of FLD is to demoi si-ate the production

potentialities of the newly d:veloped variciies of
cereals. pulses and oilseeds ¢n farmer’s fields.



Table 10, Peformance of cotton varieties

k.,mr.\ No Yield of hint + seed. Ke/ha
| CWROK | 20,03
CARBSS27 | 201,98
AR 8908 202.04
CPD 446 22263
VRS 10 134.63
| RAHL 100 EEEE
CNLE120 MB 260,07
| ARB 104 237.04
| SCS27 101.56
| ARDB 8824 100.70
| 1,013 258.33
[ VRS9 223,01
| IRAS100(4C) 140.74
MCUS CLCC) 246.30
1C 133.33

FLD on pulse. vegetables. sesamum and home
science topies were taken up i 1987-88. Field
davs were alsy conducted.

Ir the "Asccssment of alternative rice threshing
tecnology using threshers™, during harvest season
of nundaken crop i December 1998, the results
showed thet the axial flow paddy thresher has
maamum efficiency. Further advantage of this
theesher is that no further processing of grains is
needed afte threshing. while it 1s essential in other
m.thods.

O evaluaton of new varietal combinations to
ren ace the traditional combinations. followed m the
“Kettumundakan™ systems of rice cultivation, the
farier's age old practice of mixing local varicties
enicrged as he most suitable one.

In the evaliuanon of the production potential of

fodder grasses as intercrop in coconut bused
honesteads hybrid napier (Pennisetum tvphoido
puepurcant) with a per heetare green fodder yield
of 10 tout perormed guinea grass.

Of the three strains of oyster mushrooms. plearotus
spectes variety Vellayani-1 out-performed the
variety Co-1 and non-descript strain purchased from
private agencices.

In 2001-02 the performance of anew rice variety.
Harsha released from RARS. Pattambi. was
demonstrated i 30 cents. The performance was
cood. There was no disease oceurrence noticed but
pests like leaf roller. case worm. stem borer ete.
had attacked the crop to some extent. The crop took
only 104 days and yielded 4720 kg/ha.

A hiological method for the control of stem borer
m paddy was demonstrated. Pheromone traps were
used inan arca of 10 acres of paddy land during the
second crop season of 2001, This was found to be
effective among the farmers.

"Aruna’ variety of bhindi was also introduced in
2000-01. It showed good results like heavier
welght, longer size and slow maturity phase.

GALASA

[n 1999-2000. KVK Palakkad was identified as the
Liaison Centre of the GALASA programme (Group
approach for locally adapted and sustainable
agriculture) implemented as part of the People’s
Planning Programme by the District Panchavath.

i

Plate 14. FLD plot of rice — Harsha
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Palakkad in collaboration with the Kerala
Agricultural University. This novel programme
aimed at reviving rice cultivation in Palukkad district
through effective application of technologies and by
minimizing the cost of cultivation. The basic
approach is to mobilize and utilize the local resources,
man power and infra structure so as to ensure the
sustainability of the programme as well as of the
production system. Further. group effortis conceived
as the most critical input in the entire programme.

The technology interventions were

1. Use of organic manure

2. Use of mat nursery and farm machinery like
transplanter

3. Proper plant protection

The demonstrations were conducted in three
padasekharams, one each in Nallepilly, Elappully and
Thenkurissi panchayaths in a total area of 224 hectares
with the participation of 310 farmers. The result
showed an increase in the yield of rice to about 7.2 ¢/
ha from the average yield of 4.0 tha, along with a
reduction in the cost of cultivation with a net saving
of Rs.1000 per hectare compared to the farmer’s
conventional practice. As aspecial feature, an amount
of Rs.1000 per acre was given to those farmers who
cultivated and applied green manure and the same
amount was collected back after the harvest of the
crop — in the form of the revolving fund.

k. On Farm Testing (OFT)

This programme has been implemented to test and
evaluate the research findings of the Rescarch
Station at the farmer’s field and to refine or modify
the technologies. if required for better adoption.

In 1994-95. the enterprises demonstrated were
popularisation of new varieties of vegetables.
scientific cultivation of coconut and development
of backyard poultry. In 2001, one of the noted
astrowhite varieties of backyard poultry.
"Gramalakshmi™ was evaluated for its performance
in rural arcas. [t scemed o require excellent
management for good results.

In the same year, in the ident fication trial <f a
suitable variety of tuber cro Coleus (Colus
parviflorus) for the rain fed arcu, Vuriety *Sreed ward”
was found to be the best suited.

In the evaluationof rice varieti2s for their suita lity
fordirectseeding. the variety Ea sk a performed best
with less pest attack.

In the trial held in 2000 to stucy the effectiviness
of different control measures a ra nst mite (Aceria
cuertronis) in coconut, with D cofol (0.1%) 1eem
oil + garlic suspension (2% spra ). FOIS + ker asene
spray, FOLS + brine spray, FCI!) alone and control,
none of the treatments was sect to have signitizant
influence on the control of mite cttack.

o
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Plate 15. OFT plot of coleus

In 1999, in the comparative ¢v.luation of 7 st
cultivation of green manure ¢ops in summer rice
fallows, daincha superceded s inhemp and ¢vvpea
in the growth performance anc green matter vield.

C. OTHER PROGRAMMIS

The KVK is actively involveld n organizing and
participating in field deys. farmers™ fairs,
agricultural exhibitions. sern nurs. celebrat on of
World Food Day, Women in A zr culture, Zo moses
Day. Science Day and so cn A glimpse -f the
celebration is presented in Plees 16-18.

The KVK, Palakkad has been actively involved in
many of the national progran mes like NWIDPRA
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and state sponsored pro rammes like group farming.

The assisance of KVK has been mostly sought after
by the vurious agencics mainly for the conduct of

training. Under water Fed development, trainings
for the Mithrakissans o “the NWDPRA programmes
in the districts of Paia dad and Malappuram were
taken un by the Kendre auring the period from 199
ohwards '

Plaic 18. World Food Day celebrations

The long-term sponsored programmes that were
undertaken by the Kendra during 1993-2004 are
presented in Table 1.

Long-term trainings for Scheduled Caste were
initiated during the IRDP period. Six month
trainings in tailoring and embroidery and handicrafts
were started during 1993-94, Under TRYSEM
scheme and short term leadership trainings for SC/
ST vouths were organized in collaboration with
KIRTADS.

The Government of Kerala introduced the
programme of group farming in rice during 1990s.
The KVK identified Samithies in different locations
of the districtand performed an enabler role in these
activities.  Paruthikkavu Nelulpadaka Samithy.
TRACES., Anakkara. Women's Group at
Vattamkulam are a few among them. The KVK
has cultivated a good relationship with these groups
by imparting training directly on their fields with
pertodic review .

Operational Research Programme (ORP) was
mmplemented in two villages namely Mudavannur
and Nellaya. as the SC/ST programme in 1993-94.
Two training programmes for SC/ST —on Garment
making and handicrafts sponsored by District
Industries Centre. Palakkad have been conducted
since 1994. The trainings were of 6 month duration.

The KVK actively involved in the People’s Planning
Programme implemented by the Kerala state. The
staff of this Kendra were deputed as resource
persons 1n the state level training programme for
the members of Krishi Karma Samithies of various
Panchayaths in Palakkad, Malappuram and
Kozhikode districts.

Under the NWDPRA. KVK conducted Participatory
Rural Appraisal (PRA) for identifying the needs of
the beneficiary families in watersheds. Based on
the PRA resource map, training need assessment.
action plan ete. were prepared and few need based
training programmes were also conducted.




Table 11 Sponsored Tramings

Yea Discipline ‘ No.of | No.of beneficiaries | No. ol SC/ST Sporsoring ager ¢y
courses| M T T M F T
[993-94 | Training on tatloring | - 13 15 = (5 15 | Diste Indastries Cortre,
|and embroidery Palukkad
1999-00 | Computer training for I - S - 2 2 | Dist Fanchayath, fﬁ
rurdl women ) Palakkad | -
2000-01 | Computer training for | . 17 17 - 2 2 | Dist I';‘nfwjh;_\llly
rural women Palakkad 0
Quality seed production ¢ +H 6 30 5 38 | KeralaMinorhmigit on
& IPM in Rice Project funded by [11:C |
Women in Agriculture | - 10 10 - 3 3 | State Leptal Aeri
2001-02 | Computer training for 2 - S - 6 0 | Dist. Pwchayath,
rural women Palakkad
2002-03 | Computer training for J - A 26 - 1010 | Dist. Panchayath.
rural women Palakkad
Handicrafts training for | - 17 17 - 17 17 | Block Pa Th{l_\ ath,
rural women Pattambi -
Preservation of fruits | - 20 20 - 5 5 | Block Ferchayath,
and vegetables Pattambe ]
2003-04 | Computer training for | - 14 14 - 2 2 | Dist. Penehayath.
rural women Palakkad
Total 17 Hoo 160 204 5 50 55

Media Coverage: TV and newspaper coverage
on various activities of the Kendra has been found
to be one of the important and effective approaches
for information dissemination to the farmers.

Radio talks are recorded and broadceast frequently
ontopics by the Scientists of the Kendra of farmer’s
mterest and specific importance.

Field Days under the Front line demonstration
programme are regularly condueted

Veterinary camps and clinics were conducted in
various parts of the district.

Consultations have been given at the Kendra on
breeding and management of animals. plant
protection. scientific cultivation aspects, advanced
technologies, nursery management. agro forestry,
agricultural engineering. processing. cte.

Plate 19. News paper coverage

Preparation of farm plan under RSVY
programme: The KVK Palukkad prepared form
plans for 100 farmers selected for estatlishment of
model demonstration units of ceconut bawed
integrated farming system in the Sreexrishnapuram
and Mannarghat blocks under the RSVY
Programme of Palakkad district on request from he
State Planning Board. Kerala. -
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Plate 22. District seminars

Mabhila Vedi

The KVK has constituted a women cell alias Mahila
Vedi comprising of 30 rural women entreprencurs
with an intention of sharing the experiences in their
respective fields so as to monitor their enterprises
mitiated after the traming received from the KVK.
The women's cell is meeting periodically and
discusses the progress and action plan.

A national seminar on “Scaling up of good extension
practices in rice production systems™ was organized
from 30" Sep. to 1" Oct. 2004 as part of the Silver
Jubilee celebrations of the KVK. The delegates
included Scientists from KVKs and Extension
Departments of different Universities and extension
personnel from State Departments

District Level Seminar:  As a part of the Silver

Jubilee celebrations of the Kendra three District

level seminars were conducted at differeat focatic s
in the district on various topics such us Integra ed
Farming System. Agricultural Finance and Won¢n
Empowerment.

Competitions: Essay compelition on rice v os
conducted among the high school students durirg
2002, Quiz competitions on various accasions hve
been conducted for students. farmers and form
women. A state level photography campetition w 1s
conducted on the topic of rice cultivation Juring 2002,

This chapter has tried to present the multifar ous
activities of the Kendra over the years i1 very precise
form without highlighting the details. A lot has been
done. 1 lot more needs to be done in the y cars to core
along with widening area of operatior. The activ tes
with the aim of agricultural development is to te in
tune with the need of the time.




CHAPTER - 6

LINKAGES OF KVK PALAKKAD

By

The KK has maint ined functional linkage with
various development lepartments and agencies viz.
Agricilture. Rural Development, District Rural
Develooment Agen:y (DRDA), Animal Husbandry,
Forestry, National B for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABAKD), Department of Science
and Technology (D&T). Kerala Horticulture
Develonment Program me (KHDP), Scheduled Caste
Development Corpor: ion, Kerala Minor Irrigation
Project (KMIP)State Planning Board, financing
mstitwions and voluntary organizations operating in
the arc. in order to ¢ ffectively implement various
prograr-mes. The reprzcen- tatives of some of these
departhients are memtess of the Scientific Advisory
comm tice (SAC) of te KVK.

Throuz its 25 yecrs the KVK could effectively
implement its mand. te with the linkages 1t had

ﬁ/z;}% M

established with many departments and agencies.
The most significant among them are listed and
briefly explained. Linkages were more earnestly
established during later phase of 1995-2004, which
have now become more productive and sustainable.

Model Continuing Iiducation Centre

The KVK Palakkad is functioning as the Model
Continuing Education Centre, under the Palakkad
District Panchayath Saksharatha Samithi since
1999. The continuing education to neoliterates.
drop-outs and training programmes to “Preraks™ are

coordinated by the Saksharatha Samithy. The
Prerak in charge of the unit at the KVK arranges

collaborative vocational programmes also. A
counter for the display of literature of Saksharatha
Samithi is also housed at the KVK.

n
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NAARM, Hyderabad

The KVK Palakkad is one of the National Training
Centres for Field Experience Training for the ARS
Probationers. The mam objective of this training
programme 1s to provide ARS Probationers an
opportunity for gaining first hand experience and
insight into the agricultural and rural development
seenario in general and on the problems of farming
community i particular. PRA guidelines were
followed for conducting studies on basic resources.
crops grown. social structure, indigenous
technologies, problems of livelihood and working
patterns of the farmers.

Centre for Studies on Gender Concerns in
Agriculture

This Kendra is functioning as the nodal centre for
the centre for gender concerns of the Kerala
Agricultural University at the Central Zone.  The
Training Organizer is functioning as the Co-
principal Investigator for the project on “Gender
analysis of farming systems for sustaining the
technological development programmes and
livelihood under NATP™.

Kerala State
Corporation

Women's Development

The Kendra actively collaborated with the
Corporation’s project to impart vocational training
to the women in the Tirurangadi Block of
Malapuram. Training Organizer also functioned as
a member of the Project Monitoring Committee.

State Department of Agriculture

The KVK actively collaborated with the district
level coordination committee of the State
Department of Agriculture in three districts namely,
Thrissur. Palakkad and Malappuram in the
following central sector schemes.
1) National  Watershed  Development
Programme for Rainfed Areas.

i) Macro Management in Agriculture.
i) Youth and agriculture

Kerala Minor Irrigation Project

Under a memorandum ol understand ng with the
Kerala Agricultural University. the Serala M o
[rrigation Project identified the KVE Palahkad o
organizing training programmes on - Quality ced
Production” and “Integrated Pest Maragemen ™ in
rice to the beneficral farmers uncer the project
during 2001-02.

= Sl e »
Plate 23. Training programmes organized by
KMIP

Kerala Horticulture Development Programme
(KHD?)

The KVK Palakkad served as a training centre for
the technical staff of KHDP, being inplemented by
the Governmentof Kerala in collaboration with EU.
Training on communication skills to the master
farmers of KHDP was organized by K'VK Palachad
during 2000

Farmer’s Training Centre, Alathur

The KVK has been offering the facilitator’s rale o
this training centre under the auspices of the State
Department of Agriculture. Train ngs have been
imparted to Agriculture Officers. Assistants and
farmers at KVK Palakkad.




RATTC, Malampu. ha

The KK has been of cring the services of resource
personnel for the vrious training programmes
organ sed by RATT! to Agriculture Officers and
Assis ants. The cunr-iculum for each training is
design.d afteradca led training need assessment.

Integ ~uted Child Dcvelopment Services (ICDS)

ICDS of the Departinent of Social Welfare is in
regulcr contact wit 1 e KVK for technical support
in the r training preg ammes and establishment of
nutrition gardens. 'any of the field oriented
progremmes  are implemented with joint
collateration. Some OFT programmes are also
mmple rented throuzl Anganwadis.

Directorate of Heal'h Services

The F'VK has exterded technical assistance in
health campaigns cr¢anized by the Primary Health
Centrzy (PHCs) 11 wnd around Pattambi. The
persorrel from the Ac me Science Department serve
as rescurce perscne i their observances like
Nutriticn Week, Hee th campaigns of Pre School
childrzn, Pregnant und Lactating Women elc.

RAWE training prozramme

The KV K Palakkac i cne of the training centres of
the RAWE training p- ogramme for the B.Sc. (Ag.)
students from the tiwee different Agricultural
Colleges under the Kerala Agricultural University.
The s.udents are given ample opportunities for
interaciing with furners. visiting the different
farmin_ situations v the district and conducting
trainings for the farmers during a period of one
week. They are also civen exposure to the training
need cssessment.

Kera ¢ Institute for Research, Training &
Development Studies of SC & ST (KIRTDAS)

Vocational training programmes exclusively for SC

& ST farmers and farm women were orgenized by
KVK Palakkad with the financial assistance of
KIRTADS. The course was of two week duration
on “Integrated agriculture™. The beneficiaries were
volunteers of KIRTADS selected from five districts.

NGO collaboration

In the past 5-0 vears, it was felt that research and
extension m agriculture under the public system
somehow was failing to adequately address the
needs of the farmer clients. Also the State
Government was finding the costs of the system to
be very high. The idea of collaboration between
government and non-government organization’s
was mooted at this time to cut the cost and make
this system more need based. It was thought that
non-government organizations would be able to
effectively play an intermediary role in organising
farmer eroups for skill development. to develop
farmer’s ability to articulate needs and also (o assist
covernment bodies in responding to farmer’s needs.
On the other hand the government organizations
would provide (inancial and technical support and
wide geographical coverage.

Some of the cases where KVK Palakkad had
established collaboration with NGOs are presented.

1. Association of Non-traditional Employment
of Women (ANEW)

ANEW is an NGO working in the field of micro-
credit for rural women for self-employment in
Palakkad district. The KVK has made a tie up
arrangement with ANEW in training all their
beneficiarics in opening up new ventures with
the credit available through ANEW. The KVK
has adopted a village Varode near Ottappalam
and ANEW hus extended their credit facilities
to this area to complement the activity. The
KVK has also prepared projects for development
of a horticulture nursery. vegetable
demonstration unit and model homestead at the
ANEW farm.




2. Elm Crest

Elm Crest is an NGO working in the field of
santtation and drinking water supply under the
Governmentof Kerala. The NGO has formed self-
help groups of women for their programmes. The
organizers realized the refevance of KVKs for
imparting agri-based vocational trainings for their
beneficiaries. A training need assessment of these
beneficiaries was oreanized by the Kendra. The
KVK imparted trainings in the field of commercial
vegetable cultivation and processing of fruits and
vegetable preservation.

Plate 24.  Planting saplings at the Hellen Keller
Institute for visually challenged

3. Helen Keller Institute for Visually
Challenged, Ottapalam

Hellen Keller institute for Visually challenaed is a
non-governmental organization  based at
Vaniamkulam in PalakKad district. This organization

focuses its attention on vocational (rain ng
programmes for the inmates who are blind. The
KVK assoctated itsell with the various activities of
Hellen Keller institute for its programmes. “he
association has also resulted in sett ng up a bioas
plantand an orchard for the hostels o “the institutn.

People’s Planning Programme

The KVK Palakkad actively involved ni the Peovie's
Planning Programme implemented oy the Kerala
State. The staff of this Kendra served as rescu-ce
persons in the state level training programmes : nd
as members of Krishi Karma Samithizs of various
Panchayaths in Palakkad. Malappuram and
Kozhikkode districts.

Media participation

The scientists are contributing to th2 broadcasis of
All'India Radio (Farm & Home Prog-amme) of hoth
Thrissur and Kozhikode regularly. The local A0V
and PCV Channels and narrow cast »rogramm s« of
Door Darshan are also giving extes ve cover: ge
to all the activities of the Kendra.

Only through strengthening the inkages and
through sceking more avenues of collabora ion.
furm science centres can reach out t the farring
community at large. KVK. Palakkac 1+ quite avvare
of these and strives to establish functonal link.azes
with many organisations involved in aericuliural
developments.
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CHAPTER -7

DOCUMENTATION OF INDIGENOUS

v TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE (ITK)

The farmers all ov.r the world have a tradition of

experimentation anc developing indigenous
knowledge for solutic n to many of their agricultural
problers in harmory with nature. The key features
of such indigenous kwwledge are reducing risks,
affordehility. ready a cilability. compatibility with
currert practices, v silz results within a reasonable
amount of time and satisfying multiple needs.
Docunventation of cuch indigenous knowledge
resources will provide a base to the agricultural
rescarchers and ex ensionists for appropriate
blending with the res :irch information.

A few of the notable 1novative ideas identified in

the various fields of agriculture and allied sciences,
which are verified and documented by the KVK
are presented.

Plant Protection

e Vegetable seeds can be stored without pest attack
by mixing them with cow dung and ash and
Keeping them as cakes in the kitchen wall. This
helps in retaining the viability of seed.

e Preserving pulse seeds as dry pods as such
reduces the incidence of pulse beetles during
storage.

e Spraying the extract of a local variety of chilly




namely “Kanthart “which is very hot compared
o all other chillies is effective in controlling
vegetable pests.

Using green leaves of kodaku tree as mulu-
purpose green leal manure is good for improving
sotl health. These leaves have a prineiple which
works against harmful soil bacteria and fungi,
Erecting bird rests using coconut fronds is
helpful to destroy rice pests.

Using garlic and flour of bengal gram is effective
as repellant against rats, and the practice is not
hazardous to poultry.

Using a mixture of carlic and asafoetida is
clfective as iscet pest repellant. which is non-
hazardous and pollution free.

Erccting of bird scares using muslin or polythene
sheets is found to be effective in keeping away
birds from paddy ficlds.

Depositing salt and sand mixture in the coconut
fronds to Kill rhinoceros beetle is. found 1o be
elfective.

Brushing or sweeping rice plants using branched
bumboo thorns. leaves of the plant “parakom’,
and use of coir dipped in kerosene is cffective
to knock down leaf roller.

Leaves of parakom can be applied in the root
zone of banana to control rthizome weevil. This
has double advantage in the form of organic
manuring and pest control.

Application of neem leaves protects scedlings
from crab attack.

Aphids in cowpea can be controlled by
application of warm ash.

Mixing neem leaves with cowpea seeds prevents
storage pests.

Neem leaves are kept along with paddy sceds
for storage.

Agronomy

o Chettvazha cultivation along with paddy (semi-

mixed cum relay cropping of banana in rice
fields) can be taken up in one year.

e Fringe cropping with cowpea can be taken up

along the bunds of standing pacdy crop. st ving

labour and Tand.

e Inthe riverbed system ol veeetinle cultiviion
i summer season on the sand deltaie beds of
Bharatapuzha. a good crop of su viner vegel: ble
Is possible without any addition of orcanic
manure and fertilizer.

e To reduce the incidence of pest and dise es.
the planting of paddy should be Jene 15 day s in
advance of the full moon day.

¢ Planting pigeon pea along bunds of the piddy
ficlds acts as wind breaks against the eastem
destructive winds of Palakkad isirict.

e Exposing sceds to dim lightafter aryving ine case
the vigour of the seeds. This pracuce is done
during the cool nights of Noember @nd
December.

o Relay planting of Nendran hanaiia vith
transplanted rice can be successiu'ly practised.

Fisheries and Animal Husbandry

o Crushed tobacco mixed with tender coconu . can
be used as an antidote for hydrocyanic u:id
poisoning in cattle and goats.

o Tamarind sceds. which are availadle in pleaty
i summer. can be used as a substitute for fish
feed.

e Awild variety of cactus common 11 the loc 1 ity
15 ideal for the eradication of pred nory fisqes,

e Ncemoil can be used on the wound s of lives ek
to repel flies.

o A mixture of neem leal and twirmeri: can be ed
for controlling worms in calves - they act as
system purificrs and disinfectante.

e Ground punna bark can be applied o hea 1he
wounds of cattle.

e Ajwain sceds fried. ground ard mixed v ith
Jaggery syrup is useful o treat dia thoca in gocts.

e Mango preserved in brine solu ion car be
applied on the mouth of goats o cure infectins.
which is a low cost disinfectant.

e (iving coconut oil or coconut milk or arrack to
goats 1s useful to cure stomach us 2t whicl uct
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as entiflatulent

Lerion grass oil he s arepellant action on poultry
lies

Crushed leaves of “kolappa” spread on the floor

of poultry hous: can ward off poultry lice.

Tender bamboo 1t © fish poison.

Home science

Tle tender seeds of tapioca can be used with
red 2ram dhal for making pugath.
Te prevent dand uff and hair fall, apply the

licuid obtained b boiling shoe flower and its
leaves with ittle ime.

o Cutting both ends of ladies finger can extend
Keeping quality.

e Application of lime juice or tamarind can reduce
rancidity of coconut or palm oil.

Agricultural Engineering

o The indigenous water lifting devices like
picottah, chakram (water wheel). swing basket
and thonithekku (scoop basket) are used for
irrigation in small-scale operation. They do not
require electricity/fuel.

e A low cost, easy to operate frame for designing
contour is effectively utilised by the farmers.




CHAPTER -8

SUCCESS STORIES FROM THE FIELD

KVK Palakkad has successfully demonstrated that
a KVK can do more than a lot and is not confined
in its endeavours to a limited sense of capacity
building. The success stories clearly depicts that a
KVK can be responsive to the realities of farmers
and can transform their livelihood by technology

application.  Since the mid 90s the emphasis of

trainings shifted its focus from mere skill
development to enterprise oriented training.  The
KVK has promoted those individuals who
approached the Kendra with the motive of starting
ameans of livelihood in agriculture and allied ficlds.
A few of the successful enterprises initiated with
the technical support of the KVK are presented.

I. The KVK Palakkad helps 1o identify
opportunities: The case of Puth ima Achchar,
Pattambi

Mr. P. M. Kunhi Mohammed (37). Fadinjarakath
House. Poovakkodu, Maruthur P.O.. Pattambi und
Mr. PM. Yusuf (28) are brothers belanging o a »oor
rural family. Mr. Kunhi Mohammed and his family
were struggling to meet their both ends with :he
meagre wages they obtained from the “ield wo 'k as
labourers. Their mother had expired and their fanily
included an aged father and two yo meer brotaers.
Kunhi Mohammed also worked as a Muadrassa
Teacher. which provided him a meagre amou 1t as




Plate 25. Earning . | ving: Mr. Kunhi Mohammed
at his Pickling un |

salary Though M. “usuf was doing his B.Com.
degree dropped oul t 1 course as it wasnot easy to
20 aboiit as he could 1o even afford to pay the fees.
He wus in dire need > generating income for the
family.

[t was ¢ this time, cur ng 1998 that the two brothers
heard 0" the one-mor I training progrmmme at the
Krishi Vigyan Kendr 1, Palakkad on Processing of
Fruits :nd Vegetable . They decided to attend the
training. During tic course of the training
progremme itself, the veo brothers started practising
at home, what they learnt from the training. Thus,
immediately after co npletion of the training they
started -0 produce ar1 and halwa with a capital of
Rs.3000  from their own earnings. But their
products could not catch the attention of the
custoriers in the ma ket and as such the venture
flopped and the amc it invested was completely
lost.

Though their first e perience was bitter, without
losing much of their enthusiasm they took it as a
challer ze and decided! -0 go ahead with some other
produzis. They purcl ased all the fruits on a mango
tree ir i season wortl Rs.50 and started producing
picklcs They made small polythene packets of
mango pickle and m irketed them at the premises
of Vanneri High School at Puththanpalli,
Perumpadappa. the main customers being the
studen's. Each packct was sold at Rs. 0.50. This

they continued for two months and finally they
obtained Rs.500 from their investment of Rs.50.
With this they got motivated and decided to expand
the business.

With the available Rs.500 they purchased variety
of fruits such as mango. lemon, dates. amlas and
garlic and also a few cans.” They prepared different
types of pickles and made polythene packets of 250g
each and sold @ Rs.10 except garlic which was sold
@ Rs.15. They used a bicycle for door-to-door
marketing of the produce. From this they received
aprofitof 40 per cent. In addition they participated
in a three day local vipanana mela and sold their
produces for an amount of Rs.3000 which boosted
their confidence.

From then on, they decided to expand the business
further. They procured different fruits during the
peak seasons and stored them using salt and turmeric
powder in airtight containers. Thus they procured
3 t mango, | tlemon, 500 kg garlic, 500 kg dates
and | ton kannimanga (tender mango) annually. The
pickles produced in different lots were packed in
small polythene bags except ‘kannimanga achar’,
which was packed in glass bottles as  taste
difference was noticed when  packed in polythene.
The produces were sold through retail shops at 20%
commission and through door-to-door delivery at
25% commission. At present they are getting a
profit of 50%.

During the peak fruit season. the customers prepare
pickles themselves, which resulted in a reduction
in the marketing of pickles. To tackle this problem
they collected the fruits in lot and stored as such for
preparing pickles in the off-season. They also
prepared pineapple and grape squashes. in times of
demand.

With regard to the infrastructure, they started their
production unit initially at Puththanpalli in
Perumpadappa block and gradually shifted to
Pattambi giving the name as Puthuma Achar with




SSI register number 0907/10342.

operating the unit in a rented building at Rs. 1100

Now they are

per month. They pay monthly an amount of Rs. 100
for clectricity charges and Rs. 130/- as telephone
charges. The unit possesses a ginger slicer
developed by Mr. Kunhi Mohammed himself. a
mixy. an electronic weigh halance. a scaling
machine and a two-wheeler. They are planning to
purchase more machineries and a carriage vehicle
for cusy marketing with an intention to develop the
unit.

Mr. Kunhi Mohammed is engaged fully in the
production unit and Mr. Yusuf in the marketing side.
There are three lady assistants and three boys for
marketing in the produces. The lady assistants are
working from 8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. and they were
paid Rs.000 per month in the initial period and now
they are being paid Rs.800 monthly. The marketing
assistants are engaged on 25 per cent commission

basis based on the order of selling.

The brothers are guite satisfied with the on going
business and the major constraints faced in the
marketing is lack of FPO certification. Till date
they have not availed any loan but they are planning
to getit for further expansion of the unit. The KVK
Palakkad is their source of inspiration, guidance and
support, which they acknowledge.

2. The KVK Palakkad inculcates the message
of diversification: The Case of SC/ST Women’s
Co-Operative Society, Pattambi

A group of SC/ST women was given training on
tailoring and embroidery at the KVK Palakkad for
aperiod of six months during 1994. As a follow up
of this training programme the KVK Palakkad
initiated a co-operative society in the campus with
the financial aid of District Industries Centre (DIC).
Palakkad. The organization was christened as
“Pattambi Samyuktha Readymade Pattikajathi

Plate 26. Mecmbers of the Cooperutive Sce ety
running of canteen

Vanitha Industrial Co-operative Society Ltd™ and
started functioning from June 30, 1905,

The members of the society constituted entircl of
un-employed ladies of scheduled caste und
scheduled tribe. Due to lack of working capital
available for purchase of machines. the soety
started with sewing machines availablz at the k. VK.
The society started “job work™ i1 ailoring and
switched to production of ready-made cletaes
utilizing the funds created in the above proce s.

An admission fee of Rs.25 was collecred from e ach
member. In addition an amount of Rs.100 was
collected as individual share fron cuch memoer.
The Government of Kerala contributed an an cunt
of Rs.900 for each member making he capital Fare
to Rs.1000 from each member. The society
continued its activities with increased working
capital available. Each member was able to carn
an amount of Rs.300-500 per montt.

The society employed a paid memoe- as secretary
to maintain the accounts. The orgarization hus a
seven member Director Board. The members meet
twice every month to take stock of the functicning
of the society.

The society started door-to door sales of their
products which were in high appreciation in and
around Pattambi. In addition, materials were
supplied through the regular textile shops.




Due 10 intense comy etition and lack of scope for
expancing the worxing capital of the organization,
it was “elt difficult 1 ¢xpand the venture. Hence it
was decided to diversify the activities of the society.
Thus the unit started a training cell to train women
in tailoring and emtroidery. At present there are
about 20 students "I o attend the training program.

In addition, they als: «tarted operating the canteen
of the Regional Ay ricultural Research Station.
Pattambi since lus two years and is running
successfully. Other han serving food to the staff,
as an acome gencre ing activity, they also receive
orders for catering . s and when special functions
are o-canized at the siation and also from outside.

At present each e nber of the society draws an
amountof Rs. 1000~ (00 per month from its various
divers fied activitics The KVK continues its support
in training and marzgement of the society. The
members attribute t eir success to the support and
encouragement prot ided by the KVK.

3. The KVK corvinces the need of group
approach: Paruthikkavu Nellulpadhaka
Padasekhara Samithy

Parut ikkavu Nel u padhaka Padasekhara Samithi
is lccated in Chittoor. Thathamangalam
Municipality of Fal ik kad District in Kerala. This
is a sroup of farmers who have organized
theniselves to successfully run their agriculture as
aprci table and sust.inable model for the State. The
Samithi was initi: ted with the formation of a
Karshaka Charcha Samithi (Farmers Discussion
Forum) in 1980 v.it125 farmers spread over 25 ha
of paddy fields.

Though there wa 1 well organized Karshaka
Charcha Samith  functioning the farmers were
practising the various cultural operations
indiv dually. The samithi identified this practice
as brnging a grear loss to the individual farmer.
The KVK Palakkad intervened at this point and
sugrested certain 1nzasures to reduce the cost of
culiivation of ricz and to make rice farming

Y i O v -
Plate 27. Members of Paruthikkavu Padasekhara
Samithy with the Zonal Co-ordinator, ICAR

profitable. With this inspiration, the Samithi started
its activities in1982 with community paddy nursery
using Jaya variety of paddy during the first crop.
With the implementation of the community nursery
in the padasekharam they could realize that this
single practice could reduce the economic loss
remarkably. They were motivated to practice this
group approach in other cultural operations too and
thus they started group farming in 1989.

The group farming along with a scientific approach
in paddy cultivation reduced the cost of cultivation
and increased the income of the farmers. A
comparison worked out is presented in Table 12.

The Samithi‘s activities proved to be successful
and soon this attracted the attention of farmers of
the area and the membership of the Samithi
increased to cover more farmers spread over 75 ha
of paddy fields. Presently the Samithi has 102
members with land holdings ranging from 30 cents
to 10 acres. The common nursery concept — was
widely appreciated and the All India Radio prepared
a special programme for the benefit of other farmer
organizations in the State as a model for reducing
the cost of cultivation through group approach in
farming. This was later on adopted by the
Department of Agriculture, Kerala as a model to be
extended throughout the state.

The exemplary work of Paruthikkavu Nelulpadaka
Padasekhara Samithi in the field of rice farming

P e




Table 12. Comparison of individual vs group furming

Cost of eultivation for 1 ha Average vield. Cost of paddy Profit j
(Rs) ko/ha (Ry) (Rs) |
Individual farming Rs. 12500 3250 . 19500 7000
Group farming R 10500 5000 30000 1950(
S
Area ]
led them to become the recipient of the first “Nel A
Kathir ™ award instituted for the best rice group s ;
farming society in the State by the Government of i
Kerala. The latest recognition secured was as one 100 1
of the eight farmer organizations by Government .
of India’s Ministry of Agriculture being a part of pol

their “Integrating Front Line Extension System in
the Country™. This is a pointer towards the future
in Agricultural Extension strategies to be adopted
for meaningtul transfer of technology.

Though the concept of group farming has been
evaluated many a time. a few conclusions of the

farmers™ organization are presented herewith.

1. The interest in group farming in the arca
increased

Indicator : Increase n arca over the years under
paddy cultivation in group farming

Measuring tool : Records of the samithy regarding
acreage.

2. Membership in the samithy increased

Mecasuring tool : Records of the samithy regarding
membership

3. Paddy farming has become more profitable

3.1. Production under group farming has increased

Mcasuring tool : Yield data collected by KVK
Palakkad and Samithy records

3.2, Cost of cultivation has come down

0 = e e

Year J

Figure 8. Arca under group farming over the vear.

Measuring tool : Comparison between carler
traditional nursery (in normal st uations of
individual farming) and community nurser as
stated by farmers of the group and others in nearay
areas.
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Figure 9. Membership in the Samithics

3.3. Quantity of paddy sold as seed increased (4 e
to higher value)

Measuring tool : Records maintained »y the samithy
3.4 Repayment of bank loans has incrzased

Measuring tool : Records of loan tvailed by the
members and its repavment as collected by the
Primary Co-operative Samithy.




Table 12. Yield from o yup farming 3.5. The fertility status of soil increased

Year | Yieldinh.fice) Yield interms of yield: | 35 | Indicator : Preparation of soil map every year:
seed ratio

199061 $509:0 (\’cnmwlml'ounu -t Measuring tool : \’eljiﬁculion of soil fertility maps
[991.0- 900-10% 0 prepared by the samithy.
133?\: ng:(ﬂ] : :21 The samithy has kept records of soil maps prepared
1994.0° 00850 3 since 1990 along with the recommendation of
19950 12001200 3 fertilizers to be applied.
199097 | 1250-1:5 1 13 o ,
199701 1500-155 G 3.5.2. Indicator: Soil pH has moved towards neutral
1998-9: 100010511 10 over the years.
1999-001 1650-1700 16
2000-0] 1700-175 17 Measuring tool: Records kept by the samithy
2001-0° 1 17002001 20 regarding the soil pH.
2002-0: 2000-2.:00 23

#1994-5 drought ye T

Table 14. Comparison ¢ “profit: Traditional vs community nursery

Particulars Traditional nursery Community nursery Net Profit
Seed quantity 125 kg/ha Rs.1250 80 kg/ha Rs.800 | Rs.450
Nurse 'y area for | Fa nain ficld 25 cents R$.500 10 cents Rs.200 | Rs.300
Cow ¢ ing - It Rs.600 0.4t Rs.240 | Rs.360
Pullin. of seedlings 20 women Rs. 1000 8 women Rs.400 | Rs.000
Total ) Rs.1710

Table 16. Details of loan availed by the members

Table 15, Quantity of sead produced from 1991-2002 ear No of n?embel's No. of defaulters
’ who availed loan

) - 1990-91 10 0

ear uantity (kg)
JK)()UI 9 T X 100}0 = 1991-92 15 0

— 1992-93 25 0

e Lol 199394 30 0

99394 20 199495 30 0

994-95 1000 1995-96 10 30
1995-96 2500 1996-97 00 10
1996-97 2500 1997-98 70 14
1997-98 5000 1998-99 80 5
1998-99 ) 5000 . 3338‘? 2(’) Tz

099 s lihh

!)9) 00 5000 500703 % 3
2000-01 7000 . ek : e
2001-02 20000 : ‘Lcmmng. The market forces have an impact on the repayment

of the loan.
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4. The KVK hridges the digital divide:
Computer Training Programme for Women

L L - . i 8
Plate 28. Computer training in progress at KVK
Palakkad

The Krishi Vigyan Kendra started a computer
training centre equipped with one P- Il server and
five celeron work stations along with other
accessories like printers, scanner and UPS for
imparting vocational training in computer for
educated. unemployed women of western blocks
of Palakkad district. This project was financed by
District Panchayath, Palakkad. The Kendra has
already completed training 8 batches.

Details of trainees who completed the training
programme are furnished in Table 17.

The extent of employment to computer trainees in
computer related vocations is given in Fig. 10.

e — - e ———
Figure 10.  Pic diagram showing computer related
cmployment of Batch | trainees.

About 24% women who completed the training
programme are working in areas related to computer

and are carning average pay of Rs 1500 per month.
One traince has set up her own traning cenre. At
present there is @ problem in getting more Heople

Table 17. Details ol computer traine >

Batch No. of Trainees whe have tal.cn up

trainees computer r2 ated voc !‘un\

Number | % of " tal

Batch | 22 7 Al
Batch 2 17 4 2
Bach3 | 10 5 3
Butch 4 7 4 5
Batch 5 5] 4 2
Bateh 6 | 11 5 T
Butch7 | 14 3 21
Batch § 22 on goir g

employed in computer field due (5« slow down in
the computer related sector. There has been an
attempt to link up with the District Industries .~ entre
to give financial aid to the trainees to set up their
own shops.

5. Subhasree — a striking evidence of viomen
empowerment and promotion of muster
trainers by KYK

Subhasree Food Products, a known name i and
around Nellaya Panchayath offers an inte esting
case of the innovative extension approaches aldopted
by KVK.

Sreedevi Amma (49) belongs to an ancient
aristocratic family. The sudden decth of her husband
and teenaged daughter came as a boow to he Tt
took her months to come out of the trauma. These
days she earned her living through making pepads
for Rs.40/day

Resolving to work for a social cause she orgnized
a group of 10 women into the “Stbnasree Vanitha
Society™ in January. 2000. She yromised 1o give
her colleagues 3-4 days of emploviment per wveek




i papa:d making. The profit was shared among the
members.

In Julv 2000, her ¢roap also ventured into pickle
and wa ermaking. THs coineided with the training
she reczived at KV < on “Fruit and vegetable
preservation™ which »mosted her confidence. In

Plate 29.

processing unit

Inaugu ction of Subhasree food

August 2000 her groi p took up door to door sales
toensire instant sa 2 ol products. The returns were
not coriparable to tac efforts put in, but she took it
up as 1 challenge. TI ¢ area of marketing taken up
were offices and homes at Palakkad town.
Mannurakkad and Vi appuram. Onam fairs and
Jubilee celebraticn at KAU campus, Pattambi
helped the group mcctarily and also with regard
to greler exposure

The iriial investmen on the enterprise was Rs. 100
per head which amounzed to Rs.1,000. The Block
Panchayath disbur:eil an amount of Rs.10.000 as
subsid, and Rs.1¢.2)0 as loan towards the fruit
proces:ing unit. Las. year, Vijaya bank granted a
Joan ¢f Rs.1.00.00C thwards the upgradation of the
FP urii. The repeyment amount being Rs. 1,120
per month,

The miembers of Subl asree Vanitha Society ensures
particination in all triinings on food processing at
KVK namely. baki ¢ catering, preparation of milk
producis and the like - Thus, on inspiration to take
up baking, after attenc ing the bakery course in 2003.

she purchased an electric oven worth Rs.4.500/- for
the production of “sugar free biscuits™. This has
also become popular in addition to their
conventional pickle and chutney items.

The women are earning an amount of Rs.20/day
for 24 days a month, which has attracted many more
women into the group. However managing a larger
eroup was difficult, which led to formation of 3
women's” groups in Nellaya Panchayath working
on the same line.

In April, 2004, her group initiated a ‘Vanitha
Canteen” at the main road side at Nellaya, in arented
building. Vegetarian meals are in great demand in
this canteen at a nomindd rate of Rs.10. The auto
drivers and bank staff are their regular clients.

Highlighting, another aspect of this enterprise led
by Sreedevi is that, KVK utilizes her services as a
Master trainer in many of the Off-campus training
programmes. It has helped to boost her morale and
also helped to give wider exposure to her group.

Plate 30. Pickles being packed at the Unit

The trainees are inspired to take up such ventures
from this master trainer.

In April, 2004 KVK arranged Mrs. Sreedevi as a
resource person to handle classes for Centre for
Management Development. Kerala State. in their
workshop for “Women enterprises™. They called
her for similar workshops at Palakkad and
Malappuram. The Institute of Printing Technology.
Shoranur. too made use of her services in similar
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training programmes under the Community
Polytechnic Centre. She is actually able to inspire
women into such enterprises. which is more
motivating than a trainer from a training centre.

Recalling her achievements, Sreedevi points out that
group functioning was her strength. she does not
ignore the economic losses at times and it had only
made her to go on with it as a challenge. Besides.
she cherishes the recognition her occupation has
brought her today. She recognizes the thrust and
partnership facilitated by Krishi Vigyan Kendra.
Palakkad.

6. KVK. Empowering landless women for
sustainable agriculture

This venture was taken up on a group of landless
rural women at Vattamkulam with the collaboration
of the Vattamkulam Krishibhavan. The whole
programme was designed after participatory
planning process in connection with the Watershed
area development programme. The major
technological interventions by the KVK included
water harvesting. organic farming. scientific
cultivation of rice and, vegetables. processing of
fruits and vegetables and rice farm mechanization.
The programme is being organized through three
self help groups of women namely Grameena.
Susthira and Swasraya. The groups started rice
cultivation in leased lands of 3 acres during 2001 -
2002, Now they are cultivating rice in an area of

30 acres using improved varietics from RARS.
Pattambi. They are also preparing vermicon post.
biopesticides and cultivating azolla 1s sreen marure
as well as animal feed. KVK is imparting botl on
campus and off campus trainings to update on the
advanced information in the concerned fields. The
mitial performance of these experiments was well
honored by the Hon. Minister for Agricu ture.
Government of Kerala at a public furction.

Plate 32. Minister of state facilitating the Women's ¢ roup
engaged in group farming

7. KVK in participatory farm mechanization.

With the active collaboration of Krishi Bhevan,
Anakkara participatory technological imterventions
inrice cultivation are being attempted by the Krishi
Vigyan Kendra in the Perumbalam padasekharam
of Thrithala hlock. The farmers o the area s cre
abstaining from rice cultivation due L the high wage

Paddy cultivation undertaken by women of
Vattamkulam being harvested

Plate 31.

Plate 33. Demonstration on the use of cono-weed 1
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rate and wn avail b ity of labour in time. The
Kendra's onjective s as to demonstrate a technology
which coud substitute the fabourers and reduce the
costol ¢ tltivation and thereby bringing the furmers
back to theirrice Felds. Appropriate mechanization

at varivas stages of the crop such as use of

mechanical transplanter. conoweeder ete. was
carried cut in the area with the active support from
the Aoricultural Engineering College .
under the Kerule Agricultural University This

Tavanur

technology has resulted in reduction of cost of
cultivation to the tune of 30 per cent and the Krishi
Bhavan has plans to extend this program to other
padasekharams under the Krishi Bhavan. For
effective implementation of the proposed
programme a farmer centered organization,
Tracking Agricultural prospect and effective and
scientific coordination samithy. *TRACES” has
been formed and the KVK is imparting trainings
on various aspects of rice cultivation to this group.




CHAPTER -9

INNOVATIVE METHODOLOGIES ADOPTED BY KVK PALAKKAD

All through the 25 years, KVK has tried out many
approaches and techniques for transfer of
technology in the field of Agriculture. A few
significant novel attempts are listed below:

‘Catch them young’ programme

This innovative methodology of transfer of
technology aims at imparting the basic know-how
of various aspects of agriculture and allied subjects
to the younger generation — UP School students.
This programme envisages cultivation of various
crops in the school premises along with earning a
small pocket money and diversion from the
monotonous curriculum. This programme has been
successfully implemented in and around most of
the schools in Pattambi.

Recognising the ‘unrecognised’

KVK. Palakkad initiated the programme for

recognizing individuals for twir outstancing
contributions in various fields cming under .ts

mandate like best young ent-cpreneur. you 1g
farmer. agricultural entrepreneu- »t: . They woull
otherwise never get a forum 151 receiving :
recognition.This is an effor:
appreciated by one and all.

bt has becn

Plate 34. Palakkad Panchayath President fai ituting the
young entrepreneur




Keeda Nireckshana Sena

This vaas anovel attempt imitiated by the Kendra in
Nellava Panchayath. A group of enthusiastic
farmers including a number of youth had
volunteered for the training programme on control
of mres i coconut and pests in rice. They were
also given traning on other aspects such as repair
and maintenance of plant protection equipments,
IPM campaign for rodent control. biological control
of crep pests cie. KVK still continues to have feed
bac< with these volunteers who look into the plant
pro-cction of coconut and rice in their areas.

Paripoornatha

This programme, initiated in 1999-2000, envisaged
ficld level deronstration in water shed management
ina nint water shed m Vantyamkulam Panchayath.
The prograraime involves formation of native
groups. training on water and sotl conservation and
agro forestry. This would be monitored through
Panchayaths or other related development agencies.

Women’s cell

The Krishi Vigyvan Kendra Palakkad has been in
the forefront of organizing various women

cnpowermert programmes in the ficeld of

agriculture and allied arcas. The KVK accords
prome importance inincluding women in the
mandatory act vities. During the year 2002-03, the
K"K conducted a total of 90 training programmes
witli a total of 5210 trainees of which 40 per cent
WCTE WOme )

Computer training programme for rural women

The KVK has started a computer training centre at
a ctal costor Rs. 3.7 Tukhs funded by the Palakkad
District Parchavath. The centre is equipped with
one P11 serverand five eeleron work stations along
withother accessories like printer. scanner and UPS
for impartiaz vocational training i computer for
educated. unemploved women of western blocks
o Palakkad cistrict.

Vocational training programme on fruit and
vegetable processing

Unemployment is the burning issue among the
educated women i our society. Considering the
role of women in development, there is an essential
need to be instrumental in opening avenues of self-
employment. Fruit and vegetable processing is a
field with lot of potental in this regard. Under the
auspices of the Pattambi Block Panchayath, voung
women aged 18-35 years were given one month
training on fruits and vegetable preservation in
1999-2000.

Training programme on handicrafts

As an carnest effort to bring back the neglected rural
crafts, a few sponsored training programmes on
various crafts were conducted. This also aimed to
provide employment to our rural youth. Since 1993.
training on various handicrafts using bamboo. reeds
and canes were organized. The latest training is on
value added products of coconut shell and banana
fibre for a period of three months. imparted to a
eroup of 25 SC women under the auspices of Block
Panchavath.

Kitchen garden at work places

The KVK has links with the ICDS. the wellare
programme for women and children below poverty
line. The programme cnvisages setting up of
nutritional cum medicinal gardens around these
mstitutions so that it will serve as demonstration
cum training activity. — As an initiating step. the
Kendra organized an ortentation programme for the
Anganawadi workers of Thrithala and Pattambi
Blocks.  Anganawadies having sufficient basic
facilities were selected and the demonstration units
were established. The programme is going on well
and will be extended to other area of the district.
Based on need assessment. training on nutrition
gardening, growth monitoring and child health,
processing of weaning foods ete. are also being
conducted.




Vocational training programme of the Kerala
State Women's Development Corporation

The Kendra actively collaborates with the agency's
project to impart vocational training to all women
in the Tirurangadi Block of Malappuram district.
The project envisages capacity building,
entrepreneurship, financial management etc. among
the women in the block. The training organizer
acts as a member of the Project Monitoring
Committee. The KVK organized several orientation
training programmes on gender analysis to the link
workers of the project.

Women in Agriculture Programme of the
Department of Agriculture

Palakkad district was identified for the central

scheme — “women in agr ¢ ture” in the [X Plan.
Thirty self-help groups viih 000 members were
formed by the State Depuatrment of Agr culture.
Krishi Vigyan Kendra Fa'akkad conducted an
induction training prograriie on agro-enlerprises
at various locations in tiw Kerala Agricultural
University. Training need assessment of the
members was conducted by the KVK and cetailed
training programmeson topi -s like poultry rearing,
nursery management, fuit and vegetable
preservation, mushroom cultivation etc. were
imparted to the members At the enc of the
programme a ‘Mahila Goshti v/as organized where
products produced by these units were exhibited.
The programme was rated a . highly succe-sful by
the Agricultural Department in inciting the vvomen
towards entrepreneurship in igriculture.



CHAPTER - 10

SWOT Analysis of KVK PALAKKAD

Jus as any other organization is evaluated, using
this managementtool, KVK Palakkad after 25 years
0 s existence is analysed for its strengths (S).
weaknesses W)L opportunities (O) and threats (T).

Analysis of strengths

RV'Ks are the transfer of technology projects of

[ AR dischergimg the mandate of disseminating
scientific information to the farmers and motivating
tiem to adopt the latest technologies. KVKs lay
cmphasis o skill based vocational training.

comprehensive in approach covering all facets of

prevailing farming system in the country.

The KVK Palakkad has attained a name for itself

v this distizt during the last 25 vears through its
surious attempts of transfer of technology i the
‘crm of trainings. workshops. seminars and
Jemonstrations. The flexibility of training content

and approaches to different socio-cultural settings
of the farmers have been appreciated by the farming
community at large which reflects its strength.

Analysis of weaknesses

Agriculture, in the general scenario has proved to
be a non-viable enterprise. in the context of
mereased wages, lack of aptitude and falling market
prices of cash crops. This has affected the morale
of the fraternity of KVKs. Model demonstration
plots in all agricultural and allied fields are lacking
at the KVK premises.

Analysis of opportunities
Opportunities before the KVKs are immense. The

productivity per unit of arca is low and there is a
growing problem of under - and un-employment




among the rural people. KVKs can more fervently
2o into studying the gaps and needs and identify
technologies. which would help solve these problems.

Analysis of threats

In the light of globalization, the avenues of self-
employment enterprises requires refined training in
arcas of quality control, packaging, marketing and
the like. This would require the staff of KVKs to

be well oriented with the latest technological
breakthroughs. Further. the lirkage between KVK
and research institution nce s to be strevcthened
particularly in view of privat sation of research.
extension and mput manage nent.

The KVK Palakkad will r sc up throug these
challenges to restore agricult ire to its coveted seat,

through its determination a1 tzam effort.
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CHAPTER - 11

IMPACT STUDIES

[n [983-80. ¢ guick oral critical point test wus
eve lved o assess the impact of training, since the
paper and pencil test was not giving correct
asseosment due to discussion effect.

I th s method

he traiees are alloted marked seats.
which they ar not w change during the entire
ra ring. Criveal mformation points of the content
of e ramin e are idenufied by the traimer in advance
and questions are formed on these points. which
arc ashed hetoe and after the trainmg. The trainer
ash the gue tions to the group and eives the liberty
e vone i the group o answer after raising the

"
[anuds

Fhe rainee then asks others if they agree or
di-caree and also the reason. The process 1s repeated
and thus the kowledge score of cach individual is

worked out

Fabow up s aveys are held frequently. Inthe follow
up survey on trainees of paddy cultivation.
perentage of farmers adopting improved varicties
for the firs crop was seen to be 05 percent in 4

el 1995 and 03 percent in the survey

held in 1996. After series of trainings in [PM 1o a
aroup of farmers bio pesticide application was
observed to increase from 23 percent to 63 percent..
Smokeless chulah was accepted by 75 per cent of
the farm women, having been convineed of its time
and fuel saving nature. Such evaluations are often
useful for assessing the impact of training.

Evaluation studies revealed that there was
significant difference between trained farmers and
untrained farmers in their extentof knowledge about
the improved paddy cultivaton practices. Trained
farmers had sienificantly higher knowledge scores
when compared with untraimed farmers.

Trainees had more favourable attitude towards high
vielding varictics. soil testing and fertilizer
application when compared to untrained farmers.

The knowledge and adoptionof farmers / farm women
who attended various tramings at the KVK Palakkad
during 1994-97 are presented i Table 18. based on
evaluation conducted on the respondents.




Table 18.  Knowledge and adoption level of trainings

SL
No.

Training

Percentag » of
population < o'ving

Knowledge i1 ¢rzase
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I Methods of scientific cultivation and intercropping in coconut garden
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Techniques of raising rooted pepper cuttings and scientific
method of cultivation
Economic use of water
Integrated farming

Identification of pest and diseases of paddy & their control measures

IPM in major vegetables
Propagation techniques and nursery management of fruit
and ornamental plants
Scientific methods of vegetable growing
Mushroom cultivation
Commercial floriculture
Cultivation of medicinal and aromatic plants
Training in back yard poultry and its management
Training in bee keeping
Ornamental fish culture
Dairy cattle management
Clean milk production
Fodder production
Sterility in cows
Rabbit rearing
Training in growing fuel wood and softwood trees in homestead
Agro-forestry and organic farming
Biodiversity conservation
Fruit and vegetable preservation
Food adulteration and its hazards
Encouraging use of locally available food products
Diarrhoea management
Training on handicrafts
Training on tailoring
Leadership training
Transfer of technology methods
Maintenance and repair of plant protection equipments
Fish processing and preservation
Preparation of low cost weaning food
Preparation of balanced meal
/accination of poultry
Husk burial in coconut garden
Rizhobium treatment in pulses
Foliar application of urea in sesamum
Layering. budding and grafting methods
Preparation of pesticides solutions and their applications
Different mulching practices
Preparation of tobacco decoction
Preparation of Bordeaux mixture
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CHAPTER - 12

MONITORING AND EVALUATION OF KVK ACTIVITIES

Local Management Committees (LMCs) were
responstble formonitoring and evaluation of KVKs

u'l

1998,

Thercafter, Scientific Advisory

Chmmittees (SACs) were formed to look after this
function.

Important recommendations of the Local
Minagemen: Committee

[959-90 Date 21.6.1989

L.

290

Joirt Director of Agriculture of Palakkad
district may be made available at LMC
mecting.

Tramings should be conducted in Alathur
Block also.

Film shows should be conducted for Village
Youth Club members.

1990-91
L

(S}

Date 5.0.1990

The area of operation of KVK Palakkad
should be extended to other parts of
Palakkad district like Mannarkad Taluk.

The need for post-training evaluation as well
as the need of incorporating need-based
training programmes like mushroom
cultivation was stressed.

On campus trainings on agriculture and
allied aspects to tribal people deputed by
KIRTADS were suggested.

[t was decided to select a mimi-watershed of
5-7 ha of land to demonstrate watershed
management.



)

Taking up demonstration of cultivation of
fodder species m (.3 ha utihizing inputs from
KLDMM board was decided upon.

1991-92 Dute 22.4.91

.

g

Suggestions were made to mclude of social
forestry in training programme.

The need for giving poultry to tribal youth
In training programmes was stressed.

Popularising hay box through publications
was suggested.

1992-93 Date 5.5.1992

1

[}

Stress should be given to include more
number of on-campus trainings utilizing
expertise of RARS Scientists

Progress report in Malavalam should be sent
to LMC members.

Draft proposal for on farm rescarch under
NWDPRA should be routed through
Director of Extension.

Admimistration of KVK should be

dutonomous nature.

1993-94 Dote 8.2.93

L.

Y

‘N

Contents of each training programme have
o documented i
publications

1

be the farm of

Activities of community canning centie have

1o be revived and the processed preducs

disposed through sales counter.
Instructional units m padd: way be started
during first crop season.

AL KVK Screntists have to be
with projects of RARS.

assoctated

Astate level seminar cum demonstration on
rice farm mechanization may be conducted.
i 6
=

,‘IO:
J

1994-1995 Date 28.1.1995

1)

4

0)

~

Yl

The number of poult v ~irds supphicd under
Lab to Land Progren me may be ircreased.

Necessary guidan:c should be civen to
multiply the inputs stoplied by KVE dnd to
widen the circle of brneficiaries especially
under National Derenstration Prosamime
and watershed progre 1 me.

The programme under Problem Oriented
Research should be s¢ cesigned to cover all
areuas of agriculture.

A purchase committee stould be consiituted
to purchase goats w der Client Oriented
Research Programme o - SC/ST.

It was suggested to o niduct more training
programmes in Agr cu ural Engincering.
Agro-forestry. Crop Manageme 1 and
Preservation of Fruits i d Vegetabies

Wide publicity should »e given for traming
programmes of KVK.

Traming programmes < 1 uld be so ¢ alked
out that the rural deve b p nent progre nnies
are effectively collabn wad with the EVK

activities.

Suggestions were made o ser up nore
number of training programmes i duck-

cum-tisheries demonsti wion progran, e,

For the benefictaries o
Progrumme.

Vilage Adcuon
the comn it ee suggested to

supply poultry birds ere KAU publications.

ested doubling the

production of vegetable sceds.

The commitiee suee

Recommendations were made to extend all
acuvities of the KVK ¢
Palakkad disriet

castern sic= of



More e phasis to be given on Agricultural
Engincering espectally in the introduction
and popularization of improved agricultural
implemients designed by KALL

Enhunced budget allocation may be

requesied.

Artific al msemination units should be
started 1t Abhayam and RARS.

Fodcer development programmes in the
stations should be strengthened.

Recommerdations of QRT

The Eighth (uinquennial Review Team of 1CAR
recommendec the following technical guidelines for
the effective implementation of KVK's. The
technical recemmendations for the Zone VIITH(KVK
Faiakkad cores under this zone) is presented.

12

‘o

It 15 suggested that the well thought out
training programme and curriculum for long/
mediim duration may be structured to use
the hostel facilities in KVKs.

The KVKs which are conducting frontline
demonstrations on oilseeds and pulses should
expand their areas and also select new farmers
every year with innovations and new varietics
of the demonstrating crops so as o popularize
the same in larger areas and help more farmers.

[t suggested that KVK should organize
more off=campus rdining programmes so as
to cover more arca and numbers of farmers
at 1 time to accrue the benefits of the
programmes conducted by the KVKs.

More ficld days, exhibitions. Kisan melas.
“urmers interaction meetings and other
syension activities should be organized by

cach KVK so as to reach more number of

farmers.

N

0.

[n the arca of On Farm Testing (OFT). more
cfforts and emphasis are 1o be put in to see
that the problems expressed by larger
sections of the farmers are identified for
OFT,

KVKs must demonstrate the latest
technologies in farmers” situations with the
active involvement of farmers and extension
personnel in all stages of demonstration and
training and thus facilitating the participation
of all concerned 1o promote the technologies
for its adoption.

There 15 a need to enhance the KVKs
coverage by collaborating with other
agencies and line departments working for
the rural communities.

KVKs need to pay attention to the sponsored
Programmes.

Each KVK should regularly send their
trainers to update their knowledge and skills
s0 as to make them competent in conducting
their training programmes more c¢ffectively
and purposefully in their respective
disciplines. It 1s also suggested that they
should also visit the best performing KVKs
particularly those recognized by the Council
as the best KVKs to gain benefit of their
activities.

NGO KVKs need to be provided technicul
back up by SAU and ICAR and serve better
for the cause of farming community in the
their arca.

The Trainer” Training Centres need to revise
their programmes to suit to the needs of the
KVK trainers so that the participation of
KVK trainers in TTC programmes is
encouraged. Critical analysis of the training
needs. particularly of the home scientists of
KVKs will help the TTC Avinashilingam in



14.

attracting greater participation in their
training programmes.

Identification of the target groups other than
the KVKs. analysis of their training needs
and development of suitable training
modules will help in improving participation
of other than KVK trainers in TTC
programmes.

KVKs should show greater accountability
of their activities through follow up actions
and monitoring the impact on the
imdividuals, families and communities.
Farmer to farmer spread of technologies
need to be encouraged and facilitated
through supportive activities.

KVKs must conduct agro-eco-system
analysis for each for the villages where

demonstrations arc aken up. T-c bri
profile of each of ho villages ray t

maintained as the ben *h mark and cc mpared

for determining its in p.ct.

I5. Impact analysis 1ecds to be doi
periodically (2-* years) by
independent agenc ' Possibly, Zon
Coordinating Units mayv get it done. [t

especially needed for those KVKs where
performance is poor a1d they need <pecial

attention and support.

16. Each KVK has done gec 1 work insome ureas,

but the documentation. publication ai
preparation of video i ms of the activiti

especially of success st ies are poor in many

KVKs. Each KVK thould publish i

newsletter periodical y. riving details of

activities and training programmes ete.

Important recommendations of Scientific Advisory Committee
I** SAC (28/9/98)

ef
e
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SL. No.| Suggestions Action Taken
| Attempts may be made to take up more The number of on campus t-¢ ining are
no. of on-campus trainings designed with more numbe  of days (4-9)
duration. More number of ot -7irm trainin ;¢
included in the Acton Plan 1§):-99
2 Impact of trainings may be properly
compiled and documented Action initiated
3 Publication may be brought out on KVK
achievements Action initiated
4 On-farm trial programme may be On-farm trial programmes arz 0 tiated on a
conducted on priority priority basis {
5 Reappropriation of funds under
contingencies may be done with approval
from Zonal Coordinator Noted for future guidance




2111 u‘,\ (‘

(26.11.99)

S No. | Suggestions Action Taken ]
Reportof activities may be prepared in malayalam Done ‘!
1 Computer training programmes may be strengthened Being strengthened -
E The KVK need of vehicle urgently Action taken
L,L Corpus amount of KAU revolving fund may be refunded | Action initiated
5 FLD/OFT programmes without may be organized

durlication of IVLP.

Noted for future guidance.

34 SAC (24/2/01)

[ : ; :
. No. | Suzgestions Action Taken
| seaedule of trainings may be informed The detailed activities of this KVK were
1o all the Grama Panchayaths in the district | informed (o all the 94 Panchavaths in the
district through KVK booklet with a request
to sponsor potential trainces for the KVK
trainings.
2 Area General Managar, NABARD. KAU acceepted the proposal and the AGM.
Palakkad may be included as a member NABARD. Palakkad has been included.
| of the SAC
3 [Te Corpus amount of [CAR Revolving The corpus amount of Revolving Fund
Fund of the Kendra may be refunded received from the ICAR (Rs.1 Lakh) was
refunded fully durig the month of July 2001
- Activities of KVK may be documented
using latest technologies Being done
Muke follow up of KVK activities and Two feed back programmes were oreanized at
‘ - conductimpact assessment of the programme [the KVK involving the participants of the
previous trainings, feed back data collected and
are being analysed
0 Organize a symposium on Youth in Organized the symposium on 13.3.2001 .
Agriculture for assessing the needs of President, Distriet Panchayath, Palakkad
the youth in the district maugurated the programme.
! KVK will chalk out innovative extension [nnovative extension strategies like “Catch the
strategy to reach the unreached population | Young™, “Crop Gardens at Work Places” ete.
were chalked out and are being implemented.
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4 SAC (28/11/01)

of indigenous knowledge systems and
utilization of folk media for transfer of
technology may be initiated.

SL No. | Suggestions/recommendations Action taken

| The Block and District level Panchayath Informed the block level astitutions. but the
Raj Institutions will be informed regularly | response was very poor.
on the training schedules by the Kendra

7 Identification of potential trainees. Action initiated through ¢ 'ducting block [2vel

- especially youths, for the vocational one day programme. This could not be
training programmes will be done with completed owing to the ern »lc vees” strike This
the co-operation of the three-tier will be taken up before the rext reporting
Panchayati Raj Institutions. period.

3 Linkages with the line department should Linkages with FTC, ICDS Agriculture and
be strengthened and efforts should be Forest Departments strer 2 hened. Many
made to conduct TNA for the field level training programmes were conducted during
extension workers of line departments on the period
major agricultural policy concepts.

+ Suitable changes and/or modifications will | A meeting for this purpos¢ could not be
be proposed for specialized training for the | convened despite our best fforts
members of the Self Help Groups among
women in the district at the Computer
Centre of the Kendra, financed by District
Panchayath. Palakkad

3 At block and district level orientation Not yet materialized despit: our best effc - s.
training on watershed management may
be organized for the people’s
representatives with the co-operation of
District Panchayath.

¢ Efforts for the collection and documentation | Action initiated




S SAC (22/7H02)

SLNoo L Suggestions/recommendations Action taken
] The report of activities presented 1 the Prepared
SAC meeting should also be prepared
in Valayalam for a better transparency
arong the members.
- | Anawareness programme may be Despite repeated attempts this could not be
orgenized for the members of the three-tier | organized.
P mchayath Raj System, about the role of
) ] 3)
I KV<in the development of the area, in
collaboration with the District Panchayath.
. - . i - B - ~
j Furish proposals for  strengthening of Submitted a proposal under Xth Plan for the
the computer training programme for the District Panchayath.
el women being undertaken at the KVK
L under the District Panchayath.
4 The house felt the urgent need of a suitable | A new vehicle purchased
vehicle for the Kendra.
> The advance amount from the KAU Refunded
may be refunded
¢ The IVLP Coordinator may be enrolled as | Done
a member of the SAC
7 Trensmit discipline wise list of the stalf Done
members to the All India Radio so as to
| nvolve them in various AIR programmes.
8 The number of KVK staff meeting convened| Done. Mectings are held on the first working

SJould also be reported in the SAC

day of every month.




6" SAC (6-6-03)

SI.No.| Salient Recommendations Action taken

| Focusing activities in sclected areas Activities are pleaned on area basis
during the current rcar

2 Programmes on water harvesting may be taken up| July- August montas were observed as
water months anc intensive training
programmes on w.iter harvesting were
organized during tle period. The <VK
Newsletter for the priod highlighied the
significance of the onic.

3 Establishment of watershed model at KVK Action initiated

4 Publication of 25 years of activities of KVK Action initiated. Jraft preparcc for
editing

5 Silver Jubilee celebration of KVK Action initiated. Included in the aenda
of 7" SAC meeting

0 | Associating with VVV clubs of NABARD Action initiated. Diis cussions held

Plate 35, The recent SAC meeting in progress




CHAPTER - 13

REFLECTIONS

Vo attempt 1s made o portray some of the cuses

woch reflect the impact of the KVK trainings on

Va-hased Small Scale Industries are the only
drrwer for Cie unemployment problem in the
rural arear

Stic PAL hunhimohammed (37), Padinjacakath
Biowse, Poovakkodu, Maruthur (PO). Pattambi,

Shri. Kunhimohammed tound it difficult o make
both ends meet. with the meagre camings from wage
Lthour und the teacher™s salary from the Madrassa,
ewas i 1998 he heard of the one month training
programme at KVK. Pattambion “Processing fruits
and vegetables™ Kunhimohanmmed spoke to Dr
St Divakar, Home Scientist at KVK on the

croltition of his enterprise

Q: How was the heginning?
During the tme o raming an the KVK siself. niyselt
and ms brother practised the nems at hone and soon

atter the completon ol the raining we started

producing jum and halwa with an iital capital of
RS 3000, This venture howeser fated. Butwe didn't
lose heart, We brougeht the mungoes from the
neighbouring tree for Ra.50 and pickicd them. the
Customers were mainly the students from the
Government School. This atempt procured an amount

Of Rs.500. from then on there was no turning back




QQ: What are your present assets”

We have been able to purchase a plot of 50 cents.
but the unit is still functioning in a rented building.
opposite to the KVK. Three assistants are engaged
in the unit @ Rs.800 per month. Besides two
marketing assistants are also engaged on 25%
commission basis. There is a ginger slicer
(developed by myself), mixi. electronic weighing
balance. sealing machine along with a 2-wheeler.

Q: How often do you visit KVK?
About once in two months to share my experiments

and clarity doubts.

Case 2

Smt. Sreedevi, K (49),
Subhalakshmi Food Products. Nellaya

“Subhasree Food Products™, a known name i and
around Nellaya Panchayath offers an interesting
case of our enterprises.  Proprictor of “Subhasree
food products™, Smt. Sreedevi Amma admits that
she has earned herself a name in Nellaya Panchayath
due to the “Almighty’s support and the constant
support from KVK™

Case 3

Shri. Gopalakrishnan is a mason by occupation. But
he has taken up mushroom cultivation as an
additional mcome generating activity.  When he
contacted KVK for the first time. he had already
started cultivation.  But he received a scientific

Shri. P.Gopalakrichnan (45),
Puthenkulangarathodi, Vilavoor (PO) - 674 309
(Ph: 04926-16.3964)

orientation only after his trai iing at KVK

He has been interacting thercal er. with his coubts
and also experiments in muskrcom cultivation. He
has been successful in produciic n of mushrooms in
longer columns, and also subsiititing the sul« trates
with other agricultural waste: .

Case 4

Smt. P.K. Sundari (35), I 'n ber, Pattambi
Samyuktha Readymade Pattikajathi Vanitha
Industrial Cooperative Socie v. RARS Canipus,
Pattambi
Smt. Sundari was one among st the trainee: who
recovered the sponsored tra nmy in tailorir 2 and
embroidery at KVK Palakka | 7or a period of 6

months during the year. 1994,
Standing at a juncture of pover y. spinster-shir and
lack of moral support froin home, shc was




comvineed by the efforts of KVK to participate in
the initiation of the cooperative society. The
orzanization was christened as Pattambi Samyuktha
Readymade Pattikajathi Vanitha Industrial
Cooperative Society Ltd. and started functioning
from 30.0.19¢5,

The membe s of the society constituted of

uncmployed SC/ST women.  The society started
with job work in tailoring and switched to
production of readymades clothes utilizing the funds
created in the above process.

Duz o intense competitions and lack of scope for
e panding the working capital of the organization.
it was decided to diversify the activities of the
Soviety. The training centre for tiloring and
emoroidery s now functioning, wherein about 20)
students arc on rolls.

Smt. 1% Shoba (271, Member, Pattambi
Samyukiha ready made Pattikajathi Vanitha
Industrial Cooperative Society, RARS Campus,
Pattambi

Smit. Shooa is vet another member of the
Cooperative Society. She elaims o have been
steeessful or standing on her own feet. she says
thetshe has hecome an asset to her family. by being
anc to provide for her parents and siblings.  She
owes all the credit to KVK's initiative in training
her and also ininvolving her in the Cooperative
Sociely.

Cuse 6

Sri. Sankaranarayanan, MLK (61)
Madathilkunnath house, Mudavannur,
Mezhathoor (PO), Ph : (0466 - 2272982

Sri. Sunkaranarayanan, a leading farmer of Pattambi
admits that KVK Palakkad essentially is the foree
behind his endeavours in agriculture. Many of the
new varieties of paddy have becn successfully
demonstrated in his fields. He has also gone into
organic farming with technical support from the
Kendra. He has been a member of the Local
Management Committee of the KVK. He has
confidence that the Kendra will continue to be a
source of support for the farming community

Case 7

Sri. Lukhman (33), Edappalam, Vilayoor
Ph : 944738 3341

Sti. Lukhman. an engineering diploma holder opted
to become a full-fledged farmer afier giving a trial
onreal estate and car business. He settled on banana
culuvation and expanded his arca of cultivation from




2 acres to 45 acres. The KVK has been at his aide
through technical support and trainings. He has
been a beneficiary of the FLD programme. Now
he has earned himself a reputation among farmers
as a successful banana farmer.

Case 8

Mrs. & Mr. Balachandran, Ullattil Garden,
Kavalappara , Ph : 0466 - 2222287

Ullattil Gardens is one among the best nurseries in
Shoranur.  Sri. Balachandran acknowledges that
KVK Palakkad was instrumental in his initiation of
a nursery. Till then they were getting engaged in
the manufacture of scissors and knives in small scale
industry. When labour problems caused havoc, they
established the nursery with the technical support
of KVK Palakkad. Their plant collection includes
quite a few from the KVK. Both husband and wife
are beneficiaries of many trainings and FLD
programmes.

Case 9

Sri. U.P. Raveendranath (45), Secretary, TRACES,
Anakkara Phone : (466-2254898

As the Secretary of the Pearnbalam-Mclidium
padasekhara ~ Samithy (Anakkara) — Sri.
Raveendranath has been in contact with <rishi
Vigyan Kendra. from 1990 ¢nwards. He recalled
the services rendered by Kiisht Vigyan Kendra,
Pattambi in taking latest firning technologies to
the farmers of the area. Later on, the Xendra
rendered its services in o ganising TKACES
(Tracking Agricultural Prospccts and Effective and
Scientific Coordination amithi), a “armer
organization comprising the ‘armers of the ibove
area. Technologies like rice furm mechanization,
oreanic farming, value additio 1, introduction cf new
varieties etc. were some of tie arcas wher: KVK
helped the samithy.

Case 10.

Smt. Suhara Pootheri (38), V. llaparambu Hcuse,
Panamenna - 679 501 Phone : 0466-2242:04

“Krishi Vigyan Kendra helpe | me to lay founda-
tions of entrepreneurship anc v icen the knov ledge
base and in stimulating intercs 1 starting an 2nter-
prise. [was exposed to varied ontions availitle in
rural arca for income generatic n like food process-
ing. nursery management, scaoriaking, goal reary
ete. through vocational training programs. She had
also been a beneficiary o the KVK's OFT
programme on weaning funds “urther, by viving
me opportunity to serve as naster trainer o the
KVK, I could take the mess.ge of rural entrepre-
neurship to many women fcl . of my own back-
ground. My experience with {VK has been very
motivating and rewarding”.




v 1]

sint. C, Sethyabhama (41), Agricultural Officer,
Anakkara. Palakkad Phone : 0466 - 2254160

“KA K. Pattumbi helped the farmers of Anakkara
to achieve the objective of Organic farming, self
erzployment for youth and mechanization in rice
farniing. They brought many successful farmer
orgunisations o Anakkara. which motivated the
farners to orgenize themselves to bring revolution
in the mindszt of the farmers. The farmer
orcanisation TRACES is today a living example of
the services of this KVK in my area”.

Case 12,

smt. N.P. Padmini Amma (71), Aashirwad,
Kuzhianamkunnu, Vadanamkurussi
Phone : 0466-2233018

“Koishi Vigyan Kendra through their continued sup-
porl and motivation made me a real farmer adopt-
g Litest techinologies in agriculture especially rice
culiivation Twas given the opportunity to serve as
the testing ground for all the latest varieties in rice

released by the Agricultural University. Today 1
am in a position to sell off all my paddy crop as
sced material due to the technical help and supervi-
ston rendered by the KVK. T am sure that this
Kendra will continue to be a boon for the furmers
like me in future also.”

Sri. T.A. Viswanathan, Secretary, Paruthikavu
Padasckhara Samithi, Thathamangalam P.O.,
Chittoor Phone : 04923-227381. 94475 3396Y

"l owe the success of mysclf and my organisation
to the KVK. In fact. the KVK. Palukkad and par-
ticularly Rajendran Sir were behind all the success-
ful efforts of the Sumithi. Right from community
nursery o the recent “SRI™ technology, KVK has
auided us properly to reap good dividends.  Our
farmers will ever remember with gratitude the help-
g hand of KVK, Palakkad.”

| S
Plate 36. Sri. T.A. Viswanathan receiving Bio-
control critical input from Dr. P. Das. DDG (Extn.)

ICAR.




1o Conclude ...

Twenty five years have elapsed into history. The Kendra has had many achieverments to clain in the
agricultural scenario of Palakkad district, but challenges lie ahead, more is to be dne with team effort,
people’s participation and above all with ultimate goal of integrated agricultur:] development. It is
really a matter of pride to present a glimpse of the activities of KVK Palakkad for the past 25 vears.
However, we have tried to cover the activities as much as possible, but very briefly. Our humble =fforts
will continue to widen our areas of activities in the whole of Palakkad district.

In this respect, we also put the job before the readers to point out some activitie: which we expact to
take up in the coming years



