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Centres of Jl^iwellenee to strengthen researeh
plans to boost planting material production, income generation
A brainstorming session

of KAU officers convened

by Minister for Agriculture
and University Pro-Chancelior
K. P. Mohanan proposed Eight
Centres of Excellence to
augment specific research
and production of planting
materials and bio agents.

The session held at Govern
ment Guest House,Thycaud on
12 February was attended
by scientists from all research
stations under KAU, Vice-
Chancellor and other Officers of
the University as well as
the Agricultural Production
Commissioner. The session

conducted an effective SWOT
analysis of each research station
and mooted creative suggestions
to improve the functioning,
income as well as public
perception of KAU.

Addressing the scientists.
Minister said that the University
is carrying out a good amount
of research and academic work
which directly and indirectly
benefits Kerala's economy. He
said that the Government
intends to make Kerala an

organic state and the progra
mmes in this direction should
be piloted by KAU. 'KAU should

be able to lead the revival of

agriculture in Kerala and redress
the issues in the sector. Not an

inch of land should be left fajlow
and new technologies needs to
be generated and popularised to
mitigate climate change issues.
I am happy to see the response
and feedback from different KAU

stations' Minister said.

Proposed Centres of Excellence
Centres for researcti on Farming System^ at Kumarakom (wetland

ecosystem), Vyttila (coastal rice ecosystem) & Mannuthy (Koleland); Centre
for farm mechanisation (ARS, Mannuthy & KCAET, Tavanur); Centre for
Biotechnology and Secondary Agridulture (Veilayani & Vellanlkkara);
Centre for Rice Research and development (Pattambi); Centre for spices,
cool season vegetables and subtropical fruits (Ambalavayal);- Centre for
Protected cultivation and Precision farming (Velianikkara); Centre for
Production of Seeds and Pianting materials (Velianikkara, Veilayani and
Anakkayam) and Centre for Biofertilisers and Bio Control agents (Veilayani
and Velianikkara).

KAU budget eyes conservation of
Resources and functional reforms
KAU Budget 2013 - 14 envisages ambitious

plans for conservation of energy, water and
soil and reforms in academic, research and
extension fronts.

The budget with an outlay of Rs. 480.64
Crore was presented byThomas Unniyadan MLA
in the 1 16th meeting of General Council held
under the chairmanship of Vlce-Chancellor
Dr. P. Rajendran on 23 March at KAU HQ.
The budget envisions a comprehensive tech

nological back up for fallow less Kerala and plans
to enhance internal revenue of KAU by com
petitive pricing of technological and consultancy

BUDGET PROGRAMMES

Development of a F1 hybrid in rice. Switch over to
Solar energy, water harvesting mechanisms, utilising
organic waste for Bio-gas in Hostels and Labs, location
specific research projects, Collaboration with intemational
research institutions ofrepute and PSUs, Strengthening
research in vegetables, fruit crops and coconut, small fann
mechanisation, thrust on secondary agriculture, ICT
enabled linkage between research ana field activities. New
Aqri Polytechnics at Haripad and Koothuparamba. KAU
rnall and Mobile sales units. Media resource centre and
Convention centre cum guest house.
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New Post

Graduate

Courses

In Agrl-
Biotech-

n o I o g y
and Bio

Thomas Unniyadan MLA presenting KAU Informa-
budgef in the General Council meeting held tics, Agri
on March 23. EC member Dr. Jose Joseph, Business
Vice Chancellor & Registrar are also seen Manage
ment Graduates Course in self-supporting mode,
Vocational Diploma and Certificate Courses
In agri related subjects are planned.

The meeting was attended by Executive
Committee members I. C. Balakrishnan MLA,
Dr. Jose Joseph, Adv. Sony Sebastian, PA. Salam &
Baby Balambrath; GC members P. A. Madhavan
MLA, Dr. A. Anilkumar, Dr. Jiju P Alex,
K.Sunilkumar, V.S.Sathya Seelan.Dr. Abdul Hakim,
P. G. Baburaj, K. Gireendrababu, P. A. Ramanibai,
I. K. Raveendraraj, Avinash Reji Thomas, M. N.
Mohanan, Francis Kombara, Dr. Mary Regina,
Dr. Arthur Jacob & Dr. S. Devanesan; Registrar
and other officers of the University.

I' V*
Pro-Chanceilor K. P. Mohanan and
Vice-Chancellor Dr. P. Rajendran

Dr. P. Rajendran,Vice-Chan-
cellor said that the new Centres

of excellence will enhance

the efficiency of agricultural
management through research
activities pertinent to respective
sectors and assure supply of
quality planting materials and
bio control agents.

The conclave also mooted

proposals for income genera
tion, energy management,
delinking of research and
production activities and active
interface with line departments
and other R&D institutions.
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