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. Synthetic ﬁbres

. “contribute to
plastic pollutlon
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Polyester and other syn-
i thetic'fibres such as nylon
:{ are major: contributors of

mxcroplasnc pollution. in-

the environment, say re-
searchers and -suggest
switching to .biosynthetic
fibres may help prevent
this.

“These materials, dur-
ing production, processing
and after use, break down
i and rtelease microfibres
i that can now be found in
i everything and everyone,”
i said Melik Demirel, profes-
¢ sor at the Pennsyivania
i State University inthe US.

i Synthetic fibres are pe-
i troleum-based products,
: unlike natural fibres such
¢ as wool, cotton and silk,
: which are recyclable and
i biodegradable.

i  Mixed fibres that con-
: tain both natural and syn-
thetic fibres are difficult or
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i Inthe oceans, pieces of
: microgcopic plastic . are
i consumed by plants and
: .animals and enter the hu-
i man. food chain through

‘fibres sucﬁ.as wool 'cotton,
|i|k andl.linen, even: though

| aid_in biodegradation 'of
i the ﬁb for reuse; substl-
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