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A G&ANULOSIS VIRUS OF THE RICE LEAF ROLLER,
CNAPHALOCROC/S MEDINAL/S GUENEE

(PYRAUSTIDAE, LEPIDOPTERA)

The rice leaf roller Cnaphalocrocis medinalis has recently become
a serious pest all over India. Steinhaus and Marsh (1962) first reported
the incidence of a granulosis in the larve of C. medinalis collected from
Fi j i . But there is no previous record of this disease in India.

In 1972, many la rvae collected f rom paddy fields in and around
Trivandrum showed signs and symptoms characteristic of a granulosis
infection. A granulosis virus was isolated and its pathogenicity proved
subsequently- The infected larvae turned pale white in the initial stages
and milky white as the disease advanced. The body became stretched
considerably and the cuticle ruptared on the slightest disturbance releas-
ing a milky white fluid. The larvae died in 6-10 days after the ingestion
of the virus. The infected larvae showed a characteristic behaviour of
migrat ing to the leaf t ips before dea th though occassionally a few
remained inside the leaf folds alio.

The authors grateful ly acknowledge the ident if icat ion of the
pathogen by Dr. .1. R, Adams , Insect Pathology Laboratory, Beltsville,
U. S. A.
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