Times of India 22-02-19, p-3

Floods blessing in dlsgulse,
gifts Kuttanad bumper crop

Paddy Yield Shoots Up To Eight Tonnes Per Hectare
FACTORS THAT mrwzuczn CROP YIELD

Times News NETWORK

Alappuzha: -Despite :he
destruction unleashed by
the August floods, farners
in Kuttanad hope to reip a
bumper harvest.

After suffering devas-
tating losses the yielc per
hectare has shoot upto
eight tonnes. As pe re-
portslast year, the avirage
yield was only four tsnnes.
per hectare.

Theregionhadsu fered
a complete wash cut of
crops due to the deluze and
the farmers had begin cul-
tivation from the scjatch.

Principal agruulture
officer Beena Natesh said
this harvest season Kutta-
nad will produce aldition-
al 50,000 tonnes of paddy
and the profit is ejtimated
atRs125crore. |

Harvesting weuld Dbe-
gin by February 2§ and the
agriculture department
has made arrangements to
purchase 500 combine har-
vesting machines to com-
plete the harvestin a time
bound manner. |

Mankombu Rice Re-
gsearch Station head Van-
dana Venugopal attribute
the rise in yield to a combi-
nation of factors ranging
from sedimentation due to
the floods to low level of
pestincidences.

She said, “the flood wa-
ters have brought down the
iron toxicity level in paddy
fields, which was major is-
sue experienced by farm-
ers across Kuttanad.”

As per estimates, the
floods had resulted in de-
positing of silt varying
from three centimeters to
90cm across the wetland
system.

vandana added, “the
silt disposition improved
the physical condition of
thefields andlevelof calei-
um also shotup.’
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on thesoil in Kuttanad was
conducted, which revealed
that level of magnesium

and boron were low in the «

paddy fields. The farmers
were provided with in-
stru¢tions on how to tackles
the i3sue.

The most crucial of
thesee could be that after
thete fields remained sub-
merged for several weeks,
farnersthistimecould fol-
low the crop calendar for
‘puncha’ cultivation.

The sowing was done in
th: months of October and
Niwvember. Given the
snooth progress of calen-
dir, the harvest would be
cimpleted much before the
arival of saline water.

The quality of seeds

tat was distributed by
gricultural department
yas also  significantly
iigher. Favorable climate
esulted in’low instance of
yest and disease, thereby
yoosting the yield.
Vandana Venugopal
said, “if farmers follow
this trend, it would reduce
pollution and further in-
crease paddy production.

Scientific experts had also
raised awareness among
the farming community on
adoption of good agricul-
tural practices  Post-
flood.”

It is due to agriculture
department’s efforts to re-
sume farming that ‘Pun-
cha’ cultivation could be
kicked off in September.

PI‘ll’lClpal agriculture
officer Beena Natesh said,
“hefore the floods, only
23, 000 hectares was under

‘puncha’ cultivation. Post-
ﬂood thearea increasedto
30,500 hectares.
32,000 farmers were en-
gaged in ‘puncha’ cultiva-
tion this time.”

“Initially we expected
only five tonne paddy
crops per hectareé this time
and hoped for an addition-
al 35,000 tonne paddy crop-
However, now we are confi-
dent that we would get ad-
ditional 50,000 tonne pad-
dy. This is a historical
achievement for us,” she
added.

The agriculture gepart-

“ment had distributed of

Jyothi and Uma at free of

overt.

cost. fI‘he farmers sowed
Jyothi seeds in 1,000 hec-
tares and Uma seeds in

29,500 hectares.
The devastating floods
had severely affected

around 650 paddy polders
and bunds of 167 polders
were breached. The farm- :
ers had incurred a loss of i
more than Rs 200 crore. :
The farmers were able to
resume cultivation with
the help of the state gov-
ernment,

The Kerala State Civil
supplies Corporation
(SupPlyco) has made ar-
rangéments to procure
paddy from the farmers.
The Subplyco will distrib-
ute the paddy price to
farmers immediately after
the ProCurement.The pro-
curement price offered
this §eason is Rs 25.30.

yield ber hectare would
vary bas€d on the nature of
the s0il- The yield from the
kari 1an4ds tend to be a bit
lower thal thoge classified
as KaraPPadam while the
yield froMm the ayal land’
will alWaV¥s be on the high-
erside:



