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C H A P T E R  -  1 

IN T R O D U C T IO N

India is predominantly  an agrarian country with agriculture as the 

main occupation o f  the rural people. Since Indian agriculture is diversified,  

care must  be taken in agricultural  planning and policy making.  Any 

general izat ion in the policy will ignore the inter-regional  differences. 

Without  understanding the intricacies o f  rural life, the success o f  a plan is 

doubtful .  Any plan that relates to rural India must be in harmony  with the 

local geographical,  economic  and social condit ions.

Rural local plans give topmost  priority to agriculture and al lied areas. 

The development dialogue that went  into the reasons  o f  the stagnation o f  the 

agricultural  sector had underlined the importance  o f  part icipatory 

decentral ised planning as a way out (Isaac and Tharakan,  1995). Agriculture 

and allied act ivit ies  were identified as areas where the decentral ised 

al ternat ives have the maxim um potential  for improvement .  If  decentral izat ion 

is to be meaningful resources need to be devolved  to lowrer levels o f  decision 

making,  which must  have the right to al locate resources based on local 

priori ties.  This is what ,  that has been experimented through gramasabhas  

Gramasabhas  came into force in Kerala as a part o f  peop le ' s  plan (PP) in the 

year 1996. People 's  plan is an innovation in the field o f  decentral ised 

planning in the whole nat ion itself’. While most  other programmes  have come 

up at the instance and with the support  o f  international  donors (United 

Nations.  1996 and Blair, 2000), the People 's  Campaign has very much been of  

local origin. The Kerala Panchayati Raj Act, 1994 provides  for the



consti tut ion o f  gramasabhas  separa te ly for every  ward o f  the village. 

Gramasabha  is a body o f  persons.  But  it can also be seen as a process or a 

mode ensur ing people ' s  par t icipat ion.  In many ways gramasabha is 

comparab le  to ci tizen forum -  a forum o f  direc t  democracy in the ancient 

Greek City States (Cohen and Uphoff ,  1980).

Gramasabha  is the only const i tu t ionally  recognized insti tut ion where 

people part icipate directly in matter s  concern ing  their lives. Through  the 

discuss ions  carried out in these  vi l lage assembl ies ,  people identify local 

development problems,  analyse the factors respons ib le and put  forward 

suggest ions for possible so lut ions.  The  needs assessed through gramasabhas 

serve as the raw material for the gramapanchaya t  in preparing projects  for the 

locality. Building up o f  the da tabase from the g ramasabha level with required 

consol idat ion at the panchayat  level and upwards  set the process o f  

information dr iven planning even  at the lowes t  level (Chattopadhyay and 

Aniyan,  2000).

The rural people have demonst ra ted  th roughout history that they have 

an inherent  capacity to f ind solut ions  to their  ow n problems and development 

needs (Mkhize ,  2000). Gramasabha  acts as a s tatutory body where the rural 

people  can voice their  needs and concerns.  Gramasabhas  provide critical 

suppor t  by crea t ing insti tut ional  space where they can part icipate,  thus 

real is ing the true meaning o f  decent ra l iza t ion  and ensuring sustainable 

development .
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Need t o r  the s tudy

Gramasabha  has been given shape to add a bet ter  dimension to the 

exist ing planning system. Since the concept  o f  gramasabha  was completely 

new to Kerala,  it needs to give special at tention to these gramasabhas .  It is o f  

prime necessity to know whether these gramasabhas perform the functions as 

intended or not. A systematic s tudy analysing the effect iveness o f  the 

gramasabhas  in planning and implementing  agricultural  deve lopment 

programmes has not been conducted.  The  present  s tudy is an at tempt to till 

this lacuna.

Scientif ic s tudies on the role o f  gramasabhas  in promot ing agricultural 

deve lopment would help to reorient  the gramasabhas  with regard to the 

development problems o f  the farmers.  It is presumed that the result o f  the 

study will also help planners,  policy makers  and adminis tra tors  to strengthen 

gramasabhas  for a sustainable agricultural development.

O b jec t ives

1) To analyse the effect iveness o f  gramasabhas in planning and 

implementing agricultural  development programmes

2) To study the attitude o f  farmers,  officials  and p e o p le ’s representat ives 

towards gramasabhas

3) To study the perception o f  farmers,  officials  and people 's  

representat ives about the func tioning o f  gramasabhas

4) To identify the constraints  as perceived by farmers,  officials  and 

people 's  representat ives regarding the functioning o f  gramasabhas

5) To make suggest ions for the bet ter  functioning o f  gramasabhas.



L im i t a t i o n s  of  the s tudy

The study was undertaken as a part o f  the requ irement for the pos t­

graduate programme and hence it was not  possible to cover the area in greater 

depth and in more comprehensive manner.  However,  with l imited resources 

and time available, sincere efforts have been made to make this study more 

object ive and systematic as possible.

P r e s e n t a t i o n  of  the  r e p o r t

The report o f  the study has been spread out under five chapters .  -

Chapter  One introduces the subject  o f  the thesis indicat ing its need, 

object ives,  l imitat ions and the way in which  the study has been pursued.

Chapter  Two covers the relevant  literature,  conceptualisa t ion of  

variables and the conceptual  model  o f  the study.

Chapter  Three deals with the methodology in which detai ls  regarding 

the locale,  sampling, empirical measures used, data collect ion and the 

stat istical methods  used for the analysis  o f  the data have been presented.

The results of  the study in rela t ion to the object ives and  the discussion 

based on the results are presented in Chapter  Four.

A summary o f  the entire s tudy emphasizing the sal ient  f indings is 

given in Chapter  Five fol lowed by references  and appendices.

4
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C H A P T E R  2

T H E O R E T IC A L  O R IE N T A T IO N

In this chapter , it is aimed to develop a theoret ical frame work based 

on past research studies.  Since the present  study is a p ioneering one, review 

o f  the related previous work in accordance with (he object ives o f  the study is 

furnished here.

2.1 Concept  o f  gramasabha

2.2 Effect iveness o f  gramasabhas in planning and implementing  agricultural 

development programmes

2.3 Att i tude towards gramasabhas

2.4 Perception about the functioning o f  gramasabhas

2.5. Relat ionship o f  effect iveness,  at t i tude and percep tion with the selected 

independent  variables

2.6. Problems associated with the funct ioning o f  gramasabhas

2.7 Suggest ions for the bet ter  functioning o f  gramasabhas

2.1 C o n c e p t  o f  g r a m a s a b h a

Gramasabha  is the very bedrock  o f  Panchayati  Raj Inst itutions (PRI). 

PRIs are looked upon as instruments o f  rural development.  They were given 

consti tut ional  status by adding 73rti Am endm ent  Act to the Indian 

const i tution.  As per  this Act, cons t i tut ion o f  gramasabhas  is mandatory but 

its powers  and functions are to be specif ied by its respective state legislatures.  

But gramasabhas  were introduced in Kerala in 1996 as a part o f  PP.



Gramasabha is the assembly o f  all the voters  residing in a village. 

Gramasabha  has been defined in 73rJ A m endm en t  Act as a body comprising 

all persons  registered in the electoral  rolls o f  a vil lage fall ing within the 

jurisdict ion o f  a vil lage panchayat .  The  Kerala Panchayati  Raj Act, 94 

provides for the const i tution o f  gramasabhas  separately for every ward o f  a 

village. So in Kerala context  gramasabha  can be defined as the assembly of  

all the voters  in the ward o f  the vil lage.

State Planning Board (1999) enlis ts  the following functions as related 

to local level planning and plan implementat ion  for the gramasabhas.

1) Identificat ion o f  felt needs  and local problems

2) Evaluation and priori t isat ion o f  project  proposals.

3) Select ion o f  beneficiaries

4) Mobil i sa t ion o f  local resources and

5) Social audit

On 4 th July 1996 Kerala Government const i tuted  a commit tee  on 

decentralisation with Dr. Satya Brata Sen as its chairman.  Its recommendat ions  

on gramasabha  are perhaps the first detailed exposit ion  on the subject.  Sen 

Commit tee  (1997) has categorical ly stated that

1) The gramasabha  should meet  as frequently as possib le at any rate not 

less than once in three months.

2) There should be a writ ten invitat ion to every household  to ensure 10 

per cent quorum.

3) Every member  should be given a copy o f  the government  order 

detail ing the rights and responsib i l i t ies  o f  the gramasabhas  with a 

covering letter  by the panchayat  president .



According to Mahipal  (1998),  some o f  the non-panchayat  members  

should be authorized to look into the accounts and put  their s ignature as a 

mark o f  the scrut iny done.

From Kerala experience it could be stated that the rela t ionship  between 

grainasabha and panchayats  is dialect ical in nature.  Jagajeevan  and 

Ramakanthan (2000)  found out that the part icipa t ion in gramasabha  was 

reduced with urbanisat ion and increased with farming com munity  present  in 

the populat ion.  They also pointed out that the functioning o f  gramasabha  was 

not affected by poli tical differences.

Thus  in the ul t imate analysis,  gramasabha is an insti tut ion to meet, 

discuss and crit icise (Mathew, 1999).

2.2 Effec t iveness  o f  g r a m a s a b h a s  in p l a n n i n g  a n d  im p le m e n t in g  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  p r o g r a m m e s

Accord ing to Lassen (1976) one o f  the key factors in influencing 

organisat ional  effect iveness was the channels  o f  communica tion  exist ing in 

the group.

Nagendraprasad  (1978) cons idered cultural  and recreat ional  act ivit ies 

as important  act ivi t ies  for the effect ive functioning o f  you th  clubs.

Clark (1991) and Hunter  et ai. (1992) observed that regularity,  

punctuali ty and at tendance in all group meetings  were impor tant  indicators  o f  

effect ive group functioning.

Aziz (1993) opined that the local  governance system will not provide 

answers to local problems and development impera t ives  unless such a system 

is responsive to these problems,  effect ive and eff icient in its reach.  He added

I
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that the local governments  appeared to have done bet ter  at implementa t ion 

stage than at the plan formulat ion stage,

Arnaiz (1995) reported that the farmers organisat ions  can enhance the 

effect iveness and eff iciency o f  agricultural  technology systems.

Accord ing to Tiwari (1997) any strategy which ignores the inter­

regional differences and fails to unders tand the intricacies o f  normal life is 

bound to be ineffective.

FAO (1999) recommended that members  o f  the farmers group should 

share the responsibi l i ty to the group decision,  so as to make functioning of  

group more effect ive.

Accord ing to John and Chathukulam (1999), an effect ive gramasabha is 

possible only with the wil l ing co-operat ion  o f  the representat ives  o f  the 

people.

M athew  (1999) stated that the panchayats  will be effect ive only i f  

gramasabhas meet  regularly with  m a x im um  par t icipat ion  o f  the people,

Puyalvannan (1999) found that one can plan effect ively only when the 

quantum o f  money that is available is know n before hand.

Singh (1999) opined that,  for effect ive func tioning o f  any democrat ic  

inst i tut ion or peop le ’s organisat ion,  it is necessary that the members  o f  the 

organisat ion meet  regularly,  as frequently as necessary and at a place and at a 

time convenient  to the majori ty o f  the members  concerned.

Accord ing to Chattopadhyay and  Aniyan (2000) local level data base 

were a major lacuna to take up effect ive planning at micro level.



Mishra and Dhaka (2000) op ined  that an organisa t ion cannot  operate 

effect ively if internal boundaries become inflexible walls and sect ions within 

it start act ing as i f  they are in compet i t ion  with,  or under threat from other 

parts o f  the organisat ion.

Palnaik (2000) observed that serious gaps in infrastructure 

development in a neo-liberal  economy reduces the effect iveness o f  resource 

use at the lower levels.

2.3 A t t i t u d e  of  f a r m e r s  t o w a r d s  g r a m a s a b h a s

Allport (1935) stated that at ti tude is a mental and neural state of  

readiness organised through exper ience ,  exert ing a direct ive or dynamic 

influence upon the individuals  response to all objects  and si tuat ions with 

which it is related.

Thurs tone (1946) defined at ti tude as the degree o f  posi t ive or negative 

affect associated with some psychological  object towards which people  can 

differ  in varying degrees.

Krech and Crutchfield (1948)  defined at ti tude as an enduring 

organisat ion o f  motivat ional,  emot iona l ,  perceptual  and cognit ive process 

with respect  to some aspect o f  the ind iv idua l ’s world.

Cooper  (1959) experimenta l ly  demonstrated  that even when attitudes 

are aroused in an artificial laboratory sett ing,  they are accompanied  by 

relatively strong emotion.

Katz and Scotland (1959) stated that attitude is a tendency or 

disposi t ion  to evaluate an object or the symbol o f  that object  in a certain way.
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Sharma (1972) defined attitude as a personal  disposi t ion  which impels 

an individual  to react to some object  or situation.

Accord ing to Blair  (1978) at t itude is a predispos i t ion to respond to a 

certain set o f  facts.

Singh (1978) showed that high scores on at ti tude towards farming and 

continuous  decision making were associated with progressive farm behaviour.

Judd tV a!. (1991) viewed at t itude as evaluations o f  various objects  

that arc s tored in memory.

Fathimubi (1993) observed that most  o f  the agricultural  labourers  had 

favourable at titude towards welfare schemes for agricultural  labourers 

implemented by the Government o f  Kerala.

According to Rajendralal  (1997) any development p rogramme aimed 

at the welfare of  the people, calls for maxim um peop le ’s part icipat ion.  To 

achieve this participation the beneficiaries should have a posi t ive attitude 

towards the developmental  programmes .

2.4 P e rc e p t io n  a b o u t  the f u n c t i o n in g  o f  g r a m a s a b h a s

Crow and Crow (1956) defined perception as the meaningful  sensation 

that assumes an important  role in the life o f  an individual .  It refers to the 

ways by which the individual  receives, interprets and responds  to the stimuli 

picked by o n e ’s sense organs.

According to Kuppuswam y (1964) perception is the process o f  

becoming aware o f  objects or events  or  characteris t ics  by means  o f  sensory 

operat ions.  Previous experience influences present  perception.  Thus 

perception is a mighty complex  process.  A person tends to identify a given



si tuat ion or object in terms o f  what  is famil iar  to him. In other  words 

perception depends not only on the pa t tern o f  the st imuli but also on the 

ind iv idual’s past experiences and his needs,

Mitchel (1978) stated that perception is that factor  which shapes and 

produces what we actually experience.

Taylor a  a!. (1980) refers perception as the mental process of  

recognizing the stimuli we receive.  One has to both perceive (recognize) and 

interpret the sensat ions one receives before they become perce ived messages.

Muthukr ishnan  (1981) found that majori ty o f  the users (93 per  cent) of  

biogas plants  had better  perception towards  the at tributes o f  biogas plants.

According to Rao and Narayana (1986) avoiding perceptual  distort ion 

is one o f  the techniques to develop perceptual  skills.

Meera (1995) found that two groups  o f  farmers differed signif icantly 

with respect  to mean utility perception scores for impor tant  agricultural

p ra c t ic e s .

Bhatia and Rajendran (1996) opined that perception becomes  fuller, 

more accurate and more serviceable as a result o f  o n e ’s increas ing  experience.  

We learn to supply more detai ls  and dist inguish the nature o f  subject  when 

only a slight clue is given. In all cases l imited sense o f  data provides 

sufficient clues for us to unders tand the whole object.  Object  also becomes 

more meaningful  through experience.

Santhoshkumar (1999) found that 63.12 per  cent  o f  farmers perceived 

Agricultural  Development Programmes (ADPs) im plemented through PP as 

useful to them and 36.88 per cent  perceived it as least or not useful to them.

1 1
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Jaiswal and Roy (1968) stressed tha t  a farmer does not become 

interested in any information if  he does not  perceive it as re levan t  to his own 

farming situation,  his resources and his  goals. The perception  o f  farmer will 

depend on his values,  bel iefs and at t itudes.

Balu (1980) stated that 75 per  cent  o f  par t icipants  o f  Intensive 

Agriculture Deve lopm ent Programme (IADP) perce ived  that method  o f  

avail ing benefi ts  was more complicated.

Sudha  (1987) conducted a s tudy on Lab to Land Programm e and found 

that about 55 per  cent o f  the non tribals and 75 per  cent  o f  the tribals 

belonged to high perception group.

Accord ing to Pridhvi  (1996) as the cl ients  are involved in the planning 

process they perceive the idea o f  the p rogramm e in a bet ter  way.

Sitaram (1997) observed that the farmers perception o f  ut i lity o f  ADPs 

through PP is dependent  on the fact  tha t  how  effect ive they make use of  

recommendat ions  as described in the plan.

Accord ing to Mishra and Dhaka (2000), the c i t izens ’ perception o f  the 

state and its functionaries is primari ly based  on its role as a service provider,  

law enforcer  and regulator.

Parvathy (2000) found that 77.5 per cent o f  the rural women and 82.5 

per cent of  the woman office bearers had medium level of  perception about PP.



2,5 R e la t io n s h ip  of  the i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  w i th  the  d e p e n d e n t  

v a r i a b le s  u n d e r  s tudy

2.5.1 Effec t iveness

Studies indicating the relat ionship o f  perce ived effect iveness with the 

selected independent  variables is presen ted below.
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N ame o f  the 
researcher

Year o f  
study

Category o f  
respondents

Independent
variables

Rela t ionsh ip  with 
effect iveness

; Sundaram 1986 Farmers Education P & S

i Sundaram 1986 Farmers Social
participat ion

P & S .

; Sundaram 1986 Farmers Economic
mot ivat ion

P & S

Sundaram 1986 Farmers Innovativeness P & S
P & S -  P o s it iv e  and s ign if icant

The researcher observed a posi t ively  significant  relat ion be tween the 

selected profile characteris t ics  and perce ived effect iveness.

2.5.2 A t t i t u d e  a n d  p e rc e p t io n

Relat ionship  o f  the selected independen t  variables with  at ti tude and

perception is given below :

2.5.2.1 Educa t ion

Name o f  the 
researcher

Year o f  
s tudy

Category o f  
respondents

Relat ionsh ip  with 
dependent  variables

Att i tude Perception

Muthukrishnan 1981 Farmers - -

Rangana than 1984 Farmers NS P & S

Swamy 1988 Farmers NS -

Sajeevchandran 1989 Pepper  growers P&S -

Thampan 1990 Farmers P&S -

Varma 1996 Farm-women P&S -

Rajendralal 1997 Farmers P&S P&S

Parvathy 2000 Rural  women NS P&S
NS -  Non-signif icant ,  P&S -  Posi t ive and signif icant



Majori ty o f  the researchers s tated a posi t ive and signif icant  

rela t ionship between educa tion and at t itude.  Regard ing perception,  all the 

researchers observed a pos i t ive and signif icant  relat ionship.
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2.5.2.2 O c c u p a t io n

Name o f  the 
researcher

Year o f  
s tudy

Category o f  
respondents

Relat ionsh ip  with 
dependent  variables

Att i tude Perception

Ravichandran 1980 Sugarcane
growers

NS -

Varma 1996 Farm women P&NS -

Rajendralai 1997 Farmers N&S NS

Parvathy 2000 Rural  women NS P&S

Somasundram and 
Sekhar

2000 Farmers NS .

N S  -  N on-s ig n if ica n t,  P & S  -  P o s i t ive  and s ig n if ica n t,  P & N S  -  P o s i t iv e  and non-sign if icant,  
N & S  -  Negative and s ign if icant

2.5.2.3 A n n u a l  income

Name o f  the 
researcher

Year of  
s tudy

Category of  
respondents

Rela t ionship  with 
dependent  var iables

Att i tude Perception

Sushama 1978 Tribals P & S -

Kamarudecn 1981 Farmers N & S -

Varma 1996 Farm women P&S -

Rajendralai 1997 Farmers N&S NS

Parvathy 2000 Rural  women P&S P&S
N S  -  N on-s ig n if ic an t,  P & S  -  P o s it iv e  and s ig n if ica n t,  N & S  -  Negative and s ign if icant

Majority o f  the researchers revealed that attitude had a posi t ive and 

signif icant  correlat ion with annual  income.



2.5.2.4 Po l i t ica l  o r i e n t a t i o n

'

Name o f  the 
researcher

Year o f  
study

Category o f  
respondents

Rela t ionship  with 
dependent  variables

Att i tude Perception

Santhoshkumar 1999 Farmers - NS

Parvathy 2000 Rural  women NS NS

N S  -  N o n - s i g n i f i c a n t

The studies pointed out a non-s igni f ican t  rela t ionship o f  poli t ical  

orientat ion with both attitude and perception.

2.5.2.5 C o s m opo l i tene ss

Name o f  the 
researcher

Year o f  
study

Category o f  
respondents

Rela t ionship  with 
dependent  variables

Att i tude Perception

Klamarudeen 1981 Farmers P&NS -

Vijayakumar 1983 Farmers P&S -

Swamy 1988 Farmers P&S -

Syamkumar 1999 Farmers P&NS -

P & S  -  P o s i t ive  and s ign if icant,  P & N S  -  P o s i t iv e  and non-sign if icant

All these researchers observed a posi t ive relat ionship with 

cosmopol i teness  and at t itude o f  farmers.
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2.5.2.6 Socia l  p a r t i c ip a t io n

Name o f  the 
researcher

Year o f  
s tudy

Category o f  
respondents

Relat ionship  with 
dependent  variables

Att i tude Perception

Pillai 1978 Farmers - NS

Muthukrishnan 1981 Biogas users - NS

Ranganathan 1984 Farmers NS -

Chet ian 1984 Farmers P&S -

Varma 1996 Farm women P&S -

Rajendaralal 1997 Farmers - P&S

Parvathy 2000 Rural women NS P&S

N S  -  N o n - s i g n i f i c a n t ,  P & S  -  P o s i t ive  and s ign if ican t

Majori ty o f  the researchers observed posi t ive relat ionship with social 

part icipat ion and attitude.

2.5.2.7 I n f o r m a t i o n  s o u rce  u t i l i sa t ion

The researcher could not f ind any study indicat ing the relat ionship o f  

information source uti l isat ion with the dependent  variables,  at t itude and

perception.

2.5.2.8.  E x tens ion  p a r t i c ip a t io n

Studies related to extens ion par t icipa t ion and the variables viz., 

al titude and perception could not be found out.

2.5.2.9.  L e a d e r s h i p  p ro p e n s i ty

Name o f  the 
researcher

Year o f  
study

Category o f  
respondents

Rela t ionship with 
dependent  variables

Att i tude Perception

Parvathy 2000 Rural women NS P&S
NS -  Non-signif icant ,  P&S -  Posit ive and signif icant



2.5.2.10 Attitude towards people’s plan

Studies indicating the re la t ionship  o f  at ti tude towards p e o p le ’s plan 

and the variables viz., a t ti tude and perception could not be found out.

2.5.2.11 E c o n o m ic  m o t iv a t io n

Name o f  the 
researcher

Year o f  
s tudy

Category o f  
respondents

Rela t ionship  with 
dependent  variables

Att i tude Perception

Sajeevchandran 1989 Pepper  growers P&S -

Nelson 1992 Farmers NS -

Varma 1996 Farm women P&S -

Rajendralai 1997 Farmers - P&S

Padmaiah e( al 1998 Farmers - P&S

Syamkumar 1999 Farmers P&NS -

Parvathy 2000 Rural  women P&S P&S
N S  -  Non-s ign if ican t,  P & S  -  P o s it iv e  and s ign if ica n t,  P & N S  -  P o s i t iv e  and non-s ign if icant

Majori ty o f  the researchers observed a pos i t ively signif icant  

correlat ion be tween economic  mot ivat ion and at titude.

All the researchers reported that economic mot iva t ion  had posit ive and 

significant  rela t ionship with perception.

2.5.2.12 T r a i n i n g

Name o f  the 
researcher

Year of  
s tudy

Category of  
respondents

Relat ionsh ip  with 
dependent  variables

Att i tude Perception

Chcrtan 1984 Farmers P&S -

Thomas 1998 Farm women - P&S

Parvathy 2000 Rural  women P&S P&S

P&S -  Posit ive and significant



All these researchers observed pos i t ive and signif icant  rela t ionship of  

training with both at titude and perception.

2,5.2.13 In n o v a t iv en ess
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Name o f  the 
researcher

Year of
studv✓

Category o f  
respondents

Rela t ionship  with 
dependent  variables

Att i tude Perception

Ravichandran 1980 Farmers N&S

Nelson 1992 Farmers P&S -

Vann  a 1996 Farm women P&S

Padmaiah et a! 1998 Farmers - NS

Syamkuma r 1999 Farmers P&NS -

Parvathy 2000 Rural women P&S -

N S  -  N on-s ign if ica n t,  P & S  -  Pos it ive  and s ig n if ica n t,  P & N S  -  P o s i t ive  and non-signit ' icant,
N & S  N e g a t i v e  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t

Majority o f  the researchers pointed out  a posi tive relat ionship between 

innovativeness and attitude.

2.5.2.14 O r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s  in cen t ives :

Studies related to orientat ion towards incentives and at titude and 

perception could not be found out.

2.6. P r o b le m s  assoc ia ted  w i th  the fu n c t i o n in g  o f  g r a m a s a b h a s

Ramal ingam (1984) stated that non-availabil i ty o f  vil lage off icials  in 

lime, diff iculty to get information regarding the scheme and non co-operat ive 

altitude o f  rural work officers were  the constraints  faced by IRDP 

beneficiaries.



Rannorcy (1994) listed out the prob lems related to peop le ’s 

part icipat ion as rel igion,  caste, pat tern o f  education,  ignorance o f  people,  lack 

of  information am ong people,  lack o f  ini t iat ive and lack o f  abil ity to execute.

Dhill ion and Hansra (1995) identif ied the fol lowing problems pertinent  

to par t icipa t ion such as low level o f  awareness,  vil lage fact ionalism, 

illiteracy, poverty o f  the people and non- involvement o f  the community.

Saini and Singh (2000) reported that poli tical fac t ionalism was a great 

hindrance to the working o f  the gramapanchayat .

Accord ing to Chattopadhyay and Aniyan (2000), the various rural 

development programmes  in troduced from time to t ime suffer  from certain 

inadequacies during the course o f  their implementat ion .  These are :

1) Problems of  co-ordination and integrat ion

2) Problems o f  organisat ion and

3) Problems related to plann ing techniques  and planning machinery.

2.7 Sugges t ions  for  the b e t t e r  f u n c t i o n in g  o f  g r a m a  s a b h a s

Sengupta (1966) listed the fol lowing suggest ions for the effect ive 

working o f  youth organisat ions.

1) Projects should provide vocational  training,  sat isfy needs and 

aspirat ions,  foster confidence and co-operat ive spirit.

2) Club should be se l f  managed  so that the youth can part icipate in 

democrat ical ly run groups.

3) Volunteer  club counsellor  should be the adult  friend and advisor



4) Parents , the communi ty  o f  off icial  bodies and the local school has to 

play an important  role in the development o f  the youth.

5) There should be technical guidance  and fol low-up for voluntary leaders 

and extens ion workers in addi t ion to the club members .

Chowbey  (1973) reported that  more governmenta l  help,  guidance  from 

extens ion workers,  more help from vil lage panchayats ,  more co-operat ion 

amongst  members ,  more encouragement and training to members,  parental  

co-operat ion and proper organisat ion and supervision  as important  measures 

to tone up the functioning o f  youth clubs.

Accord ing  to Saini and Singh (2000),  fol lowing are the suggest ions to get a 

better deal from the vil lage panchayats .

1) Grama panchayat  leaders should  be adequately trained.

2) They should be made accountable for their  responsibi l it ies .

3) Internal resource mobil iza t ion should  be made mandatory.

4) Polit ics  at the grass root level should be discouraged.

5) The whole network o f  gramapanchayat  should be fully transparent

6) Sanction o f  grants should be regular  and f ixed in relation to vil lage 

populat ion.

Conceptual  model  o f  the study is shown in Fig. 1.
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Fig. 1 Conceptua l  model of the study
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C H A P T E R  -  3

M E T H O D O L O G Y

This chapter  deals with the methods  and procedures fo l lowed in the 

study, which arc presented under the fol lowing subheadings.

3.1 Locale o f  the study

3.2 Select ion o f  respondents

3.3 Select ion o f  variables

3.4 Operat ionali sa t ion and measurement o f  dependent  variables

3.5 Operat ionali sa t ion and measurement o f  independent  variables

3.6 identif icat ion o f  prob lems associated with the functioning o f  

gramasabhas

3.7 identif ication o f  suggest ions for  the bet ter  functioning o f  gramasabhas

3.8 Techniques  o f  data collect ion

3.9 Stat istical tools used for the study

3.1 Loca le  o f  the s tudy

The study was conducted in Athiyanoor  block o f  Thi ruvananthapuram 

district.  Athiyanoor  block  was selected for the study,  s ince it was in 

Athiyanoor block that Community  D evelopment Programme was  started for 

the first time in Kerala. Athiyanoor block consists  o f  six panchayats  and 

gramasabhas  were functioning in all these six panchayats .  Map o f  Athiyanoor 

block is given in Fig. 2.



Fig. 2 M ap of A th iyanoor  block



3.2 Select ion of  r e s p o n d e n t s

Mult istage random sampling technique  was fol lowed for the selection 

o f  respondents.

S tage  I

From Athiyanoor block,  4 panchayats  were randomly selected.  The 

selected panchayats  were Venganoor ,  Vizhinjam,  Athiyanoor and Kottukal.

S tage  II

From each o f  these selected panchayats  three wards were selected at 

random. Thus 12 wards were selected from the four panchayats .

S tage  III

From each o f  these 12 wards, 10 farmers were randomly selected,  40 

extension personnel  and 40 p e o p le ’s representat ives associa ted with the 

functioning o f  gramasabhas  were also selected,  thus making a total o f  200 

respondents  for the study (Fig, 3).

3.3 Se lect ion of  v a r ia b le s

The dependent  variables o f  the study, based on the object ives are 

effect iveness,  al titude and perception.

Alter  a thorough review o f  l i terature and discuss ion with experts,  25 

profile characteris t ics were identif ied and sent to judges  for el ici t ing their 

relevancy on a three point  cont inuum viz., ‘most  re levan t ’, ‘re levan t ’ and 

' least  re levan t ’ (Appendix-I),  The fol lowing scores were assigned.
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Fig. 3 Selection o f  respondents  f o r  the  s t ud y
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Response Score

Most  relevant 3

Releva nt 2

Least relevant 1

The total score for each variable and the mean score were calculated 

and those items with scores equal to and above mean were selected.  Thus 14 

independent  variables were included in the final schedule.

3.4 O p e r a t i o n a l i s a t io n  and  m e a s u r e m e n t  of  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s

3.4.1 Effec t iveness

Effect iveness is operat ionalised as the perceived effect iveness o f  the 

gramasabhas in planning and implementing agricultural development programmes. 

Based on the review o f  l i terature and discuss ion with experts ,  the items were 

included in the schedule.  The schedule consisted o f  15 statements and the 

responses were collected on a 2 point continuum viz., 'yes ’ and ‘no ’ with scores I 

and 0. respectively. The maximum possible score was 15 and minimum score was 0.

3.4.2 Attitude

The term attitude refers to the degree o f  posi t ive or negative affect 

towards a psychological object.  In the present  s tudy,  at ti tude scale is 

developed  using the method o f  s iimmated rating suggested  by Likert (1932),

Col lec t ion  of  i tems

Based on the review' o f  l i terature and discussion with experts  

associated with functioning o f  the gramasabhas ,  the statements were prepared, 

so as to make the respondents reflect their  attitude through their  responses.



Then the statements were edited in accordance  with the criteria suggested by 

Iwiwards and Kilpatr ick (1948),  so as to indicate both favourable and 

unfavourable  at ti tude towards gramasabhas .  In order to know the relevance of  

each o f  the statement,  the statements thus selected were subjected to judges  

rating. The responses were obta ined in a five point  cont inuum viz., ‘very 

much re levan t ’, ’much re levan t ’, ‘somewhat  re levan t ’, ‘not re levan t ’ and ‘not 

at all re levan t ’ with weightages o f  5, 4, 3, 2 and 1, respectively.  The 

relevance o f  each o f  these statements  was analysed and only those statements 

considered relevant  by more than 50 per  cent o f  the judges  were included for 

the study. For the selection o f  s tatements to the final at ti tude scale item 

analysis was done.

Tor the purpose o f  item analysis ,  the statements were first administered 

in a group o f  60 non-sample respondents  and they were requested  to respond 

to each statement in terms o f  their  own agreement or d isagreement  with the 

statement on a five point con t inuum namely,  ‘s trongly ag ree’, ‘ag ree’, 

' u n d e c id e d ’, ‘d isagree’ and ‘strongly d i s ag ree ’.

The  responses were assigned numerical  weight  for posit ive statements, 

"strongly ag ree ’, ‘ag ree ’, ‘undecided’, ‘d isagree’ and ‘strongly d i sag ree ’ with 

scores o f  5, 4, 3, 2 and 1. The scor ing  pat tern was reversed for negative 

statements.  The sum o f  weightage for all the statements were worked out to 

get the at titude score o f  an individual respondent .  The responden t ’s scores 

were arranged in descending order. Twenty  five per cent  o f  the respondents 

with higher total score and 25 per  cen t  o f  the respondents with lower total 

score were selected from among the respondents. These two groups formed the 

criterion group in terms o f  which evaluation o f  individual s tatements was made.
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The discriminat ion  index ‘t ’ was  computed  for all the s tatements using

Xu -  X L

t he  f o r m u l a

\

s , r _  + _ s ^

nil nL

X]i -  the mean score on a given sta tement for the high group

X l -  the mean score on the same statemen t for the low group

Sii2 -  the variance o f  the dis tr ibu tion o f  responses  o f  the high group, to the 

statement

S| 2 -  the variance o f  the distr ibution o f  responses o f  the low group to the

statement

ii|[ -  the number o f  subjects  in the high group 

iil — the number o f  subjects in the low group

Those statements with ‘t ’ values above 1.75 were selected.  Final ly 15 

statements with both posi t ive and negat ive statements were included in the

schedule  (Appendix -II) .

R e l iab i l i ty  o f  the scale

A scale is said to be rel iable only  when it will  consisten tly  produce the 

same or s imi lar  results,  when applied to the same sample  at different  time. 

Here the reliabil i ty was tested by means  o f  sp l i t -half  method.

The scale was administered to 30 non-sample respondents  and was 

divided into two halves,  based on odd and even number  o f  s tatements.

The summation of  scores obta ined  by odd numbered  i tems and the 

summation  o f  scores obtained by even  numbered i tems o f  the scale for  each



respondent  was correlated by using P ea rson ’s Product  moment correlat ion 

coefficient .  The coefficient o f  internal  consistency ‘p ’ was  worked out using

the formula.

P xy
p =--------------- ------—_  where,

(7X * CTy

p = the correlat ion coefficient  be tween sum o f  scores on odd and even 

numbered items in the scale

Pxy = the product  moment o f  scores on  odd and even numbered  items.

o x = The standard deviation o f  the distr ibution o f  scores on odd numbered  

i tems

ctx = The standard deviat ion o f  the distr ibution o f  scores on even numbered  

items.

The ‘p ’ value obtained gives h a l f  test reliabil ity.  Therefore it was 

corrected using Spearman B ro w n ’s prophecy formula and thus the reliabil ity 

coefficient ,  ru, for the total length o f  the scale was  obtained as given below:

2 p
hi = -----------

1 + p

The rel iabil ity coefficient (ru) between the two scores was found to be 

highly significant  (0.8). Hence it was  concluded that the scale was reliable.

Val id i ty  o f  the scale

The developed  scale was tested for content  val idity.  The main criteria 

of  content val idi ty o f  the scale represen t  the subject matter  under study.
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Since the items selected were from the universe o f  contents ,  it was ensured 

that, the items covered all aspects  o f  gramasabhas.

A d m in i s t e r in g  the scale

The final scale with negative and posi t ive statements under s tudy was 

administered to respondents and the responses  were collected on a five point  

cont inuum namely,  ‘s trongly ag ree’ (SA),  ‘ag ree’ (A), ‘undec ided ’ (UD),  

'd i s ag ree ’(DA) and ‘strongly d isagree’ (SDA) with  weightage  o f  5, 4, 3, 2 and 

1, respectively.  The scoring was reversed in the case o f  negat ive  statements. 

The weightages on responses o f  all the statements were sum m ed-up  to get the 

al titude score o f  each individual .

The maxim um possible score was 75 and m in im um  score was  15.

3.4.3 P e rc e p t io n

Perception in this s tudy is operat ional ised  as the meaningful  sensation 

o f  the respondents  about the funct ioning  o f  gramasabhas.

Perception o f  respondents  was  measured by using the schedule 

developed for the study. I tems were prepared  after rev iewing l i terature and 

discussing with personnel  associated with  gramasabhas.  The  schedule thus 

prepared consisted o f  15 statements.  The respondents  were asked to give 

their responses in a five point cont inuum ranging from SA, A, UD, DA and 

SDA with scores 5, 4, 3, 2 and 1, respectively.

The scores thus obta ined by each respondent  for  each statement were 

added over  all the i tems to arr ive at the total pe rception score o f  the 

respondent .

The total score ranged be tween 15 and 75.
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3,5 O p  c r a t io n a l i s a t i o n  a n d  m e a s u r e m e n t  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e

3.5.1 E d u c a t io n

Educat ion  refers  to the ability o f  the farmer to read and write and the 

extent o f  the formal educa tion possessed.  Educa tion was measured with the 

help o f  the scoring procedure fol lowed by Trivedi (1963).  The different  

educational  levels o f  the respondents  were  scored as follows.

ZiS

Level  of  e d u c a t io n S co re

Illiterate 0

Can read only 1

Can read and write 2

Primary school 3

Middle school 4

High school 5

College and above 6

3.5.2 M a in  occu p a t io n

Main occupation refers to the main vocation from which the farmer

derives his major share o f  income. Scor ing  procedure is as follows.

Agriculture as primary occupation - 2

Agriculture as secondary occupation - 1

3.5.3 A n n u a l  income

Annual  income is opera t ional ised as the total income obta ined from 

both agricultural and other subsidiary occupation for a period o f  one year.
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Scoring technique used by Thomas  (1998) was adopted to measure annual 

income.

Incom e  (Rs.) Score

Below 5,000 1

5,000-10,000 2

10,000-15,000 3

>15,000 4

3.5.4 Po l i t ica l  O r i e n t a t i o n

Political orientation refers to how  far a farmer feels that involvement 

o f  poli t ics  is there in the functioning o f  the gramasabhas.  Polit ical orientat ion 

was measured  by using the schedule developed for the study. The schedule 

consisted o f  five statements.  Responses were collected on a two point 

cont inuum o f  ‘ag ree’ and ‘d isagree’ with  scores o f  1 and 0, respectively for 

posi t ive statements.  The scoring was ju s t  reversed in the case o f  negative 

statements.

3.5.5 Cosm opo l i teness

Cosmopoli teness  is opera t ionalised as the farmers extent o f  contact  

with outside village in terms o f  frequency and purpose o f  visits. It was 

measured  by using the scoring procedure developed by Desai  (1981).
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SI.
No.

a) F r e q u e n c y  o f  visi t  to  n e a r e s t  to w n

1. Twice or more  in a week (5)

2. Once in a week (4)

Once in a fortnight (3)

4. Once in a month  (2)

5. Seldom (4)

6. Never (0)

SI.
No.

b) P u r p o s e  of  visi t

1. All visits relating to agriculture  (5)

2. Some visits relating to agriculture (4)

3. Personal  / domestic  matter s  (3)

4. Entertainment  (2)

5. Other p u r p o s e s (1)

6. No purpose (0)

The scores Ihus obta ined were summed-up to get the total score of  

cosmopol i teness  o f  the respondent .  The  total score ranged between 0 and 10.

3.5.6 Soc ia l  p a r t i c ip a t io n

Social part icipat ion is operat ional ised as degree o f  involvement o f  a 

farmer in formal organisat ions ei ther as member  or as off ice bearer . Social 

part icipat ion was measured  by using the scale developed by Kamarudeen  

(1981). The scoring procedure is as fol lows :
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Organisat ion
Nature o f  par t icipat ion

Frequency of  
part icipa t ion in 

meetings /act ivi t ies

(0) (1) (2) (2) 0 ) (0)

Panchavat

Co-operat ive society

Youth club

Socio-eultural
Organisat ion

Any other (specify)
i1

To obtain the final score o f  the respondent ,  the scores given  as the 

member  or office bearer  were mul t ip l ied  with scores given for at tendance  in 

the act ivit ies  and added-up for  all the organisat ions.  The total possib le  score 

ranged between 0 and 16.

3.5.7 I n f o r m a t io n  s o u rce  u t i l iz a t ion

Information source ut i lizat ion refers  to a fa rmer’s contact  with various 

sources o f  information. It was measured  by using the scale developed  by 

Sajeevchandran  (1989).

1) I m p e r s o n a l  sou rce Regularly
(2)

Sometimes
(1)

Never
(0)

a) Radio

b) Newspaper

c) TV

d) Farm Magazine

f) Farm articles in popular  magaz ines



51

2) F o rm a !  p e r s o n a l  sou rce

a) Agricultural  Assistant

b) Agricultural  Officer

c) Agricultural  Scientis t

3) I n f o r m a l  p e r s o n a l  sou rce

a) Friends and relatives

b) Neighbours  and fel low farmers

c) Family members

d) Progressive farmers 

c) Local leaders

4) C o m m e r c i a l  sou rce

a) Fert i l izer  dealers

b) Pest icide dealers

c)Co-opera t ive officials

d) Bank personnel

5) O t h e r  sources

a) Exhibit ions/Melas /Fes t ivals

b) Group meetings

c) Training

d) Demonstra t ions

e) Seminar

Each respondent  was asked how  often he got in format ion on improved 

agriculture from each o f  the l isted sources. Scores o f  2, 1 and 0 were given

for the responses ‘regular ly’, ‘som e t im e s ’ and ‘neve r ’, respectively.  The

scores were summed-up across each item to form the score o f  use of

information source.  Total  score ranged be tween 0 and 44.

3.5.8 E x tens ion  p a r t i c ip a t io n

Extens ion  part icipat ion is operat iona lised  as the extent  o f  involvement 

o f  farmer in different  extens ion act ivi t ies .  Ex tens ion  par t icipa t ion was



measured by using the scoring procedure  developed  by John  (1991). The 

scoring procedure is as follows :
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E xtens ion  act iv i ty
Attended whenever 

conducted 
(2)

S o m e t i m e s
a t t e n d e d

(1)

N ev e r
a t t e n d e d

(0)

Campaigns

Seminars

Fairs/Melas

Group discussions

Demonstrat ions

Any other (specify)

3.5.9 L e a d e r s h i p  p ro p e n s i ty

Leadership propensi ty refers  to the ability o f  the respondent  to 

influence others in the at tainment o f  goals. Leadership propensi ty was 

measured by using the procedure deve loped by Surendran  (2000). The 

schedule consisted o f  five statements.  The responses were obtained in a three 

point cont inuum viz., ‘always’, ‘sometimes* and ‘nev e r ’. The  scoring pat tern 

was 2, 1 and 0 for posit ive statements and 0, 1 and 2 for negative statements,

3.5.10 A t t i t u d e  to w a r d s  PP

Positive or negative affect o f  the farmer towards PP. Att i tude towards 

PP was measured  by using the schedule  developed by Parva thy (2000).  The 

schedule consisted o f  five statements.  The responses  were  collected in a five 

point con t inuum o f  5, 4, 3, 2 and 1. The scoring pat tern was  reversed for 

negative statements.



Economic  motivat ion refers to fa rm er ’s orientat ion towards 

achievement of  maximum economic ends.  Economic  mot ivat ion was measured 

by using the scale developed by Nanja iyan  (1984). The responses  were 

collected on a five point  cont inuum ranging from SA, A, UD, DA and SDA 

witli scores 5. 4, 3, 2 and 1, respectively.  The scoring pat tern was reversed 

for negative statements.  Five s tatements were included in the schedule and the 

total possible score o f  the respondent  ranged between 6 and 30.

3.5.12 T r a i n i n g

d raining in this s tudy refers to type and durat ion o f  t raining received 

by a farmer related to agriculture for the past three years, It was measured by 

using the scoring procedure adopted by Ponmani (1993).
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3 .5 .U  E co n o m ic  m ot iva t ion

T ra i n in g s  u n d e r g o n e  in p r o d u c t i o n

Activi ties Score

No training 0

One training 1

Two trainings 2

Two or more trainings 3

3.5.13 In n o v a t iv e n e s s

Innovativeness is operat ional ised as the desire expressed  by a farmer to 

do something new for the sake o f  their  own rather than to gain power,  

recognit ion or profit. Innovativeness was measured  by adopt ing the scoring 

procedure developed by Lekshmi (2000). Responses were collected on a three



point cont inuum o f  ‘Y es’, ‘U n d ec id e d ’ and ‘N o ’ with  scores 2, 1 and 0, 

respectively.  The schedule consisted o f  five statements.  The score ranged 

between 0 and 10.

3.5.14 O r i e n t a t i o n  to w a r d s  incen tives

Orientat ion towards incentives is operat ional ised as the orientat ion of  

the fanner  towards subsidies and assis tance provided by the G overnment and 

other sponsoring agencies to motivate the farmer to fol low the farming 

practices. Scoring technique developed by Surendran (2000) was adopted in 

this s tudy to measure orientat ion tow'ards incentives. It was  measured  on a 

five point continuum ranging from SA, A, UD, DA and SDA with scores 5, 4, 3, 

2 and 1, respectively.  The scoring was  reversed for negat ive  statements.  Five 

statements were included in the schedule  and the total possib le  score ranged 

between 4 and 20.

3.6 P ro b le m s

One o f  the objectives o f  the study was  to identify the problems 

associated with the functioning o f  gramasabhas.  Based on review o f  l iterature,  

discussion with personnel associated with gramasabhas and the pilot study 

conducted by the researcher,  a few constraints  regarding the functioning of  

gramasabhas  were listed out. The farmers were asked  to record their 

agreement or  d isagreement  regarding the relevancy o f  these constraints  as 

hindering the functioning o f  gramasabhas.  ‘A g reem e n t ’ was  given a score of  

U ’ and disagreement ‘O’. The  total frequency o f  agreement for each 

constraint  was worked out and its percentage was  found out. Based on the 

percentage,  the constraints  were ranked.
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The fanners  were also asked to record other  p roblems which they felt 

important  other than those listed. The problem with the f irst rank number  was 

cons idered as the most serious one fo l lowed by others in the increas ing  order.

3.7 Suggestions

Open ended quest ions were inc luded  in the schedule for farmers,  

officials  and peop le ’s representa t ives  in order to indicate the suggest ions  for 

the bet ter  functioning o f  gramasabhas.

3.8 T e c h n iq u e s  of  d a t a  col lec t ion

The data were collected with  the help o f  s tructured and pretested 

interview schedule.  The interview schedule  was  prepared  in English and 

translated to Malaya lam for collect ing the data from the respondents.

All the 200 respondents were direct ly interviewed by the researcher.

3.9 S ta t i s t i c a l  tools used  in the s tu d y

1) Percentage analysis : Respondents  were categorised into low group

and high group on the basis o f  mean.

Low group < Mean

High group > Mean

Percentage distr ibution o f  responden ts  on all variab les  were worked 

out by dividing the frequency in each category with  the total number  o f  

respondents  and mult iplying  by 100, It was  done to make simple compar ison  

whenever necessary.
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2) Simple correlat ion analysis : To study the relat ionship be tween each 

independent  variable with  the dependent  variable,  Karl Pearson’s 

correlat ion analysis was  done.

) A N O V A  : Analysis  o f  variance (ANOVA) is a powerful  test o f  

s ignif icance when comparisons  across two or more  categories are 

involved.  In this s tudy A N O V A  was uti l ized to make compar isons  

across the four panchayats  (Venganoor,  Vizhin jam, Athiyanoor  and 

Kottukal) ,  off icials  and peop le ’ s representa t ives  with  the dependent  

variables.

a /
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C H A P T E R  4 

R E S U L T S  A N D  D IS C U S S IO N

The results  of  the study are presented  in this chapter  under the

following sub-headings.

4.1 Effec t iveness o f  gramasabhas  in planning and im plementing  agricultural  

development programmes

4.2 Att i tude towards gramasabhas

4.3 Perception about the funct ioning o f  gramasabhas

4.4 Distr ibution o f  respondents  on the basis  o f  personal  socio-psychological  

variables

4.5 Relat ionship  o f  the selected personal  socio-psychological  variab les  with 

the dependent  variables

4.6 Compar ison  o f  Venganoor ,  Vizhin jam, Athiyanoor  and Kottukal

panchayats  with respect  to personal  socio-psychological  var iables

4.7 Compar ison  o f  Venganoor ,  Vizhinjam, Athiyanoor and Kottukal

panchayats  with respect  to the dependent  variables

4.8 Compar ison  o f  off icials and p e o p l e ’s representat ives with  respect  to the 

dependent  variables

4.9 Identif ication of  the important  constraints  perce ived by the respondents  

regarding the functioning o f  the gramasabhas

4.10 Suggest ions for the bet ter  funct ioning o f  gramasabhas



4.1 Effec t iveness  of  g r a m a s a b h a s  in p l a n n i n g  a n d  im p le m e n t in g  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m m e s

The distr ibution o f  respondents based on their  perce ived  effect iveness 

regarding the gramasabhas  is presented in Table 1.
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T a b l e  1 D i s t r ib u t io n  of  f a r m e r s ,  o ff icials  a n d  p e o p l e ’s r e p re s e n t a t i v e s  

w i th  re spec t  to pe rce ived  ef fec t iveness

SI.
No,

Obitsined
score
range

Cnlegoiy

Farmers 
(n = 120)

Officials 
(n = 40)

People’s representatives 
(n = 40)

Seure Frequency % Score Frequency % Score Frequency %

1. 0-15 Lo w <8.27 48 40 <10.6 18 45 <9.98 16 40

2 High >8.27 72 60 >10.6 22 55 >9.98 24 60

T o tn l 120 100 40 100 40 100

The data furnished in Table 1 revealed  that  for more than ha l f  o f  the 

farmers (60 %), the effect iveness o f  the gramasabhas  in plann ing and 

implementing the agricultural  deve lopment  p rogrammes  was  high.  Only 40 

per cent o f  the farmers were in the low group. Regard ing the off icials,  55 per 

cent bel ieved that the gramasabhas  were effect ive.  As far as p eop le ’s 

representa t ives  are concerned,  60 per  cent fell in the high  group and the 

remaining 40 per cent in the low group.  It is revealed  that the farmers,  

officials  and p eop le ’s representat ives equally perce ive the gramasabhas  as 

effect ive in planning and implem enting  agricultural  development 

programmes.  This might be due to the top  most  priori ty given to agr iculture in 

the gramasabhas.



Fig. 4 Perceived effectiveness of gramasabhas by the 
farmers, officials and people's representatives

□  Low BHigh
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Fanners ,  off icials and p e o p le ’s representa t ives  on the basis  o f  their 

at ti tude towards gramasabhas is presen ted in Table 2.

T a b l e  2 D i s t r i b u t io n  o f  f a r m e r s ,  of f ic ia ls  a n d  p e o p l e ’s r e p re s e n t a t i v e s  

w i th  r e spec t  to t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  g r a m a s a b h a s

4.2 A t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  g r a m a s a b h a s

SI.
No,

O btained
score
range

Category

Farmers 
( n =  120)

Officials  
(n =  40)

People’s representatives 
(n = 40)

Score Frequency % Score Frequency % Score ’ Frequency %

L 16-74 Low <56,5 50 41.57 <51.95 14 35 <64.45 5 12.5

2, High >56.5 70 58,43 £53.95 26 65 £64.45 35 87.5

To ta l 120 100 40 100 40 100

Table 2 revealed that a major i ty o f  the farmers (58.43 per  cent)  had a 

favourable at ti tude towards gramasabhas.  Only 41.57 pe r  cent  o f  the farmers 

expressed an unfavourable  at titude.  M ore  than ha l f  o f  the officials  (65 per 

cent) were favourable towards gramasabhas .  As far as p e o p le ’s 

representat ives are concerned,  a vast  majori ty (87.5 per  cent)  possessed a very 

favourable attitude towards gramasabhas .  Thus it could be inferred that 

p e o p le ’s representat ives possessed  very favourable at t i tude towards 

gramasabhas  as compared to farmers and officials. Poli t ical  ini t iat ive is 

required for the effect ive functioning  o f  gramasabhas .  This might  have 

developed  a favourable at ti tude in peop le ’s representa t ives  towards  

gramasabhas.



Fig. 5 Attitude of farmers officials and people's
representatives towards gramasabhas

Farm ers O ffic ia ls  P eop le 's  representa tives

□  Low BS High ;
.  .............................. i



4,3 P e rc e p t io n  a b o u t  the  fu n c t i o n in g  o f  g r a m a s a b h a s

The respondents aie distr ibuted in Table 3 based on their  perception.
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T a b l e  3 D i s t r ib u t io n  of f a r m e r s ,  of f icials  a n d  p e o p l e ’s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

with  re s p e c t  to t h e i r  p e r c e p t io n  a b o u t  the  f u n c t i o n in g  of 

g r a m a s a b h a s

SI.

No.

Obtained

score

range

t'alegoiv

Farmers 

(n -- 120)

Officials 

(n = 40)

People’s representatives 

(n = 40)

Score Frequency % Score Frequency % Score, Frequency %  ■'

1. 16-74 Low <55.58 46 38.33 <53.3 17 42.5 <66.95 8 20

2 High >55.58 74 61.67 >53,3 23 57.5 >66.95 32 80

T o  tul 120 100 40 100 40 100

It is revealed that 61.67 per  cent  o f  the farmers had high level of  

perception about the functioning o f  gramasabhas.  Among the off icials,  57.5 

per cent belonged to the high group and 42.5 per  cent  belonged to the low 

group, h ighly  per  cent  o f  the p e o p le ’s representa t ives  had very good 

perception about the functioning o f  gramasabhas.  Thus it could be inferred 

from fable  3 that, there was not  m uch  difference in the perception o f  the 

farmers and officials  about the funct ioning o f  gramasabhas.  Since the 

peop le’s representat ives possessed a very favourable at t itude towards 

gramasabhas,  their  perception regarding the functioning o f  gramasabhas  was 

also good.



Fig. 6 Perception of farmers, officials and people 's
representatives about the functioning of gramasabhas

□  Low E2 High



4.4 D i s t r i b u t io n  of  r e s p o n d e n t s  on  the  bas is  o f  p e r s o n a l  socio-  

psycho log ica l  v a r i a b le s

4.4.1 E d u c a t io n

T a b l e  4 D i s t r ib u t io n  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  w i th  r e sp ec t  to e d u c a t io n

7 7

C a t e g o r y F r c q u e n c y P e r c e n t a g e

Il l i te rate 2 1.67

Can read and write 9 7.50

Pr im ary  school 23 19.16

M idd le  school 20 16.67

High school 54 45.00

C ol lege  and above 12 10,00

The respondents are dis tr ibuted  in Table 4 based on their  education.  

Forty five per cent o f  the respondents had educat ion  upto high  school level, 

19.16 per  cent o f  the respondents  s tudied upto primary level and 10 per  cent 

o f  the respondents  had educat ion  upto college level. Only 1,67 per  cent o f  the 

respondents were illi terates.  The high, l i teracy rate and educa tiona l  level o f  

Kerala speak for this.

4.4.2 M a in  occu p a t io n

T a b l e  5 P e r c e n ta g e  d i s t r i b u t io n  of  f a r m e r s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to ma in  

o c c u p a t io n

Variables
Obtained

score
range

Category Score Frequency Percentage

M a in  occ u p a tio n 1 -2
L o w < 1 . 6 9 8 6 .6 7

H ig h > 1 .6 9 112 9 3 .3 3



A glance at the Table 5 reveals  that ,  a vast majori ty o f  the respondents 

(93.33 per  cent) had farming as main occupation.  Only 6.67 per  cent were 

having  farming as secondary occupation.

4,4.3 A n n u a l  income

T a b l e  6 P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  f a r m e r s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to a n n u a l  income

4 3

Variables
Obtained

score
range

Category Score Frequency Percentage

Annual income 1-4
Low <3.03 75 62.50

High >3.03 45 37.50

Tabic 6 revealed that 62.50 per cen t  o f  the responden ts  be longed to low 

annual  income group and 37.50 per cent  o f  the respondents  were in the high 

group.  Income obtained from farming is general ly found to be less as 

compared  to that obtained form business and most  other  occupations.  

Majority o f  the respondents had farming  as main occupation.  This  is the 

reason for low annual  income for most  o f  the respondents.

4.4.4 Po l i t ica l  o r i e n t a t i o n

T a b l e  7 P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f a r m e r s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to pol i t i ca l  

o r i e n t a t i o n

Variables
Obtained

score
range

Category Score Frequency Percentage

P o l i t ic a l
o r ie n ta t io n

0 - 5
Low <3.16 51 42.47

High £3.16 69 57.53

It was observed that 57.53 per  cent  o f  the farmers were highly oriented 

towards politics. The remaining 42 ,47  per cent had a low level o f  political



orientat ion.  This  is explained by the fact that,  Kerala has a very high degree 

of  poli t ical consciousness as compared to many other  slates.

4.4.5 C o s m opo l i t ene ss

T a b l e  8 T c rc c n ta g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f a r m e r s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to 

cosmopol i teness

4 4

Variables
Obtained

score
range

Category Score Frequency Percentage

C o s m o p o l i te n e s s 3 - 9
L o w < 5 .4 8 28 2 3 .3 3

High £ 5 .4 8 92 7 6 ,6 7

Majori ty o f  the farmers (76.67 per  cent)  exhib ited  high level o f  

cosmopol i teness.  Only 23.33 per  cent  o f  the respondents  had low 

cosmopoli teness.  Since most o f  the farmers had agriculture as t r e  main 

occupation,  they had to visit the ne ighbouring  towns  for agricultural  purposes. 

Moreover,  exposure to both print  and electronic media,  which is a unique 

feature o f  the vil lages o f  Kerala,  keeps  them abreast o f  the changing trends o f  

the times.  This  might have resulted in a high degree o f  cosmopoli teness.

4.4.6 Socia l  p a r t i c ip a t io n

T a b i c  9 P e r c e n ta g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f a r m e r s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to social 

p a r t i c ip a t io n

Variables
Obtained

score
range

Category Score Frequency Percentage

S o c ia l
p a r t ic ip a t io n

3 - 1 4
L o w < 7 . 5 9 23 1 9 .1 7

H ig h £ 7 . 5 9 9 7 8 0 .3 3

It depicts that the majori ty o f  the respondents  (80.33 per  cent)  had 

high level o f  social part icipat ion.  Only  19.17 per  cent  belonged to low group 

o f  social participation.  A moderately high  educa tion possessed by the farmers



and their high cosmopoli teness  migh t  be the reason for a high social 

part icipat ion by the respondents.

4 5

4.4.7 I n f o r m a t i o n  source  u t i l i sa t ion

T a b l e  10 P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f a r m e r s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to i n f o r m a t io n  

source  u t i l i sa t ion

Variables
Obtained

score
range

Category Score Frequency Percentage

I n f o r m  a l ie n  
source u t i l i s a t i o n

1 0 - 3 2
Low <21.73 14 1 1 .67

High 5:21.73 106 88'. 33

Information source uti l isat ion was  found to be high  for majori ty o f  the 

respondents (88.33 per cent).  Only 11.67 per cent had high level of  

information source ut i lisat ion.  Since majori ty o f  the farmers belonged to low 

annual  income group,  they will try to ut i lise all sorts  o f  information regarding 

agricultural deve lopment programmes  f rom various sources. This  might  be the 

reason for  high information source ut i l isat ion  by the respondents,

4.4.8 E x tens ion  p a r t i c ip a t io n

T a b l e  11 P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f a r m e r s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to ex tens ion  

p a r t i c ip a t io n

Variables
Obtained

score
range

Category Score Frequency Percentage

E x t e n s io n
p a r t ic ip a t io n

2 - 9
Low <5.00 44 3 6 . 6 7

High £5.00 7 6 6 3 .3 3

More than ha l f  o f  the respondents  (63.33 per  cent) had high extension 

part icipat ion and 36.67 per cent  showed low par t icipa t ion in extension 

act ivit ies.  A high social part icipa t ion migh t  have at tr ibuted to a high level 

extension participation,
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T a b l e  12 P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f a r m e r s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to l e a d e r s h ip  

p ro p e n s i ty

4.4.9 L e a d e r s h ip  p ro p e n s i ty

Variables
Obtained

score
range

Category Score Frequency Percentage

L e a d e rs h ip
p ro p e n s i ty

2 - 8
Low <4.75 96 8 0 .0 0

High £4.75 24 2 0 . 0 0

It was observed that the major i ty o f  the respondents  (80 per  cent) had a 

low level o f  leadership propensity.  Only  20 per  cent o f  the respondents  were 

in the high group.

4.4.10 A t t i tu d e  to w a rd s  p e o p l e ’s p l a n

T a b l e  13 P e r c e n ta g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f a r m e r s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to a t t i t u d e  

to w a r d s  p e o p l e ’s p la n

Variables Score
range Category Score Frequency Percentage

A t t i t u d e  to w a rd s  

p e o p le ’ s plan
6 - 2 2

Low < 1 3 .6 3 4 2 3 5 .0 0

High £ 1 3 .6 3 7 8 6 5 .0 0

Table 13 revealed that most  o f  the respondents  (65 per  cent) had 

favourable attitude towards PP. Only  35 per  cent o f  the respondents 

expressed a less favourable at titude.  Since majori ty o f  the farmers were 

highly or iented towards poli tics,  they had favourable at ti tude towards PP also.
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T a b i c  14 P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f a r m e r s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to econom ic  

m o t iv a t io n

4.4.11 E conom ic  m ot iva t ion

Variables Score
range Category Score Frequency Percentage

E c o n o m ic
m o t iv a t io n

6 - 2 6
L o w < 1 5 , 8 6 58 4 8 .3 3

H ig h > 1 5 .8 6 62 5 1 .6 7

As far as economic mot ivat ion is concerned,  51.67 per  cent  exhibited 

high level o f  economic mot ivat ion.  Near ly  ha l f  o f  the respondents  (48,33 per  

cent) were in th e ' lo w  group.  Most  o f  the farmers were having low annual 

income. So they will try to utilise all the available opportunities to make the two 

ends meet. This is the reason for high economic motivation for the farmers.

4.4.12 T r a i n i n g

T a b l e  15 P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f a r m e r s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to t r a i n i n g

Variables Score
range Category Score Frequency Percentage

T r a i n i n g 0 - 3
L o w < 1 . 8 8 32 2 6 . 6 7

High > 1 .8 8 8 8 7 3 .3 3

Majori ty o f  the responden ts  (73.33 per  cent) were  in the high  group of  

t raining and only 26.67 per  cent  were in  the low group.  It was  observed  that, 

most  o f  the respondents belonged  to low annual  income. They may try to 

make use o f  all the available oppor tuni t ies  to increase their  income from 

farming.  This might  have prompted  them to at tend the trainings regularly.
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T a b l e  16 P e rc e n ta g e  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  f a r m e r s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to 

innova t iveness

4.4.13 In n o v a t iv en ess

Variables Score
range Category Score Frequency Percentage

Innovativeness 2-8
Low <4.68 43 35.83

High >4.68 77 64.17

High level o f  innovativeness was  expressed by 64.17 per c e n t ,o f  the 

respondents and 35.83 per cent o f  the respondents showed low innovativeness.  

Moderately high educational  status and famil iar i ty with improved techniques 

o f  farm product ion will create a posi t ive a tmosphere to exper iment with the 

new technology in farming.  The low annual  income level also might  have 

propelled them to act in this direct ion.  This  may be the reason for high 

innovativeness.

4.4.14 O r ie n ta t io n  to w ard s  incen tives

T a b l e  17 P e r c e n ta g e  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  f a r m e r s  w i th  r e sp ec t  to o r ien ta t ion  

to w ard s  incentives

Variables Score
range Category Score Frequency Percentage

Orientation 6-15
Low <11.03 50 41.67

towards incentives High >11.03 70 58,33

It was revealed that 58.33 p e r  cent  o f  the respondents  had high 

orientat ion towards incentives.  41.67 per  cent  o f  the respondents  were in the 

low group.  Most  o f  the respondents belonged to low annual  income group. 

So they will have a tendency to explore  all the incentives for  a bet ter living.



A number o f  incentives are given th rough  the gramasabhas.  This  may be the 

reason for high orientat ion o f  the respondents  towards incentives.

4.5 R e la t i o n s h ip  o f  the  se lec ted  p e r s o n a ) ,  soc io -psycholog ica)  v a r i a b le s  

w i th  the d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b le s

Relat ionship  o f  the personal  soc io -psycholog ica l  variab les  with the 

dependent variables viz., effectiveness, attitude and perception is shown in Table 18.

4.5.1 Effec t iveness

To find out the relat ionship o f  the selected personal  ' socio-  

psychological variables with the dependent  variables under  s tudy,  s imple 

correlat ion coefficients  were worked out and the results  are presented in 

fab le  18, O f  the 14 variables s tudied,  seven variables were found to be 

significantly related with effect iveness at one per  cent  probabil i ty level. They 

were education,  annual  income, pol i t ical  orientation,  social  participation,  

information source uti l isation, at ti tude towards p e o p le ’s plan and orientat ion 

towards incentives.  Out o f  these,  annual  income was  negat ively  correlated 

with effect iveness,

Cosmopol i teness  and leadership propens i ty showed signif icant  

relationship at five per  cent level.

Education had shown a posi t ive and signif icant  relat ionship with 

effect iveness.  Educated farmers will  be more exposed  to the oute r  world. 

Their  power to predict  the effect iveness o f  a p rogramme might  have been 

favourably influenced by the educa tiona l  status and hence resulted in a 

posi t ively signif icant  relat ionship,
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T a b i c  18 R e la t ionsh ip  o f  the p e r s o n a l  soc io-psychological  v a r i a b le s  with  the 

d e p e n d e n t  var iab les  viz.,  effect iveness,  a t t i t u d e  a n d  p e rce p t ion

f" ... "1
SI. No.

j
I n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s

D e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s

E f fec t iveness A t t i t u d e P e rc e p t io n

i 1 Education 0.3204** 0.2538** 0.2717**

2 Main occupation 0.1560 0.2295* 0.2898**

3 Annual income -0.6225** -0.4514** -0.5763**

4 Polit ical orientation 0.9278** 0.8229** 0.8899**

5 Cosmopol i teness 0.2106* 0.1587 0.1411

6 Social part icipation 0.3158** 0.2822** 0.2184*

7 Information source 

uti l isation

0.2692** 0.1743 0.1473

8 Extension par t icipat ion 0.0348 0.0277 0.0134

9 Leadership propensi ty 0,2106* 0.0377 0.1555

10 Atti tude towards peop le ’s 

plan

0.5277** 0.4843** 0.4609**

11 Economic motivat ion 0.1886 0.2421* 0,2817**

12 Training 0.1967 0.0872 0.1765

13 Innovativeness 0.1643 0.1568 0.1349

14 Orientat ion towards 

incentives

0.3637** 0.2583** 0.2858**

■^Significant at 5% level, ** Signi f icant  at 1% level



Annual  income showed a negat ive  and signif icant  rela t ionship  with 

effect iveness.  Most  o f  the farmers com e under low annual  income group.  

Natural ly they will have a tendency to explore  all the possibi l i t i es  for a bet ter  

living. Priorit ies  given in gramasabha  to low income group  for  being selected 

as beneficiaries might  have inf luenced their  opin ion regarding the

ef fect iveness o f  gramasabhas  result ing in a negative correlat ion.

Polit ical orientat ion was  posi t ively  and signif icantly related to

effect iveness.  Gramasabha ,  being a part  o f  peop le ’s plan,  requires poli tical 

ini t iative for its effect ive functioning.  A person who  is poli t ical ly  oriented 

will be more inclined towards gramasabhas .  This  may be the reason for  a 

posi t ive relat ionship.

Cosmopoli teness  was posi t ively  and signif icantly related to

effect iveness.  A highly cosmopoli te  person  will possess  ex tensive contact 

with  world outside his own social system. Such a wide contact  might  have 

been useful for him to know more  about  other social systems enab ling  him to 

compare them in a bet ter  way. This  could be the reason which made him to 

perceive the gramasabhas  as effect ive and hence a posi t ive correlat ion.

Social participation showed a posi t ive and signif icant  re la t ionship  with 

effect iveness.  Participat ion in rural inst i tut ions helps to interact  with  various 

sect ions o f  rural society. This will enable him to know more  about  various 

aspects  o f  gramasabhas.  This  might  be  the reason for a posi t ive correlat ion 

with effect iveness.

Information source ut i l isat ion was found to be posi t ively and 

signif icantly related to effect iveness.  The  farmers will  try u

M m  t
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sorts  o f  information regarding the agricultura l  development p rogramm es  from 

various sources. Since gramasabhas  plan and implem ent agricultural 

development programmes,  the farmers perceive the gramasabhas  as effect ive 

in this regard.  This might have resulted  in a posit ive correlat ion.

Leadership propensi ty was  posi t ively  and signif icantly related to 

effect iveness.  A leader wants to influence and guide others  and will not miss 

any such opportunity.  Persons with leadership  quali t ies  will  lead the group 

discussions carried out in gramasabhas  in a fruitful m anner  and it will give 

them sat isfact ion.  This may be the reason for considering the gramasabhas  as 

effect ive by the respondents,  leading to posit ive correlat ion,

Att i tude towards PP had a pos i t ive  and signif icant  correlat ion with 

effect iveness.  Gramasabha is an integral part o f  PP. So a person having a 

favourable al titude towards PP will conce ive  the gramasabha  as an effect ive 

means o f  planning and implem enting  agricultural  deve lopment  programmes.  

Thus  a posit ive and significant  re la t ionship  was  obtained.

Orientat ion towards incentives showed a posi t ive and significant  

relationship with effect iveness.  The respondents will have a tendency to 

explore all the incentives for a bet ter  living. A number  o f  incent ives are 

given  through the gramasabhas, This  migh t  be the factor  which  prompted  the 

respondents  to think that the gramasabhas  are effect ive.  Thus  a pos i t ive and 

significant  rela t ionship was  obtained.

4,5.2 A t t i tude

O f  the 14 variables s tudied,  six variables were signif icantly related to 

attitude of  farmers towards gramasabhas  at five per  cent  probabil i ty level.
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They were education,  annual  income, poli t ical orientation,  social 

part icipat ion,  attitude towards PP and orientat ion towards incentives.  Out o f  

these variables,  annual  income was negat ive ly  correlated with at titude.  Main 

occupa tion and economic mot iva t ion  were found to be posi t ively and 

significantly related to at ti tude at five per  cent  level.

Educat ion  showed a posi t ive and  signif icant  rela t ionship  with  at t itude 

o f  farmers.  Formal educa tion helps the individual  to know  the world better.  

This  might  have favourably in fluenced his at ti tude towards gramasabhas,  

result ing in a positively signif icant  relat ionship.

Main occupation had a pos i t ive  and signif icant  rela t ionship  with 

at titude o f  farmers towards gramasabhas.  The respondents  with main 

occupation as farming,  will be more  keen to know about agricultural 

development programmes  as com pared  to others.  Since topmost  priority is 

given to agriculture in gramasabhas,  the respondents  will natural ly have a 

posit ive at t itude towards gramasabhas .  Thus main occupa tion was  posi t ively 

correlated with attitude towards gramasabhas .

Annual  income was negat ively and significantly related to at t itude 

towards gramasabhas.  Majority o f  the farmers belong to low annual  income 

group.  They will try to utilize all the available oppor tuni t ies  to make  the two 

ends meet.  Priority is given to low income group for  being selected as 

beneficiaries in gramasabhas.  So the farmers will  be having  a posi t ive attitude 

towards gramasabhas.  This  might  have resulted in negative correlat ion with 

attitude.
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Polit ical orientation showed a high  posi t ive and signif icant  relat ionship 

with at titude.  Gramasabha  requires poli t ical  ini t iat ive for its smooth  

functioning. So a person who is poli t ical ly orientated will be inclined more 

towards gramasabhas.  This  might  have favourably influenced  their  attitude 

towards gramasabhas  and thus resulted in a posi t ive correlat ion.

Social part icipat ion was posi t ively signif icant  with  at titude.  

Participat ion in rural inst i tutions he lps  to interact with  various sect ions of  

rural society. This will enable him to know more about  various aspects  of  

gramasabhas,  This  might  have resulted in a favourable  at ti tude towards 

gramasabhas  and hence a posi t ive correlat ion.

Att i tude towards PP showed a pos i t ive  and signif icant  rela t ionship with 

attitude, Gramasabha  being an essentia l  component  o f  PP, a person who has a 

favourable attitude towards PP will  have a s imi lar  al ti tude towards 

gramasabha also. This  might  have resulted in a posi t ive correlat ion.

Economic  motivat ion was found to be pos i t ively and signif icantly 

related to attitude o f  farmers towards  gramasabhas.  The  farmers who are 

economically  motivated will try to explore  all the possibi l i t ies  for a bet ter  

living. A number o f  components  are supplied to the beneficiaries free o f  cost 

in gramasabhas.  This  might  have favourably  inf luenced the at ti tude o f  the 

farmers towards gramasabhas and hence a posit ive correlat ion.

Orientat ion  towards incent ives showed a posi t ive and signif icant  

relat ionship with  attitude. A num ber  o f  components  are supplied to the 

beneficiaries in gramasabhas.  So a person  who is oriented towards  incentives
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will develop a favourable at t itude towards gramasabhas .  This  might  be the 

reason for a posit ive correlat ion with at titude.

4.5.3 P e r c e p t io n

O f  the 14 variables s tudied,  eight variables were  found to be 

signifieantly related to percep tion o f  farmers about  the funct ioning o f  

gramasabhas.  Out o f  these,  seven variables had a signif icant  rela t ionship at 

one per cent level. They were educa tion,  main occupat ion ,  annual  income, 

poli tical orientat ion,  at ti tude towards  PP, economic  mot ivat ion and

orientat ion towards incentives.  Out o f  these annual  income was negatively 

correlated with perception.  Social par t icipa t ion had shown a posi t ive and 

signif icant relationship with perception at five per cent  level.

Education had shown a posi t ive and signif icant  relat ionship with

perception.  Educational status o f  the farmer  might  have raised his contact 

with the outer  world. It would help him to know  the world bet ter.  His power 

o f  perception might  have been favourably inf luenced by the educational  status 

and hence resulted in a posi t ively signif icant  relat ionship.

Main occupation was found to be posi t ively and significantly related to 

perception o f  fanners  about the funct ioning  o f  gramasabhas.  The  respondents 

with main occupation as farming will  be more interested in agricultural 

operat ions than the other respondents.  They will be keen to know more about 

agricultural deve lopment programmes.  O f  the various  sectors  deal t  in 

gramasabhas,  topmost  priority is given to agricultural  sector. This  might  have

favourably affected their perception regarding the functioning of

gramasabhas.  Hence a posi t ive correlation.
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Annual  income showed a negat ive  and signif icant  relat ionship with 

perception.  Most  of  the respondents com e under low annual  income group. 

They will explore al! the opportunit ies  to raise their  income for a bet ter  

living. Low income group is given pr iori ty in g ramasabhas  for the select ion 

o f  beneficiaries.  So the farmers will be hav ing a favourable at t i tude towards 

gramasabhas  and hence a bet ter  perception about  the gramasabhas .  This 

might have resulted in a negatively signif icant  relat ionship.

Polit ical orientation showed a highly s ignif icant  relat ion with 

perception.  Political ini tiative is very essential for the effect ive functioning 

o f  gramasabhas.  So a poli t ically or iented  person will  be more  inclined 

towards gramasabhas .  This  might  have resulted in bet ter perception  and 

hence a posit ive correlat ion.

Att i tude towards PP showed a pos i t ive and signif icant  relat ionship with 

perception.  Gramasabhas  were int roduced as a part  o f  PP.  A person having a 

favourable at ti tude towards PP will  have favourable at ti tude towards 

gramasabhas  also. This  might  have favourably affected his  perception 

regarding the functioning o f  gramasabhas  leading to a posi t ive co r rec t ion .

Economic motivat ion  showed a posi t ive and s ignif icant  relat ionship 

with perception.  A number o f  com ponents  are supplied to the beneficiaries 

free o f  cost in gramasabhas.  Since m os t  o f  the respondents  belong to low 

annual  income group,  they will try to explore all the oppor tunit ies  for  a bet ter  

living. Thus the respondents  may have a bet ter  perception about  the 

gramasabhas  and hence a posit ive correlat ion.
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Orienta t ion towards incentives was  pos i t ively and signif icantly related 

to perception.  The respondents will try to uti l ize all the incentives since most  

o f  them belonged to low-income group.  A number  o f  persons are selected as 

beneficiaries for receiving incentives in gramasabhas .  So they will perceive 

the gramasablm better in its functions.  This  might  have resulted  in a posit ive 

correlat ion.

Social part icipat ion showed a posi t ive and signif icant  rela t ionship  with 

perception. Participat ion in rural inst i tut ions helps the respondent  to interact 

with various sect ions o f  rural society.  This  will enable him to know more 

about various aspects o f  gramasabhas .  This might  have deve loped a 

favourable attitude in the respondent  towards gramasabhas  result ing  in a 

bet ter percept ion about  its functions.  Thus a pos i t ive correla t ion  was 

obtained.

It could be inferred from Table  18 that out o f  the 14 variables  studied,  

education,  poli tical orientation,  at t i tude towards p e o p le ’s plan and orientat ion 

towards incentives had posi t ively signif icant  relat ionship with  effect iveness,  

at ti tude and perception. Annual  income was found to be negatively significant 

wi th the above three dependent  variables.  While extension part icipat ion,  

t raining and innovativeness exhibited non-signif icant  re la t ionship  with the 

three dependent  variables, viz., effec t iveness,  at titude and perception.  Out o f  

the 14 variables s tudied,  highest  correlat ion was  observed for poli tical  

orientat ion with the three dependent  variables.
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Fig. 7 Em pir ica l  mode) of the study
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Table  19 C om par ison  of Vcnganoor ,  V izh in jam ,  A th iy an o o r  and  K o t tuka l  
panchnyats  with respect to persona)  socio- psychological  
variables

SI.
No.

Persona) Socio
psychological
variables

Group mean

F CD
Venganoor

(1)

Vizhinjam

(2)

Athiyanoor

(3)

Kottukal

(4)

1 Education 4.07 3.17 3.97 3.07 1.31 NS

2 Main
Occupation

1.63 1.70 1.67 1.77 <1 NS

3 Annual income 2.87 3.07 3.00 3.20 <1 NS

4 Political
orientation

3.53 3.00 3.10 3.00 1.52 NS

5 Cosmopoliteness 5.53 5.63 5.60 5.17 <1 NS

6 Social
participation

7.13 8,00 7.43 7.80 <1 NS

7 Information
source
utilisation

21.03 21.13 22.53 22.23 <1 NS

8 Extension
participation

4,77 5.13 4.97 5.13 <1 NS

9 Leadership
propensity

5.37 4,73 4.73 4.17 3.93 0.69

10 Attitude towards 
peoples plan

13.37 13.83 13.63 13.67 <1 NS

11 Economic
Motivation

15.57 16.07 15.07 16.73 <1 NS

12 Training 1.70 1,97 1.80 2.07 1.24 NS

13 Innovativeness 4.60 4.63 4,67 4.83 <1 NS

14 Orientation
towards
incentives

11,33 10.20 I 1.53 11.03 <1 NS
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4.6 C om par ison  of Venganoor,  V izh in jam ,  A th iy an o o r  and  K o t tuka l  

Panchaya ts  with respect  to the  p e rsona l  socio-psychological  var iab les

Venganoor,  Vizhinjam, Athiyanoor and Kottukal Panchayats are 

compared  in Table 19 with respect to personal socio- psychological variables. 

It could be inferred from Table 19 that, for the variable leadership propensity, 

signif icant  difference was observed between Venganoor and Kottukal 

panchayats,  The results in Table 19 indicated that Venganoor panchayat 

scored the highest  mean score (5.37) and Kottukal panchayat scored the 

lowest mean score (4.17), It depicts that high level o f  leadership propensity 

was exhibited by the respondents  of  Venganoor panchayat.

4.7 C om par ison  of Venganoor ,  V izhin jam,  A th iy an o o r  and K ot tuka l

P anchaya ts  with respect to the depen d en t  var iab les

Venganoor,  Vizhinjam, Athiyanoor and Kottukal Panchayats are 

compared  on the dependent  variables in Table 20.

Tab le  20 C om par ison  of Venganoor ,  V izhin jam,  A th iy an o o r  and  K o t tuka l  

Panehayats  on effectiveness, a t t i tude  and  percep t ion

SI.

No.

Dependent

variables

Group mean

Venganoor

(1)

Vizhinjam

(2)

Athiyanoor

(3)

Kottukal

(4)

F CD

1 Effectiveness 9.17 8.03 8.60 7.27 1.73 1.73

2 Attitude 58.13 56.77 55.07 56.03 <1 NS

3 Perception 57.3 56.7 53.27 55.07 <1 NS



Table 20 revealed that there was  signif icant  difference between the 

panchayats  with respect  to effect iveness.  Signif icant  dif ference was observed 

be tween Venganoor  and Kottukal  panchayat .  The  respondents  in Venganoor  

panchayat  perceived the gramasabhas  as highly effect ive  in p lanning  and 

implementing agricultural deve lopment programmes.

The panchayats  exhibited no signif icant  difference with respect  to 

at t itude and perception.

4.8 C om par ison  of officials and  peoples representa t ives  with  respect to 

the dependen t  var iab les

Officials and peop le ’s representa t ives  are compared  on the dependent  

variables in Table 21.
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Table  21 Com par ison  of officials and  peop le ’s rep resen ta t ives  on 

effectiveness,  a t t i tude  and  perception

SI.
No.

Dependent
variables

Group mean

F CDOfficials

(1)

P eop le ’s
representa t ives

(2)

1 Effect iveness 10.60 9.98 1.16 NS

2 Atti tude 51.95 64.45 26.59 4.85

3 Perception 53.3 66.95 45.95 4.03

Table 21 revealed that there was no signif icant  dif ference be tween the 

off icials and peop le ’s representat ives regard ing the perce ived  effect iveness o f  

gramasabhas  in planning and implementing  agricultural  deve lopment 

programmes.



Jt could be inferred from Table  21 that officials  and p e o p le ’s 

representat ives  differed signif icantly in their  at ti tude towards  gramasabhas .  

The  results indicated that the p eop le ’s representa t ives  had  a more  favourable 

at ti tude towards gramasabhas  than the officials .

Perception o f  the off icials  and peop le ’s representa t ives  about the 

functioning o f  gramasabhas differed signif icantly.  It was observed that the 

p e o p le ’s representat ives had a bet ter  perception about  the functioning o f  

gramasabhas  as compared to officials.

4.9 Identi fica tion of im p o r tan t  prob lems as perceived by the  respondents  

r ega rd ing  the functioning of g ra m a sa b h a s

Percentage o f  farmers,  officials  and peop le ’s representa t ives  agreeing 

with the problems identif ied regarding the funct ioning o f  gramasabhas  is 

given in ' fable 22.

4.9.1 Farmers

For majori ty o f  the respondents (78 per  cent),  was tage o f  funds was the 

major problem regarding the funct ioning o f  gramasabhas.  A large proport ion 

o f  the investments made in the produc tion sector  was  found  to be 

unproductive.  The panchayats  were not  having adequate expert ise  to utilize 

these funds within the time frame. They were under pressure to spend as 

much as possible on whatever schemes  became handy, result ing in was tage  of  

funds.

The second important  problem regarding the gramasabhas  was,  lack of  

active group discussions.  Since the m em bers  o f  the gramasabha  are ordinary 

local people, they keep away from active  group discussions.  They are not



used to speaking in meetings and are not  well  versed in presen ting the matter  

clearly.

The  next important  problem was  that the prior i t isa t ion o f  project 

proposals  was not based on the felt  needs o f  the people.  There were 

diff icult ies  regarding the f inal isat ion o f  project  proposals  due to shortage of  

experienced resource persons.  Most  o f  the gramasabhas  had little expert ise  to 

evaluate the various proposals  and select  the most  su i table ones  based on felt 

needs.

Inadequate social audi t ing was a prob lem regarding the funct ioning o f  

gramasabhas.  Though social aud it ing is one o f  the func tions assigned to 

gramasabhas ,  it has not been made an integral part  o f  it. Most  o f  the 

gramasabhas  fail to carry out  social  audit. It acts as a hindrance in the 

effect ive functioning o f  gramasabhas.

Corrupt ions  in the selection o f  beneficiaries was another  problem 

perce ived  by the farmers. The farmers were aware o f  specif ic  instances of  

violat ing the norms and select ing the wrong beneficiaries.

4.9.2 Officials

Table 22 depicts that the most  impor tant  problem as perce ived  by the 

off icials regarding the functioning o f  gramasabhas  was,  lack o f  act ive group 

discussions.  The members were not  act ively part icipa t ing in the group 

discussions.  Accord ing to off icials,  act ive part icipa t ion was  observed in 

meetings  held for selection o f  beneficiaries as compared  to those held for 

discussing plan proposals.
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T a b l e  22 Ide n t i f i c a t io n  of  i m p o r t a n t  p r o b l e m s  as p e rce iv ed  by f a r m e r s ,
off icials a n d  p e o p l e ’s r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  r e g a r d i n g  th e  f u n c t i o n in g  
o f  g r a m a s a b h a s

SI.
No.i

P roblems

Farmers Officials P eop le ’s
representat ives

% Rank % Rank % Rank

; 1 Wastage o f  funds 78 I 38 VII 10 VIII

2 Lacks active group 
discussions

70 II 88 I 74 ' I

3 Priori t izat ion o f  project 
proposals  not based on 
felt needs

67 III 6 IX 14 VII

4 Lacks adequate social 
audit ing

58 IV 63 IV 26 VI

5 Corruption  in the 
select ion o f  beneficiaries

53 V 47 VI 0 X

6 N on co-operat ion of  
off icials

46 VI 0 X 61 III

7 Lack o f  periodic 
monitor ing o f  ongoing 
projects

39 VII 50 V 63 II

8 Gramasabha  meetings 
ending in conflicts

27 VIII 17 VIII 3 IX

9 Inadequate mobil isat ion 
o f  local resources

23 IX 76 II 45 V

10 Misuti l isa i ion o f  benefi ts 5 X 71 III 53 IV



The officials  perceived inadequate mobi l izat ion o f  local resources as 

an important  problem regarding the gramasabhas .  Mobil iza t ion  o f  resources 

through public donations and voluntary  services was found to be far  from 

stat isfactory.

Misuti l isa t ion o f  benefi ts  was ano ther  impor tan t  problem as perce ived  

by the officials.  They opined that many o f  the respondents  misu ti l i sed  the 

benefits.  The amount received under the schemes  was not  spent  for the 

purpose  they were given.

Social audi t ing was not carr ied out effect ively in gramasabhas .  This 

was a major  problem regarding its functioning.

Periodic moni toring  o f  ongoing projec ts  could  not  be carr ied out due to 

inadequate expertise.

4.9.3 P eop le ’s representa tives

According to peop le ’s representat ives,  the most  impor tant  factor  

hindering the effect ive functioning o f  gramasabhas was  lack o f  act ive group

discussions.

Lack o f  periodic moni toring o f  ongoing  projects  was  another  important  

problem as perceived by the peop le ’s representat ives.  Periodic monitor ing 

was not possible due to shortage o f  expert ise.

The peop le ’s representat ives compla ined  about the non co-opera t ion  of  

the officials  with the gramasabhas.  According  to them, many t imes off icials 

kept away from the duties in gramasabhas .
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Misuti l isa t ion o f  benefi ts by the beneficiaries was an important  

problem regarding the gramasabhas.  Most  o f  the beneficiaries were not 

spending  the amounts  for the purpose they were given,

Mobi l izat ion  o f  resources through public dona tions  and voluntary 

services by the gramasabhas  was not upto the expectat ions.  This  was  indeed a 

major problem for the gramasabhas  while implementing various development 

programmes.

Among the various problems identified as hindering the functioning o f  

gramasabhas ,  lack o f  active group discuss ions  assumes much significance.  It 

was observed that, for majori ty o f  the farmers,  officials  and p e o p le ’s 

representat ives,  lack o f  act ive group discussions was a major  constraint  

regarding the gramasabhas.

4.10 Sugges t ions  for  the b e t t e r  fu n c t i o n in g  o f  g r a m a s a b h a s

Based on the observation made by the researcher and discuss ions  with 

farmers,  officials  and peop le ’s representa t ives  the fol lowing sugges t ions  are 

given for the bet ter functioning o f  gramasabhas.

1. Group discussion in gramasabhas  should be so organ ised  tha t  the 

members  participate act ively in the group discussions .  Every group 

should have at least one trained faci l itator  to guide the discussions  in a 

fruitful manner,  l ie  should encourage the people to list and analyse the 

prob lems based upon their real life s ituations.

2. There should be adequate expert ise  for preparing projects ,  prioritising 

the project proposals based on the felt needs o f  the people and for periodic 

monitoring of  the ongoing projects.
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3. Social audit must  be made an integral  part  o f  the gramasabhas .

4. As per the recommendat ions  o f  Sen commit tee ,  the gramasabhas  should 

meet  at least once in three months.  But in pract ice,  at many places 

gramasabhas  were found to be convened only twice in a year. So for 

the effect ive functioning o f  gramasabhas ,  they should meet  once in 

three months.

5. A vast majori ty o f  the people are not aware o f  the functions  and 

responsibi l i t ies  o f  the gramasabhas .  So awareness  genera t ion about  the 

various aspects of  gramasabhas  is very essential  for the successful  

functioning  o f  gramasabhas.

6. Gramasabhas should meet  at a place and at a time convenient  to the 

majority o f  the members  concerned.

7. In order to make the gramasabhas  effect ive local governing  

insti tut ions, the relationship exist ing  between the officials  and the 

peop le ' s  representat ives should be improved.

8. Training  should be given to the officials  and p e o p le ’s representat ives

associated with the gramasabhas.

9. Shortfal ls observed during the implementa t ion  o f  the projects  should 

be made use o f  while formulat ing projects  for the next  year.

10. Beneficiaries should be selected strictly according to the cri ter ia

11. Grama panchayat should be equ ipped  with sufficient  data regarding the 

locality and should be made available to the gramasabhas  for the 

plann ing process.
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12. Problems that need immediate at tention and signif icant  to majori ty o f  

members  should be given priority in gramasabhas  while preparing the 

projects.

13 .The grama panchayat should be fully transparent .

14. Resource mobil isat ion should be made adequate.

15 .Gramasabha  needs to be empowered  through specif ic  s tatutory and 

policy measures.  Now the gramasabha has only an advisory  role. It 

should be provided with legal authori ty giving a bet ter  control  over  the 

grama panchayat .
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C H A P T E R  -  5 

S U M M A R Y

The gramasabhas  have been introduced in Kerala in the year 1996. The 

int roduction o f  gramasabhas has added a new dim ension  to agricultural  

planning by involving the rural people in the planning process,  for  the first 

t ime in the history o f  Kerala. In this s tudy an at tempt is made to throw some 

light on the effect iveness o f  gramasabhas  in crop production.

The specif ic object ives o f  the study were :

1) To analyse the effect iveness o f  gramasabhas  in plann ing and 

implement ing  agricultural  development programmes.

2) To study the at titude o f  farmers,  officials  and peop le ’s representat ives 

towards gramasabhas.

3) To study the perception o f  farmers,  off icials and peop le ’s 

representat ives about the functioning o f  gramasabhas.

4) To identify the constraints  as perceived by farmers,  off icials and 

p e o p le ’s representat ives regarding the functioning o f  gramasabhas .

5) To make suggestions for the bet ter  functioning o f  gramasabhas .

The study was carried out in A th iyanoor  block o f  Th i ruvananthapuram 

district.  From Athiyanoor block four panchayats  were selec ted at random. 

From each selected panchayat  three wards were randomly selected.  Thus 

twelve wards were selected from  the four panchayats .  From each o f  these 

twelve wards, 10 farmers were randomly selected.  Forty extens ion personnel



and 40 peop le ’s representat ives assoc ia ted  with  the functioning of  

gramasabhas  were also selected,  thus making  a total of  200 respondents for 

the study.

Effect iveness o f  gramasabhas  in planning and implementing

agricultural development programmes,  attitude of  farmers towards

gramasabhas  and their perception about  the functioning of  gramasabhas were

the dependent  variables.  Following personal  socio-psychological variables

viz., education,  main occupation,  annual  income, political orientation,
»

cosmopoli teness,  social par t icipat ion,  information source utilization, 

extension part icipat ion,  leadership propensi ty,  at t itude towards people’s plan, 

economic mot ivat ion,  t raining,  innovativeness and orientation towards 

incentives were selected as independen t  variables for the study.

A structured and pretested interview schedule was used for data 

collect ion. The data collected were stat istically analysed using simple 

correlat ion and analysis o f  variance.

The sal ient f indings o f  the study are summarised  below :

1. Sixty per  cent o f  farmers,  fifty five per  cent  of officials and sixty per 

cent o f  peop le ’s representa t ives  perceive the gramasabhas as effective 

in planning and implementing agricultural development programmes.

2. Regarding attitude towards gramasabhas ,  58.43 per cent o f  the farmers 

and 87.50 per cent o f  the p e o p le ’s representat ives possessed a very 

favourable attitude towards gramasabhas.  Among the officials, 65 per 

cent were favourable towards gramasabhas.
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3. Eighty per  cent o f  peop le ' s  representat ives had very good perception 

about the functioning o f  gramasabhas.  It was revealed that 57,50 per  

cent o f  officials and 61.67 per  cent  o f  farmers belonged  to h igh group 

with respect  to perception.

4. As far as education is concerned,  nearly ha l f  o f  the respondents  (45 per 

cent) had education upto high  school  level and 19.16 per cent studied 

upto primary level. Only 1,67 per  cent  o f  the respondents  under the 

study were illiterates.

5. It was observed that  93.33 per  cent  o f  farmers were having agriculture 

as main occupation and 6.67 per  cent  had agriculture as secondary 

occupation.

6. Majority o f  the respondents (62.50 per  cent) be longed to low annual 

income group and 37.50 per  cent  const i tuted the high group.

7. More than ha l f  o f  the farmers (57.53 per  cent) were highly oriented 

towards politics and the remain ing  42.47 per  cent had a low level of  

poli tical orientat ion.

8. Majori ty o f  the farmers (76.67 per  cent) exh ib ited  high level of  

cosmopoli teness.  Only 23.33 per  cent o f  the respondents  had low 

cosmopoli teness.

9. Majority o f  the respondents  (80.33 per  cent) had high  social 

part icipat ion and 19.17 per  cent  be longed to low group.

10. Informat ion  source ut i l isat ion was found to be high for the vast 

majori ty (88.33 per cent) o f  the respondents.  Only 11,67 per  cent o f  the 

respondents belonged to low group.
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11. As far as extension par t icipat ion is concerned,  63.33 per cent o f  the 

respondents  belonged to high group and 36.67 per  cent belonged to low

group.

12.lt  was revealed that 80 per cent  o f  the respondents had low level o f  

leadership propensity and only 20 per  cent had high level o f l e a d e r s h ip  

propensity.

13. Regarding the attitude towards people’s plan, 65 per cent o f  the respondents 

possessed a favourable attitude and the remaining 35 per cent of  the 

respondents expressed a less favourable attitude towards people’s plan.

14 .Nearly ha l f  o f  the respondents  (48.33 per  cent) exhibited high 

economic  motivat ion.

15. As far as t raining is concerned,  73.33 per cent  respondents  belonged to 

high group and 26.67 per  cent  belonged to low group.

16.Low; level o f  innovativeness was expressed only by 35.83 per cent of  

the farmers and the majori ty o f  the respondents  (64.17 per  cent) 

const i tuted high group.

17. More than ha l f  o f  the respondents  (58.33 per  cent) possessed high 

orientat ion towards incentives and the remaining 41.67 per  cent  o f  the 

respondents belonged to low group.

] 8. Correlat ion studies revealed that education, poli tical orientation,  

cosmopoli teness,  social par t icipat ion,  information source uti lisat ion,  

leadership propensity,  at ti tude towards peop le’s plan and orientat ion 

towards incentives had signif icant  posit ive relationship and annual 

income had significant negative relationship with perceived effectiveness.



19. Education,  main occupation,  poli t ical orientat ion,  social participation, 

at titude towards peop le’s plan,  economic mot ivat ion and orientat ion 

towards incentives had signif icant  posit ive relat ionship  with altitude 

towards gramasabhas.  Annual  income was found to be negatively 

correlated with attitude.

20. Perception about the functioning o f  gramasabhas  was posi tively 

correlated with education, main occupat ion ,  poli tical orientat ion,  social 

participation,  attitude towards peop le ’s plan,  economic  mot ivat ion and 

orientation towards incentives.  Annual  income had signif icant  negative 

correlat ion with perception.

21 .Non-s igni f ican t  relationship was  observed for the personal  socio- 

psychological  variables viz . ,  extension part icipat ion,  t raining and 

innovat iveness with the three dependent  variables viz.,  effect iveness,  

at ti tude and perception.

22. Out o f  the 14 socio-psychological  variables s tudied,  only with respect 

to leadership propensity,  Venganoor  and Kottukal panchayats  differed 

signif icantly.  High level o f  leadership propensi ty was exhib ited  by the 

respondents  o f  Venganoor  panchayat.

Venganoor  and Kottukal  panchayats  differed signif icantly with respect 

to perceived effect iveness regarding the gramasabhas .  The  respondents 

in Venganoor panchayat perceived the gramasabhas as highly effective in 

planning and implementing ADPs. There was no significant difference 

among Venganoor, Vizhinjam, Athiyanoor and Kottukal panchayats with 

respect to attitude and perception about the gramasabhas.



2 4 . There was no signif icant  difference between the officials  and the 

peop le ' s  representat ives regard ing the perceived effect iveness o f  

gramasabhas  in planning and implem enting  ADPs.

25. As far as attitude towards gramasabhas  is concerned,  the off icials and 

the peop le ’s representat ives differed signif icantly.  It was observed that 

the peop le’s representat ives had a more favourable at ti tude towards 

gramasabhas  than the officials.

26. Signif icant  difference was observed between the off icials and the 

peop le ' s  representat ives regard ing the perception about  the functioning 

o f  gramasabhas.  It was revealed that the peop le ’s representa t ives  had a 

bet ter perception about  the functioning o f  gramasabhas  as compared to 

officials.

Lack o f  active group discuss ions was perceived as the mos t  important 

constraint  by the farmers,  off icials and p eop le ’s representat ives regarding the 

functioning o f  gramasabhas.  Wastage o f  funds,  priori t izat ion o f  project 

proposals  not based on felt needs,  lack o f  adequate social auditing and 

corruption in the selection o f  beneficiaries were the major  constraints  as 

perceived by farmers. As far as off icials  and people’s representat ives are 

concerned,  inadequate mobil iza t ion o f  local resources,  misuti l isat ion of  

benefi ts  and lack o f  periodic monitoring o f  ongoing projects  were the 

important  constraints  in the funct ioning o f  gramasabhas.
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The study brings to focus the effect iveness,  at ti tude and perception 

regarding the gramasabhas,  which will help the planners in devising a suitable 

strategy for the bet ter  functioning o f  gramasabhas.  Besides, the perceived 

ef fect iveness o f  gramasabhas by the farmers,  off icials  and p eop le ’s 

representat ives in planning and implem enting  ADPs could identify the 

drawbacks  in the performance  o f  the gramasabhas  in crop production.  This 

would help to rectify the drawbacks  in a bet ter  and co-ord ina ted manner 

ensuring sustainable development in crop production.  The constraints  

identif ied by the respondents regarding the functioning o f  gramasabhas  should 

be given due considerat ion and necessary act ion should be taken.

Suggestions for fu tu re  research

1) Gramasabhas  perform well with  the co-operat ion o f  officials  and 

peop le ’s representat ives.  So studies on performance  assessment of  

off icials and p eop le ’s representat ives may be conducted.

2) Comparat ive studies between ne ighbourhood groups  and gramasabhas 

may be conducted.

Im p l ic a t io n s  of  the  s tudy
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A P P E N D I X  - I

KERALA A G R IC U L T U R A L  UNIV ERSITY

DR. A.K. SHERIEF, 
Assis tant  Professor.

Dept,  o f  Agrl.  Extension,  
College o f  Agriculture,  
Vellayani  P.O.,  
Th i ruvanan thapuram -6 95522

Dear Sir/ Madam,

Ms. Beena,  S., Postgraduate student  o f  this  depar tmen t has taken up a 

research study on ‘Per formance and potential  o f  gramasabhas  in crop 

product ion in Ath iyanoor  block o f  Thi ruvananthapuram dis tr ict ’.

The main object ive o f  the study is to analyse the effect iveness o f  the 

gramasabhas  in planning and implementing development programme in 

agriculture sector , at ti tude o f  farmers officials  and peo p le ’s representat ives 

towards gramasabhas,  perception o f  officials  and peop le ’s representat ives 

about  the functioning o f  gramasabhas  and to make suggest ions for the better 

functioning o f  gramasabhas.

The independent  variables related to the study have been identif ied 

based on review' o f  li terature and discussion with experts.  These are listed in 

the Annexure  along with their operat ional  defini t ion.

Cons ider ing your vast experience in the field o f  extens ion research,  

you are selected as judge  to rate the relevancy o f  the variables on a 3 point 

cont inuum ranging from most  relevant  to least relevant .  Please put  a tick mark 

(V) against  each o f  the variables to indicate your judgm ent  on  the degree of  

relevance o f  the variables to the present  study. You are free to add more 

number o f  variables.

Kindly return the ju d g m e n t  sheet to the researcher.

Thanking you.
Yours Sincerely,

(A.K. Sherief)



SI.
No.

I n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s

Most
relevant

(3)

Relevant

(2)

Least
relevant

(1)

I. Age:- Refers to the number  o f  years 
completed by the respondent  at the 
time o f  enquiry.

2. Education; -  Abili ty o f  the respondent  
to read and write or the extent o f  the 
formal educa tion possessed.

Main  occupation:-  Refers to whether 
agriculture is the re sponden t ’s pr imary 
occupation or not.

4. Farm size:- The total area o f  the land 
possessed by the farmer at the t ime of  
conducting  the survey.

5. Farming experience:-  Number  o f  
years since the farmer has been 
involved in the cult ivat ion o f  crops.

6. Annual  income:-  Refers to the total 
income obta ined from both agriculture 
and other  subsidiary occupations  for a 
period of  one year.

!

7. Familv type:- Whether nuclear  or joint 
family. 1

8. Poli t ical orientat ion:-  Affi l iat ion o f  
the farmer with poli tics.

9. Mass media exposure:-  Degree to 
which different  mass media  sources 
were uti lized by the youth for get t ing 
information.

10. Cosmoool i teness :-  Refers to the 
fa rm er’s extent  o f  contact  with the 
outside vil lage in terms o f  frequency 
and purpose  o f  visits and membership  
in organisat ions.



11. Social DarticiDation:- Decree o f  
invo lvement o f  a farmer in formal 
organisat ions  ei ther as member or as 
off ice bearer.

12. Scientific orientation:-  Decree to 
which  a farmer is orientated to the use 
o f  scientific methods  in decision 
making in farming.

13. Information source uti l ization:-  An 
ind iv idua l ’s contact  with various 
sources o f  information ie o n e ’s 
exposure to various sources of  
information and not influence or 
interna lizat ion o f  the message from 
these sources.

14. Extens ion  Par t icipat ion:-  Extent  of  
involvement o f  youth in different  
extens ion act ivit ies.

15. Level o f  aspirat ion:-  Refers to the 
fa rmer’s over all as sessmen t o f  his 
concern for wishes and hopes for the 
future in his own real ity world.

16. Innovativeness :-  Desire expressed  by 
a farmer to do something new for the 
sake o f  their  own rather than to gain 
power,  recognit ion or profit.

i

/

17. Se l f  concept:-  Set o f  cognit ion and 
feel ings that a farmer has about h im as 
a farmer.

18. Gender bias:- Whether  the male 
members  have influence on the women 
in encouraging or dominat ing decision 
making.

19. Orientat ion towards incentives:-  
Orientat ion o f  farmers towards 
subsidies and assistance provided by 
the govt, and other  sponsoring 
agencies to mot ivate farmers to follow' 
the farming pract ices.



2 0 .

21.

23.

. . -  - p
Ach ievement mot iva t ion:- Desire for 
excellence in order to at tain a sense o f  ; 
personal  accomplishment.

Socio-  poli tical part icipat ion:-  Degree 
to which an agricultural  labourer  is 
involved in formal socio-poli t ical  
organisat ion ei ther  as member  or as  an 
office bearer.

Se l f  confidence:  Extent  o f  feel ing 
about  one 's  own powers, abi l it ies  and 
resourcefulness to perform any 
act ivi ty which the farmer desires to 
undertake.

Leadership propensity:-  Refers to the 
ability o f  the respondent  to influence 
others in the at tainment o f  goals.

24. Economic mot ivat ion:- An
ind iv idua l ’s orientation towards 
ach ievement o f  maximum economic  
ends.

25 Credit  Orientation:- Refers to the 
favourable and posit ive at t itude o f  a 
farmer towards obta ining credit from 
insti tut ional  sources.



A P P E N D I X -  II 

A t t i t u d e  s t a t e m e n t s  w i th  t h e i r  re spec t ive  ‘t ’ va lues

The statements selected for measur ing  the attitude with their respecti

'T values.

1
SI.
No. S ta t e m e n t s ‘t ’ val

1 Gramasabha  helps to identify the c o m m o n  problems o f  
the local people

2.04

2 The criter ia followed by gramasabhas  in select ing the 
beneficiaries is not satisfactory.

3.16

Gramasabha helps to cri t icize the corruptions o f  the 
panchayat.

6.32

4 Gramasabha  meetings end in disputes 2.46

5 Gramasabha  is a boon to farmers 2.15

6 P eop le ’s part icipat ion is not necessary  for the effect ive 
functioning o f  gramasabhas

5.87

7 Gramasabha  helps to create we feel ing in the rural 
people

4.92

8 Local problems can be best solved through bodies like 
gramasabhas

5.95

9 Gramasabhas  are not ideal for Kerala condit ions 3.62

10 Gramasabha  successfully mobi l ises  voluntary labour for 
the implementa t ion  o f  the projects

4.83

I 11 Powers  vested with gramasabhas  are not adequate for 
solving the prevail ing problems.

3.71

12 Gramasabha is an ideal forum for undertaking social 
audit

6.21

13 Matters  of  poli tical interests  are given emphasis  in group 
discussions in gramasabhas.

4.73

14 Gramasabha helps to increase the faith o f  the vi l lagers in 
the panchayat

5.32

15 Gramasabha creates problems rather than solving problems. 3.78



A P P E N D I X  -  III 

I n te rv iew  s c h e d u le

P e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  p o te n t ia l  of  g r a m a s a b h a s  in c ro p  p r o d u c t i o n  in 

A t h i y a n o o r  b lock  of  T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m  d i s t r i c t

Serial No.

1. Name of the respondent  :

2. Name o f  the ward

3. Name o f  the panchayat

4. E d u c a t io n

SI. No. Leve l  of  e d u c a t io n

1 Illiterate (0)

2 Can read only (1)

3 Can read and write (2)

4 Primary school (3)

5 Middle school (4)

6 High school (5)

7 College and above (6)

5. M a in  o cc u p a t io n

Agriculture as primary occupation -  (2)

Agriculture as secondary occupation - (1)

6. A n n u a l  income 

Below 5,000 (1)

5.000- 10,000 (2)

10.000- 15,000 (3)

>15,000 (4)



7. Pol i t ica l  o r i e n t a t io n

SI.
No.

S ta t e m e n t s A gree
( I )

Disagree
(«)

1 Group discussions in gramasabhas  are carried out 
effect ively wi thout  any poli tical intervention

2 Political interests  are given emphasis  while 
priori t is ing the project proposals

oa Local resources are mobil ised with the co ­
operat ion of  all political parties.

4 Beneficiaries are selected strictly according to 
the criter ia without political interference.

Social audit in gramasabhas  is not carried out 
effect ively due to political interventions.

8. C o s m opo l i tene ss

SI. : a) F r e q u e n c y  of  visi t to n e a r e s t  town
No. :

4

5

6

a

4

5

6

Twice or more in a week (5) 

Once in a week (4)

Once in a fortnight (3)

Once in a month (2)

Seldom (1)

Never (0)

b) P u r p o s e  of  visit

All visits relating to agriculture (5) 

Some visits relating to agriculture (4) 

Personal/  domestic  matters (3) 

Entertainment (2)

Other p u r p o s e s (1)

No response (0)



9. Socia l  p a r t i c ip a t io n

Please indicate whether  you arc a member  or off ice bearer  in any o f  the 

fo l lowing organisat ions.  If so, indicate the frequency o f  part icipation.

S I.

No.
O rg a n is a t io n

N a tu re  o f  p a r t ic ip a t io n
F re q u e n c y  o f  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in 

meetings/ a c t iv i t ie s

No

membership
Mem ber

Office  

bea re r
Regularly Sometimes Never

(0) (1) (2) ; (2) ( I ) (0)

1, Panchayat

2. Co-operative

society

3. Y o u th  club 1 1

4. Socio-cultura l

organisation

5 . A ny other 

(specify)

10. I n f o r m a t i o n  s o u rce  u t i l iz a t ion

R e g u la r ly

(2)

S om et im es

0 )

Never

(0)

1) I m p e r s o n a l  sou rce

a) Radio

b) Newspaper

c) TV

d) Farm magazine

e) Farm articles in popular

magazines

1

2) F o r m a l  p e r s o n a l  source

. a) Agricultural  assistants

b) Agricultural  off icer

c ) Agricultural  scientists |

3) I n f o r m a l  p e r s o n a l  sou rce

a) Friends and relatives

b) Neighbours  and fellow 

farmers



C) Family members " H

d) Progressive farmers

e) Local leaders

4) C o m m e r c i a l  s o u rce

a) Fert i l izer  dealers

b) Pesticide dealers

c) Co-opera t ive officials

d) Bank personnels

5) O t h e r  sou rce

a) Exhibit ions  /Melas/  Festivals

b) Group meetings

c ) Training i

d) Demons tra t ions

e) Seminars

11. E x te n s io n  p a r t i c ip a t io n

Please indicate your frequency o f  part icipat ion in the following 

extens ion act ivit ies .

s i .
No.

E x te n s io n  act iv i ty

A t t e n d e d  w h e n e v e r  
c o n d u c t e d

(2)

S om e t im e s
a t t e n d e d

(1)

Never
a t t e n d e d

(0)

1 Campaigns
'

2 Seminars

3 Fairs/ Melas

4 Group discussions

5 Demons tra t ions '

6 Any other (specify)
L---



12. L e a d e r s h i p  P ro p e n s i ty

SI.
No.

S ta t e m e n t s
Always

(2)

S om et im es

(1)

Never

(0)

1 Do you lead meetings and discussions

2 Are you avai lable to others at any 
t ime to extend necessary help to 
them.

3 Do you guide and influence others  in 
taking decisions

4 Do you feel others are convinced  by 
you.

5 Do you think that you can change the 
at ti tude o f  others

13. A t t i tu d e  t o w a r d s  p e o p l e ’s p lan

SI.
No.

S ta t e m e n t s
SA
(5)

A
(4)

UD
(3)

DA
(2)

SDA
(1)

1. The benefits o f  p e o p le ’s plan meant  
for the people are not reaching them.

2 People 's  plan has helped to identify 
the backwardness o f  the society and 
thereby helping to overcome the 
diff icult ies  out  o f  that 1|

3. P eo p le ’s plan has not helped  in 
solving the problems confronted  by 
rural people in general.

4 Participat ion o f  people in the social 
sector  has improved through 
implementa t ion  o f  peop le ’s plan

5. P eo p le ’s plan is no way helping the 
development o f  people.



14. E c o n o m ic  m ot iva t ion

SI.

No.
S ta t e m e n t s

SA

(5)

A

(4)

UD

(3)

DA

(2)

SDA

(1)

1 Prestige is more important  than 

profi t in judg ing  the success o f  a 

farm

2 Money alone does not give 

sat isfact ion in a farmers life.

3 A farmer should always aim at 

social recognit ion than 

recogni t ion on monetary grounds.

I

4 A farmer should adopt  an 

innovation which helps him to 

make money.

i

5. A farmer requires only money to 

achieve most  o f  the goals in life.
i

6 Community  respects rich farmers 

more than poor farmers.
i

15. T r a i n i n g

SI. No. T r a i n i n g  u n d e r g o n e S core

1 No training 0

2 One training 1

3 Two trainings 2

4 Two or more trainings -T



16. I n n o v a t iv e n e s s

SI.
No.

S ta t e m e n t s
Yes

(2)

UD

(1)

No

(0)

1 A good farmer experiments  writh new ideas 
in farming

2 Though it takes t ime for a farmer to learn 
new methods  it is worth taking the efforts

3 As soon as you get information regarding a 
new agricultural pract ice,  will you take 
immediate  decision to put it into practice.

4 If  the govt, would help you to establish a 
farm elsewhere,  would you move. ,

5 Do you think a farmer exper iment ing  with 
his own new ideas but main ta in ing  his farm 
enterprise wi thout  loss could be cal led 
innovative.

17. O r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s  incen tives

Please indicate your extent  o f  agreement or d isagreement to the

following statements.

Si.
No.

Sta tements
SA

(5)

A

(4)

UD

(3)

DA

(2)

SDA

(1)

1 Subsidies/  assistance provided  by 
sponsoring agency motivated farmers to 
fol low improved agricultural  pract ices.

2 Subsidies/ assistance provided by 
sponsoring agency are not adequate when 
compared to the expenditure in carrying out 
improved agricultural practices.

3 Subsidised supply of  inputs like seeds, 
seedlings, fer ti lizers reduced the 
hardship faced by farmers in fol lowing 
improved agricultural pract ices.

4 Free electrici ty provided by Government 
for farming is a boon for farmers to 
reduce cost o f  cult ivat ion. i



18. Effec t iveness  of  g r a m a s a b h a s  in p l a n n i n g  a n d  im p le m e n t in g  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  p r o g r a m m e s

SI.

No.
S ta t e m e n t s

Yes

(1)

No

(0)

1 Gramasabhas  are convened at a t ime convenient  to 

majori ty o f  its members

2 In group discussions everyone gets an equal chance 

to express his problems

3 : The cri ter ia  for beneficiary select ion are widely 

publ ic ised in the wards ■

4 Gramasabhas  are not  convened regularly once in 

three months

5 Discussions  regarding the availabil i ty o f  local 

resources and the eff icient ut i l izat ion o f  these 

resources are carried out effect ively in gramasabhas i
i

6 The Planning exercise was often centered  on a single 

issue

7 The gramasabha fails to pinpoint  the short falls in the 

im plementa t ion o f  projects  in a heal thy manner
1

8 Problems that need immedia te at tention and arc 

s ignif icant  to majori ty o f  members  are given priori ty 

in gramasabhas

9 Non- eligible beneficiaries are included since it is 

possible to make adjustments  in selection norms 

unofficial ly

10 Short falls observed during the im plementa t ion  o f  the 

projects  is made use of  while formula t ing projects  for 

the next year

11 Somet imes  gramasabhas  are convened without  

meeting  the prescribed quorum and false information 

is recorded
— ..2



12 Agricultural  deve lopment p rogramm es  formulated 

through gramasabhas  best suit the local condit ions 

than those formulated earlier

13 Polit ical  interventions in gramasabhas  adversely 

affect the potential  o f  officials

14 Periodic monitoring and evaluation  on the 

implementat ion o f  various projects  are done by 

gramasabhas

15 Gramasabha  fails to identify the felt needs o f  the 

people
. .  .1

19) A t t i t u d e

SI.

No.
S ta t e m e n t s

S A

(5)

A

(4)

U D

(3)

: 
S 

£ S D A

(1)

1 Gramasabha  helps to identify the common 

prob lems o f  the local people

2 The criteria fol lowed by gramasabhas  in 

selecting the beneficiaries is not 

sat isfactory.

3 Gramasabha  helps to cri t icise the 

corruptions o f  the panchayat .

4 Gramasabha  meetings end in disputes.

5 Gramasabha  is a boom to farmers.

6 P eo p le ’s part icipat ion is not necessary  for 

the effect ive functioning o f  gramasabhas.

7 Gramasabhas  help to create we feel ing in 

the rural people.

8 Local problems can be best solved 

through bodies like gramasabhas
1

9 Gramasabhas  are not ideal for Kerala 

condit ions.

10 Gramasabha successfully mobilises voluntary- 

labour for the implementation o f  the projects.
1

j
1



11 Powers  vested with gramasabhas are not 

adequate for solving the prevail ing 

problems.

12 Gramasabha  is an ideal forum for 

undertaking social audit.

13 Matters of  political interests are given 

emphasis in group discussions in 

gramasabhas.

14 Gramasabhas  helps to increase the faith of  

the vi l lagers in the panchayat

15 Gramasabha  creates problems rather  than 

solv ing  problems

20) P e rc e p t io n

SI.
No.

S ta t e m e n t s
S A 

(5)
A

(4)
U D

(3)
D A

(2)
S I M

( 0

1 G ramasabhas  are convened regularly

2 Gramasabhas  perform better with political 
ini tiat ion ,

Farmers are encouraged to express  their 
needs in group discussions

4 Many t imes beneficiaries are not  selected 
according to the st ipulated cri ter ia

5 While priorit is ing the project proposals  
due importance is given to the felt needs 
o f  the farmers

6 Gramasabha  fails to mobil ise local 
resources sat isfactorily

7 Group discussions  in gramasabhas  are 
capable o f  solving the prob lems o f  the 
farmers

8 Social audit has not been made an integral 
part o f  the gramasabha

9 Group discussions carr ied out in 
gramasabhas  create awareness  in the 
vil lages regarding the local p roblems



10 Project proposals formulated through 
gramasabhas satisfy the felt needs of  the 
farmers

1i1 1 ■" '1

11 Gramasabha  fails to represent  all 
categories o f  people in the vi l lage

12 Gramasabha  enhances meaningful  
part icipa t ion o f  people in matters  
concern ing their  lives

13 Gramasabhas are successful in making the 
panchayat accountable to the public

14 Project  proposals  are formulated  based on 
the discuss ions carried out in gramasabhas

15 Without any prejudice,  rul ing and 
opposit ion  party members  act ively 
part icipate in the dimens ions regarding 
the developmental  prob lems o f  the region



PART - B

C o n s t r a i n t s

In your opinion what  are the constraints  for the effect ive functioning of  

gramasabhas  ? Indicate your ag reement or d isagreement to the constraints 

listed below Add any other  constraints  which you find hindering the 

per formance  o f  gramasabhas.

9.

10.

6. ■ Non co-operat ion of  officials

7, I Lack o f  periodic moni to r ing  o f  ongoing 
i projects

8. Gramasabha meetings ending in conflicts

Inadequate mobil izat ion o f  local resources

Misuli l isat ion o f  benefits

SI. No. S ta t e m e n t s A gree D isagree

1. Wastage o f  funds

2. Lacks act ive group discussions

3. Priorit isat ion o f  project proposals  not based 
on felt needs

4. Lacks adequate social audi t ing

5. Corruptions  in the selection o f  beneficiaries

i x r„  .... _______ + ^ r  ~ . i

What are your suggest ions for the bet ter  functioning o f  gramasabhas  ? 

1)

2)
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A B ST R A C T

The study entitled ‘Performance and potential o f  gramasabhas  in crop 

production in Athiyanoor  block o f  Th i ruvananthapuram district  was 

undertaken  to study the effect iveness,  at t i tude and percept ion and to identify 

the constraints  as perce ived by the farmers,  off icials  and people’s 

representa t ives  regarding the functioning  o f  gramasabhas.

The study was conducted  in Venganoor ,  Vizhin jam, Athiyanoor and 

Kottukal  panchayats  o f  Athiyanoor block.  A sample  o f  200 respondents  were 

selected using mul t is tage random sampling  technique.  Data were collected 

through well  s tructured and pre-tested in terview schedule.

Sixty per cent  o f  the farmers,  f ifty five per  cent  o f  the officials  and 

sixty per cent o f  the peop le ’s representa t ives  perceive the gramasabhas  as 

effect ive in plann ing and implanting agricultural  development programmes.

Regard ing  the at ti tude towards  gramasabhas,  58.43 per  cent  o f  the 

farmers and 87.50 per  cent o f  the p e o p le ’s representat ives possessed  a very 

favourable  at titude.  Among the off icials ,  65 per cent  were favourable towards 

gramasabhas.

Eighty per cent  o f  the p e o p le ’s representat ives had very good 

perception about the functioning o f  gramasabhas.  The study revealed that 

57.50 per  cent o f  the officials  and 61.67  per cent  o f  the farmers belonged to 

high group w'ith respect  to perception.

Majori ty o f  the farmers had educa tion  upto high  school  level with 

farming as the main occupation.  Most  o f  the farmers expressed a high level



o f  poli tical  orientation,  cosmopol i teness ,  social part icipat ion and extension 

part icipat ion.  Information source ut i l isat ion  and orientat ion o f  the farmers 

towards incent ives were also found to be  high  for majori ty o f  the respondents.

Personal,  socio-psychological  variables viz., educa tion,  political 

orientation,  cosmopol i teness,  social part icipat ion,  in format ion source 

uti l isation,  leadership propensi ty,  at t i tude towards p e o p le ’s plan and 

orientat ion towards incentives had shown a posi t ive and significant  

relat ionship with  effect iveness.  Annual  income had negat ively  signif icant  

rela t ionship  with  effect iveness.

Educa tion,  main occupation,  poli tical  orientat ion,  social participation,  

at t itude towards peop le ’s plan, economic  mot ivat ion and or ientat ion towards 

incentives had shown a posi t ive and significant  relation with  attitude o f  the 

farmers towards gramasabhas.  A nnual  income was found to be negatively 

correlated with  attitude.

Education,  main occupa tion,  poli tical  orientation,  social  participation,  

at ti tude towards  p eop le ’s plan,  econom ic  motivat ion  and orientat ion towards 

incentives had shown a pos i t ively signif icant  relat ionship with  perception of  

the farmers about  the functioning o f  gramasabhas.  Annual  income had 

negatively signif icant  relat ion with  perception.

«
Venganoor  and Kottukal panchaya ts  differed signif icantly with  respect  

to leadership propensi ty.  The respondents  o f  Venganoor  panchayat  had high 

level o f  leadership propensi ty as compared  to those in Kottukal  panchayat.

Venganoor  and Kottukal panchayats  differed signif icantly with respect  

to perceived effect iveness.  The respondents  in Venganoor  panchayat



perceived the gramasabhas  as highly effect ive in plann ing and im plementing 

agricultural  development progarammes .

There was no significant  dif ference among Venganoor,  Vizhinjam, 

Athiyanoor and Kottukal panchayats  with  respect  to at ti tude and perception 

about  the gramasabhas.

The officials  and the p e o p l e ’s representa t ives  exhibited non­

signif icant  relat ionship regarding the perceived  effect iveness o f  gramasabhas  

in plann ing and implementing agricultural  development programmes .  .

As far as at ti tude towards gramasabhas  is concerned,  the officials  and 

the peop le ’s representat ives differed signif icantly.  It was  observed that the 

p e o p le ’s representat ives had a more favourable at ti tude towards gramasabhas  

than  the officials.

Signif icant  difference was observed be tween the off icials and the 

p e o p le ’s representat ives regarding the perception about  the functioning of  

gramasabhas.  As compared  to off icials ,  peop le ’s representa t ives  possessed  a 

be t ter  perception about  the functioning o f  gramasabhas .

Lack o f  act ive group discuss ions  was perce ived  as the mos t  important  

cons traint  by the farmers,  officials  and peop le ’s representat ives.


