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The KAU has secured the third
position among 34 Agricultural
Universities in India in academic

excellence, as reflected in the All India
Examination in Agriculture and allied subjects
for Junior/Senior Research Fellowships,
conducted during the year 2003 by the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR).

During 2001 and 2002, the KAU had
secured first position in academic excellence.
This year, the first position was bagged
by the University of Agricultural Sciences
(UAS), Bangalore followed by the G.B. Pant
University of Agriculture & Technology, Pant
Nagar.

A trophy and Rs.5 lakhs for securing the National Honour was
received by Dr.RjV.Peter, Vice Chancellor from Shri;-Rajnath Singh,
Central Minister. H
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Dr. S.L Mehta, National Director, NATP lights the traditional lamp in the formal function for the release
of the Vaccine against Duck pastcurellosis

KAU has successfully developed of Ducks, implemented at the Centre
new vaccine against duck

Pasteurellosis, popularly known as Duck
cholera. The vaccine was formally
released to the farmers by
Dr. S.L. Mehta, National Director,
National Agricultural Technology Project
(NATP) at a function held at the College
of Veterinary and Animal Sciences,
Mannuthy on April 16, 2004. The vaccine
was developed in collaboration with the
NATP on Productivity Enhancement

of Advanced Studies in Poultry Science
under the leadership of Dr. A. Jalaluddin
and the Department of Microbiology,
College of Veterinary and Animal
Sciences, Mannuthy headed by
Dr.V. Jayaprakasan. Duck Pasteurellosis
is caused by a bacterium PasteureHa muhofida.
Ducks, which are in peak lay and in its
good health conditions are affected first
in a flock. Because of the sudden death
of ducks, farmers called this disease as
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"attack" as similar to human heart attack.

In the experimental condition the
vaccinated birds were able to withstand

even the challenge of 500 Lethal Dose
(LD) 50 when the control birds could not
complete 24-8 hours of life. The vaccine
has also shown to be protective against
heterologous challenge, with strains
from other avian species. The vaccine is
advised for 2 to 3 months aged birds and
it is better to vaccinate them before the

onset of monsoon and the vaccination
may be repeated yearly. The dosage is 0.5
ml by intra muscular route at the breast
region. So far no toxicity of cellulitis
is noted on the vaccinated birds. The
expected protection period is 9 months.

Visit at: www.kau.edu/kaunews


















