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AN ADDITIONAL HOST OF Botryod/plodia theobromae Pat

A leaf spot disease of Uvaria narum Wall was observed during Septem-
ber - October, 1974, at the Botanical Gardens, Trivandrum, Kerala. The disease
appeared on the upper surface of leaves as circular to oval reddish brown to
choclate brown spots. At maturity, the spots coalesced and they were 1.0-1.5 cm.
in size. The causal organism was isolated on potato - dextrose agar medium
which was identified as Botryodiplodia theobromae Pat. The pathogenicity of the
fungus was established by inoculating detached healthy leaves of U. narum under
laboratory conditions, Pycnida were produced in groups of 3-5, globose to flask
shaped, 210-302 X 174-200 /t with numerous spores. Young pycnidiospores were
hyaline, one-celled, rounded to ellipsiodal. Mature conidia weie two-celled and
19-30 X 10-14 ji . The culture was deposited in the Commonwealth Mycological
Institute, Kew, Surrey, England (I. M. I. 180691).

Shreemali and Bilgrami (1968) reported that B. theobromae Pat. caused
leaf spot diseases of a large number of plants. A perusal of literature revealed
that U. narum is an additional host of Botryodiplodia theobromae Pat. which
caused leaf spot disease.

The authors are grateful to Dr. Sutton, C. M. I., Kew, Surrey, England,
for confirming the identity of the fungus. Thanks are also due to Dr. A. K.
Sarbhoy, Curator, Division of Mycology & Plant Pathology, I. A. R. I., New
Delhi, for the helpful suggestions and to Dr. N. S. Money, Dean, College of
Agriculture, Vellayani, for providing the facilities.
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