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SACCOLEPIS INTERRUPJA, AN ALTERNATE HOST FOR THE RICE LEAF
FOLDER, CNAPHALOCROC1SMEDINALIS GUEN. (Pyralidae: Lepidoptera).

The rice leaf folder, Cnaphalocrocis medinalis Guen, is a major pest of rice
in Kerala. The pest is endemic in Kuttanad tract where rice is cultivated during the
summer (Puncha) season. A survey was undertaken in the Kuttanad region to locate
alternate hosts if any, for the leaf folder.

During the course of the survey, leaf folder larvae were found feeding on
Saccolepis interrupta Stapf., a long perennial grass common in marshes and in the
edges of ponds and tanks. They roll the leaves longitudinally and feed from within.
Leaves show typical damagesymptoms as in the rice plant. Caterpillars reared on
this grass feed on rice leaves and vice versa.

Recorded alternate hosts of the insect include grasses like, Penneselum
pediciltatum, Dicanthium annufatum, Panicum sp. (Gangav and Katiyar, 1 971 );
crops like sugarcane (Candava and Calora, 1964), ragi and wild species of rice
{Veluswamy et al, 1973).

As S. interrupta plants grow abundantly in marshy places and along irrigation
channels in Kuttanad and harbour the pest throughout the year, it is quite likely that
the leaf folder maintains its population on this weed during the off crop season.

The authors are indebted to Sri. N. Narayana Pillai, Professor of Botany,
S. D. College, Alleppeyfor identifying the weed species.
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