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CANTHECONIDEA FURELLATA (WOU=) PENTATOMIDATE; HEM1PTERA
AS A PREDATOR OF HENOSEPLACHNA VIGINTIOCTOPUNCTATA (FABR;

Adults and nymphs of Cantheconidea furcellata recorded as predators
of Henosepilachna vigintioctopunctata occuring on a crop of brinjal raised in
the Instructional Farm and Research Station attached to the College of Horticul-
ture, Vellanikkara, during August-September 1980, The adults and nymphs fed
on the pupae and grubs of the pest and did not reveal clear preference to any
stage. A single nymph on an average consumed 1 9 grubs/pupae per day (n =25)
the range being 16-32. The adults fed at the rate of 16 grubs/pupae per day
and their longevity was 11 days. The feeding habits of the nymbhs and adults
were similar. The proboscis is inserted into the pleura! membrances of the prey
and the prey is held in position continuously for about three minutes for feeding
on the body fluid.

C. furcellata has been already recorded as a predator of many lepidoptero-
us larvae (Cherian and Bramachai, 1941). Rawat and Modi (1975) reported the
bug to be predatory cm Oocassida pudibunda Boh. (Coleoptera; Chrysomelidae).
The present report of C. furcellata feeding on H. vigintioctapunctata is the first
record.

s)nJs1<ft.oj<a«i1

so^aDtnlm^gg sou
A*IOJ° grj

References

Cherian. M, C. and Brahmachari, K. 1941. Notes on the three predatory hemipt-
erons from South India. Indiau J. Ent., 3, 115-119,

Rawat, R. R, and Modir B, N. 1 972. Preliminary study on the biology and natural
enemies of tortoise beetle Oocassida pudibunda Boh. {Coleopteja;
Chrysomelidae: Cassidinae) in Madhya Hradesh. Ind. J.Agrl.
Sciences, 42, 854-856.

College of Hort,culture, M. K. SHEILA
Vellanikkara-680 654, C. C. ABRAHAM
Trichur, Kerala

(MS Received- 24-10-1980)


