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KAU Stands First in All India Competitive Exams
The Kerala Agricultural

University (KAU) has been ranked
first among the State Agricultural
Universities (SAU) in the field of
Agricultural Education as reflected
in the All India Competitive
Examinations. Dr. SL Mehta,

Former Deputy Director General
XAgricultural Education), Indian
Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR) in a message to Dr. KV
Peter, Vice-Chancellor, KAU has
informed that the KAU students
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•BHU

• Madras Veterinary College, TNVASU

♦ College of Agriculture, Baptla, ANGRAU

stood first in the All India

Competitive Examinations held by
the Council during 2001. The
performance of the KAU over the
last three years has improved
substantially from a position offifth
rank to second rank during 1998-
99 and first this year. Dr. Mehta
has conveyed deep appreciation for
the untiring efforts of die Deans and
teachers of the faculty. The Vice-
Chancellor shared his happiness
with the faculty and students.

KAU releases High yielding Variety of Cardamom
The Cardamom Research

Station, Pampadumpara has
developed a high yielding variety
of small cardamom {Elettaria
cardamomum Maton), which is
suitable for cultivation in the
cardamom hill reserves of the
Idukki district of Kerala.

The variety christened as Pam-
padumpara-2 (PV2) has been
recommended for release as a state
variety by the XVI National Work

shop of the All India Co-ordinated
Research Project on Sptces
(AICRP), held at Vellanikkara,
Thrissur on November 1-3,2001.

This vazhukka cardamom

variety has been developed through
selection from open pollinated
seedlings of PV-1 variety released
by the KAU earlier. This variety has
a yield potential of more than 2500
kg. per hectare. The capsules of this
variety are bold and have a recovery

of23.8% owing to the low moisture
content of the capsule rind.

This variety is relatively tolerant
to thrips, azhukal/capsule rot and
rhizome rot and tolerant to pseudo-
stem/panicle/capsule borer. The
capsules of the PV2 are ovoid to
ellipsoid in shape. The cured
capsules have an attractive parrot
green colour. PV-2 has been
developed under the leadership of
Dr.S.Backayarani.Assoc.Professor.
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KAU NEWS

<Pepper 'varieties

Pa.iiniyxxr-6 anci I*anniyxir-7'
The State Variety Release

Committee has recommended the

release of Black pepper varieties
Panniyur-6 and Panniyur-7, the
high yielding varieties developed
by the Pepper Research Station,
Panniyur. After the release of the
poi5ular variety Panniyur-1, the
station has released Panniyur-2,
Panniyur-3, Panniyur-4 and
Panniyur-5.

Panniyur-6 (Karimunda III)
This is a selection from a local

cultivar, Karimunda.This variety
belongs to the medium maturity
group with vigorous growth of
wine and it is not susceptible to
major pests and diseases affecting
black pepper. Special attribute of
this variety is production of more
number of spikes per unit area with
close setting and attractive bold
medium berries. Panniyur - 6 gives
stable and regular yield and
performs well under open as well
as partial shaded conditions. It has
an average yield 2127kg. dry
pepper/ha and potential yield 3359
kg.dry per ha.
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Panniyur - 7

Panniyur-7 (Cull 558)
This is a selection from the open

pollinated progenies of local
cultivar, Kalluvalli. It is stable and
regular in yield and performs well
under open as well as partial shaded
conditions. Panniyur -7 has high
piperine content and has long
spike. It gives an average yield of
1410 kg. dry pepper/ha and has
potential yield of 2770 kg. dry
pepper/ha.

Panniyur - 6

Seminar on

Anthrax awareness
An Anthrax awareness

Seminar was held in the College
of Veterinary and Animal
Sciences on November 7,2001.
Dr. KV Peter, Vice-Chancellor,
KAU inaugurated the seminar.
Dr. E Nanu, Professor of Public
Health, Dr.V Jayaprakash,
Associate Professor and Head,
Department ofMicrobiology and
Dr. Prabhakumari, Professor^
Community Medicine, Medical
College, Thrissur, presented
papers. Dr. M Krishnan Nair, _
former Dean of the College of
Veterinary and Animal Sciences
was the Moderator. The experts
suggested that the Periodic
vaccination of the cattle

population of the state rules out
the possibility of the disease
incidence. The respiratory form
of Anthrax was reported to be
more dangerous than the
cutaneous form. Proper diagno
sis of the disease at proper time
canprevent the dangerous con
sequences. The experts opined
that Anthrax is treatable disease

and undue fear is not needed.




