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NEW RECORD OF CO CCINELLAARCUATA FABRICIUS (COLEOPTERA:
CO CCINELLIDAE) AS A PREDATOR OF NILAPARVATA
LUGENS STAL IN KERALA

Large numbers of Coccinella arcuata adults were found feeding on
the nymphs of Nilaparvatalugens, a very devastating pest of paddy which
occurred in different parts of Ke-ala during 1972-73 and 1973-74. In
laobratory studies it was seen that the first, second and third instar
nymphs of the pest were consumed by adult predator, the average con-
sumption being 20 per day The life cycle of the beetle was short,
lasting for 20-22 days only. The adults lived for a long period of
about 35 days. They could easily be reared on alternate hosts in the
absence of N. lugens, Aphis craccivore Koch. and Rhopalosiphum maidis Fitch.
were suitable for the mass multiplication of this predator in the labortory
C arcuata which is revorted on N. lugens for the first time, appears to
have potentialities as an effective biological control agent against the pest.

C. arcuata was reported earlier as a predator of sugarcane aphids
in Hawaii (Agee and Swezey, 1919) and of Aphis maidis in Guam (Swez-v,
1940). The authors express their gratefulness to the Director, Commonwealth
Institute of Entomology, London for identifying the predator.
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