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l^bout topic -to'ciay and every alternateThe pros and corns of Organic farming Is the most talk
person you meet sounds an expert.

Though the vast majority is appreciating the move to popularise Organic farming practices a sceptic
minority is still harping on the improbable adverse effects of it. They say that Organic manures cut down
productivity, which inturn will render all attempts to achieve food security ineffective. Another contention
is that Organic pesticides may have to be used in larger quantities than chemicals and hence pose a
greater threat to the environment.

But these apprehensions could not and should not dilute the the enthusiasm with which a ban on
Red & Yellow pesticides have been imposed and avenues to Identify organic substitutes being explored.
Pests and diseases are part and parcel of the .Universe and their control is absolutely unavoidable. Inspite
of the Plant protection techniques in vogue, it is estimated that Indian crop yield potential is crippled by
30% due to pests and diseases.

Protection of crops should not be at the cost of protection of environment. Indiscreet use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides not
only cause severe damage to the environment, but also destroy non-target beneficial organisms thereby upsetting natural biological
balance. Residue effect and loss of soil fertility are other vital risks.

In short public need to be made aware of the hazardous elements as well as the viability of organic substitutes. Indiscreet use of
chemicals should be discouraged and identification and popularisation of organic substitutes should be encouraged. After all we have
to live and we will have to let our future generations also live. Live peacefully and prosperously. Let's not degenerate the soil and
denigrate the environment. Let's welcome an organic plant protection regime.

State set to attain self sufficiency In
vegetable production: Agricultural Minister

V

Minister for Agriculture, Sri. K.P. Mohanan
declared that the Government ha5
formulated an action programme to make
the state self sufficient in vegetable
production. The Minister was inaugu
rating the Interface of Krishi Vijnjaana
Kendras (KVKs) in Kerala and Laksha-
dweep convened by Indian Council of.
Agricultural Research (ICAR) at KAU
Central Auditorium on July 7.

Better coordination

'KVKs should reach out to the rural
population and spread awareness on
scientific farming and development
practices among them. Being not a
stranger to agriculture, I believe that
development should begin from the

villages. Though Kerala is proud to have
KVK in each district, I request t;he
ICAR to sanction additional KVKs in
underdeveloped districts such as Malabar
and Idukki. VVith better coordination with

line departments KVK can pave way for
faster progress.' He said.

The Minister also released a kit

designed by scientists of KAU Commu
nication Centre to promote roof top
vegetable cultivation. The inaugural
session was presided over by Sri. M. R
Vincent MLA, member, KAU Executive
Committee.

Dr. K.R. Vlswambharan, Vice-Chancellor
delivered the key note address. Dr.
R B. Pushpalatha, Registrar, KAU and
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Sri. K.R Mohanan, Minister/or Agricukure
releasing the kit designed to promote

roof top vegetable cultivation

Dr. T., R. Gopalakrishnan, Director of
Research, KAU, were present.

Technical Session

KVK Scientists, Lead farmer felicitated
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Dr. Abdul Kareem and Sri. Jayachandran
receiving the mementoes from Minister
Minister for Agriculture felicitated the

Scientists of KVK, Kannur which won
national award and Sri. Jayachandran,

Karshakothama and Karshakrathna
award winner during the KVK interface
on July 7.

The Minister also launched new
programmes irrttiated by the University as
part of state Government's 100 day
programme. The new programmes
envisaged are 'At least one Tissue culture
banana in every homestead' operated from
Banana Research Station, Kannara and
Food SecurityArmy training to 700 youths in
Thrissur, Palakkad and Malappuram
districts organised at ARS, Mannuthy.

Dr. K.D. Kokkatte, Deputy Director
General, ICAR chaired the technical
session. Dr. S. Prabhukumar, Project
director, South Zone, ICAR and Dr. RV.
Balachandran, Director of Extension,
KAU, piloted the disussions on KVK
functioning and coordination with other
line departments.

Dr. A. Jalaiuddeen, Director of
Extension," Kerala Veterinary and Animal
Sciences University: Dr. Sairam, Principal
Scientist, ICAR; Programe coordinators of
all KVKs in Kerala and Lakshadweep;
Officers of State Department ofAgriculture;
lead farmers; scientists from ICAR
institutes and KAU also participated in
the deliberations.








