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1. HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY

1.1 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The history of agricultural education in Kerala can be traced back to the year 1896

when a scheme was evolved in the erstwhile Travancore State to train a few young men in

scientific agriculture at the Demonstration Farm, Karamana, Thiruvananthapuram. This
station is still a constituent unit of the Kerala Agricultural University and is known as

Cropping Systems Research Centre, Karamana. Agriculture was introduced as an optional
subject in the Middle School classes in the State in 1922, when an Agricultural Middle School

was started at Aluva, Ernakulam District. The popularity and usefulness of this School led to

the starting of similar institutions at Kottarakkara and Konni in 1928 and 1931 respectively.

The need for agricultural education at higher levels was, however, keenly felt later. When the

University of Travancore was formed, a scheme was proposed for organising a Diploma

Course, which however did not materialise. Agriculture was later introduced as an optional

subject for Intermediate Course in 1953.

In 1955, the erstwhile Government of Travancore-Cochin started an Agricultural

College at Vellayani near Thiruvananthapuram and a Veterinary College at Mannuthy near
Thrissur for imparting education in agricultural and veterinary sciences, respectively. These
institutions were later directly brought under the administrative control of the Government

and then brought under the Department of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry, respectively.

The Post Graduate programmes leading to M.Sc.(Ag), M.V.Sc. and Fh.D. degrees were started

in 1961,1962 and 1965 respectively.

The Randhawa Commission constituted by the ICAR, recommended the

establishment of Agricultural Universitiesin the country. The second National Education

Commission (1964-66) headed by Dr. D.S. Kothari, the then Chairman of University Grants

Commission, stressed the need for establishing at least one Agricultural University in each

State. As a result, the Kerala Agricultural University (KAU) was established on 24''' February

1971 by virtue of the Act 33 of 1971 and started functioning from 1-2-1972. The Kerala
Agricultural University is the 15"' in the series of the State Agricultural Universities of India.

Sri. N. Chandrabhanu, I.A.S., was the first Vice-Chancellor of the University.
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The Kerala Agricultural University was divided to form two new universities viz.,

Kerala Veterinaiy and Animal Sciences University (KVASU) and Kerala University of

Fisheries and Ocean Studies (KUFOS), during 2010-11.

Mile stones:

Cropping Systems Research Centre, Karamana inl896

Agricultural Middle School started at Aluva& Ernakulam Districts in 1922

Agricultural Middle School Kottarakkara inl928

Agricultural Middle School Konni in 1931

Agriculture introduced as an optional subject for Intermediate Course in 1953

Agricultural College at Vellayani in 1955

Veterinary College at Mannuthy in 1955

M.Sc.fAg} started in 1961

M.V.Sc started in 1962

Ph.D started in 1965

Kerala Agricultural University Established in 1972

Trifurcation of KAU to KVASU and KUFOS in 2011

1.2 GROWTH OF INSTITUTION

In accordance with the provisions of the KAU Act of 1971, the Agricultural College

and Research Institute at Vellayani, which was affiliated to Kerala University and Veterinaiy

College and Research Institute affiliated to Calicut University were brought under the KAU. In

addition, twenty-one agricultural and animal husbandry research stations were also

transferred to the University for taking up research and extension programmes on various

crops, animals, birds etc. Thus at the time of inception of the University, there were two

colleges and 21 research stations. Now the Veterinary College and the connected research

stations are disaffiliated from KAU and is part of the newly formed Kerala Veterinary and

Animal Sciences University.

W

The Main Campus of the University at Vellanikkara was inaugurated by the then

Prime Minister of India Sri. Morarji Desai on 25-7-1977 and the headquarters of the

University was shifted from Mannuthy to Vellanikkara during March 1978.

Realizing the importance of horticultural and plantation crops, the College of

Horticulture was started on October 28, 1972 at the Mannuthy campus, with B.Sc

(Horticulture) degree progrmme. Later on, during 1977, B.Sc. (Agriculture) programme was
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also started in the College of Horticulture at Mannuthy. This college was shifted to Main

campus, Vellanikkara during March 1978. However, after nine years, from 1981, the B.Sc

(Horticulture) programme was discontinued as there were no enough opportunities for

emplo}mient for the graduates, as Kerala state do not have a separate department of

horticulture. To enable B Sc (Hort) graduates to get employment in the Department of

Agriculture, the degree had to be equated with B Sc (Agri,). Hence it was decided to

discontinue B.Sc. (Hort) degree programme, but the name of the college was retained and the

B. Sc. (Agri.) programme and post graduate programmes in agriculture and horticulture

continued to be offered from this college.

A College of Fisheries was established from October 10, 1979 at the temporary

premises at Mannuthy and in 1983 it was shifted to its own-building at Panangad, Kochi. Now

this college is disaffiliated from KAU and is part of the newly formed Kerala University of

Fisheries and Ocean Studies (KUFOS).

The Rural Institute, at Tavanur was taken over by the University in 197S and was

developed as an Institute for Agricultural Technology (lAT). The lAT continued to offer

diploma programmes in two disciplines viz. Agricultural Sciences and Agriculture & Rural

^  Engineering. This institute was upgraded to a full-fledged higher education centre in
Agricultural Engineering, during 1985 and was re-named as Kelappaji College of Agricultural

Engineering and Technology, to the memory of the Great Gandhian Freedom fighter Sri.

Kelappaji.

The College of Co-operation and Banking started functioning from 1981 at

Vellanikkara, in the College of Horticulture. In 1985 the programme was delinked from the

College of Horticulture and an independent college named College of Co-operation and

Banking was established in the temporary premises, at the Communication Centre,

Mannuthy. During 1996 it was renamed as College of Co-operation, Banking and

Management and the college was shifted to the new-own building at the Main Campus,

Vellanikkara during August 1997.

^  Considering the need for more human resources in the field of forest management,

the University started the College of Forestry in the year 1986 at the Main Campus. Over the

years, the institution grew and the Univesity has established a faculty of Forestry (2012).

Kerala Agricultural University - Self Study Report for Accreditation 2012













































































































































































































































































































































































243
RNAi approaches for validation of defense related genes from

resistant wild pepper-piper colubrinum
20.06 36

244

Sceheme for the development, testing and implementation of a

farming system based cyber - extension model for Wayanad district

of Kerala State

15.00 18

245
Entrepreneurship development and sustainable livelihoods for

scheduled caste/tribe women through floriculture
32.86 36

246
Evaluation anti-cancer for properties of crystal protiens of Bacillus

Thuringiensis isolates form the Western ghats.
32.07 36

247
National S3anposium on "waste management experiences and

strategies
0.50 12

248
A supply side constrains in organic agricultural production- A supply
of organic input markets of Kerala

15.96 36

249
Is farm labour compensated for the occupational risks,An attempt

emplo)dng Hedonic wage model
3.23 24

250
UNESCO Programmes and activities -conducting a seminar on

"conserving biodiverity tools and approaches"
1.40 12

251
Sustainable livelihood options for rural women by utilization of

underexploited crop plants
12.58 36

252
Empowering tribal women through domestication of medicinal

plants
4.90 36

253
Development and strengthening of infrastructure facilities for

production and distribution of quality seeds
3.00 12

254
Forecasting agricultural output using space agrometeorology and

land based observations(FASAL)
1.18 24

255 Collection and characterisation of cucurbit and legume vegetables 7.80 36

256
Gene p)n'amiding to develop cultivars with durable resistance to

bacterial leaf blight through marker assisted selection
37.30 36

257
National Project on Management of Soil Health and fertility "setting

up of soil testing laboratories"
150.00 24

258
Chemotyping and gene expression profiling in black pepper (Piper

nigrum L) with special reference to quality attributes.
47.80 36

259
Stock assessment and development of captive breeding technology of

PUNTIUS Denisonii
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Ornamental fish culture for income and employment generation and

260 1 to enhance socio-economic status of rural population of Kumbalam
Panchayat, Kanayannur Taluk, Ernakulam district, Kerala State, India

Fish seed production and ranching in chalakudy river for improving

the tribal livelihood of vazhachal forest division
261

20.00

15.33

36

36

262
Impact of one crop paddy - one crop prawn rotational farming on

environment and socio economics in Kuttanad
5.06

3.37

24

Study and documentation of successful commercial dairy unit in

263 I kerala state and dissemination of their innovative practices for new
entrepreneurs

12

264 DST-FIST Project
8.30 60

265
Evaluation of the efficacy og AC/CRP/11 as co-therapy in case of
chronic respiratory disease(CRD] of chicken

0.74

266
Design fabrication and testing of low cost fluid milk processing
system

9.90 12

"36"
267 Facilitation centre for medicinal plants

30.00

268
Preparation of Web based interactive packages for selected medicinal
crops

8.90 24

269
Development of good agricultural practices and GAP monograph of
bacopa monnieri

6.00 36

Study of selected adaptogenic plants and ayurvedic drugs with
270 1 special reference to pol5^henotic composition and antioxidant

activity

30.00 36

271 1 KAU Rubbermark Collaborative Project Centre for Crop Nutrition
Farmers participatory approaches to assess the impact of integrated

272 1 plant nutrient system on soil health & crop yield in a typical laterite
soil of western ghats region

273 I Bio resource recycling for sustainable livelihood in rural areas

21.17

6.27

5.79

274
Impact assessment of land use practices and studieson sustainable

development in western ghats of Kerala
5.50

60

36

36

36

275
Collection, identification, evaluation and popularization of

edible/medicinal mushrooms of western ghatts of Kerala
5.50 60

276
Strategies for eco frinedly exploitation of arrow root in the western

ghat region of Kerala for mini agri business
5.50 36

277

Analysis of homestead based fodder production system and

intervention for economic milk production in Trivandrum district of
5.10 36
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12. OTHER UNITS AND INFORMATION SERVICES

12.1. Any other units not covered above

12.1.1 Agro-meteorological Advisory Services

The Department of Science and Technology, Government of India initiated a project

"National Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting and Development of Agro-

meteorological Advisory Services" in 1988 with a major objective of developing expertise for

providing weather based agro-advisories to the farmers for planning day-to-day agricultural

operations well in advance so that the adverse impact due to uneven behaviour of weather

could be minimised. This project was taken up in collaboration with ICAR and Agricultural

Universities with 127 Agro-meteorological Field Units, spread across India. Four such Agro-

meteorological Field Units are in function under Kerala Agricultural University at College of

Agriculture,Vellayani, College of Horticulture,Vellanikkara, RARS, Ambalavayal and RARS,

Pilicode for the benefit of farmers in different agro-climatic zones of Kerala. The above four

Agro-meteorological Field Units prepare weekly Agro-met Advisory every Tuesday based on

Medium Range Weather Forecasting and directly disseminated to the selected farmers under

the project

12.1.2 Protection and Management of IPR

Realizing the prominence of IPR in Agriculture especially in the back drop of TRIPS

Agreement and in accordance with the directives of the Indian Council of Agricultural

Research, an IPR Cell was constituted in the Kerala Agricultural University during 2001, with

the Hon'ble Vice Chancellor as its chairperson and the Director of Research as the co-

chairperson. Scientists from different faculty in Kerala Agricultural University are members

of the IPR Cell with Dr.C.R.Elsy, Professor, Plant Breeding & Genetics as the coordinator. The

Cell is functioning as a constituent of the WTO Centre established in Kerala Agricultural

University. The primary objective of the Cell is the protection and management of IPR in

Kerala Agricultural University and is having the following objectives.

•  Protection and Management of IPR in Kerala Agricultural University.

•  Empowerment of faculty members and students to address IPR issues in their
respective areas.

•  Development of policy guidelines for IPR and Transfer of Technology (ToT) policy for
Kerala Agricultural University.

•  Compilation and storage of information on IPR related issues.
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•  Collaboration with Central and State Governments in issues related to IP protection
and Technology Transfer.

•  Organising awareness programmes and trainings for scientists, students, farmers,
traders, media persons, legal experts and other stakeholders.

•  Incorporation of elements of IPR in the Under-graduate and the Post-graduate
curriculum.

The major activities for protection and management of IPR in KAU is provided below.

Awareness Programmes : Awareness about IPR and its significance in Agricultural

Research and Education is the prime necessity and hence systematic efforts are taken for

organizing awareness programmes and trainings to different stake holders. Till now KAU

has organized 17 awareness programmes in the area of lPR.ln addition to these members of

IPR Cell are actively involved as resource persons in students/farmer seminars and training

programmes.

Protection of Crop varieties including extinct varieties under PPV&FR Act; KAU is taking

earnest efforts to register crop varieties released from the KAU and also farmers' varieties.

Applications for registration of 27 extant rice varieties has been submitted to DRR,

Hyderabad and two turmeric varieties to IIHR, Calicut for further necessary action. Action is

taken to submit the applications for the remaining rice varieties, including promising

farmers' varieties.

Protection of farmer's rights under PPV&FR Act: PPV&FR Authority, GOI instituted the

Plant Genome Saviour Community Recognition in 2007. Kerala Agricultural University

sponsored Palakkad rice farmers for this award and they grabbed the first Plant Genome

Recognition. Kerala Agricultural University sponsored the application of Pokkali farmers for

the Plant Genome Saviour Community Award and the group received the award during 2010.

The award included Rs. 10 lakhs, a citation and a memento.

Protection of Geographical Indications of Goods from Kerala : Kerala is a treasure house

of unique agricultural and handicraft goods that are to be protected as GIs of goods.

Registration of these goods as GIs is the prime need of the day to protect IPR rights of the

communities and to promote national and international trade of unique goods. IPR Cell

organizes awareness programmes to sensitize stake holders about the significance of

protection of GIs of goods originating in specific geographical areas.

As on today, Kerala Agricultural University has successfully completed the

procedures for the G1 registration of Pokkali Rice, Vazhakulam Pineapple, Central Travancore
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jaggery, Wayanad Jeerakasala rice and Wayanad Gandhakasala rice. Applications for GI

registration of Wayanad pepper, Kerala Nendran Banana, Kaipad rice and Kazhchakula are

progressing. Efforts are also taken for user registration of the registered Gl Goods from

Kerala.

Patents: Patent applications for many technologies are in various stages of processing.

12.1.3 Centre for Gender Studies in Agriculture and Farm Entrepreneurship

Development (CGSAFED)

This centre was initiated during 1999-2000. The aim of the centre is that of bringing

about gender sensitivity and gender perspective in research, extension and educational

efforts in agriculture and allied fields set in the larger context of natural resource

management, thereby increasing and facilitating women's role and participation in

agricultural development along with men and attaining gender justice in the context of the

planned efforts in the socio-economic development in Kerala and the country at large.

12.1.4 Radiotracer Laboratory

The Radiotracer Laboratory at the Vellanikkara campus was established in 1982 with

the financial assistance from the worldbank under the Kerala Agricultural Development

^  Project The centre offers a course on the fundamental and applications of isotopes and
radiations at the post graduate level. The laboratory is a central facility for research

emplo3nng radioisotopes and radiations for scientists and postgraduate students of all the

faculties under the KAU. The research work carried out is primarily concerned with perennial

crops of commercial importance and relevance to the state. The laboratory is the only centre

in India where substantial research work with perennial crops employing nuclear techniques

has been carried out. Research conducted with plantation crops, spices and agro-forestry

systems has yield valuable information on soil health, nutrient management in relation to

root architecture, root competition in multi species production systems etc. Several radio

isotope methods for conducting research with perennial crops, particularly tree crops have

been developed at this center.

T  12.1.5. Employment Information and Guidance Bureau

The Emplo3mient Information and Guidance Bureau attached to the Kerala

Agricultural University were started in November 1979. This Bureau was established with a

view to give all possible employment assistance and guidance to the students/ alumni of the

University and other educated unemployed youths in the region. The Bureau is charged with

responsibilities such as collection and dissemination of information on employment
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