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LITTLE LEAF DISEASE OF CLOVE iN KERALA

During the survey on the diseases of clove (Eugenia caryophyllata Willd.),
little leaf symptoms were observed on clove seedlings in the nursery at the
District Agricultural Farm, Kozha, Kottayam District, Kerala during the year
1978.

The disease was characterised by shortening of the internodes and cluster-
ing of small crinkled leaves (Fig. 1). The growth of the seedlings was arrested
and fresh leaves did not emerge.

The disease could not be transmitted either by sap inocu'ation or by
grafting. Consequent on spraying 200 ppm tetracyclin five times at bi-weekly
intervals, the infected seedlings produced normal leaves with elongated Inter-
nodes. The recovery of the diszase after spraying tetracyclin indicated the
probable mycoplasma nature.

The occurrence or little leaf of clove, probably of virus origin, was
reported by Balasubramoniam 1958) from Kanyakumari District of Tamil Nadu,
The mycoplasma nature of the disease is reported for the first time.
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Fig. 1 Symptoms of little leaf of clove



