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BIOLOGY OF THE GREEN BORER OF SUGARCANE,RAPHIMETOPUS
ABLUTELLUS ZELLER (LEPIDOPTERA - PYRALIDAE)

" § 'hegreenborer of sugarcane, Anerastia

X ablutellus reported by Lefroy (1908)
was placed under the genus Raphimetopus
by Hampson (1918) and Fletcher and
Ghosh (1919) recorded it as asporadic pest
of sugarcane in North Bihar. In recent
years it has become a regular pest of
sugarcane in Uttar Pradesh.

R. ablutellusovipositsincracksoron
loose soil below the cane shoots. The eggs
are laid in cluster without overlapping.
Theeggsarewhiteincolour, oval inshape,
0.86 mm long and 0.48 mm broad. Moths
laid 36 eggs on anaverage (range 50 to 20)
in the laboratory. The oviposition period
was 3 days. Incubation period was 6-7
days. There werefivelarval instars. The
first instar larva is creamy white with
transverse grey line on the dorsal side of
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each segment. Thesecondinstarlarvawas
greenish on the thorax and light pink on
the abdomen. The third, fourth and fifth
instarlarvaeareall copperish- green. The
larval period was covered in 20-24 days.
Themature larvamoves to thegroundand
spinsacocoon bearing aloose cap through
whichthemoth emerges. Sail particlesare
attached to thesurface of thecocoon giving
it the appearance of an earthcrn cell.
Cocoon length varied between 10.0 and
25.0 mm and breadth between 4.0 - 5.0 mm.
Theanal end bearssix circinate hairs. The
pupal period was 6-8 days. Theforewings
of the moth are ochreous and the hind
wingswhite. Thefemaleisvery sluggish
and survivefor 6 days. Themaleisquite
active and lives for 3 days. The tota life
cycle ranged between 35-42 days during
April and May.
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