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International Orchid Fest

Minister Declares Special Agri|Zpn
The international Orchid fest organised

at RARS, Ambalav^aJ.was inaugurated by
Minister for Aa^4raTe V. S. Sunil Kumar on
17 March. [i;W

Ministerial^ d,eql^^ed Wayanad as
special agriculfcral zof^effor floriculture and
specialty rice orvt>be occasi^fri.

In his inaugural speech the minister said
that the special agricultural zone project will
help the farmers to enhance productivity and
explore international market, leading to
higher income. 'Conservation of traditional
rice varieties, propagation of millets and
expansion of aromatic rice farming will be
taken up in seventy acres along with fruit
village projects in ten villages. The rice project
will be spread to 450 acres by 20-21 fiscal
and fruit villages will be extended to all parts
of the district.', said the minister.

The Orchid Fest Jointly organised by KAU
and The Orchid Society of India (TOSI)
included a national conference on current

Trends in Conservation, Sustainable Develop
ment and Social benefits of medicinal and
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Min/sfer for Agricu

e in Wayanad

Odd

lture V. S. Sunil Kumar inaugu
rates Orchid Fest at Ambalavayal on March 17

floricultural significance of Orchids and
an international Orchid show.

C. K. Saseendran MLA delivered Key
note address in the inaugural function
presided over by Ambalavayal Grama
Panchayat President Seetha Vijayan. KAU
Executive Committee member Dr. A. Anil
Kumar, Director of Research Dr. P. Indira
Devi, ICAR ADG Dr. P. Janakiram, TOSI
President Prof. Promila Pathak, KAU GC
member Cheruvayal Raman and RARS
head Dr. P. Rajendran spoke.

GC Approves 666 crore budget
Thrust on farmer friendly initiatives

K. V. Vijayadas MLA presenting
KAU budget 2018-19 in GCmeet

KAU budget 2018-19
with an outlay of Rs. 666.70
crore was approved by the
annual meeting of General
Council held at Vellanikkara
on 24 March 2018.

The budget presented by
K. V. Vijayadas MLA in the
meeting chaired by Vice-
Chancellor Dr. R Chandrababu
envisages a series of innova

tive programmes in academic, research and extension sectors.
K. V. Vijayadas MLA described the budget as an attempt
to ensure all possible support to farming community.

The estimated receipt under nonplan is 340.40 crore,
that under plan is 82.5 crore and a total receipt of 242.80
is anticipated under external aided projects. The non plan
expenditure Is pegged at 519.38 crore while the estimated
plan expenditure is 77.70 crore.

Vice-Chancellor assured the house that initiatives for
institution building, academic improvement, strengthening
of research and extension activities will be taken up in a
time bound manner.

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

Support for Attapadi farming, Scientific intervention in Kanthallur-
Vattavada belt and Seed mission for enhanced planting material
production.

New College at Ambalavayal, New department for Organic farming,
Finishing school for VHSE students.

Enhancement of Seats for BSc (Ag), Capacity building programme
for students.

Development of drought tolerant varieties, Use of nano techno
logy for productivity enhancement, Farmer innovation centres.
Technology incubators and entrepreneurship hubs.
Village adoption. Package for urban agriculture. Farm science
congress, farm tourism models and KAU web portal.

Executive Committee members K. Rajan MLA, G. S. Jayalal MLA,
Dr. A Anil Kumar and Dr. T. Pradeep Kumar, Registrar in charge Dr. P.
Indira Devi and other University officers were present. K. Knshnan
kutty MLA, M. Vincent MLA, Dr. B. Suma, P. K. Sreekumar, Kunjammad
Kutty, Dr. S. Estelitta, Anil Radhakrishnan, K. D. Babu, C. H. Muthu,
Vasirn Fajl, Abin George, Dr. Thomas George, Dr. Sakir Hussein and
Dr. K. K. Sathyan participated in the discussions.
















