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o M e s s a g e

Dr. R. Chandra Babu
Vice-Chancellor

I am glad to know that the Students' Union of College of Horticulture is 
publishing its annual College magazine ‘Jus soli'. The annual magazine is a 
testimony of the by-gone year and an arena for students to articulate their 
thoughts, ethos and imageries. At a time when dissent and dissonance face the 
axe. literature should rediscover itself to come up with renewed fervor and 
focus.

The endeavor taken by the students to showcase their artistic and literary talents 
amidst their professional studies is indeed praiseworthy. 1 appreciate the entire 
team behind this aesthetically pleasing literary and artistic venture.

With best wishes,

/
fi

Dr. R. Chandra Babu



o W e s s a a e

Dr. C. George Thomas
Associate Dean

A college magazine is born with the collective efforts of students, teachers, and 
other staff members. Apart from showcasing the literary and artistic talents of 
youngsters, undoubtedly, it acts as a proud memento of campus life showcasing 
their hopes and accomplishments.

I have noted the earnest zeal and enthusiasm of the Students’ Union (20 6-17) in 
channelizing the youth into various student centric activities in the coilege. 
In College of Horticulture, the Students’ Union play a proactive role in curricular, 
co-curricular. and extra-curricular activities.The students of our college have 
brought many laurels by winning in both academic and non-academic fields, 
and 1 congratulate all of them.

I am happy that the College magazine is now ready overcoming many hurdles. 
I appreciate the efforts put in by the editorial team comprising of the staff editor. 
Dr. Jose Joseph, student editor, Mr. M. C. Vivek and the members of the magazine 
committee.

I congratulate the team work behind this literary endeavor and wish all the budding 
professionals a bright future.

Dr. C. George Thomas
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Dr. Jose Joseph
Staff Editor

“Life is simply a collection of memories, but memories are like star ight. 
They live on forever." When we walk down the memory lane, the fun, 
timeless stories, loads of memories, numerous emotions, hang OLt places 
and everlasting friendships associated with the campus life will maxe us 
smile any time. Campus life is the best period of one's life.

The College Magazine 'Jus soli' is a perfect amalgamation and beautiful 
chronicle of the framed scenes of bewitching memories, ethos, inspired 
imaginations, aspirations and frustrations of the young minds of College 
of Elorticulture. An attempt has been made in the magazine to unearth the 
talents concealed within the student community and uncover their unique 
voices. It is a true mirror of the creativity and innovations o f the budding 
agri professionals of the College.

A great deal of effort has been gone into the designing, editing and making 
o f this excellent visual fest. 1 do appreciate and applaud the hard work 
and dedication of student editor Shri. M.C. Vivek and members of his 
editorial team in bringing out this edition of the College Magazine of 
College o f Horticulture.

Dr. Jose Joseph
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The silent woods lost its serene charm  as I walked 
through the winding path. The crackling o f twigs 
under my foot sounded  like gunsho ts, echo ing  

■ throughout the woods. It was an unusual feeling for 
' me. This silence and purity was som ething I had 
j never experienced before. How could  life be so 
I peaceful and quiet? The tow ering  trees casting  

shadow's on the ground and the streams of sunlight 
> filtering through the canopy, all these were sights I 
; had never seen before. The air itself was different.
, Each breath was like letting in a cool breeze inside 
: my body, m aking  me feel refreshed . I w alked  
i through the path softened by grassy matt w ondering 

in awe at the beauty o f the place. The stream with 
crystal clear water was sparkling as if it was m ade 
o f thousands o f diam onds. A single sip o f  the water 
made me realize the sanctity o f water.

I continued my walk through the w oods, enjoying 
> the cool breeze brushing my face. I stopped on my 
B  tracks and closed my eyes, to enjoy the wonderful 

 ̂ f e e l in g  o f  t ra n q u i l i ty  and  p e a c e fu ln e s s  th a t 
surrounded me. Then I heard sounds com ing from 
my path and as I moved forward, it becam e louder. 
I wondered what it was. M y curiousness overcam e 

I my fears and 1 decided to see the source o f this noise.
I As 1 m oved towards the sound. I reached a small 

clearing. I hid behind the bushes and peeped through 
t it. There was a lake and on its bank was a group of 

people chatting  and m oving things around. As I 
looked on, I saw some people putting up small tents 
and while doing so they even cleared some grasses 
and bushes out o f their way. Some even started a 
bonfire. The whole am bience o f  the place was lost 
and I felt furious. W hy do these people do such 
things? W hy can 't they leave the nature alone?

Roshna George 
Aagneya ' 13

that life again. The m ere thought o f my earlier life 
m ade me shiver. As 1 continued to w atch this group 
o f people, I saw a small boy playing with a ball. His 
ball suddenly rolled over tow ards the bushes where 
I was hiding. I panicked and tried to move away 
from  my hiding place. I was scared that the boy 
would see me. But the fear m ade me rooted to  the 
spot w'here I was. m aking it difficult for me to move. 
Suddenly the boy cam e towards the bushes and took 
the ball. His black eyes met the orangish brown eyes 
o f mine. His eyes widened with awe first and then 
it reflected fear. The scream  o f the child filled the 
woods. 1 ran away from  him as fast as I could but 1 
could still hear his voice saying “ Lion!!!! There is 
a lio n  b e h in d  the  b u s h e s ! ! ! !  D a d .. . . l  saw
it....L io n ....A  real b ig L io n  !!!!!!". As 1 was
running way, with fear and desperation, all I could 
rem em ber was the fearful eyes o f the child.

I wondered why people were afraid o f me. I was 
alw ays kept in cages m ade o f double thick bars in 
the zoo. People never cam e near me. They were 
alw ays seeing me from  far with scared faces and 
children were alw ays afraid o f me. M y life began in 
the zoo as far as I could rem ember. But this new 
freedom  was amazing. 1 wondered how people could 
do this to us. How would they fee) if  they were put 
in cages being gawked at?

My new found freedom  was som ething I had never 
experienced. As I ran through the woods, my mind 
w as f ille d  w ith  the  sc a re d  face  o f  the  c h ild , 
rem inding me that I was som ething frightening. But 
as I looked back, the sun was setting and darkness 
was spreading fast casting eerie shadows all around. 
I felt light hearted and satisfied and let out a huge 
roar, that reverberated  through the silent night. I 
walked deep into the woods, into my Kingdom , the 
place where I truly belong.

Seeing them brought back unpleasant m em ories. 
My whole life flashed through my mind. I saw how 
people ogled at me and com m ented on me. How I 
used to get dirty and stale food and unclean water 
to drink. My life before com ing here was different. 
It was terrible and 1 will never want to go back to
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as o©1©8ce©o©6sr3c/8.
■®£/8^2S2 O jejl6)^ )SJ(5T3) dJJOG(!JT!5)<fi6)lO6013lG(iJO 

■ajfrri'Rej6)(5itri (5Tafua3 jao&jjiaufiei&oen?

C P  w^aniwuvwiun. e ilo n g  njj(rol©CQ>o©2 lo Jg c w F  flrl(3i06)iift>CQ)O6rr
6rr)j(DTD) rro26U63r3u& . ... a o iG m o atje js  oJsejesnM ... ©ram an1(8<e©2nm̂ t©kc

03(00 cft>OJ(3T© nJO(_(© aJJfin^ loe j ••■■ 61(00603002'f'lCQ jIftej
0,(/3. (0>ffllrUOL(5)C5TOl©3 <iJJ0(3T5) Q J© C ^ J (B13eJOl(06)©aJleJ2dft̂ 3.
s<06)odjnaJlej2«fi>(/3. aJlo^caaS , m en  m o lcM © © ) n jje ra le ie jo o o n  (©s
ooq^ oJIg& joqJ^  a J2# n rfl g y , s*1mrril§j. i lp c m  idffl^GrJOKmi. a t

enwrolong ajoroaflej roloM rn2co^2^J<̂ 16?™  toong 
J)l(0)S63130000Q)lg20 O S J ^ g ^ y j j .  /

K )S  (O*l0©8. 303(3(10 “ 6)nJ06p jj, (Ol©Og aJ26T6il6>ej aJJty^jJlOGKTDCDJOerT)
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M itr a  h a d  a lw a y s  h a le d  a r r a n g e d  
m arria g e . S he w as  that ty p e  o f  p erso n  w ho  
lo v e d  r o m a n t i c  f i lm s  a n d  w h e n  
‘L a la  la n d ' c o u ld n 't  w in  an O sca r, .she w as 
the first o n e  to  ran t h e r fury on  F aceb o o k . 
S o m e t im e s  sh e  c r i e d  h e r s e l f  to  s le e p  
th in k in g  a b o u t the p lo t w h e re  the lo v e r m et 
w ith  dea th  o r  w h en  they  c o u ld n 't  m arrv  due  
to  tie rc e  fam ily  o p p o s itio n . B u t now , th ings 
had  tak en  a tu rn  an d  h e r fa th e r had  fixed  
h e r m a rria g e . N ot tha t she  w as in  a se r io u s  
re la tio n sh ip . B ut she  lo a th ed  the id ea  o f  
s t a r t i n g  a l i f e  w i th  a  s t r a n g e r .  "A  
S T R A N G E R ", she  g rim aced  at the though t.

It w a s  ju s t  o n e  w e e k  b e f o r e  th e  
m a r r ia g e .  A s  it h a p p e n s  in  a n y  In d ia n  
m id d le  c la s s  fam ily , the c e le b ra tio n s  had 
a lread y  b e g u n . M itra 's  h o u se  w as a lready  
a b u zz  w ith  p h o n e  ca lls , v is its , re la tiv e s  and  
fr ien d s . O fte n , she  fo u n d  h e rs e lf  fo rc in g  a 
sm ile  to each  an d  e v e ry o n e  p ass in g  by.

" M i t r a .  a r e n ' t  y o u  g o in g  to  to w n  
to d a y ? "  h e r  fa th e r rem in d ed  her.

"I n early  fo rg o t D a d " . M itra  re p lie d  
w ith  a sm u g  face, s lig h tly  em b a rra sse d  at 
h e r  fo rg e tfu ln e ss .

S h e  k i s s e d  h e r  d a d  g o o d b y e ,  a n d  
p h o n e d  h e r best fr ien d  and  co u s in  A th ira  
to  be in to w n  by 5 .0 0 p m .

A s she  d ro v e  her c a r  scu ttlin g  th ro u g h  
the  tra ffic , she  th o u g h t ab o u t h e r  " fu tu re  
h u sb a n d " . O n e  M r.A rd rav . A p o lic e  o fficer. 
T h e  very  lust day. he c a m e  w ith  his fam ily  
to  v is it th em . F o r ten m in u tes  they spoke  
a lo n e . O f c o u rse , he  wras a g o o d  lo o k in g  
w:e ll c lad  g e n tle m a n , bu t M itra  felt that he 
w as  to o  o ld  fa s h io n e d  fo r h e r  ta s te . H e 
c a m e  in an e x e c u tiv e  o u tf it as if  it w as an 
in te rro g a tio n  room  an d  sp o k e  on ly  w hen  
req u ired . H e had  a se r io u s  to n e  and  an air 
o f  a m an  w h o  m e a n t b u s in e ss . W h at cou ld  
o n e  e x p e c t  m o re  fro m  a p e rs o n  w h o se  
c lien ts  w e re  g an g s te rs  a n d  sco u n d re ls '.’

"O h  G o d l! how co u ld  I live w ith  this 
m an  A rd ra v " . M itra  th o u g h t to  herse lf.

A  w o m a n  p a ss in g  in fro n t o f  h e r  c a r  
jo l te d  M itra  ou t o f  h e r  th o u g h t. She pu lled



h er b rak e  su d d en ly  and  the ty res  m ad e  a  sc reech in g  noise. 
She h u d d led  low  in to  the d riv in g  seat to  av o id  d e sp is in g  
gazes. T h e  ch o k in g  tra ffic  w as  all m essed  up. A nd fin a lly  
as she  m an ag ed  h e r c a r  in a p a rk in g  lot. she  w as a lread y  
late.

"W h ere  the hell h ave  y o u  w ere  b een ?” h e r  cousin  A th ira  
c am e  ru sh in g  . "I h ave  been  w a ilin g  lo r  you  here  fo r the 
past h a lf  an hour. "

“ You are a fra id  to  be alone'.'" . M itra  teased  h e r  and  gave  
a  sm all p u n ch  on  h e r  sh o u ld e r cu e in g  h e r th a t she  d id n 't  
m ean  it

A s it a lw ay s  h ap p en ed  in any  w ed d in g  sh o p p in g  . tim e  
w as p ass in g  sw if tly  an d  bo th  M itra  and  A th ira  c o u ld n ’t 
s e t t l e  o n  a n y th in g  to  b u y . W h e n e v e r  s h e  s e l e c t e d  
so m e th in g , she  w ou ld  re m e m b e r her m o th e r o r  fa th e r  and  
ch an g e  her m ind . A fte r a  r ig o ro u s  hour o f  sh o p p in g  and  
still no t im p re sse d  by th e  se le c tio n , she  d e c id e d  to  try  
a n o th e r  shop .

"Y ou stay  h ere  and  get m e one  w hen  1 re tu rn "  M itra  
sa id  to  A th ira . A th ira  n o d d ed  lazily., o b v io u s ly  no t lik ing  
h e r  c o u s in 's  bossy  a ttitu d e .

" D o n 't  be too  late D id i, its a lread y  la te" A th ira  sh o u ted  
at the top  o f  her vo ice . M itra  w as a lread y  on th e  d o o rs tep . 
S he  c len c h ed  h e r  tw o  fists  and  p u n ch ed  p lay fu lly  in to  the 
a ir as if  to  p rove  to her co u sin  tha t she  w as a fra id  o f  no 
one.

It w as a lre ad y  d a rk  in the d o w n to w n  an d  there  w ere  
o n ly  few  shops in the alley. T h e  res t w ere  c lo sed . M itra  
m o v ed  fo rw ard  to w ard s  th e  en d  o f  alley, th e re  se e m e d  to 
be w ell lit shop  there . A n  old  w o m an  w as cu ttin g  v eg e tab les  
nearb y  and  she  sta red  at her. M itra  reach ed  at th e  a lley  end  
o n ly  to  rea lise  tha t it w as just a  lig h ten ed  bill board .

T hen  su d d en ly , o u t o f  n o w h ere , tw o  m en stran g led  her 
to the g ro u n d . M itra  c ried  fo r he lp  bu t h e r shou ts  fell on 
d e a f  ea rs . T h e  alley  w as d ese rted . T h e  m an iac s  sm e lled  o f  
d ir t and  d ru g s . W ith  all h e r s tren g th  she  tried  to  I'ighl them . 
A s she  w rig g le d  in the g ro u n d  to  e scap e  th e ir  g rip , she 
to u ch ed  so m e th in g  p o in ted . A m irro r  shard , in s tin c tiv e ly  
she s la sh ed  it on the face  o f  her m o leste r. It s tru ck  h is ey e  
an d  he b ack ed  aw ay in agony . T he  seco n d  o n e  w en t crazy  
on  se e in g  th is  an d  he  to re  her d re ss  ap a rt. H e w as too  
pow erfu l fo r M itra  an d  she  rea lised  she  w as b e in g  v io la ted . 
S u d d en ly  as if  G o d  h ea rd  h e r p ray e rs , the o ld  w o m an  w ho  
w as cu ttin g  v eg e ta b le s  nearby , s tru ck  the m o le s to r d o w n , 
a sh a rp  k n ife  in h e r  han d . T h e  h o p -h e a d s  had  tied  and  
th an k s  to  the o ld  w o m an , M itra  w as  saved . M itra  w as  too  
tired  and  e x h a u s te d  to  the p o in t that the  o ld  w o m an  had  to 
ca rry  her in to  her hom e. S he then  g ave  h e r  c lo th es to  ch an g e  
and  as soon  as she w as in bed , her m ind  s lip p ed  to  o b liv io n .

W h en  sh e  w o k e  up. sh e  w as in  h o sp ita l. E x c e p t fo r 
som e nurses, she w as  a lo n e  in th e  w ard . A nd  w ith  no  sort 
o f  an y  h in t, she  b ro k e  ou t c ry in g . O n e  o f  th e  n u rses , fee lin g  
sy m p a th y , tr ie d  to  c o m fo rt her. B u t it w as no  use. S he  w as

■ a ; pTf. , i jr  - .

not ou t o f  th e  tra u m a  and  p ills  had d o n e  n o th in g  to  e a se  it.
It w as th en  A rdrav , w ith  w hom  h e r m arria g e  w as fixed , 

cam e  to  see  her. T h e  th o u g h t o f  her m arria g e  m ade  he - 
nu m b . B ecau se  she knew  that A rd rav  w-’ou ld  leave  h e r  fo  - 
h is  ow n  g ood . T h e re  w as no  q u es tio n  o f  m a rry in g  a g irl 
w h o  had d isg raced  the fam ily . To can ce l a w ed d in g  afte  
m ak in g  all the a rra n g e m e n ts  w as su ic ida l b o th  f n a n c ia lb  
a n d  em o tio n a lly . H er fam ily  w o u ld n 't  s tan d  it. S he  w o u ld  
be  m ade a  lau g h in g  stock  in the n e ig h b o u rh o o d  u n J  w h o  
k n o w s, w h o  w o u ld  w an t h e r as a  sp o u se  a lte r  th is?A  g irl'-, 
life is like a fo rtress . M ak e  o n e  m is-s tep , it’s a  h o u se  o f  
c a rd s . H er eyes w ere  rot w ith  tea rs  an d  fo r the first tim e  in 
life she  w as ready  to do  an y th in g  to  m arry  A rdrav . T h e  
m an  w h o m  she  ca lled  a ‘s t ra n g e r ’ !!

H er fam ily  w as n o w h e re  to  be seen . S h e  rea lise d  u w hy. 
A rd rav  had  co m e  to th e  ho sp ita l to  b id  g o o d  bye to  her. So 
it 's  all d o n e . T h is  w o u ld  be th e ir  last ren d ezv o u s . W h en  
A rd ra v  sat b e s id e  th e  b ed , sh e  so b b e d  a g a in  S h e  w as  
d is tra u g h t w ith  g rie f. B u t q u ite  u n e x p e c te d ly , as if in a 
d ream . A rd rav  to o k  M itra 's  h an d  in h is  and  g av e  it a  k iss. 
She a lm o s t je rk e d  w ith  su rp rise .

' A rd rav " . M itra  m u m b led  th ro u g h  h e r  tee th , a  m ix tu re  
o f  su rp rise  and  co n fu s io n  sh ak in g  h e r  vo ice.

"I h ave  b rough t yo u  so m e th in g ’', A rd rav  o p en ed  a sm all 
box  and  inside  it w as  a sm all w e d d in g  ring . T ears ro lled  
d o w n  her c h eek  bu t n ow  it w as d iffe ren t. It w as th e  tears 
o f  joy. T he  m an  she  th o u g h t as an  u n in te re s tin g  an d  boring  
p e rso n  h as tra n s fo rm e d  in to  h e r  sav io u r. T h e re  w as  an 
in s tan t d e s ire  in her to  g iv e  th is  m an  a tight hug , but th o u g h t 
o th e rw ise . T h ey  w ere  still in ho sp ita l!!

O n e  w eek  la ter, th e ir m arria g e  took  p lace  in Ihe m ost 
g ra n d ilo q u e n t m anner. A p o m p o u s feas t w as se rv ed  and  
the g u es ts  w ere  all p leased . A n d  w hen  they  s ta r te d  to  live  
to g e th e r, M itra  re a lise d  h o w  m u ch  sh e  lo v ed  h im . S h e  
d id n 't  th ink  h igh ly  o f  h im  w h en  the firs t tim e  she  m et h ir r , 
b u t now  he p roved  to be a g o o d  h eart. M itra  fo rg o t her 
tr a u m a  th ro u g h  th e  c a re  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  h e r  b e lo v e d  
h u sb an d . S h e  rea lise d  love w as the m o s t e ff ic ien t th e rap y  
o f  all. A n d  y ea rs  later, w h en  th e ir fo u r y e a r  ole d a u g h te r  
a sk ed  her w h a t w as love? , she rep lied  w ith  a sm ile .

"T h a t w as th e  d ay  w h en  y o u r  fa th e r  m ad e  m e  c ry ..”

Jus soli



Cow & Communalism
O n c e  u p o n  a  tim e , th e re  w a s  an  a n im a l w h ic h  w as  

ie v e re d  by a  w h o le  c o u n try  fo r  th e  b e n e f i ts  it  p ro v id e d  
a n d  its s ig n if ic a n c e  in  th e  e p ic s . A ll o f  a  su d d e n , a g ro u p  

o f  ‘p ro te c to r s ’ sp ra n g  u p  to  p ro te c t it a n d  th ro u g h  th e ir  

a c tiv it ie s , th e  ‘re v e re d ’ a n im a l tu rn e d  in to  a c o u n try  w id e  
m e n a c e '.  T h is  tra n s fo rm a tio n  w a s  q u ic k  o w in g  to  c e r ta in  

law s p u t fo r th  to p ro te c t it. A n d  y e s . th e  c h a ra c te r  h e re  is 

th e  c o w  a n d  th e  v e n u e  is In d ia .
In  In d ia ,  l iv e s to c k  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  th e  im p o r ta n t  

so u rc e  o f  in c o m e  fo r  o v e r  2 0  m ill io n  p e o p le . In 2 0 1 2 
13. th e  liv e s to c k  s e c to r  c o n tr ib u te d  4 .1 1 %  o f  th e  to ta l 
n a tio n a l G D P  an d  2 5 .6 %  o f  th e  to ta l a g r ic u ltu ra l  G D P. 
A n in c re a s in g  d e m a n d  fo r  m ilk  an d  m e a t p ro d u c ts  d u e  

to  in c r e a s in g  p o p u la t i o n  a n d  u r b a n i s a t i o n  m a d e  it 

p r o f i ta b l e  a n d  p o p u la r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a m o n g  th e  ru r a l  
p o p u la tio n . W h e n  th e  c a tt le  tu rn e d  u n p ro d u c tiv e , u su a lly  

s la u g h te r in g  w a s  d o n e  a n d  th e  m e a t w a s  u sed  fo r v a r io u s  
p u rp o se s  in c lu d in g  e x p o r t . T h e  liv e s to c k  b u s in e s s  w 'as 
f l o u r i s h i n g  w e l l ,  w h e n  a l l  o f  a s u d d e n  a b a n  o n  

s la u g h te r in g  c a m e  c o u n try w id e  a n d  (he p e r i ls  s ta r te d .

T h e  ‘H o ly  c o w ' p o lic y  o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t h a s  led  to  la rg e  
n u m b e r  o f  u n p ro d u c t iv e  c a tt le  b e in g  a b a n d o n e d  b y  th e ir  

o w n e rs , c re a t in g  e c o n o m ic , so c ia l a n d  e c o lo g ic a l c r is is  

in  m a n y  s ta te s , e s p e c ia lly  in N o rth e rn  In d ia . T h e  c o w  
v ig ila n te  g ro u p s  to o k  la w  in to  th e ir  h a n d s  a n d  f ra m e d  

th e ir  o w n  la w s  w h ic h  b a n n e d  e v e n  th e  tr a n s p o r ta tio n  o f  

c a tt le . M a n y  p e o p le  w e re  k il le d  in th e  n o r th e rn  s ta te s  

fo r re a s o n s  su c h  a s  tra n s p o r t in g  c a tt le  an d  c o n s u m in g  
its  m ea t. N e ith e r  th e  p o lic e  n o r  th e  p u b lic  ra is e d  any  
v o ic e  a g a in s t th e s e  c o ld  b lo o d e d  m u rd e rs . A t p re se n t, 
an  u n p ro d u c tiv e  c o w  h as  b e c o m e  a  th re a t to  life  as fa r 
a s  th e  o w n e r  is c o n c e rn e d  w h e re a s  fo r  a f a r m e r  it is 
d e tr im e n ta l  fo r  h is  c ro p s  a n d  in c o m e . L a rg e  h e rd s  o f  

s tray  c o w s  a re  d e s tro y in g  h u g e  a re a s  o f  c ro p s  in N o rth e rn  

s ta te s  s u c h  a s  U .P  le a d in g  to  an  a g ra r ia n  c r is is .  T h e  
g o v e rn m e n t ru n  ‘G a u s h a la s ' h av e  b e c o m e  full an d  can n o t 
a c c o m m o d a te  a n y  m o r e  c a t t l e .  C a t t l e  a l s o  c a u s e s  
r o a d b l o c k s  a n d  a c c i d e n t s .  E c o lo g i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  

c o n tin u o u s  g ra z in g  by c a tt le  c a n  tu rn  a g ra s s la n d  in to  a 
b a rre n  la n d  o v e r  tim e . C a ttle  in v a s io n  o f  w ild  e c o sv s te m



is a n o th e r  a re a  o f  c o n c e rn  re s u ltin g  in h io d i ve rs ity  lo sses. 
T h is  a f fe c ts  m a n y  o th e r  sp e c ie s  01 p la n ts  an d  a n im a ls . 

H e a lth  l ia /a r d  a r is e  b y  th e  s p r e a d  o f  m a n y  z o o n o tic  

d is e a s e s  su c h  as foo t a n d  m o n th  d is e a s e . T h e  lis t o f  

th re a ts  c a u se d  by a 'c o w ' is e n d le s s .. .
T h e  w o r ld 's  la rg est d e m o c ra c y  war, n o t h o rn  in a s in g le  

d ay . 'T h e  d iv id e  an d  ru le ' p o licy  o f  B r i t is h e r 's  led  to 

c o m p l e t e  c h a o s  in  I n d i a .  T h e  s to r y  o f  I n d i a 's  
in d e p e n d e n c e  is an  il lu s tr io u s  jo u r n e y  o f  u n p a ra l le le d  
s tru g g le  a g a in s t ty ra n n y  an d  in ju s tic e , f r o m  th e  a sh e s  

o t its c o lo n ia l ru in s , a  new  In d ia  w as  b o rn  th a n k s  to  th e  

re le n t le s s  e f fo r ts  o f  o u r  le a d e rs  a,nd v is io n a r ie s .  O u r  

g ro w th  w a s  in th e  r ig h t d ire c tio n  as w as e v id e n t fro m  
the fig u re s  o f  G D P. A lso , o u r  fo re ig n  re s e i \  e s  and  e x p o rts  
su rg e d  o v e r  th e  y e a rs  a f te r  th e  l ib e ra lis a tio n  re g im e . B ut 
recen tly , the figu res h av e  sh o w n  a s te ep  d e c lin e  e sp e c ia lly  
in th e  a g ra r ia n  sec to r. T h e  G D P  g ro w th  d ro p  fro m  7 . 1 to 

6 .5  m a k e s  th is  e v id e n t .  T h e  re c o v e ry  re m a in s  a  b ig  

q u e s tio n  m ark . O n e  can  u n d o u b te d ly  p o in t th e ir  f in g e rs  
on  th e  g o v e rn m e n t p o lic ie s  tha t led  to  su c h  a c r is is  all 

o v e r  th e  c o u n try .

In a su rv ey  m a d e  by the N S S O , it sh o w e d  that th e  p a tte rn s  
o f  c a tt le  o w n e rs h ip  in  In d ia  a re  re g io n  sp e c if ic  a n d  has 
g o t n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  re l ig io n . B u t in o u r  c o u n try , 
m a jo rity  o f  llie  p e o p le  e n g a g e d  in m e a t b u s in e s s  h a p p e n s  

to  b e  M u s lim s . T h is  is w h e re  c o n n n u n a lis m  sh o w e d  its

n a s t y  c o l o u r  by m a k i n g  it a r e l ig io n - ,  i s s u e .  
C o m n iu n a lis m  is th e  g ra v e s t th rea t that o u r  c o u n try  i - 

fa c in g . W e k n o w  that Ind ia  is th e  land  o f  d iv e r s ity  a n d  

s o 'f a r  H in d u s  an d  M u s lim s  h av e  c o -e x is te d  o r  m a m  

m ille n n ia . B ut in a c o u n try , if  th e  g o v e rn m e n t d e c id e s  

w h a t p e o p le  sh o u ld  an d  sh o u ld  no t e a t b a se d  o r  re! g io u s  
lin e s , how se c u la r  c a n  su ch  a c o u n try  h e 0 
B efo re  e o m n u m a iis m  can  tak e  us all d o w n , th e  c o w in ' 

sh o u ld  s te p  ou t o f  its m e n a c e . R e lig io u s  m in o rit ies, w hen  

they feel in se c u re  an d  d e p r iv e d , they g e l p la y e d  in to  th e  
h a n d s  o f  te r ro r is t g ro u p s . T h is  w ill u ltim a te !; d estroy  

In d ia , T h e  n e e d  o f  th e  h o u r is the ag e  o ld  s lo g , u ' Unity 
in D iv e rs ity " , th e  very fab ric  In d ia  is b u ilt u p o n . B ach  
c it iz e n  sh o u ld  he  a w a re  o f  h is o w n  r ig h ts . 1 .1 u-. figh .

e o m m u n a l i s m  w i th  s e c u l a r i s m .  L e t  o. f i g h :  
d e m a g o g u e ry  w ith  d e m o c ra c y . Let u s f ig h t p o st tru th  
w ith  a b so lu te  tru th . L ei us; m e . y o u  a n d  e v e ry ’o n e  jo in  
h an d s  fo r a secu la r, p ro s p e ro u s  an d  c o m m u n a l ! “e e  In d ia  
Ja t H in d '

Nidhin Raj 
Taurus T 4
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A Tryst With Terror; 
America’s Affair 

with the Shooting Iron Karishma P.H. 
Gagnants 115

The text from her son woke Mina Justice from her sleep. 
"Mommy, 1 love you”. Eddie Justice types as an unhinged 
gunman rained terror on an Orlando night club where he 
was partying. That was the last time Mina Justice heard 
from her son and by early morning, Eddie was among the 
50 odd people shot and killed in the Orlando firing spree.

This is not a lone incident in America. The number o f  
mass shootings between 2000 and 2014 in U SA  is 133. 
And there is a question everyone asks after a mass shooting  
-  How did this happen again? Unfortunately, w e all know  
the answer. There are no sufficient gun control law s in 
A m erica  and thanks N R A  for that. N a tio n a l R ifle  
Association o f  U SA  has the stated m ission to defeat any 
legislation  that m ight restrict gun ow nership  because  
according to NRA, “the only thing that stops a bad guy 
with a gun is a good guy with a gun”.

The NRA play their cards w ell. 90% o f  NRA endorsed 
candidates win the elections. In the 2014 elections alone, 
NRA shelled out 28 m illion dollars. But the scary thing is 
that NRA doesn’t just focus on political spending. It’s grip 
on the Congress is too tight. It spends m illions o f  dollars 
on gun safety programs, issues credentials and train fire 
arm instructors and so on. It really is an all-encom passing 

program.
Another thing is that U SA  is known for it’s love for 

guns. With more guns per resident than any other country 
on earth, the United States also suffers from highest number 
o f  gun deaths per capita. So why does Am erica love guns 
so much?

The founding fathers o f America understood that in most 
conflicts, the more powerfully armed forces usually win. 
The basis o f U S ’s gun policy is the second amendment to 
the United States’ constitution. It states “a well-regulated  
militia, being necessary to the security o f  a free state, the 
right o f  the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be 
infringed”. Since it’s inception in 1791, gun control laws 
have been narrowed down and vary from State to State. 
Nonetheless, Am erica’s love for guns still routes from its 
Jus soli

early history. The second amendment was intended to ight 
the tyrannical oppression, defend against invaders and 
guarantee the right to s e lf-d e fe n se . It is inherent in 
Am erica’s political gene that freedom and liberty must be 
defended with force.

Today, although the political and military situation has 
changed, many Americans continue to associate freedom  
with gun ownership. M oreover, pro-gun advocates like 
NRA argue that guns allow  people to protect them selves 
against criminals with guns. It is also argued that since guns 
are so ubiquitous, gun control laws would only prevent law  
abiding citizens from having guns. M eanwhile, criminals 
would ignore those law s and crime rate would increase.

A 2 0 1 4  study reveals that m ost people in A m erica  
believe that it’s safer to have guns for protection than to 
limit ownership. Still, despite the potential freedom from 
tyranny, conflicting studies can’t seem to determine whether 
or not gun control laws lower the crime rate. However, 
researchers at Harvard reported that in nearly every case, 
more guns equal more hom icide. A lso in US, children are 
17 times more likely to be murdered with a firearm than in 
other countries. Still, it is doubtful that Americans will ever 
show transition away from guns and freedom.
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We represent a host of manufacturers
Some names are given below.

1 .  T h e r m o  F i s h e r  S c i e n t i f i c  : UVYisible Spectrophotometer, FTIR GCMS,
Centrifuge. Magnetic Stirreis, Deep FreezersScientific Enterprises

an ISO 9001-2000 certified 
firm is multi product specialist 
operating with emphasis on 
higher education and research 
institutions. W e are growing 
from strength over the years to 
be the largest in this segment in 
K e r a l a ,  s t a r t i n g  f r om  
manufacturing and stretching 
upto long term after sales 
service support. Scientific as a 
group has earned a name of 
being the most reliable support 
to all the educational and 
research institutions. More 
and more National and 
International brands are 
looking upon us to take their 
products to the ultimate 
customers which consequently 
will bring in more quality and 
cost effective products to this 
market.

2. Topcon (Japan)
3. Proceq (Pundit Lab)
4. Scientific SE

5. Scientific Tech
6. Meco
7. Stead
8. Kirloskar
9. Techno Lab
10. Shimadzu (Japan)
11. Brookfield
12.Lovibond
13. Universal
14. Chetak
15. Krati
16. Labline

17. Carl Zeiss
18. Merck Millipore India
19. Himedia
20. Genaxy
21. Qualigens
22. Advance Research
23. Finn

Total Stations, Auto Levels etc.
Nod Desinictive Testing Equipments 
CRO’s, Function Generators, Microwave & 
Communication Trainers 

; Power Supplies, 1C Trainers, UP Kits, IC Testers etc 
: Portable meters, Wattmeters 
: Rheostats
: DC M oles, Rectifiers etc.
: Fluid M tiian ics & Heat Engine Lab 
: Electronic Balances 
: Viscometers
: Tintometers, COD & BOD Meters, Phctom teis 
: UTMs, CTMs, Torsion Testing etc.
: Survey Instruments
: Ceramic Boards /Exhibition Display Systems 
: Incubators, Ovens, Freezers(upto -8 6 deg C l 

Wa te rk h s , Shakers, Laminar Flows etc.
: Microscopes 
: Water Purification Systems 
: Media & Reagents 
: Lab Plastic ware 
: Chemicals
: Polanmeters, Refractoroelers 
: Micropippettes

SCIENTIFIC
ENTERPRISES
P.B. No. 1951, Vyttila, Cochin - 682 019 
Ph : 0484-2306461, Fax : 0484-2306954
E-mail: seqcochin@gmail.com | scientificorder@gmail.com 
Web : www.scientificenterprises.in
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Post-modernism: 
A Stumbling Block for Attaining Sustainability

As a reactionary movement to modernism, post-modernism em erged ca llirg  
for more freedom and diversity of styles.lt was a chaotic era, which promoted 

the idea that there is no universal truth

D evelopm ent is a catch word am ong the public, but 
unbridled ‘d evelop m en t’,ignoring sustainability o f  the 
s y s te m ,c a n  c a u se  irrep arab le  d a m a g e s  to natural 
resou rces. T h e co n c e p t  o f  su sta in a b le  g row th  is a 
relatively recent response to the decline in quality o f  the 
r e so u r c e  b a se  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  m o d ern  s ty le  o f  
developm ent. The call for sustainable developm ent based 
on sc ie n tif ic  p r in cip les  is a re sp o n se  to th is issu e . 
H ow ever, the so  called  post m odernists are suggesting  
“a ltern a te” m o d e ls  sh y in g  aw ay  from  sc ie n c e  and  
rea litie s . B efore  g o in g  to ex p lo re  the p ost-m od ern  
outbursts against sc ien ce and sustainable developm ent, 
w e should have som e idea about m odernism  and post
m odernism .

M o d e r n ism  and p o s t-m o d e r n ism  are w e s te r n  
phenom ena related to philosophical, econom ic, scientific, 
and social facets o f  life. M odernism , as a m ovem ent, 
took place in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.The  
birth o f  m odernism  can be traced back to the Industrial 
R evolution, a period that lasted from the 18th to the 19th 
centuries, in w hich  rapid ch an ges in m anufacturing, 
transportation, and technology profoundly affected  the 
social, econom ic, and cultural fabric o f  life in Europe, 
N orth  A m e r ic a , and e v e n tu a ll)  the w h o le  w o r ld . 
Enlightenm ent was at the core o f  m odernism , a general 
attitude ad van ced  in the 17'h and 18Ih cen tu r ie s , o f  
attaining truth, justice, and happiness through know ledge  
and reason. Enlightenm ent enabled people to question  
superstitions and traditions through critical reasoning and 
scientific m ethods. It aimed at creati tig a clear and rational 
view  o f  the w orld, b eliev in g  that through sc ien ce and 
reason humankind can advance anti grow. N ew  form s o f  
transportation such as railways, h ighw ays, aircrafts, and 
oth ers ch an ged  the w ay p eo p le  liv e d , w ork ed , and  
travelled , both at hom e and abroad, exp an din g  their 
w o r ld v ie w  and a c c e s s  to  n ew  id e a s . T h e era  o f  
m odernism  saw great works in the field o f  arts, literature, 
m usic, architecture, poetry, and science.

A s a reactionary m ovem en t to  m odern ism , p o st
m od ern ism  em erg ed  c a llin g  for m ore freed om  and  
diversity o f  styles.It w as a chaotic era, which prom oted  
the idea that there is no u n iversa l truth. It u sed  an 
unscientific approach to life and believed  that all things
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are irrational.This attitude or outlook, w hich em erged  
after the Second World War. gained w id e popularity in 
the 1960s. W hile m odernism  advocated rational thinking  
and the use o f  sc ien ce and reason for the advancem ent 
o f  hum ans, postm odernism  believed  in the irrationality 
o f

A modem ait painting

Post m odernists opposed enlightenm ent, the general 
attitude o f  the Industrial revolution era. Post-m odernists  
could not com prom ise with the victorious v iew  o f  scien ce  
dispelling ignorance throwing away long traditions and 
custom s. They cham pioned for traditional knov ledge and 
lo c a l p ractices , m ost o f  w h ich  lack ed  rational and  
sc ien tific  criteria. Post-m odernists assert that m od em  
sc ien ce  is just on e cu lture-bound  w ay  o f  look in g  at 
nature! For them , the content o f  all know ledge is socia lly  
constructed; even  the supposed  “la w s” or “fa cts” o f



m odem  scien ce are “W estern” constructions reflecting  
d om in an t in te r e sts  and cu ltu ra l b ia se s  o f  W estern  
soc ieties. In a p ost-m od ern ist’s w orld , truth b ecom es  
r e la t iv e , and  o f te n  k n o w le d g e  is  r e p la c e d  by  
interpretation!

Post-m odernism  attracted m any fo llow ers in a w ide 
variety o f  d iscip lines or fie ld s such as art. architecture, 
m usic, film , literature, so c io lo g y , agriculture, health, 
c o m m u n ic a tio n , fa sh io n , and  te c h n o lo g y . S ev er a l 
m ovem ents erupted in the ab ove d isc ip lin es reacting  
against m odem  m ovem en ts, typ ically  marked by revival 
o f  traditional elem ents and techniques.Post m odernists 
cast aspersion on all form s o f  universal k now ledge that 
claim  to represent the world objectively and transparently. 
T h ey  o f te n  b la m e  m o d ern  s c ie n c e  fo r  a ll the  
environm ental problem s o f  the world.

You can see post-m odern ideas in alm ost all spheres 
o f  hum an activity. Ivan Illich  q u estion ed  the role o f  
e d u c a t io n a l sy s te m  w ith  h is  d e s c h o o l in g  th e o r y  
(D esc h o o lin g  S o c ie ty , 1971). H e a lso  ca lled  for de- 
m edicalization (L im its to M edicin e: M ed ica l N em esis, 
1976) questioning the role o f  the m edical system  and 
m ed ic in es. T h e b o o k  by F ritjo f Capra, “The Tao o f  
Physics: An E xploration o f  the P ara lle ls  betw een  M odern  
Physics an d  E astern  M ystic ism ” , first published in 1975 
was a landmark in the w hole history o f  post-m odernism . 
In this book, Capra m akes an assertion that both physics  
and m etaphysics are leadin g to the sam e k now ledge! 
Capra exhorted  the so c ie ty  to abandon con ven tion a l

linear thoughts and the m echanistic v iew  o f  D escartes.
He w as h ighly critical o f  D escartes' reductionism . There 
were many takers for the interpretation o f  m odem  physics 
and m etaphysics by Capra, but these are outside the realm  
o f  m ainstream  science.

Post-m odernism  related to agriculture actually began  
with the publication o f  the book ‘S ilen t S p r in g ' by Rachel 
Carson in 1962. In the 1970s, philosophical ideas such  
as l if e b o a t  e th ic s  (G arret H a r d in ), d e e p  e c o lo g y  
(A rne N aess), b ioregionalism  (Peter Berg and R aym ond  
D asm ann) and ecofem in ism  (M aria  M ies  and Vandana 
Shiva)influenced  alternate farm ing m ovem en ts such as 
natural farm ing, organ ic  farm in g  and severa l o f  its 
variants. Initially, Jam es L ovelock ’s G aia H ypothesis also  
contributed m uch. A lthough  these g lob a l m ovem en ts  
em erged  as holistic ideas concerned with pollution and 
the environm ent, eventually , these paved w ay for the 
consolidation  o f  cam paigns against m odernism .

E n v ir o n m e n ta lis ts  in  In d ia  w h o  e s p o u s e  p o s t 
m odernism  extend their criticism s to m odem  agricultural 
m ovem ents such as green revolution, and cam e up with 
alternate m odels based on p ost-m odem  thoughts such  
as deep  eco logy . Post-m odernists insist on accepting and 
p r o m o tin g  m o st  e th n ic  or tra d itio n a l p r a c t ic e s  in 
agriculture w ithout subjecting them  to em pirical tests. 
Post-m odern m ovem en ts are creating m uch confusion  
am on g  in te llec tu a ls  and co m m o n  p eo p le  a lik e. T he  
problem  is  whether w e can have a post-m odem  outlook  
on natural sc ien ces w ith 'alternate sc ie n c e s’ based on  
traditions or sim ple naivety as happened in other fields  
such as art and literature. It is p ossib le to have different 
sty les in art, literature, m ythology, architecture, and the 
lik e, but sc ien ce  cannot have different sty les , and the 
criteria o f  sc ien tific inquiry is applicable uniform ly to 
a ll ,  c u t t in g  a c r o s s  n a tio n a l an d  c u ltu r a l  
differences. S cien ce is universal, and by fo llow in g  the 
m uch-acclaim ed  sc ien tific  m ethod, it a llow s everyone  
to learn more about the universe. It also corrects itse lf  
through soc ia lly  established  w ays o f  subjecting ex isting  
k n o w le d g e  to em p ir ica l tests . A s d isc u sse d  earlier, 
h ow ever, p ost-m od ern ism  d oes not perm it to  h ave a 
universalistic v iew  o f  sc ien ce , and therefore, it cannot 
have any role in sc ien ce.

Reductionism  is at loggerheads w ith post-m odernism . 
R eductionism  m eans a bottom  up approach to understand 
com p lex  natural phenom ena by ‘reducing’them to their 
fundam ental parts and studying their interactions under 
con tro lled  con d itions. S cien tific  reductionism  is m ost 
often used to describe the notion that everything on earth 
can be broken into sm aller and sm aller parts and that the 
w h ole can be understood in this way. This in clu d es m any  
th in g s  su ch  as th e o r ie s , p h e n o m e n a , o b je c ts , and  
explanations.
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The idea o f  reductionism  was first introduced by Rene 
D escartes (hence, som etim es a lso  referred as C artesian  
re d u c tio n ism ) in h is fam ous b ook  D isc o u rse  on the  
M e th o d  o f  R ig h tly  C on du ctin g  O n e ’s R eason  a n d  o f  
Seeking Truth in the Sciences  (1637 L In h is view , various 
phenom ena are the con sequ en ces o f  the com ing together 
o f  individual parts each with its ow n inherent properties 
sh a p in g  th e b e h a v io r  o f  the sy s te m  as a w h o le .  
R ed u ctio n is t ap p roach es h elp  us to break co m p lex  
system s dow n into their com ponents, and each p iece can 
be studied individually by w ay o f  disciplinary and suh- 
d isc ip lin ary  ap p roach es. If w e k now  the parts, the 
dynam ics o f  the w hole system  can be derived. Reduction  
as a m ethod is highly successfu l in d iscip lines such as 
physics, chem istry, and b iology. R eductionist thinking 
and m ethods are the bases for m any o f  the w ell-developed  
areas o f  m odem  scien ce

Probably, Fritjof Capra m ight be the m ost prom inent 
and v o ca l cr it ic  o f  D e s c a r te s ’ re d u ctio n ist  v ie w s .  
Influenced by Fritjof Capra, and probably because o f  a 
fundam ental m isunderstanding o f  how scien ce actually  
w orks, m any cr itics am ong en v iron m en ta lists , an ti
imperialist m ovem ents, and fem inists have d eveloped  a 
condem nation  o f  reductionism . D ee p  e c o lo g is ts  and 
eco fem in is ts  see  reductionism  as open ing the w ay to 
m erciless exploitation o f  nature. A s explained earlier, 
redu ction ism  seek s the exp lan ation  o f  the w h o le  by  
looking at the relationships between the com ponent parts 
that can be experim entally tested, thus elim inating the 
requirem ent o f  assu m p tion s on extra fo rces such  as 
consciousness, vital force, and others, A  certain degree  
o f  reductionism  is required in m edical and agricultural 
s c ie n c e s , o th e r w ise , it is  im p o s s ib le  to d eterm in e  
significant versus non-sign ificant m easurem ents.

The rejection  o f  reductionist ideas is often  ca lled  
holism .H olism  asserts that things have certain properties 
as a w h o le , w h ich  cannot he exp la in ed  based on  its 
com ponents parts. The w ord ‘h o lism ’ is from  Greek  
m eaning a ll, w hole, en tire, or to ta l. A  key principle o f  
holism  is: “The w h ole is different from the sum o f  its 
parts” . Contrary to reductionism , holism  inquires about 
a w hole system  by probing the system  as a w h ole in its 
entirety instead o f  dism antling it and studying the parts. 
The supporters o f  holism  assert that the properties o f  a 
g iv en  system  such as p hysica l, b io lo g ica l, ch em ical, 
social, and econom ic cannot be explained based on its 
com ponent parts alone. For them, the system  as a w hole  
determ ines how  the parts behave. A lthough the idea o f  
holism  has ancient roots, introduction o f  the term ‘holism ’ 
is credited to the South African diplom at Jan Sm uts. H e 
made a m ention o f  h olism  in his 1926 book, H olism  a n d  
E volu tion  (Sm uts, 1926). The term h olistic  evo lved  into 
the term w h olis tic  in the late 1990’s to clarify the concept
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even  further. S ch oo ls with w holistic learning sty les and 
w holistic m edicine that considers the m ind, body, and 
spirit in d iagnosis and treatment are exam ples. You m a\ 
a lso  find  w h o lis t ic  m o d e ls  in other f ie ld s  su ch  as 
agriculture. H ow ever, m ost o f  the cla im s o f  supporters 
o f  “only w h olism ” are unsubstantiated. Post m odernists 
reject reductionism  and em brace w holism . M anv o f  them  
do not h ave m uch fa ith  in  rep lica ted  ex p e r im e n ts  
fo llo w in g  the p rin cip les o f  exp erim en tation  as they  
sim ply reject reductionism . People w ho are op posed  to 
s c ie n c e  o f te n  u se  th e w o rd s “r e d u c t io n is m ” and  
“reductionist” to condem n w hatever they d islik e about 
m odern science. This is the main tradeoff b etw een  public 
funded research and activist run research.

In fact, science requires both reductionism  and holism . 
W e usually  d ism antle co m p lex  sy stem s into various  
com ponent parts em p loyin g  reductionist approaches to 
get first-hand inform ation about the system . In m ost 
cases, this also a llow s scientists to put the p ieces together  
again by w ay o f  holism . Take the sim p le exam p le o f  
sugar. If it is reduced to atom s o f  carbon, hydrogen, and 
oxygen , it may not have the qualities o f  sugar. H ow ever, 
y ou  can h ave o r ig in a l q u a lit ie s  o f  su g a r  u p to  the 
m olecular level. A nother important case  is liv ing beings. 
You may require a reductionist approach for studying  
about various organs and the functioning o f  living beings. 
H ow ever, unlike m achines, you cannot dism antle a living  
being and re-assem ble it into its original living state again 
based on our present level o f  know ledge!

R eform s in ed u cation  c a lls  for in ter-d iscip linary  
con vergence, and for bringing the m ultiple specialties  
c o n ta in e d  in th e sa m e  d is c ip l in e s  to g e th e r  in tra- 
disciplinary convergence. In fact, reductionism  focu ses  
on the properties o f  parts; and holism , on the relationship  
b etw een  them. Put together, reductionism  and h olism  
stand out as supplem entary rather than con flictin g  ideas. 
The sad part o f  the w hole issue is that interdiscip inary 
con vergen ce is im p ossib le in the present d isciplinary  
organization o f  academ ic institutions in India. It is  now  
a fashion to form new  watertight departments, faculties, 
and even universities based on false claim s. This k nd o f  
g reed y  reduction ism  is not good  for sc ience. A s far as 
reductionism  and holism  are concerned, although som e  
peop le prefer to use one o f  the tw o styles o f  thinking to 
the exclu sion  o f  the other, it is m ore appropriate to use 
w hichever sty le suits a given  situation. Arguably, som e  
s itu a tio n s  c a ll for h o lis t ic  th in k in g , w h ile  o lh er s , 
requiring a closer  look at the parts o f  the system , are 
better suited for reductionism . For exam ple, watershed  
m anagem ent is an area w here w e  should  go  for both  
red u ctio n ist and h o lis t ic  ap p roach es. W e approach  
watershed m anagem ent holistically  in a m ultidisciplinary  
platform , but w hen go in g  for individual com ponents, w e  
also  em ploy som e am ount o f  reductionism .
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FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

B.Sc.(Hons.)Ag. Qualification

a)

b) 
<0

e)
f) 
e)

h)
i)

k)

H IG H ER  S T U D IE S fP o st G ra d u a tio n )

a) Deemed Agri U niversities like IARI
b) Central Agricultural U niversitiesflm phal andJhansi)
c) State Agri U niversities and their sub-cam puses
d) Central Universities(BH IJ,AM U,etc)
e) ABM in N IAM .N AARM ,M ANAGE,etc
f) Private Agri Universities
g) MSc from Foreign Universities-ETS exam s,TO EFL,G RE,etc

JO B S  (G O V T . & PR IV A TE)

a) KPSC
b) COM M ODITY BOARDS
c) NABARD -  Asst M anager
d) VFPCK - Asst Manager
e) Private firms
f) Others

KPSC

Agricultural Otficcr(Agri. 
Dept)
AO(Land Use Board) 
AOfCooperative banks) 
Soil Survey Officer 
Soil Conservation Officer 
Food Safety Officer 
Qualitv Assurance 
O fficer(SUPPLYCO) 
V H SE  teacher 
Field or Technical 
assistant/officer in state 
farms corporation of India 
Fieid or Technical 
assistanl/officcr in state 
seed farms (PSC )
Farm manager in State 
Plantation Corporation

CO M M O DITY PRIVATE FIRMS OTHERS
BOARDS

a) AO posts in private a) Agriculturist in
Under Ministry of banks Defence Research
Commerce and Industry b) Marketing manager and Development

in private firms-secd Organisation-DRDO
a) Coffee Board companies like b) Agriculturist or
b) Rubber Board Mahsco/Syngenta, Horticulturist in
c) Spices Board Fertilizer companies Vikrum Sarabhai
d) Tea Board like IFFC O . pesticide Space Centre/ISRO
e) Tobacco Board companies like c) Technical assistant

Monsanto/Bayer /Field assistant in
Under Ministry of c) Landscapist and National Seeds
Agriculture Farm manager in Corporalion-NSC

Arab countries or d) Technical assistant
a) Coconut other foreign in Food Corporation

Development countries of Indta(FCI)
Board

H.Sb. fftopi/Hnrti) Qualification

Manager/Technical Officer in Food Corporation o f  India 
Qualify Inspector in Plant Quarantine 

Assistant Professor in DUs or SAL3s 
Scientist in Agricu ltural Scientist Recruitment B o a rd - A S R B  

Scientist Techn ica l O fficer in Coconut Development Board, Coffee Board, 
Tea Board, Cocoa Board, Spices Board  and Silk  Board  

Subject matter specialist (S M S ) in K V K s  
Technical O fficer scale post in private firms iifce Indian Tobacco Com panydTC 

Scientist (R & D )  in sceds/pesiicides/femltzcr companies 
Various jobs according to specialization
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“Essential qualification prescribed under the Rules is a manda

tory requirement for appointment to a post prescribed in such rules, 
mere experience gained without possessing required degree, will not 
make person eligible on the basis of length of sen. ice. Mere experi
ence is no substitute o f academic qualifications for becoming eli
gible for appointment to a post requiring qualification of a degree in 
the particular trade or line".

(Para 34, case No. 1998 SOL. Case No. Oil State o f Madhya 

Pradesh versus DharniBir)
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Qualification

a. No person shall be eligible for appointment to the post o f Agri
culture Officer by direct recruitment unless he possesses a de
gree of Bachelor of Science in Agriculture o f a recognized Uni
versity in the State or any other Univei sity recognised by Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research.

b. No person shall be eligible for appointment to the post of Agri
culture Officer by transfer or promotion unless he possesses a 
degree of Bachelor of Science in Agriculture of a recognized 
University in the State or any other University recognized by 
Indian Council of Agricultural Research.
(Notification No. 33/2016. Dt. 30/12/2016. Andhra Pradesh P.S.C 

: Hyderabad)
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A ashika S asin d ran  

T aurus l 14

Refugee
The path was clear as a crystal 
Yet he sensed the awful presence 
Of many mutilated corpses 
He turned back every second with the 
Fright o f an inferi pulling him back 
And that inferi looked familiar,
It was his own deprived soul 
And those corpses were his expectations 
He dragged along the maze 
With the searing pain o f losses

^ C O LLEG E  OF HORTICULTURE

Yet he kept his pace,
Holding the memory of those loved ones
He counted the miles he covered
And mounted on his crippled hopes
Alas! He fell down
Gasping for the air of hope
He yelled to the world
Please make your heart a refugee camp
And pour the wine of love to the deprived souls
And he drowned to the depth of darkness
With the hope o f ray o f light
The journey doesn’t end,...

Jus soli
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I don’t know why she likes me much 
I haven’t given her any red roses 
Neither did I ever give a kiss 
Or sent letters full o f bliss

I never have taken her for a ride 
Nor did I sing a song for her 
Or did I gift her a birthday present 
Or make a wish and see her smile

Yet she was the ecstasy o f my life
As a kid she knew me well
Even when my tongue stammered for words
She was there, helping me in and out

As a teen I was a rebel 
But she scolded me and said , “Be gentle” 
When I turned of age, my things were weltered 
In the morning, however, it was all in order

Now that she is gone, I feel incomplete
The void she left
Has cost me too much...

In her womb, 1 was bom
By her tomb now I weep
Even after a thousand tears my eyes fail to dry
My heart’s scars fail to heel. I don’t know
why?

Beacuse I am rot with grief
For the smile I didn't make
The kiss I didn't give
Her hand I didn’t hold
And the love I will never regain
Again...

1 wish I could roll back time 
To see her once again
And kiss her enough till I redeem my shame

There is much more love you are blind to 
Embrace it before it’s too late 
For shadows o f guilt will never fade 
It may dim, shrink or even degrade 
But it will never fade..

AMfAii v.K 
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Those coal black eyes had something elemental about 
them. As she fluttered her beautiful eyelashes, 1 sensed 
the familiar emotion of fear and awe welling up within 
me. Her eyes were the abyss into which I had stared to, 
for too long. In its very depths, I could see the swirling 
ghosts of vague memories of a distant past. And in those 
memories, as children, she and I were one, though neither 
of us had crossed paths yet. Suddenly, I fell into those 
eyes, and the river of time came to a halt and enveloped 
us to become a flat circle. And while 1 lay uneasy in my 
disturbed dreams, a bed bug bit me in the rear, and I 
woke up startled. I looked around at the strange walls, 
and slowly realized that I was still in my room at Pampa 
M en 's Hostel. I was breathing hard and all sweaty. 
‘ Damn, why do I keep having that dream?”

Like all days, today too, I was late. It was past 
10’o ’clock. Like all days, there was no particular reason 
for me to take the effort to get up, wash and make it to 
the college and have my attendance marked. I stretched 
my limbs and finally got up and looked down at the flex 
that had become my bed for the last four months. The 
rabbit that had become my room-mate shot across the 
room and then sprinted between my legs. There were 
half eaten lettuce leaves strewn all across the room. I 
briefly considered picking up the little ball of white fur, 
and tossing it out o f  the balcony for sport. I decided 
against it. The other room m ate, my senior, who had 
already left for class, probably wouldn’t approve of the 
murder. I felt tired .Waking up late has its toll. “May be 
I should start getting up earlier, and I could see the dawn 
again” I thought “or, maybe I should sleep later, after 
dawn” . It was time for me to leave for the class.

I walked through the heavily vegetated path on my 
way to the college. I was late, and 1 was supposed to 
hurry, but today 1 felt like walking slowly, taking in all 
the beauty around me. I wanted to breathe in and have 
my eyes take in every little detail of this enchanting 
landscape. I have seen it numerous times, as it was part 
of daily ritual to hurry across this path for belated entries 
into lecture halls. But it seemed different today. May be 
it was because it was my favorite time o f the year. The
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sky was cloudy, it was cool, the whole earth seemed to 
be oozing out the fragrance that came with the first rain, 
and from either side of the road, insects were springing 
from the midst of the lush, thick and tall grasses.”Damn,
I must write down something to describe this perfect 
moment” . But I knew that I would never be able to find 
the words or ways to do that. It would simply be not 
good enough. “Perhaps I should resort to metafiction - 
fiction within the fiction. Then the readers would forgive 
my inadequacy and focus more on my attempts to be 
clever”. My walk is almost at its end. In the distance, 
the orange building was becoming clearer. Another day 
at Horti.

The first hour. Economics. Probably interesting, but 
I didn 't made an effort to be attentive. I looked around 
and observed my classmates. Most looked as bored as I 
was. Some could have been asleep already, even though 
their eyes, kept wide open would fool the casual observer. 
Others were furiously making notes, their faces bearing 
a hint of concern at their inability to comprehend the 
alien concepts being taught to them. A slight hum of 
murmuring was welling up from within the silent depths 
o f the class. It would keep growing up until it would 
reach the level of full blown chatter and noisy rebellion. 
Generally, agricultural credit would have been a popular 
subject, since it was a burning issue. But 1 guess we 
were not the average crowd our teacher was used to. So 
she broke into a tirade o f genuine anger at our apparent 
lack of commitment or general knowledge. The speech 
felt patronizing. I must be inattentive to just spite her 
off, so I zoned out as I usually do. For what seemed like 
minutes, I sank into some deep unrelated thoughts. And 
as always these hazy thoughts were unorganized and 
ultimately meant nothing. I probably reflected upon how 
a major portion of my limited time on earth had been 
spent upon musing about, w ell... I don’t know.
For most of us, mind was a dark room, walking across 
which, we would trip over the numerous threads of stray 
thoughts. And suddenly, I came back as a hush fell over 
the class. And I realized that all eyes were on m e.” And 
you “the teacher had turned to me -  she must have

COLLEGE OF HORTICULTURE



noticed my sad little face. 1 stood up and smiled like a 
fool, like I usually do. And as always, today too, I hid 
behind a mask, since I was too tired and wished to do 
n o th in g . “ D id you even  bath  befo re  com ing  to 
class?”There was a roar of laughter It was true. I looked 
terrible. But I was not really concerned. These days I 
had started taking pride in the fact that I looked like some 
guerilla fighter who had ventured out of I he forest. Must 
be the side effects of reading the works of those wretched 
tricksters -  Nietzsche and Camus. “Did you come just 
to have your attendance marked? “ I nodded and smiled 
brightly. “Go back to the hostel. Have a bath and come 
back” I m oaned silently as I waiked out, and heard 
another round o f laughter. One o f my friends was 
insisting that he too be allowed to leave to have a bath. It
was time for tea and I made my way to Salkara.

* * *

Me and my friends walked back to the hostel in the 
evening. I was literally cracking up and laughing like a 
mad man. I do not remember what the joke was about. 
But I laughed hard until my insides hurt. For one brief 
moment, the entire world seemed beautifully illuminated 
by the absurdity of the said joke. And I was out of breath.

Jokes are so m etim es em p lo y ed  as d efen se  
mechanisms to cope with and hide deeply embedded 
insecurities. For example, when we have an awkward 
moment during a social interaction with a stranger, the 
primeval trigger of ‘fight or flight' goes off inside us. A 
timely joke would diffuse the situation, and we would 
feel the hormonal equivalent of a safe blanket wrapped 
around us. Me and my friends were not very bad at 
coming up with jokes. Looking at my friends, 1 wondered 
what sort of demons they were trying to hide behind this 
facade of quick wit. As we approached the gates of 
Pampa, an auto rickshaw carrying the daily supplies to 
the mess with two of my juniors raced up to the gate and 
sw erved in. ‘E x tra’ . My batch m ates ran to eat up
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mayonnaise added sandwiches. I too must rush .o the 
mess. Suddenly I remembered why I had rushed to the 
hostel in the first place. My belly gave a groan. I shot 
across the courtyard, the stairs and across the veranda, 
straight into the toilet. The stench was hearable; the 
previous occupant had smoked a cigarette. I felt gratitude 
welling up within me.

* * *

I walked the long palh from the hostel to the Central 
Library. I walked across many of the familiar landmarks- 
the glasshouses, the college gate, the highly overrated 
gulmohar trees and their crimson tears strewn across the 
path, the playground , the central auditorium and finally 
my temple. The walk always managed to numb the mind 
with unnervingly supersaturated hues of green. The 
library had a special place in my heart. Though I was not 
particularly productive during my attempts to sit down 
and read, the hallowed walls, portals and shehes of this 
place presented themselves to me as a refuge. No one 
came here. And the untouched and dusty pages of the 
volumes gave me a deep sense of wonder I hadn’t known 
had survived inside me. As Proust tried to say in his In 
Search Of Lost Time’, this place with its massive globe 
and model satellites floating around in the air awakened 
the child within me. And as a child I could be amazed 
by even the most little and mundane things. 1 needed 
this like a junkie needed his shot. The very wails had 
some stories to tell. I used to think. But today, it felt 
different. In fact, it had been this way for so m etim e  
now. Now, I felt no wonder. I was an adult again; 
painfully aware of the fact that nothing under this sun is 
new. Everything that happened would happen again, we 
would repeat the m istakes o f  previous generations. 
Everything that is about to happen is an echo from the 
past, and we are powerless to break the circle I felt like 
that, because I knew 1 was destined to see her again today. 
And whenever she came, time would become a flat circle, 
just like it happened in my dreams. I sighed, and opened 
a book.

* * *

The fam iliar smell o f  old books had com pletely  
enveloped me. and I was lost in the world of words There 
was not a drop of sound. The entire second floor was 
devoid of people. The rustling wind outside managed to 
slowly lull me into a slumber. I had once slept and woke 
up just in time before the security man was locking the 
main doors. If I had been any later, I would have had to 
spend the night alone in this place, especially since my 
phone was dead.
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As the closing hours approached, suddenly I felt a 
silence as old as the mountains. She must be here. My 
mind always plays these tricks when she approaches. 
And sure enough. 1 heard those familiar soft steps coming 
up the stairs from behind the first shelf. I closed my book, 
my heart pounding hard. It was her. alright .She walked 
to the Malayalam literature section. Unlike the average 
crowd in the campus, she kept her thick dark locks of 
hair free. Sometimes she shook her head, and her luscious 
black hair would briefly flow around in the air like some 
waves in a river. She stood peering into some book she 
had taken off the shelf. I trem bled .To say she was 
beautiful was an understatem ent .H er beauty had a 
terrible quality about it. M en’s heart would break by so 
little as a flicker of movement in her eyebrows. Poets 
would give away entire cities just for the black mole on 
her neck. And now she stood just few steps away from 
me. Now 1 think 1 know what Hafez and Khayyam went 
through when they w ere m oved to w rite im m ortal 
couplets heaping praise for their faceless muse.

I coughed.
She lifted her head and looked at me. She smiled. We 

knew each other, and since she had invariably seen me 
here every day, we had started addressing each others’ 
presence .These days, our conversations had become 
longer. Her questions had become more intimate. I smiled 
back. I stood and walked up to her. But she was no longer 
dreamy eyed as she used to be. Her eyes had become 
deeper. And 1 could not turn away from them. I just stood 
peering into its depths. “Hi” she said. Silence enveloped 
us. Those eyes bore down heavily upon me and it crushed 
me. And as I remembered my dream. I started to tremble 
even more. The com er of her red lips gave the hint of a 
smirk. She wore a questioning expression on her face. 
But her eyes told me that she knew.
“W hat’s wrong?" She asked.
My universe became a singularity.
“Chechi, you scared me” . I felt my word collapsing. I 
had meant to say something else. Of all the disastrous 
things that my clumsy brain has caused me to speak out, 
this, I knew would be the most horrible. But strangely, I 
felt relieved. It was almost as if 1 had spoken the truth.

And then it happened. Her eyes become kinder. The 
flames that had consumed my days and nights were no 
lo n g e r th e re . She sm iled . And she u n d ers to o d . 
“It’s alright” . Her sweet voice soothed me. She came 
closer.
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©c030ggGOi d0a6T ĵm1©s<6©jajofn0(fij0©ca) eraonfi a v  
CQJOTRDlOfiBB'l... ©)1©l6K5K5)}Cd)O<ea0©©) g)ej<feflej 
ejleroia ©spgcqios ©^(flboc/oasrrola) tfiJemamaomjlojcm}.

1% , a |)© a §  LnJ6mOQ>©(DTO)GrLj0©ej...
(S^Kg](T)1c0©OlCQ)0o, 

fl<eajcm 0)iaj(6©1scQ/lffi3 ©©(Biadffleraglgjoasiooofl
<xj§̂  rsraaiouomo, aroj ojeflco) cSjsejjensoajjo
oradBaU© gn^rocruojgg a>6^0/1(0)058

63131/8 63©0(Q)1©O GaJO(3̂ 63T3gilZ10OQ>l r^OlldBaj OJoBnjI gfk/06TiiG©)OQ)J©S ©)1©Q0eJca>(/8
©ejrtJT©! ... (3r&)(/ojocroaiOc0©]<ftig1̂ ;jo©«B r̂ )©og ^Pro(8(m1ejO(©om^rm. onjcmnoosTalang 
(.njemauo r^dftiOoaraoQ^as (aem ajjiflbglG&Jiea ©}6Uo 63©jjnj&floQ) (ftscoS.
©0000513)1 ©OSl©CQ)0g1^. ^  (B10fflWp©liSfl®5 (Til nJ06TOTiJ)lffiJ0T)C^a.. Ojlc OJTlDOaS
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The Potted Plant

I knew her from the time she was a kid. She was 
smart, always cheerful and full of energy. She had a habit 
o f ju s t appearing  from  behind your shoulder and 
warming you like a sudden sunbeam.

As kids, we enjoyed many kinds of games. Evenings 
were playtime, when kids of the neighbourhood met in a 
com m on ground , and spent jo y fu l hours to g eth er 
designing and engaging in our own games, pastimes and 
adventures.

And she was mostly the unquestioned leader. She was 
taller than most of us, even though she was a year younger 
to me, fairer ( it counted, I guess, since many of us eyed 
her beautiful appearance with a tinge of jealousy) than

Jus soil

most of us and cleverer. When we got stuck in a tight 
corner in games, in finances to carry out our projects, or 
in ideas even, she was mostly there to find a way out. I 
secretly admired her.

As we grew up, I realised there were wide disparities 
in our circumstances. She stopped coming to the same 
school that I went. I started to see her less often. It was 
then that I understood she was the child of a worker 
couple, who laboured in the estates at the outskirts of 
our small township. Even though our meetings were 
during weekends spread apart, when she was there, it 
gave a new dimension and zest to our games as she was 
a true innovator.

Once, when I got trapped in between two vines of the 
lush pepper plant, the entire gang came to my help. Small 
hands tried to unw ind the tangle into w hich I had 
m anaged to push m yself into, but my long hair was 
caught in between. The more they tried, the more tangled 
the hair-vine- child trio became. Cutting any part of the 
vines was out of question as the vines were bearing 
profusely then. I was too embarrassed to let any grown 
up into the scene, and also was afraid of a reprimand 
from my parents for getting into unnecessary places. As 
we continued to debate over possible methods to get me 
free, Sabira came. She surveyed the situation for a 
moment, and then quickly left the scene. She appeared 
again in a few minutes, with a round bamboo basket in 
her hand. Such baskets, made with thin strips of bamboo, 
were used for sieving o f grain in those days. Sabira put 
the basket upside down on my head, and pushed me down 
gently, pressing the top of the basket. My long hair caught 
up in m any places am ong the vines, got untangled 
m iraculously in the process, and very soon, I found 
m yself squatting on the ground, free from the vines.

Sabira’s cleverness got sung by us children all the 
more, with this incident.

As the years progressed, our friendships changed, and 
all of us started to part ways. Over time, I completely 
lost touch with Sabira and memories about her faded 
slowly from my mind.

Life presented d ifferent roles to me, I becam e a 
homemaker and then a professional. Once, when I was



attending a marriage function in my hom e town, an 
unfamiliar looking face smiled at me.

"Jaya, do you remember me”? She asked.
I did not. Even though the face rang a bell somewhere 

in my memory.
"1 am Sabira. We used to play together as children”. I 

was taken aback. Is this middle aged looking woman, 
with a pigmented face, dull hair and plain clothes,Sabira, 
the charming little girl that I knew'1

I composed myself and replied. “Oh. Sabira, is this 
you? How can I ever forget you! O f course I remember 
you well!”

We chatted for a few minutes. Sabira had been married 
oft by her parents at age 18. Her studies were brought to a 
stop as she finished high school. Her husband was an auto 
rickshaw driver and they had two kids, both girls. At age 
32, she was the mother of a 12 year old and a 10 year old.

There was an air o f  resignation about her, and when 1 
asked her about her current location she said with a wan 
expression. "We live at the foot of a hill, faraway from 
the town. With the meagre income that he gets, where 
else can we find a place?”

I asked no further. What was left unsaid was enough 
to give me a picture of her plight. Later, my cousin, who 
also knew her, told me more about her.

After her marriage, Sabira had to continuously fight 
adversities. She was married off into a large family, where 
her husband was the sole breadwinner. He had younger 
sisters, whose future lay on his shoulders. There was an 
aged grandparent in the family and his paraplegic mother. 
Sabira had to take care of all these people. She was not 
allowed to go for any work, due to the conservative 
thinking of the family. The only bouts of daylight Sabira 
got, were when she could visit her homeplace, on special 
occasions like this.

Sabira earnestly enquired about my family and job. 1 
told her all I could and also invited her to my house, 
knowing fully well that it might ne\ er take place.

Her prematurely aged face haunted me for many days 
after that meeting. Life was unfair to her. The Sabira I 
knew had many talents. She sang well, danced well and 
she had a naturally creative flair. She was a great leader, 
who could speak her way out of a problem situation. I 
didn’t think she got a life where any of these skills could 
be put to use.

Years passed further, and 1 rolled well into middle 
age. During a students program, conducted in a faraway 
village from our University, I was busy into the logistics 
of organising the program. As I was speaking to a group

She looked older still. There were 
grooves running from the corner of her 
lips, her forehead and her cheeks. Her 

entire frame looked weathered and 
wiry. Her hair had streaks of grey in if.

o f ladies, who was operating a stall of indigenous 
products, someone tapped me on the shoulder. Turning 
back, 1 found myself looking straight into the smiling 
eyes of Sabira.

She looked older still. There were grooves running 
from the corner of her lips, her forehead and her cheeks. 
Her entire frame looked weathered and wiry. Her hair 
had streaks of grey in it.

But she looked happy.
I asked her what she was doing there.
She replied proudly. “1 am the leader of this womens 

group. We make home made food items and market rJiem. 
We are not doing bad.”

I felt even happier. I racked my brains as to how 1 can 
deliver Sabira’s story in the most impressive manner to 
the students. Finally I gave her a ten minutes slot to 
interact with the students during the valedictorv session 
of that field program.

Later, I asked her how her children were doing, afraid, 
they also might have been married off by now.

But surprising me, Sabira said. “My elder daughter 
has become an engineering graduate and has just landed 
a job in Kochi. Younger daughter is a nursing student. 
My husband passed away a few years ago, and 1 manage 
the family with a home run business now.”

I felt very humbled and very proud of her at the same 
time. Here I was, just a beneficiary of the circumstances 
that I got. who slid into a position in life, utilizing 
opportunities that simply came my way. But there was 
Sabira, who life offered so little and yet she thrived, 
thrived well and is flowering, against all deprivations.

Sabira was like a potted plant. Destiny had placed 
her in a pot with limited resources, limited access to all 
growth factors and even limited space. But she, with her 
undefeatable will, was defying her confinement. The 
potted plant was piercing into the soil through the 
crevices of the pot, even cracking the pot. It had reached 
out to the vast earth beneath.

She was the essence of the undying human spirit, that 
can transcend boundaries, with so little tools at hand to 
manoeuvre.

COLLEGE o f  h o rticu lture
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^ i ~ r p [ '3 b  rn’nrTĵ o'ai} - u j S j g j J O S  

evoOtsujqgjlsnfy a.^rbn^£j;<a<rbnTO  

• o  ̂ e j ^ o i f c o f f i r ^ o a r ? .

(3r3a»<&f)^?b

^ r n ^ t 5 > 2 T g j S t a o o r » b

^ s l i e r y ^ c K i ®  Q Sc9f)0nrb

~jig]0a*2 nf](g^rm  ^ j j r v u t y j c e p ^ a ^ e * ’ 0

i ^ P a T ^ T V ^ O o ,

a i ; c >s  e o f m r o b  <S kS <ar>o nb 

ir )j |p ,J o n ro ]ia j gjjrnjjfZDaT3j^.gjen3. 

rafj-jjistasydST^®^ ^ J e n s o n ©  m g  

3 « e T T O ^ c ffi5 (T f5 ]f3 J IS .^ j o t T 3 .

Q )1 t© _ p r h je s r *i/ b  . 'K i f z n A a o c a o t e i  

j~O jf>tn & .~ jc0rn 2° ^ d m ' norf\(c>^6ni. 
qpcnteSUJ&rGJ^D'lb - : i © ? j » O T ' 7 0 0 « J  cSb'-J'YT’ 

A J tg e jj& vb jsX  SjrrTTrzb 

< 3 !)S f^ r t» 0 rrb  

jajojfJ^aM ><ar»j ojcrr '̂vk 
?8rGc CKPOrb-cJ] ^jrDrbcaP.
L i p ^ o e y t n '^ ^ a T d i i g ,!

o v i o ' a a o e m

Ov'"T\Lr|cS^g,0^rt7i nrdOOo.

75



6)0GOi6UB§36)s m]§1(o3 m'lnn
(D jg06n?Jd9)§ |6)S  aJffllf ffi)o gO63T3ld9t0Sc96)jnm ‘aar3rU 60T3g}aS

mosTan? orasaDogaoerfi eoji&admomo. ra^ 'lo m  aoiwo |/iJC(3 
ooamnlan^ oimaMOD goo AaJOffljaJo <s<ft(6§flJW)loej A jsk u o  
§o, «5>G)l!Pmo§1aei a®)®i<eai(i!r$, <si$L<nuci2)j0s Gnjrakrost&o 
ng)fm1njc£DjiaoQa)1 m u o^ t/o^ o  aJjejtSanojrm j. « d o  tn-i<2r3(®®Ta 

m lam ln T ila jrrn  e j m a o u x n e & e a j o  ( a m j o )  gocraM rroorml 

t u j a j a i i .  ‘6iu a j)e jo § ’ o ^ cm  sa jro le jjo  aDda&sLoocno orac 'oota^j 

sjnmj. ‘(rojoc^ocQ) cmoexsra tftg1<ea}fm A&joajajo’ n^cmoem
g o o  (ejm ntird flfB ralan^  ®ra<3«ftao.

(BTafolffliltrifieajo i^amjoAoaantiflmjo Giacofi mnacjDjasaujo, 
oaflajtDTO)l©njJ(Q>jo a ite m w e rff  goo macsoslmosi&ajTBflang 
^fl»1m^rara)o. ®0ffl3QQ)amo, anaoGDarao «njs6SRl(iu njj®06rr) 
((nmnfiSBfila&j dBsLOd&uS (^om lA-ruO 'dW ^ciOOffl^-gocueara 
c g o a s  (araai(®ffllajl<fiffij(TT)j. cruoauoom aflesmfljrafkif a jn ia j 
iftoofuiSGyjofuJ (3«fliul6m oe>«l6jgosdS>®rE:fl©o§ sowooco/lffljaDfflfl 
mo®3 gom a^«sre)-mos^ <a^ru1n£d^a®(malan$ oruonrflcu^o 
oTsmjn^oofn A e j^ g ja s  gDogl^EOCQ) <s<e>®g(Bro>lGEJ(e€>j<ft>is1 
oQajraflcajriirm]. n^m)o®S CQ>te*scr>om ce>cul®)<e)0 gejO o <fljnros 
(iOrfljoa/licS flj)afmai)oa6ni!5>jfi5ie. ij§1§jgg«T. rararruj® - ggoj 
<e:L£iOaJOL8n6U(3gjas (Ajormlaj^o (Bram<a®6rT)®Tt[)lejG6ST3ogo 
teioemlt&ySteaooDl 63®} owaomjuadlcfcGejOc&c o u ^ s lf ia jc m ] .

ojsejr^oco), a js jo ig f^ o m ) n^n-nlajraam  roarej ®®amn1rts8 coidMd 

cooonaroro) ® M j^ l§ j6r R  L«Jsac®<w^myr\M)t^[ m^nroxsroflang 
alrtrilasjo G runuaJltuom eBragjo o j ^ o a o a ^ j f M e a j r m j .  n js j  

aigrijooQ) a fleo  in ®ts)1®3 an jsjrm  ‘©(CinrSAjdnl^Vrn 
Aocrufltecraru) cuga® [oJaJ0®B}6ni. mjocnXfl^m tstjgo<fi>6isi3 
gfl<u8 o j lo jf f l l i j ls l^ a jc im  m lcojaam jm jfflla j 15' x 3 0 ' cuejln j 

fljTOlroB cru G to lejoan fi c o j ^ w o m o  m s

fisnnjcmrff. ®0(®)1 fflj®)®3 njjej(3aaj cya® 12 a6mld0aj<3 cnlerrgj
mlcTDlffijrm goo sr^ajIrfaddfcOfflroroM (3taaj1<feo eaarilne^a'l 
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Cffln&HB ngJCTU •noctura 
c s o o r r u  ' u

aaJTgJiftODJo n^gjaJOSJafcCQJJo ©ajajjjo. (nG6mC®(n5ffl)J®fl
GciDoas (mS)®oele9ajnD (D^mrao oraajtT uom l^sirrofljijo  
(BTB6BT3a(D (aarmODOSrff. n_lJ®O0)CT) cfoOejfGiS) nj)6Tjgajlgc0aj(fe

g j a s  auoonDlaj^rormlejocQJlffljomj ® i§ajlrfUtfc®6rno. e o r u i& m o
nJO(®)6!3T3UiS€> OGmOnafflfUJo OJ(36r̂ O@OĴ ffiOCQ) OJfaiLTOCSSgJo, 
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' <2®a3ocy£> fjn<3xm S n J3igam 3 ryrco&riO f  co?<nnfe <&3'Dct£>a1}'&m€\gjeJ @<4| ©emSDtSu] 

o_jlfi.<i>nnoacjao izitoorrb rfio n ^ n c/frro J le^  ~><J* w x m  cftoqjmi&odSj] trn)m b^z)^n  
asr&mGf?co& <sace>2, « o j o j  n—i?ysTs£\<r€\ 6<ft;:)«s ^ \^ ct  <|p<rrSlcoeJ o 5Taa

tnC&3«n n_«*a<5>ffl <jia_Dil^j)fSld£)«eJ«* c2J's5)Q361 «<Oo rurrr5)$ «tdx3j

Ooc£l .^Taojoao n^carftnJl^fTOoarw <n<4<p£ /swmilrrtJQrT^ r ^ r m  *x><barrtryc%° r&yarrb 
cryyf3J?>ver€\ OZancvb <sra^n^^grffi ru G rtcsu h^  ^ocnu) «<>*»£ rrfltfns

8n-Oo<6^l<5̂ 3<rT61rr-51S©fc curm  ®<3<tj3 o> u^aS ̂ dliiaD i -5*33 SoXiDcrrrii g,fe:)g_:)dT75 raxiSkaDi 

n__n̂ ~kSLi ooaoafodooocs; riiliij^' r&r^cvnm  <r5>rbaa<r>^S3,c&*&teixv5

t-i&cmaanixyrm  ozjo«K^1-^P<2J5® bo-j-’Scrj o floa  ^ x t t j  <®Ta<nj<»n£) 05 <GMfn3 / |  
jyti> (®ianrano<3o (TOfoi«Sla>o^ocnn^ r-orxri^7©a -ftjrtDpDC^gQ,? <"£raa gj ? tfnQxrfe
coor«Sffl^J(n>3c^l<n<aj o la fljJ  Sajsxiltto'ao n _ jn < i!< S jlep j^ r< 3 £ rso  o_jw dItJj)aV 5£  
<&T.ij^a<5socoao (wroajGyrrfy n-Qjp rfxmfiraf\aoD<^i] &&<ty~roi,4?><%)<frvri£)rb6,crrd
afxsxTO «o^)a^aofirjorrb rrSlrob-aoann fflOtnr3<rxn>CO>S^<»a«s <2<}<rUo a j^ o a e T i’S <sra 
cv&xrlb o>rrxfi$aib . <sr?>rtrri©^o<rr»a[Hi«rno<®o<3*s7T><> rurm

@oo<ga<na% <n&nt6(*rUnVnt GmrucO ,̂d\fte>6J2^Xr>0 a^oeoBJ

&>o€\ «rorSl§ ^<inol©0<tntO4nnr>rcr>2>ru<rxa (SfflOm j g43>vu& <r&f&QC■% p-TS^icm
dD3o- fiforyxrzSga^rra <33rr75kTrt) an& cro ayocmrn-bnrfu-rYSto^crn (^aofbzxzmotsi, aHm\ 
cO<5X3 <a>3TT3e<tnos a e t^ S l sei>G)<31rli)©5 <»raaxTu-xT5)^)<aa<®nroaoSlr* o^xytxijctA 
«rtoo^)^ja Gxsrg\&e)**rj ‘SraaS ft>(Sj<51<irrto46<J«̂ ll <4)ira>^iaSko3^ <r®<3c2)0&a«S a sr^  

axoTttxtrxSl rClo^a«>o>3crrg1n;ot) r^ejroo^rfcnol r^V noa, ,mJrf|<i3oa:><&! <®*r> <*xs>ct>zx&b 
cmrfSlw a. «nrw® e-*„i>aorom>a ttxrnii o o r ©  nwrrSlOBifr*

n-ab<a2>OJJast^znb nsy3von'*£) rKrtcvnb n5kmn& csrBf Ĵoano (^rixijxaai«r>eon^S&omr^l<oar» 
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The rain was Douring down when J woke up. and it 
was still drizzling when I picked up the slightly dampened 
newspaper and eagerly sat back in my old easy chair to 
read at leisure. A steaming cup of coffee appeared silently 
on the table by my side and I was soon immersed in the 
previous days' happenings.

The report in a small paragraph in one of the inner 
pages almost missed my notice, and the shock was intense 
when I read the news of a fire, which had broken out in 
an abandoned house and completely gutted it. A young 
man, who had recently arrived in the neighbourhood, 
was reported to have been killed. The fire was presumed 
to have been caused by an oil lamp which could have 
been the property of the deceased stranger, as the house 
had been unoccupied. However, it was not this, but the 
location of the house, which totally gripped my attention 

it was the area where 1 had spent the first year of my 
working life in a small bank. Though that was more than 
forty years ago, the description left no doubt as to which 
was the house mentioned - it was die house which had 
always been at the back of my mind, the house which 
left impressions which 1 refused to share with anyone, 
but which were as fresh as the day I had first seen it. The 
newspaper dropped into my lap as I closed my eyes and 
let the memories flow back..

It was the year 1970 and as a young man in my early 
twenties, J had just joined my first job and was enjoying 
my new found independence. 1 stayed in a lodge a short 
distance away from my workplace and an hour's walk 
twice a day through picturesque surroundings. This was 
to me, a definite pleasure. Every d ly, my steps slowed

down as I approached the gentle curve the road made 
before it traversed an expanse o f paddy fields. I always 
lingered on this stretch of the way with the same intention 
• to gaze at the house which was set a little away from 
the great rusty gates and the high wall which enclosed 
the compound.

The house was unoccupied, and was said to have been 
deserted for years. The once pretty garden was a tangle 
o f undergrow th and alm ost invisible under thickly 
twining creepers. The stories of lovingly tended roses, 
m ulticoloured dahlias and scores o f o ther seasonal 
blooms were hard to believe. Who would have thought 
that there existed under that dank vegetation a heart 
shaped pond and a fountain moulded like a dolphin? Not 
to mention a swing with a carved seat which made a 
musical sound as it swung to and fro? But they had 
existed once upon a time, the stories said.
The house was not large, but it was compact and self 
contained. To me it seemed just the right size, with pretty 
bow windows and an arched front door. Once it had been 
painted white, with a red roof, but the colours had long 
faded and dark streaks of moss and dirt stained the walls. 
There was a well by the side of what must have been the 
kitchen, but it was totally overgrown with long strands 
o f morning glory. All around the house, wild bushes 
thrived, interspersed with jack, mango, and wiki trees, 
most of which no human hand had planted.

Though both had gone to the wild, the house and 
garden had a strong fascination for me. The day 1 was 
unable to gaze my full at both, 1 was wracked by an 
unfulfilled longing, and my sleep was disturbed and filled

Jus soli



with strange dreams. There was some incomprehensible connection between the house and 1 which exerted its pull
on both my conscious and unconscious mind.

My bond with the house expressed itself in a quest to know its history and the reason lor its abandoned ■ tate. 
Enquiries of the nearest neighbours, who were situated at least a kilometre away met with a wall o f  silence, a 
reluctance to disclose the happenings which must have led to its lonely state. Some replies to my questions were 
warnings. Better not fool around with what doesn't concern you', one old man said, while another remarked, 
‘what’s happened has happened, and can 't be undone’. Needless to say, I was only all the more attracted by the 
house and its story.

One day, my curiosity was further spiked. It was dusk and 1 was, as usual, standing at the gates, mesmerised by 
the shadows flickering in the garden, when a low laugh startled me. Inside the compound beside a huge mango tree.
1 saw a young woman in a sari of undefined colours regarding me with smiling lips. Later on I would try to recreate 
her image in my mind, but only a vague figure would rise in my consciousness. What I could clearly recollect were 
her dark lustrous eyes and the mockery in her smile. I murmured some excuse about looking at the birds at which 
she laughed musically. Embarrassed at being caught staring. 1 walked hurriedly away.

I saw her once more after that. She was standing at the door which was partly open, hinting at the secrets within. 
When she saw me watching, she waved and disappeared inside. I stood there for a moment and I clearly heard a 
child’s cry. She must have brought a child with her. I thought as I went on my way.

One Sunday, 1 took the same route, both for the exercise and for a glimpse of the house, and more importantly, 
for the lady with the beautiful eyes. They were always in my thoughts, and with the foolishness of youth. I began 
to dream absurdly about a life with both. It was fate perhaps, which arranged my meeting with an old lady with a 
basket on her head right in front of the house. She was going in my direction and 1 adjusted my pace to her s much

slower one and walked companionably with her Gentle questioning brought 
out that she lived in the neighbouring town with her grandson. My interest 
was quickened when she said that she had lived in a tiny house close by when 
she was a child, but when her father died she had moved and the house had 
fallen in. 1 pressed questions on her -  had she known the inmates of ‘my' 
house? Why had it been abandoned? After a brief silence, she wanted to know 
why I was so interested. 1 told her about my feeling for the house, and how it 
looked like the place I always wanted to live in. Shyly. I also asked her about 
the woman who visited there. Was she a relative of the owners? W ho was the 
child she brought with her? She wanted to know what this lady looked like, 
and at once I was in full flow, describing her eyes, her long shining hair, and 
her bewitching smile before I caught m yself and concluded shamefacedly 
that I had seen her once or twice but had never spoken to her.

The old lady looked at me with wise eyes before entreating me not to 
linger there. Wicked things, she said, had happened in that house and it was 
best to stay clear of it. Intriguingly, she added that some people had an attraction 
that consumed all who came in contact with it, as well as themselves. 01 
course, I couldn’t leave it at that. I had to know more. I pressed her to tell me 
what had passed in that house and when she seemed reluctant, I begged and 
pleaded. Finally she relented.

It was not an unusual story but it happened in the previous century and 
had been related to her by her grandmother. It was about a happy family, with 
a father, mother and bright pretty daughter. A young girl had been brought in 
to look after the child. The mother fell mysteriously ill and died suddenly. 
Shortly after this, the father married the young girl. Then one day the shocking 
news spread that the child had been found drowned in the pond in front of the 
house, and both the father and his young wife were found dead -  the wife 
strangled and the father by hanging. (It had all the ingredients o f a modem 
day movie I thought -  romance, adultery, murder, guilt and suicide. 1 laughed 
inwardly about the blockbuster film 1 could make with the present day film



stars.) There were no near relatives and the house stayed 
on the market for several years. Then it passed through 
two or three owners, but no one stayed permanently. 
There were strange noises, eerie laughter and queer 
shadows that frightened people away. Finally the house 
was deserted and left to itself. It gained the reputation o f 
being haunted and ghostly stories were told about it.

So that was all! It was all just a story cooked up by 
fertile imaginations. 1 smilingly shook my head at the 
way rumours can dash down the reputation even of a 
house. There was nothing people were more prepared to 
believe than stories about ghosts and spirits. Throw in a 
few lights, unearthly wails and screams and you could 
ensure that people would give the area a wide berth. 
Hence the lonely state of that dear little house.

Immediately after this. I had to go home on leave as 
my father was dangerously ill. Three weeks passed before 
he was on his way to recovery and 1 returned to my job. 
On my way home after work, I recalled amusedly the 
tragedy film 1 was going to make and decided to see if 
after a long gap, the house could still work its magic on 
me. I stood at the gates and looked ny full at the house 
which wordlessly beckoned me. 1 hesitated fora moment 
and then 1 heard the sound of a musical squeaking from 
somewhere. It sounded very like a swing moving to and 
fro. It helped to make up my mind. I would enter the 
house today and satisfy my longing and curiosity. I would 
end my fruitless gazing for once and all. And. maybe, if 
I was lucky, I could see and talk to the beauty who had 
never been far from my mind.

The gates creaked as I entered the weeti infested path. 
Before I set fool inside the house, I explored the garden.
1 parted the creepers ana tall bushes and finally saw the 
old pond. Its cemented bottom was cracked in a number 
of places, and part of the side wall had caved in. The 
dolphin shaped fountain had fallen into the pond, and I 
could just see the wide affable grin on the fish’s mouth. 
A toy duck lay on its side inside the pond and as I stared 
at it, 1 heard a high childish giggle from far off. It stopped 
abruptly and I could almost believe I had imagined it.
I then pushed myself out of the thick trowth of the garden 
and walked to the front door. At close quarters the

d ilap idated  condition  o f the house was clear. T he 
windows were hanging by their hinges and thick cobwebs 
could be seen festooning the rooms behind. Without 
much hope I tried the handle and was thrilled to fird  the 
door opening. Contrary to what 1 had imagined, i: was 
dark, totally dark inside. With not a little dread, entered 
the hall. I remained still for a moment, my eyes slowly 
getting accustomed to the darkness. There wa-- a rustle 
o f wings and 1 screamed as a bat's wings brushed my 
head. Feeling slightly foolish, I continued my tour of the 
house. The kitchen smelt bad, and I realized it has been 
taken over by the bats. I moved on and opened a door to 
what turned out to be a bedroom. A bare cot was pushed 
to  a w all and th e re  too . the sm ell o f  b a ts  was 
overpow ering . I ex ited  quickly  and not expecting  
anything different, opened the door o f the last room, also 
a bedroom. But as the door opened, a feeling o f deathly 
cold enveloped me. 1 could actually feel the fingers of 
cold swirling around, and a feeling o f suffocation welled 
up in me. I am not ashamed to say that I turned and ran. 
As I passed a small alcove, 1 caught a glimpse of paintings 
hanging in the shadows. I left the house precipitately.

I asked for and obtained a transfer to bank closer to 
my hom e. T here  I m arried  and have been liv ing  
peacefully and happily with my family ever since. And 
what about the house which had so captured my fancy? 
Had it been sold in the interval and occupied by a happy 
family? Did it become a place of light and ambience as 
it had been so many years ago? Frankly, 1 had no idea. I 
had a reason, a haunting secret, which prevented me from 
wandering into that vicinity again. You see. as I leIt the 
house that night, 1 saw resting in the shadows in the 
alcove, a few framed paintings, one of a little girl with 
plaited hair, and one of a family of a father, mothe" and 
the same little girl, all smiling blissfully. But the picture 
that shocked me was that of the woman I had seen in 
front of the house - that mysterious beauty. There were 
the same lustrous eyes, the shining black tresses and the 
mocking smile which had attracted me so intensely. But 
helow that image, in gold letters, w'ere the words the 
memory of which even now, so many decades later, 
makes me catch my breath: Catherine, 1895.

9 .
Dr. M eera V. Merton 
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My Climber Friend
And I was more than happy 
To nod my head favorably
When he asked “Could I climb upon your lower branches?”

Ashish V.V.
Prayaga ‘16

So lonely and deserted was I 
On that place of complete desolation 
Me being just the shrub I am 
Stood all day and night 
Doing nothing special.
Neither did I have anyone 
To share my feelings with 
Nor anyone to soothe my heart

But at Last I was gifted 
W ith a hope to cling on 
I saw close to my eyes 
On that cold and foggy morning 
A grain... So tiny yet so firm,
Oh... Foolish me... It was a seed 
But of what?

I had to wait for days for an answer 
During which I cared my little friend 
W ithin my limitations;
I held him firm to the ground 
W ith my roots...

Spread my leaves around him 
To give him warmth 
Many nights did I spend 
Sleepless and restless 
To keep him safe from those naughty birds

Then came the day of my Life 
When my friend gave me 
The first sight of his green 
i would have jumped up in delight 
But for my roots which fixed me to the 
ground
Days went by and my friend grew up 
Firmer and stronger.
It was then I took him to be a grape vine

^ CO LLEG E  OF HOTSCULT'JRE JUS Soil

That was the beginning 
Of our intimacy
W ith me acknowledging his desire 
To climb up my flowering branches 
In a month's time
Every nook and corner of myself did he 
Taking possession of my flower buds 
That never got a chance to bloom 
And bound me so strong that

I could barely move my branches 
My leaves gave way for his 
And he enclosed me 
W ithin his greeny shade.

I felt all the pain, breathless- 
But never complained. 
Because he was my 
The friend I was awdiui 
All my time.

But the next w inter 
He grew stronger and I weaker 
It was then that he opened up 
That he can no longer look after 
So old and weak a being tike me 
Goodbye was a ll he said 
When he took his tendrils off me 
Warning him or its harm 
I told him not to - But he

And the next moment,
I found him standing 
W ith nothing to 
But I did not 
A day was 
When at last the cold winter wind 
Took him apart
The next morning, I found my friend. 
Motionless and dead.
I just wept and wept
Lamenting the loss of the only friend I had.
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Rhyme of the Wrold

Post truth and Youthquake 
Shut up! For god’s sake 
Every word for every year 
They call it word of the year

Korea has a bomb, hasn’t they?
US too has one, but Korea, NO W AY.,.,!
Israel has also got one in self defense 
Oh God! No better nonsense

Globe is warming, is it not?
Put that AC on, it’s damn hot!
Melting ice and rising sea 
Sorry, let me leave, I have a GB free

Muslims, get out! Shouts Burma 
Kill and loot in the name of dharma 
It’s a holy war, a noble karma 
Please, stop this melodrama!!

There’s no planet B 
So before we plead guilty 
Let’s conserve the one with pity 
If not, we are no more than shitty

Rhyme o f the world doesn’t end 
LQL!! I doubt it beyond this weekend 
Cause our government found it an offend 
But tell them, this is Godsend.
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og)amD ru©osj<maajsj©ra1<m1§l£j. Cnj(fij(i,rtS)1 n^anm oraGearo) 
CQiaooD (BrarucmDCQdlejoaajauj. rruoLealajlifiajcmj. mlfftajj, 
©>lcQ)lejo<eojm)j. ^^(/ojroang dftifflailffljtmjiejgl
^oaDlajcTujaojeftlffii amjnadj,a0 (3ra(.njo)om1cQ)ocQ)1 a63T3iGojO 
aijaocculffljamj,’ (nJca^aflacDiceajolaj aGcnotiDffiaocin ajla  
njad9aj<feo0 offl<pj«nl afu<6aj<fl) aoi®a^j {/jomjoleal aaJQaifom 
LoJ<fti©)lcQ)jas crunrojalrtjioojcmnacsDccujo mlamMirjlamcoijo 
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cruocAfflilA ojIg ôqjM ©racnlnudlffliaooQ) a©j omajon©ral 
mjajcmltoS roanj ao(3(̂ 6ST3goar)jgga©)rrn monruilsl njoco)) 
ogj. SdJOfflotEsaAgjo (3t0|©iaaja5iJcooQ)jo ruga^joslAaejjAgjo 
mooflieajcTT) s1a©gj©(T©)o ajffljm)©)jnja© ©)1(6©tojo (aisjejcrô , 
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D em eter, the goddesses of Harvest in 

Greek mythology has a  beautiful 
daughter named Persephone. Hades, 
the god o f  the underworld, desperate 
for a lover, kidnapped her and made 
her his bride. As a result, Demeter 

becam e depressed and all the crops in 
earth began to die. Seeing the crisis, 
God Zues, also the brother o f Hades 

hit a truce. He allowed Dem eter to take 
her daughter ha lf a year, and for the 

remaining half o f the year, she was to 
be with Hades. The first half of the 
year, when Demeter reunites with 

Persephone, we have the sum m er and 
spring. In the remaining six months. 
Persephone stays with Hades in the 

underworld and Dem eter grieves and 
laments, and then we have autumn and 

winter. The cycle o f seasons is 
explained as thus in the Greek

mythology.
v _____________ 1 ,

~\ r
Fidel Castro first introduced this 

vegetable into Cuba. To bring more 
land under its cultivation, Castro 

ordered his officials to collect seeds 
from Tamil Nadu and Kerala and 
study its cultivation. Castro once 
wrote “ it is the only plant that has 

every amino acid. With proper 
planting and m anagement, its green 

leaf production can exceed 300 
tonnes per hectare in an year." It's 
called the M iracle tree or the ‘Poor 

m an's crop and rich m an’s food’. 
The crop that was so dearest to 

Castro is none other than M uringa.

f  n  "\
R am adhanya Charita written by the

K annada poet Kanaka Dasa is a poetic
expression o f conflicts between rich and
poor classes where he uses Ramadhanya

Ragi (staple food o f poor and high in
nutrients) and ricefmain food o f rich but
not as rich in nutrients) to synonym ously

represent rich and the poor. The story goes
like this, once ragi and rice had a conflict

on their superiority. They both went before
Lord Rama to argue their case. Rama

ordered both o f them to be put in prison for
6 months. After 6 months, when they were

both taken out, rice had rotten but the
hardy ragi survived. Rama then blessed

Ragi and from that day onwards ragi came
to be known as Ramadhanya

■__________________________________________________Z

T h e  first Kerala produce to get a GI tag was Pokkali 
rice. Following which Vazhakulam Pineapple. 

W ayanadan rice varieties like G andhakasala and 
Jeerakashala, Tirur Betel vine. Central Travancore 

Jaggery and Chengalikodan Nendran also obtained the 
tag. The latest to jo in  the list is the world renowned 

Nilam bur le a k . It’s so fam ous that the Rolls R oyce’s 
G host series luxury cars which costs about two to three 

crores. imports teaks from  N ilam bur to furnish its 
interior.

Lord Krishna in the form of an old sage 
challenged the king of Ambalapuzha to 
a chess game. If the sage won, the prize 
would be one grain of rice on ihe first 

square, two on the second square and so 
on. Unaware of the extremity of 

geometric progression, the King agreed. 
Lord Krishna, of course won the game 

and when King started placing the 
grains as per their previous agreement, 
he was astonished to find that all his 
kingdom’s grains won’t be enough to 
satisfy even half of the chess board. 
Then Krishna revealed his true form 

and advised the King to serve Payasam 
to his devotees as a substitute. Thus was 

horn the legendry Ambalapuzha 
Palpayasam.

v _

T h e  national gene bank o f our country 
is NBPGR. Everyone know r it, but 

how m any o f you have heard about a 
global gene bank, the ultimate 

repository o f every crop gene. Well, 
it’s located in a place called Svalbard 

in Norway. Designed to withstand 
earthquakes and nuclear bombs, this 

vault boasts o f about 91akh sam ples o f 
seeds, all preserved in perm afrost 

conditions. The alternate name o f this 
vault is rightly coined as "The 

doomsday vault” , hinting that if a 
doom sday in future destroys all but 
some o f the mankind, the remaining 

can restart agriculture and civilization 
from here. Interesting...Is it net?

' V r i v / d

B iocon, India’s largest pharm a company 
founded by Kiran M azum dar Shan in 

1978, started out in a rented garage with 
just two employees with an Initial 

corpus o f 10,000 rupees. Althr ugh now 
a pharmaceutical giant, their maiden 

product was papain which is extracted 
from the Papaya fruit to prevent beer 

from turning hazy.
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a^ĵ owToflrnjffljnJffilccBOtoil ssTajVDidfoOfiJo a jy ja im ja jg g  s© j 

dilsl m)3afi3®-6ru(TU)650u8 mjaraorol^joerr) ©rej <fcejoet(D> 
s1a ll® o  ©rarumjorrn^j®.

(T\JGCT)af>nJJ(8Cy 0....



2008
cs<fij(D§ Aocinadltft, (TU(^ajd9iaoLfooojgDic^g)ruascQ)jgg ou(3a| 

(B jaoosoaofcg lea ajIapflitBiQl <B)}6ii)1<o>(i)}da>g1<53 mlcmjo
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Jus soli meaning ‘right o f the soil’, commonly refered to as ‘birthright 
citizenship’, is the right of anyone born in the teritory of a state to nationality 
or citizenship. Albeit, many countries still follow Jus soli as their sole 
benchmark for citizenship, some countries including India has resorted to 
much restricted form of it like Jus sanguinis which permits citizenship based 
on the ‘right of blood’. To be exact, Jus sanguinis refers to citizenship 
inherited through parents and not by birthplace alone.



r a n  p |
JEBRAJ A J O S E P H  J O S E S U B U N U K

P b 1

\ j ?

m a z e e r t k  n i z a r k

y ^  •w•*I

2 ? M  

^ 0 °  ?

C 3

SUHAIIJ T

’ V

JOE M LOUIS

m

V>i
V I S A S H D  ^ Y O O B K C MANEESH M

1 1
m u s w 1 0  < $ & $ *

H I  T T J
te f m nH

YUNUS C A SHAHAB JUO JOSEPH ANIL S

JA M A L U D H E E N  a
sABAR/\^TfJ ;

NISAK P M
ARJUN T P K

ANIRUDH k  c

/  l e g a c y  t f  q c c )  ? e e h  l a s t  f a t t t o t t . .





St u d e n t s ’ u n i o n  2016-17

1 ’

w

Dr. C. George Thomas
Associate Dean &  Patron

Dr.D.Girija
Associate Patron

c l
h

Anirudh K.C.
President

Aashika Sasi idran
Vice President

Abhin P.K.
General Secretary

Nitha Rafi
Joint Secretary

Asif Afi P.
Arts Club Secretary

Vivek M.C.
Student Editor

Akhil K.P. Rahui Raj M. Hiba T. Reshma S Nair
Sports Club Secretary S.S. League Secretary Planning Forum Secretary Quiz Club Secretary

niversity Union Councillors

Selva V.P. Muhammed Anees M,

H



Class Representatives

Dr. Berin Pathrose
Advisor, Arts Club
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Union Report 2016 - ‘17

It is with great pride and privilege that, I present before you the Students Union report tor the academic year 
2016-17. A long period of stupendous achievements characterized the Students’ Union 2016-'17, achieving peak 
excellence in both curricular and extra-curricular activities.

The Union report reflects the performance and achievements of the students as well as the various activities that 
were undertaken under the aegis of different clubs of the Students’ union. The Students Union was highly successful 
in bringing out new ideas that will leave an indelible mark of acuity and excellence. The role played by the Union in 
inspiring and guiding the students to push their limits beyond their comfort zone is highly praiseworthy. This, I am 
sure has equipped the students with skills and competence that will help them face the intricacies of the future.

The incumbent members of the Students' Union 16-17 are as follows

President Anirudh K. C.

Vice President Aashika Sasindran

General Secretary Abhin P. K.

Joint Secretary Nitha Rafi

Arts Club Secretary Asif Ali P.

Student Editor Vivek M. C.

Sports Club Secretary Akhil K. P.
S. S. League Secretary Rahul Raj
Planning Forum Secretary Hiba T.

Quiz Club Secretary Reshma S. Nair

Councillors to the University Union Selva V. P. 
Muhammed Anees 
Arjun P. K.

Class Representatives Justin Sabu (2016) 
Akshay Kumar (2015) 
Abinsha Ashraf (2014) 
Sajay S (2013)
Abid V (P. G.)

The Students’ Union was framed with Dr. C. George Thomas as the Patron and Dr. D. Girija as the Associate Patron. 
The following members took charge as the staff advisors of the Union.

Dr. Berin Pathrose : Advisor, Arts club
Dr. Jose Joseph : Staff Editor
Dr. Jayasree Krishnankutty : Advisor, Planning forum
Dr. T. I. Manoj : Advisor, Sports club
Dr. Beena V. I. : Advisor. Social Service League
Dr. Sharon C. L. : Advisor, Quiz club

The Union activities could bring out excellence and novelty only because of the whole hearted support and 
guidance offered by the staff advisors. For that, we are highly indebted to their support and cooperation.

Jus solf
___________________________________________ 1 3 5COLLEGE OF HORTICULTURE



Inauguration
Nothing would have made a better beginning to 

Students’ Union 16-17 than MALHAR 17. As the rhythm 
of destiny danced to its mellifluous rendition; the evening 
was in a word ’grandiloquent’. The Union 16-17 was 
inaugurated by Hon. V. D. Satheeshan M L.A, KPCC 
Vice President that made us all ears. Chief Guest for the 
evening, Dr. Leena Kumari, Registrar of KAU, led the 
oath taking ceremony wherein our Union leaders pledged 
com m itm ent and loyalty . The d istingu ished  guest 
M.V.R. Krishna Teja I.A.S unveiled the wall magazine 
“Jigsaw” dedicated to our beloved Femi chechi. Sachin 
Warrier, the renowned playback singer was the right man 
for the occasion. His charismatic persona and melodious 
voice made us all rave. He inaugurated the Arts Club and 
‘Horti Tarang’, a music band of our own. A valedictory 
was also given to our previous union members and staff 
advisors were honored with mementos.

Arts Club
Under the able leadership of Mr. Asif Ali P. as secretary, 

and the wisdom and dynamism offered by the advisor 
Dr. Berin Pathrose, the arts club did its work quite 
admirably. The ‘magnum opus’ of students union, the 
Interclass arts and literary Fest- S ARGA 17 was conducted 
from 18'h to 20* May. The programme was inaugurated 
by Dr. Latha Bastine (Associate Dean i/c). For three days, 
a battle between creative talents of the college raged. 
TAURUS "14 were adjudged winners and GAGNANTS 
‘15 finished second. Ms. Reshma Ravi P of Taurus’14 
was crow ned the Kalathilakam  and Mr. Sarin S of 
Taurus’ 14 bagged the Kalaprathibha title. Mr. Arjun P K 
of Gagnants’ 15 won the Best Actor award while the Best 
Actress of the event was shared by Ms. Badariya P.S. of 
Taurus’14 and Ms. Sreelakshmi ofGagnants’15. The Best 
Skit Artist was Ms. Sreshma C K of Taurus’14. A new 
title of Best Promising Star of event was introduced and 
it was bagged by Mr. Om Prakash of Prayaga’ 16.

In the in tercollegiate arts festival RJTHU 2K17 
conducted by the University union, our college maintained 
the winning streak by becoming champions for the sixth 
consecu tive  tim e, a double hat-trick  fo r the team  
HORTICOS. Ms. Amrutha Varanya made the college 
proud by becoming Kalathilakam in the event.

A film festival ‘ORU KATHA SOLLATUMA’ was 
conducted from October 11th to 16*. Films of all genres
were exhibited and the festival had a wide reception.
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Magazine Club
Magazine club 16-17 functioned efficiently under the 

directions of Student editor, Mr. Vivek M. C. and the much 
dignified Staff editor, Dr. Jose Joseph. On 16’h January 
2017, Magazine club brought about a new wall magazine 
named “Jigsaw” dedicated to our beloved Femi Chechi, 
for whose soul, we prayed blessings and peace. It was 
inaugurated by Mr. Krishna Teja IAS in the presence of 
Hon. V. D. Satheeshan MLA, Dr, Leena Kumari, Sachin 
Warrier, Dr. C. George Thomas and Dr. D. Girija.

An inter-class literary festival was organized as a part 
of SARGA 17. A hand written magazine competition was 
also conducted in connection with Sarga 17. in which 
T aurus’ 14 and P aray ag a’ 17 shared the first prize. 
Ms. Athira Venigopal bagged the title of Sahithya prathiba 
and Ms. Reshma Ravi P. became the Chithra prathiba of 
Sarga 17. Above all, magazine club played a significant 
role in intercollegiate arts and literary fest bv securing 
crucial points in the off-stage and literary events.

Sports Club
The sports club of Students’ Union 16-17 was led by 

Mr. Akhil K. P. as secretary and Dr. T. I, Manoj as advisor. 
The club conducted the inter-class sports fest ‘INSIGNIA 
2017’, inaugurated by Associate Dean, Dr. C. George 
Thomas.

In basketball men’s tournament TAURUS’ 14 won the 
championship and JABOLGIANS fetched the second 
place. In basketball women TA U R U S’ 14 were the 
champions, while GAGNANTS’15 became the runners 
up. In interclass football tournament TAURUS’14 won 
the championship and JABOLGIANS were the runners 
up. In interclass cricket tournament TAURUS’ 14 w'on the 
championship and JABOLGIANS were the runners up. 
In the interclass volleyball tournament JABOLGIANS 
won the championship and TAURUS’ 14 were the runners 
up. In the interclass table tennis m en’s tournam ent 
TAURUS’14 won the championship and JABOLGIANS 
were the runners up. In the interclass table tennis women 
TAURUS’ 14 won the championship and GAGN ANTS’ 15 
w ere the runners up. In in terc lass carrom s m en’s 
tournam ent TAURUS’14 won the cham pionship and 
JABOLGIANS were the runners up. In the carrom s 
wom en PRAYAGA’ 16 won the cham pionsh ip  and 
TAURUS’ 14 were the runners up. For the interclass chess 
competition men’s JABOLGIANS won the championship
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and PRAYAGA’ 16 were the runners up. For the interclass 
chess com p etitio n  w om en, T A U R U S ’ 14 won the 
championship and JABOLGIANS were the runners up.
A football league, Horti Monsoon Super League (HMSL) 
season 2 was organized during 24* to 26* September. 
Competition was among four houses, Orange, Blue, Green 
and Red. Orange house won the championship.

In the in terco lleg ia te  c rick e t tournam ent, team  
HORTICOS won the runners up trophy. The college under 
the sports club hosted the intercollegiate Basketball- 
V olleyball tournam ent SPO R TIR A  2017. Team 
HORTICOS won the championship trophy for Basketball 
women’s for the sixth consecutive year. The sports club 
also organized an event to show our support for FIFA 
under 17 Football World Cup hosted by India.

Quiz Club
Under the vibrant leadership of Ms. Reshma S. Nair 

as secretary and Dr. Sharon C. L as advisor, the club 
excelled and brought laurels to the college. In connection 
with M onth o f Agronom y, a quiz com petition  was 
conducted in college. An Entomology quiz was organized 
for KAU School Students in relation with the Month of 
Plant Protection. A film quiz entitled ‘BUJIKALUDE 
NATTIL ORIDAVELA’ was organized on 11* October 
2017 in association with the Film festival. Mr. Nidhin 
Raj and Ms. Rifa Ashin P. won the first prize. A general 
quiz in assoc ia tion  w ith  R eaders Forum  was also  
conducted. Mr. Hubaib Hassan C. A. represented the 
college in Blue Ocean Management B-Quiz conducted 
by CCBM College and won third prize. Mr. Nidhin Raj 
and Mr. Rahul Raj partic ipated  in the general quiz 
conducted by LIC, Thrissur. Mr. Hubaib Hassan C.A. and 
Mr. Nidhin Raj represented the college in Reverberate 
World Quizzing Championship held at Calicut.

Social Service League
Under the able leadership of Mr. Rahul Raj as secretary 

and Dr. Beena V. I. as advisor, the club made worthy 
achievements. The club took the lead role in raising funds 
for charity activities, especially for those who suffer from 
diseases such as cancer. The visit to charitable trust near 
Mangalam dam, Palakkad district under the club was 
m em orable for the students. The club succeeded in 
understanding the pulse and needs of student and staff 
community. The renovation of the whole notice hoards
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provided for the students in the college, maintenance of 
Um brella corner, replacing with new filters in water 
purifiers in various floors of the college building were 
under the initiative of social service league.

Planning Forum
The forum carried out its activities under the able 

leadership of Ms. HibaT. as the secretary and Dr. Jayasree 
Krishnankutty as the advisor. Planning Forum conducted 
a debate on 5th January 2 0 17 on the topic “Demonetization 
and cashless economy” which was mediated by Dr.Philip 
M. Sabu, D irector of MBA programme, CCBM. The 
debate put into test the students' debating skills and how 
they follow the contemporary issues. A motivational class 
on “Maximizing your potentials” was arranged for l 51 and 
2nd year UG students handled by an eminent motivational 
speaker Mr. Dennis Thomas.

Readers’ Forum
Readers’ forum was led by Ms. Aashika Sasindran as 

student co-ordinator and Dr. A. T. Francis as staff co
ordinator. Forum played a key role in improving the 
reading habits of the students and arranged platforms to 
showcase their literary flair.

An exhibition board for Readers’ forum was installed 
in the college premise to display synopsis, reviews, and 
sum m aries o f various renowned literary works. The 
reading week celebration organized by the Readers’ forum 
in association with KAU Central library was inaugurated 
by M alayalam poet Sri. P. N. Gopi Krishnan. A quiz 
competition and reading competition was also conducted 
in connection with the same. Onam celebration was jointly 
conducted by R eaders’ forum, Symphony and KAU 
central library.

National Service Scheme
NSS unit conducted various programmes under the 

able leadership of student co-ordinators Mr. Arunkumar
C. and M s. S reshm a C. K., under the guidance of 
programme co-ordinators Dr. Berin Pathrose and Dr. Mini 
Shankar.

A survey  w as conduc ted  in the M adakkathara  
Panchayat with the active participation of students, staff, 
Agriculture officer and other panchayat representatives 
to study the underground water status. In connection with 
the Earth day celebrations, bird baths were placed at
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different arenas of the college. 14lh National Youth 
parliament competition, organised by the Ministry of 
Parliamentary affairs was held in the college in which 
our college team performed extremely well under the 
guidance and instructions of our staff co-ordinators.

In connection with the Anti-drug campaign -  ‘Venda 
Bro' organised by Thrissur city police, they conducted 
various programmes like flash mob and rally emphasising 
the theme of detrimental effects of drug addiction. In 
addition, our students also participated in a flash mob 
competition held at Trissur town. A fund rising programme 
for the SOS, Thrissur was also organised by the NSS unit 
in this tenure. Under the initiative of the unit, students 
also visited an oiphanage near Kalathodu and prepared a 
Kitchen garden in the orphanage prem ises with the 
involvement of the inmates. A cleaning programme was 
a lso  arranged  in the C om m unity  H ealth  C en tre , 
Thottapady.

Three day camp conducted for the first year students 
in Wagamon received great feedback since it provided 
them with an opportunity to explore the nature and interact 
with the natives. We were also fortunate enough to supply 
food for the patients and bystanders in the Thrissur district 
hospital.

Other Activities
Students’ Union activities began with Christm as 

celebration on 22nd December 2016 which was a day of 
joy for HORTICOS family.

The union’s decision to celebrate each month as a 
commemoration of each department has drawn praise. 
This allowed the students to be more updated about the 
subject by reading related articles and news which was 
published on a notice board specially made for this 
purpose. Students Union in association with Dept, of 
Agronomy conducted a mini pulse exhibition cum food 
fest on 19th January named ‘Kanjiyum Payarum’. Students' 
Union in association with Dept, of Plant Pathology and 
Dept, of Agricultural Entomology organised an exhibition 
‘C R EA TU R A ’. The p rogram m e received  p ositive  
reception from the faculty. A wonderful effort paid off 
with good participation from students and staff of college 
till the end. GEN ERA  was yet another exh ib ition  
conducted on 27th April in association with Dept, of Plant 
Breeding and Genetics and Dept, of Seed Science and 
Technology. Students’ Union 2016-17 in association with
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Dept, of Agricultural Extension, conducted an extension 
eve INSPIRE 2K17 with wide variety of programmes like 
management games, puzzles, etc. Students' Union in 
association with Dept, of agricultural Biotechnology and 
Dept, of Agricultural Microbiology conducted a debate 
on GM crops and a class on Waste management.

Students' Union 2016-17 conducted a Felicitation 
programme on 20th April 2017 to honour three eminent 
personalities, who excelled in their profession with 
valuable achievements. Dr. Sudheer K. P. (Prof. Dept, of 
Agricultural Engineering, COH), Dr. P. Sureshkumar (Prof 
and Head RTL, COH) and Dr. T. I Manoj (Prof & Head 
Dept, of Physical Education,)

Students' Union bid a heartfelt and emotional farewell 
function ‘VO LAMHE’ to our loving seniors of Aagneya 
13. The Union conducted the freshers’ day programme 
and talent exhibition for the PG (CERTEZA 17) and for 
UG first years (KISMATHAANU MAKKALE) on 6ft and 
19th October of 2017.

Students’ Union was successful in bringing out - 
HORTI TARANG a Music band of our own. The Union 
played a pivotal role in bringing funds to buy musical 
instruments from PTA. A DSLR camera and a Handy 
Cam were also brought at the behest of the Union. Also, 
a water cooler was bought and installed on the corridor 
premises of the college.

The union records its gratitude to the teachers of the 
college and also our beloved seniors for their unending 
support and timely counsel. The Students’ Union has 
always stood up to the demands of time and fate with 
remarkable resilience and integrity. All those efforts to 
undermine the stability of this institution was relegated 
and demeaned by the Union. It was possible only due to 
the relentless support and courage shown by the students 
and teaching faculty at times of adversity. Once and again, 
the Union reiterate its com m itm ent to professional 
integrity because at the end of the day, it’s your profession 
that gives you honor and life. Urging all of you to keep 
up the spirit, let me take my leave...

Yours’ Sincerely 
Abhin P.K. 

General Secretary 
Students’ Union 2 0 16 -‘17
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M en’s Hostel Union Report 2016-‘17

It is with great pride and elation that I present before 
you the Pampa M en’s Hostel Union report. The Hostel 
Union took charge on 6'hMarch 2017. From the outset 
itself, the union has been both proactive and extra 
ordinarily blessed.

Along with the hard work and ingenuity of the Hostel 
Secretary, Joint Hostel Secretary Mr. Arjun P. K„ the 
union members and inmates worked in tandem for the 
smooth functioning of the hostel. The mission to improve 
conditions and facilities of the hostel was further boosted 
by the timely support and advice of our beloved Warden, 
Dr. C. George Thom as and Assistant Warden, Dr. K. 
Surendra Gopal. In addition, the past year has witnessed 
sustained efforts by the clubs to make hostel life more 
enriching and wholesome through enhanced facilities and 
activities.

Infrastructure And Maintenance
For maintenance and repair, a fund of worth Rs. 8 

lakh was approved to cater the needs of the inmates. For 
enriching the residential facilities of the hostel, the union 
installed protective wire mesh in the second block to 
prevent the menace of snakes and mosquitoes. The Union 
also bought utensils and other equipm ents that were 
needed for the kitchen.extended the parking area and laid 
interlocks on the same.Patchworks on the mess hall and 
inmates’ rooms were carried out.Repair works were done 
to the damaged windows and doors.

Recreation Club
The club carried out the function under the able 

leadership of Mr. Sibin K. For improving the recreational 
facilities of the hostel, a new TV was purchased along 
with a HD set top box. The subscriptions for various 
publications were also done. For enriching the sports 
activ ities, a football fest titled  ‘Fu tsaal-2K 18’ was 
o rg a n ise d .T h e  c lu b  also  co n d u c te d  a film  fest 
“LIMELIGHT 2 K 18” from 18lh-21,hJanuary 2018. Also, 
the wall magazine “VARANDHA” featured the artistic 
and literary talents of the inmates.

Computer Club
Under the leadership of Mr. Sreekumar S. V., the club 

solved all the problems regarding the Wi-Fi connections 
and the entire hostel is now Wi-Fi enabled.The printing 
facilities were now extended to all the inmates on a paid 
basis.Two new joysticks were also bought to enhance 
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the gaming experience at the computer club.Two existing 
computers were also repaired.

Store
The store operated under the leadership of Mr. Amal 

Babu. It catered the needs of the inmates and brought 
profits for the mess. All necessary commodities were 
provided to the inmates on a paid basis.

Garden Club
Under the leadership of Mr. Ashique E., the club had 

a distinguished run. The club prepared a permanent bush 
on the sides of the entrance road and carried out other 
gardening activities like planting a large num ber of 
vegetable crops which provided fresh vegetables to the 
m ess. R egular m aintenance o f hostel prem ises was 
ensured by cutting grasses and weeds in the surrounding 
area.Plenty of fruit trees and other forest trees were also 
planted in the hostel premises.

Floor Representatives
Remyamol. Anitrosa Innocent, Muhammed Murthala 

C.N., Akhil T. Thomas, Jaseel R. did a commendable 
job and found enthusiasm in noticing any defects in their 
respective floors and actively participated in rectifying 
them .They provided sufficient light and fans in every 
rooms and repaired leaked taps and locks.

Celebrations Conducted
Onam was celebrated by making Onasadhya in the 

hostel. Diwali was celebrated by lighting the hostel and 
firing the crackers during night. Iftar was celebrated by 
conducting an iftar feast to the inmates.A big Christmas 
star and a crib was also made by the inmates to adorn the 
hostel during Christmas.Freshers’ day for both UG and 
PG inmates and a party for the office bearers of Students 
U n io n '17-18 were also organised.

Overall the hostel union was fuelled with enthusiasm 
and determination to make the activities and facilities 
for the hostel inmates as better as possible. Each member 
o f the union whole heartedly supported the Union by 
making every programme a success. We worked together 
on the view that the future inmates of the hostel should 
have a very comfortable environment to study and also 
to enjoy their hostel life.

Yours faithfully 
Saleesh N. V.

Hostel Secretary
--------------------------------------------------  - ( 3 9

COLLEGE OF HORTICLOlPE



Ladies’ Hostel Report 2016* ‘17

It is with great pride and dignity I present before you 
the Ladies Hostel Union Report 2016-17. The hostel 
union took charge on 14* M arch 2017.The various 
activities undertaken by the hostel union were boosted 
by the support of our beloved W arden Dr.C.George 
Thomas along with the immeasurable support of our 
former Asst, warden Dr. Haseena Bhaskar and then by 
the incumbent Asst, warden, Dr.Beena V.I.The sincere 
e ffo rts  o f  our dear m atrons S m t.In d ira  D evi and 
Sm t.G irija were also com m endable. The support of 
Ms.Rakhi P.,Joint hostel secretary also helped me in 
carrying out all the activities of the union. With the whole 
hearted support of all union members and inmates we 
could successfully carry out the functioning of the hostel.

Infrastructure and Maintenance
For enriching the hostel residence facilities,the union 

took keen interest in the maintenance of hostel building. 
The Union also took initiative in installing mosquito nets 
in all rooms of the hostel. Hostel union also bought a 
new w ater p u rifie r ,re frig e ra to r,u ten s ils  and o ther 
equipments needed for the kitchen.Rat proofing was also 
done in the kitchen and store rooms.

Recreation Club
Under the eminent leadership of Ms.Asharavi Bhanu, 

the ac tiv ities  o f R ecreation club w ere carried  out 
efficiently.Club created a new spoils room for indoor 
games like carrom, table tennis and chess. Badminton 
court was equipped with Hood lights.Club also conducted 
a film festival “CASABLANCA 2K I7” where films of 
various genre were shown.

Garden Club
Under the leadership o f M s.D ilja K .M .,the club 

maintained the garden well and good. Club also planted 
fruit trees in the vacant spaces in hostel premises. Efforts 
to transform  the hostel frontage into an aesthetically

pleasing one have been successful. Regular maintenance 
of hostel premises was ensured by cutting grasses and 
weeds in the surrounding area at regular intervals.

Store
The store operated under the leadership of Ms. Shuhda 

Nalakath and Ms. Badariya PS. Different items required 
for the inmates were easily made available through the 
store. It has functioned regularly taking into account the 
needs of all inmates.

Computer Club
C o m p u te r c lu b  was well m a in ta in ed  by 

Ms.Sreesha.An uninterrupted Wi-Fi system even in the 
absence of electricity was provided with the help of an 
inverter system.

Mess
Mess was successfully coordinated by Ms. Anisha 

A. and Ms. Sikha Raju.The decision to run the hostel 
mess by students themselves was a challenging one.

Floor Representatives
Chijina, Nishidha C.T., Priya Augustin, Athira K., 

D eena S eb as tian , R eshm a, Sana A bdu l S am ad, 
AnaghaV.Gopal being the floor representatives.played a 
key role in the hostel union, ensuring maintenance of 
amenities in their respective floors.

Celebrations Conducted
Hostel union conducted different celebrations such 

as Onam,Diwali and Christmas. The hostel union also 
conducted a farewell party “Appooppanthadikal" to our 
beloved seniors.

Yours faith fu lly  
A nna Em m anuel 
H ostel Secretary
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RESULTS
Inter Collegiate Arts & 

Literary Festival Winners 2016-17

I. Poetry(English) I s' Nidhin Raj
2nd Hubaib Hassan C.A.

2.Poetry (Hindi) 3rd AthiraVenugopal

3.Essay(English) 1st Ashish V.V.

4.Story(English) 1“ Ashish V.V.

5.Poster making 1“ Reshma Ravi P.

6.Collage 3rd Shilpa R. & Sibin K.

7.Cartoon 2nd Akshay Kumar

8.Clay Modelling l sl Sibin K. & Krishna V.R.

9.Flower arrangement l sl Asif Ali P. & Abhin P.K.
3«i Saleesh N.V.&Vivek M.C.

10.Fabric Painting 3rd M egha L.M.

11. Vegetable Carving 1st Sibin K. & Badariyya P.S.
2nd Reshma Ravi P. & Anjitha H.

12.Rangoli 2nd Sibin K. & Sreethu M.J.

13,Mehandi Is’ Haneena K.M.

14.Elocution(M alayalam) 2^ Sugina P.

15.Recitation(English) 3rd AthiraVenugopal

16.Light Music (Male) l sl Sarin S.

17.Light Music(Female) 2nd Pooja A.

18.1nstrumental Music-String Is' Aswathi C.K.

19.1nstrumental Music-Wind Is' Aswin Varghese

20. Folk Dance 2nd Athira Ravindran

21. Mock Press 1st Bijumon P.K.

22.Fancy Dress 3rd Sreshma C.K.

23.Monoact 3rd Sreshma C.K.

24.Mimicry 3rd Sarin S.

25,Mohiniyatam 1st AmrithaVaranya

26. B harathanaty am [S. AmrithaVaranya

27,Kuchipudi r AmrithaVaranya

28.Adaptune(Male) 2Rd Hubaib Hassan C.A.

29.Synchro Dance 1" Keerthana Jayarajan & Rose Mary

30.Group Music(Malayalam) Is' Sarin S., Pooja A., Anagha V. Gopal, Deena Sebastian, Ananya P.S.,
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31 .Western Group Song

32.Patriotic Song

33.Group Dance 

34.0ppana

35.Ad-zap

36.Quiz

3rd

3Td

2nd

2nd

1st

Sikha Raju, Sreesha M.. Shafna Thorakkal, Anjali P., Sibin K. 

Sarin S., Reshma Ravi P., Athira B., Aswin Varghese, Mahe-h 

Mohan, Pooja A., Asha John, Rose K. Alex. Sana Abdul Samad, 

Varadha, Gayathri V.P.

Sarin S.. Ananya P.S., Sreesha M., Sikha Raju, Sibin K., Pooja A. 

Anagha V. Gopal, Deena Sebastian, Anjitha H., Vishnudas T.N. 

Rin Rose Antony, Amritha Varanya, Gopika Sathees, Arya R.C.. 

Anagha M.U., Nayana Narayanan, Deena Sebastian 

Sreesha M., Sreelakshmi K.B., Vandhana P.K., Athira Shajin, 

Maneesha Mohan, Akshaya Aliyas, NehaUnni, Anagha V. Gopal, 

Pooja A., Shafna Thorakkal, Athira Ravindran, Ananya P.S.. 
Sikha Raju

Sreshma C.K., Athira Venugopal, Jaseel, Shinu Thomas 

Sandra Jose. Vinu K.S.

Hubaib Hassan C.A. & Arun Thazhath

Inter Collegiate Sports & 
Games Winners 2016-17

Cricket Runners Up:

Abhin P.K.. Abinsha Ashraf. Akhil K. P.. Akhil Raj, Jyothish Babu, Saleessh N.V., Shuhaid M., Vinu K.S., 

Vivek M. C., Kaias P., Sreehari K., Rahul Raj, Ashique E., Rajanand, Vinaykumar.

Basket Ball Girls Winners:

Aashika Sasindran, Neha Unni, Asha John, Reshma S. Nair, Rakhi P.. Rincy Tomy P., Anu Nayana T, John, 

Haneena K.M., Ashwathy C.K., Merlin J. Maria, Harsha S.K., Afiya Jafir.
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Dr. P.K. Suresh Kumar, Dr. M.T. Kanakamany, Dr. M.R. Shylaja, Dr. P. Indira Dr. A. Surna, 
Dr. Jayasree Krishnankutty, Dr. Jayasree Sankar S., Dr. P.V. Nalini, Dr. A.T. Francis, Dr. C. George Thomas, Dr D. Ginja. 
Dr. Mani Chellappan, Dr, P, Suresh Kumar, Dr. K.P Sudheer, Dr. U. Sree'atha, Dr. N. Mini Raj, Di. Krishnakumari K., Dr. octty Bastin 1 
Dr. Meagle Joseph P.
Second row: Dr Madhu Subramaniam, Dr Deepu Mathew, Dr Anil Kuruv'la Dr. Ssj: Gomez Dr. Berin Pathmse, Dr Jyothy Bhaskar 
Dr. Mini Snankar, Dr Reshmy Vijayarac havari, Dr. Smitha, Dr. Deepthy K.B., Smt. T.V. Anuparna, Dr. Sindhumol, D '. Minimol, 
Dr Jiji Joseph, Dr, Sainamole Kurian, Dr M.J. Mercykutty, Dr. V I  Beena. Dr. Dijee Bastin, Dr. Jaiaja S. Menon, Di I I §pa Bhas<ar 
Dr. Aneena E.R.. Dr. Sharon C.L.. Dr. P. Pnmeela

N o n  Teaching Staff
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Phi) & PG Second Year

First Row: Wickeramasinghe, Anusree Padmanabhan, Poornima C.P., Annjoe V. Joseph, Sachu Sara Sabu, Nadhika K., Priyanka S.Chandran, 
Lalit Dhurve, Noushad A.K., Kelkar Vipu! Ganesh, Jeevan U.
Middle Row: Abid V., Chakravarthi Marri, Amal Premachandran, Amjath. T, Fazeedhibinu Khaleel T., Adersh S., Juby Baby, Priya Philip, 
Athmaja S, Geethu. M., Sreelekshmi S., Ambavane Ajinkya R., Vijayakumar B Narayanapur, Rajanand Hiremeth, Lokesh S., Surendra Babu, 
Nagendra
Bottom Row: Faiza Mohamed, Midhuna M.R., Nayana V.R., Atheena Harish, Archana Unnikrishnan, Reshma P. K„ Sreethu M l,  Athira Ravindran, 
Navyasree S., Pooja S. J., Dharini Chittaragi, Shiipashree N.r Anila Peter, Shobha Pujari

PG  First Year

First Row: Lovely Mariya Johny, Aiswarya Girijan, Reshma K.S, Archita Unnikrishnan, Arya P., Alfiya Beegum A., Vidhu Priyadarsini FT., 
Athulya S. Kumar, Linu C., Sabika K.P., Nayana Nayak, Mekha Mariam Abraham, Athira A.S., Jancy Merlin Johnson, Anna Jose, Anusree R.P., 
Silpa V, Anusha K., Anunayana I  John, Chinju E.A., Saleena M., Shana K. K„ Anjali V, A., Amrutha E.A., Megha Totaganti, Shilpa K. S., Gayathri 
Sathees, Shilpa Karat, Jesma V. A., Ashni Varghese, Anu Ann Augustine.
Middle Row: Tessa Dominic, Sarga George, Arya Krishna K. G, Emily Alias, Sruthi A., Lakshmi Sindhuja, Shahana C.K., Sonia V. P., Agina Gopan, 
Minnu Ann Jose, Pooja Shree S., Athira G  R„ Jesabel George, Anitta Judy Kurian, Radhika R„ Haritharaj S., Ajit T. G, Amrita Manohar, 
Sreedevi Jagal Kishore, Swadima K„ Anasooya Sebastian.
Bottom Row: Alan C, Antony, John K. P., Ahaljith R„ Anirudh K. C„ Sijo John, Alfin Santhosh, Mohammed Jazeel M„ Vysakh V. S., Anil A. S., Shankarprasad 
K. S., Sarthak Kiribhaga, Sadanand Kumbar, Keerthiraj B„ Bhamare Deepak Prashant, Veera Bhadra Swamy M„ Kishore Neeruganti 145



Top row: Abhin P.K., Vivek M.C., Abinsha Ashral; Vinu K.S., Hubaib Hassan C.A., Jyothish Babu E„ Asif Aii V.K., Akhil K P., Nidhin Raj, 
Shuhaid M„ Saleesh N.V, Asif Ali P., Anoop S, Nibin Vattiparambath, Sarin S., Akhil Raj, Shinu Thomas, Arun Kumar C.
Second row: Aparna Joseph, Hiba I ,  Psrvathy P.B., Anagha V. Gopal, Dilja K.M. Sneha Chacko, Ancy Diana P.G., Aohaya M.C., 
Deena Sebastian, Rashida V.K., Badariya P.S., Keerthana Jayarajan, Selva VP., Aashika Sasindran, Neha Unni, Lualu C.
Third row: Gowri G. Lai, Arya PR., Reshma Ravi P., Athira Sreenivasan, Nayana Narayanan, Sreshma C.K., Sugina P., Pooja A., 
Riya Mary Mathew, Amitha K.George, Shuhda Neilakath, Asharavi Bhanu, Anna Emmanuel, Reshma S. Nair
Bottom row: Awha Nainu M , Asha John, Rin Rose Antony, Amritha Hari, Sandra Jose, Beegam Salma M.P., Anisha A., Harya Krishna V., 
BlessyThambi
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Top row: Vysakh Wilson Neelamkavil, Ashique E., Amal Babu, Bijumon P.K., Sibin K„ Sreekumar S.V., Jaseel R„ Rahul Raj M „ 
Akshay Kumar, Muhammed Anees M„ Arjun P. K.
Second row: Krishna P., Hamna M„ Akshaya A iyas, Nitha Rafi, Lakshmi Suresh, Chinnu Raju, Aswathi C.K., Arya R.C.. Krishna V.R., 
Rose K. Alex, Fathima Nishin, Haneena K.M., Kavya T.K., Surya Joseph, Silpa R., Ananya P.S., Anjitha A. Chinju Anil, Mursnida S.
Third row: Anagha M.U., Varna Murali, Arr ritha Varanya, Fasna P., Krishna J., Sikha Raju, Shakkira K.K., Sreesha M „ Mansh aa A.P., Athira 
Venugopal, Ayisha V.V., Fida K.K.,Farsana P.M.,Aswani S.,Di!sha K.,Athira K.,Deepthi K„ Haritha N.K., Dhariya Johnson, Rency Tomy Pukkal 
Bottom row: Rakhi P, Sana Abdul Samad, Silpa Balachandran, Anjali C„ Ayana Mohan, Aysha M.M., Oormila IP., Rose Mary Paul, 
Sneha P., Sreelakshmi K.B., Anusree Anand Savitha K.B., Arya C. Anand, Swathy Suresh, Sumi P., Arya S., Karishma P.H.



Top row: Adithya B.P., Krishna Vedika, Mehnaz C„ Anjitha H„ Swathy M „ Ansila Jabin U.K., Athira M., Ashny K.E., Thushara T.V., 
Ammu Sivaganga S.P., Vandhana P.K., Fathima V.H., Merlin J. Mariya, Bhuvana C.M., Harsha S.K., Aiswarya K„ Jincy, 
Archana T. Shaji, Suma Madhavan, Athira Shajin, Drishya K. Anand, Swapna Thomas, Krishna Nayana R.U., Haritha S.K., 
Teena Ouseppachan
Middle row: Anjali P., Afiya K„ Thesnim P., Thesnimo! T.M., Anushka Pavithran, Varada Gayathri V.P., Parvathy Sankar P., 
Gopika Satheesh, Reshma R., Athira S., Nayana Raju, Ziyanath M.V., Koulath B., Surabhi P., Shafna Thorakkal,Niveditha K.P., 
Kavya K.T., Maneesha Mohan, Farsana Jabeen T.P., Akhila K.N., Niveditha K. Divakaran, Abshiba, Sruthi C.O.
Bottom row: Vishnu Das T.N., Ashish V.V., Sreehari K., Amal Suresh, Om Prakash Barik , Muhammad Hilal, Justin Sabu, 
Rakesh Kumar Sahoo, Haris M.S., Stanishkar T.S., Nandakumar A., Josfine George, Harigovind P., Lalvin C.S., Amal Baby

Top row: Adil Ummer, Thomas K.K.,Wilson Browny M., Muhammed Saieeque C., Jerin Jose, Adithya Palagudy, Joshua Chacko, 
Kota Venkata Sai Krishna Agun Chowdary, Aashiq Poon V.S., Favaz Sadakka M.C., Gowtham Koyilath, Amal Joseph, Amal Poulose, 
Hashim Neduvally, Ebin Thomas, Abhinandh T.K., Bhabani Shankar Jena, Vidhu S., Abhishek Gangadharan
Middle row: Safwan V, Fasna Sherin K., Basima Suroora K.P., Shibha Basheer K.V., Dhanya Lekshmi R„ Haritha P.V., Suhana Thasni K„ 
Anusree Asokan, Anu Ambadi, Rinshana Thasnic C., Aarya Satheesh K„ Amal Hassan, Fathima Ismath, Hiba Kanhiraia, Arya Satheesan, 
Bhagyalakshmi T.S., Annoff Mary Felix, Vismaya P.V., Nafid Cheekilote
Bottom row: Lisha Jose Kappan, Ragini R„ Bincy Sunny, Sreelakshmi P.K., Alaida Tomy, Hilma Subair, Sharin Shana V, Kavya Suresh, 
Anu J., Neha Mariyam, Bijula M.S., Dilshada T„ Jessa Joseph, Rose Maria Paul, Raina Thomas, Sandra Treasa Sunny, Alf ia George. 147



LAB CARL CHEMICALS
XIV/254, Utile Flower Road, Near Post Cffice 
Eravmangalam, Thrissur- 680751, Kerala.
Contact No : 9946 00 27 28/S388 CO 27 28/9388 80 27 28/8129 85 27 28 
E-mail labcarechemicals@yahoo.com / gmail.com

Excellence at your doorstep defines 

the Lab Care Chemicals vision, 

and we tirelessly pursue this 

Continually assess and enhance customer satisfaction 

by constant interaction with the customers to achieve 

a minimum customer satisfaction index of a0%
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FOR LIFE IS PRECIOUS
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Keats was right ahcut things of heauty, 
B i t  in Horti, it means even more...
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