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IN T R O D U C T IO N

In  a d e v e lo p in g  na t ion  l i k e  In d ia ,  th e  m a jo r la cu na  fo r  

d e ve lo p m e n t i s  the  com m u n ica t ion  abou t a d v a n ce d  te c h n o lo g y  C om m uni

ca t io n  in te g ra te s  k n o w le d g e ,  o rg a n iz a t io n  and  p o w e r and  ru n s  a s  a 

th re a d  l i n k i n g  th e  e a r l ie s t  m em ory o f man to h i s  n o b le s t  a s p i r a t io n s  

th ro u g h  co n sta n t  s t r i v i n g  f o r  a b e tte r  l i f e  A s  th e  w o r ld  h a s  a d v a n ce d ,  

th e  t a sk  o f com m un ica t ion  h a s  becom e e v e r  m ore c o m p le x  and  s u b t le  

C om m un ica tion  b y  i t s e l f  canno t b r in g  abou t d e ve lo p m e n t, bu t in a d e q u a te  

com m un ica t ion  r e n d e r s  d e v e lo p m e n t s lo w e r  and  m ore  d i f f i c u l t ,  a s  w e ll 

a s  im p e d in g  p o p u la r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  To s e c u re  a f lo w  o f m e ssa ge s  and  

new s w h ic h  i s  not v e r t i c a l ,  o n e -w ay  and  p ro d u c e d  b y  a few  fo r  the  

p u b l ic  a t la rg e ,  s t r u c t u r a l  ch an ge s  d e s ig n e d  to f a c i l i t a t e  a h o r iz o n t a l  

f lo w  o r  e x c h a n g e  in v o lv in g  th e  a c t iv e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  bo th  in d i v id u a l s  

and co m m u n it ie s  a re  needed  M any  a num ber o f r e s e a r c h  f in d in g s  

rem a in  u n e x p o se d  to  th e  in te n d e d  c la s s  o r  th e y  ge t a d is t o r t e d  

v e r s io n  o f m e ssa ge . T h e  t r e a s u re s  o f k n o w le d ge  p r e v a i l  u n e x p lo it e d ,  

u n le s s  th e y  a re  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the  u lt im a te  uses. T h e  g i s t  o f a l l  th e se  

r e f le c t s  th e  r o le  th a t  com m un ica t ion  o f in n o v a t io n s  h a s  to p la y  fo r  

th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f th e  na t ion

T h e  m odern  a ge  o f  com m un ica tion  i s  g e n e r a l ly  c o n s id e re d  to 

date  from  th e  in v e n t io n  o f p r in t in g .  S in c e  th e  in v e n t io n  o f th e  p r in t in g  

p r e s s ,  th e  w o r ld  h a s  been t r u ly  t ra n s fo rm e d  M e s sa g e s  o f a l l  k in d s  

a re  c o n t in u o u s ly  t r a n sm it te d  to a v a s t  num ber of r e c ip ie n t s .  T he  a d v e n t



o f  th e  p r in t  m edium  and  t h e i r  p re se n c e  in  ou r d a i ly  l i f e  h a s  been 

one o f th e  m ajor fe a tu re s  o f th e  c o m te m p o ra ry  w o r ld  T h e  p r in t  

m edium  i s  c o n s id e re d  to  be  p o w e r fu l m  d e v e lo p m e n t com m un ica t ion  

U N E SC O  (1 9 8 2 ) ,  m  i t s  r e p o r t  on com m un ica t ion  and s o c ie t y ,  c a t e g o r ic a l ly  

s ta te d  t h a t ,

"W h i le  i t  i s  o ften  s a id  th a t  we a re  e n te r in g  't h e  
e le c t r o n ic  a g e ' th e re  i s ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  no s ig n  o f 
th e  d e m ise  o f  p r in t  m ed ia  N e w s p a p e r s ,  m agaz ine s 
and  b o o k s  w i l l  c o n tin u e  fo r  d e c a d e s  to be  the  m ajor 
s o u r c e s  o f in fo rm a t io n ,  k n o w le d g e  and  p le a su re ,  e f f o r t s  
s h o u ld  be m ade to  e n su re  t h e i r  c o n t in u it y ,  to in c re a se  
t h e i r  q u a n t it y  and to im p ro v e  t h e i r  q u a l it y  "

T h e  c o n ce p ts  su c h  a s  "f re e d o m  o f in fo rm a t io n ",  " f r e e  f lo w  

o f in fo rm a t io n " ,  "b a la n c e d  f lo w  of in fo rm a t io n "  and  " f r e e  a c c e s s  to 

th e  m e d ia "  a re  th e  n a tu ra l o u tg ro w th  o f th e  b a s ic  p r in c ip l e  o f fre ed o m  

o f sp e e c h  and  e x p r e s s io n  In  a S ta te  l i k e  K e ra la ,  w h e re  th e  p o p u la t 

io n  i s  cent p e r  cent l i t e r a t e ,  a f re e  f lo w  of in fo rm a t io n  i s  sm o o th ly  

a c h ie v e d  th ro u g h  p r in t  m edium  P r in t ,  u n l ik e  u tte rance , can be a c c e s se d  

r e p e a te d ly

T h e  fa rm  m a ga z in e s  w h ic h  can c a te r  to th e  n e ed s o f th e  

fa rm in g  p o p u la t io n  m  d iv e r g e n t  w a y s  a re  of s ig n i f ic a n t  im p o rta n c e  

in  t r a n s fe r  o f te c h n o lo g y .  F a rm  m agaz ine s  can g iv e  an in d e p th  kn o w le d ge  

o f  th e  m atte r d e a lt  w ith  w hen  co m p a re d  to an a g r ic u l t u r a l  a r t ic le  m  

a n e w sp a p e r  w h ic h  i s  an a lte rn a te  p r in t  m edium  so u rc e  f o r  the  

fa rm e r  M o re o v e r ,  th e  fa rm  m agaz ine  can be  u sed  a s  re fe re n c e  m a te r ia l



S in c e  th e re  i s  a p e r io d ic i t y  f o r  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  o f fa rm  m a ga z in e s,  

c e r t a in  c u lt iv a t io n  a s p e c t s  can  be  g iv e n  a t th e  t im e  o f p r a c t ic e s  

I f  i t  i s  g iv e n  e a r l ie r ,  th e  r e t r i e v a l  m echan ism  o f fa rm e r  m ay f a i l  

and  th e  te c h n o lo g y  re m a in s  w ith o u t  a d o p t io n .

T h e  m agaz ine  'R u b b e r ' i s  h a v in g  h ig h e s t  c i r c u la t io n  am ong 

th e  fa rm  m a ga z in e s  in  K e r a la  and  h a s  been r e g u la r ly  p u b l i s h in g  s in c e  

1965. T h e  r e c e iv e r s  o f t h i s  m agaz in e  a re  h ig h ly  in n o v a t iv e  and  th e  

c ro p  i s  h i g h l y  re m u n e ra t iv e .  B y  and  la r g e ,  the  ra te  o f a d o p t io n  o f 

im p ro v e d  te c h n o lo g y  am ong th e  r u b b e r  g r o w e r s  i s  h ig h  f o r  o b v io u s  

re a so n s  and  in fo rm a t io n  s e e k in g  i s  a ls o  c o n s id e r a b ly  s t ro n g  Hence, 

th e  m agaz in e  'R u b b e r ',  w h ic h  c a te r s  to su c h  in fo rm a t io n  n e e d s, g e ts  

w id e  c i r c u la t io n  am ong th e  p o te n t ia l c l ie n t s ,  a s i t  h a s  becom e so  d e a r  

to  an a v e ra g e  r u b b e r  g ro w e r

Sta tem ent o f  th e  p ro b le m

In  a cent p e rce n t  l i t e r a t e  s o c ie t y ,  p r in te d  w o rd s  a re  o f g re a t  

s ig n i f ic a n c e  in  d e v e lo p m e n t com m un ica t ion  fo r  o b v io u s  r e a so n s  

N a t u r a l ly ,  in  a g r ic u lt u r a l  s e c t o r ,  th e  r o le  o f fa rm  m agaz in e s  in  

c a r r y in g  a d v a n c e d  te c h n o lo g y  to th e  fa rm e r s  and  o th e r  p o te n t ia l 

r e a d e r s  cannot be o v e r r u le d .  B ut no e m p ir ic a l  d ata  on u t i l iz a t io n  o f 

fa rm  m a ga z in e s  a re  a v a i la b le  f o r  m ak in g  a lt e ra t io n s  o f th e  m edium  

m  te rm s o f q u a n t it y  a s w e ll  a s  q u a l it y  T h e  ab se n ce  o f su c h  e v id e n c e  

l im it s  th e  s c o p e  fo r  a c r i t i c a l  d i s c u s s io n  on th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f  fa rm  

m agaz in e s  and  fo r  f i x i n g  n e c e s s a r y  y a r d s t i c k s  to im p ro v e  them . T h i s



i s  p a r t ic u la r l y  im p o r ta n t  m  an e ra  o f co m m u n ica t ion  r e v o lu t io n  w h e re in  

v a r io u s  m e d ia  com pete  w ith  each o th e r  m  c a r r y  in fo rm a t io n  m  the  

m ost e f f ic ie n t  w ay a lo n g  w ith  t h e i r  co m p le m e n ta ry  in t e r r e la t io n s h ip s  

A s  U N ESC O  (1 9 82 ) su g g e s te d

" A l l  s o r t s  o f te c h n o lo g ic a l  in n o v a t io n s  h a v e  accom pan ie d  
o r  h a d  t h e i r  r o o t s  m  th e  e x p lo s io n  o f m a ss  m ed ia, 
w h ic h  open ed  th e  d o o r s  to la r g e r  a u d ie n c e s ,  e xp a n d e d  
s o u r c e s  and  re s o u rc e s  f o r  in fo rm a t io n  and 
e n te rta in m e n t and  s u p p o r te d  im p o r ta n t  c u lt u r a l  and 
s o c ia l  c h a n ge s  W h ile  it  i s  o b v io u s  th a t  m a ss  m ed ia  
h a v e  w id e  s p r e a d  p o s it iv e  e f fe c t s ,  th e  phenom enon 
o f t h e i r  g ro w th  i s  o f su ch  im p o rta n c e  th a t  m uch m ore 
re s e a r c h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  fu n d am e n ta l r e s e a r c h  m
a l l  c o u n t r ie s  s h o u ld  p r o v id e  th e  f ra m e w o rk  fo r  fu tu re  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f com m un ica t ion  "

N e e d le s s  to s a y  th a t  a c le a r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  on how  fa r  the  

farm  m a ga z in e s  a re  b e in g  u t i l iz e d  and  th e  f a c t o r s  in f lu e n c in g  the

m agazine  u t i l iz a t io n  w ou ld  h a v e  e s s e n t ia l  to in i t ia t e  a d ia lo gu e  on

fu r th e r  im p ro v e m e n t  o f fa rm  m agaz ine  H e re , a r e s e a r c h  s tu d y  was

p lanned  to  a s s e s s  th e  e x te n t o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine  by  

i t s  s u b s c r ib e r s  and  i t s  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  se le c te d  p e r so n a l

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  w e ll  a s  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f m a jo r c o n s t ra in t s  m  

t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m e ssa ge  and  t h e i r  r e l a t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  m agazine  

u t i l iz a t io n ,  to  h a v e  a r e l ia b l e  in fo rm a t io n  on p re se n t  s ta tu s  o f the  

farm  m agaz ine  am ong i t s  s u b s c r ib e r s

O b je c t iv e s  o f th e  s tu d y

T h e  g e n e ra l o b je c t iv e  o f t h i s  s t u d y  w as to know  th e  e xten t 

of u t i l iz a t io n  o f  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  b y  i t s  s u b s c r ib e r s .  In  tha t l in e ,



th e  s t u d y  w as d e s ign e d  w ith  fo l lo w in g  s p e c i f i c  o b je c t iv e s

1. to m easu re  the  extent o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f the 'R u b b e r ' m agazine b y

i t s  s u b s c r ib e r s

2. to f in d  out the  in flu ence  of th e  se le c te d  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r is t ic s

o f  s u b s c r ib e r s  w ith  t h e ir  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine

3 to id e n t i f y  the  c o n st ra in t s  m  t r a n s fe r r in g  the  m essage th ro u g h

'R u b b e r ' m agazine at encod ing , t r a n s m is s io n  and decod in g  le v e ls ,  

and

4. to id e n t i f y  the  r e la t io n s h ip  betw een th e  c o n st ra in t s  in  t r a n s fe r r in g

th e  m e ssage  at encod ing, t r a n s m is s io n  and de cod in g  le v e ls  and the  

u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine

Sco p e  o f  th e  s tu d y

T h e  s tu d y  w as, p ro b a b ly ,  th e  f i r s t  o f i t s  k in d  to 

s y s t e m a t ic a l ly  a n a ly se s  the  le v e l o f u t il iz a t io n  of a farm  m agazine  

F u r th e r ,  i t  t r ie d  to m ake a re la t io n  a n a ly s i s  o f u t il iz a t io n  o f

'R u b b e r ' m agazine  w ith  se le c te d  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r is t ic s  o f the  

s u b c n b e r s  a s  w e ll a s  the  c o n s t ra in t s  in  t r a n s fe r r in g  the  m essage  at 

e n co d in g , t r a n sm is s io n  and de cod in g  le v e ls  In  a d d it io n  to th e se  

e f fo r t s ,  c o n t r ib u t io n s  o f d if fe re n t  c o n s t ra in t s  m  t r a n s fe r r in g  the  

m essage  in  th e  u t il iz a t io n  of the  m agazine  w ere a ls o  id e n t if ie d .  Though

th e re  i s  sc o p e  fo r  fu r th e r  s t a n d a rd is a t io n  o f the  m easurem ent

te ch n iq u e  u se d  fo r  the  m agazine  u t i l iz a t io n  in d e x ,  t h is  s tu d y  m ight

fo rm  a b a s i s  fo r  the s c ie n t if ic  e n q u ir ie s  In  the f ie ld  o f a g r ic u lt u ra l



jo u rn a l ism  and  in v o k e  p r a c t ic a l  t h o u g h t s  fo r  f u r t h e r  re finem ent of 

fa rm  m a g a z in e s  to s u i t  th e  r e a d e r s h ip  p r o f i le

L im it a t io n s  o f  th e  s tu d y

A n y  hum an e f fo r t ,  how  much e a rn e s t  i t  m ay be, i s  not d e v o id  

o f l im it a t io n s  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  s tu d y  w as a ls o  no e x c e p t io n  to  t h i s  

t r u th .  One o f th e  o b v io u s  l im it a t io n s  w a s th a t  o f th e  re so u rc e s  and 

tim e  a v a i l a b le  at th e  d i s p o s a l  o f the  r e s e a r c h e r ^  to  co n d uct a s tu d e n t 

r e s e a r c h  p ro je c t  o f t h i s  m agn itude  at th e  M a s t e r 's  d eg ree  le v e l  

R e s t r ic t io n  o f th e  sa m p le  s iz e  m ig h t a l s o  h a v e  becom e a l im it a t io n  

to m ake b e t te r  g e n e r a l is a t io n s  b a se d  on th e  f in d in g s

T h e  e x p o s t  fa c to  d e s ig n  u sed  m  t h i s  s t u d y  w a s  a l s o  in e v it a b le  

due to in h e re n t  p e c u l ia r i t ie s  o f the  r e s e a r c h  p ro b le m  To  some ex ten t, 

n a tu ra l b ia s e s  o f the  re sp o n d e n t s  m ig h t h a v e  c r o p p e d  m , even th ough  

u tm ost c a re  w a s  ta ken  to e lim in a te  su ch  e x t ra n e o u s  f a c t o r s

In  a d d it io n ,  t h i s  s t u d y  b e in g  a p io n e e r in g  e f f o r t  in  t h i s  l in e  

w ith  s e v e r a l  new v a r ia b le s  w ith  s t a n d a r d is e d  o r  a r b i t r a r y  m easurem ent 

d e v ic e s ,  th o u g h  h a v in g  ge n e ra te d  s e v e r a l  r e le v a n t  r e s u l t s ,  m ig h t  be 

in c o n c lu s iv e  in  d e r iv in g  f in a l  judgem ents

P re se n t a t io n  o f  th e  s tu d y

T h e  s tu d y  i s  p re se n te d  in  s i x  c h a p t e r s  T h e  f i r s t  c h a p te r  

d e a ls  w ith  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  c o v e r in g  th e  sta te m e n t o f the  p ro b le m ,



o b je c t iv e s ,  sc o p e  and l im it a t io n s  o f the  s tu d y .  T h e  re v ie w  of re la te d  

lite ra tu re  and a co n ce p tu a l fram ew ork  a re  g iv e n  in  the  second  ch ap te r 

T he  t h ir d  c h a p te r  c o n ta in s  the  m ethodo logy  o f the  conduct o f the  

s tu d y  T he  r e s u lt s  a re  p re se n te d  m  the  fo u rth  c h a p te r ,  w h ile  the 

d is c u s s io n s  on th e  f in d in g s  a re  made m  the  f i f t h  c h a p te r ,  fo llo w e d  

b y  the  sum m ary  in  th e  s i x t h



-j-heoreticad, Orientation



C H A P T E R  I I

T H E O R E T IC A L  O R IE N T A T IO N

K n o w le d g e  accum u la ted  th ro u g h  v a r io u s  e f f o r t s  m  th e  p a s t  fo rm s  

th e  b u i ld in g  b lo c k s  o f any  s c ie n t i f ic  i n q u i r y  R e v ie w  o f a l l  su c h  e f f o r t s ,  

e i t h e r  t h e o r e t ic a l  o r  e m p ir ic a l,  w ou ld  h e lp  to o u t l in e  th e  new p ro b le m

a re a  and  d e v e lo p  a co n ce p tu a l f ra m e w o rk  fo r  th e  s t u d y  H e re , an

attem pt i s  m ade  to  re v ie w  th e  a v a i la b le  l i t e r a t u r e ,  d i r e c t l y  o r  in d i r e c t l y  

re la te d  to th e  s t u d y  In  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  o b je c t iv e  o f th e  p re se n t  s t u d y ,  

the  r e v ie w  o f l i t e r a t u r e  i s  f u r n i s h e d  on th e  fo l lo w in g  l in e s .

1 C o ncep t and  im p o rta n ce  o f m agaz ine  u t i l iz a t io n

2 In f lu e n c e  o f p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f r e a d e r s  on m agaz ine  u t i l iz a t io n

3. In f lu e n c e  o f c o n s t r a in t s  m  t r a n s fe r  o f m e ssa ge  on m agaz in e  u t i l iz a t io n

2 1 C o n ce p t and  im p o rta n ce  o f m agaz ine  u t i l iz a t io n

T h e  s u c c e s s  o f p r in t  m edium  a s  a m eans f o r  th e  t r a n s fe r  o f

te c h n o lo g y  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  b a se d  on how  i t  i s  b e in g  u t i l iz e d .  In  t h i s

co n te x t ,  th e  c o n ce p t  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m edium  s h o u ld  be v ie w e d

m  a b ro a d  p e r s p e c t iv e  to  in c lu d e  th e  e x p o s u re  o f th e  a u d ie n ce  to  th e  

m edium , th e  m enta l s e t  o f th e  a u d ie n ce ,  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f th e  m e ssa ge  

and  f o l lo w - u p  T h e se  d im e n s io n s  a re  w e ll a p p l ic a b le  f o r  th e  p r in t ,

a s  i t  w o u ld  b e  m ore  d u r a b le  at th e  h a n d s  o f th e  r e c e iv e r s  B ut on

th e  s e a r c h  to  th e  t r e a s u re  of p a s t  s t u d ie s  on m ass  m e d ia  i t  w a s found  

th a t  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f a m edium  w as not c o n c e iv e d  in  th e se  l in e s  and



hence th e re  w as an in s u f f ic ie n c y  o f l i t e r a tu re  on u t il iz a t io n  o f p r in t  

m edium

F o r  th e  bette r u t il iz a t io n  o f th e  p r in t  m edium , the  re a d e r  

s h o u ld  op t to be tte r re a d in g  h a b it s  R e ad in g  p ro c e s s  i s  h ig h ly  c re a t iv e  

I t  i n v o lv e s  a l l  the  com p lica ted  m ental p ro c e s se s  a c t iv a te d  m  the  in te r 

p re ta t io n  of concep ts and m ean ings th a t a re  a ro u se d  by  re co gn it io n  of 

p r in te d  s y m b o ls .  T in k e r  and  M cC u llo u gh  (1962) d e f in ed  re a d in g  a s

'R e a d in g  in v o lv e d  th e  re c o g n it io n  o f p r in te d  
o r  w ritte n  s y m b o ls  w h ic h  s e r v e  a s s t im u li  
fo r  the  r e c a l l  o f m ean ings b u ilt  up th ro ugh  
pa st e x p e r ie n c e s ,  and  th e  c o n st ru c t io n  of 
new m ean ings, th ro u g h  m an ip u la t io n  o f concep ts 
a lre a d y  p o s se s se d  b y  th e  re a d e r  T he  r e s u lt 
in g  m ean ings a re  o rg a n is e d  in to  th ough t 
p ro c e s se s  a c c o rd in g  to th e  p u rp o se s  adop ted  
b y  the  re a d e r.  Such an o rg a n isa t io n  le a d s  
to m o d if ie d  though t a n d / o r b e h a v io u r ,  o r 
e ls e  le a d s  to  new b e h a v io u r  w m c h  ta ke s  
i t s  p la ce , e ith e r  m  p e r so n a l o r m  s o c ia l  
d e v e lo p m e n t '

T he  p u rp o se  o f re a d in g  any  m atter i s  to com prehend  i t  fo r  

fu r th e r  a c t io n s,  o r  th in k in g  on the  su b je c t  F o r be tte r  co m preh en sion , 

b e tte r re a d in g  s k i l l s  a re  re q u ire d  B e tte r re a d in g  s k i l l s  le a d  to the 

m axim um  u t i l iz a t io n  o f the  p r in te d  m atter.

In  the  ca se  o f m agazine, the  be tte r  re a d in g  s k i l l s  in v o lv e  it s

r e g u la r it y  o f re a d in g ,  p ro m p tn e ss  o f re a d in g ,  r e a d e r 's  p re fe re n ce s ,

s t y le  o f  re a d in g ,  w he th e r the  m atter i s  docum ented o r  not and  the 

fo l lo w -u p  a c t io n s  the  re a d e r  u n d e rta k e s  fo r  th e  be tte r  u t il iz a t io n  of 

the  m agazine



D e lb e r t 's  s tu d y  (1955) among W isc o n s in  fa rm e rs  re ve a le d  th a t 

a good m a jo r ity  o f the  re sp o n d e n ts  r e c e iv e d  a t le a s t  one farm  m agazine 

and a b o ve  h a lf  o f them  read  th r ic e  o r  m ore  re g u la r ly

W m kelm ann  (1963) re p o rte d  th a t  fa rm e r s  la c k e d  tim e to read

and m ost fa rm e r s  paged  th rough  a m agaz ine  q u ic k ly  and then went back  

and rea d  th o se  item s th a t lo o ked  e s p e c ia l ly  in te re s t in g

P e rum a l (1970) re p o rte d  th a t 46 25 p e r cent of fa rm e rs  became

aw are  o f th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f c e r t i f ie d  se e d  and advan tage  of h y b r id

m aize c u lt iv a t io n  th ro u g h  the  ne w sp ap e r

V e e ra b h a d ra ia h  and Sethu  Rao (1970 ) m  t h e ir  s tu d y  on exten t 

o f m ass m ed ia  u t i l i t y  in  r u ra l  com m un ity  found  th a t more than  h a lf

o f the  re sp o n d e n t  fa rm e rs  read  farm  in fo rm a t io n  r e g u la r ly

O l i v e r  (1971) found th a t a g r ic u lt u r a l  new s a r t ic le s  p u b l is h e d  

in  the  n e w sp a p e r  had  in flu enced  th e  fa rm e r s  in  e a r ly  stage s of a d o p t

ion  v i z  a w a re n e ss  and in te re s t  s tage  to  a g re a te r  extent

Z a la k i  (1973) in  h i s  s tu d y  on th e  a w a re n e ss,  u se  and re a d a b il it y  

o f a g r ic u lt u r a l  p u b lic a t io n  by fa rm e rs  in  B a n ga lo re  d is t r ic t ,  found  tha t

m a jo r ity  o f fa rm e r s  spen t h a lf  to two and a h a lf  h o u rs  pe r week in  

re a d in g  a g r ic u lt u r a l  p u b lic a t io n s  T he  s tu d y  a ls o  re v e a le d  that m a jo r ity

of fa rm e r s  p re se r v e d  a l l  o r  som e o f t h e i r  c o p ie s  o f a ll  a g r ic u lt u ra l  

p u b l ic a t io n s  fo r  fu tu re  use



Z e m e r  (1 9 7 7 ) ,  w h i le  s t u d y in g  th e  u se  and  c o m p re h e n s io n  o f 

n u t r it io n a l la b e l l in g ,  re p o r te d  th a t s h o p p e r s  re a d  th e  in fo rm a t io n  pane l 

on fo o d  p ro d u c t s

D u b e y  et al^. (1 977 ) m  t h e i r  s t u d y  on o p in io n  o f 'D a i r y  S a m a c h a r ' 

r e a d e r s  a b o u t  i t s  u t i l i t y  re v e a le d  th a t  a good  m a jo r it y  o f th e  re sp o n d e n t  

r e a d e r s  found  'D a i r y  S a m a c h a r ' a s  u se fu l

Som a su n d a ram  and  S in g h  (1978 ) re p o r te d  th a t  p r in t e d  m a te r ia l 

w as th e  m ost u se d  c h a n n e l fo r  g iv in g  in fo rm a t io n  b y  e x te n s io n  w o rk e r  

to  p a d d y  g r o w in g  s m a l l  f a rm e r s

Ja y a ra m  (1980 ) in  h i s  s tu d y  on th e  e v a lu a t io n  o f ' K n s h i  V ig n a n a ' 

a q u a r t e r ly  fa rm  jo u rn a l m  Kannada, h ig h l ig h t e d  th a t  th e  th re e  fe a tu re s  

n am e ly , 'F o r t h c o m in g  r e s e a r c h  f i n d in g s ' , ' H in ts  to f a r m e r s ' and  'Q u e s t io n s  

and a n s w e r s ' w h ic h  h a v e  d if fe re n t  p u rp o s e s  p ro v e d  u se fu l and  s e r v e d  

th e  p u rp o s e s  f o r  w h ic h  th e y  w ere  in te n d e d

K h a n d e k a r  and  M a th u r  (1980) u se d  v a r io u s  c r i t e r i a  su c h  a s 

s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  th e  con ten t, le n g th , u s e fu ln e s s ,  r e a d in g  ea se , t im e lin e s s  

etc  to a s s e s s  th e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f a fa rm  m agaz ine  M a jo r i t y  o f the  

r e a d e r s  p e r c e iv e d  th e  m agaz ine  a s  e f fe c t iv e .

D u ffy  and  K ab an ce  (1982) d e s c r ib e d  th e  u s a b i l i t y  o f th e  te x t  

m  te rm s  o f fo u r  d im e n s io n s  a c c e s s ,  a c c u ra c y ,  co m p le te n e ss  and c o m p re 

h e n s ib i l i t y .  T h e y  o p in e d  th a t  the  r e a d e r s  m ust be a b le  to lo c a te  the



re le va n t  in fo rm a t io n  w h ic h  m ust be a c c u ra te  and be d e s c r ib e d  in  d e ta i l,  

m atch ing  the  re q u irem en t and  know le dge  le v e l  o f the  re a d e rs .

Ra jen d ran  (1982) found  th a t m a jo r it y  o f the  re sp o n d e n ts  u t i l iz e d  

the  in fo rm a t io n  about th e  la te s t  recom m endation  from  n e w sp a p e r,  

in fo rm ation  about p la n t  p ro te c t io n  from  m agazine  and handou ts. He a lso  

op ined  th a t m a jo r ity  o f the  n e w sp a p e r  re a d e rs  t r a n s fe r r e d  the  

in fo rm ation  to o th e r s  w h e re a s  44 .33  and  3 2 .5  p e r cent of m agazine  and 

handout u t i l i s e r s  t r a n s fe r r e d  the  in fo rm a t io n  th ey  rea d .

Sh a rm a  (1983) found  out a l l  th e  fo u r  t y p e s  o f a r t ic le s  nam ely

'H in t s  to f a r m e r s ',  'Q u e s t io n s  and a n s w e r s ',  'S e r ie s  and 'o t h e r s ' w ere 

s u f f ic ie n t ly  c o ve re d  a s  re v e a le d  by  s u b s c r ib e r  fa rm e rs  w ere  h ig h ly

u se fu l and w ere  o c c a s s io n a l ly  re a d  by  them

R o se b e ry  (1985) su g ge ste d  th a t th e  re a d e r s  m ust be a b le  to 

a n a ly se ,  in te g ra te  and m ake in fe re n c e s  about the  in fo rm at io n  p re se n te d  

in  the te x t to be u t i l iz e d  to  the  m axim um  exten t

G i l l  and S a in i  (1986) in  t h e ir  s tu d y  on the  re a d in g  b e h a v io u r  

o f r u ra l  la d ie s  o f Pun jab  in d ic a te d  th a t m ore than  80 p e r cent o f the

re sp on d en t re ad  s i l e n t ly  w h i le  s it t in g  d u r in g  n ig h t  tim e

N an jappa  and G an apa th y  (1 9 86 ),  w h ile  s t u d y in g  the  n e w sp a p e r

re a d in g  h a b it  o f fa rm e r s  o f B a n ga lo re  d i s t r i c t ,  re v e a le d  th a t o n ly  a 

low  p e rcen tage  o f fa rm e r s  s u b s c r ib e d  to one n e w sp a p e r.  Am ong the



Jaya ram  (1980) in  h i s  s tu d y  on the e va lu a t io n  o f 'K n s h i  

V ig n a n a ',  a q u a r te r ly  fa rm  jo u rn a l m  Kannada re v e a le d  th a t younger 

m em bers o f the  com m unity ha ve  b en e fite d  m ore b y  re a d in g  K n s h i  

V ignana

N eh ru  (1980) re p o r te d  that age w as not s ig n i f ic a n t ly  re la te d  

to the  com m un ication  b e h a v io u r  o f l i s t e n e r s  o f farm  b ro a d c a st s

S in g h  (1981) p o in te d  out tha t m a jo r ity  o f the  re a d e rs  o f the
/

farm  m agazine, ' C h a n g ik h e t i ' w ere  young

Kau r (1 9 8 2 b ),  w h i le  s tu d y in g  th e  r e a d e r s ' re a c t io n s  to w a rd s  

p o u lt r y  a d v e rt ise m e n t  o p in e d  that age w as n e g a t iv e ly  and n o n s ig n if ic a n t ly  

re la te d  to the  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f a d v e rt ise m e n ts

N aga ra jan  (1982) found  th a t age o f the  re sp o n d e n ts  show ed  

a n o n s ig n if ic a n t  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  t h e ir  d eg ree  of p r in t  m ed ia  u t il iz a t io n

N an jappa  (1982) m  h i s  s tu d y  on the  content a n a ly s i s  o f a g r i 

c u ltu ra l  in fo rm a t io n  m  se le c te d  Kannada d a i l ie s  and  fa rm e rs  re a d in g  

h a b it s ,  p re fe re n ce s  and su g g e s t io n s  re v e a le d  th a t  m a jo r ity  o f the

fa rm e r re sp o n d e n ts  w ere  young and th e re  was no a s so c ia t io n  fo r  age 

w ith  t h e ir  re a d in g  h a b it

Rajan (1982) m  h i s  s tu d y  o f e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f com m unication

th ro u g h  farm  new s s e r v ic e  found th a t younge r fa rm e r s u b s c r ib e r s  were

not re a d in g  the  fa rm  co lum ns a s f re q u e n t ly  a s  the  o ld e r  fa rm e r 

s u b s c r ib e r s .



re a d e rs ,  a h ig h  percentage of re a d e rs  ne ve r s u b s c r ib e d  to any new s

p ap e r.  T he  data  show ed that m a jo r ity  of fa rm ers read  two new spape rs 

fo r  a g r ic u lt u ra l  in fo rm ation  A b ove  h a lf  o f the re spon den ts  read  a ll 

the  item s o f a g r ic u ltu ra l in fo rm ation, w h ile  a c o n s id e ra b le  num ber of 

re sp o n d e n ts  read  s p e c if ic  item s. F a rm e rs  were a ls o  h a v in g  the h ab it 

of re fe r r in g  to new spaper fo r  in fo rm ation  on a g r ic u ltu re .  In  re spe ct 

of r e g u la r it y  o f read in g , a p p ro x im a te ly  t w o - t h i r d  o f the fa rm ers often 

read  th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l item s

Channegow da and G angadharappa  (1987) re p o rte d  that a la rge  

pe rcentage  of l ite ra te  fa rm e rs  used  the  le a fle t  C o n s id e ra b le  number 

o f l it e ra te  fa rm e rs  and i l l i t e r a t e  fa rm e rs  had used  the le a fle t on ly

once. L a rg e  percentage of l ite ra te  fa rm e rs  than i l l i t e r a t e  fa rm e rs  had

p re se rv e d  the  le a f le ts.

Gupta et a l (1987) in  th e ir  s tu d y  on read in g  a b i l i t y  m  c h ild re n  

re la ted  to home background , po inted  out that p e rso n a l a ttr ib u te  and

academ ic perform ance encourag ing loud  re a d in g  at home and in troduction  

of new w o rd s  to c h ild re n  at home was seen p o s it iv e ly  in fluenc in g  the 

re a d in g  a b i l i t y  in  c h ild re n

S a in i  and B ed i (1990) found that the re sp on d en ts  depended 

on m agazine s and books fo r  getting in fo rm ation  on Yu Dal p ro je c ts  and 

o rg a n isa t io n a l m atters re la ted  to Yu Dal program m es The  re sponden ts 

made u se  o f d iffe re n t so u rce s  of in fo rm ation  fo r se e k in g  v a r io u s  typ e s 

of re a d in g  m a te r ia ls  They consu lted  the d iffe re n t ty p e s  of read in g



m a te r ia l l i k e  m a ga z in e s,  b o o k s ,  n e w sp a p e r  and  f o l k - l o r e  m  t h e ir  d e s c e n d 

in g  o r d e r  o f u se  r e s p e c t iv e ly

2 2 In f lu e n c e  o f p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f r e a d e r s  on m agazine  u t i l i 

z a t io n

A ge

S in g h  (1973 ) o b s e r v e d  p o s i t iv e  c o r r e la t io n  o f age of the  fa rm e r  

re sp o n d e n t s  w ith  p e r c e iv e d  u t i l i t y  o f fa rm  b r o a d c a s t s .

Z a la k i  (1 9 7 3 ) ,  w h i le  c o n d u c t in g  a  s t u d y  on th e  a w a re n e ss,  u se  

and  r e a d a b i l i t y  o f a g r ic u lt u r a l  p u b l ic a t io n s ,  found  th a t  age of th e  fa rm e r s  

w as not a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e  r e a d e r s h ip  o f  p u b l ic a t io n s

K h a n d e k a r  and  M a th u r  (1975 ) r e v e a le d  m  t h e i r  s tu d y  th a t  age 

w as n e g a t iv e ly  re la te d  to p e r c e iv e d  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f th e  m agazine  w h ic h  

w as a s s e s s e d  u s in g  th e  c r i t e r i a  su c h  a s  s u i t a b i l i t y  o f the  con ten t, 

le n g th ,  u s e f u ln e s s ,  re a d in g  ea se  and t im e l in e s s

S id d h a r a m a ia h  et al^ (1976 ) m  t h e i r  s t u d y  conducted  in  th e  

v i l l a g e s  o f K a rn a ta k a  found  th a t  58 33 p e r  cen t o f  n e w sp a p e r  s u b s c r ib e r s  

w ere  be low  th e  age o f 30 y e a r s ,  w h ic h  in d ic a t e d  th a t m ost of th e  n e w s

p a p e r  s u b s c r ib e r s  b e lo n ge d  to y o u n ge r  age  g ro u p

M une gow da  (1978 ) p o in te d  out th a t  t h e re  w a s no a s s o c ia t io n  

fo r  age w ith  r a d io  l i s t e n in g  h a b it  o f fa rm e r s  o w n in g  r a d io s  and  w ith  

re a d in g  o f th e  a g r ic u l t u r a l  m e ssage  o f th e  n e w sp a p e r  s u b s c r ib in g  fa rm e r s



B a la ch a n d ra n  (1 9 83 ),  w h ile  s t u d y in g  the  e ffe c t iv e n e ss  o f fa rm  

j o u rn a ls  m  d is se m in a t in g  a g r ic u lt u r a l  in fo rm a t io n  to fa rm e rs,  a s c e r ta in e d  

th a t age had  no s ig n if ic a n t  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  re a d in g  h a b it  o f both  

'K e r a la  K a r s h a k a n ' and 'K a lp a d h e n u ' r e a d e r s

Sh a rm a  (1983) re v e a le d  th a t th e re  w as no re la t io n  betw een 

r e a d e r s h ip  and age o f s u b s c r ib e r  fa rm e r s  o f 'K n s h i  V ig n a n a '

C h in d a n a n d a p p a  (1985) m  h i s  s t u d y  on the  m ass m edia  u t i l iz a t 

ion  b y  e x te n s io n  p e rso n n e l po in ted  out th a t th e re  was no s ig n i f ic a n t  

a s s o c ia t io n  between age and the  r e s p o n d e n t s ' d eg ree  o f m ass m ed ia  

u t i l i z a t io n .

S h e n e f  (1985) re p o r te d  th a t age w as found  to be n e g a t iv e ly  

and s ig n i f ic a n t ly  c o r re la te d  w ith  com m un ication  b e h a v io u r  o f non -con tac t 

fa rm e rs  un d e r t ra in in g  and v i s i t  s y s te m  of a g r ic u lt u ra l  e x te n s io n  m  

K e ra la

G i l l  and S a in i  (1986) w h i le  s t u d y in g  the  re a d in g  b e h a v io u r  

o f r u r a l  la d ie s  m  Punjab  re v e a le d  th a t  tw o - t h ir d  o f the  re sp o n d e n ts  

w ith  the  re a d in g  h a b it  be longed  to th e  age g rou p  below  25 y e a rs

Sub ram on iam  (1986) re p o r te d  th a t  age o f the  re sp o n d e n ts  w as 

n e g a t iv e ly  c o r re la te d  w ith  t h e ir  com m un ication  b e h a v io u r

Sah a  and T n k k a  (1989) m  t h e i r  s tu d y  on con ten ts and r e a d e r s ' 

c h a r a c t e r i s t ic s  o f In d ia n  F a rm e r s ' D ig e s t  re p o rte d  that m a jo r it y  of 

the  s u b s c r ib e r s  be longed  to m id d le  age  g ro u p



M a h a ja n  and  D h a l iw a l  (1990) in  t h e i r  s t u d y  on p e r c e iv e d  u t i l i t y  

and  l i s t e n in g  b e h a v io u r  o f fa rm  wom en to w a rd s  w o m e n 's  p rog ram m e  

b r o a d c a s t s  o f  A l l  In d ia  R a d io  o p in e d  th a t  th e re  w a s p o s i t iv e  c o r r e la t 

ion  o f  age  o f  th e  fa rm e r  w ith  p e r c e iv e d  u t i l i t y

In  th e  l i g h t  o f  a b o v e  a l l  r e v ie w s  age  w as c o n s id e re d  to  h a v e  

som e in f lu e n c e  on m agaz ine  u t i l iz a t io n  a n d  th u s  i t  w as ta ken  a s  an 

in d e p e n d e n t  v a r ia b l e  fo r  t h i s  s tu d y

E d u c a t io n

M i s h r a  (1969 ) re p o r te d  th a t  th e  u se  o f p u b l ic a t io n s  w as 

a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  le v e l  o f ed u ca t io n .

Z a la k i  (1 973 ) found  th a t th e re  w a s a s s o c ia t io n  betw een f a r m e r s ' 

r e a d e r s h ip  o f a g r ic u l t u r a l  p u b l ic a t io n s  and  t h e i r  e d u ca t io n

O l i v e r  ^ t  a K  (1 9 7 5 ),  m  t h e i r  s t u d y  on im p a c t  o f a g r ic u l t u r a l  

a r t ic le s  on th e  a d o p t io n  o f p a ck a g e  o f  p r a c t ic e s  o f r ic e ,  re v e a le d  that 

e d u c a t io n  h a d  not in f lu e n c e d  th e  fa rm e r s  m  re a d in g  a g r ic u l t u r a l  a r t ic le s  

m  n e w s p a p e r s

M une gow d a  (1978 ) found  th a t  th e re  w as s ig n i f i c a n t  a s s o c ia t io n  

f o r  e d u c a t io n  o f  fa rm e r s  w ith  t h e ir  r a d io  l i s t e n in g  h a b it  am ong fa rm e r s  

w ho  ow ned  r a d io s  and  w ith  re a d in g  o f  th e  a g r ic u l t u r a l  m essage  b y  the  

n e w sp a p e r  s u b s c r ib in g  fa rm e r s



Jaya ram  (1980) found  tha t th e  educated  fa rm e rs  h a ve  b en e fitted  

m ore b y  re a d in g  th e  'K n s h i  V ig n a n a ',  a q u a r te r ly  fa rm  jo u rn a l in  

Kannada

K a r ip p a i  (1981) po in ted  out th a t  e d u ca t io n a l s ta tu s  had  s i g n i f i 

cant a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  the  re sp o n d e n t s ' in fo rm at io n  so u rce  u t i l iz a t io n  

pattern

S in g h  (1981) m  h i s  s tu d y  re v e a le d  tha t m a jo r ity  o f the  r e a d e r s  

o f the fa rm  m agaz ine  w ere m a tr ic u la te s

Kau r (1982a) re p o r te d  th a t e d u ca t io n  o f the  re sp o n d e n ts  w ere  

p o s it iv e ly  and  n o n s ig m f ic a n t ly  re la te d  w ith  the  exten t o f u se  of 

in fo rm ation

Kau r (1982b ) in  h e r s tu d y  on content a n a ly s i s  and r e a d e r s '

re a c t io n s  to w a rd s  p o u lt ry  a d v e rt ise m e n ts  p o in te d  out th a t ed u ca t ion  

was p o s i t iv e ly  and s ig n i f ic a n t ly  re la te d  w ith  the  o v e r a l l  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  

o f se le c ted  a d v e r t is e m e n ts

N aga ra jan  (1982) re p o rte d  th a t  educa tion  o f re sp o n d e n ts  had

a p o s it iv e  and s ig n i f ic a n t  a s so c ia t io n  w ith  t h e ir  p r in t  m edia  u t i l iz a t io n

N an jappa  (1982) in  h i s  s tu d y  on the  content a n a ly s i s  o f a g r i 

c u ltu ra l in fo rm a t io n  in  se le c te d  Kannada  d a i l ie s  and f a r m e r 's  re a d in g  

h a b it s ,  p re fe re n c e s  and su g g e s t io n s  re v e a le d  th a t  m a jo r ity  o f the

fa rm e r re sp o n d e n t s  had  h ig h e r  e d u ca t io n  le v e l and th e re  w as no

re la t io n s h ip  fo r  t h e i r  edu ca tion  le v e l w ith  t h e ir  re a d in g  h a b it



R a jan  (1982 ) in  h i s  s t u d y  on e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f com m un ica tion  

th ro u g h  th e  fa rm  new s s e r v ic e s  o f K e r a la  A g r ic u l t u r a l  U n iv e r s i t y  o b s e r v e d  

th a t  e d u c a t io n  d id  not in f lu e n c e  th e  r e a d in g  o f a g r ic u l t u r a l  in fo rm a t io n  

b y  th e  fa rm e r  s u b s c r ib e r s .

B a la c h a n d ra n  (1 9 8 3 ),  m  h i s  s t u d y  on e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f fa rm

j o u r n a l s  in  d is se m in a t in g  a g r ic u l t u r a l  in fo rm a t io n  to  fa rm e r s  o f K e ra la ,  

p o in te d  out th a t  e d u ca t io n  had  s ig n i f i c a n t  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  re a d in g

h a b it

S h a rm a  (1983 ) re v e a le d  th a t  t h e re  w as no r e la t io n s h ip  betw een

th e  l e v e l  o f e d u ca t io n  and r e a d e r s h ip  o f  s u b s c r ib e r  fa rm e r s  o f ' K n s h i

V i g n a n a '.

S u b ra m o m a m ' s  s t u d y  (1986) sh o w e d  e d u ca t io n  w a s p o s i t i v e ly

a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  com m un ica tion  b e h a v io u r  o f t r ib a l  fa rm e r s

S a h a  and  T r i k k a  (1989 ) found  in  t h e i r  s t u d y  th a t  a g re a t

m a jo r it y  o f s u b s c r ib e r s  w ere  g ra d u a te  and  a b o ve

Im p o r ta n c e  o f e d u ca t io n  on th e  com m un ica t ion  b e h a v io u r  w as

c le a r  from  th e  a b o v e  c ite d  l i t e r a tu re ,  and  hence  t h i s  v a r ia b le  w as 

se le c te d  to  be  in c lu d e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y

F a rm in g  E x p e r ie n c e

Not m uch s t u d ie s  w e re  re p o r te d  d e p ic t in g  th e  re la t io n  o f fa rm in g  

e x p e r ie n c e  o f th e  fa rm e r  and h i s  p r in t  m e d ia  u t i l iz a t io n  o r



com m un ica t ion  b e h a v io u r  S t i l l ,  fa rm in g  e x p e r ie n c e  w as taken  fo r  s t u d y  

p u rp o se  a s s u m in g  th a t  th e re  m ig h t be  som e  in f lu e n c e  on u t i l iz a t io n  o f 

th e  m agazine

V e lu m an i (1988 ) re p o r te d  th a t  e x p e r ie n c e  in  cotton  c u lt iv a t io n  

sh o w e d  n e g a t iv e  and  s ig n i f ic a n t  r e la t io n  w ith  n o n - in s t it u t io n a l  in fo rm a t io n  

so u rc e  u t i l iz a t io n  f o r  cotton  p la n t  p ro te c t io n  te c h n o lo g y

S iz e  o f h o ld in g

A n d e r so n  and  R yan  (1943) r e v e a le d  m  t h e i r  s t u d y  of re a c t io n s  

and e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f e x te n t ion  le a f le t s  th a t  a m a jo r it y  o f la rg e  fa rm e r s  

than  s m a ll  f a rm e r s  r e c e iv e d  and  u sed  th e  p u b l ic a t io n s

O l i v e r  (1971 ) re v e a le d  th a t  th e  fa rm  s iz e  had  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  

in f lu e n c e d  th e  le a rn in g  a t t itu d e  o f th e  fa rm e r s  th ro u g h  re a d in g  o f 

a g r ic u lt u r a l  new s a r t ic le s  p u b l i s h e d  in  th e  d a i l y  'D in a m a m '

Z a la k i  (1 9 7 3 ),  w h i le  s t u d y in g  th e  a w a re n e s s ,  u se  and  r e a d a b i l i t y  

o f a g r ic u l t u r a l  p u b l ic a t io n s  b y  f a rm e r s ,  fo u n d  th a t  s iz e  o f h o ld in g  w as

not a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  r e a d e r s h ip  o f p u b l ic a t io n s

M une gow da  (1978 ) p o in te d  out s ig n i f i c a n t  a s s o c ia t io n  betw een

s iz e  o f fa rm  ow ned  b y  fa rm e r s  h a v in g  r a d io s  and  s u b s c r ib in g  to n e w s

p a p e r s  and  t h e i r  re a d in g  o f a g r ic u l t u r a l  m e ssa ge  in  n e w sp a p e r.  He a ls o  

o p in e d  th a t  th e re  w a s no a s s o c ia t io n  be tw een  th e  s i z e  o f fa rm  o f the

ra d io  o w n in g  and  n e w sp a p e r  s u b s c r ib in g  fa rm e r s  and  t h e i r  l i s t e n in g

o f r a d io  m e ssa g e s  and  re a d in g  n e w sp a p e r  m e ssa ge s



S in g h  (1981 ) re p o r te d  th a t  m a jo r it y  o f  th e  re a d e r s  o f 

' C h a n g ik h e t i ' m agaz ine  w e re  m edium  fa rm e r s

S h a rm a  (1983 ) p o in te d  out th a t  th e re  w as no re la t io n  betw een 

r e a d e r s h ip  and  fa rm  s i z e  o f  s u b s c r ib e r  fa rm e r s  o f 'K r i s h i  V ig n a n a '

S a h a  and  T n k k a  (1989 ) p o in te d  out th a t  m axim um  num ber of 

s u b s c r ib e r s  h a d  m edium  s i z e  o f h o ld in g  m  t h e i r  s t u d y  on con ten ts  and 

r e a d e r s ' c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  In d ia n  F a r m e r s ' D ig e s t

V a r io u s  l i t e r a t u r e  sh o w e d  a r e la t io n s h ip  o f s i z e  o f h o ld in g  

on re a d in g  b e h a v io u r  and  hence  the  s e le c t io n  o f th e  v a r ia b l e  w as made 

fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f t h i s  s t u d y

M a te r ia l  p o s s e s s io n

A n n a m a la i (1 979 ) re v e a le d  th a t  so c io -e c o n o m ic s  s ta tu s  of 

re sp o n d e n t s  sh o w e d  p o s i t i v e  and  s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io n  w ith  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  

o f  fa rm  in fo rm a t io n  s o u rc e

K a r ip p a i  (1981 ) foun d  th a t m a te r ia l p o s s e s s io n  o f fa rm e r s  had  

s ig n i f ic a n t  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  t h e i r  in fo rm a t io n  s o u rc e  u t i l iz a t io n  p a tte rn

Kareem  (1984 ) re p o r te d  th a t s o c io -e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s  w a s  p o s i t i v e l y  

and  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  re la te d  w ith  in t e rp e r s o n a l  com m un ica t ion  b e h a v io u r  

o f con tac t fa rm e r s  u n d e r  T r a in in g  and  V i s i t  s y s te m



M a t e r ia l  p o s s e s s io n  w as r e p o r t e d  to h a v e  som e r e la t io n s h ip  

w ith  u t i l i z a t io n  o f fa rm  in fo rm a t io n  in  th e  p a s t  s t u d ie s  and th u s  it  

w as a l s o  s e le c te d  a s  an in d e p e n d a n t  v a r ia b l e  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y

A n n u a l In co m e

L io n b e r g e r  (1951 ) in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  le v e l  o f incom e o f f a rm e r s  

m  fo u r  c o u n t ie s  o f M i s s o u r i  had  sam e  in f lu e n c e  m  u s in g  n e w sp a p e r s  

and  fa rm  j o u r n a ls  a s th e  m ost im p o rta n t  s o u r c e s  b y  them

A la m g e e r  (1970) r e p o r te d  th a t  in com e  le v e l s  o f fa rm e rs  sh o w e d  

v e r y  h ig h  p o s i t i v e  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  t h e i r  r a d io  l i s t e n in g  h a b it

O l i v e r  (1971 ) re v e a le d  th a t  th e  fa rm  in com e  o f re sp o n d e n t s  

h ad  not s ig n i f i c a n t l y  in f lu e n c e d  th e  r e a d in g  o f a g r ic u l t u r a l  news a r t i c le s  

p u b l i s h e d  m  n e w sp a p e r  'D in a m a m ' Bu t fa rm  incom e  w as found to h a v e  

s ig n i f i c a n t  in f lu e n c e  on th e  le a rn in g  o f  p a c k a g e  o f  p ra c t ic e s  o f new 

v a r ie t ie s  o f p a d d y  th ro u g h  a g r ic u lt u r a l  n e w s a r t ic le s

Ra jan  (1982 ) o b s e r v e d  th a t  a n n u a l in com e  had  not in f lu e n c e d  

th e  r e a d in g  o f a g r ic u l t u r a l  in fo rm a t io n  b y  the  fa rm e r  s u b s c r ib e r s

Som e o f th e  s t u d ie s  p o in te d  ou t th a t  th e  annual in com e  o f 

f a rm e r s  h a d  som e tre n d  m  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  u t i l iz a t io n  of in fo rm a t io n  

so u rc e  and  hence  i t  w as in c lu d e d  a s  an in d e p e n d a n t  v a r ia b le  in  t h is  

s tu d y  a l s o



S o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n

S in g h  (1981 ) in  h i s  s tu d y  on th e  con ten t a n a l y s i s  o f 'C h a n g ik h e t i ' 

p o in te d  out th a t  m a jo r it y  o f l i f e  m e m b e rs  o f th e  m agaz ine  h a d  low  

s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n .

N a n ja p p a  (1982) re v e a le d  th a t  m a jo r it y  o f fa rm e r s  re sp o n d e n t s  

h a d  lo w  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  and t h e re  w a s no a s s o c ia t io n  o f t h e ir

s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  w ith  t h e i r  re a d in g  h a b it

S h a rm a  (1983) re v e a le d  th a t  th e re  w as no r e la t io n s h ip  betw een

r e a d e r s h ip  and  o r g a n is a t io n a l p a r t ic ip a t io n  of s u b s c r ib e r  fa rm e r s  of 

'K r i s h i  V ig n a n a '

Su b ra m o n ia m  (1986) p o in te d  out th a t  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f

th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w as p o s i t iv e ly  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  t h e i r  com m un ication

b e h a v io u r

In  th e  r e v ie w s  o f p a s t  s t u d ie s  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  w as found  

to h a v e  c o n t r a d ic t o r y  r e la t io n s h ip s  w ith  re a d e r  b e h a v io u r ,  hence  t h is  

v a r ia b l e  w a s  a l s o  in c lu d e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y

C o sm o p o lit e n e s s

V i j a y a r a g h a v a n  and Sub ram on ia m  (1981 ) found  th a t f a r m e r s '

c o s m o p o l it e n e s s  had  s ig n i f ic a n t  and p o s i t i v e  c o r r e la t io n  w ith  in fo rm a t io n  

in p u t  and  o u tp u t,  and  th a t i t  had  s ig n i f i c a n t  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  in fo rm a t 

io n  p r o c e s s in g  b y  f a rm e r s .



Rajan  (1982 ) in  h i s  s t u d y  on e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f com m un ication  

th ro u g h  th e  fa rm  new s s e r v ic e  o f K e r a la  A g r i c u l t u r a l  U n iv e r s i t y ,  o b se rv e d  

th a t  fa rm e r  s u b s c r ib e r s  w ho  had  co n tac t w ith  u rb a n  ce n tre s  read  

a g r ic u l t u r a l  in fo rm a t io n  m ore  often th an  w ho  d id  not h a v e  con tact w ith  

u rb a n  ce n tre s

B a la c h a n d ra n  (1983 ) found  th a t  c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  h ad  s ig n i f ic a n t  

r e la t io n  w ith  re a d in g  h a b it  m  h i s  s t u d y  on e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f fa rm  jo u rn a ls  

in  d is s e m in a t in g  a g r ic u l t u r a l  in fo rm a t io n  to f a rm e r s  o f K e ra la

S id d a ra m a ia h  and  Rajanna  (1984 ) found  th a t  fa rm e r s  w ith  h ig h  

c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  h ad  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  h ig h e r  g a in  on kn o w le d ge  about 

a g r ic u l t u r a l  a s p e c t s

S h e r ie f  (1985) re p o r te d  a p o s i t i v e  and  s ig n i f ic a n t  c o r re la t io n  

betw een c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  and  com m un ica t ion  b e h a v io u r  o f no n -con tac t 

f a rm e r s  u n d e r  T r a in in g  and  V i s i t  s y s te m

Su b ram on ia m  (1986 ) a ls o  id e n t i f ie d  a p o s i t i v e  a s s o c ia t io n  of 

c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  o f fa rm e r  re sp o n d e n t s  w ith  t h e i r  com m un ica t ion  b e h a v io u r

F ro m  th e  a b o v e  l i t e r a t u r e  c o s m o p o lit e n e s s  w as found  to h a v e  

som e in f lu e n c e s  on th e  com m un ica t ion  b e h a v io u r  T h u s  t h is  v a r ia b le  

w a s in c lu d e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .



In n o v a t iv e n e s s

S in g h  (1981) in  h i s  s t u d y  on th e  content a n a l y s i s  of

'C h a n g i k h e t i ' fa rm  m agaz ine  p o in te d  out th a t  m a jo r it y  o f l i f e  m em bers 

o f th e  m agaz in e  had  a m edium  le v e l  o f in n o v a t iv e  p ro n e n e ss .

Sub ram on ia m  (1986) re p o r te d  th a t  in n o v a t iv e  p ro n e n e ss  w as

p o s i t i v e l y  c o r re la te d  w ith  co m m un ica t ion  b e h a v io u r  o f re sp o n d e n t s .

V e lu m an i (1988) p o in te d  out t h a t  in n o v a t iv e n e s s  w a s p o s i t i v e l y

and  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  re la te d  to  in fo rm a t io n  s o u rc e  u t i l iz a t io n  and a ls o  i n s t i t 

u t io n a l s o u r c e  u t i l iz a t io n  b y  cotton  g r o w e r s .

In n o v a t iv e n e s s  w as in c lu d e d  m  t h i s  s t u d y  b a se d  on th e  p o s s ib le  

in f lu e n c e  a s  an in d e p e n d a n t  v a r ia b l e  a s  e v id e n c e d  m  th e  a b o ve  l i t e r a t u r e

M anagem ent o r ie n ta t io n

B h a s k a r a n  (1979 ) foun d  s ig n i f i c a n t  a s s o c ia t io n  betw een m anage

m ent o r ie n t a t io n  and in t e rp e r s o n a l  com m un ica t ion  b e h a v io u r  e f f ic ie n c y

o f  f a rm e r s .

T h e  s t u d y  o f Kareem  (1984 ) a l s o  re v e a le d  th a t  m anagem ent

o r ie n t a t io n  w as p o s i t i v e l y  and  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  re la te d  to in t e rp e r s o n a l

c o m m u n ica t ion  b e h a v io u r  e f f ic ie n c y  o f fa rm e r s



In  th e  l ig h t  o f the  ab ove  s tu d ie s ,  i t  w as d e c id e d  to in c lu d e  

management o r ie n ta t io n  a ls o  a s an ind ep end an t v a r ia b le  in  t h is  s tu d y

L e v e l o f k now le d ge

O l iv e r  et^ al^ (1975) re v e a le d  that th e re  w as an in flu ence  of 

a g r ic u lt u ra l  a r t ic le s  in  the  form  of re in fo rcem en t o f know le dge  on r ic e  

fa rm e rs

The  s tu d y  of Dubey et_ cd (1977) on th e  u t i l i t y  o f 'D a i r y  

S a m a c h a r ' in d ic a te d  th a t le s s  than  h a lf  o f the  re sp o n d e n ts  ga ined  

know le dge  from  the  use  of the  farm  m agazine

Jaya ra m  (1980) o p in e d  th a t  th e  'K r i s h i  V ig n a n a ' h a s  

c o n tr ib u te d  to in c re a se d  know le dge  of the  s p e c i f ic  contents in c lu d e d

9

in  the  jo u rn a l and a lso  p rom oted  fa v o u ra b le  o p in io n  to w a rd s  a g r ic u ltu ra l 

sc ience

B a la c h a n d ra n  (1983) in  h i s  s tu d y  on e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f farm  

jo u rn a ls  in  d is se m in a t in g  a g r ic u lt u ra l  in fo rm a t io n  re v e a le d  th a t the  

know ledge  le v e l  of s u b s c r ib e r s  w ere  found to be h ig h e r  than th a t of 

the  n o n - s u b s c r ib e r s

K ie r a s  (1983) found that the  am ount o f p r i o r  know ledge  was 

a s ig n if ic a n t  p r e d ic t o r  o f the  re a d in g  tim e fo r  the  sentence



G i l l  and  S a in i  (1 986 ) w h i le  s t u d y in g  th e  re a d in g  b e h a v io u r

o f r u r a l  la d ie s  m  Pu n jab  re v e a le d  th a t  m ost o f th e  re sp o n d e n t s  (90 

p e r  cen t) g a in e d  kn o w le d ge  b y  re a d in g

2 .3  In f lu e n c e  o f c o n s t r a in t s  m  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f m essage  on m agaz ine

u t i l iz a t io n

2 .3  1 C o n s t r a in t s  m  th e  e n co d in g  le v e l  

Im p r o p e r  s e le c t io n  o f m e ssa ge

P a t te r so n  (1946 ) p o in te d  out th a t  th e  co n te n ts  o f the  m agaz ine

m ust be  t im e ly  w hen th e y  a re  p u b l i s h e d .

Kam ath  (1969) s t r e s s e d  th e  need  to o ve rco m e  th e  m essage  c o n s t 

r a in t s  f o r  e a s y  a cce p tan ce  o f th e  m e ssa ge  w h i le  w r it in g  fo r  fa rm

f a m i l ie s  He in d ic a t e d  th e  la c k  o f t im e l in e s s  and  re le v a n c e  a s  som e 

o f th e  m e ssa ge  c o n s t r a in t s

O l i v e r  (1971) s ta te d  th a t th e  t im e l in e s s ,  c o v e ra g e  o f su b je c t  

m a tte r, p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  r e a d a b i l i t y ,  a c c u ra c y  and te rm in o lo g y  o f th e  a g r i 

c u lt u r a l  new s a r t ic le s  w e re  found  to be  h i g h l y  s a t i s f y in g  th e  fa rm e r s

D u b e y  et_ a K  (1977) found  th a t  w ith  re g a rd  to th e  need 

in fo rm a t io n  d e s i r e d  b y  th e  s u b s c r ib e r s ,  n e a r ly  h a l f  o f th e  re sp o n d e n t s  

f e l t  th a t  th e  in fo rm a t io n  co n ta in e d  in  'D a i r y  S a m a c h a r ' w as a c c o rd in g  

to  t h e i r  n e e d s



G a ja p a th y  et^ a^  (1977 ) in  t h e i r  con ten t a n a ly s i s  o f 'D in a m a m ' 

and  ' M a la im a r a s u ' (T a m il D a i l ie s )  fo u n d  th a t  m ore  than  t h r e e - f o u r t h  

o f a g r ic u l t u r a l  new s p u b l i s h e d  b y  th e se  two p a p e r s  w ere  of im p o r ta n c e

to th e  e n t ire  s ta te  w ith o u t  any  s p e c i f i c i t y  to a p a r t ic u la r  d i s t r i c t .

J a y a ra m  (1980) p o in te d  out th a t  th e  c o v e ra g e  o f c ro p  p ro d u c t io n  

and  a n im a l h u s b a n d r y  w e re  r e l a t i v e l y  m ore  th a n  th e  o th e r  a r e a s  o f 

a g r ic u l t u r a l  s c ie n c e s  su c h  a s  h o r t ic u l t u r e ,  f i s h e r i e s ,  s e r ic u l t u r e  etc

N e h ile y  and  W illia m  (1980) r e p o r te d  th a t  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f p r in t e d

m a te r ia l s  de p e n d e n d  on a v a r ie t y  o f f a c t o r s  in c lu d in g  am ount and  t y p e

o f in fo rm a t io n  p re se n te d

K a u r  and  M a th u r  (1981 ) p o in te d  out th a t  th e  content o f fa rm  

m agaz ine  w a s b y  f a r  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  d e te rm in a n t  o f i t s  s u c c e s s  and 

o n ly  an a t t r a c t iv e  c o v e r  p age  and fo rm a t  w ou ld  not h e lp  i f  th e  con ten t 

w as not t im e ly ,  need b a se d  and  lo c a l l y  r e le v a n t

S in g h  (1981) re v e a le d  th a t  m a jo r it y  o f th e  re sp o n d e n t s  f e l t  

th e  'C h a n g i  K h e t i ' m agaz ine  w as f u l l y  p r a c t ic a b le ,  u se fu l,  t im e ly  and  

a lw a y s  re le v a n t

D u ffy  and  Kabance  (1982 ) o p in e d  th a t  th e  re a d e r s  m ust be  a b le  

to  lo c a te  th e  re le v a n t  in fo rm a t io n  m ust be  a c c u ra te  and be d e s c r ib e d

in  d e t a i l  m a tc h in g  the  re q u ire m e n t  and  k n o w le d g e  le v e l  o f the  r e a d e r s



Nanjappa (1982) po inted  out th a t m ajority  o f the  fa rm e rs  were

h a v in g  op in io n  that the  a g r ic u ltu ra l in fo rm ation  p u b lish e d  a re  accurate, 

t im e ly  and p ra c t ic a l

Rajendran  (1982) found that m ajor ity  o f the  re spondents 

su b s c r ib e d  fo r  the new spape r and m agazines because of the  rea son  that 

they p u b lish e d  la te st  recom m endations and need ba sed  item s He a lso  

po inted  out th a t m a jo r ity  of the re spon den ts  e x p re s se d  that the p u b lish e d  

in fo rm ation  w ere a lm ost t im e ly .

Sha rm a  (1983) found out tha t m ajor ity  o f the s u b s c r ib e r

fa rm e rs  were of the o p in ion  that the in fo rm ation  p re sen ted  in  'K r i s h i

V ign a n a ' was h ig h ly  p ra c t ic a b le

Jo n d ha ra  et al_ (1989) m  th e ir  s tu d y  on the  content a n a ly s is

of the  a r t ic le s  p u b lish e d  in  'S h e t k a n ' and 'S h e t ib h a t i ' po inted  out

that th e re  w as adequate sub je ct m atter cove rage  and the  in form ation

p u b lish e d  w ere t im e ly ,  p ra c t ic a l and accurate  in  both the  m agazines

Fa cu lty  p e rcep tion  o f aud ience p ro f i le  by the  au tho r as p e rce ive d  by 

the  re a d e r

Pa tte rson  (1946) in  he r d is c u s s io n  on the d iffe re n t  p a r t s  in

an a r t ic le  op ined  that i f  the reade r cannot see  at a g lance  the re la tion

of the p a rt s ,  he cannot read  r a p id ly  and then he w i l l  lo se  in te re st



S e r r a  (1 9 5 3 ),  w h i le  s t u d y in g  concep t le a rn in g  and v e rb a l

re p re se n ta t io n s  b y  s c h o o l  c h i ld r e n ,  s ta te d  th a t  f a i lu r e  o f a c h i l d  to

a c q u ir e  c o n c e p ts  th ro u g h  re a d in g  m ig h t  a r i s e  o f p o o r  c h o ic e  o f e x p r e s s io n  

b y  the  a u th o r  ra t h e r  th an  from  th e  w e a k n e ss  o f th e  c h i ld

W inke lm ann  (1963 ) r e p o r te d  th a t  th e re  w a s a g e n e ra l fe e lin g

am ong th e  fa rm e r s  th a t  th e  fa rm  p u b l ic a t io n s  f a v o u re d  th e  la r g e  fa rm e r s

D e fe c t iv e  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f m e ssa ge  u n it s

P a t te r so n  (1946 ) o p in e d  th a t  th e  c o n n e c t iv e  id e a  betw een 

p a r a g r a p h s  s h o u ld  be m  th e  f i r s t  sen ten ce  o f each  p a ra g ra p h  so  a s

to m ake a sm ooth  t r a n s i t io n

M o o re  (1965) s t r e s s e d  th a t  r e a d e r s  u n d e rs to o d  b e tte r w hen 

th e  m essage  w as c o n v e y e d  in  lo g ic a l  o r d e r

Kam ath (1969 ) p o in te d  out th a t  w h i le  com m un ica t in g  a m e ssa ge

i t  w as b e tte r  to f i x  th e  b o u n d a ry  l in e s  o f th e  p a r t ic u la r  m e ssage  so  

th a t  one can con ce n tra te  on th a t  m e ssa ge  and com m un icate  be tte r

D u ffy  and K aban ce  (1982 ) r e v e a le d  th a t  e ve n  i f  the  in fo rm a t io n  

w as co m p le te  i t  m ig h t not be  u se d  i f  it  w as w r it t e n  m  a c o n v o lu te d

m anner and  s u p p o r te d  b y  in a d e q u a te  g r a p h ic s

S p y n d a k i s  (1986 ) foun d  th a t  th e  h e a d in g  and  p r e v ie w s  in  an 

a r t ic le  h e lp e d  th e  r e a d e r s  to  d e s ig n  th e  s u p e r  o rd in a te  le v e l  in  the



h ie r a r c h ia l  fram e  w o rk  o f the  m em ory and lo g ic a l  connective s h e lp ed  

the  r e a d e r s  to f i l l  m  the  low er le v e l s ,  f a c i l i t a t in g  the acceptance

of in co m in g  in fo rm a t io n

C o n fu s in g  s t y le  o f w r it in g

P a t te r so n  (1946) po in ted  out th a t  s h o r t  p a ra g ra p h s  h e lp ed  fo r  

v a r ie t y  and e a sy  r a p id  re a d in g  T h e  p rom inan t d is p la y  o f the

p a ra g ra p h  to p ic  a id s  in  c a tch in g  and h o ld in g  r e a d e r 's  in te re s t  E m p h a s is

m ay be  b a se d  on b r e v i t y  S h o r t  sen ten ce s a re  e a s i ly  g ra sp e d  and more 

e m p h a t ic  th an  long  sentences She  w a s  o f the  o p in io n  th a t v a r ie t y  m  

sen tence  le n g th  was n e c e s sa ry  to p re v e n t  m onotony One sh o u ld  ch oo se  

w o rd s  th a t a re  f a m il ia r  to the  re a d e r  fo r  whom he i s  w r it in g  Sh e  

a rg u e d  f o r  th e  need of v i v i d  d e s c r ip t io n s  e n liv e n in g  d r y  fa c ts  w ith  

human in te re s t  in c id e n ts ,  re la t in g  fa c t s  to the  o b je c t s  w ith  w h ich  the 

re a d e r  to v i s u a l i s e  the  m essage

Fox  (1952) e m p h a size d  the  need  fo r  s t ro n g ,  s im p le  language,

w ith o u t  much te c h n ic a l ja rg o n s,  and c la r i t y  to common man fo r  m aking 

s t o r y  u n d e rs ta n d a b le

B e r io  (1960) v iew e d  the  l in g u i s t ic  f a c i l i t y  o f a com m unication 

so u rc e  and i t s  c o m p a t ib i l i t y  as an im p o rta n t  fa c to r  in  com m unication 

p ro c e s s  to h ig h  f id e l i t y



M o o re  (1 9 65 ) re p o r te d  th a t  p a r a g r a p h s  e n a b le  th e  w r i t e r  and  

re a d e r  to  re a d  w ith  an id e a  m  s t a g e s  E a c h  p a ra g ra p h  sh o u ld  co n ta in

to p ic  se n te n ce , w ith  one ce n tre  id e a  e x p l i c i t l y  e x p r e s s e d  T h e  le n g th

o f sen tence  s h o u ld  be long  enough to  d e v e lo p  th e  to p ic  sen ten ce  id e a  

co m p le te ly  and  c le a r ly

M o r r i s  (1965 ) w h i le  e x p la in in g  th e  p r e - r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  te x t

e f f ic ie n c y  p o in te d  out th a t  s t y le  o f w r i t in g  w as to be  taken  c a re  o f 

at the  p ro d u c t io n  w h ic h  m igh t in f lu e n c e  th e  r e a d e r s

Kam ath  (1969 ) o p in e d  th a t  th e  id e a  s h o u ld  be p re se n te d  in

s im p le  s t y le ,  c le a r ,  b r ie f ,  s p e c i f i c ,  h a v e  a d i r e c t  a p p ro a c h  to  th e  

re a d e r,  s h o u ld  g iv e  a cc u ra te  in fo rm a t io n ,  s h o u ld  be  c o n v in c in g  w ith  

human e le m e n ts  and  s h o u ld  a v o id  e x a g g e r a t io n  He a ls o  su g g e s te d  to 

a v o id  w r i t in g  v e r y  lo n g  sen ten ce s

G a n a p a th y  (1 9 7 1 ),  w h i le  w r it in g  f o r  low  le v e l  l i t e r a t e s ,  o p in e d  

th a t s h o r t ,  s im p le ,  f a m i l ia r  and  u n d e r s t a n d a b le  w o rd s  sh o u ld  be  u se d  

and  t e c h n ic a l  w o rd s  a v o id e d  I f  i t  i s  v e r y  n e c e s s a r y  to u se  a new 

w o rd , in t r o d u c e  i t  w ith  an e x p la n a t io n  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e

So m asu n d a ram  and Jagana than  (1 9 7 4 )  foun d  m  a re se a rc h  s t u d y  

on 'R e a d a b i l i t y  m  n e w s le t t e r ',  th a t  p e r s o n a l  w o rd s  and p e r s o n a l  

sen ten ce s u se d  a d e q u a te ly  ad d e d  'H u m a n  in t e r e s t ' To  in c re a se  'h u m a n  

i n t e r e s t ' and  'r e a d in g  e a s e ' th e y  s u g g e s te d  th e  f o l lo w in g



1 Se n te n ce s  m ust be s o  c o n st ru c te d  th a t  th e y  c o n ta in  a s  f a r  a s p o s s ib le  

le s s  num ber o f w o rd s

2 Se n te n ce s  m ust be  so  c o n st ru c te d  th a t  th e y  co n ta in  p e r so n a l w o rd s  

and  se n te n ce s  w h ic h  m ake f a r m e r s ' r e a d in g  m ore  in te re s t in g

I s a k s o n  (1979 ) w h i le  c o n d u c t in g  s t u d y  m  c o g n it iv e  p r o c e s s in g

in  sen ten ce  c o m p re h e n s io n  o p in e d  t h a t  th e  p ro d u c t  o f the  m ean in g fu l 

p r o c e s s in g  o f a sen ten ce  i s  a c o g n it iv e  s t r u c t u r e  T h e  sentence  p r o c e s s 

in g  i s  som ehow  re g u la te d  b y  the  id e n t i f ic a t io n  and  c o n st ru c t io n  o f the

p r o p o s i t io n  w h ic h  u n d e r l in e s  a  p a r t ic u la r  sen ten ce

B r it t o n  et al^ (1982 ) in  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  on w r it in g  and r e v i s i n g

p e r s u a s iv e  docum ents re v e a le d  th a t  m  o r d e r  to p ro d u c e  a p e r s u a s iv e  

docum ent, w r i t e r s  m ust se q u e n ce  t h e i r  a rgum en t, p la c e  them  in to  se n te n ce s  

and  c o m p ly  w ith  r u le s  o f sen ten ce  m e c h a n ic s .  T h e y  a ls o  found  th a t 

b y  e d it in g  out i r r e le v a n t  content and  u s in g  fe w e r w o rd s  to com m unicate  

t h e i r  a rg u m e n ts ,  w r i t e r s  can c o n se r v e  b o th  te x t  sp a c e  and r e a d e r s ' 

t im e.

N a n ja p p a  (1982) in  h i s  s t u d y  on th e  con ten t a n a ly s i s  o f a g r ic u l t 

u r a l  in fo rm a t io n  m  se le c te d  Kannada  d a i l i e s  p o in te d  out th a t m a jo r it y  

o f  fa rm e r s  w ere  o f the  o p in io n  th a t  th e  a g r ic u l t u r a l  in fo rm a t io n  

p u b l i s h e d  a re  in  s u f f ic ie n t  quantum

S h a rm a  (1983 ) re v e a le d  th a t  m a jo r it y  o f  s u b s c r ib e r  fa rm e r s

h a d  o p in e d  th a t  th e  su b je c t  m atte r con ten t m  'K r i s h i  V ig n a n a ' w as 

h i g h l y  d e s c r ip t i v e



J o n d h a ra  et al^ (1989) found  th a t th e re  was c la r i t y  m  

te rm in o lo g y  u se d  in  both  'S h e t i k a n '  and  'S h e t ib h a t i ' m agazines.

In a p p ro p r ia t e  t i t le  o f the  m essage

G a r s t  and B e rn ste in  (1968) re p o r te d  th a t h e a d lin e  s h o u ld  be

s p e c if ic  w ith  few  w o rd s  to g iv e  a h a n d y  con d en sa t io n  o f a new s s t o r y  

H e ad lin e  s h o u ld  con ta in  m ain h i g h l i g h t s  o f the  s t o r y .

G an ap a th y  (1971) o p in e d  th a t  b o ld ,  s im p le  and c le a r ly  w o rd e d

su b h e a d s  s h o u ld  be used  w h e re v e r  n e c e s sa ry  w h ile  w r it in g  fo r  low  

le v e l l i t e r a t e s .

K a u r (1982 b) re p o rte d  th a t  m a jo r it y  o f th e  re sp o n d e n ts  o p in e d  

co lo u r s h o u ld  be u sed  in  the  h e a d lin e  to m ake it  a t t ra c t iv e

B a la c h a n d ra n  (1983) re v e a le d  th a t  the  s u b s c r ib e r s  p re fe r re d  

medium and  la rg e  s iz e d  le t te r  f o r  h e a d in g s  and a l l  agreed  th a t  the

h e a d in g s  w e re  a p p ro p r ia t e  to th e  a r t ic le s .

H a r t le y  and Truem an (1985) found  th a t h e ad in g s  f a c i l i t a t e d  

se a rc h in g  a te x t fo r  a n sw e r^ s  to q u e s t io n s .  I t  w as c e r ta in ly  c o n c e iv a b le  

that e ven  re a d e r s  w ith  low  p r e - e x is t in g  know le dge  w ould  b e n e fit  from

the in c lu s io n  o f h e a d in g s  in  p e r fo rm in g  su c h  a se a rc h  ta sk  in  w h ich  

the  need to r e ly  on p r io r  kn o w le d ge  w ou ld  be m in im ise d



Wessom (1989) m  h i s  s tu d y  on he ad line  length  as a facto r 

in  m agazine adve rt ise m e n t r e a d e r sh ip  found no s ig n if ic a n t  v a r ia t io n  

in  h e ad line  re a d e r sh ip  w ith in  any of the head line  length  g ro u p in g s

W ilh ite  (1989) show ed  that h e ad in g s  used h ig h l ig h t e d  the mam 

to p ic  o f the  fo llo w in g  p a ssa ge  segm ents and th u s m ight have  se rv e d  

to em ph a size  d if fe re n t ly  the  h ig h e r  le v e l in fo rm ation  m  the passage  

se gm e n ts.

2 3 .2  C o n stra in t s  m  the  t ra n sm is s io n  le v e l 

U ntim ely  reach  to the  aud ience

M o r r i s  (1966) w h ile  e x p la in in g  the p r e - r e q u is it e s  fo r  text 

e ff ic ie n cy  po inted  out tha t tim e ly  reach  of the m essage w h ich  m ight 

in fluence  the  re a d e rs ,  was to be taken ca re  o f at the  tra n sm iss io n  

stage

Lack  of c la r it y  m  p r in t in g

T in k e r  (1965) w h ile  enum erating the  fundam ental a sp e c ts  of 

re a d in g  po in ted  out that le g ib le  p r in t in g  i s  n e ce ssa ry  fo r  r a p id  and 

e a sy  re a d in g  The  e d ito r ,  p u b l is h e r  and p r in te r  h ave  to take adequate 

ca re  to u se  le g ib le  t y p o g ra p h ic a l arrangem ents fo r p r in t in g .

A c c o rd in g  to Ganapathy (1971) the column w id th  sh o u ld  be 

su ch  tha t i t  sh o u ld  not s t ra in  eye s, the  norm al w id th  m ight be 40-45



le t te r s  T h e  le t t e r s  m ust not be  too s m a ll  o r  too b ig  A n y  s iz e  betw een 

12 to 16 p o in t s  w o u ld  be s u i t a b le  f o r  lo w  le v e l  l i t e r a t e s  S u f f ic ie n t

sp a c e  s h o u ld  be  le f t  be tw een  th e  l in e s  O c c a s io n a l w h ite  sp a c e  s h o u ld

be in t ro d u c e d  to  h e lp  a s  b r e a k s

Ja y a ra m  (1980 ) o p in e d  th a t  th e  re sp o n d e n t s  w e re  s a t i s f ie d  w ith  

th e  s iz e  o f t y p e  u se d  in  p r in t in g  o f 'K r i s h i  V ig n a n a '

R e g a rd in g  th e  le t te r  s iz e  o f th e  te x t ,  B a la c h a n d ra n  (1983 ) 

re p o r te d  th a t  m a jo r it y  o f s u b s c r ib e r s  o f b o th  'K e r a la  K a r s h a k a n ' and 

'K a lp a d h e n u ' p r e fe r r e d  m edium  s iz e d  le t t e r s

S a m u e ls  (1983) on d i s c u s s io n  o f f a c t o r s  in f lu e n c in g  the  re a d in g  

p ro c e s s ,  e m p h a s iz e d  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f s iz e ,  s t y l e  and  l e g ib i l i t y  o f

p r in t  on r e a d in g  sp e e d

In a d e q a u a te  u se  o f i l l u s t r a t io n s

H e lb e r t  (1953 ) foun d  th a t  p i c t o r i a l  i l l u s t r a t io n s  in c re a se d  th e  

le a rn in g  fro m  v e rb a l  m a te r ia l

Rao and  K h e rd e  (1968 ) in  t h e i r  s t u d y  foun d  out th a t  good  and

c o lo u r fu l i l l u s t r a t io n s  h ad  a p le a s in g  e ffe c t on th e  fa rm e r s  and  it

in c re a se d  th e  c u r io s i t y  and  in t e r e s t  in  re a d in g .

G a n a p a th y  (1971 ) e m p h a s is e d  th e  need f o r  u se  o f c o lo u r  to

a t t ra c t  th e  a tte n tio n  to  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  and  s t r e s s  s p e c i f i c  p o in t s  in



th e  p u b lic a t io n  He a ls o  s t r e s s e d  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f u s in g  im p re s s iv e  

i l l u s t r a t io n s  w h ile  w r it in g  fo r  low  le v e l  l it e r a te s

Ja ya ra m  (1980) po in ted  out th a t the  re sp o n d e n ts  made v a lu a b le  

su g g e s t io n s  fo r  im p rovem ent su ch  a s  in c lu s io n  of p ic tu re  d e p ic t in g  re a l 

fa rm  s it u a t io n s  and d ia g ram m atic  re p re se n ta t io n s  of id e a s

B a la ch a n d ra n  (1983) re p o r te d  th a t  p ic tu re s  were found re le v a n t  

and t h e i r  q u a l it y  good to m a jo r ity  o f th e  re sp o n d e n ts .

Im p ro p e r  la y o u t  and d e s ign

W inkelm ann (1963) re p o rte d  th a t  the  fa rm e rs  g e n e ra lly  s a id  

th a t th e y  d id  not fee l too much a d v e r t i s in g  m  farm  m agazine

B a la c h a n d ra n  (1983) re v e a le d  th a t  m a jo r ity  o f s u b s c r ib e r s  found 

a d v e r t is e m e n ts  u se fu l,  c o v e r  page  a t t r a c t iv e  and p re fe rre d  co lo u re d  

c o v e r  page w ith  p h o to g ra p h s  than d ra w in g s

Sam ue ls  (1983) po in ted  out th a t  fo rm at d e s ig n ,  w h ich  in c lu d e s  

t h in g s  l i k e  colum n w id th ,  page s iz e  and  m arg in  w id th  in fluence  re a d in g

B r id g e s  (1989) id e n t if ie d  th re e  news use  p a tte rn s  on the  fron t 

p age s o f d a i l ie s  a c ro s s  the  U n ite d  S ta te s  su ch  as h a rd -n e w s ,  

in te r  p re te r -n e w s  and p rom inan ce -new s u se  T im e lin e s s  was id e n t if ie d  

a s  the  m ost im p o rtan t fa c to r  in f lu e n c in g  the  u se  patte rn  in  fro n t page, 

fo llo w e d  b y  p rom inence  and p ro x im it y .



Incompleteness of the message

M o r r i s  (1966) w h i le  e x p la in in g  th e  p r e - r e q u is i t e s  f o r  te x t  

e f f ic ie n c y  p o in te d  out th a t  c o m p le te n e s s  o f  m essage  w as to be  ta ke n  

ca re  o f w h i le  com m un ica t ing  a m e ssa ge .

Kam ath  (1969) o p in e d  th a t  w h i le  w r it in g  fo r  fa rm  f a m i l ie s ,  

the  te x t  s h o u ld  co n ta in  com p le te  in fo rm a t io n  and s h o u ld  not le a v e  any  

na tu ra l q u e s t io n  u n an sw e red

D u ffy  and  K abance  (1982 ) s t a t e d  th a t com p le te n e ss  w as an 

im p o rtan t d im e n s io n  fo r  the  u s a b i l i t y  o f  a  te x t

N a n ja p p a  (1982 ) m  h i s  s t u d y  p o in te d  out th a t m a jo r it y  of 

fa rm e rs  o p in e d  th a t  a g r ic u lt u r a l  in fo rm a t io n  p u b l i s h e d  w as not c le a r

In  th e  s tu d y  o f R a je n d ra n  ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  m a jo r it y  o f th e  fa rm e r s  

re p o rte d  th e  c o v e ra g e  of su b je c t  m a tte r m  the  a g r ic u lt u r a l  in fo rm a t io n  

p u b l i s h e d  in  n e w s p a p e r s / m agaz ine  and  h a n d o u t s  w as s u f f ic ie n t

2 3 .3  C o n s t r a in t s  in  th e  d e c o d in g  le v e l  

Ir r e le v a n c e  to  a t t r ib u t e s  o f in n o v a t io n

W inke lm an n  (1963) re p o r te d  t h a t  a l l  th e  m agaz ine s c o n t r ib u te d  

good id e a s  th a t  fa rm e r s  m ig h t be  a b le  to u se  m  t h e i r  o p e ra t io n s .  

H ow eve r, m o st o f them  d id  not e x p e c t  th e  in fo rm a t io n  to f i t  t h e i r  own



s p e c i f ic  o p e ra t io n  In s te a d ,  th ey  lo o k e d  upon i t  m a in ly  as a s t im u lu s

to t h e i r  own t h in k in g  o r  how they  m igh t a d o p t  a g iv e n  idea

Z a la k i  (1973) found m  h i s  s t u d y  on the  aw a re ne ss, u se  and

r e a d a b i l i t y  o f  a g r ic u lt u ra l  p u b lic a t io n s  b y  fa rm e r s  m  B anga lo re  d i s t r ic t ,  

th a t m a jo r it y  o f fa rm e rs  d id  not a d o p t im p ro v e d  fa rm  p ra c t ic e s  a fte r 

re a d in g  fa rm  p u b lic a t io n s

In  th e  s tu d y  o f Ra jend ran  (1 9 82 ),  g e n e ra lly  le s s  than 50 p e r

cent re p o r te d  de fe c ts  m  the  m essage  M o re  c o m p le x it y  o f the m essage  

w as one o f th e  mam  d e fec ts  m  th e  th re e  m edia  s tu d ie d  v iz

n e w sp a p e r,  m agazine, handouts M a jo r it y  o f the  re sp o n d e n ts  in fo rm ed  

th a t th e  a g r ic u lt u r a l  in fo rm at ion  p u b l i s h e d  m  the  n e w sp ap e r m ust be

lo c a t io n  s p e c i f i c

L a ck  o f c r e d ib i l i t y  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine

B e r io  (1960) d e f in ed  c r e d ib i l i t y  a s  the  degree  to w h ich

com m un icato r i s  p e rc e iv e d  as t r u s tw o r th y  and  com petent by the re a d e r

M o r n s  (1966) w h ile  e x p la in in g  th e  p r e - r e q u is it e s  fo r  te x t 

e f f ic ie n c y  p o in te d  out th a t c r e d ib i l i t y  o f m edium , w h ich  m ight in flu ence  

the  r e a d e r s  w as to be taken  ca re  of

S in g h  and P ra sa d  (1974) co n c lu d e d  th a t m  n o n -p ro g re s s iv e

v i l la g e ,  th e  m ost c r e d ib le  so u rce  w as d e m on stra t io n  fo llo w e d  by v i l la g e



le v e l  w o r k e r ,  f r ie n d s  and  n e ig h b o u r s  and  o t h e r s  T h e  le a s t  m entioned  

s o u rc e s  w ere  s e l f - e x p e r ie n c e ,  m agaz in e s  and  n e w sp a p e rs

S in g h  et^ al_ (1 9 76 ) re p o r te d  th a t  th e  m ore  c r e d ib le  and  

a c c e s s ib le  m e d ia  fo r  s m a ll  fa rm e r s  w e re  s t i l l  th e  lo c a l it e  s o u rc e s  and 

sm a ll  f a rm e r s  a t ta ch e d  f a i r l y  h ig h  c r e d ib i l i t y  to  d e m o n st ra t io n s

C h o le  and  R a h u d k a r  (1978 ) r e p o r t e d  th a t  p e r so n a l fo rm a l s o u rc e s

w ere  ra n k e d  w ith  h ig h  c r e d ib i l i t y  b y  b ig  fa rm e r s  w h e re a s ,  p e r so n a l 

in fo rm a l s o u r c e s  w ere  a c c o rd e d  m ore  t r u s t w o r t h in e s s  b y  sm a ll  fa rm e r s  

E x c e p t  d e m o n st ra t io n s ,  a l l  o th e r  m e d ia  s o u rc e s  w ere  ra n k e d  th e  le a s t  

c r e d ib le  s o u r c e s  b y  b ig  and  sm a ll  fa rm e r s

K a n p p a i  (1981 ) re p o r te d  th a t  f r ie n d s  and  r e la t i v e s  w ere  found  

to be th e  m ost u t i l i s e d  s o u r c e s  o f in fo rm a t io n  fo llo w e d  b y  r a d io ,  n e w s

p a p e r,  e x te n s io n  p e r so n n e l and  A g r ic u l t u r a l  S c ie n t i s t s  m  th e  d e sc e n d in g  

o rd e r

A th im u th u  (1982 ) p o in te d  out th a t  th e  fa rm e r s  c o n s id e re d  th e

o f f i c i a l s  o f th e  S ta te  D e p a rtm e n t o f A g r ic u l t u r e  a s  th e  m ost c r e d ib le  

so u rc e  fo l lo w e d  b y  A g r ic u l t u r a l  U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  fa rm e r s ,  p r e s s  

c o r re sp o n d e n t s  and  l a s t l y  th e  c o m m e rc ia l a g e n c ie s .

V a ra d a ra ju  (1983 ) r e p o r te d  th a t  con tac t fa rm e r s  ra n k e d  A g r i c u l t 

u r a l  A s s i s t a n t s  a s  m ost c r e d ib le  fo l lo w e d  b y  o th e r  con tact fa rm e r s ,

A s s i s t a n t  A g r ic u l t u r a l  O f f ic e r ,  r a d io ,  c o - o p e r a t iv e  s o c ie t y  and 

n e w sp a p e r  m  th a t  o rd e r



Kareem  (1984) o p in e d  th a t the  le a st  fa v o u re d  m ass medium 

b y  th e  fa rm e rs  tu rne d  out to  be the  fa rm  m agazine.

In  S u b ra m o m a m 's  s t u d y  (1986) 'r a d i o ' and  'n e ig h b o u r s  and 

r e l a t i v e s ' em erged a s  th e  m ost c r e d ib le  so u rce s  o f in fo rm ation , w he re  

a s  'J u n io r  A g r ic u lt u r a l  O f f i c e r ' and  'In s t r u c t o r s  o f F un c tio na l L ite ra c y  

P ro g ra m m e ’ w ere  the  le a s t  c r e d ib le  so u rc e s  fo r  a g r ic u lt u r a l  com m unicat

ion

G ru n ig  et_ al_. (1988) p o in te d  out that p e r so n a l c o n v e rsa t io n s ,  

lo c a l  s p e c ia l iz e d  m ed ia  and m eetings w ere  the  m ost im p o rtan t so u rce s  

o f  in fo rm a t io n  fo r  the  a g r ic u lt u r a l  p u b l ic s .  In  g e n e ra l,  the  m ore lo ca l

th e  in fo rm a t io n , the  m ore re le v a n t  i t  w as to fa rm e rs.

S a h a  and T r i k k a  (1989) re p o r te d  that a m a jo r ity  o f the

s u b s c r ib e r  re sp o n d e n ts  got farm  in fo rm a t io n  from  m agazine fo llo w e d

b y  n e w sp a p e rs  and r a d io .  T he  o th e r  so u rce s  o f in fo rm at ion  were

te le v is io n ,  le a f le t s ,  a g r ic u lt u r a l  e x te n s io n  o f f ic e r s ,  f a r m e r 's  f a ir ,

f r ie n d s  and o th e r s .

2 .4  C oncep tua l fram e w o rk

The  fa c to r s  a ffe c t in g  c o n a t iv e  o r  b e h a v io u ra l  change s may be 

e it h e r  re la te d  to the  so u rc e  o r  th e  re c e iv e r .  A c c o rd in g  to De F le u r  

and B a l l-R o k e a c h  (1 9 66 ),  th e re  a re  th re e  im p ortan t in t e rp re t iv e  fram e

w o rk s  on how p e o p le  encounter th e  m ed ia  su ch  a s  the  in d iv id u a l



d if fe re n c e  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  s o c ia l  c a te g o ry  p e r s p e c t iv e  and  the  s o c ia l  r e la t 

io n s  p e r s p e c t iv e  T h e y  f u r t h e r  p o in te d  out th a t  th e  p r in c ip l e s  o f 

s e le c t iv e  a tte n tio n  and  p e rc e p t io n  w o u ld  w o rk  n e c e s s a r i ly  on th e se  

p e r s p e c t iv e s

B lu m le r  and  Katz  (1 9 74 ) su g g e s te d  th a t  the  m ost o b v io u s  

c o n te m p o ra ry  e x p r e s s io n  o f th e  r o le  o f th e  i n d i v id u a l  d if fe r e n c e s  in  

the  p r o c e s s  o f  m ed ia  e x p o s u re  and  e f fe c t s  i s  th e  "u s e  and g r a t i f i c a t 

ion  a p p r o a c h "  "U se  and  g r a t i f ic a t io n "  i s  a g e n e ra l la b e l an, a s  ye t, 

u n s y s te m a t is e d  se t o f s p e c i f i c  t h e o re t ic a l  v ie w  p o in t s  t ie d  to g e th e r  

b y  a s h a d e  e m p h a s is  on an a c t iv e  m e d ia  a u d ie n ce  (B lu m le r ,  1979) 

T h e se  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  p o r t r a y e d  th e  i n d i v i d u a l s  th a t c o n s t it u te  any  

m ass m e d ia  a u d ie n ce  a s  a c t iv e  s e le c t o r s  and  in t e r p r e t e r s  o f  m ed ia  

m e ssage s w ho  u t i l iz e  the  m e ssa g e s  to g r a t i f y  t h e i r  i n d iv id u a l  n e e d s  

M o re o v e r ,  th e  a u d ie n ce  m em b e rs, not the  m a ss  com m un ica to r, a r e  s a id  

to d e te rm in e  th e  u se fu ln e s s  o f th e  m e ssa g e s  In  a se n se ,  u se s  and  g r a t i 

f ic a t io n s  t h e o r ie s  h a v e  e le v a te d  th e  r o le  o f in d i v id u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

b e yo n d  th e  in te r v e n in g  v a r ia b le  r o le  in  m ode rn  S - R  a p p ro a c h e s

T h o u g h  the  i n d i v id u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  p e r s p e c t iv e  im p l ie s  th a t 

m ed ia  m e ssa g e s  con ta in  p a r t ic u la r  s t im u lu s  a t t r ib u t e s  th a t h a ve  d i f f e r e n t 

ia l  in te ra c t io n  w ith  p e r s o n a l i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f th e  a u d ie n ce ,  th e  

c o s t -e f fe c t  c o n c e p tu a liz a t io n  i s  r a t h e r  c o m p lic a te d  to e xten t to  the  

m ed ia  v a r ia b l e s  a l s o  T he  in t e r p la y  o f th e se  tw o d im e n s io n a l f a c t o r s  

a re  e x p e c te d  to  r e s u lt  in  th e  net u t i l iz a t io n  o f a m edium



T h e  co n ce p tu a l fram e  w o rk  o f t h i s  s t u d y  a ssu m e s th a t  the

u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  fa rm  m agazine  i n v o lv e s  d im e n s io n s  su c h  a s  fre q u e n c y  

o f r e a d in g ,  p ro m p tn e s s  m  re a d in g ,  re a d in g  p re fe re n c e ,  s t y le  o f

re a d in g ,  d ocu m e nta tion , and f o l lo w -u p  w h i le  th e y  a re  in f lu e n c e d  by

th e  s e le c t e d  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f th e  a u d ie n ce  a s  w e ll a s  the  

p e r c e iv e d  c o n s t r a in t s  o f the  m edium  at e n c o d in g ,  t r a n s m is s io n  and 

d e c o d in g  l e v e l s  T he  th e o re t ic a l  fram e  w o rk  o f  th e  s t u d y  i s  g iv e n  in

F ig  1

B a se d  on th e  re v ie w  o f l i t e r a t u r e  and  co n ce p tu a l fram e  w o rk ,  

th e  f o l lo w in g  h y p o t h e s e s  w ere  d e r iv e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y

1 T h e re  w o u ld  be no v a r ia t io n  m  th e  u t i l i s a t io n  o f fa rm  m agaz ine

'R u b b e r ' am ong i t s  s u b s c r ib e r s

2 T h e re  w o u ld  be no s ig n i f ic a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip  betw een th e  p e r so n a l

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f th e  s u b s c r ib e r s  and  t h e i r  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r '

m agaz ine

3 T h e re  w o u ld  be no s ig n i f ic a n t  in f lu e n c e  o f th e  c o n s t r a in t s  in  t r a n s 

f e r r in g  th e  m e ssage  at en co d in g , t r a n s m is s io n  and  d e c o d in g  le v e l s

on th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine
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C H A P T E R - I I I

METH O DO LO G Y

T h i s  c h a p te r  g i v e s  a g e n e ra l v i s io n  o f  th e  m ethod s and 

p ro ce d u re s  fo l lo w e d  in  c o n d u c t in g  the  s t u d y  T h i s  c o m p r is e s  o f the  

re se a rc h  d e s ig n ,  lo c a le  o f th e  s t u d y ,  s e le c t io n  o f re sp o n d e n t s ,  o p e ra t 

io n a l is a t io n  and  m easurem ent o f v a r ia b le ,  te c h n iq u e s  o f d ata  c o lle c t io n  

and s t a t i s t ic a l  t o o ls  u se d

3 1. R e se a rc h  d e s ig n

F o r  a n y  s c ie n t i f ic  e n q u ir y ,  th e re  s h o u ld  be  a r e se a rc h  

d e s ig n .  R e se a r c h  d e s ig n  i s  th e  p la n , s t r u c t u r e  and  s t r a t e g y  o f i n v e s t i 

gation  c o n c e iv e d  so  a s  to  o b ta in  a n s w e r s  to r e s e a r c h  q u e s t io n s  and 

to c o n tro l v a r ia n c e  T h e  re s e a r c h  d e s ig n s  a re  d e v e lo p e d  to e n a b le  

the  r e s e a r c h e r  to a n sw e r  r e s e a r c h  q u e s t io n s  a s  v a l i d l y ,  o b je c t iv e ly ,  

a c c u ra te ly  and  e c o n o m ic a l ly  a s  p o s s ib le  F o r  t h i s  s t u d y ,  an e x p o s t  

facto  re s e a r c h  d e s ig n  w a s a d o p te d  A c c o rd in g  to K e r lm g e r  (1 9 7 8 ) ,  

e x p o s t  fa c to  r e s e a r c h  i s  s y s t e m a t ic  e n q u ir y  in  w h ic h  th e  s c ie n t is t  doe s 

not h a v e  d i r e c t  c o n t ro l o f  th e  in d e p e n d e n t  v a r ia b l e s  b ecau se  t h e ir  

m a n ife s ta t io n s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  o c cu re d  o r  be cau se  th e y  a re  in h e re n t ly  

not m a m p u la b le .  In fe re n c e s  ab ou t r e la t io n s  am ong v a r ia b l e s  a re  m ade, 

w ith ou t d i r e c t  in te rv e n t io n ,  from  con com ita n t v a r ia t io n  o f in d e p e n d e n t  

and dep ende n t v a r ia b l e s  In  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  s tu d y ,  s in c e  th e  m a n ife s ta t 

io n s  o f th e  in d e p e n d e n t  v a r ia b l e s  had  a l r e a d y  o c c u re d  and  th e re  w as



no s c o p e  f o r  m a n ip u la t io n  o f any  v a r ia b le s ,  e x p o s t  fa c to  re se a rc h

d e s ig n  w as r e s o r t e d  to.

3 .2  L o c a le  o f th e  s t u d y

T he  s t u d y  w as c o n f in e d  to  th re e  d i s t r i c t s  in  K e ra la  nam e ly  

K o ttayam , T h iru v a n a n th a p u ra m  and T h r i s s u r ,  w h ic h  w e re  se le c te d

p u r p o s iv e ly  Ko ttayam  d i s t r i c t  w as p u r p o s iv e ly  se le c te d  f o r  th e  s tu d y  

to  in c lu d e  th e  t r a d it io n a l  and  la r g e s t  r u b b e r  g ro w in g  a re a  w h e re  the  

t r a d it io n a l  s u b s c r ib e r s  o f  t h i s  m agaz ine  c o u ld  be  met w ith  I t  w as 

a ssu m e d  th a t  Ko ttayam  b e in g  th e  h e a d q u a r te r s  d i s t r i c t  o f th e  R u b b e r

B o a rd ,  a la r g e  num ber o f  t r a d it io n a l  s u b s c r ib e r s  w o u ld  be  a v a i la b le  

m  th e  d i s t r i c t  due to  th e  p r o x im it y  to  th e  p u b l i s h in g  p o in t .  T h r i s s u r  

d i s t r i c t  w as se le c te d  a s  t h i s  p la c e  c o m p r is e s  o f th e  new ru b b e r

g r o w e r s  and th u s  new s u b s c r ib e r s  a l s o  In  T h iru v a n a n th a p u ra m  d i s t r i c t ,  

a m ix tu re  o f  bo th  t r a d it io n a l  and  new s u b s c r ib e r s  c o u ld  be  o b ta in e d

3 3 S e le c t io n  o f re sp o n d e n t s

A  l i s t  o f s u b s c r ib e r s  o f th e  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  w as p re p a re d  

fo r  each  d i s t r i c t  from  th e  l i s t  o f  s u b s c r ib e r s  a v a i la b le  w ith  th e  

p u b l i s h e r s  o f th e  m agaz ine  le  , R u b b e r  B o a rd  I t  w as found  from  th e  

a d d r e s s  th a t  th e  s u b s c r ib e r s  w e re  g e n e r a l ly  d i s t r ib u t e d  in  r u b b e r  

g ro w in g  a re a s  o f a l l  t h e se  th re e  d i s t r i c t s  F ro m  th e se  l i s t s ,  th e  

re sp o n d e n t s  w ere  ra n d o m ly  se le c te d ,  u s in g  random  num ber ta b le  

R e sp o n se  w e re  c o lle c te d  from  a to ta l o f 200 re sp o n d e n t s .  A lm o s t  e q u a l
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nu m ber o f re sp o n d e n t s  w e re  s e le c te d  from  each d i s t r i c t  le  , 68

re sp o n d e n t s  w ere  se le c te d  from  K o tta yam  and 66 each fro m  T h ir u v a n a n 

th a p u ra m  and  T h r i s s u r

3 .4 .  O p e ra t io n a l is a t io n  and  m easu rem ent o f v a r ia b le s

3 .4  1. O p e ra t io n a l is a t io n  a n d  m ea su rem ent o f dependent v a r ia b l e

M a g a z in e  u t i l iz a t io n  c o n f in e s  not to re a d in g  a lo n e  but a l s o  

f o c u s s e s  on s e v e r a l  o th e r  f a c t o r s  T h e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m agaz ine  

in  th e  c o n te x t o f t h i s  s t u d y  w as o p e r a t io n a l ly  d e f in e d  a s  th e  u t i l i z a t 

ion  p a tte rn  o f  the  m agaz ine  a s  a m edium  o f com m un ica t ion  to get 

e x p o s e d  to th e  farm  m e ssa g e s  b y  th e  s u b s c r ib e r s ,  w h ic h  need not 

n e c e s s a r i l y  r e s u lt  in  th e  a d o p t io n  o f m e ssa ge s b y  r e a d e r s  F re q u e n c y  

o f re a d in g  w as in c lu d e d  m  m e a su r in g  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f m agaz ine  b e c a u se  

th e re  can be d if fe re n c e s  betw een a re g u la r  re a d e r  and  c a su a l re a d e r  

A n  i n d i v id u a l  w ho i s  e a g e r  to re a d  th e  m agazine  m ay w a it  fo r  i t s  

a r r i v a l  and  re a d  on th e  sam e  d a y , and  su ch  a r e a d e r  m ay u t i l i z e  

th e  m agaz ine  in  a b e t te r  w ay th an  one who o p e n s  th e  m agaz ine  

l e i s u r e l y  R e a d in g  p re fe re n c e s  and  s t y l e  o f re a d in g  can  in f lu e n c e  the  

e x te n t  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m agaz ine  Docum entation  i s  c o n s id e re d  as 

a n o th e r  d im e n s io n  m  m agaz ine  u t i l iz a t io n  due to i t s  in n a te  q u a l it y  

o f re u se  F o l lo w -u p  a c t i v i t i e s  w h ic h  even in c lu d e  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  

m e ssa g e s  to o th e r  p e o p le  T h i s  n e e d s  a h ig h  le v e l  o f c o m p re h e n s io n  

w h ic h  m igh t be a fu n c t io n  o f b e tte r  m agaz ine  u t i l iz a t io n



T h e  item s fo r  th e  m a ga z in e  u t i l iz a t io n  in d e x  w e re  id e n t i f ie d  

from  th e  a v a i la b le  l i t e r a t u r e  on r e a d in g  r e s e a r c h , A g r ic u l t u r a l  J o u rn a l ism  

re s e a r c h ,  com m un ication  t h e o r ie s  and  d i s c u s s io n  w ith  e x p e r t s  m  

J o u rn a lism  F o rty o n e  ite m s  w e re  l i s t e d  under s i x  s u b h e a d s  v i z  

f re q u e n c y  o f re a d in g ,  p ro m p tn e s s  m  re a d in g ,  re a d in g  p re fe re n c e ,  s t y le  

o f re a d in g ,  docum entation  a n d  f o l lo w -u p  T h e se  w e re  then  su b je c te d  

to ju d g e s  ra t in g  by  s i x t y  e x p e r t s  w ho w ere  p r o f e s s io n a l  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  

f a c u lt y  m em bers o f D ep a rtm en t o f  J o u rn a lism  o f U n iv e r s i t y  o f K e ra la ,  

m ediam en w o rk in g  in  A l l  I n d i a  R a d io  and  D o o rd a r sh a n ,  r e g u la r  f re e la n c e  

w r i t e r s  in  a g r ic u lt u r a l  c o lu m n s ,  s t a f f  o f Farm  In fo rm a t io n  B u re au  of 

th e  K e r a la  S ta te  D ep artm en t o f A g r ic u lt u r e ,  s ta f f  o f th e  S ta te  In s t i t u t e  

of L a n g u a g e s ,  le a d e r s  o f th e  K e r a la  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  N o n -F o rm a l E d u c a t

ion  and  D eve lop m en t ( K A N F E D )  , S a s t h r a  S a h it h y a  P a r i s h a t  and F a c u lt y  

m em bers o f th e  K e ra la  A g r i c u l t u r a l  U n iv e r s i t y  T h e y  w e re  a s k e d  to 

in d ic a t e  th e  re le v a n c y  o f t h e s e  ite m s a s  t r a i t s  of th e  m agaz ine  u t i l i z a t 

ion  on a f i v e  p o in t  con tinuum . T h e  s c o r in g  p a tte rn  w a s  a s  f o l lo w s

R e le v a n c y  S co re

M o s t  re le v a n t  4

M o re  re le v a n t  3

R e le v a n t  2

Som ew hat re le v a n t  1

I r r e le v a n t  0



T h e  ju d g e s  w e re  a ls o  re q u e s te d  to m o d ify  th e  ite m s, add  

o r  d e le te  ite m s,  i t  n e c e s s a r y ,  to  s a t i s f y  the  c r i t e r i a  su g g e s te d  by  

G u i l f o r d  (1 9 36 ) and K e r l in g e r  (1964) T h e se  c r i t e r i a  w ere

-  I t  s h o u ld  c o v e r  th e  u n iv e r s e  o f content,

-  I t  s h o u ld  not c o n ta in  an y  item  w h ic h  w as not r e le v a n t  

to  th e  v a r ia b le  in  q u e s t io n ,  and

-  T h e re  s h o u ld  not be any  a m b ig u it y  in  d e s c r ip t io n  o f item s 

Out o f the  s i x t y  e x p e r t s ,  r e s p o n s e s  c o u ld  be o b ta in e d  from

o n ly  43 On a n a l y s i s  o f th e se  r e s p o n s e s ,  th re e  ite m s w ere  d e le te d  

In  o r d e r  to  a s s e s s  th e  e x te n t o f agreem en t am ong th e  ju d g e s ,  th e  

c o e f f ic ie n t  o f A g reem en t f o r  each item  w as w o rk e d  out u s in g  the  

fo rm u la

T h e  item  w h ic h  cou ld  o b ta in  an agreem en t ra t io  o f 0 4 o r  m ore o n ly  

w ere  s e le c te d  to be in c lu d e d  m  th e  f in a l  m agaz ine  u t i l iz a t io n  in d e x  

T h e  s c o r in g  p a tte rn  o f ite m s w h ic h  w as g iv e n  s e e in g  th e  w e igh ta g e  

o f each  item  w as a s f o l lo w s

C A
T o ta l  s c o r e  o b t a in e d

T h e  p o te n t ia l s c o re  th a t  c o u ld  h a v e  been o b ta in e d

Ite m s Sco re

I  F re q u e n c y  o f re a d in g

1 R e g u la r  re a d e r  o f a l l  i s s u e s  of th e  m agaz ine 2

2. R e g u la r  s u b s c r ib e r ,  bu t re a d s  o n ly  som e is s u e s

3 R e g u la r  s u b s c r ib e r ,  bu t not a re a d e r 0



I I . P ro m p tn e s s  in  re a d in g

1. R e a d s  th e  m agaz ine  on th e  sam e d ay  o f  r e c e iv in g .

2 . R e a d s  c e r ta in  a r t ic le  im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  g e tt in g  

th e  m agaz ine  and  le a v e s  o t h e r s  to be re a d  la te r.

3 . R e a d s  the  m agaz ine  so m e tim e  b e fo re  th e  a r r i v a l  

o f th e  n e x t  i s s u e .

4. R e a d s  the  m agaz ine  o n ly  a t th e  le i s u r e  t im e  and 

som e tim e s even  s e v e r a l  i s s u e s  to g e th e r  .

I I I .  R e a d in g  p re fe re n c e

1 R e a d s  a l l  th e  a r t ic le s  w ith o u t  any  o r d e r  o f 

p re fe re n c e  .

2 R e a d s  a l l  th e  a r t ic le s ,  bu t o n ly  a c c o rd in g  

to the o r d e r  o f p re fe re n c e  a fte r  g o in g  

th ro u g h  th e  l i s t  o f co n te n ts  .

3 S e le c t s  c e r ta in  a r t ic le s  in  e v e r y  i s s u e  and 

re a d s  o n ly  th o se  a r t i c l e s .

4 . R e a d s  o n ly  th e  a r t i c l e s  on cu rre n t  e v e n t s  .

5 .  R e a d s  o n ly  th e  s p e c i f i c  re co m m en d a tio n s  fo r  

the  f o l lo w in g  m onth o r  g e n e ra l re com m en d a tio n s  

o f th e  a u t h o r it y  .

6 . R e a d s  o n ly  c e r ta in  a r t i c l e s  w ith  p re fe re n c e  

to the  fo rm a t (o n ly  s u c c e s s  s t o r ie s ,  o n ly  

p ro c e s s  a r t ic le s ,  o n ly  in fo rm a t io n  fe a tu re s ,  

o n ly  q u e s t io n s  and a n s w e r s  etc ) .

7 A v o id  le n g th y  a r t ic le s  .

8 R e a d s  the  a r t ic le s  w ith  a u th o r  p re fe re n c e  .

9 R e a d s  o n ly  th e  a r t i c le s  w ith  c a tc h y  c a p t io n s  .



V I.  F o l lo w -u p

1 S e e k s  f u r t h e r  c la r i f ic a t io n  on th e  m e ssa ge  

fro m  th e  a u th o r  o r  p u b l i s h e r  im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  

r e a d in g

2 R e fe r s  to  th e  p r e s e r v e d  m a te r ia l o f  the  

m agaz ine  w h e n e ve r a re la te d  p r a c t ic e  i s  

fo llo w e d

3. T r ie s  to  a ttem pt on new re co m m e n d a tio n s  g iv e n  in  

th e  m e ssa ge  th ro u g h  th e  m agaz ine

4 S h a r e  th e  m agaz ine  w ith  o t h e r s  a f te r  re a d in g

5 D ir e c t  o t h e r s  to  re a d  th e  m agaz ine

M a g a z in e  u t i l iz a t io n  in d e x  f o r  each  re sp o n d e n t  w as c a lc u la t e d  

b a se d  on th e  fo rm u la

M a ga z in e  u t i l iz a t io n  in d e x
O b ta in e d  s c o re

M ax im um  o b ta in a b le  s c o re
x 100

3 4 2 M ea su rem e n t o f in d e p e n d e n t  v a r ia b le

B a se d  on th e  in fo rm a t io n  from  a v a i la b le  l i t e r a t u r e  and d i s c u s s 

ion  w ith  e x p e r t s ,  s c a le s  w e re  se le c te d  and  u se d  fo r  th e  m easu rem ent 

o f each  in d e p e n d e n t  v a r ia b l e  m  t h i s  s t u d y

3 4 2 .1  P e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

Age

F o r  t h i s  s t u d y ,  age  w as o p e r a t io n a l ly  d e f in e d  a s  th e  num ber 

o f y e a r s  c o m p le te d  b y  th e  re sp o n d e n t  at th e  tim e  o f in v e s t ig a t io n

1



(J

IV  S t y le  o f Read in g

A  1 Read s an a r t ic le  co m p le te ly  . 4

2 Read s an a r t ic le  p a r t ia l l y  3

3 S k im s  o n ly  c e r ta in  a r t ic le s  and o th e rs  2

a re  read  th o ro u g h ly  .

4 S k im s  w h ile  re a d in g  a l l  a r t i c l e s  . 1

B 1 W h ile  re a d in g , goes back  in  se a rc h  o f some 1

id e a s  .

2 Read s re p e a te d ly  c e r ta in  p a ra g ra p h s  o f an 1

a r t ic le  .

3 Read s v e ry  s lo w ly  fo r  be tte r co m p re h e n s io n  1

of the  te ch n ic a l su b je c t  m atter .

4 R ead s s i le n t ly  . 1

V Docum entation

1 U n d e r lin e s  im p ortan t sen tence s 1

2 P re p a re s  notes w h ile  re a d in g  1

3 T a k e s  cu tt in g s  o f the  needed m essage  1

4 B in d s  s e r ia l i s e d  a r t ic le s  1

5 Keep s the  w ho le  m agazine  1

6 B in d s  the  vo lum es of m agazine  1

7. In d e x e s  the  contents o f the  m agazine  1

8 No docum entation 0



Q u a n t if ic a t io n  w a s done b y  a s s ig n in g  a s c o re  o f  one to  each  y e a r ,  

w h ic h  w a s ro u n d e d  o ff  to n e a re s t  nu m ber, a s  u sed  b y  K a n p p a i  (1988 )

E d u c a t io n

E d u c a t io n  o f an in d i v id u a l  i s  th e  le v e l  o f n o n -fo rm a l o r 

fo rm a l e d u c a t io n  In  t h i s  s t u d y  i t  i s  o p e ra t io n a l is e d  a s  th e  le v e l  

o f n o n -fo rm a l o r  fo rm a l e d u ca t io n  o f th e  re sp o n d e n t  T h e  s c o r in g  

p a tte rn  o f T r i v e d i  (1963 ) w a s m o d if ie d  and q u a n t if ic a t io n  o f d if fe r e n t  

le v e l s  o f e d u ca t io n  w as done  a s  fo l lo w s

L e v e l

Can re a d  o n ly ,  w ith o u t  any  s c h o o l in g  

Can re a d  and w r it e  w ith o u t  a n y  s c h o o l in g  

L o w e r  P r im a r y  (u p to  4 th  s t a n d a rd )

U p p e r  P r im a r y  (u p to  7 th  s ta n d a rd )

H ig h  S c h o o l

P re -D e g re e  o r  e q u iv a le n t  

G ra d u a t io n  and  a b o ve

F a rm in g  e x p e r ie n c e

F a rm in g  e x p e r ie n c e  w a s  d e f in e d  a s  the  to t a l  num ber o f y e a r s  

th e  fa rm e r  h a s  been engaged  in  fa rm in g  I t  w as o p e r a t io n a l i s e d  a s 

th e  to ta l p e r io d  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  been in v o lv e d  in  r u b b e r  c u lt iv a t io n .

T h i s  w as q u a n t if ie d  b a se d  on the  s c a le  u sed  b y  R a je n d ra n  (1978 ) and

S c o re

1

2

3

4

5

6 

7



Seema (1 9 8 6 ),  a s  th e  num ber o f y e a r s  th e  s u b s c r ib e r  re sp o n d e n t  h a s  

been engaged  m  ru b b e r  c u lt iv a t io n .

5 ize  of h o ld in g

S iz e  o f  h o ld in g  w as d e f in e d  as th e  e x ten t o f la n d  p o s s e s se d

b y  the  i n d i v i d u a l  S iz e  o f h o ld in g  o f th e  re sp o n d e n t  w a s th e  to ta l

a re a  in  s t a n d a rd  a c re s  in c lu d in g  bo th  wet lan d  and  g a rd e n  la n d

p o s se s se d  b y  th e  re sp o n d e n t  T h i s  s c a le  w as u se d  b y  Kam arudeen  

(1981)

M a te r ia l p o s s e s s io n

T h e  m a te r ia l p o s s e s s io n  w as m ea su red  in  te rm s  o f th e  m oney

v a lu e  o f th e  m a te r ia l s  p o s s e s s e d  b y  the  re sp o n d e n t  T h e  m oney v a lu e

was a s s ig n e d  to  each m a te r ia l b a se d  on r e s p o n d e n t s ' a s se s sm e n t  and 

in  the  c a se  o f d i s c r e p a n c ie s ,  m a rk e t  v a lu e s  o f th e  m a te r ia ls  w ere  

a s s ig n e d  w ith  enough d e p re c ia t io n  T he  sc a le  d e v e lo p e d  fo r  the

p u rp o se  w as a s s ig n e d  to  m e a su re  th e  v a r ia b le

Annua l in com e

A n n u a l incom e fo r  t h i s  s t u d y  w a s o p e r a t io n a l ly  d e f in e d  as

th e  to ta l in com e  in  an y e a r  from  both  m ain and s u b s i d i a r y  o c cu p a t io n

Q u a n t if ic a t io n  w as done in  ru p e e s  a s  u se d  b y  Kam arudeen  (1981)



Social partic ipation

Sad am a te  (1978) d e f in e d  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f th e  re sp o n d e n t  

a s  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  s o c ia l  in s t i t u t io n s  a s  a m em ber o r  a s  an o ff ic e  

b e a re r

S o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  w as o p e r a t io n a l i s e d  m  t h i s  s tu d y  a s  the  

e x te n t  o f  in v o lv e m e n t  o f an i n d i v i d u a l  in  any  fo rm a l o r g a n is a t io n  m  

h i s  com m un ity  T h e  s c a le  u sed  b y  K a n p p a i  (1988 ) w a s u se d  w ith  

m o d if ic a t io n  to  s u it  t h i s  s t u d y  T h e  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  w as m easured  

in  te rm s o f  th e  m e m b e rsh ip  o f th e  in d i v id u a l  m  th e  o r g a n is a t io n s  

a s  w e ll  a s  h i s  f re q u e n c y  o f p a r t ic ip a t io n  m  i t s  a c t iv i t ie s  T he  

s c o r in g  p a t te rn  o f t h i s  v a r ia b le  w as done  a s  fo l lo w s .

1) M e m b e r s h ip  o r  o f f i c ia l  p o s it io n  m  o r g a n is a t io n s

(Su ch  a s  s o c ia l,  p o l i t i c a l ,  c u lt u r a l  o r g a n is a t io n s ,  C o -o p e ra t iv e  
S o c ie t ie s ,  t r a d e  u n io n s ,  re c re a t io n  c lu b s ,  e tc .)

S c o re

O ff ic e  b e a re r  o f m ore th an  one o rg a n is a t io n  5

M em ber m  m ore  than  one o rg a n is a t io n  4

and  o f f ic e  b e a re r  in  any  one o rg a n is a t io n

M e m b e r and  o ff ic e  b e a re r  in  one o r g a n is a t io n  3

M em ber m  m ore  th an  one o r g a n is a t io n  2

M em ber m  one o rg a n is a t io n  1

Not a m em ber m  any  o r g a n is a t io n  0



i i ) Frequency of partic ipation  in the activ ities

P a r t ic ip a t e s  m  a l l  m e e t in g s  and  o th e r  2

a c t iv i t ie s  r e g u la r ly

P a r t ic ip a t e s  o c c a s io n a l ly  m  m eetin gs 1

and  o th e r  a c t iv i t ie s

Doe s not p a r t ic ip a t e  in  m e e t in g s  and  0

o th e r  a c t iv i t ie s

T h e  s c o re s  o f ( i ) a nd  ( n )  w ere  ad d e d  to ge t th e  s c o re  of 

s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f a re sp o n d e n t

C o sm o p o lite n e s s

R o g e r s  and  S v e n n m g  (1969 ) d e f in e d  c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  a s  the  

e x te n t  o f con tact w ith  o u t s id e  th e  v i l la g e  su c h  a s  v i s i t i n g  n e a re st  

town and  m e m b e rsh ip  in  o r g a n is a t io n s  o u t s id e  the  v i l l a g e

C o sm o p o lite n e s s  o f a re sp o n d e n t  w as m e a su re d  in  te rm s of 

h i s  f re q u e n c y  o f v i s i t  to th e  n e a re st  c i t y  o r  tow n d u r in g  a m onth 

and  th e  p u rp o se  o f v i s i t  T h e  s c o r in g  p a tte rn  w as f o l lo w s

l)  F re q u e n c y  o f v i s i t  to th e  n e a re s t  town in  a m onth

F re q u e n c y  S c o re

N e v e r  0

Once in  a m onth 1

Once in  a f o r t n ig h t  2

Once m  a week 3

T w ic e  o r  m ore in  a w eek 4



n) Purpose of v is it  to the town m a month

P u rp o se  Sco re

A g r ic u lt u r a l  1

P e r so n a l o r  d om e stic  m atte rs 1

Ente rta inm ent 1

T he  re sp o n d e n t  i s  a llo w e d  to in d ic a te  any num ber of

p u rp o se  Hence the  p o te n t ia l s c o re  v a n e s  from  one to th re e  T he

s c o re  o f ( l )  and ( n )  ad d e d  to get th e  s c o re  o f co sm o p o lite n e ss  of 

th e  re sp o n d e n t

In n o v a t iv e n e s s  ’

In n o v a t iv e n e s s  was d e f in ed  a s  the  in c lin a t io n  of a fa rm e r 

to d e v e lo p  in te re s t  m  and d e s ir e  to  se e k  change  m  the e x i s t in g  

p ra c t ic e s  re la te d  to farm  and home and  to adop t such  changes a s an

when p ra c t ic a l  and fe a s ib le

S h i l a j a  (1981) m easured  in n o v a t iv e n e s s  w ith  re sp e c t  to 

a d o p t io n  of h ig h  y ie ld in g  v a r ie t ie s  Sh e  u sed  a se t o f f iv e  statem ents 

on a th re e  p o in t  continuum  as a lw a y s ,  som etim es and neve r to w h ich

th e  s c o re s  a s s ig n e d  w ere  2 , 1 and 0 r e s p e c t iv e ly

M o u lik  (1965) d e ve lo p e d  a s e l f - r a t in g  s c a le  to m easure  

th e  in n o v a t iv e  p ro n ene ss  o f fa rm e rs  T he  sc a le  c o n s is te d  o f th re e



s e t s  o f s ta te m e n ts  and  each  se t  c o n ta in e d  th re e  s e p e r a te  s ta te m e n ts  

w ith  w e ig h ta g e  3, 2 and 1, in d ic a t in g  h ig h ,  m edium  and  low  d e g re e

o f in n o v a t iv e n e s s  r e s p e c t iv e ly  A f t e r  o b ta in in g  th e  m ost to  le a s t  

c h o ic e s  fo r  each  o f th e  th re e  s e t s  o f  s ta te m e n ts,  th e  s c o r in g  w a s done  

b y  sum m ing  up  th e  r a t io s  o f th e  w e ig h t s  o f th e  'm o s t  l i t e '  s ta te m e n ts

to the  w e ig h t s  o f th e  'l e a s t  l i k e '  s ta te m e n ts

T h e  s e l f - r a t in g  s c a le  d e v e lo p e d  b y  M o u l ik  (1 9 65 ) w as u se d

w ith  s u i t a b le  m o d if ic a t io n s  to m e a su re  in n o v a t iv e n e s s  o f th e  re sp o n d e n t  

s u b s c r ib e r s

Managem ent o r ie n ta t io n

M anagem ent o r ie n ta t io n  w as d e f in e d  a s  th e  v a r io u s  s t e p s  u n d e r 

taken  in  a d v a n c e  b y  th e  fa rm e r  in  p la n n in g ,  p ro d u c t io n  and  m a rk e t in g

F o r  m e a su r in g  the  s u b s c r i b e r s '  m anagem ent o r ie n t a t io n ,  th e  

s c a le  d e v e lo p e d  b y  Sam antha  (1977) w a s u se d  w ith  a p p r o p r ia t e  m o d if i 

ca t io n  T h e  s c a le  c o n s is t e d  o f e ig h te e n  sta te m e n ts,  s i x  each  f o r

p la n n in g ,  p ro d u c t io n  and  m a rk e t in g  o r ie n t a t io n s  F o r  t h i s  s t u d y ,  the  

s c a le  ite m s  w e re  s l i g h t l y  m o d if ie d  to  s u i t  th e  s it u a t io n  In  each

g rou p , p o s i t i v e  and  n e g a t iv e  s ta te m e n ts  w e re  m ix e d .  In  th e  c a se  o f 

p o s i t iv e  sta te m e n ts,  a s c o re  o f one w a s  g iv e n  f o r  a g reem en t and  ze ro  

fo r  d is a g re e m e n t  F o r  a n e g a t iv e  s ta te m e n t, th e  s c o r in g  p a t te rn  w as 

r e v e r s e d  T h e  sum  o f th e  s c o r e s  o b ta in e d  b y  a re sp o n d e n t  w a s ta ken  

a s  h i s  s c o r e  f o r  m anagem ent o r ie n ta t io n



Level of knowledge

L e v e l o f know le dge  was d e f in e d  a s  the  know ledge  of fa rm er 

w ith  re sp e c t  to h i s  fa rm in g  F o r  th e  p u rp o se  of t h is  s tu d y  the  le v e l 

o f know le dge  w as o p e ra t io n a lis e d  a s  the  know le dge  s ta tu s  o f the 

re sp o n d e n t  s u b s c r ib e r  in  th e  c u lt iv a t io n  o f ru b b e r  C e rta in  item s w ere 

p re p a re d  b y  go in g  th ro u g h  v a r io u s  c u lt iv a t io n  a sp e c t s  a s w e ll a s the 

d i f f ic u l t ie s  m  ru b b e r  c u lt iv a t io n  w h ic h  a re  su p p o se d  to m easure the

le v e l  o f know le dge  o f the  s u b s c r ib e r s  T h e se  item s w ere sub jected  

fo r  t h e ir  ra t in g  o f re le v a n c y  to m easu re  the  le v e l  of know ledge  on 

a th re e  p o in t continuum  to 30 e x p e r t s  c o n s is t in g  o f F ie ld  O ff ic e r s ,

A s s i s t a n t  Deve lopm ent O f f ic e r s  and Deve lopm ent O f f ic e r s  of R u b b e r 

B o a rd  L o o k in g  in to  the  co e ff ic ie n t  o f agreem ent on the  item s b y  th e se  

e x p e r t s ,  th e  num ber o f item s w ere re d u ce d  from  fourteen to tw e lve  

Q u a n tif ic a t io n  was done m  su ch  a w ay th a t each m ain item and sub  

item  c a r r ie s  a s c o re  o f one i f  i t  i s  c o r re c t  and ze ro  i f  in c o rre c t  

T h i s  te st  w as used  to m easure  th e  le v e l o f kn o w le d ge  of the

re sp o n d e n ts  m  t h i s  s tu d y

3 4 2 2 C o n s t ra in t s  in  t r a n s fe r r in g  th e  m essage

C o n s t ra in t s  m  t r a n s fe r r in g  th e  m essage  i s  de fined  a s the

v a r io u s  h in d ra n c e s  w h ich  get in to  in  th e  c o u rse  o f t r a n s fe r  o f m essage 

w h ich  can o ccu r at th re e  le v e ls ,  nam e ly  the  en co d ing , t r a n sm is s io n  

and d e co d in g  le v e ls  A t en co d in g  le v e l,  th e  m ajor c o n s t ra in t s  id e n t if ie d



w ere  im p ro p e r  s e le c t io n  of m e ssage , f a u lt y  p e r c e p t io n  of a u d ie n ce  

p r o f i le  b y  th e  a u th o r  a s  p e r c e iv e d  b y  th e  re a d e r ,  d e fe c t iv e  i d e n t i f i 

ca t io n  o f m e ssa g e  u n it s ,  c o n fu s in g  s t y le  o f w r it in g ,  and  in a p p r o p r ia t e  

t it le  o f th e  m e ssa g e  A t th e  t r a n s m is s io n  le v e l ,  th e  m a jo r c o n s t r a in t s  

w ere u n t im e ly  re a c h  to  th e  au d ie n ce , in s u f f ic ie n t  c l a r i t y  in  p r in t in g ,  

in a d e q u a te  u se  o f i l l u s t r a t io n s ,  im p ro p e r  la y o u t  and  d e s ig n  and

in c o m p le te n e s s  o f  m e ssa ge  Ir r e le v a n c e  to a t t r ib u t e s  o f in n o v a t io n  and  

la c k  o f c r e d i b i l i t y  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  w ere  noted  a s  th e  m a jo r 

c o n s t r a in t s  a t d e c o d in g  le v e l

C o n s t ra in t s  a t e n c o d in g  le v e l  

Im p ro p e r  s e le c t io n  o f m essage

Im p r o p e r  s e le c t io n  o f m e ssa ge  w as o p e r a t io n a l ly  d e f in e d  a s

the  la c k  o f s u i t a b i l i t y  o f th e  m e ssage  to the  fa rm in g  s it u a t io n ,  tim e, 

econom ic s t a t u s  o f th e  fa rm e r o r  th e  re q u ire m e n t,  w h ic h  becam e a

c o n s t ra in t  in  u t i l i z i n g  the  fa rm  m agaz ine  C e r ta in  ite m s  w e re  id e n t i f ie d  

a s c o n s t r a in t s  and  th e se  w ere  su b je c te d  to s c o r in g  T h e  item s se le c te d  

were

1 M e s sa g e s  s e le c te d  a re  not im p o rta n t  u n d e r  ou r fa rm in g  s it u a t io n

2 M e s sa g e s  s e le c te d  a re  not p r a c t ic a b le

3 M e s sa g e s  a r e  not s u i t a b le  to the  f a r m e r 's  f in a n c ia l  c o n d it io n

4 M e s sa g e s  a r e  not se le c te d  on th e  b a s i s  o f the  need o f th e  r e a d e r s

5 M e s sa g e s  a r e  not t im e ly

6 T h e  m e s sa g e s  c o n v e y e d  c o v e r  g e n e ra l p ro b le m s,  not th e  s p e c ia l

ones



T h e  s c o r in g  p a t te rn  w as a s  f o l lo w s

R a t in g  S c o re

V e r y  m uch t ru e  m  th e  c a se  o f  t h i s  m agaz ine  2

T ru e  to  som e  e x te n t m  th e  c a se  of t h i s  m agazine  1

Not at a l l  tru e  m  th e  c a se  o f t h i s  m agaz ine  0

T h e  s c o re  o f  a l l  th e  s i x  ite m s  w ere  ad d e d  to g e th e r  to  get

th e  s c o r e  fo r  th e  c o n s t r a in t s  m  th e  se le c t io n  o f th e  m e ssa g e  b y  a 

re sp o n d e n t .

F a u lt y  p e r c e p t io n  of a u d ie n c e  p r o f i le  b y  the  a u th o r  a s  p e r c e iv e d  

b y  th e  re a d e r

T h i s  v a r ia b le  w a s o p e r a t io n a l i s e d  a s  th e  w ron g  v i s u a l i s a t i o n

o f  th e  a u d ie n ce  p r o f i le  b y  th e  a u th e r  w h ic h  made them  w r it e  in a p p r o p 

r ia t e  ite m s  in  th e  m agaz ine , in  te rm s  of t h e ir  c o m p r e h e n d a b i l i t y ,

f in a n c ia l  s t a t u s ,  s iz e  o f  h o ld in g  e tc  T h re e  item s w e re  s e le c te d  to

m easu re  t h i s  v a r ia b le  and  th e y  a re  a s  fo l lo w s

Item

1 T he  c o m p re h e n d a b i l it y  o f th e  f a rm e r s  i s  not ta ken  in to  c o n s id e r a t io n  

b y  th e  a u th o r .

2 T he  a u th o r s  do  not c o n s id e r  a l l  c a te g o r ie s  su ch  a s  s m a l l ,  m edium  

and la r g e  fa rm e r s

3. T h e  a u th o r s  do  not c o n s id e r  fa rm e r s  o f d if fe re n t  f in a n c ia l  s ta tu s  .



S c o r in g  p a t te rn  w a s sam e  a s  m  the  ca se  o f  Im p ro p e r  s e le c t io n  

o f m essage

T he  c u m u la t iv e  s c o r e  o f th e  a b o ve  th re e  ite m s w e re  ta ken  

as the  s c o re  o f t h i s  v a r ia b l e  f o r  a s u b s c r ib e r  re sp o n d e n t

D e fe c t iv e  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f M e s sa g e  U n it s

T h i s  v a r ia b l e  w a s  o p e r a t io n a l i s e d  in  t h i s  s t u d y  a s  the  

in ad e q ua te  se q u e n t ia l  a rra n g e m e n t of the  m essage  and  im p ro p e r  c lu s t e r 

in g  o f m essage  u n it s  m  one p a ra g ra p h  T he  item s id e n t i f ie d  to m easu re  

t h i s  v a r ia b le  w ere  a s  f o l lo w s

Item s

1 M any  t im e s, one p a r a g r a p h  c a r r ie s  m ore than  one m e ssage  u n it  .

2 T he  m essage  u n it s  a re  no t a r ra n g e d  in  seq u e n ce  to  s u it  th e  fram e  

of re fe re n ce  o f th e  re a d e r

S c o r in g  p a t te rn  w a s  a s  fo llo w e d  in  the  p r e v io u s  c o n s t r a in t s  

T he  to ta l s c o re  o b ta in e d  b y  a d d in g  up the  in d i v id u a l  s c o re  f o r  th e se

two item s g a v e  th e  s c o r e  o f t h i s  v a r ia b le

C o n fu s in g  s t y le  o f w r i t in g

T h i s  w as o p e r a t io n a l ly  d e f in e d  a s  the  c o n s t r a in t s  in  s t y le  

o f w r it in g  w h ic h  com es m  th e  w ay a s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  u t i l i z i n g  the

m agazine  T h i s  in c lu d e s  t h o se  c o n s t r a in t s  w h ic h  do not e n su re  m axim um



c la r i t y ,  b r e v i t y  and c o lo u r  fo r  e a s in e s s  and e f f ic ie n c y  in  re a d in g  

T h i s  v a r i a b l e  w as m ea su red  m  te rm s o f th re e  s u b d im e n s io n s  su c h  a s 

c o n s t r a in t s  m  c la r i t y ,  c o n s t r a in t s  in  b r e v i t y  and  c o n s t r a in t s  in  c o lo u r

T h e  f o l lo w in g  ite m s w ere  in c lu d e d  to  d e p ic t  the  s u b d im e n s io n s  o f t h i s

q u a l it a t iv e  v a r ia b le

a) C la r i t y

1 T h e  m e ssa ge s  a re  f u l l  o f t e c h n ic a l  te rm s and so  th e y  a re  not

u n d e r s t a n d a b le  m any t im e s

2 T h e  w o rd s  u sed  a re  tough  one s th a t  can be u se d  to  c a r r y  th e  

in te n d e d  m eaning

3 E a c h  sen ten ce  i s  not a s im p le  one c a r r y in g  one id e a  each

b) B r e v i t y

1 T h e  m agaz ine  c o n ta in s  m ore th an  n e c e s s a r y  w o rd s  m  each sentence

2 T h e  m e ssa ge s  a re  not w r it te n  w ith  m inim um  p o s s ib le  num ber

o f se n te n ce s  to co n ta in  th e  m e ssage

3 T h e re  i s  u n n e c e s sa ry  la g g in g  in  m e ssa ge  p re se n te d  in  the  m agaz ine

4 T h e re  i s  unw anted n a r ra t io n  in  th e  m agazine

c) C o lo u r  ( v a r ie t y )

1 T h e  le n g th  of p a r a g r a p h s  do not v a r y

2 Sen tence  s t r u c tu re  and  le n g th  do  not v a r y

3 V a r ie d  e x a m p le s  and i l l u s t r a t io n s  a re  not u sed

4 P o s in g  q u e s t io n s  and a n sw e r in g  them  i s  not u sed



E a ch  o f th e se  ite m s w ere  q u a n t if ie d  u s in g  a th re e  p o in t

continuum  a s  in  the  p r e v io u s  c a se s  T h e  s c o re  o f a l l  e le ve n  item s

w ere  a d d e d  to  get th e  s c o r e  fo r  s t y le  o f w r i t in g  o f th e  m agazine  as 

a c o n s t ra in t  m  u t i l i z in g  th e  m agazine  b y  a re sp o n d e n t

In a p p ro p r ia t e  t i t le  o f th e  m e ssa ge

In a p p r o p r ia t e  t i t le  o f th e  m essage  a s  a c o n s t r a in t  w as fu n c t io n 

a l l y  d e f in e d  f o r  t h is  s t u d y  p u rp o se  w hen th e  h e a d in g s  and su b h e a d in g s  

w ere c o n fu s in g ,  w ere  not a t t r a c t iv e ,  not s im p le ,  not a p p r o p r ia t e  and 

not p re se n te d  m  b o ld  t y p e s  F o u r  item s w ere  c o n s id e re d  to m easure

th e  t i t le  o f the  m essage  a s  a c o n s t ra in t  in  the  u t i l iz a t io n  of the  farm  

m agazine, a s  f o l lo w s

Item

1 T i t le  i s  not a p p r o p r ia t e  to  the  m essage  d e a lt  m  th e  a r t ic le

2 T h e  t i t le  i s  not a t t r a c t iv e  and not p re se n te d  in  b o ld  t y p e s

3 S h o r t ,  c r i s p  and  s im p le  w o r ld s  a re  not u se d  fo r  t i t le s  m  t h is

m agaz ine

4 T he  m e ssa g e s  a re  not c le a r  becau se  c o n fu s in g  h e a d in g s  and s u b h e a d 

in g s  a re  g iv e n

H ere  a ls o  the  s c o r e s  w ere  a s s ig n e d  a s  in  th e  p r e v io u s  c a se s ,  

b a se d  on th e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  th e  item  to th e  m agaz ine



T he  s c o r e s  o f  a l l  th e  ite m s w ere  a d d e d  to g e th e r  to get the

sc o re  o f t i t le  o f  m e ssa g e  a s  a c o n s t ra in t  m  u t i l iz a t io n  o f m agazine

b y  a re sp o n d e n t

C o n s t ra in t s  at t r a n s m is s io n  le v e l

C o n s t r a in t s  at t r a n s m is s io n  le v e l  w ere  f u n c t io n a l ly  d e f in e d

a s  the  fa u lt s  th a t  ge t in to  th e  m essage  at th e  t r a n s m is s io n  le v e l  w h ic h  

act a s c o n s t r a in t s  m  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m agaz in e  F iv e  s it u a t io n s  

m  t r a n s m is s io n  le v e l  w e re  id e n t if ie d  m  w h ic h  o b s t r u c t io n s  m  u t i l i z a t 

ion  o f fa rm  m agaz ine  c o u ld  o c cu r  T h e se  s it u a t io n s  w e re

-  U n t im e ly  re a c h  to th e  aud ie nce

-  L a c k  o f  c l a r i t y  in  p r in t in g

-  In a d e q u a te  u se  o f i l lu s t r a t io n s

-  Im p r o p e r  la y o u t  and  d e s ig n

-  In c o m p le te n e s s  o f th e  m essage

U n t im e ly  re a ch  to th e  re a d e r

T h i s  v a r ia b l e  i s  o p e ra t io n a l is e d  a s  the  o b s t a c le  m  u t i l iz a t io n  

o f the  m agaz ine  due to  la te  re a ch  o f the  m agazine  w hen th e  re le v a n c e  

o f the  m e ssage  w as o v e r  Ite m s id e n t i f ie d  to m e a su re  th e  v a r ia b le  

w ere  a s  f o l lo w s



Item

1 T h e  m agaz ine  of one m onth d o e s not re a ch  th e  fa rm e r s  m  the

r e s p e c t iv e  m onth i t s e l f

2 When th e  m agaz ine  re a c h e s  the  fa rm e r s ,  th e  t im e  o f  p r a c t i s in g  the  

te c h n o lo g y  w i l l  be o v e r ,

T h e se  tw o ite m s  w e re  q u a n t if ie d  u s in g  a t h re e  p o in t  continuum  

a s  fo llo w e d  m  the  e a r l ie r  c a se s  T h e  s c o re  o f th e  c o n s t ra in t  b y  a 

re sp o n d e n t  o b ta in e d  b y  a d d in g  th e  s c o r e s  o f bo th  th e  ite m s  to g e th e r

L a c k  o f c l a r i t y  m  p r in t in g

L a c k  o f c l a r i t y  in  p r in t in g  i s  f u n c t io n a l ly  d e f in e d  a s  the

d i f f i c u l t ie s  fa ce d  b y  th e  s u b s c r ib e r  in  u t i l iz a t io n  o f the  m agaz ine  

due to in a d e q u a n c y  o f th e  s iz e  o f le t te r  and  p r in t in g  i r r e g u la r i t ie s  

Ite m s fo rm u la te d  to m e a su re  t h i s  v a r ia b le  w e re  a s  f o l lo w s

Item

1 T h e  le t te r  s i z e  u se d  in  th e  m agaz ine  i s  not a d e q u a te

2 T h e re  i s  o v e r la p p in g  in  p r in t in g  w h ic h  c a u se s  d i f f i c u l t y  in  re a d in g

3 Som e p a r t s  o f m e ssa ge  m ay not get c le a r ly  im p r in t e d  in  th e  m agaz ine

T h e se  ite m s  w ere  s c o re d  on th re e  p o in t  con tinuum  a s  m  the  

p r e v io u s  c a se s  S c o r e s  o b ta in e d  fo r  a l l  th e  ite m s w ere  ad d e d  up  to 

get the  s c o r e  fo r  th e  v a r ia b l e  b y  a re sp o n d e n t



Inadequate use of illustrations

In a d e q u a te  u se  o f i l l u s t r a t i o n s  w as o p e ra t io n a l is e d  a s  the

o b s t a c le  in  u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m agaz ine  due to la c k  o f s u f f ic ie n t  

i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and u se  o f c o n fu s in g  i l lu s t r a t io n s  Som e ite m s w ere  

id e n t i f ie d  to m easure  t h i s  v a r ia b le  a s  f o l lo w s

Item

1 I l l u s t r a t io n s  u se d  w i l l  le a d  to c o n fu s io n  ra t h e r  than  m a k in g  i t  c le a r

2 T he  in fo rm a t io n  i s  not e a s i l y  u n d e rs t a n d a b le  b ecau se  i t  i s  not 

s u p p o r te d  w ith  p ro p e r  i l l u s t r a t io n s

S c o re s  w ere  a s s ig n e d  to e ach  item  ba sed  on i t s  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  

to th e  m agaz ine  a s done m  th e  p r e v io u s  ca se s  S c o re s  o f bo th  the  

ite m s w e re  a d d e d  to g e th e r  to ge t th e  s c o r e  fo r  the  v a r ia b le

Im p r o p e r  la y o u t  and  d e s ig n

Im p r o p e r  la y o u t  and  d e s ig n  w as o p e ra t io n a l is e d  fo r  t h is  s t u d y

a s  th e  d e fe c t iv e  p la cem en t o f ite m s  in  th e  page s of th e  m agaz ine

k e e p in g  up  i t s  im p o rta n ce  seq u e n ce  and a t t ra c t io n  w h ic h  m ay becom e 

c o n s t r a in t s  in  u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m agaz ine  T h e se  l im it a t io n s  in c lu d e  

in a p p r o p r ia t e  a rra n ge m e n t o f  m e ssa ge , p h o to g ra p h s  and  in a d e q u a c y  

o f  ad  v e r t is e m e n t  re la te d  to r u b b e r  c u lt iv a t io n  T h e  ite m s  fo rm u la te d



to measure th is  variab le  are given below

1 T he  im p o rta n t  m e ssa ge s  a re  not p re se n te d  m  th e  f i r s t  few  page s

2 T he  r e g u la r ly  o c c u n n g  co lu m n s a re  not p re se n te d  in  th e  sam e page s

3 T he  p h o t o g ra p h s  a re  not p la c e d  m  a p p r o p r ia t e  p la c e s  w ith  p ro p e r  

c a p t io n s

4 Each  page  o f the  m agaz ine  i s  not im p r e s s iv e  to m ake  a te m pta tion  

to re a d

5 In fo rm a t iv e  a d v e r t is e m e n t s  r e la t in g  to  ru b b e r  c u lt iv a t io n  a re  not 

g iv e n  m  th e  m agazine

S c o re s  w ere  a s s ig n e d  in  th e  sam e way a s  done in  e a r l ie r  

c a se s  T o ta l s c o re  o b ta in e d  f o r  a l l  th e  f i v e  item s g a v e  th e  s c o re  fo r  

the  v a r ia b le  o f a re sp o n d e n t

In c o m p le te n e s s  o f th e  m e ssage

In c o m p le te n e s s  o f th e  m essage  i s  o p e r a t io n a l ly  d e f in e d  a s  the  

c o n s t ra in t  w h ic h  a r i s e s  w hen th e  in fo rm a t io n  c o n v e y e d  th ro u g h  m e ssage  

i s  in c o m p le te  o r  in s u f f ic ie n t  to be p r a c t is e d  m  th e  f i e ld  c o n d it io n

Ite m s id e n t i f ie d  fo r  m e a su r in g  t h i s  v a r ia b le s  i s  a s  g iv e n  be low

Item

1 Each  a r t ic le  o f th e  m agaz in e  do e s not g iv e  a l l  b a c k g ro u n d  d e t a i l s  

fo r  th e  b e n e f it  of a new re a d e r  w ho i s  b la n k  on th e  to p ic

not
2 A l l  th e  n a tu ra l d o u b ts  o f th e  re a d e r  a re  a n sw e re d  in  e v e r y  a r t ic le  

o f th e  m agaz ine



3 Som e m e ssa g e  c o n t a in s  o n ly  few  s t e p s  and  th e  fa rm e r  cannot put

in to  p r a c t ic e  in  th e  f i e l d

S c o r e s  w e re  a s s ig n e d  to  e a c h ,  and  p a t te rn  w a s  s im i l a r  to the  

p r e v io u s  c a s e s .  C u m u la t iv e  s c o r e  o f a l l  th e  th re e  ite m s  g a v e  th e  s c o re  

f o r  th e  v a r ia b l e

C o n s t r a in t s  at d e c o d in g  l e v e l

C o n s t r a in t s  a t th e  d e c o d in g  le v e l  w a s o p e r a t io n a l i s e d  a s  the

d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  u t i l i z a t io n  o f  th e  m agaz in e  due to  th e  p e c u la n t i e s  of

th e  a t t r ib u t e s  o f  in n o v a t io n  and  c r e d i b i l i t y  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  'R u b b e r ' 

m agaz ine  b y  th e  r e s p o n d e n t

I r r e le v a n c e  to a t t r ib u t e s  o f  in n o v a t io n

A t t r ib u t e s  o f in n o v a t io n  can  be  d e f in e d  a s  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

o f  th e  in n o v a t io n  s u c h  a s  i t s  r e l a t i v e  a d v a n ta g e  o v e r  th e  e x i s t i n g  

one, o b s e r v a b i l i t y  o f  r e s u l t s ,  c o m p a t ib i l i t y  w ith  t h e  fa rm in g  s i t u a t 

io n ,  d e g re e  o f c o m p le x it y  and  e x te n t  o f t r i a l a b i l i t y , th a t  d e te rm in e s  

th e  ra te  o f a d o p t io n  o f  th e  in n o v a t io n

I r r e le v a n c e  to  a t t r ib u t e s  o f in n o v a t io n  w a s  o p e r a t io n a l i s e d  

a s  in n a te  q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  in n o v a t io n  w h ic h  a c t a s  r e s t r i c t i o n s  in  th e

u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m a g a z in e  T h e  ite m s  fo rm u la te d  to  m e a su re  t h i s  

v a r ia b l e  a r e  g iv e n  b e lo w



1 T h e  n e w e r t e c h n o lo g y  th a t  a re  g iv e n  in  th e  m a ga z in e  a re  not p r o f i t 

a b le  th a n  e x i s t i n g  one

2 A d o p t io n  o f th e  m e ssa g e  g iv e n  i n v o l v e s  h ig h  i n i t i a l  c o s t

3 T h e  n e w e r te c h n o lo g y  g iv e n  a re  o f  h ig h  r i s k

4 A d o p t io n  o f  th e  m e s sa g e s  do  not h e lp  to s a v e  tim e

5 T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  in n o v a t io n s  th a t  a r e  g iv e n  t h r o u g h  th e  m a g a z in e  

a re  not o b s e r v a b le

6 T h e  in n o v a t io n s  s u g g e s te d  in  th e  m a g a z in e  a re  not c o m p a t ib le  w ith  

th e  c u ltu re  o f  th e  c l ie n t

7 M a t e r ia l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  th e  fa rm e r  a r e  not ta ke n  in to  c o n s id e r a t io n  

w h i le  s u g g e s t in g  in n o v a t io n s  in  th e  m a ga z in e

8 P o te n t ia l  o f th e  r e a d e r  to  a d o p t  i s  not ta ke n  in to  c o n s id e r a t io n  

w h i le  s u g g e s t in g  in n o v a t io n s  m  th e  m agaz in e

9 T h e  in n o v a t io n s  can no t be  t r ie d  on s m a l le r  s c a le  

10 T h e  in n o v a t io n s  a re  c o m p le x  to  p r a c t ic e

T h e se  ite m s  w e re  s c o r e d  a s  f o l lo w e d  in  th e  p r e v i o u s  c a s e s  

a nd  th e  s c o r e  o b ta in e d  f o r  e ach  item  w as a d d e d  u p to  g i v e  th e  s c o r e  

o f th e  v a r i a b l e  o f  a r e s p o n d e n t

L a c k  o f c r e d i b i l i t y  o f 'R u b b e r ' m a ga z in e

B e r io  (1 9 6 0 )  d e f in e d  c r e d i b i l i t y  a s  th e  d e g re e  to  w h ic h  th e  

c o m m u n ica t io n  i s  p e r c e iv e d  a s  t r u s t w o r t h y  and  c o m p e te n t  b y  th e  

r e c e iv e r  In  t h i s  c o n te x t ,  th e  v a r i a b l e  i s  o p e r a t io n a l i s e d  a s  th e



c o n s t r a in t s  m  u t i l i s i n g  th e  m agaz ine  due  to  the  in a d e q u a te  c r e d ib i l i t y  

a t ta c h e d  to  th e  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  a s  a m edium  o f com m un ication  in 

th e  t r a n s f e r  o f te c h n o lo g y  re la te d  to  th e  ru b b e r  c u lt iv a t io n  fo r  the  

r u b b e r  g r o w e r  To  f in d  out th e  e x te n t  o f c r e d ib i l i t y  a t ta ch e d  to 

'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine , i n i t i a l l y  se v e n  p o s s ib le  s o u rc e s  w h ic h  w ere  

s u p p o s e d  to  be com petent enough and f r e q u e n t ly  u sed  to g iv e  in fo rm a t 

ion  r e g a r d in g  r u b b e r  c u lt iv a t io n  to r u b b e r  g r o w e r s  w e re  id e n t if ie d  

T h e se  s e v e n  s o u rc e s  in c lu d e  r a d io ,  n e w sp a p e r ,  f ie ld  o f f ic e r  o f R u b b e r  

B o a rd ,  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine , o f f i c i a l s  o f S ta te  D ep artm en t o f A g r ic u lt u r e ,  

P r e s id e n t  o f R u b b e r  P r o d u c e r s ' S o c ie t y  and o th e r  r u b b e r  g ro w e r s  

T h e  re s p o n d e n t s  w ere  a s k e d  to  ra n k  th e se  se ve n  s o u rc e s  from  one 

to  se v e n  a c c o rd in g  to th e  e x te n t of c r e d ib i l i t y  a tta ch e d  to each one 

o f th e  ite m s  T h e  c r e d ib i l i t y  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  o n ly  w as c o n ve rte d  

from  ra n k  o r d e r  to s c o re s  W h ene ve r th e  m agazine  w as ra ted  a s the  

m ost c r e d ib le  so u rc e ,  a t ta c h in g  the  f i r s t  ra n k ,  i t  w as c le a r  th a t the  

c r e d ib i l i t y  fa c to r  w as not com ing  a s  a c o n s t ra in t  in  u t i l i s a t io n  o f the  

m agaz ine  L ik e w is e ,  w h e n e v e r  th e  c r e d ib i l i t y  a t ta ch e d  to th e  m agaz ine  

w as p e r c e iv e d  a s  th e  le a s t ,  i t  w as c o n s id e re d  to  be an im p o rta n t  

c o n s t r a in t  A c c o r d in g ly ,  m in im um  c o n s t r a in t  s c o re  w a s g iv e n  to th e  

m agaz ine  w hen i t  w as th e  m ost c r e d ib le  so u rc e  and m axim um  c o n s t ra in t  

s c o re ,  w hen  i t  w as th e  le a s t  c r e d ib le  one T he  s c o r in g  p a tte rn  w as 

a s  f o l lo w s



R an k  O rd e r  S c o re

1 1

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

6 6

7 7

S c o re  o b ta in e d  fo r  each re sp o n d e n t  g a v e  th e  s c o re  fo r  the

v a r ia b le

3 5 T e c h n iq u e s  o f d a ta  c o lle c t io n

T he  da ta  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  w ere  c o lle c te d  u s in g  a d i s t r ib u t e d  

c
q u e s t io n n a ire  T h e  re sp o n d e n t s  w ere  re q u e s te d  to m a rk  t h e i r  re sp o n se s  

in  p re se n ce  o f th e  in v e s t ig a t o r  T h e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  w as p re p a re d  in  

M a la ya lam  fo r  e a s in e s s  m  re a d in g  and a n sw e r in g  th e  q u e s t io n s  D o u b ts  

w ere  c la r i f i e d  in  d e t a i l  a s  and w hen r e q u ir e d ,  b y  p e r s o n a l ly  a s s i s t i n g  

each re sp o n d e n t  to f i l l  up th e  q u e s t io n n a ire

3 6 S t a t i s t ic a l  m e th o d s  u se d

Date c o l le c te d  from  th e  fa rm e r r e a d e r s  and  e x p e r t  re sp o n d e n t s  

were cod e d , ta b u la te d  and  a n a ly se d  u s in g  th e  f o l lo w in g  s t a t i s t ic a l  

m ethods



Pearson's product moment correlation

T h i s  c o e f f ic ie n t  w a s  u se d  to s tu d y  the  n a tu re  and  d e g re e  of 

r e la t io n s h ip  betw een each  o f th e  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f the 

re sp o n d e n t s  and th e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r ia b le  A n a ly s e s  w e re  a l s o  made 

betw een th e  c o n s t r a in t s  in  t r a n s f e r r in g  the  m essage  and  th e  dep enden t 

v a r ia b le  T h e  com puted  v a lu e  o f i t s  w as te sted  f o r  i t s  s ig n i f ic a n c e  

u s in g  th e  ta b le  v a lu e  o f S t u d e n t 's  ' t ' a t n -2  d e g re e s  o f fre ed om

M u lt ip le  r e g r e s s io n  a n a l y s i s

M u lt ip le  r e g r e s s io n  a n a l y s i s  w as u sed  to d e te rm in e  th e  jo in t  

in f lu e n c e  o f th e  s e le c te d  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t ic s  on th e  dep enden t 

v a r ia b le  T he  jo in t  in f lu e n c e  o f c o n s t ra in t s  m  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m essage  

on the  d ep end e n t v a r ia b l e  w a s a ls o  d e te rm in e d

T he  p e rce n ta ge  v a r ia t io n  e x p la in e d  by  the  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r 

i s t i c s  and th e  c o n s t r a in t s  in  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m e ssage  on th e  dep ende n t

v a r ia b le  w as e s t im a te d  b y  c a lc u la t in g  th e  c o e f f ic ie n t  o f d e te rm in a t io n  

2
(R  ) T h e  m u lt ip le  c o r r e la t io n  c o e f f ic ie n t  (R ) w h ic h  m e a su re s  the  

de g re e  of jo in t  r e l a t io n s h ip  betw een th e  p r e d ic t o r  and  p re d ic te d  

v a r ia b le s  w as a l s o  c a lc u la t e d  and th e se  w ere  a ls o  te ste d  f o r  s t a t i s t ic a l  

s ig n if ic a n c e

M u lt iv a r ia t e  pa th  c o e f f ic ie n t  a n a ly s i s

P a th  a n a l y s i s  o r i g i n a l l y  d e v e lo p e d  b y  W r ig h t  (1921 ) w as made 

u se  o f to a s s e s s  d i r e c t  and  in d ir e c t  e ffe c t o f the p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s



on the  d e p e n d e n t v a r ia b le  m  th e  p r e d ic t io n  m ode l T h e  r e la t iv e  c o n t r i 

bu tion  o f d if fe r e n t  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on th e  d ep ed en t v a r ia b l e  

w as a ls o  e v a lu a te d  th ro u g h  pa th  a n a ly s i s

Path  d ia g ra m

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f p a th  a n a ly s i s  w e re  p re se n te d  d ia g ra m m a t ic a l ly  

in  a d ia g ra m  c a l le d  p a th  d ia g ra m



‘Resu&ts



C H A P T E R - IV

R E S U L T S

T h i s  c h a p te r  d e a l s  w ith  r e s u l t s  o b ta in e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y  

K e e p in g  the  o b je c t iv e s  in  v ie w ,  th e  f in d in g s  a re  p re se n te d  m  the  

fo l lo w in g  sequ ence

1 D i s t r ib u t io n  o f r e s p o n d e n t s  b a se d  on t h e ir  s e le c te d  p e r so n a l

c h a r a c t e r i s t ic s

2 L e v e l  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  b y  th e  re sp o n d e n t s

3 R e la t io n s h ip  o f u t i l iz a t io n  of 'R u b b e r ' m agazine  b y  th e  re sp o n d e n t s

w ith  t h e i r  s e le c te d  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t ic s

4 C o n t r ib u t io n  of d i f f e r e n t  c o n s t r a in t s  in  t r a n s fe r r in g  th e  m essage

5 R e la t io n s h ip  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  b y  th e  re sp o n d e n t s

w ith  the  c o n s t r a in t s  in  t r a n s f e r r in g  the  m essage

D is t r ib u t io n  o f re s p o n d e n t s  b a se d  on t h e i r  s e le c te d  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r 

i s t i c s

An a t Jem pt w as m ade to know  the  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f re sp o n d e n t s  

b a se d  on t h e i r  s e le c te d  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t ic s  and  the  r e s u l t s  a re  

p re se n te d  in  T a b le  1

A  p e ru s a l  o f T a b le  1 re v e a le d  th a t m a jo r it y  o f re sp o n d e n t s  

w ere  in  h ig h  c a te g o ry  in  th e  ca se  of fo u r v a r ia b le s  nam e ly  e d u ca t io n , 

in n o v a t iv e n e s s ,  c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  and  le v e l  of k n o w le d g e  M axim um



num ber o f r e sp o n d e n t s  (69  5 p e r  cen t) m  h ig h  c a te g o ry  w as o b s e r v e d

fo r  the  v a r ia b le  e d u c a t io n ,  w h ic h  w as fo llo w e d  b y  in n o v a t iv e n e s s

'5 7  p e r  cen t) w ith  r e g a rd  to  a l l  o th e r  v a r ia b le s  m ore  th an  50 p e r

cent o f re sp o n d e n t s  w e re  found  m  low  ca te go ry  T h e  v a r ia b le  fa rm in g  

e x p e r ie n c e  h a d  m axim um  num ber o f re sp o n d e n t s  m  low c a te g o ry  (81 5 

p e r  cent) fo l lo w e d  b y  s i z e  o f h o ld in g  (77 pe r c e n t),  m a te r ia l p o s s e s s 

ion  (7 0 .5  p e r  c e n t ) ,  a n n u a l incom e (65  5 p e r  c e n t),  s o c ia l

p a r t ic ip a t io n  (61 5 p e r  c e n t) ,  m anagem ent o r ie n ta t io n  (55 p e r  cent) 

and age (53 5 p e r  cen t) m  th e  d e sc e n d in g  o rd e r

L e v e ls  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  by  the  re sp o n d e n t s

An e f fo r t  w a s m ade to know  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f the

re sp o n d e n t s  w ith  r e s p e c t  to t h e i r  le v e l  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r '

m agaz ine  and th e  r e s u l t s  a re  d e p ic te d  in  T a b le  2

An o v e r v ie w  o f  T a b le  2 re v e a le d  th a t the  r e s p o n d e n t s  v a r ie d  

to a c o n s id e r a b le  e x te n t  m  t h e i r  le v e l  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r '

m agazine  (2 8 -7 9 )  On f u r t h e r  c la s s i f ic a t io n  o f th e se  re sp o n d e n t s  to 

low  and  h ig h  c a t e g o ry ,  i t  w as found  th a t th e re  w as a lm o st  e q u a l 

d i s t r ib u t io n  o f r e s p o n d e n t s  in  both  th e  g ro u p s  T h e  n o t ic e a b le  fa c t  

i s  th a t th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  c o u ld  re a ch  o n ly  to  a m axim um  le v e l  o f 79 

in  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f ' R u b b e r ' m agaz ine , even tho ugh  t h e o r e t ic a l ly  th e y  

c o u ld  h a v e  a t ta in e d  an in d e x  u p to  100



T a b le  1. D i s t r ib u t io n  o f re sp o n d e n ts  b a se d  on t h e i r  se le c te d  p e r so n a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

(n = 200 )

S I
No

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s C a te go ry S c o re
ran ge

Num ber P e r cer

1 Age Low 2 1 -4 4 107 53 5

H igh 4 5 -7 5 93 46 5

2 E d u ca t io n Low 2 -4 61 30 5

H igh 5 -7 139 69 5

3 In n o v a t iv e n e s s Low 2 -9 86 43 0

H igh 10 -18 114 57 0

4 M anagem ent Low 3-11 110 55 0
o r ie n ta t io n

H igh 12 -13 90 45 00

5 S o c ia l Low 0 -3 123 61 5
p a r t ic ip a t io n

H igh 4 -7 77 38 5

6 C o sm o p o lit e n e s s Low 0 -3 97 48 5

H igh 4 -7 103 51 5

7 F a rm in g Low 1-21 163 81 5

e x p e r ie n c e  ( y e a r s ) H igh 2 2 -4 2 37 18 5

8 S iz e  o f h o ld in g Low 0 2 -5  83 154 77 0
( a c r e s )

H igh 5 8 4 -1 1 2 .5 46 23 0

9 M a te r ia l  p o s s e s s io n Low 6 0 0 0 -4 3 7 0 3 4  5 141 70 5
( R s  )

H igh 4 3 7 0 3 5 -6 0 0 0 0 0 0 59 29 5

10 A n nu a l in co m e  (R s  ) Low 1200 -28113  5 131 65 5

H igh 2 8 1 1 4 -4 2 0 0 0 0 69 34 5

11 L e v e l  o f Low 4-11 87 43 5
k n o w le d g e

H igh 12-17 113 56 6



T a b le  2 D i s t r ib u t io n  o f re sp o n d e n t s  b a se d  on t h e i r  l e v e l s  o f u t i l i z a t 
io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine

(n = 2 0 0 )

S I
No

C a te g o ry R ange ’'' Num ber P e r  cent

1 H ig h 5 2 -7 9  98 49

2 Low 28 -51  102 51

’’T o ta l  p o te n t ia l range  = 0 -1 00

R e la t io n s h ip  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  b y th e  re sp o n d e n t s

w ith  t h e i r  s e le c te d  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t ic s

T he  r e s u l t s  o f th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine  

b y  the  re sp o n d e n t s  w ith  t h e i r  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a re  p re se n te d  

m  T a b le  3

I t  w a s in d ic a t e d  th a t  o n ly  th re e  v a r ia b le s  n am e ly  m anagem ent 

o r ie n ta t io n ,  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  and c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  sh o w e d  s ig n i f ic a n t  

r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m aga z in e  T h e  v a r ia b le s  

m anagem ent o r ie n t a t io n  and  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  w e re  h a v in g  s ig n i f ic a n t  

r e la t io n s h ip  at 0 05 le v e l  o f s ig n if ic a n c e  w h i le  c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  h a v e  

s ig n i f ic a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip  a t  © 10 le v e l  o f s ig n i f ic a n c e  T h e  d e g re e  of 

r e la t io n s h ip  w as m axim um  in  the  ca se  j p f  m anagem ent o r ie n ta t io n  

( r  = 0 194) c lo s e ly  fo l lo w e d  b y  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  ( r  = 0 186) T he  

r e la t io n s h ip  o f o th e r  v a r ia b l e s  w ere  found  to be v e r y  lo w



T a b le  3 R e la t io n s h ip  betw een th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  
b y  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  and t h e i r  s e le c te d  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

(n = 2 0 0 )

V a r
No C h a r a c t e r i s t i c

C o r re la t io n
c o e f f ic ie n t

( r )

X 1
A ge 0 105

X 2
E d u c a t io n 0 119

X 3
In n o v a t iv e n e s s 0 108

X 4
M anagem ent o r ie n ta t io n 0 194

X 5
S o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n 0 186

X 6
C o sm o p o lite n e s s 0 166+

X 7
F a rm in g  e x p e r ie n c e 0 001

X 8
S iz e  of h o ld in g -0  093

X 9
M a te r ia l  p o s s e s s io n 0 002

X 10
A n n u a l incom e -0  019

X 11
L e v e l  o f k n o w le d ge 0 160

!! S ig n i f ic a n t  at 0 05 le v e l  

+ S ig n i f ic a n t  at 0 10 le v e l



M u lt ip le  r e g r e s s io n  a n a l y s i s

T h e  p ic t u re  g iv e n  b y  c o r re la t io n  c o e f f ic ie n t  sh o w e d  th a t th re e  

o f the  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  su c h  a s  m anagem ent o r ie n ta t io n ,  s o c ia l  

p a r t ic ip a t io n  and c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  had  som e  e ffe c t  on u t i l iz a t io n  of 

'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  b y  th e  re sp o n d e n t s  H o w e v e r,  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 

'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  w as not f u l l y  in f lu e n c e d  b y  any  one of th e se  

v a r ia b le s  se le c te d  m  is o la t io n ,  bu t b y  a l l  o f  them  a s  a p a rt  o f an 

in te rd e p e n d e n t  s y s te m  w ith  r e c ip r o c a l  and  in t e r a c t iv e  r e la t io n s h ip s  

Hence, th e  jo in t  in f lu e n c e  o f a l l  the  s e le c te d  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t ic s  

w as d e te rm in e d  th ro u g h  th e  m u lt ip le  r e g r e s s io n  a n a l y s i s  T he  v a r ia b le ,  

fa rm in g  e x p e r ie n c e  ( X ? ) w a s  d e le te d  fro m  m u lt ip le  r e g r e s s io n  a n a ly s i s  

s in c e  th e  c o r r e la t io n  c o e f f ic ie n t  o b ta in e d  f o r  th a t  v a r ia b le  w as 

n e g l i g ib ly  lo w  T h e  r e s u l t s  o f m u lt ip le  r e g r e s s io n  a n a ly s i s  o f the  

r e s t  s e le c te d  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i s  d i s p la y e d  in  T a b le  4

T h e  f in d in g s  o f th e  a n a ly s i s  r e v e a le d  th a t  o n ly  th re e  out of

the  ten s e le c te d  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t ic s  n a m e ly  e d u c a t io n ,  m anagem ent

o r ie n ta t io n  and  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  w ere  s ig n i f i c a n t  at 0 05 le v e l  in

e x p la in in g  th e  v a r ia t io n  in  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  by  the

2
r e sp o n d e n t s  T h e  c o e f f ic ie n t  o f d e te rm in a t io n  (R  ) w as found to be 

0 104 T h i s  sh o w e d  th a t  th e  v a r ia t io n  m  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' 

m agazine  to  an e x te n t  o f 10 4 p e r cent w as e x p la in e d  by  the  p re se n c e  

o f a l l  ten v a r ia b le s  pu t to g e th e r  T h i s  c o e f f ic ie n t  o f d e te rm in a t io n  

w as foun d  to  be s ig n i f i c a n t  a t 0  01 le v e l  o f p r o b a b i l i t y



T a b le  4 R e s u lt s  o f m u lt ip le  r e g r e s s io n  a n a ly s i s  o f s e le c te d  p e r so n a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  re sp o n d e n t s  w ith  t h e i r  u t i l iz a t io n  of 
'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine

(n = 2 0 0 )

V a r 
N o .

C h a r a c t e r is t ic R e g re s s io n
c o e f f ic ie n t

t va lu e

X 1
Age 0 11015 1 852

X 2
E d u ca t io n 1 .3405 2 036 "

X 3
In n o v a t iv e n e s s 0 33078 1 076

X 4
M anagem ent o r ie n t a t io n 1 1698 2 .3630

X 5
S o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n 1 0032 2 462

X 6
C o sm o p o lite n e s s 0 79646 1 705

X 8
S iz e  o f h o ld in g -0  06907 - 1 .111

X 9
M a te r ia l  p o s s e s s io n -0  000000438 -0 334

X 10
A n nu a l incom e 0 00000868 0 084

X 11
L e v e l o f k n o w le d g e 0 49154 1 677

2
R (c o e f f ic ie n t  o f d e te rm in a t io n )  = 1^ 9 p e r  cent

A ju s te d  R = 10 4 p e r  cent

F v a lu e = 3 32-"-"

" S ig n i f ic a n t at 0 .05 le v e l

'•"•‘''S ig n i f ic a n t at 0 01 le v e l



Path  a n a ly s i s

T h e  s im p le  c o r r e la t io n  c o e f f ic ie n t s  in d ic a t e d  th e  d eg ree  and  

natu re  o f r e l a t io n s h ip  o f th e  se le c te d  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w ith  

the  u t i l iz a t io n  o f  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  b y  th e  re sp o n d e n t s ,  w h i le  the  

m u lt ip le  r e g r e s s io n  a n a l y s i s  re v e a le d  th e  c o m b in e d  in f lu e n c e  o f a l l  

s e le c te d  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on u t i l iz a t io n  o f  th e  m agaz ine  I t  

cou ld  be o f in t e r e s t  to  s p l i t  th e  am ount o f r e l a t io n s h ip  th a t  a p a r t ic u la r  

c h a r a c t e r i s t ic s  h a d  w ith  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f t h i s  m agaz ine  in to  ( 1) i t s  

d ir e c t  in f lu e n c e  on th e  u t i l iz a t io n  of th e  m agaz in e  and  ( 11) th e  

p o s s ib le  in d i r e c t  e ffe c t  on th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m agaz ine  S in c e  t h i s  

s o r t  o f in f lu e n c e  w as not a v a i la b le  m  th e  e a r l ie r  a n a l y s i s ,  th e  da ta  

w ere  s u b je c te d  to th e  m u lt iv a r ia t e  pa th  a n a l y s i s  m  o rd e r  to get th e  

d e s i r e d  in fo rm a t io n  T h e  pa th  a n a l y s i s  w o u ld  em pow e r one to e s t im a te  

s e p e r a te ly  d i r e c t  and  in d i r e c t  e f fe c t s  o f each  se le c te d  p e r so n a l 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m aga z in e  and the  r e s u l t s  

a re  sh o w n  in  T a b le s  5 and 6

I t  w a s in t e r e s t in g  to  note th a t  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  had  th e

h ig h e s t  d i r e c t  e ffe c t  on u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  fo llo w e d  b y

m anagem ent o r ie n t a t io n  T h e  re m a in in g  v a r ia b le s  su c h  a s  e d u ca t io n ,

age, c o s m o p o lit e n e s s ,  le v e l  o f k n o w le d ge ,  in n o v a t iv e n e s s ,  ann ua l

incom e, m a te r ia l  p o s s e s s io n  and  s iz e  o f h o ld in g  had  c o m p a ra t iv e ly

s m a lle r  d i r e c t  e f fe c t s  on u t i l iz a t io n  o f  m agaz ine  in  th a t o rd e r  T h e

T a b le  f u r t h e r  r e v e a le d  th a t  c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  p o s s e s s e d  h ig h e s t  to ta l 

in d ir e c t  e ffe c t  fo l lo w e d  b y  le v e l  o f k n o w le d ge



T a b le  5 P a th  a n a l y s i s  o f s e le c te d  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of th e  r e sp o n d e n t s  w ith  t h e i r  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r 1 
m agaz ine

X 1 X 2 X 3 X 4 X 5 X 6 x s X 3 X 1I

C o r r e la t io n
c o e f f ic ie n t

X 1
.1364 - . 0 4 3 6 0056 -  0188 0214 .00587 -  0077 -  0061 0007 01143 0 .1 0 5

X 2
-  0403 1477 -  0003 .0215 -  0041 -  0071 .0008 -  0030 0001 0022 0 .1 1 9

X 3
0103 -  0005 0737 0134 .0064 0090 -  0018 0008 -  0007 - .0 0 2 3 0 .1 0 8

X 4
- .0 1 5 5 .0202 0059 .16547 -  01189 0063 0109 0049 - .0 0 0 5 6 .0085 . 1 9 4 '

X 5
0171 -  0035 0028 -  0115 1699 .0147 -  0094 -  0004 0004 0096 . 186*

X 6
0066 - .0 0 8 8 00567 .00873 02124 11766 00778 - .0 0 1 3 000337 0079 .166

X 8
01255 - .0 0 1 4 7 0016 -  0213 + 01886 -  01082 -  08461 -  01120 0022 + 001 - . 0 9 3

X 9
.030 0161 - .00 21 -  0292 02549 0055 - .0 3 4 8 2 -  0278 .0029 .0155 .002

X 10
0158 0019 -  008 - . 0 1 4 0112 0061 -  0297 -  0124 0064 0035 - . 0 1 9

X 11
.0135 0028 -  0015 .01224 014278 .0081 -  0008 - .0 0 3 7 0002 11509 .160

X 1 = A ge
X 6

= C o sm o p o lit e n e s s

X 2
= E d u c a t io n x e = S iz e  o f h o ld in g

X 3 = In n o v a t iv e n e s s
X 9

= M a te r ia l  p o s s e s s io n

X 4 = M anagem ent o r ie n ta t io n
X 10

= A n n u a l incom e

X 5
= S o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n

X 11
= L e v e l  o f k n o w le d g e



T a b le  6 R ank  o r d e r  o f s e le c te d p e r so n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f th e re s p o n d e n t s  m p a th  a n a l y s i s
fn -  9001

V a r . C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
D ir e c t e ffe c t T o ta l in d i r e c t  

e ffe c t
L a r g e s t  i n d i r e c t  

e ffe c t

No
E f fe c t R an k E ffe c t R ank E ffe c t T h ro u g h

v a r ia b l e
No.

X 1
Age 0 1364 IV - 0  0314 IX 0 0214

X 5

X 2 E d u c a t io n 0 1477 I I I - 0  0287 V I I I 0 .0 2 1 5
X 4

X 3
In n o v a t iv e n e s s 0 0737 V I I 0 0348 I I I 0 0134

X 4

X 4
M anagem ent o r ie n t a t io n 0 1655 I I 0 .0 2 8 5 V 0 .0202

X 2

X 5
S o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n 0 1699 I 0 0161 V I 0 0171

X 1

X 6
C o sm o p o lite n e s s 0 1176 V 0 0484 I 0 .0 21 2

X 5

X 8
S iz e  o f h o ld in g - 0  0846 X -0  0084 X 0 0188

X 5

X 9
M a t e r ia l  p o s s e s s io n - 0  0278 IX 0 0298 IV 0 .0 3 0

X 1

X 10
A n n u a l incom e 0 0064 V I I I - 0  0254 V I I 0 0158

X 1

X 11
L e v e l  o f k n o w le d g e 0 11509 V I 0 0449 I I 0 .0 1 4 2

X 5

oc
a



T h e  T a b le  a l s o  e x p la in e d  th e  v a r ia b l e s  su c h  a s  age, 

c o s m o p o lit e n e s s ,  s i z e  o f h o ld in g  and  le v e l  o f k n o w le d g e  had  t h e i r  

la r g e s t  i n d i r e c t  e ffe c t  th ro u g h  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  S o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  

m  tu rn  i s  h a v in g  i t s  la r g e s t  in d i r e c t  e ffe c t  th ro u g h  age

C o n t r ib u t io n  o f d if fe r e n t  c o n s t r a in t s  m  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m essage

An  e f f o r t  w as m ade to  f in d  out th e  c o n t r ib u t io n  o f d if fe re n t  

c o n s t r a in t s  in  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m e ssa ge  and  r e s u l t s  a re  d e p ic te d  m  

T a b le  7

I t  w as re v e a le d  from  th e  T a b le  th a t  fa u lt y  p e rc e p t io n  o f a ud ie nce  

p r o f i le  b y  th e  a u th o r  a s  p re c e iv e d  b y  th e  re a d e r  w as id e n t if ie d  by  

m ost o f  th e  r e sp o n d e n t s  a s  the  m a jo r c o n s t ra in t  a t en co d in g  le v e l,  

fo l lo w e d  b y  d e fe c t iv e  id e n t i f ic a t io n  of m e ssa ge  u n it s

A t  th e  t r a n s m is s io n  le v e l ,  u n t im e ly  re a ch  to  the  au d ie n ce  

fo llo w e d  b y  in c o m p le te n e s s  o f the  m e ssa ge  w ere  p ro je c te d  a s  m ajor 

c o n s t r a in t s  in  u t i l i s i n g  th e  'R u b b e r 1 m agaz ine

T h e  tw o c o n s t r a in t s  nam e ly  th e  i r r e le v a n c e  o f a t t r ib u t e s  of 

in n o v a t io n  and  la c k  o f  c r e d ib i l i t y  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  w ere  ra n k e d  

f i r s t  and  se c o n d  in  th a t  o r d e r  a s  th e  m ajor c o n s t r a in t s  at d e c o d in g  

le v e l  in  u t i l i z i n g  th e  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine



T a b le  7. C o n tr ib u t io n  o f  d if fe re n t  c o n s t ra in t s  m  t r a n s f e r r in g  the m essage

(n = 200 )

V a r
No.

C h a r a c t e r is t ic s P o te n t ita l
s c o re

O b ta in e d
sc o re

In d e x Rank

A  E n c o d in g  le v e l

X 12
Im p ro p e r  se le c t io n  o f m essage 2400 640 26 92 I I I

X 13
F a u lty  p e rc e p t io n  o f aud ience  
p r o f i le  b y  the  a u th o r as 
p e r c e iv e d  b y  the  re a d e r

1200 485 40 45 I

x u
D e fe c t iv e  id e n t if ic a t io n  o f 
m essage  u n it s

800 277 34 63 I I

X 15
C o n fu s in g  s t y le  o f w r it in g 4400 1120 25 45 IV

X 16
In a p p ro p r ia t e  t it le  o f the  
m essage

B T ra n sm is s io n  le v e l

1600 264 16 5 V

X 17
U n t im e ly  re a ch  to th e  aud ience 800 350 44 13 I

X 18
L a c k  o f c la r i t y  in  p r in t in g 1200 375 31 25 IV

X 19
In ad e q u a te  use  of i l lu s t r a t io n s 800 257 32 13 I I I

X 20
Im p ro p e r  la y o u t  and d e s ig n 2000 535 26 75 V

X 27
In co m p le te n e ss  o f m essage  

C D e cod in g  le v e l

1200 471 39 25 I I

X 22
Ir r e le v a n c e  to a t t r ib u te s  of 
in n o v a t io n

4000 1573 39 35 I

X 23
L a c k  o f c r e d ib i l i t y  o f 'R u b b e r ' 
m agazine

1400 537 38 35 I I



R e la t io n s h ip  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b o e r ' m agaz ine  b y  th e  re sp o n d e n t s  

w ith  th e  c o n s t r a in t s  in  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m essage

T h e  r e la t io n s h ip  betw een th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  

b y  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  and  th e  c o n s t r a in t s  m  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m essage  

i s  shown m  T a b le  8

I t  w a s c le a r  fro m  th e se  r e s u l t s  th a t  none o f th e  c o n s t r a in t s  

had  any  s ig n i f i c a n t  r e la t io n  w ith  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  

b y  the  r e sp o n d e n t s  B u t th e re  e x i s t s  som e r e la t io n s h ip  betw een th e se  

c o n s t r a in t s  and  u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m agazine  A t  e n co d in g  le v e l ,  

d e fe c t iv e  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f m essage  u n it s ,  c o n fu s in g  s t y le  o f w r it in g  

and in a p p r o p r ia t e  t i t l e  o f m essage  had  p o s it iv e  r e l a t io n s h ip  w ith  the  

u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  b y  th e  r e sp o n d e n t s ,  w h i le  im p ro p e r  

se le c t io n  o f m e ssa ge  and  fa u lt y  p e rc e p t io n  o f a u d ie n ce  p r o f i le  b y  the  

a u th o r  a s  p e r c e iv e d  b y  th e  re a d e r  had  a n e g a t iv e  t re n d

L a c k  o f  c l a r i t y  in  p r in t in g  and in a d e q u a te  u se  o f i l l u s t r a t io n s  

sh o w e d  p o s i t i v e  t r e n d  m  t h e ir  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 

'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  a t t r a n s m is s io n  le v e l  In c o m p le te n e s s  o f m e ssage , 

u n t im e ly  re a c h  to  th e  re a d e r  and im p ro p e r  la y o u t  and  d e s ig n  re c o rd e d  

a n e g a t iv e  t r e n d  at t r a n s m is s io n  le v e l

Both  th e  c o n s t r a in t s  at the  d e c o d in g  le v e l  n am e ly  i r r e le v a n c e  

to  a t t r ib u t e s  o f in n o v a t io n  and la c k  o f c r e d ib i l i t y  o f  'R u b b e r ' 

m agaz ine  sh o w e d  a p o s i t i v e  tre n d



T a b le  8 . R e la t io n sh ip  between the  u t il iz a t io n  of 'R u b b e r ' m agazine  by  the 
re sp o n d e n ts  and the  c o n s t ra in t s  in  t r a n s fe r r in g  the  m essage

(n = 200 )

V a r
No C h a ra c te r is t ic

C o rre la t io n
co e ff ic ie n t

( r )

A  E nco d in g  le v e l

X 12
Im p ro p e r  se le c t io n  o f m essage -0 .0 0 5

X 13 F a u lty  pe rcep t ion  o f a ud ie nce  p r o f i le  by  th e -0  037
I o a u th o r a s p e rc e iv e d  b y  the  re a d e r

X 14
D e fe c t iv e  id e n t if ic a t io n  of m essage  un its 0 065

X 15
C o n fu sin g  s t y le  o f w r it in g 0 045

X 16
In a p p ro p r ia t e  t it le  o f the  m essage 0 008

B T ra n sm is s io n  le v e l

X 17
U ntim e ly  reach  to the  re a d e r -0  071

X 18
Lack  of c la r i t y  m  p r in t in g 0 046

X 19
Inadeq ua te  use of i l lu s t r a t io n s 0 042

X 20
Im p ro p e r  la yo u t and  d e s ig n - 0  150

X 21
In co m p le ten e ss  o f th e  m essage -0  005

C D ecod ing  le v e l

X 22
Ir r e le v a n c e  to a t t r ib u te  o f in n o va t io n 0 039

X 23
La ck  of c r e d ib i l i t y  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine 0 064



M u lt ip le  r e g r e s s io n  a n a ly s i s

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f m u lt ip le  r e g r e s s io n  a n a l y s i s  a re  g iv e n  in  T a b le  9

I t  i s  e v id e n t  fro m  T a b le  9 th a t  o n ly  fa u lt y  p e r c e p t io n  of a ud ie nce  

p r o f i le  b y  th e  a u th o r  a s  p e r c e iv e d  b y  th e  r e a d e r  had  s ig n if ic a n t  

c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  of 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  b y  the  re sp o n d e n ts  

a t 0 1 le v e l  o f p r o b a b i l i t y  No o th e r  v a r ia b le  sh o w e d  any  s ig n if ic a n t  

c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  of th e  m agaz ine



T a b le  9 R e s u lt s  o f m u lt ip le  r e g r e s s io n  a n a l y s i s  o f c o n s t r a in t s  in  t r a n s f e r r 
in g  th e  m e ssa ge  w ith  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine

V a r.
No

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c R e g re s s io n
c o e f f ic ie n t

' t ’ v a lu e

A  E n c o d in g  le v e l

X 12
Im p r o p e r  s e le c t io n  o f m essage - 0  17737 -0 449

X 13
F a u lt y  p e r c e p t io n  o f a u d ie n ce  p r o f i le  
b y  th e  a u th o r  a s  p e r c e iv e d  b y  the  
a u th o r

-1 0109 -1 748+

X 14
D e fe c t iv e  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  m e ssage  
u n it s

0 33976 0 417

X 15
C o n fu s in g  s t y le  o f w r it in g  

B T r a n s m is s io n  le v e l

0 29775 1 286

X 17
U n t im e ly  re a c h  to th e  re a d e r - 0  42143 -0 551

X 18
L a c k  o f c l a r i t y  in  p r in t in g 0 29977 1 162

X 19
In a d e q u a te  u se  o f  i l lu s t r a t io n s 1 3294 1 485

X20
Im p r o p e r  la y o u t  and  d e s ig n - 0  54482 - 0 923

X 21
In c o m p le te n e s s  o f m essage  

D D e c o d in g  le v e l

0 33766 0 586

X 22
Ir r e le v a n c e  to a t t r ib u t e s  o f 
in n o v a t io n

-0  00394 -0 161

X 23
L a c k  o f c r e d ib i l i t y  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine 0 25975 0

COo

S i g n i f ic a n t  a t 0 1 le v e l
2

R (c o e f f ic ie n t  o f  d e te rm in a t io n )  = 9 p e r cent
2

A d ju ste d  R = 2 1  p e r  cent

F va lu e  = 1 30



'Discussion



C H A P T E R -V

D IS C U S S IO N

T h i s  c h a p te r  p re se n t s  th e  d i s c u s s io n  on th e  r e s u lt s  o b ta in e d

m  t h i s  s t u d y  I t  i s  a r ra n g e d  in  th e  seq u e n ce  a s th a t  o f th e  r e s u lt s ,  

su c h  a s  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f re sp o n d e n t s  b a se d  on t h e i r  se le c te d  

p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  le v e l  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  

b y  th e  r e sp o n d e n t s ,  r e l a t io n s h ip  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  

b y  th e  re sp o n d e n t s  w ith  t h e i r  s e le c te d  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,

c o n t r ib u t io n  o f d i f fe r e n t  c o n s t r a in t s  in  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m e ssa ge , and  

th e  r e l a t io n s h ip  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine  b y  th e  re sp o n d e n t s  

w ith  th e  c o n s t r a in t s  m  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m essage

4 1 D i s t r ib u t io n  o f re sp o n d e n t s  b a se d  on t h e i r  se le c te d  p e r so n e l

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

A  c lo s e  o b s e r v a t io n  o f th e  p r o f i le  o f th e  sa m p le  p re se n te d  

m  T a b le  1, in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  sa m p le  w as m ore o r  le s s  fo l lo w in g  

an even  d i s t r ib u t io n ,  e x c e p t  fo r  a few  v a r ia b le s

F u r t h e r  it  c o u ld  be o b s e r v e d  from  the  r e s u l t s  th a t  e d u ca t io n

w as f a i r l y  h ig h  f o r  the  e n t ire  s a m p le  a s  in d ic a t e d  by  th e  good

num ber o f r e sp o n d e n t s  m  th e  h ig h  g ro u p  T h i s  m ig h t  be due to the

h ig h e r  l i t e r a c y  le v e l  o f th e  s ta te  in  toto  and o f th e  h ig h e r  le v e l s

o f fo rm a l e d u ca t io n  o f the  fa rm in g  p o p u la t io n  p a r t ic u la r l y  m  t h is



c o m m e rc ia l c ro p  w h ic h  i s  m ore o r  l e s s  re m u n e ra t iv e  e n t e r p r is e  U n l ik e  

o th e r  c r o p s  m  K e ra la ,  th e re  w as a trem end ou s in c r e a s e  in  th e  a re a  

o f  r u b b e r  d u r in g  the  recen t p a st  and  m ore  num ber o f educated  yo u th  

h a s  e n te re d  t h i s  e n te r p r is e  p ro m p te d  b y  i t s  h ig h  r e t u r n s ,  and a d o p te d  

t h i s  a s  an a re a  of se lf -e m p lo y m e n t .  T h e re  w as in c re a s e  m  a re a  u n d e r 

r u b b e r  c u lt iv a t io n  m  th e  S ta te  from  23770  ha  in  1981 -82  to 379670  h a  m  

1988 -89  (G ove rnm en t o f K e ra la ,  1991 ).

S im i l a r l y ,  th e  sa m p le  a ls o  sh o w e d  a good  s ta n d in g  in  the  

c a se  o f in n o v a t iv e n e s s  I t  i s  o n ly  n a tu ra l to ge t t h i s  re s u lt  a s  th e  

p u b l i s h e r s  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine , R u b b e r  B o a rd ,  h a s  been c o n s t a n t ly  

m o t iv a t in g  th e  fa rm e r s  to a d o p t  new te c h n o lo g y ,  p a r t ic u la r l y  t r y in g  

to  b r in g  a l l  in n o v a t iv e  fa rm e r s  u n d e r  th e  f o ld  o f t h e i r  u m b re lla  H ig h  

in n o v a t iv e n e s s  am ong ru b b e r  g r o w e r s  h a s  go t a b a c k in g  of h i s t o r y  

as t h i s  i s  an in t ro d u c e d  c ro p  m  K e r a la  w h ic h  w as o r i g in a l l y  a d o p te d  

b y  th e  h i g h l y  in n o v a t iv e  fa rm in g  se c t io n ,  and  la t e r  b y  o th e r  p r o g r e s s i v e  

f a rm e r s  A b o v e  a l l ,  t h i s  c ro p  i s  h i g h l y  re m u n e ra t iv e  and  le s s  r i s k y  

co m p a re d  to  o th e r  a g r ic u lt u r a l  c r o p s  o f  the  s ta te ,  m ak in g  m ore 

a d o p t io n  o f th e  a d v a n ce d  te c h n o lo g y  ou t o f t h e i r  in n o v a t iv e n e s s

L ik e w is e ,  th e  sa m p le  sh o w e d  th a t  m ost o f th e  re sp o n d e n t s  

w ere  in  th e  h ig h  c a te g o ry  m  th e  c a se  o f  c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  and le v e l  

o f k n o w le d g e  B y  na tu re , th e  hom e co n su m p tio n  o f the  a g r ic u lt u r a l  

p ro d u c e  o f t h i s  c ro p  i s  n e g l ig ib le  and  f o r  the  sm oo th  m a rk e t in g  of 

th e  p ro d u c e  one had  to h a v e  a net w o rk  o f  c o n ta c ts  o u t s id e  h i s  s o c ia l



sy s te m  So , f o r  th e  r u b b e r  g ro w e r,  h ig h  c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  tu rn e d  to 

be an in e v it a b le  re q u ire m e n t.

A s  noted  e ls e w h e re ,  t h i s  in t ro d u c e d  c ro p  h a d  a good  e s t a b l i s h 

ment m  t h i s  p a r t  due to th o ro u g h  t r a n s fe r  o f t e c h n o lo g y  ge a re d  by  

th e  'R u b b e r  B o a r d ' A  good  net w o rk  o f R u b b e r  P r o d u c e r s ' S o c ie t ie s  

w ere  e s t a b l i s h e d  re c e n t ly  w ith  th e  o b je c t iv e s  o f s t re n g th e n in g  the  

s y s te m  o f  t r a n s fe r  o f te c h n o lo g y  to sm a ll  fa rm e r s  and  to m ake sm a ll 

fa rm e r s  a w a re  o f th e  a d v a n ce d  p r o c e s s in g  and  m a rk e t in g  o f the

p ro d u ce  A g a in ,  th e  R u b b e r  P r o d u c e r s ' S o c ie t ie s  m ig h t  a ls o  have  

p la y e d  a good  r o le  m  im p ro v in g  the  le v e l  o f k n o w le d g e  o f the  ru b b e r  

g r o w e r s  w ith  th e  c o n sta n t  e x te n s io n  con tact b u i l t  m  i t s  s y s te m  M o re 

o v e r ,  th e  h ig h  in fo rm a t io n  se e k in g  b e h a v io u r  o f th e  r u b b e r  g ro w e rs ,  

en cou raged  b y  th e  h ig h  paym en ts o f the  c ro p  i s  a l s o  to be taken

in to  c o n s id e r a t io n  a s  a re a so n  fo r  the  h ig h  le v e l  o f k n o w le d g e

I t  i s  to  be noted  th a t fo r  th e  v a r ia b le  fa rm in g  e xp e r ie n c e ,

m ost o f th e  r e sp o n d e n t s  w ere  found accum u la ted  m  low  c a te g o ry  T he  

p ro b a b le  re a so n  m ig h t  be th a t  yo u n ge r age g ro u p  m ig h t  h a ve  been

in c lu d e d  m ore  m  th e  sa m p le  s in c e  it  w as ran dom  sa m p le  of the

s u b s c r ib e r s  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  and th e  y o u n ge r  age  g ro u p  m igh t

be u t i l i z i n g  th e  p r in t  m edium  m ore than  th e  o ld e r  age  g ro u p .  I t  i s  

n a tu ra l to se e  l e s s  fa rm in g  e x p e r ie n c e  fo r  y o u n g e r  age  g ro u p  T h i s  

w as s u p p o r te d  b y  a good  num ber o f re sp o n d e n t s  f a l l in g  in  low

c a te g o ry  f o r  th e  v a r ia b l e  age a lso



T h e  v a r ia b l e s  s iz e  o f h o ld in g ,  m a te r ia l p o s s e s s io n  and annua l 

incom e had  t h e i r  r e sp o n d e n t s  m ore in  th e  low  g ro u p  T h e  low  c a te g o ry  

o f s iz e  o f h o ld in g  w a s co n fin e d  to w it h in  f i v e  a c r e s ,  so  a l l  th e  low

c a te g o ry  re sp o n d e n t s  c o u ld  be c a lle d  a s  s m a ll  f a rm e r s  T h e re  w as 

an u p sw in g  m  th e  nu m be r o f sm a ll f a rm e r s  a d o p t in g  r u b b e r  c u lt iv a t io n  

p r o b a b ly  due to i t s  h ig h e r  re tu rn s  T h e  L an d  R e fo rm s  A c t  in t ro d u c e d  

in  K e r a la  tw o d e c a d e s  b a c k ,  w h ic h  w as a p io n e e r  attem pt m  the  

c o u n try ,  h a s  a l s o  le d  to fra gm e n ta tio n  o f h o ld in g s ,  w h ic h  c re a te d

o f m ore num ber o f s m a ll  fa rm e r s  T h i s  a l s o  m ig h t  h a v e  c o n t r ib u te d  

m ge tt in g  th e  p re se n t  r e s u l t s  w ith  m ore  s m a l l  f a rm e r s  in  the  sa m p le

In  th e  c a se  o f  m a te r ia l p o s s e s s io n  and  a ls o  f o r  annua l incom e, 

a good  num ber o f re sp o n d e n t s  w ere  found  in  th e  lo w  ca te go ry  T he  

m te r c o r r e la t io n  ( A p p e n d ix - I )  betw een s iz e  o f h o ld in g  and m a te r ia l 

p o s s e s s io n  a 5 w e ll a s  s iz e  o f h o ld in g  and  annua l incom e  sh o w e d  s t ro n g  

s ig n i f ic a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip s  So, i t  i s  lo g ic a l  to h a v e  m a jo r it y  of 

re sp o n d e n t s  m  lo w  c a te g o ry  fo r  th e se  tw o v a r ia b l e s  a s  the s iz e  of 

h o ld in g  w as a ls o  h a v in g  th e  m a jo r ity  in  low  c a te g o ry .

4 2 L e v e l  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m a ga z in e  b y  th e  re sp o n d e n t s

T h e  r e s u l t s  in  T a b le  2 re v e a le d  th a t  th e re  w a s  a c o n s id e ra b le  

v a r ia t io n  in  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m aga z in e  th o u g h  a lm o st e q u a l 

num ber o f r e sp o n d e n t s  h a v e  been foun d  m  lo w  and  h ig h  c a te g o ry  

T he  re sp o n d e n t s  c o u ld  not a t ta in  th e  f u l l  p o te n t ia l in  u t i l iz a t io n  of 

the  m agaz ine  (T h e  m axim um  p o te n t ia l s c o r e  b e in g  100)



F l 9  3  2 0 t ^ l a 9 ? m , s h o w i n 9 t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n
on t h e i r  l e v e l  o r  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  . Rub b e r  ‘ ^ i " * b a s e d

[ M U  -  LOW C A T E G O R Y  

I S  -  h i g h  C A T E G O R Y



T h e se  f in d in g s  p o in t  to c e r t a in  r e a d in g  h a b it s  o f a h i g h ly  

l i t e r a t e  s o c ie t y  A s  K la r e  (1963) p o in te d  out th a t  p e rp e c tu a l h a b it s  

in  r e a d in g ,  once th e y  a re  f i r m ly  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  becom e ra t h e r

m e c h a n ic a l in  natu re  In  su c h  c a se s  re a d in g  a c h ie v e m e n t s  becom e le s s ,  

u n le s s  th e re  i s  a se t  to le a rn  w h ic h  i s  a s p e c i f i c  k in d  o f m o t iv a t io n  

N e v e r t h e le s s ,  t h i s  's e t  to le a r n ' w o u ld  a lw a y s  be  in flu e n ce d  b y  the  

f e l t  n e e d s  o f  th e  i n d i v id u a l  a ls o  T h e  v a r ia t io n  m  fe lt  ne ed s m ig h t  

h a v e  c o n t r ib u te d  to the  d i f f e r e n t ia l  u t i l iz a t io n  o f  th e  m agazine

T h e  p r in c ip le  o f 's e l e c t i v i t y  in  a t t e n t io n ' o f the  r e a d e r s

m ig h t  be a n o th e r  p la u s ib le  re a so n  fo r  th e  v a r ia t io n  m  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 

th e  m agaz in e  and t h e ir  i n a b i l i t y  to a t ta in  th e  f u l l  p o te n t ia l T h i s

p r i n c ip l e  s u g g e s t s  th a t a t any  g iv e n  m om ent, th e  r e c e iv e r  a tte n d s  

to o n ly  a s m a ll  p o rt io n  o f th e  s e n s o r y  in fo rm a t io n  p r o v id e d  b y  h i s  

e n v iro n m e n t ,  and  he o r g a n is e s  it  m  c e r ta in  w a y s  ( S e c o rd  and B ackm an , 

1964) W h ile  re a d in g  the  m agaz ine , t h i s  s e le c t iv e  a tte n tio n  m ig h t  h a ve  

w o rk e d  le a d in g  th e  re a d e r  to co n ce n tra te  on c e r t a in  a sp e c t s  and a ttend  

w e l l  o n ly  to them  r e s u lt in g  m  d i f f e r e n t ia l  u t i l iz a t io n  o f the  'R u b b e r '

m agaz in e

A n o th e r  ra t io n a le  th a t  c o u ld  be  a t t r ib u t e d  to th e se  f in d in g s  

re la t e d  to th e  s t y le  o f re a d in g  o f r e s p o n d e n t s ,  in  p a r t ic u la r  the  

s k im m in g  b e h a v io u r ,  a s  W a m w n g h t  (1 9 72 ) put i t ,  w h e re in  the  re a d e r  

s e e k s  out the  im p o rtan t in fo rm a t io n  th a t  th e  w 'l t e r  i s  t r y in g  to 

com m un ica te  and d i s c a r d in g  e v e r y t h in g  th a t  i s  o f  se c o n d a ry  o r



m in o r im p o r ta n c e ,  th ro u g h  q u ic k  e y e  m ovem ents a c r o s s  and  dow n the

page  S k im m in g  m ay not le a d  to f u l l  u t i l iz a t io n ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  fo r  a 

t e c h n ic a l  w r it e  up  l i k e  in  the  farm  m agaz ine  'R u b b e r '

T h e se  a p a r t ,  th e  d e f ic ie n c ie s  m  s to ra g e  and  fo l lo w -u p  o f the

m agaz ine , in f lu e n c e d  b y  in h e re n t  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  m igh t a ls o  

h a v e  in f lu e n c e d  th e  v a r ia t io n  m  u t i l iz a t io n  in d e x

A b o v e  a l l ,  th e  inna te  in a d e q u a n c ie s  o f th e  m agaz ine  in  t r a n s 

f e r r in g  th e  m e ssa ge  a ls o  m ig h t h a v e  c o n t r ib u te d  to th e  la c k  of

a tta inm en t o f  th e  f u l l  p o te n t ia l m  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine

B a se d  on th e  a b o v e  f in d in g  th e  h y p o t h e s i s  th e re  w ou ld  no

v a r ia t io n  in  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f fa rm  m agaz ine  'R u b b e r ' am ong i t s  s u b s c r i 

b e r s  w as re je c te d

4 3 R e la t io n s h ip  o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  b y  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  

w ith  s e le c te d  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t ic s

T h e  r e s u l t s  o b ta in e d  from  s im p le  c o r r e la t io n  c o e ff ic ie n t s ,

m u lt ip le  r e g r e s s io n  a n a l y s i s  and  pa th  a n a l y s i s  w ere  taken  in to

c o n s id e r a t io n  f o r  d i s c u s s in g  the  r e la t io n s h ip  o f v a r io u s  se le c te d

p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w ith  the  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine  by

th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  I t  w ou ld  be seen  from  T a b le  3 th a t management

o r ie n ta t io n ,  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  and c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  w e re  s ig n i f ic a n t ly

re la te d  to  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m agaz ine  w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  d eg ree  of

r e la t io n s h ip  fo r  m anagem ent o r ie n ta t io n  L a te r ,  r e g r e s s io n  c o e f f ic ie n t s  

(T a b le  4) p o in te d  to th e  v a r ia b le s  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n ,  management 

o r ie n ta t io n  and  e d u c a t io n ,  w h ic h  c o n t r ib u te d  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  in  u t i l iz in g  

th e  m agaz ine , w ith  a m axim um  r e g r e s s io n  c o e f f ic ie n t  fo r  s o c ia l  

p a r t ic ip a t io n .



Fig.4. PATH DIAGRAM SHOWING THE DIRECT AND INDIRECT EFFECT
OF SELECTED PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RESPONDENT 
ON THEIR UTILIZATION OF 'RUBBER' MAGAZINE.
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F rom  T a b le  5 the  s ig n if ic a n t  c o r re la t io n  co e ff ic ie n t  of manage

ment o r ie n ta t io n  ob ta in ed  was due to i t s  h ig h  d ire c t  effect on 

u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine w h ic h  w as supp lem ented  b y  a good 

c o n t r ib u t io n  o f in d ir e c t  effect o f th e  v a r ia b le s  educa tion  and s iz e

o f h o ld in g .  T he  rea son  fo r  the s ig n i f ic a n t  c o rre la t io n  o f s o c ia l  

p a r t ic ip a t io n  w ith  the  u t il iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine can be 

a t t r ib u te d  to  the  h ig h  d ire c t  e ffect of th e  v a r ia b le  w h ich  was 

su p p le m e n te d  by  a f a i r l y  h ig h  in d ir e c t  e ffe c t  of age and co sm opo litene ss  

C o sm o p o lite n e s s  o f the  re sp o n d e n ts  had  s ig n if ic a n t  c o rre la t io n  w ith  

th e  u t i l iz a t io n  of 'R u b b e r ' m agazine  T h i s  w as p ro b a b ly  due to h ig h  

d ir e c t  e ffe c t o f the  v a r ia b le  and a h ig h  in d ir e c t  effect of s o c ia l  

p a r t ic ip a t io n

T a b le  5 a ls o  re v e a le d  th a t a lth o u g h  age had  got a h ig h  d ire c t  

e ffe c t, th e  c o r re la t io n  co e ff ic ie n t  found  to  be low  w h ich  was due to 

n e g a t iv e  in d ir e c t  effect o f the v a r ia b le s  education , management o r ie n t 

a t io n , s i z e  o f h o ld in g  and m a te r ia l p o s s e s s io n  on age L ik e w is e ,

edu ca t ion  a ls o  got a n o n s ig n if ic a n t  c o r re la t io n  c o e ff ic ie n t  though the 

d ir e c t  e ffe c t  o f educa tion  on the  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine was

h ig h  T h e  p ro b a b le  rea son  w as the  n e g a t iv e  in d ir e c t  e ffect o f the  

v a r ia b le s  a g s,  in n o v a t iv e n e s s ,  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n ,  c o sm o p o lite n e ss  

and m a te r ia l p o s se s s io n  T he  v a r ia b le  le v e l of know le dge  d id  not 

p o s s e s s  a s ig n if ic a n t  c o rre la t io n  w ith  the  u t il iz a t io n  of 'R u b b e r ' 

m agazine  th ough  i t  had  a r e la t iv e ly  h ig h  d ir e c t  e ffect. T h is  m ight

be due to  the  n e ga t ive  in d ire c t  e ffe c t  o f in n o v a t iv e n e s s ,  s iz e  of 

h o ld in g  and  m a te r ia l p o s se s s io n .



F u r t h e r  T a b le  6 , s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  and  c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  tu rn e d  

out to  be  th e  im p o rta n t  v a r ia b le s  m  te rm s o f t h e i r  d i r e c t  and 

in d i r e c t  e f fe c t s  r e s p e c t iv e ly

S o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  em erged  as th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  p e r so n a l 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  am ong th e  s e le c te d  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  due to i t s  

s ig n i f ic a n t  c o r re la t io n  c o e f f ic ie n t ,  m axim um  r e g r e s s io n  c o e f f ic ie n t  and 

m axim um  d i r e c t  e ffe c t  on th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine

I t  i s  o n ly  lo g ic a l  to a ssum e  th a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  w ho  w as 

h a v in g  h ig h  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  w as to  be w e l l  a cq u a in te d  w ith  

te c h n ic a l s u b je c t  m atte r m  o rd e r  to a c t a s  a l i n k  m  the  t r a n s fe r  

o f te c h n o lo g y  to  h i s  im m e d ia te  s u r r o u n d in g  m a sse s  F o r  th a t,  he had  

to  u t i l iz e  th e  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  to  a h ig h e r  e x te n t  So  it  i s  q u ite  

r e a so n a b le  to  h a v e  a s t ro n g  r e la t io n s h ip  betw een s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  

and u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  M o re o v e r ,  th e  R u b b e r  P r o d u c e r s ' 

S o c ie t ie s  w o rk in g  w e ll w ith  th e  t r a n s fe r  o f t e c h n o lo g y  fu n c t io n s  a ls o  

e n v isa g e  r u b b e r  g r o w e r s  to u t i l i z e  the  m agaz ine  and  im p ro v e  the  

c u lt iv a t io n  o f ru b b e r

T h i s  r e s u lt  i s  in  c o n t ra d ic t io n  w ith  S in g h  (1 9 8 1 )  and N an jap p a

(1982)

M anagem ent o r ie n t a t io n  w as found  to be th e  ne x t im p o rta n t

v a r ia b le  in  e x p la in in g  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  o w in g  to

h ig h e s t  s ig n i f ic a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m agazine  

and  w ith  a s ig n i f ic a n t  r e g r e s s io n  c o e f f ic ie n t

O (



T he  p ro b a b le  re a so n  fo r  th e  s ig n i f i c a n t  r e la t io n s h ip  o f m anage

ment o r ie n t a t io n  and  u t i l iz a t io n  o f m agaz in e  c o u ld  be a t t r ib u te d  to 

th e  q u e s t  o f th e  re sp o n d e n t  fo r  t h o ro u g h  k n o w le d g e  o f the  fa rm  

p r a c t ic e s  m  a d v a n c e  to w a rd s  a p e r fe c t  m anagem ent o f h i s  p la n ta t io n  

T h u s ,  th e  re sp o n d e n t  w as put m  a p o s it io n  o f b e tte r  u t i l iz a t io n  of 

'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  m  o rd e r  to m eet th e  re q u ire m e n t  fo r  the  sam e 

R u b b e r ,  b e in g  a h i g h ly  re m u n e ra t iv e  co m m e rc ia l c ro p ,  dem ands good  

m anagem ent to  y ie ld  th e  d e s i r e d  in com e , w h ic h  i s  o ften  fo c u sse d  m  

th e  a r t ic le s  o f th e  m agaz ine  T h i s  m ig h t  be a n o th e r  re a so n  fo r  th e  

s ig n i f ic a n t  r e la t io n s h ip  o f m anagem ent o r ie n ta t io n  w ith  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  

o f  th e  m agaz ine

T h i s  r e s u lt  i s  m  l in e  w ith  th e  f in d in g s  o f B h a s k a ra n  (1979 ) 

and  Kareem  (1984 )

C o sm o p o lite n e s s  w as in d ic a t e d  a s  a n o th e r  im p o rta n t  v a r ia b le  

a s  e v id e n t  from  s ig n i f ic a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  of 

'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  and  p o s s e s s  the  m axim um  in d i r e c t  e ffect m  e x p la in 

in g  th e  v a r ia t io n  m  u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m agaz ine

I t  i s  to  be n o t ic e d  th a t one w ho  i s  h i g h l y  c o sm o p o lite  had  

m ore ch a n ce  o f  g e tt in g  a w a re n e s s  a b o u t  th e  a d v a n c e d  te ch n o lo g y  than  

one w ho  i s  le s s  c o sm o p o lite  In  o r d e r  to  get a c le a r  p ic tu re  o f the  

te c h n o lo g y  f o r  p ro c e e d in g  from  the  a w a re n e s s  s ta g e  to th e  a d o p t io n  

s ta g e ,  th e  in d i v id u a l  had  to a c q u ir e  s u f f ic ie n t  in fo rm a t io n  r e g a rd in g  

i t  C o sm o p o lite n e s s  w ou ld  e x p o se  th e  in d i v id u a l  to  the  w o r ld  o f



ch a n g in g  k n o w -h o w  and  c re a te  a d e s i r e  to  le a rn  th e  in n o v a t io n s  w h ic h  

a re  a p t ly  s e r v e d  in  th e  p ag e s  o f the  m agaz in e

T h e  r e s u lt  w as m  l in e  w ith  th e  f in d in g s  of Rajan (1 9 8 2 ),  

S h e n e f  (1 9 85 ) and Sub ram on iam  (1986)

An o v e r v ie w  o f T a b le  4 re v e a le d  e d u ca t io n  a ls o  had  s ig n i f ic a n t  

in f lu e n c e  m  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  a s  e x p la in e d  b y  th e  

r e g r e s s io n  c o e f f ic ie n t s  I t  i s  q u ite  n a tu ra l th a t  p e o p le  who had  h ig h e r  

e d u c a t io n a l s t a t u s  m ig h t h a v e  t ru s te d  th e  p r in te d  w o rd  m ore to s a t i s f y  

t h e ir  c o g n it iv e  needs

T h e  n e g a t iv e  tre n d  in  in t e r c o r r e la t io n  o f ed u ca t io n  w ith  th e  

c o n s t r a in t s  m  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m e ssa ge  i s  a l s o  a c le a r  in d ic a t io n  fo r  

the  e a s in e s s  in  u t i l i z in g  the  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  fo r  h ig h ly  ed u ca ted  

g rou p

T h e  r e s u lt  w as in  l in e  w ith  th e  f in d in g s  o f N aga ra jan  (1 9 8 2 ),  

N an jap p a  (1 9 82 ) and Sub ram on ia m  (1986 )

A  c u r s o r y  lo o k  o f T a b le  4 p o in te d  out a p o s i t iv e  t re n d  in  

r e l a t io n s h ip  o f age w ith  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine

A s  th e  age  in c re a s e s  th e re  c o u ld  be a tre n d  to h a v e  m ore 

in v o lv e m e n t  m  the  fa rm in g  e n t e r p r i s e  and  c o n so l id a t io n  of t h e ir  sp a n  

o f a tte n t io n  to t h e i r  v o c a t io n  A t t h i s  junctu re , th e  m agazine  'R u b b e r '



m ig h t  h a v e  fu n c t io n e d  a s  an agent to  s a t i s f y  th e  c o g n it iv e  need s m  

fa rm in g ,  le a d in g  to m ore  u t i l iz a t io n  o f  th e  m agaz ine

T h i s  f in d in g  w as m  agreem ent w ith  th e  r e s u l t s  o f M unegow da 

(1 9 7 8 ),  S h a rm a  (1 9 8 3 ),  C h m d a n a n d a p p a  (1 9 8 5 ) ,  M a h a jan  and D h a l iw a l 

(1990)

A  g la n c e  o f T a b le  4 a ls o  r e v e a le d  th a t  th e  le v e l  o f k now le d ge  

had  a p o s i t i v e  tre n d  m  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' 

m agaz ine  A s  th e  le v e l  o f k now le d ge  o f an i n d i v id u a l  in c re a se s ,  th e re  

c o u ld  h a v e  been a te nd e ncy  to adop t m ore  o f m odern  p ra c t ic e s  A c c u ra c y  

i s  an im p o r ta n t  fa c to r  m  th e  a d o p t io n  o f m odern  p ra c t ic e  To ga in  

an a c c u ra te  in fo rm a t io n  f o r  th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f th e  m odern  p ra c t ic e  

to o n e 's  p la n ta t io n ,  he  m ig h t h a v e  u t i l iz e d  th e  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  

a s  th e  s o u r c e  o f  in fo rm a t io n

I t  s h o u ld  be noted th a t m a te r ia l  p o s s e s s io n  had  a n e ga t ive  

t re n d  in  r e l a t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agazine  a s 

in d ic a t e d  in  T a b le  4

An i n d i v id u a l  w ith  h ig h  m a te r ia l p o s s e s s io n  m ig h t be p o s s e s s 

in g  la r g e r  h o ld in g  T h i s  c o u ld  be j u s t i f ie d  b y  th e  s ig n i f ic a n t  m t e r -  

c o r r e la t io n  ( A p p e n d ix - I )  between m a te r ia l p o s s e s s io n  and s iz e  of 

h o ld in g  To  be on th e  s a fe r  s id e ,  w h i le  a d o p t in g  a farm  p ra c t ic e  

fo r  a l a r g e r  h o ld in g ,  the  in d i v id u a l  m ig h t  h a v e  d ep end e d  m ore on 

w o rd  o f  m outh r a t h e r  than  p r in t  m edium  M o re o v e r ,  su c h  in fo rm a t io n



w ould  a p p e a r  to  be m ore v a l id  to  h im  a s  th e  m e ssage  m ig h t  be 

t r a n s fe r r e d  in  an in t e rp e r so n a l  co m m un ica t ion  s it u a t io n  w h e re  feed  

back  w as in s ta n ta n e o u s  and  c la r i f i c a t io n  q u ic k e r  T h i s  m igh t be the

p ro b a b le  re a so n  fo r  t h i s  t re n d  m  r e s u l t s

An o v e r v ie w  o f T a b le  3 and  T a b le  4 re v e a le d  a n e g a t iv e  tre n d  

m  r e la t io n s h ip  o f s iz e  o f h o ld in g  w ith  the  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' 

m agazine

T h e  s m a ll  fa rm e r ,  w ho c u lt iv a t e s  a c o u n ta b le  num ber of r u b b e r  

tre e s  in  h i s  O r c h a rd ,  w i l l  a lw a y s  be  c a u t io n s  a b o u t the  m anagem ent 

o f the  c ro p  a s  he cannot a f fo rd  to ta k e  a r i s k  o f any  c ro p  f a i lu r e  

T h i s  w i l l  in  tu rn  in c re a se  th e  in fo rm a t io n  s e e k in g  b e h a v io u r  o f the

sm a ll fa rm e r ,  w h ic h  m ig h t h a v e  c o n t r ib u te d  m  y ie ld in g  the  r e s u l t s

o b ta in e d  h e re

B a se d  on the  r e s u l t s  th e  h y p o t h e s i s  th e re  w o u ld  no s ig n i f ic a n t

r e la t io n s h ip  be tw een  the  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f the  s u b s c r ib e r s

and t h e i r  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m aga z in e  w as a cc e p te d  e x c e p t  fo r

the  v a r ia b le s  e d u ca t io n ,  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  and m anagem ent o r ie n ta t io n

4 4 C o n t r ib u t io n  o f d if fe r e n t  c o n s t r a in t s  in  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m essage

T a b le  7 ga ve  a p ic t u re  o f the  c o n t r ib u t io n s  o f d if fe re n t  

c o n s t r a in t s  m  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m e ssa ge  of e n co d in g ,  t r a n s m is s io n  and

d e c o d in g  le \  e l s

4 4 1  E n c o d in g  le v e l

F a u lt y  p e rc e p t io n  o f a u d ie n ce  p r o f i le  b y  th e  a u th o r  a s p e r c e iv e d  

b y  the  re a d e r  w a s id e n t i f ie d  a s  th e  m ost im p o rta n t  c o n s t ra in t  in  the

u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  b y  l e s s  than  h a l f  o f th e  sa m p le  at



Fig.5. BAR DIAGRAM SHOWING THE CONTRIBUTION OF CONSTRAINTS
IN TRANSFERRING THE MESSAGE IN THE UTILIZATION OF 
'RUBBER' MAGAZINE.
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e n co d in g  le v e l  A s  t h i s  i s  a m ass  m ed ium , it  cannot c a te r  to  th e

needs o f each  and  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c e iv e r ,  w ho i s  a m em ber of

the  h e te ro g e n o u s  m ass  a u d ie n c e  So  i t  i s  q u ite  n a tu ra l to  ge t t h i s  

r e s u lt

N ex t m ajor c o n s t r a in t  a c c o r d in g  to  the  re sp o n d e n t s  w as th e  

d e fe c t iv e  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f m e ssa ge  u n it s  In  a d is c u s s io n  on th e  

d if fe re n t  p a r t s  in  an a g r ic u l t u r a l  a r t ic le ,  P a t te r so n  (1946) s t r e s s e d  

th a t i f  th e  re a d e r  cannot se e  a t a g la n c e  the  re la t io n  o f th e  p a r t s

and lo g ic a l  seq u e n ce  o f th e  m e ssa ge , he  cannot re a d  it  r a p id l y  T he

c o n n e c t iv e  id e a  betw een p a r a g r a p h s  s h o u ld  be in  th e  f i r s t  sen ten ce  

o f each p a ra g ra p h  so  a s  to  m ake a sm oo th  t r a n s i t io n  T he  a b se n c e  

o f th e se  re q u ire m e n ts  f e l t  b y  som e o f  th e  r e c e iv e r s  w ou ld  c e r t a in ly  

a ffe c t th e  m agaz ine  u t i l iz a t io n  mde^<

Im p r o p e r  se le c t io n  o f  m e ssage  w as id e n t if ie d  and  ra n k e d  t h i r d  

in  the  o r d e r  o f c o n s t r a in t s  at e n c o d in g  le v e l  T h e re  m igh t be p re se n c e  

o f le s s  re le v a n t  m essage  to  th e  v a r ie d  au d ie n ce  w h ic h  m igh t h a v e  

le d  to p e r c e iv e  t h i s  a s  a c o n s t r a in t  T h i s  i s  a lw a y s  an in h e re n t  l im i t 

a t ion  o f th e  m ass m ed ia  a s  th e  a u d ie n c e  i s  he te roge n o u s  and  th e y  

a re  u n a b le  to  h a v e  b la n k e t  m e ssa g e s  and  tre a tm e n ts  to s u it  i n d i v i d u a l  

needs

The  v a r ia b le s  su c h  a s  c o n fu s in g  s t y le  o f w r it in g  and im p ro p e r

t i t le  o f the  m essage  w ere  not m uch im p o rta n t  a s c o n s t r a in t s  p r o b a b ly

due to the  fu n c t io n in g  o f a good  e d i t o r i a l  s e c t io n  w o rk in g  w ith  the  

p u b l i s h e r s  o f the  m agaz ine



4.4 2 Transmission le ve l

An o v e r v ie w  o f  T a b le  7 re v e a le d  th a t  u n t im e ly  re a ch  to the 

a u d ie n ce  w as th e  m a jo r c o n s t ra in t  a t th e  t r a n s m is s io n  le v e l  T h i s  

m ig h t be  p r o b a b ly  due  to th e  u n t im e ly  m o d u la t io n  o f the  m e ssa ge s

w h ic h  m ig h t  not c o in c id e  w ith  th e  c u lt u ra l  o p e ra t io n s ,  a l s o  co u p le d

w ith  th e  d e la y  m  d e l i v e r y  of the  m agaz ine  m  th e  p a s t  a s  e x p re s s e d  

b y  som e o f  th e  r e sp o n d e n t s

In c o m p le te n e s s  o f m essage  ra n k e d  se co n d  m  the  c o n s t r a in t s  

at t r a n s m is s io n  le v e l  T h e  u s a b i l i t y  o f a te x t  can be d e s c r ib e d  in

te rm s o f fo u r  d im e n s io n s  su c h  a s a c c e s s ,  a c c u ra c y ,  co m p le te n e ss  and 

c o m p r e h e n s ib i l i t y  (D u f f y  and  Kabance , 1982) S in c e  'R u b b e r ' m agazine  

h a s  been p u b l i s h in g  f o r  th e  la s t  26 y e a r s ,  som e o f th e  a u th o r s  m ig h t 

h a v e  ta ke n  f o r  g ra n te d  th a t  the  r e a d e r s  knew  m any o f th e  p ie c e s

of in fo rm a t io n  w h ic h  w e re  p r o v id e d  e a r l ie r  and  o m itte d  th o se  from

th e  la t e s t  a r t ic le s ,  and  fo r  the  new re a d e r s  th o se  a r t ic le s  seem ed 

to  be in co m p le te  I t  i s  e n v isa g e d  th a t e v e r y  a r t ic le  s h o u ld  be

co m p le te  in  th e  m e ssa ge  and sh o u ld  not le a v e  any  room  fo r  c l a r i f i c a t 

io n  o f d o u b ts

L a c k  o f c l a r i t y  in  p r in t in g  and  im p ro p e r  la y o u t  and d e s ig n

w ere  not o f m uch im p o rta n c e  a s  c o n s t r a in t s  in  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r '

m agaz ine  b y  th e  re sp o n d e n t s  I t  c o u ld  be a ssu m e d  th a t  the  m agaz ine

w as f u l f i l l i n g  th e  m in im um  re q u ire m e n ts  fo r  c l a r i t y  m  p r in t in g  and

to h a v e  a p r o p e r  la y o u t  and d e s ig n ,  a g a in  a s  an in d ic a t io n  o f an 

e f f e c t iv e  e d i t o r ia l  d e s k  and  p ro d u c t io n  sy ste m



4.4 3 Decoding level

Both  th e  c o n s t r a in t s  at d e c o d in g  le v e l  n am e ly  i r r e le v a n c e

to a t t r ib u t e s  o f in n o v a t io n  and  la c k  o f c r e d ib i l i t y  o f 'R u b b e r ' 

m agaz ine  (T a b le  7) h ad  a lm o st  e q u a l c o n t r ib u t io n  a s  c o n s t r a in t s  m  

u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  N e a r ly  40 p e r cen t o f re sp o n d e n t s  

w ere  o f t h i s  o p in io n

A s  s ta te d  e lse w h e re ,  th e  p r o b a b le  re a so n  f o r  id e n t i f y in g  th e

i r r e le v a n c e  to a t t r ib u t e s  o f in n o v a t io n  a s  a c o n s t r a in t  b y  som e of 

th e  re sp o n d e n t s  m igh t be due to  th e  in h e re n t  i n a b i l i t y  o f t h is  m ass  

m edium  to  c a te r  to th e  n e ed s o f i n d i v i d u a l  fa rm e r  m  a h e te ro g e n o u s  

fa rm in g  p o p u la t io n

T h e  m agazine  seem s to  h a v e  a good  c r e d ib i l i t y  am ong the  

s u b s c r ib e r s  T n e  in t e r c o r r e la t io n  (A p p e n d ix - 1 )  betw een  la c k  o f

c r e d ib i l i t y  o f  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  and  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  a s  w e ll a s  

c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  had  a n e g a t iv e e  t r e n d  m  r e la t io n s h ip .  I t  i s  e v id e n t  

th a t  th e  e x p o s u re  to th e  o u t s id e  com m un ity  in c r e a s e s  th e  c r e d ib i l i t y

o f th e  m agaz ine  w h ic h  in  tu rn  w o u ld  h a v e  b ro u g h t  up th e  m agaz ine  

u t i l iz a t io n  in d e x

4 5 R e la t io n s h ip  betw een th e  u t i l i z a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  b y  

th e  re sp o n d e n t s  and  th e  c o n s t r a in t s  in  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m essage

4 5 1 E n c o d in g  le v e l

T h e  r e s u l t s  in  T a b le  8 and  T a b le  9 in d ic a t e d  th a t  a t e n c o d in g



l e v e l  none o f th e  c o n s t r a in t s  sh o w e d  s ig n i f i c a n t  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  

u t i l i z a t io n  o f  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  H o w e v e r ,  th e  c o n s t r a in t s  su c h  a s  

im p ro p e r  s e le c t io n  o f m essage  and f a u l t y  p e rc e p t io n  o f aud ie nce  p r o f i le  

b y  th e  a u th o r  a s  p e r c e iv e d  b y  th e  r e a d e r  w ere  h a v in g  a n e g a t iv e  

t r e n d  m  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  the  u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m agaz ine  T h e o r e t ic a l ly ,  

w ith  th e  p r o p e r  se le c t io n  o f m e ssa g e  and  a c c u ra te  p e rc e p t io n  o f 

a u d ie n c e ,  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  c o u ld  be in c re a s e d  

B u t a m a ss  m edium  cannot s a t i s f y  th e  in fo rm a t io n  ne ed s o f a h e te ro 

ge n o u s  p o p u la t io n  T h i s  m ig h t be th e  p r o b a b le  re a so n  fo r  id e n t if ic a t io n  

o f  th e se  v a r ia b l e s  b y  som e o f the  r e s p o n d e n t s  a s  c o n s t r a in t s .

4  5 .2 .  T r a n s m is s io n  le v e l

An  o v e r v ie w  o f T a b le  8 in d e x e d  to  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f u t i l i 

z a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  w ith  th e  c o n s t r a in t s  m  t r a n s fe r r in g  the  

m e ssa ge  a t t r a n s m is s io n  le v e l ,  w h ic h  g a v e  no s ig n i f ic a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip  

w ith  any  o f th e  c o n s t ra in t s

U n t im e ly  re a ch  to  th e  r e a d e r ,  im p ro p e r  la y o u t  and d e s ig n  

a n d  in c o m p le te n e s s  o f th e  m essage  w e re  s h o w in g  a n e g a t iv e  t re n d  m  

r e la t i o n s h ip  w ith  the  u t i l i s a t io n  o f  the  m agaz ine  T h e  m e ssa ge s  

o b ta in e d  a f te r  th e  p ro p e r  t im e  ma j  not be u se fu l to an in te n d e d  

a u d ie n c e  M o re o v e r ,  w hen a p e r io d ic a l  re a c h e s  th e  s u b s c r ib e r  v e r y  

la te ,  i t  becam es s t a le  and do e s no t h a v e  any  a p p e a l o f f r e s h n e s s  

to  th e  a n x io u s  re a d e r  I t  i s  be\ ond  doub t th a t  im p ro p e r  la y o u t  and  

d e s ig n  w o u ld  d e f in it e ly  le a d  to a lo w  m agazine  u t i l iz a t io n  in d e x ,  so



a ls o  in c o m p le te n e s s  o f th e  m e ssage  T h e  u s a b i l i t y  o f the  te x t  i s  a 

dep end e n t fa c to r  on c o m p le te n e ss  o f m e ssa ge  (D u f fy  and Kabanee , 

1982)

4 5 3  D e c o d in g  le v e l

A  b i r d ' s  e y e  v ie w  on T a b le  9 w o u ld  r e v e a l  th a t th e  two 

c o n s t r a in t s  had  no s ig n i f ic a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip  m  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  of 

'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  T h e  v a r ia b le  i r r e le v a n c e  to a t t r ib u t e s  o f in n o v a t io n  

had  a n e g a t iv e  tre n d  in  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  the  u t i l iz a t io n  o f the  

m agaz ine  T h i s  g a v e  a c le a r  in d ic a t io n  th a t  a s  f a r  a s the  m e ssa ge  

i s  re le v a n t  to the  fa rm e r ,  he  w o u ld  h a v e  u t i l iz e d  the  m agaz ine  to 

a g re a te r  e x te n t T h i s  w as su p p o r te d  b y  th e  s ig n i f ic a n t  in t e r c o r r e la t 

ion  betw een  im p ro p e r  se le c t io n  o f  m e ssa ge  and  i r r e le v a n c e  to 

a t t r ib u t e s  o f  in n o v a t io n

B a se d  on th e  a b o v e  f in d in g s  th e  h y p o t h e s i s  th e re  w ou ld  no 

s ig n i f ic a n t  in f lu e n c e  o f the  c o n s t r a in t s  m  t r a n s f e r r in g  the  m e ssa ge  

at e n co d in g ,  t r a n s m is s io n  and d e c o d in g  l e v e l s  on th e  u t i l iz a t io n  of 

'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  w as a ccep te d
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C H A P T E R -V I

SU M M ARY

Com m unication  o f in n o v a t io n s  h a s  been accep ted  a s  a p rim e

elem ent in  a l l  p h a se s  o f de ve lopm en t. V a r io u s  in te rp e r so n a l and  m ass 

m ed ia  a re  be ing  u t il iz e d  by  the  deve lopm ent age n c ie s  to a s s i s t  m

t ra n s fe r  o f te chn o lo gy  to r u r a l  a re a s  Am ong the  v a r io u s  m ass m edia, 

p r in t  m edium  i s  o f g re a t  im p o rtan ce  to the  a g r ic u lt u ra l  s e c to r  m

K e ra la  w he re  the  fa rm e rs  a re  l i t e r a t e  com pared  to o th e r s ta te s  in  

In d ia  In  t h i s  con text, a farm  m agazine  can p la y  a p iv o ta l r o le  in 

s a t i s f y in g  the  c o g n it iv e  need s o f the  fa rm e rs

M any a num ber o f fa rm  m agaz ine s a re  c ir c u la t in g  in  K e ra la  

but the  m agazine 'R u b b e r ' w as p u rp o s iv e ly  se le c te d  because  t h is  

m agazine  i s  h a v in g  th e  h ig h e s t  c ir c u la t io n  and ha s been p u b l i s h in g  

c o n t in u o u s ly  fo r  the la s t  26 y e a r s  But no sy s te m a t ic  s tu d ie s  have  

been conducted  on how fa r  the  fa rm  m agazines a re  be in g  u t il iz e d  and 

w hat a re  a l l  fa c to rs  in f lu e n c in g  the  u t il iz a t io n  o f the  m agazine  In  

t h i s  con text, the  p re se n t  s tu d y  w as fram ed  to a n a ly se  the  e xten t of

u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' b y  i t s  s u b s c r ib e r s  w ith  the  fo llo w in g  o b je c t iv e s

1) To m easure  the  exten t of u t il iz a t io n  of 'R u b b e r ' m agazine b y  i t s  

s u b s c r ib e r

2) To id e n t if y  the  r e la t io n s h ip  betw een the  se le c te d  p e rso n a l c h a ra c t 

e r i s t i c s  o f the s u b s c r ib e r s  and the  u t il iz a t io n  o f the  'R u b b e r ' 

m agazine



3) To  f in d  out th e  c o n s t r a in t s  in  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m e ssa ge  at e n c o d in g ,  

t r a n s m is s io n  and  d e c o d in g  le v e l s

4 ) To  id e n t i f y  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  be tw een  th e  c o n s t r a in t s  m  t r a n s f e r r in g  

th e  m e ssa ge  and  the  u t i l iz a t io n  o f fa rm  m agaz ine

T h e  s t u d y  w as con d u cte d  in  K o tta yam , T h r i s s u r  and T h i r u v a n a n 

th a p u ra m  d i s t r i c t s  o f K e ra la  S ta te  T h e  re sp o n d e n t s  w ere  ra n d o m ly  

se le c te d  from  a l i s t  o f  s u b s c r ib e r s  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  o f each  

d i s t r i c t  and  th e  sa m p le  s iz e  w as 200 A  s t r u c tu re d  q u e s t io n n a ire  w a s

p re p a re d  and  each  re sp o n d e n t  w as p e r s o n a l ly  met w ith  f o r  d a ta  

c o l le c t io n

T h e  da ta  w ere  a n a ly se d  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f s t a t i s t ic a l  t o o ls

s u c h  a s  s im p le  c o r re la t io n  a n a ly s i s ,  m u lt ip le  r e g r e s s io n  a n a l y s i s  and  

m u lt iv a r ia t e  pa th  a n a l y s i s  T h e  s a l ie n t  f in d in g s  o f the  s tu d y  a re

p re se n te d  b e low

1) T h e re  w as c o n s id e r a b le  e x ten t o f v a r ia t io n  in  th e  le v e l  o f u t i l i z a t 

ion  o f  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  b y  th e  s u b s c r ib e r s  T h e  r e sp o n d e n t s  

c o u ld  re a ch  o n ly  to a m axim um  s c o r e  o f 78 13 m  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  

o f th e  m agaz ine , th o u gh  th e  p o te n t ia l s c o re  w as 100

2) T h e  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f th e  s u b s c r ib e r s  su c h  a s  m anagem ent 

o r ie n ta t io n ,  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  and  e d u ca t io n  w ere  p o s i t i v e l y  and 

s ig n i f i c a n t l y  re la te d  to the  u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m agaz ine  w ith

m axim um  d e g re e  o f r e la t io n s h ip  f o r  m anagem ent o r ie n ta t io n  L e v e l



r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine , w h i le  s iz e  

o f  h o ld in g ,  m a te r ia l p o s s e s s io n  and  annua l incom e  had  a n e ga t ive

t re n d  in  r e la t io n s h ip .

3) T he  re sp o n d e n t s  in d ic a t e d  fa u lt y  p e rc e p t io n  o f a u d ie n ce  p r o f i le  

b y  th e  a u th o r  a s  p e r c e iv e d  b y  th e  re a d e r  a s  th e  m ajor c o n s t ra in t

at e n co d in g  le v e l ,  u n t im e ly  re a ch  to the  re a d e r  a s th e  m ajor 

c o n s t ra in t  a t t r a n s m is s io n  le v e l  and  i r r e le v a n c e  to a t t r ib u t e s  of 

in n o v a t io n  a s the  m a jo r c o n s t r a in t  a t d e c o d in g  le v e l  m  t r a n s fe r r in g  

th e  m e ssage .

4) None o f th e  c o n s t r a in t s  m  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m e ssa ge  sh o w e d  s i g n i f i 

can t r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine

Im p l ic a t io n s  o f th e  s t u d y

T he  f in d in g s  on th e  le v e l  o f  u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  m agaz ine  by 

th e  s u b s c r ib e r s  in d ic a t e  th e  need o f e f f o r t s  to in c re a s e  t h e i r  le v e l  

o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f the  m agaz ine  to a t ta in  m axim um  p o s s ib le  t r a n s fe r

o f m e ssage  th ro u g h  th e  m agaz ine  T h e  f in d in g s  fu r t h e r  su g g e s t  th a t 

th e re  i s  a need to im p ro v e  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n ,  m anagem ent o r ie n t a t 

ion  and c o sm o p o lit e n e s s  o f th e  s u b s c r ib e r s  w h ic h  w ou ld  h e lp  them  

to  m ake e f f ic ie n t  u se  o f th e  p r in t  m edium

of knowledge, innovativeness and age showed a positive



Though t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  in t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  m e ss age  i d e n t i f i e d  

h ad  no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  u t i l i s a t i o n  of t h e  m a gaz ine ,  t h e  

major  ones i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  to be t a k e n  c a r e  of 

w h i l e  w r i t i n g  and e d i t i n g  f o r  t h e  fa rm i n g  p o p u la t io n .

Th e f i n d i n g s  of t h i s  s t u d y  g e n e r a l l y  may be a p p l i c a b l e  to 

o t h e r  fa rm mag azines  in  M alay alam as  w e l l .

Sugg es t ions f o r  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h

As i m p l i e d  by t h e  f i n d i n g s  of  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e r e  m ight  be

s e v e r a l  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  f a r m e r s  w ith  s o c i o l o g i c a l  and 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d im e n s io n s  t h a t  co uld  in f lu en ce  t h e i r  u t i l i z a t i o n  of  t h e

far m magazin e .  I t  would be w o r t h w h i l e  i f  few more a t t e m p t s  a r e  made

to a n a l y s e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of  f a rm  magazine ta k in g  a l l  p o s s i b l e  r e a d e r  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  in to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  .

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  in t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  m ess ag e a r e  

a l s o  r e q u i r e d  to  be a n a l y s e d  in d e p t h  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  n ew er  v a r i a b l e s  

to  en h a n c e  t h e o r e t i c a l  and e m p i r i c a l  know le dge  in a g r i c u l t u r a l  j o u r n a l i s m  

to h e l p  i t s  f u r t h e r  i m p r o v e m e n t .

T h e r e  i s  s c o p e  f o r  f u r t h e r  s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  of t h e  ' m a g a z i n e

u t i l i z a t i o n  i n d e x 1 w h ic h  i s  u s e d  to m e asu re  of t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of

' R u b b e r '  maga zine .  O t h e r  s c o r e  c a r d s  used  in t h i s  s t u d y  c a l l  fo r

r i g o r o u s  r e l i a b i l i t y  and v a l i d i t y  t e s t s  to  s t a n d a r d i s e  t h e  s am e.  Some 

e f f o r t s  in t h a t  l i n e  a l s o  may h e l p  to  h a v e  b e t t e r  m easurem en t  to o l s  

in t h e  f i e l d  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  j o u r n a l i s m .



In a d d i t i o n  to  p r i n t  medium u t i l i z a t i o n  s t u d i e s ,  t h e r e  i s  a 

need to  h a v e  s y s t e m a t i c  a n a l y s e s  on t h e  i m p a c t  of t h e  farm magazine 

in t e r m s  of  i n c r e a s e  in a w a r e n e s s ,  kn w o le d g e  and s y m b o l i c  a d o p t io n  

of  t h e  m e s s a g e s  among t h e  f a r m e r s .
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L o w e r  p r im a r y  le v e l

M id d le  s c h o o l  le v e l

H ig h  s c h o o l  le v e l

P re -d e g re e  o r  e q u iv a le n t

G ra d u a t io n  and  a b o v e

5 U t i l iz a t io n  o f th e  'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine

T h e  fo l lo w in g  s ta te m e n ts  a re  b a se d  on th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' 
m agaz ine  In d ic a t e  y o u r  agreem en t b y  p u tt in g  ( v '  ) m a rk  fo r  one of 
the  sta te m e n ts  in  g ro u p  I ,  I I ,  I I I  and  IV A  F o r  th e  re s t ,  yo u  a re
fre e  to put (v-'") m ark  w h e re v e r  you a g re e  w ith  th e  sta tem ent

I  F re q u e n c y  o f re a d in g

a) R e g u la r  re a d e r  of a l l  i s s u e s  o f th e  m agaz ine

b) R e g u la r  s u b s c r ib e r ,  bu t r e a d s  o n ly  som e i s s u e s

c) R e g u la r  s u b s c r ib e r ,  bu t not a re a d e r

I I  P ro m p tn e s s  in  re a d in g

1 R e a d s  th e  m agaz ine  on th e  sam e d a y  o f r e c e iv in g
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2. R e a d s  c e r ta in  a r t ic le s  im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  ge tt in g  th e  m agaz ine  and
le a v e s  o th e r s  to be re a d  la t e r

3 R e a d s  th e  m agazine  so m e tim e s  b e fo re  th e  a r r i v a l  o f th e  ne x t i s s u e

4 R e a d s  th e  m agazine  o n ly  a t th e  le i s u r e  tim e, even  s e v e r a l  i s s u e s
to g e th e r

I I I  R e a d in g  p re fe re n ce

1 R e a d s  a l l  th e  a r t ic le s  w ith o u t  any  o r d e r  o f p re fe re n ce

2 R e a d s  a l l  the  a r t ic le s ,  bu t o n ly  a c c o rd in g  to the  o rd e r  o f p re fe re n ce
a fte r  g o in g  th ro u g h  th e  l i s t  o f  con ten ts

3. S e le c t s  c e r ta in  a r t ic le s  m  e v e r y  i s s u e  and re a d s  o n ly  th o se  a r t ic le s

4. R e a d s  o n ly  th e  a r t ic le s  on c u r re n t  e v e n ts

5 R e a d s  o n ly  the  s p e c i f i c  re co m m e n d a tio n s  fo r  th e  f o l lo w in g  m onth
o r  g e n e ra l re com m en d a tio n s o f a u t h o r i t y

6 R e a d s  o n ly  c e r ta in  a r t ic le s  w ith  p re fe re n ce  to th e  fo rm a l (o n ly
s u c c e s s  s t o r ie s ,  o n ly  p r o c e s s  a r t ic le s ,  o n ly  in fo rm a t io n  fe a tu re s ,  
o n ly  q u e s t io n s  and a n s w e r s  e tc  )

7 A v o id  le n g th y  a r t ic le s

8 R e a d s  the  a r t ic le s  w ith  a u th o r  p re fe re n c e

9 R e a d s  o n ly  th e  a r t ic le s  w ith  c a t c h in g  c a p t io n s

IV  S t y le  o f re a d in g  

A

1 R e a d s  an a r t ic le  c o m p le te ly

2 R e a d s  an a r t ic le  p a r t ia l l y

3. S k im s  o n ly  c e r ta in  a r t i c le s  and  o th e r s  a re  read  th o ro u g h ly

4 S k im s  w h i le  re a d in g  a l l  a r t ic le s  

B

1 W h ile  re a d in g ,  goe s b a ck  m  s e a rc h  o f som e id e a s
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2 R e a d s  re p e a te d ly  c e r t a in  p a r a g r a p h s  o f an a r t ic le

3 R e a d s  v e r y  s lo w ly  fo r  b e tte r  c o m p re h e n s io n  o f th e  t e c h n ic a l  
s u b je c t  m atte r

4 R e a d s  s i l e n t l y

V Docum entation

1 U n d e r l in e s  im p o rta n t  se n te n ce s

2 P re p a re s  no te s w h i le  re a d in g

3 T a k e s  c u t t in g s  o f th e  needed  m e ssa ge

4 B in d s  s e r i a l i s e d  a r t ic le s

5 K e e p s  the  w h o le  m agazine

6 B in d s  the  vo lu m e s o f m agaz ine

7 In d e x e s  th e  co n ten ts  o f th e  m agaz ine

8 No docum entation

V I F o l lo w -u p

1 Se e k s  f u r t h e r  c la r i f i c a t io n  on th e  m e ssage  fro m  th e  a u th o r  o r
p u b l i s h e r  im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  re a d in g

2 R e fe rs  to th e  p r e s e r v e d  m a te r ia l o f th e  m agaz ine  w h e n e v e r  a
re la te d  p ra c t ic e  i s  fo llo w e d

3 T r ie s  to a ttem pt on new re com m e n d a tio n s  g iv e n  in  th e  m e ssa ge  
th ro u g h  th e  m agaz ine

4 S h a re s  th e  m agaz ine  w ith  o t h e r s  a f te r  re a d in g

5 D ire c t  o t h e r s  to re a d  th e  m agaz ine

C o n s t r a in t s  m  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  m e ssa ge

A  E n c o d in g  le v e l

In d ic a te  th e  e xten t o f t r u e n e s s  o f th e  fo l lo w in g  sta te m e n ts  w ith
re sp e c t  to  t h i s  m agaz ine
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1 Im p ro p e r  s e le c t io n  o f m e ssage

a) M e s sa g e s  s e le c te d  a re  not 
im p o rta n t  u n d e r  o u r fa rm in g  
s it u a t io n

b) M e s sa g e  s e le c te d  a re  not 
p r a c t ic a b le

c) M e s sa g e s  a re  not s u i t a b le  to 
th e  f a r m e r 's  f in a n c ia l  c o n d it io n

d) M e s sa g e s  a re  not se le c te d  on the  
b a s i s  o f th e  need o f th e  r e a d e r s

e) M e s sa g e s  a re  not t im e ly

f)  M e s sa g e s  c o n v e y e d  c o v e r  
g e n e ra l p ro b le m s  not th e  s p e c ia l  
ones

2 F a u lt y  p e r c e p t io n  o f au d ie n ce  
p r o f i le  b y  th e  a u th o r  a s  p e r c e iv e d  
b y  th e  re a d e r

a) T he  c o m p re h e n d a b i l it y  o f the  
fa rm e r s  a re  not ta ken  in to  
c o n s id e ra t io n  b y  the  a u th o r s

b ) T h e  a u th o r s  do  not c o n s id e r  a l l  
c a t e g o r ie s  su c h  a s s m a l l ,  m edium  
and la r g e  fa rm e r s

c) T he  a u t h o r s  do not c o n s id e r  
fa rm e r s  o f d if fe r e n t  f in a n c ia l  
s ta tu s

3 D e fe c t iv e  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f m e ssage  u n it s

a) M any  t im e s  one p a ra g ra p h  c a r r ie s  
m ore than  one m essage  u n it s

Very True to
much some
true extent

Not at
a ll true
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b ) T h e  m e s sa g e  u n it s  a r e  not
a r r a n g e d  m  se q u e n c e  to  s u i t  th e  
fram e  o f  r e fe re n c e  o f  th e  r e a d e r

4 C o n fu s in g  s t y l e  o f w r i t in g

I  C l a r i t y

a ) A l l  th e  m e s sa g e  u n it s  can no t be 
e x p la in e d  m  o n ly  one  w ay  (c h a n c e s  
o f m is in t e r p r e t t m g )

b ) T h e  w o rd s  u se d  a re  th e  to u g h  o ne s 
th a t  can  be  u se d  to c a r r y  th e  
in te n d e d  m e an in g

c) E a ch  se n te n c e  i s  not a s im p le  one 
c a r r y in g  one  id e a  e ach

I I  B r e v i t y

a) T h e  m a g a z in e  c o n ta in s  m o re  th a n  
n e c e s s a r y  w o r d s  in  e ach  se n te n ce

b) T h e  m e s sa g e s  a re  not w r it t e n  w ith  
m in im um  p o s s ib l e  n u m b e r o f  se n te n c e s  
to c o n ta in  th e  m e ssa g e

c) T h e re  i s  u n n e c e s s a r y  la g g in g  in  
m e ssa g e  p re se n te d  in  th e  m a ga z in e

d ) T h e re  i s  u n w an ted  n a r r a t io n  in  
th e  m a ga z in e

I I I  C o lo u r  ( V a r ie t y )

a) T h e  le n g th  o f  p a r a g r a p h s  do  not v a r y

Very True to
much some
true extent

Not at
a ll true

b) Se n te n ce  s t r u c t u r e  and  le n g th  
do  not v a r y



-  6 -

c) V a r ie d  e x a m p le s  and  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  
a re  not u se d

d ) 'P o s i n g  q u e s t io n s  and  a n sw e r in g  th e m ' 
i s  not u se d

Very True to
much some
true extent

6 In a p p r o p r ia t e  t i t le  o f th e  m e ssa ge

a) T i t le  i s  not a p p r o p r ia t e  to  th e  
m essage  d e a lt  m  the  a r t ic le

b) T h e  t i t le  i s  not a t t r a c t iv e  and  
not p re se n te d  in  th e  b o ld  t y p e s

c) S h o r t ,  c r i s p  and s im p le  w o rd s  a re  
not u sed  fo r  th e  t i t le  in  t h is  
m agaz ine

d ) T he  m e ssa g e s  a re  not c le a r  b e ca u se  
c o n fu s in g  h e a d in g s  and  s u b h e a d in g s  
a re  g iv e n

B T r a n s m is s io n  le v e l

1 U n t im e ly  re a c h  to th e  a u d ie n ce

a) T h e  m agaz ine  o f one m onth d o e s  not 
re a ch  th e  fa rm e r s  m  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  
m onth i t s e l f

b) When the  m agaz ine  re a c h e s  th e  fa rm e r s ,  
th e  tim e  o f p r a c t i s in g  th e  te c h n o lo g y  
w i l l  be  o v e r

2 L a c k  o f c l a r i t y  in  p r in t in g

Not at
a ll true

a) T he  le t te r  s iz e  u sed  m  th e  m agaz ine  
i s  not ad eq ua te
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b) T h e re  i s  o v e r la p p in g  in  p r in t in g  
w h ich  c a u se s  d i f f i c u l t y  m  re a d in g

c) Some p a r t s  o f  m e ssa ge  m ay not get 
c le a r ly  im p r in te d  in  th e  m agazine

3 In ad eq ua te  u se  o f i l l u s t r a t io n s

a) I l lu s t r a t io n s  u se d  w i l l  le a d  to 
c o n fu s io n  r a t h e r  than  m a k in g  it  c le a r

b) The  in fo rm a t io n  i s  not e a s i l y  
u n d e rs ta n d a b le  be cau se  th e y  a re  not 
s u p p o r te d  w ith  p ro p e r  i l l u s t r a t io n s

4 Im p ro p e r  la y o u t  and  d e s ig n

a) T he  im p o rta n t  m e ssa ge s  a re  not 
p re se n te d  in  th e  f i r s t  few  page s

b) The  r e g u la r ly  o c c u r in g  co lu m ns a re  
not p re se n te d  m  th e  sam e p age s

c ) T he  p h o t o g ra p h s  a re  not p la c e d  m  
a p p r o p r ia t e  p la c e s  w ith  p r o p e r  c a p t io n s

d) Each  page  o f th e  m agaz ine  i s  not 
im p r e s s iv e  and  not tem pt to rea d

e) In fo rm a t iv e  a d v e r t is e m e n t s  r e la t in g  
to r u b b e r  c u lt iv a t io n  a re  not g iv e n  
in  th e  m agaz ine

5 Im c o m p le te n e ss  o f th e  m e ssa ge

a) Each  a r t ic le  o f th e  m agaz ine  does 
not g iv e  a l l  b a c k g ro u n d  d e t a i l s  fo r  
the  b e n e f it  o f a new re a d e r  w ho i s  
b la n k  on th e  t o p ic

Very True to
much some
true extent

Not at
a ll true
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b) A l l  th e  n a t u r a l  d o u b t s  o f  th e  re a d e r  
a re  a n s w e re d  m  e v e r y  a r t i c l e  o f 
th e  m a ga z in e

c) Som e m e ssa g e  c o n t a in s  o n ly  few  s t e p s  
and  th e  fa rm e r  c an n o t p u t  in to  
p r a c t i s e  m  th e  f i e l d

C D e c o d in g  l e v e l

1 I r r e le v a n c e  to  a t t r ib u t e s  o f 
in n o v a t io n

a) T h e  n e w e r te c h n o lo g y  th a t  a re  g iv e n
in  th e  m a ga z in e  a r e  no t m o re  p r o f i t a b le  
th an  th e  e x i s t i n g  one

b ) A d o p t io n  o f  th e  m e s sa g e s  g iv e n  
i n v o l v e s  h ig h  i n i t i a l  c o s t

c) T h e  n e w e r t e c h n o lo g y  g iv e n  a re  o f 
h ig h  r i s k

d ) A d o p t io n  o f th e  m e s sa g e s  do  not h e lp  
to  s a v e  t im e

e) T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  in n o v a t io n s  th a t 
a re  g iv e n  th ro u g h  th e  m a ga z in e  a re  
not o b s e r v a b le

f )  T h e  in n o v a t io n s  s u g g e s t e d  in  th e  
m a gaz in e  a re  not c o m p a t ib le  w ith  
th e  c u lt u r e  o f  th e  c l ie n t

g ) M a t e r ia l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  th e  f a rm e r  a re  
not ta k e n  in to  c o n s id e r a t io n  w h i le  
s u g g e s t in g  in n o v a t io n s  m  th e  m agaz ine

h ) P o t e n t ia l  o f  th e  f a rm e r  to a d o p t  i s  
not ta k e n  in to  c o n s id e r a t io n  w h i le  
s u g g e s t in g  th e  in n o v a t io n s  in  th e  
m a ga z in e

Very True to
much some
true extent

Not at
a ll  true



1) T he  in n o v a t io n s  cannot be t r ie d  on 
s m a lle r  s c a le

j)  T he  in n o v a t io n s  a re  c o m p le x  to 
p ra c t ic e

Very True to Not at
much some a ll true
true extent

2 L a ck  o f c r e d ib i l i t y  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  B e lo w  a re  g iv e n  se ve n
so u rc e s  o f in fo rm a t io n  from  w h ic h  you  h a v e  been g e t t in g  in fo rm a t io n  
re g a rd in g  r u b b e r  c u lt iv a t io n  R ank  th e se  s o u rc e s  from  one to  se v e n  
a c c o rd in g  to  th e  c r e d ib i l i t y  you a tta ch  to  each one o f them

a) O f f ic ia l s  o f  S ta te  D ep a rtm en t o f A g r ic u lt u r e  -

b) 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine  -

c) O th e r r u b b e r  g r o w e r s  -

d) N e w sp a p e r s  -

e) P re s id e n t  o f  R u b b e r  P r o d u c e r 's  S o c ie ty  -

f)  R a d io  -

g ) F ie ld  O f f ic e r  o f R u b b e r  B o a rd  -

7 F a rm in g  e x p e r ie n c e

F o r  how  m any y e a r s  you  h a d  been engaged  in  r u b b e r  c u l t i v a t io n 9

8 S iz e  o f h o ld in g

A re a  ( in  a c re s )

T y p e Owned le a se d  in  le a se d  out

1 G a rden  lan d

2 Wet land

T o ta l
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9 M a t e r ia l  p o s s e s s io n  ( in  R u p e e s )

a) W orth  o f lan d

b) W orth  o f  b u i ld m g ( s )

c ) W orth  o f f u rn it u re

d ) W orth  o f v e h ic le ( s )

e) W orth  o f l i v e s t o c k

f)  W orth  o f fa rm  m a c h in e ry  and  e q u ip m e n t

g ) O th e r s ,  i f  any  ( s p e c i f y )

10 A n nu a l incom e

a) Incom e  from  m ain o c c u p a t io n

b) In com e  from  s u b s i d ia r y  o c cu p a t io n

11 S o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n

In d ic a t e  y o u r  a ttachm ent to  an y  o r g a n is a t io n  su ch  a s  s o c ia l ,  c u lt u ra l,  
p o l i t i c a l  o r  la b o u r  o r g a n is a t io n ,  c o - o p e r a t iv e s ,  re c re a t io n  c lu b s  etc

-  O ff ic e  b e a re r  o f m ore  th an  one o r g a n is a t io n

-  M em ber in  m ore th a n  one o r g a n is a t io n  and o f f ic e  b e a re r  m  one 
o rg a n is a t io n

-  M em be r and o ff ic e  b e a re r  m  one o r g a n is a t io n

-  M e m b e r in  m ore than  one o rg a n is a t io n

-  M e m b e r in  one o rg a n is a t io n

-  Not a m em ber in  any  o r g a n is a t io n

n )  F re q u e n c y  o f p a r t ic ip a t io n  m  th e  a c t i v i t ie s

-  P a r t ic ip a t e s  in  a l l  m ee t in g s  and  o th e r  a c t iv i t ie s  r e g u la r ly

-  P a r t ic ip a t e s  o c c a s s io n a l ly  in  m ee t in g s  and o th e r  a c t iv i t ie s
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-  D oe s not p a r t ic ip a t e  m  m e e t in g s  and  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s

12 C o sm o p o l it e n e s s

a ) In d ic a t e  y o u r  f r e q u e n c y  o f v i s i t  to  th e  c i t y  o r  v i l l a g e  o th e r  th a n
n a t iv e  p la c e

-  n e ve r

-  once m  a m onth

-  once m  a f o r t n ig h t

-  once m  a w eek

-  tw ice  o r  m o re  in  a w eek

b ) P u rp o s e  o f  v i s i t

-  A g r i c u l t u r a l

-  P e r s o n a l  o r  d o m e s t ic  m a tte rs

-  E n te rta in m e n t

13 In n o v a t iv e n e s s

In d ic a t e  y o u r  a g re e m e n t o r  d is a g re e m e n t  to  th e  f o l lo w in g  s ta te m e n ts

S I  No S ta tem en t A g re e  D is a g r e e

1 (a ) I  t r y  to k e e p  m y s e l f  up to  d a te  w ith
in fo rm a t io n  on new  fa rm  p r a c t ic e s  bu t th a t
d o e s  not m ean t h a t  I  t r y  out a l l  th e  
new  m e th o d s  in  m y fa rm

(b )  I  f e e l  r e s t l e s s ,  t i l l  I  t r y  out a new  
fa rm  p r a c t ic e  I  h a v e  h e a rd  ab ou t

(c ) T h e y  t a lk  o f  m any new fa rm  p r a c t ic e s  th e s e
d a y s  bu t w ho  k n o w s  i f  th e y  a re  b e t te r  
th a n  th e  o ld  one
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2 (a )  F rom  tim e  to t im e  I  h a v e  h e a rd  of
s e v e r a l  new fa rm  p ra c t ic e  and  I  h a v e  
t r ie d  out m ost o f  them  m  th e  la s t  few  
y e a r s

(b ) I  u s u a l ly  w a it  to  se e  th e  r e s u l t s  o f 
m y fe l lo w  fa rm e r s  o b ta in  b e fo re  I  t r y  
out th e  new fa rm  p ra c t ic e s

(c) Som ehow  I  b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  t r a d it io n a l  
w ay o f fa rm in g  a re  th e  b e st

3 (a )  I  am c a u t io u s  a b o u t  t r y in g  a new p ra c t ic e

(b )  A f te r  a l l  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  w e re  w ise
in  t h e i r  fa rm in g  p r a c t ic e s  and  I  do not
se e  any  re a so n  fo r  c h a n g in g  th o se  o ld  
m e thod s

(c ) O ften new  fa rm  p ra c t ic e s  a re  not 
s u c c e s s f u l,  h o w e v e r ,  i f  th e y  a re  p ro m is in g ,  
I  w o u ld  s u r e ly  l i k e  to a d o p t  them

14 M anagem ent o r ie n t a t io n

I  P la n n in g  o r ie n ta t io n

a) E a ch  y e a r  one s h o u ld  p re p a re  a f r e s h  
c a le n d a r  o f o p e ra t io n s  to be  done in  
th e  p la n ta t io n s

b) T h e  num ber o f  p la n t in g  m a te r ia ls ,  
q u a n t it y  o f f e r t i l i z e r s ,  p la n t  p ro te c t io n  
c h e m ic a ls  needed  fo r  r a i s in g  th e  p la n t 
a t io n  s h o u ld  be  a s s e s s e d  in  a d v a n ce

c) I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to t h in k  ahe ad  o f the  
c o s t  in v o lv e d  in  r a i s in g  th e  p la n ta t io n

d ) One need not c o n su lt  any  a g r ic u lt u r a l  
e x p e r t  fo r  c ro p  p la n n in g

e) I t  i s  p o s s ib le  to in c re a se  th e  y ie ld
th ro u g h  fa rm  p ro d u c t io n  p lan



— l o 

l l  P ro d u c t io n  o r ie n ta t io n

a) T im e ly  fa rm  o p e ra t io n s  f o r  th e  c ro p  
e n su re s  good  y ie ld

b) One s h o u ld  u se  a s  m uch f e r t i l i z e r  a s  he 
l i k e s

c ) D e te rm in in g  f e r t i l i z e r  d o se  b y  s o i l  
t e s t in g  s a v e s  m oney

d) F o r  t im e ly  weed c o n t r o l  one s h o u ld  even 
u se  s u it a b le  w e e d ic id e s

e) S p a c in g  s h o u ld  be  g iv e n  a s  recom m ended  
b y  th e  s p e c ia l i s t

I I I  M a rk e t in g  o r ie n ta t io n

a) A  fa rm e r can ge t goo d  p r ic e  b y  g r a d in g  
h i s  p ro d u ce

b ) One s h o u ld  s e l l  h i s  p ro d u c e  th ro u g h  the 
R u b b e r  P r o d u c e r s ' S o c ie t y

c) P ro p e r  p r o c e s s in g  o f  th e  c ro p  s h o u ld  
be done to ge t goo d  p r ic e  in  m a rke t

15 L e v e l  o f kn ow le d ge

A n sw e re  th e  fo l lo w in g  q u e s t io n s

1) S o u rc e  o f q u a l it y  p la n t in g  m a te r ia l s u it a b le  to y o u r  la n d  and c lim a te

2) A  p ro m is in g  c lo n e  fo r  o u r  c o n d it io n

3 ) a W h e th e r m anu ring  r e q u i r e d  fo r  m ature  tre e -5

Y e s No



b . I f  y e s ,  am ount o f f e r t i l i z e r  f o r  a m atu re  tree  in  an y e a r ?  

c F re q u e n c y  o f a p p l ic a t io n  o f f e r t i l i z e r

d T im e  o f  a p p l ic a t io n  o f f e r t i l i z e r

4 \ D ep th  o f ta p p in g  cut

5 ) How i s  weed g ro w th  c o n t ro l le d  m  r u b b e r  p la n ta t io n s ?

6 ) How i s  t a p p in g  done d u r in g  r a in y  s e a s o n ?

7 )  W e igh t o f  one ru b b e r  s h e e t ?

8 ) W hat a re  the  p r o p h y la t i c  m e a su re s  to  be  taken  up to a v o id  b row n  b a s t ?

9 )H ow  can we c o n t ro l the  a b n o rm a l le a f  f a l l  of r u b b e r ?

10) a  H ave  you  h e a rd  abou t th e  c h e m ic a l u sed  fo r  th e  s t im u la t io n  of b a r k ?

Y e s  No

b I f  y e s ,  w h a t i s  th a t  c h e m ic a l?  

c . How i t  i s  a p p l ie d

-  14 -



-  15 -

11) I s  th e re  any  n e c e s s it y  f o r  ann ua l t a p p in g  r e s t 9

Ye s No

12) In  som e ru b b e r  t r e e s  at th e  f o r k  re g io n  -  w h ite  o r  p in k  c o lo u re d  
c o b w e b b e y  m y c e l ia l  g ro w th  on the  b a r k  s u r fa c e  w ith  s t r e a k s  o f la te x  
o o z in g  out from  th e  le s io n  ro t in g ,  d r y in g  up  and  c r a c k in g  o f the  
a ffe c te d  b a r k  -  d e v e lo p m e n t o f s p r o u t s  from  b e lo w  th e  a ffe c te d  p o rt io n  
-  d r y in g  up  of th e  d i s t a l  p o r t io n s  w ith  d r y  le a v e s  s t i c k in g  to the 
dead  b ra n c h e s  c o u ld  be seen  W hat c o n t ro l m ea su re  you ta k e  up  m  
t h i s  c o n d it io n 9
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A B S T R A C T

I n  d e v e lo p m e n t com m un ica t ion  p r in t  m edium  can  c la im  an im p o rta n t  

r o le  p a r t i c u la r l y  in  a l i t e r a t e  s o c ie t y  S e v e r a l  fa rm  m agaz ine s  c a te r  

to the  in fo rm a t io n  n e ed s o f a g r ic u l t u r a l  s e c to r ,  but th e  e xten t o f t h e i r  

u t i l i t y  h a s  not been e m p i r i c a l ly  m e a su re d  so  f a r  A  s t u d y  w as

conducted  to  a n a ly se  th e  e x te n t o f u t i l iz a t io n  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine , 

w h ich  h a s  th e  h ig h e s t  c i r c u la t io n  and  lo n g  h i s t o r y  o f p u b l ic a t io n

among fa rm  m agaz ine s  m  M a la y a la m  a lo n g  w ith  a s s e s s in g  the  in f lu e n c e

o f se le c te d  p e r so n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f th e  s u b s c r ib e r s  on m agaz ine  

u t i l iz a t io n  T h e  s tu d y  a ls o  a im ed  a t a n a ly s in g  the  m e ssage  c o n s t r a in t s  

at e n co d in g ,  t r a n s m is s io n  and  d e c o d in g  le v e l s

T h e  s t u d y  w as co n d ucted  am ong th e  s u b s c r ib e r s  of the  m agaz ine  

in  th re e  s e le c te d  d i s t r i c t s  o f K e r a la  w ith  200 re sp o n d e n t s  m  the  

sa m p le  T h e  s a l ie n t  f in d in g s  o f th e  s t u d y  a re

1 T h e re  w a s  a c o n s id e r a b le  e x ten t o f v a r ia t io n  in  th e  le v e l  o f u t i l i 

z a t io n  o f  s u b s c r ib e r s  o f 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine , w ith  a s c o re  ran ge  

o f 28 to  79, th ough  th e  p o te n t ia l u t i l iz a t io n  in d e x  w as 100

2 T he  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f th e  s u b s c r ib e r s  su c h  a s m anagem ent 

o r ie n ta t io n ,  s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  and  e d u ca t io n  had  p o s i t iv e  and  

s ig n i f i c a n t  in f lu e n c e  on th e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f the  m agaz ine



3 T h e  re sp o n d e n t s  in d ic a t e d  th a t  f a u lt y  p e rc e p t io n  o f a u d ie n ce  p r o f i le  

b y  th e  a u th o r  a s  p e r c e iv e d  b y  th e  re a d e r  a s  th e  m ost im p o rta n t  

c o n s t ra in t  at e n co d in g  le v e l ,  u n t im e ly  rea ch  to th e  re a d e r  at t r a n s 

m is s io n  le v e l  and  i r r e le v a n c e  to  a t t r ib u te s  o f in n o v a t io n  at 

d e c o d in g  le v e l  H o w e ve r,  none o f th e  c o n s t r a in t s ,  id e n t i f ie d  had 

s ig n i f ic a n t  in f lu e n c e  on th e  u t i l iz a t io n  of 'R u b b e r ' m agaz ine


