Greenie Kallur Balan aims to

plant one crore tree sa
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Palakkad: The ‘one-man ar-
my’ of Kallur Balan of Man-
kara near here, engaged in
roadside tree plantingfor the
last 25 years, wishes to plant1
crore trees “before Isay good-
byetothisworld”.

Balan is planning to start
plantingof 11akh tree sapling
on this world environment
day on June 5 in different
parts of the district. “My sa-
plings are ready for planting
in an one-acre nursery near
my house. I am planting
lakhs of trees every year. My
wish is to complete planting
of one crore trees before I say
goodbye to this world and I
am67 yearsoldnow. Thetrees

Envaronmentahst Kallur Balan of Mankara has raised tree saplings
like mango, guava and neem at his one-acre nursery in Palakkad

actasagreenlungforthegen-
erationstocome,” he said.

In his one-acre nursery
he has raised tree saplings
like mango, guava, jackfruit,
gooseberry and neem. He
will plant the tree saplings
with the help of students'en-
vironmental groups of Pa-
lakkad, Thrissur and Malap-

puram districts. Hissloganis
to “make the environment
green with more trees and
create groves in villages to
protect the environment and
nature”.

He plants the trees and al-
so tenders them. He was do-
nated a Jeep by some envi-
ronmentalists of Malappu-

plings

ram as a recognition to his
great service to the nature
and society He had won
many awards from the gov-
ernment and non-govern-
ment organizations, includ-
ing the prestigious P V
Thampi Environment
Award. The trees planted by
him stand tall, acting as
green lungs on both sides of
the roads, government land
and even residential com-
plexes. Lakhs of trees he had
planted 20 years back affor-
ested the barren hills of Ay-
yar Mala and Chudiyar Mala
in Meenkara grama pan-
chayat. Balansayshisjobasa
parttime employeeof thefor-
estdepartmenthelpedhimto
take up thismission.



