
KAU team on

exchange visit to US
Part of tie-up with Cornell University
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THRISSUR

Under an academic coUzjbo- /
ration between the F^ala
Agricultural Univ;ef^'ty
(KAU) and Cornell UniverM-
ty, Ithaca, U.S., four 'stu
dents and a faculty member
of the KAU will visit the un
iversity next week.
The KAU group consists

of three post-graduate stu
dents Anirudh K.C. (agricul
tural economics) and Anu-
nayana T. John (agricultural
meteorology) from the Col
lege of Horticulture, Vella-
nikkara, and Deepa R. Chan-
dran (plant pathology) and a
third-year under-graduate
student Sanoop Skaria Va-
rughese from the College of
Agriculture, Vellayani.

Rose Mary Francies, Pro
fessor, and Head, Depart
ment of Seed Science, and
Technology, College of Hor
ticulture, is part ofthe team.
The team will leave for the
U.S. on October 13.
"The beginning of a sus

tainable collaboration for
the benefit of our students
and faculty will be flagged
off by the Minister of Agri
culture by handing over the
scholarship to the select
group. A function to herald
the new initiative has been
arranged on October 12,"
said R. Chandra Babu, KAU
vice chancellor.

"The visit will allow the
students and a faculty ac
quire advanced knowledge
and help equip themselves

to address challenges like
fqod shortage, hunger, and
'iialnutritipn through the In
ternational Agriculture and
Rural- Development course
(IARD), 201?, offered by
Cornell University," he said.

■ * "The exchange pro-
gramrn^'.vrili provide a plat
form-'cb inculcate and im
bibe the -approaches
followed at Cornell that can

be emulated to enrich teach
ing, research, and academ
ics at the KAU as well as
bring about a paradigm shift
in the approach to concerns
of farmers," he said.

Three modules

The lARD course offered by
Cornell University compris
es three modules spread ov
er nine months. The first
module consists of lectures
delivered by professors in
different fields of crop
sciences, food sciences and
food technology, food mar
keting, rural development,
nutrition, and biotechnolo
gy. The students have been
attending the lectures
through electronic medium
since the last week of
August.
The second module in

cludes lectures and a com
prehensive two-week im
mersion programme on the
Cornell campus.

In the third module, the
faculty and students from
Cornell University will team
up with the KAU group in a
field trip in India.
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