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'Kerala Needs a Second Green Revolution'

GD
m:

.Mm - :

Smt. K. R. GouriAmma, Minister for Agriculture inaugurates the Regional
Workshop on the Impact ofApplications of Radiation on Food and Agriculture.
Dr. Anil Kakodkar, Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission can also be seen.

To face the grave situation of demand, a second green revolution
mis match between supply and is necessary that too at the earliest,

said Smt. K. R. Gouri Amma,
Minister for Agriculture and
ProChancellor of Kerala Agricul
tural University (KAU). The
Minister was inaugurating the
Regional Workshop on the Impact
of Applications of Radiation on
Food and Agriculture jointly
organized by Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre (BARC) and
KAU on December 27.

The Minister said that the area

of paddy in Kerala has declined
from about 9 lakh hectares to about
3.5 lakh hectares over a period of
three decades. The statistics also
show that paddy land is diminishing
at a rate of three hectares per hour,
especially due to conversion for
other uses. At the same time the
state requires 47 tonnes of rice
against the present production of
8 lakh tonnes.

She emphasised that the
exploitation of the latest
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The Chairman of the Atomic
Energy Commission Dr. Anil
Kakodkar, said the radiation in food
ensure hygiene and enhancement of
shelf life. About 25 countries across
the world, including the US, China
and most of the European countries
were using this technology. He was
interacting with the media persons
at the Kerala Agricultural
University, Vellanikkara, after the
inaugural junction of the Regional
Workshop on the Impact of

Application of Radiation on Food
and Agriculture jointly organized
by BARC & KAU at Vellanikkara.

Dr. Kakodkar said, the BARC
has made a beginning in collabo
rative research activity with
Agricultural Universities in
Agriculture and food preservation
through application of radiation.

"The prices of crops fall down
ihspite of higher out put because of
lack of opportunity for enhance
ment of shelf life. Hence, this

process also contributes to the price
stability and larger production. We
can also get into the value addtion
activities. The advantage lies in the
fact that there is no residue in this
process. There is chance of better
packing and there is no contami
nation due to the process as it is
applied after packing. .The
technology is well accepted the
world over and the application of
radiation does not pose any health
hazard." The Chairman stated.












