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Flood: Coffee productlon
seen to be down by 12.7%
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- Kochi: Last year’s floods in
 Kerala have significantly
- affected the coffee produc-
- tioniri the state, as the post-
. monsoon estimation has

. showedal2.7% decline over

. the post-blossom estimate,
. said the Coffee Board.

: According to the post:
: monsoon estimation, the
: coffee production for the
: fiscal 2019 will be 70,435
: down by 10,215
: tonnes over the post-blos-
: som estimate of 89,650
: tonnes.

t Karnataka, the largest
i producer of coffee in the
i country was also affected
i by thefloods, and the Board
i pstimates that Karnataka’s
: post-monsoon crop would
: beatnearly2.20lakhtonnes
. for the fiscal 2019, a decline
: of 48,250 tonnes over the
: post-blossom estimate.

: “It is evident that in all
: the major coffee growing
: areas of Karnataka and
: Kerala, there was an excess
: rainfall of 46% to 98% o dur-
! ing the period of January
! and September 2018 in com-
i parison to the rainfall re-
i ceived during the corre-
: gponding period of the pre-
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vious year. The continuous
rains led to soil saturation
and wet feet conditions re-
sulting in defoliation, ber-
ry drop and incidence of
stalk rot and black rot. Up-
rooting of shade trees as
well as landslides also dam-
aged the crop. The very se-
vere intensity rains which
occurred in August 2018
caused an unprecedented
flooding and landslides in
coffee-growing areas af-
fecting the coffee planta-
tions, estate infrastructure
and road and communica-
tion network,” the report
said,

Though the initial crop
set was good with record
post-blossom estimate of
over 3.80,000 lakh tonnes,
the overall post-monsoon

According to the
post-monsoon
estimation, the
coffee production
for the fiscal 2019
will be 70,435
tonnes, downby
10,215 tonnes over
the post-blossom
estimate of

89,650 tonnes

estimate for the country is
now pegged at 3.20 lakh
tonnes, a decline of nearly
60,000 tonnes. Comiinenting
on the Board findings, Pra- :
santh Rajesh, president of :
Wayanad Coffee Growers :
Association, said that the
crop hasdeclined by amini-
mum of 20% in areas like
Kalpetta and Vythiri. “It
seems there is only a de-
cline of 10% in Sulthan
Bathery where rains were
comparatively less severe,”
hesaid.

According to Rajesh,
two-three weeks ago, there
were rains in Wayanad,
which had resulted in par-
tial blossoms. “This will re-
sult in 20% of our next
year's crop getting ripened
three weeks early,” he said.




