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THE CASTOR CAPSULE BORER D/CHOCROC/S PUNCTIFERALIS GUEN.

AS A PEST OF CACAO IN INDIA

The castor capsule borer, Dichocrocis punctiferalis Guen. (Lepidoptera:
Pyralidae), is an important polyphagous pest found throughout the year in
India. The caterpillars damage the stems and seeds of castor plants by boring
into them. They feed on 'kaikar' (Garuga pinnata) fruits and mango flowers
in Maharashtra (Poona) and cacao in Sri Lanka (Lefroy, 1909). Ayyar (1940)
has reported it as an important pest on turmeric, ginger, arrow root, guava,
cardamom and peaches.

During a study of cacao pests in Trichur District, Kerala State, the
castor capsule borer was found to damage its flower cushions severely and
occassionally its bark. Entwistle (1972) has recorded the occurrence of this pest
on cacao in Sri Lanka, Malaysia and Indonesia, but reported it as only seldom
important.

-rhe reddish brown caterpillars of different instars attack the flower

cushions mainly. The flower buds and flowers of the attacked cushions dry
off and are shed causing heavy reduction in yield The caterpillars pupate in
a silken cocoon inside a burrow made on the cushions. Sometimes they feed
on the barks of the trunk and then pupate, after burrowing in. In 1975
(January February) the caterpillars had damaged up to 80% of the flower
cushions in about 40% of the trees in the locality. Thus, this pest can
be considered as a major pest of cacao in India attacking its cushions
and bark.
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