Crop-protection
body flays Kerala’s
ban on pesticides

Attributes output
decline to neglect
of science-based

agriculture o
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The Crop Care Federation of
India has taken strong ex-
ception to pesticides ban in
Kerala, saying that the de-
cision is arbitrary, irrational
and inconsistent with the
provisions in the Insecticide
Act,1968. =

State vs Centre
The Act regulates import,
manufacture, sale, trans-

port, distribution of pesti-

cides all over the country, It
is under the Union list and
therefore only the Central
government can make laws
through the Parliament.

The State government
could not do anything that
goes beyond the: powers
granted to it by the Central
Act.

Beginning 2010, the Agri-
culture Department had.ar-
bitrarily banned use of cer-
tain pesticides, a position
paper released by the CCFI
on Pesticides ban in Kerala
said.

The reaction of CCFI — the
apex body of Indian crop
protection industry — comes

in the wake of the recent ban
on glyphosate, the weedi-
cide used to control weeds in
CIops.

Yield loss in major crops

“‘Promoting organic agricul-
ture does not empower the
State government to arbit-
rarily ban certain federally-
registered pesticides for an
unspecified period. The area
under certified organic agri-
culture in Kerala is less than
one per.gcent of the total cul-
tivated aréa. Because of neg-
lect of science-based intens-
ive agriculture, there is an
alarming decline in produc-
tion of all major crops in Ker-
ala," said the position paper.

Writ petitions

“Our investigations show
that there is very high yield
loss in the State to pests and
diseases due to restrictions
put on pesticides’ use. CCFI
is determined to take efforts
to protect the legitimate
rights of farmers to access
and wuse pesticides re-
gistered under the Insect-
icide Act,” said S Ganesan,
Advisor (Publig, & Policy Af-
fairs), CCFI.

There are four writ peti-
tions filed in the Kerala High
Court challenging the legal
validity of the State govern-
ment order imposing arbit-
rary ban, he added.




