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club of products with GI tag

Ramavarman.T
@timesgroup.com

Thrissur: N ilam bur teak, 
known in ternationally  for 
its superior tim ber quality 
and appearance has been 
accorded the Geographical 
Indication (GI) status by 
the GI registry, Chennai.

According to agricu l­
tu re  m in ister V S Sunilku- 
m ar the IPR cell of Kerala 
A griculture University 
(KAU) had received a com­
m unication from the GI 
reg istry  bestowing GI sta ­
tus on th is exclusive teak 
variety.

C R Elsy of the IPR cell 
(KAU) said, “It is the first 
tim e that a forest produce 
was added to the lis t of 
products w ith GI tag, and 
agencies like the food and 
agricu lture organization 
(FAO) have appreciated 
th is pioneering effort.”

The efforts for obtain­
ing GI status for N ilam bur 
teak were being pur sued by 
KAU IPR Cell w ith the sup­
port of College of Forestry, 
KFRI, D epartm ent of For­
ests and NGOs like Nilam ­
bur Teak Heritage Society.

“We are very glad to 
hear th is news, GI tag will 
help us to conserve Nilam ­

bur teak. There are about 
10,000 people including 
workers and traders who 
are dependent on teak for 
th e ir  livelihood, and the GI 
tag will fetch them  good 
revenues, as it will block 
sale of fake products,” said 
A bdullakutty of Nilam bur 
Teak H eritage Society.

According to KAU 
sources N ilam bur teak is 
famous for its large size, su­
perior colour and durab ili­
ty.

D urability of Nilam bur 
teak is attribu ted  to the 
synergistic effect of its 
components and is also

known for its resistance to 
fungal decay as well as for 
hydrophobicity, anti-ox- 
idant properties and oily 
nature.

N ilam bur teak has ac­
quired worldwide a tten ­
tion for its specific quali­
ties. Teak from the area is 
used for ship building and 
struc tu ra l purposes ea rn ­
ing it a global reputation.

It is believed tha t the Ni­
lam bur -Shornur railway 
line was laid by the B ritish  
to transport teak logs.

According to Elsy, Ni­
lam bur teak plantations 
cover about 8,760 hectares.
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