Heavy rain floods Wayanad in woes

17 houses destroyed, CIO‘P
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Widespread damage to pro-
perties and crops has been
reported in the heavy rain
that lashed many parts of the
district for the past several
days.

Normal life in many parts
of the district was hit on
Tuesday after low-lying
areas were inundated in the
torrential rain. “The district
administration is adopting
steps to open relief camps in
Kottathara, =~ Panamaram,
Sulthan Bathery and Manan-
thavady to shift families liv-
ing in low-lying areas, K.M.
Raju, Additional District Ma-
gistrate, told The Hindu.

As many as 17 houses suf-
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A farmerin hIS plantam farm that has been destroyed in heavy-
rain and wind at Vellamunda in Wayanad district.

fered partial damages in
rain-related calamities. Wi-
despread damage to crops
were reported in the heavy
rain and wind that lashed
the district since June 6.

The crop loss was estimat-

ed at T4.5 crore, according to
preliminary reports of the
Agriculture Department.
The rain seriously affected
crops, especially plantain,
vegetables, paddy, rubber,

..and areca nut.

loss in district estimated at 4.5 crore

As many as three lakh
bunched and non-bunched
plantain cultivated on nearly
130 hectares were uprooted
in the winds."

An estimated loss of 3
crore was incurred in the
plantain sector alone, Ms.
Vallyathan said.

According to the rain data
available with the Regional
Research Station, Ambala-
vayal, the district received
684.5 mm of rain from Janu-
ary 1 to June 12 this year as
against 472.2 mm rain dur-
ing the corresponding pe-
riod last year. For the period
between June 1 and June 12,
the district received 219.1
mm rain this year as against
47 mm last year.



