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Two Thrissur farmers win
genome saviour awards

Proof of KAU's support for farmers, says VC

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THRISSUR

Two farmers from Thrissur
have won the prestigious
plant genome  saviour
awards instituted by the Pro-
tection of Plant Varieties and
Farmer’s Rights Authority,
Government of India.

While PV. Jose from Potta,
Chalakudy, was selected for
the Plant Genome Saviour
Farmer Award, which com-
prises a cash prize of 1.5
lakh, citation, and memento,
Jayan K.R. (Plavu Jayan) of
Avittathur, Irinjalakuda, was
bestowed with the Plant Ge-
nome Saviour Recognition,
consisting of a cash prize of

%1 lakh, citation, and
memento. :
Idukki settlement

The Thayannankudy tribal
settlement at Chinnar in
Idukki was also selected for
the Plant Genome Saviour
Community Award.

Mr. Jose of Potta has been
conserving nutmeg types
and fruit plants such as man-
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go, banana, rambutan, pula-
san, mangosteen, and cus-
tard apple in his eight-acre
farm for the past 50 years.
One genotype of nutmeg
from his collection with su-
perior qualities - KAU-Pul-
lan - has been released as an
official variety from Kerala
Agricultural University.

Mr. Jayan is a conservator
of traditional jack cultivars.
His nomination for the
award was prompted by the
Agriculture Minister declar-
ing jackfruit as the State
fruit. A gulf returnee, Mr.
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Jayan took up cultivationand
conservation of traditional
jack varieties in his farm and
neighbourhood, and devot-
ed his time for spreading the
fruit across the State. Col-
lecting and propagating dif-
ferent jackfruit varieties be-
came his obsession and he is
the owner of a vast collec-
tion of jack gem plasm.

The continued presence
of Kerala farmers in plant ge-
nome saviour awards is
proof of the KAU’s support
for farmers, said Vice Chan-
cellor R. Chandra Babu.




