| @B

ECONOMIC STATUS OF
AGRICULTURAL LASBOURERS
IN THIRUVANANTHAPURARM DISTRICT

By

G UNNIKRISHNAN

THESIS
SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE REQUIREMENT
FOR THE DEGREE
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN AGRICULTURE
(AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS)
FACULTY OF AGRICULTURE
KERALA AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
VELLAYANI
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
1994



DECLARATION

I hereby declare that this thesis
entitled Economic status of Agricultural Labourers
1in Thiruvananthapuram District 1s a bonafide
record of research work done by me during the
course of research and that the thesis has not
previously formed the basis for the award of any
degree diploma associateship fellowship or other

si1milar fi1tle of any other Un:iversity or Society

Vellayana & UNNIKRISHNAN
Ih 11 1994



CERTII'ICATE

Certifi1ed that this thesis entitled
Economic status of Agricultural Labourers 1in
Thiruvananthapuram Disirict 18 a record of research
work done 1ndependently by Mr G UNNIKRISHNAN
under my guldance and supervision and that 1t has

not previouslv formed the basis for the award of any

fs

Vellayani Prof S VENUGOPALAN

1 1L 1994 Chairman Advisory committee
Professor and Head
Department of Agrl Economics
College of Agriculture
Vellayani Thiruvananthapuram

degree fellowship or associateship to him



APPROVED BY

CHATRMAN

Prof S VENUGOPALAN

MEMBERS

1144
(1) Prof E R NARAYANAN NAIR Y s
/72
(2) Dr (Mrs) P SARASWATHY /SZVWW

(3) Dr (Mrs) S REJEENA Lo

EXTERNAL EXAMINER Q /6.,\/*) —_—<
CZ;; kﬂrdﬁﬂmlwﬂ&ﬁgﬂ)

ﬁ g2y omd. ead

den 4 Aol v&mm‘}

mw/:\ra}n o Whetym
i,



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

It gi1ves me boundless pleasure to place on record
my deep sense of gratitude to Prof S Venugopalan Professor
and Head Department of Agricultural Economics and chairman
of my advisory committee for his valuable guidance and
encouragement throughout the course of the study and the

preparation of this thesis

I am grateful to Prof E R Narayanan Nailr
Professor of the Department of Agricultural Economles for his
scholarly suggestions and help rendered to me at wvarious

stages of this work

I owe my 1ndebtedness to Dr (Mrs ) P Saraswathy
Professor and Head of the Department of Agricultureal
Statistics for her valuable guidance rendered tor the
research work especially 1n connection with the selection of

the samples and i1nterpretation of the research data

My heartful thankhs are due to Dr (Mrs ) S
Rajeena Assi1stant Professor F S R S Kottarakkara for her
keen 1nterest criticral commenis and i1rnense help exiended Lo

me at all stages ot this endeavour



The co operation and facilities extended to me by
the staff of the Centre for Development Studies Trivandrum

have been gratefully acknowledged

Protound thanks are also due to the Librarian
College of Horticulture Vellanikkara and Department of
Economi1cs Kerala University Campus Kariavattom tor

permitting me to use the available facilities

I remewmber with thankfulness the help rendered by
Sra CE AJi1thkumar Junior Programmer Department of
Agricultural Statistics i1n the analysis of the data and M/s

Athira Computers Kesavadasapuram 1n getting this typewrtten

The encouragement support and help of my
colleagues and friends Naveen Suresh Suray B1ju Moosa
Louis George Anina and Mang) are a great pleasure to be

remembered and recalled

I thankfully acknowledge all the respondents of

this study for their co operation and assistance

The facirlities rendered by the Kerala Agricultural

University 1s greatefully acknowledged



I am deeply obliged to my parents si1sters and
brothers 1n law for all their affection moral support and

interest whi1 h contributed a lot 1n the completion of my

study

Though 1t 1s quite beyond expression 1 fondly
renember the co operation and encouragement of that person

without whose help this would not have been materialised

My thanks are also due to manv others who have been
helpful to me sometime or the other during the period of my

study

G UNNIKRISHNAN



1T

IIT

Iv

CONTFNTS

INTRODUCTION

THEORETICAL ORIFNTATION

METHODOLOGY

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

SUMMARY

REFERENCTS

APPENDICLS

Page No

&

[SPX

£y

(>



LIST OF TABLFS

— — — — — — — — -—

Tablie No Title

4 1 1 Reli1gion and caste of the sample
householids

4 1 2 Basic particulars of the respondents/
households

4 1 3 Educational status of the respondents

4 2 1 Extent of employment of the respondents
(1n mandays per year)

4 2 2 Distribution of sample households based
on number of earning members

4 2 3 Economic status of the households

4 4 1 Land holding pattern of the households

4 4 2 Land use pattern of the households

4 4 3 Cultivation practices among the sample
households

4 5 1 Classi1fication of households based on
value of farm 1mplements consumer
durables and permanent assets

4 56 2 Livestock status of the households

4 6 1 Distribution of households based on

annual 1ncome

4 6 2 Family 1ncome and the holding si1ze (own)
of the sample households

4 6 3 Income distri:bution =among households
based on sources of 1ncome

4 6 4 Cumulative percentage of households and
annual 1ncome

4 T 1 Expenditure pattern on different food
1tems by the selected ALHH

4 7 2 Ratio of cereals to total food
expenditure

Page

&7

&9

72
74

1&

18

33
a5
7

0

%
QT

q

I3

(@leN

o9



Table No

—

Titile

Correlation between total food expense
and other selected variables

Expend:ture pattern on non food 1i1tems

Correlation between non food expense and
selected characteristics

Expenditure pattern of households across
1income levels

Correlation between total expenditure and
selected variables

Beneficiary Households by type of the
Welfare Programme

4 10 1 Savings of the households through

4 10 6

4 10 7

different agencies

Income level and credi1t sources of the
ALHH

Creda1t support among beneficilary
households by type of agency

Overdues of credits received 1n relation
to the si1ze of holding

Level of loan overdues among ALHH

Average loan overdues based on annual
1ncome

Uti1lisation pattern of cred:it received

Correlation between wvariables of credat
and other selected wvariables

Distribution of respondents based on
their selected profile characteristics

(G

Distribution of respondents based on
their selected profile characteristics
(IT)

Page
(o

W2

L4

e

TN

123

(2

1249

120

122

124

126

127
(29

43

ZE



Figure
Number

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Title

Map showing the location of the study

Lorenz curve showing distribution of
total i1ncome among the ALHH

Average 1ncome and expenditure pattern of
the households across 1ncome levels

Between
Pages

A0 -4

o2, (O4

TEANNITN



IT

ITI

LIST OF APPENDICLS

District wise population of Agricultural
labourers

Sub division wise distribution of
Krish:bhavans 1n Thiruvananthapuram
district

Inverview schedule for collection of data
from agricultural labourers



ABBREVIATIONS

ALHH Agricultural Labour Household(s)

PDS Public Distribution System

PHC - Primary Health Centre



IKTRODUCTION




1 INTRODUCTION

Agriculture still remains the mainstay of our
economy even after 47 years of 1ndependence Development 1n
India 18 synonymous with rural development since more than
two third of 1ts population reside 1n the rural areas with
agriculture as their main occupation more accurately as
their livelirhood Agriculture and allied activities
constitute the single largest contributor to the GDP of Ind:a
accounting for almost 3% per cent Out of a population of
2 9 crores 1in Kerala (census report 1991) 2 ! crore people
live 1n the rural areas Of the total labour force of the
state agricultural labourers alone constitute arcund 25 66
pe~ cent Out of the state 1i1ncome of Ks 13531 crores at
current prices the share of agriculture was Rs 4601 crores
(34 per cent) and allied sectors contributed another 440
crores of rupees (Dept of Economics and statistics
Government of herala) This reveals that agriculture 1s the

ma1n stay ot Kerala s economy also

Human labour use 1n Indian agriculture 18 likely to
be a toplc of significance for some time to come This 13

particularly so stnce the last four decades saw li1ttle



occupational diversification However the rate of growth of
agriculture 1n India 1s at a slow pace only about 2 per cent
per annum The growth rate of employment 1n primary sector
during 1981 91 was least 1n Kerala only 1 28 per cent as
against an all TIndia average ot 2 per cent (Bhattacharya

1991) Ti1ll the eighties the growth rate of agriculture had
lagged behind to that of population but the trend has slowly
started to reverse 1n the eighties There 1s no doubt that
the overall employment growth would continue to depend
cruclally on the primary sector 1n the coming years

Demographilc pressure on land 1s deepening According to
Sheila 1993 There 18 Just too much labour waiting to be
supplied should a chance at a few extra days paid work
appear on the horizon 1nside or outside the farm (Sheila

1993)

It 1s true that agriculture 1n India had a break
through during the late sixties generally known as the Green
revolution period Many attempts have since been made to
examine 1ts i1mpact on the nation s economy It 1s said that
one of the i1ndirect contribution of green revolution was 1ts
impact by way of labour absorption From about 20 million

mandays of employment generated in mid sixties 1t rose to 850



million mandays 1n 1988- 89 due to the various development
progammes (Rao 1989) But in a big country like India

with the fast growing population the benefits were reaped
only bv a smaller scction that too 1n a few pockets The
other areas stil]l had to depend on traditional mater:ials and

methods the result being low productivity and poverty

One of the major limitations of planning 1n India
1s that despite a conscious effort made by the planners to
promote labour 1ntensive techniques of production the growth
of employment has continuously lagged behind the growth of
labour force A study conducted by the Department of
Economics and statistics (Government of Kerala 1988)
recorded that an agricultural labour could find employment
only for about 188 days per year It 1s notable that at
present this figure might still be lower This may be one of
the main reason for the prevalence of poverty and poor
quality li1fe among the agricultural labourers and marginal

farmers

Labour 11s ore of the vital 1nputs 1n the
agricultural production process Agricultural labourers

being the core of the weaker sections of the society deserve



a very specilal attention in the present day context However
they are the most exploited and oppressed class 1n the rural
hierarchy The case may be slightly different 1n a state
11ke Kerala where their condition 1s considered to be not
too worse off Upliftment of agricultural labourers has to
be one of the most 1mportant concerns of our planners and
administrators As per research findings 85 per cent of the
working population 1n Kerala belong to the unorganised and
informal sector and nearly 50 lakh among them are wage
labourers which 1nclude the agricultural labourers also
(Government of Kerala - 1991) Low earnings 1nadequate and
unsteady employment and lack ot any protection and welfare

cover characterise the employment 1n the unorganised sector

The present study was undertaken to analyse the
economic status of agricultural labourers 1n the state with
refercnce Lo a particular district Some of the aspects
the study will enguire 1nto i1nclude the extent and pattern of
employment wages income expenditure pattern extent of
poverty 1ndebtedness soc1al participation benefits from
the labour welfare progammes etc The study has the

following broad objectives



Objectives of the study

1 To understand the levels of employment underemployment
and unemployment of the agricultural labourers of

Thiruvananthapuram distraict

2 To study the wage rates and modes of payment of wages of

the labourers i1n the study

3 To estimate the 1ncome levels of the agricultural labour

households

4 To assess the expenditure pattern of the agricultural

labour households

5 To estimate the extent of pocverty 1f any of the

selected households

b To estimate the i1ndebtedness and savings of the sample

households

7 To assess the support through the varicus welfare

programmes for the selected households

8 To understand other details such as social participation
cosmopoliteness health and hygeine and aspirations of

the labour households

9 To study the level of political participation of the

agricul tural lahoir househeclds



Need for the study

The agricultural labourers constitute the single
largest section of the total work force both 1n the country
and 1n the state For the overall development and progress
of the nation upli1ftment of these people 1s highly
essential It 1s known that planning has been always done
taking 1nto consideration this objective also However the
results always were not as good as expected and the labour

force still has a long way to go for attaining prosperity

A research i1nvestigation 1nto the various aspects
that constitute the economic status of agricultural labourers
will enable the formulation of suitable measures to ensure
effective planning and i1mplemeniation of the policies This
study assumes 1mportance 1n the fact that 1t 1s a research
attempt to study the overall economic status of the
agricultural labourers of a particular dastrict Earlier
studies have been concentrating more on particular aspects

like wages employment etc only

Scope of the study

The 1nterences derived out of this study could be

developed to 1denti1fv the problems and lacunae in the



exi1sting policies and programmes for the welfare of the rural
poor Also 1t may help to understand the changing pattern of
agriculture which has lead to a reduction 1n the extent of
employment of the labourers 1n agriculture sector Also this
study may help planners and administrators 1n devising
suitable strategy for effective 1mplementation of policies

and programmes 1n future

Limitations of the study

tonstrained by Jlimifed time and resources 1t was
unable to operate this study in all parts of the state Also
since this forms only a part of the M Sc (Ag ) Programme
the respondents were selected only from one district (viz )
Thiruvananthapuram These limitations might have narrowed
down the scope of generalisation of the results Also since
the study was based on the expressed opinion of the
respendents 1t maynot be free from personal biases varying
capacities of memory retention and prejudices Inspite ot
these li1mitations much care has been taken to make the study

as objective as possible
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2 THEORETICAL ORIFNTATION

Theoretical orientation helps 1n clear
understanding of i1mportant concepts berng put under =study
with theoretical definitions and explanations This chapter
has the objective of furnishing a proper ortentation to the
study by associating avallable research findings with the
proposed research study The review of previous worhks
attempted 1n this chapter may help in formulation of
hypotheses suggesting methods of research ana may also be
useful 1n the 1nterpretation of the results It also
provides a base for evaluating one s rescearch by comparing 1t

with related efforts of others

Here an attempt 1s made to review pertinent
literature and to cover efforts made by other researchers 1n
the related fi1elds of 1nvestigation The review ot past

studies has been presented under the following sub titles

? 1 Agricultural labourer

Agricultural labour house hold
Labour force and Labour productivity
Employment

Wages

NN NN
[« BN L Z- I ]

Incone



Levels of living

Public distribution system

Lo

Consumption expenditure
10 Measurement of poverty
11 Indebtedness

12 Savings

13 VWelfare schemes

14 Social participation

NN N NN NN NN

15 Political participation

2 1 Agricultural labourer

Agricultural labourer has been defined by various
experts and .committees appointed by the government from time

to time

Desal1 and Shah (1951) 1n their study on the
problems of farm labour 1n Gujarat defined the term
agricultural labourers as all those who depend mainly on tarm
wages for their maintenance 11respective of other sources of

income

Government of India (1955) defined agricultural
labourer as a person who reports that he or she was engaged
1n agricultural operations as hired labourer for wages tor 50
per cent or more of the total number of days worked by him or

her during the previous ycar
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Government of Kerala (1976) defined agricultural
labourer as a person who 1n consideration of the wages
payable to him by a land owner works on or does any other
agricultural operattion in relation to the agricultural land

of such owner

Census of India (1981) defirned agricultural
labourer as a person who worked 1n another person s land for
wages 1n cash Xind or share of crop Such a person has no
risk 1n cultivation but merely worked in another person s
land for wages An agricultural labourer had no right ot
lease or contract on the land on which he worked
Padmanabhan (1981) defined agricultural labourer as a person
doing any kind of agricultural operation for a farmer 1n

recelpt ot wages 1n the form of either cash or kind or both

For the present study an agricultural labourer has
been defined as any person above the age of 18 who reports
that he or sle was engaged i1n operations related to
agriculture &as hired labour for wages 1n cash or kind for
50 per cent or more of the total number of days worked by

him/her during the preceding year



11

2 2 Agricultural labour household (AIBH)

Government of India (1955) 1in the first
Agricultural Labour Enquiry Report defined agricultural
labour family as a family in which either the head of the
family or fifty per cent or more of the earners report

agricultural labour as thelir main occupation

Supe and Singh (1968) 1n their study measured
family si1ze as large (family having more than § members) and

small (family having less than 5 members)

Bardhan s (1984) analysis based on the data on
Rural Labour Enquires suggests that between 1984 & 1974
annual wage i1ncome per ALHH declined 1n all the states cxcept
in UP For rural India as a whole 1t declined by 18 per cent
during this period Proportion of ALBH below the poverty
line for rural India as a whole 1ncreased from 52 to 56 per

cent

Sankar (1985) defined an ALHH as one 1n which 50
per cent or more of the earners report agricultural labour as
their main occupation which 1n turn 1s detined as the

occupation 1n which he or she was engaged for 50 per cent or
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more of the total number of days worked by him or her during

the past 12 months

Kurien (1987) on an assessment made on agricultural
labourers marginal and small farmers concluded that at least
50 per cent ot the¢ number of the work force and their
families and thus of the total population must be considered
tc be 1n a situation where the level of living can only be
abysmally low and the mode of living highly 1nsecure and

precarious

Dev (1988) opined that in the case of Kerala there
1s a big gap between 1ncome actually earned by the labour
households and the potential 1i1ncome sSince umemployed days
are the highest 1n the state compared to the rest of the
states This 1ndicates that poverty among landless
agricultural labour households 1n Kerala ma nly arises due to

high rate of unemployment days rather than low wages

In the present study an ALHH has been defined as a
house hold to which the respondent belonged and the main
source of 1ts 1ncome was from activitries related to

agricul ture
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2 3 Tabour force and labour productivity

Pandey (1957) defined labour force as the number of

men avallable for gainful work on the preceding day

Shanmuga sundaram (1980) defined labour
productivity as the output per man day of labour 1nput
Labour productivity depends on the quality of labour the
avarlable land area and other direct 1nputs associated with

labour

Franklin (1981) 1n hi1s study on concepts of
unemployment methods of measuring unemployment 1n an under
developed country detined labour force as all persons both
male and female 1n the age group between 15 and 59 who may be
regarded as eligible for employment Students disabled and

mentally retarded may be excluded from the labour force

Sankar (1985) defined labour force as all persons
both male and female belonging to the age group 15 59

excluding students disabled and mentally retarded persons

Dev (1986) opined that an analysis of labour

productivity and 1ts relation to rural povertv needs no
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special Justaification It 1s by now generally recognised
that rural households with access to little or no land or non
land assets and dependent primarily on uncertain and
fluctuating wage employment form the single largest segment
of the rural poor It the productivity of these workers are

high rural poverty may be low

In the present study labour force 1s considered to
be constituted by all persons above the age of 18 years and
who are engaged 1n labour activities related to agriculture
Students disabled persons below the age of 18 and the

mentally disabled persons form the dependant group

2 4 Enployment

Employment denotes the availability of Job

opportunities to the working class

Pandey (1957) 1n his study on the pattern of
agricultural labour i1n Uttar Pradesh defined different levels

of employment dg follows

1 Tull employment A man 1s considered fully employed 1f

the total hours worked by him are not less than the total
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hours he was avallable for gainful work during the reference
period It means that 1f a labour was with job but not at
work due to personal reasons li1ke sickness and hence was not

avallable for work he would be considered fully employed

2 Unemployment If the number of hours worked by a member
of the labour force was zero during the reference period
although he was avairlable for gainful work he was considered

unemployed

3 Under employment If the number of total hours
avallable for gainful work during the reference period was
greater than the number of total hours worked by a member of

the labour force he wnas considered under employed

Goswam1 and Bora (1970) 1n their study on the
demand for agricultural labour 1n rural areas of Assam
defined full employment as 300 days of 8 hour man days This
was arrived at on the assumption that one worker will get
one holiday for each week (52 days) and 13 days for sickress

and other works

Jose (1978) 1n his study on Agricultural l!abour

force 1n Kerala observed that the employment figures for
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Kerala was lowest among Indian states Panicker (1978) found
that open unemployment rate works out to 33 per cent of the
labour force Incidence of undernutrition and malnutrition
1s a reflection of the very low level of 1ncome which i1nturn

1s duc to tnadequate emplovment opportunities

Puhazhend1 (1980) 1n his study on Nilgiris district
of Tamil Nadu observed that on an average male labour could
find employment for 223 50 mandays 1n a year In the study
area no one was fully employed and 75 per cent of them were
moderately underemployed and remaining 25 per cent were

severely under employed

Dutt (19881) observed that the paucity of non-
agricultural occupations 1n village areas was one of the most
important reasons for low wages and poor economic conditions
of the farm labourers Franklin (1981} opined that 1f a
person 1s employed for more than 9 months during the
preceding year he or she may be classified as fully employed
A person who remains unemployed (1e ) without any productive
work during the previous year may be classified as unemployed
and the remaining all thosc¢ who have been employed from one

to nine months may be classified as seasonally unemployed
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Kumar et al (1981) found that wagdes product price and

irrigation are the dominant determinants of employment

Sankar (1985) defined employment of Agricultural
Labourer as wage paid agricultural employment plus non
agricultural employment like construction work digging

wells fencing thatching houses etc

Thamarajakshi (1989) 1n a study on agricultural
growth rural development and employment generation observed
that there has been an 1ncreasing casualisation of rural
labour and a large number of marginal holders had become
avallable for and primarily dependant on wage labour The
proportion of casual wage labour 1n the rural work force has
tncreased from 22 to 29 per cent from 1973 to 1983 Fifty
five per cent of workers belonged to families below poverty

line, 20 per cent of workers were ready for additional work

Baner jee (1993) found that there has been a
perceptible decline 1n agricultural output and employment
during the post green revolution period Rural employment 1in
general and agricultural employment 1n particular showed a

downward trend and this has slowed down total employment
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growth although urban employment registered some
improvement The condittion of the agricultural labour 1s
likely to worsen 1n a truncated reform which eludes land
reform and the basic structure ot production relations 1n
the agrarian scctor and which emphasises on agro i1ndustries
and i1nfrastructure development by private 1nvestment

depending on profitability and market conditions

In this study the concept of employment has been
kept as worx done for wages as hired labour or for self 1n a
day for not less than 8 hours The type of work 1nclude
ordinary labour operations 1n cultivated lands construction
digging wells thatching skilled work and other house hold

works

2 5 VWages

Wages are the returns the workers get for thetr

labour

Misra and Gupta (1974) opined that apart from
productivity there are several other variables such as
distribution of land holdings irrigated area avallabrlity
of pumpsets tractor use and availability of agricultural

labour playing an i1mportant role 1n wage determination
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Pandey (1976) attributed the substantial wage hikes
of agricultural labour i1n Kerala not to the level of
agricultural! development or to the si1ze of 1ts agriculture
sector According to him effective unionisation of the
agriculturatlt labourers and pro labour attitude of successive
state governments have 1mproved the bargaining capacity of

the workers which enable them to get maximum advantages

Parthasarathy (1983) 1n his study found that the
wage rates had i1ncreased much faster tLthan farm prices 1in
Kerala for rice cultivation He concluded that this might
have accounted for stagnation of paddy production 1n Kerala
Rajagopalan (1983) observed in his study on deceteration of
agricultural growth in Tamil Nadu that real wages tended to
be stagnant even though an incremental 30 per cent of
labour could handle an incremental output of 40 per cent
Increasing labour productivity coulid have been rewarded with

better wage 1ncome than what has been paid actually

Sankar (1985) defined wages of agricultural labour
as wages and earnings for agricultural employment both 1n

cash and kind
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According to Baby (1986) existing studies on
agricuitural wages 1n India could be faulted on 3 counts
uncritical use of wage data from varying sources endpolnt

comparison and use of an approprtiate deflator

He has compared the movements of wages and cereal
prices and has found that the movement of retail prices when
superimposed on the movement of money wages showed a trend
synchronisation “It 1s seen that over the period 1960 1980
whenever there was an 1ncrease 1n retaill price of rice it was
followed by an i1ncrease 1n the money wage rate but the
rising trend 1n money deesn t stop with the prices but
continues well 1nto the 1nitial years of the down swing of
prices also {ertain year to year 1ncreases 1n the money
wages 1n few consecutive years 18 followed by stagnancv or

”
decline in the suc eeding years and the cycle 18 repeated

Sridhar (1987) found that money wages tended to
move along with prices both 1n periods of falling as well as
rising prices Also cereal prices play a very 1important
role in determining the level of money wages and therefore

the level of real wages
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Acharya (1989) observed that there 1s a wide and
persistent wvariation i1n the wages across regions sometimes
within the state Wages arce sensitive to general upswings
and downswings i1n the economy such as agricultural production

and nflation

Puranchand et al (1993) observed that between 1980
and 1992 both money and real wages have 1ncreased 1n all the
states with the highest wages 1n Punjab 1n the country The
rise 1n nominal and real wage rates per annum was the highest
in Kerala (Rs 1 40 and 0 19 ps respectively) among all the

states 1n the country

Kaur and Goyal (1883) 1n their study have 1ndicated
s1gni1ficant differences 1n the wages of females and males for
the operations 1n which both were employed Even for the
operations which were female labour 1ntensive and were
considered to be better performed by them such as weeding

their wages were only half the wages of males

In the present study wages are considered as the
returns the labourers get eirther i1n cash or i1n kind for the

work they have done as agricultural labourers



22

2 68 Income

National Council of Applied Economic HKesearch
(1961) defined i1ncome of a house hold as the earnings both 1n
cash and kind that has accrued to and realised by the members

of the house holds during the reference period

Dantwala (1975) 1n a study on poverty and
unemployment 1n 12 villages observed that estimation of
1ncome especially of the poor house holds 1s a tricky problem
particularly 1n view of the fact that many of these
households resort to multiple occupations The reported
duration of the employment 1n each of them and the 1ncome

derived therefrom are subject to a wide margin of error

Lekshminarayan (1977) opined that a category called
pure agricultural labourers are fast disappearing as 1ncome
from agricultural labour 1s only a fraction of the total
tncome of labour house holds In view of this discussions

based merely on wage rates of ALHH are not worth while

Rajendran (1341) observed that 1ncome from crops

formed the major source of 1ncome of the farm house holds and
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1t formed about 82 per cent of the gross 1ncome of farm

families

Sankar (1985) defined i1ncome of the ALHH as the
total 1ncome comprising agricultural wage 1ncome self

employment i1ncome salaries remittances grants etc 1f any

Narayana (1990) 1n his study on rural poverty found
that 60 per cent of the bottom population 1n rural India 1s

wholly or partly dependant on wage 1ncomes

Singh and Hazell (1993) observed that per capita
1ncome 1s a useful measure of poverty because it summarises a

household s ability to acquire all 1ts basic needs

In the present study i1ncome of an agricultural
labour household has been defined as the total earnings and
recelpts of the household for the past one year from
agriculture wages livestock pensions salaries grants and

other social contributions

2 7 Levels of living

According to Sharma and Guha (1966) the term level

of living 1s employed to 1ndicate actual condition of life
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and work It mcans the plane of living or content of living
which would take i1nto consideration the composite goods and
services actually consumed which may or maynot be 1identical
with what the 1ndividual or family regards as necessary or

desirable

Sankar (1985) opined that level of living takes
tnto account the composite goods and services actually
consumed by the family which may or maynot be i1dentical with

what they regard as necessary or desirable

Acharya (1992) observed that rise 1n wages 1s
detrimental to employment but a freeze 1n wages can seriously
affect levels of living of hired labourers who form the

poorest section i1n rural India

In the present study levels of living 18
conceptualized as the real li1fe si1tuation of the labour
households and as to how much they spent on goods and

sServices

2 8 Public Distribution System (PDS)

Tyagi1 (1990) criticised the PDS 1n that per capilta

distribution of food grains 1n different states had not been
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consistent with the percentage of population below the

poverty line 1n these states

Dev and Suryanarayana (1991) observed that at the
all India level the dependence of the poor on the FDS 1n
rural areas for rice wheat edible oi1ls etc 1s less than 16
per cent It means that the dependence of the rural poor on
the open market 1s much higher than on the PDS for most of
the commodities distributed under the PDS More or less
people of all 1ncome groups depend uniformly to the same
extent on the PDS with respect to all commodities 1n rural

areas even though there are slight variations

PDS 1s rural bilased at the all India level for

rice coarse cercals sugar and cloth These 1tems
constitute 60 percent of total PDS purchases Hence 1t
appears tha PDS 18 not urban biased but pro rural However
the findings at the state level vary In states like West

Bengal PDS ts still urban biased

Franke (14993) 1n his study 1n Kerala found that the
ration shops provide as 1mportant foocd subsidy for landless

households but dosen t bring them upto the level of calorie
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sufficiency However as per another finding of Geetha and
Suryanarayana (1999) part of the reason for not buying from
the Fair Price Shops 1s 1nadequate irregular and poor
qualiity of food grains suppliied by these shops This 1s the

reason cited even by the poor pceople

Suryanarayana (1994) again observed that 1n Kerala
the gap between consumption requirements and local production
resulted 1n the open market prices remairning at a
substantially higher level than the ration prices which 1n
turn provided 1nadequate 1ncentives for consumers to

continue their purchase from the ration shops

By PDS 1s meant 1n this study the ordinary fair
price shops (ration shops) 1n each village under the state
government s ministry of food and civil supplies which
supplies essenttal 1tems li1ke cerals sugar kerosene edible
orls etc to the common man at subsidised rates based on

their possession of ration cards

2 9 Consumption Expenditure

Dantwala (1Yb1) found that consumption expenditure

exceeded 1ncome for all categories of Agricultural Labourers
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the defictt varying from 128 to 259 per cent highest being

for attached workers

Shah (1960) Consumption expenditure revealed a
shift 1n favour of food 1tems as compared to non food 1tems
which tends to support the hypothesis that 1ncrease 1n focd
production 1s likely to be followed by a rise 1n food

consumption under chronic conditions of under nutrition

Pandey (1976) observed that household 1income was
Just sufficient to meet the consumption expenditure for the
sample as a whole provided that the amount of outstanding
debts was kept more or less the same either by not repaying

them or by 1ncurring new debts to repay the old ones

Puhazhend:1 (1980) observed that expenditure on food
was B7 45 per cent followed bv clothing 6 16 per cent and the
expenditure on social and religions functions ranked third 1in

total expenditure

Rajendran (1981) 1n his study on consumption
behaviour of farm households found that about 66 per cent of

total expenditure was spent on food and rest on non food
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1tems Clothing was the most 1mportant non food 1tem of

expenditure

Varadarajan (1981) opined that consumption
expenditure 1s 1nfluenced significantly by the 1ncome of the
familties Consumption 1s 1ntluenced by the total vartiable
income Elasticity of consumption for farm families were
found to be 1nelastic as suggested by theories of

consumption

According to Sankar (19685) consumption expenditure
comprises all expenditure 1ncurred by the households
exclusively on domestic account 1ncluding consumption out of

home grown produce gi1fts loans wages received 1n kind etc

In the present study consumption expenditure
denotes the expenses 1ncurred by the family as a unit for
food and non food 1tems like cloths li1ghting medilc1ine
education travel recreation socilal & religious functions

service charges malntenance charges etc

The 1tem total expenditure 1ncluded the sum of

consumption expenditure (total food expenditure + total non
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food expenditure) with expenditure 1ncurred on agriculture

livestock repayment of old debts etc

2 10 Measurement of poverty

Planning commisston (1970) under the Government of
Indi1a defined poverty on the basis of per capita consumption
expenditure and declared Hs 20 per capita per month at 1960

61 prices minimum desirable consumption standard

Again planning commission (1877) defined the
poverty line as the midpoint of the monthly per capita
expenditure class having a daily calorie 1ntake of 2400 and
2100 per person i1n rural and urban areas respectively At
79-80 prices the mid points are Rs 76 and Rs 88 1n these
areas respectively VWith changes 1n prices these figures
change In terms of this definition one can 1dentify the poor
as those who donot 1ncur this much consumption expenditure

These thus classified live below the poverty line

Bardhan (1984) observed that proportion of ALHH
below the poverty line of rural India as a whole 1ncreased

from 52 to 56 per cent during 1964 65 to 1974 75
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Sankar (1985) considered a person as poor 1f the
per capita consumption expenditure per month was less than Rs

110 99 at 82 84 prices

Dandekar (1986) has commented on the poverty
alleviation programmes thus The proportion of the
population below the poveriy line 44 4 per cent 1n 1983 1is
of course below the same 1n 1971{-72 namely 46 0O per cent
But the decline 1s too small only about 1 6 points in 11
vyears to derive comfort from The s1ze of the problem 1s
s1mply too large compared to the size of the antipoverty
programmes Also 1t 1s to be noted that the small decline 1n
poverty since 1977 78 1s partly dve to the prices of primary
food articles not rising to the same extent as the rise 1n

prices of other commod:ities
Shergi1ll (1989) had the following conclusions 1n
his study

1 Migher land concentration 15 associated with lower

1incidence of rural poverty

2 Extent of tenancy as such does not seem to i1nfluence the

1incidence of rural poverty



31

3 Capi1talist penetration 1n agriculture 1s the most
important factor that determines the i1ncidence of

poverty 1n the rural areas

Narayana (1990) observed that relationship between
cyclical fluctuations 1n the 1ncidence of poverty and the
real wage rates seems to be 1nverse and fairly close Sharp
1ncreases 1n cereal prices bring down the real wages leading

to an 1ncrease 1n the incidence of poverty and vice versa

Si1dhu (1991) found that 1n Punjab and Haryana even
though wage rates are high about half the wage labour house
holds are still living below the poverty 1li1ine It 1s
therefore argued that agricultural development alone cannot

solve the problem of unemployment and rural poverty

Jain (14692) considered 6 methods for drawing
absolute poverty line and concluded that the planning
commission method was guite useful 1n the case of developing
countries li1ke India In this method the recommended minimum
level of food 1ntake 1s given 1n terms of a calorie norm of
2100 and 2400 calories per person per day 1n urban and ruratl

areas respectively
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In this study also the poverty line 1s based on
the methodology followed at present by the planning
commlission House holds with per capitta per month consumption
expenditure less than Rs 210 at 1992 93 prices 1s considered

poor

2 11 Indebtedness

Shah (1960) 1n his study based on first and second
Agricultural Labour Enquiry reports found that there was =a

major increase 1n borrowings of agricultural labourers

Desal (1969) suggested that merely helping workers

to secure loans at low rate of i1nterest will not help them
The better way 1s to help them exercise control over their

expenses

Varma (1980) 1n his study on i1ndebtedness among
ALHH based on the report of the Rural Labour Enquiry
Committee (1974 75) concluded that 1n most of the states the
majority of house holds are 1n debt More than three—forth
of the ALHH were 1n debt 1n the union territory of
Pondicherry and the states of Kerala Rajasthan Haryana and

Tam1l Nadu
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Sankar (1985) defined 1ndebtedness of the ALHH as
the total amount of borrowings of the house holds 1n cash and

kind as on the date of collection of the data

Sarkar (1933) found that despite the greater
1ncidence of modern agricultural technology the economic
condiltions of the tandless tenants (pure tenants) who are
tied to the bondage of perpetual debt with their land owners
(leasers) are noticeably worse off than the landless
agricultural labourers who enjoy freedom to secure employment
with different employers with whom the land less labourers

are not enmeshed with any loanable transactions

In the present study an ALEH 1s said to be indebted
1f 1t has any loan outstanding against 1t and the level of
indebtedness depends on the total amount outstanding of the

household

2 12 Savings

Desa:1 (1970) defined saving as the difference

between current output and current expenditure The term

current denoted any period less than one year
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Deole and Ashturkar (1974) have pointed out that
holdings below 10 acres did not show any saving on the
contrary they were 1n deficit Savings tended to 1increase

with the increase 1n the si1ze of the holding

Sankar (1985) has defined current savings as the
difference between current disposable 1ncome and current

consumption expenditure

In the present study savings has been defined as
the total sum of money the respondent had 1nvested i1n any of

the formal or i1nformal 1nstitutions

2 13 Welfare Schenes

Gopal (1984) 1n a benefit cost analysis of the
Indian family welfare programme found that the benefit cost
rati1o0 have declined from 82 08 to 7 05 during 1966-67 to
1978-79 It revealed the fact that benefits were not

1increasing corresponding to the growth i1in expenditure

Rath (1985) observed that at the end of seven

years of operation of IRDP only about 3 per cent of the poor
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house holds tn rural India would have been helped to rise
above poverty The essenti1al point was that despite
achievements of targets 1n other respects the programme s

impact on the poor was 1nadequate

In his study Dandekar (1986) concluded that the
s1ze of the problem 1s simply too large compared to the size

of the antipoverty programmes

Parthasarathy (1987) has sai1d that most of the
lands received by the poor house holds was given up by them
as they did not have complementary resources to develop and
use the newly received lands Annual 1ncome per house hold
deri1ved from common property resources ranged between Rs 5§30
and Rs830 and 1s much higher than the i1ncome generated by the

antipoverty programmes

According to Kurien (1989) If one judges IRDP 1n
terms of crossing the poverty line 1t has so far been a grand
failure as only 10 12 per cent of the beneficiaries could
reach the goal If the criterion applied 1s an 1increase n
fami1ly 1ncome about three fourth of the assisted families

experienced at least some 1ncrease
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Malyadev: et al (1992) have observed that the
various programmes could not benefit the economically weaker
sections of the society as they were 1nadequately financed
and 1mplemented by different departments without any co-—
ordination They suffered from several defccts and didnot
succeed to an appreciable extent either 1n removing poverty
and unemployment or creating productive assets They were
time bound and were viewed as some thing of extra work by the
officials who had to operate at the block and village level
Rao (1992) has examined the potential and prospects for
tntegrating the major poverty alleviation programmes and has
concluded that there 1s potential for the greater i1ntegration

within the overall development strategy

Fatimab1 (1993) found that education
cosmopolliteness mass media participation contact with
extension agency economic motivation innovativeness and
level of aspiration of agricultural labourers had positive
and si1gnificant relationship with their attitudes towards

wel fare schemes

In the present study welfare Programmes are

considered to be government sponsored ones which has the
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objective of uplifting the rural poor for attaining better

prosperity (above the poverty line)

2 14 Social participation

Interaction with the other people of the society
and 1nvolvement 1n social functions 1s considered 1important

1n any study i1n the field of social scilences

Nelson (1492) found that education soclal
participation contact with extension agency 1nnovativeness
and scientific orientation were significantly and positively
related with the awareness of Karshaka vikasana samathy
members about krishi bhavans Contact with extension agency
was found to be the most i1mportant factor 1n shaping the

attitude of farmers towards Krishibhavans

Ashaletha (1993) suggested that 1nfrastructure
facilities 1n the krishibhavans should be 1mproved by local

mobili1sation of 1nfrastructure with the help of the farmers

Fatimabr (1993) has found that for majority of

agricultural labourers contact with extension agency was low
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and also that the agricultural labourers were 1n a miserable
condition with Ilow education poor soci1o economic status

soclal participation contact with extension agency etc

In the present study for determining the level of
soci1al participation of a person we take i1nto account factors
such as membership 1n organisations and frequency of
attendance 1n programmes such as meetings seminars

exhibitions fi1eld trips ete

2 15 Political participation

Pandey (1976) 1n his study on the pattern of wages
1income and consumer expenditure of agricultural labourers 1n
India observed that the substantial wage hikes of
agricultural labourers i1n Kerala may not be attributed either
to the level of agricultural development or to the size of
1ts agricultural sector Effective unionisation of
agricultural labourers and pro labour attitudes of the
successive state governments have 1mproved the bargaining
capacity of the workers which enabled them to get maximum

advantages
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Bardhan (1989} i1n her study has made the following

observations

* The agricultural labourers and marginal peasents are
poor not Just 1n land and other productive assets but

also 1n organisation

* The 1ncidence of labour tying 18 remarkably less 1n the

relativelv more unionised rural Kerala

According to Subramanian (1994)%6n Lhe question ot
effect of unionisation of agricultural labou~ the studies 1n
Kerala showed that 1t coula achieve high wage rate but on
the contrary 11 Thanj)a ur district of Tamil=nadu 1t didnot

2]
succeed to Lhe ex ent needed

In the present study political participation 1S
measured by notipng the fact whether the responaent 1s a
member of any o the registered political perty or tradeun:ion
tnh comnon and also the reason both for e1the Joining the

movemenl or not J7rning the movement



METHODOLOGY




40

3 METHODOLOGY

This chapter presents a brief description of the

methods and procedures employed 1n conducting the study the

detaills of which are presented under the following heads

1 Location of the study

2 Sampling procedure

3 Selection and measurement of variables
4 Procedure of data collection

5 Period of study

86 Statistical tools used

31 Location of the study

The study was conducted 1n Thiruvananthapdaram
district of Kerala state The district has a comparatively
high population of agricultu al labourers among all the
districts of Kerala The district wise population of

agricultural labourers 1n Kerala 1s given 1n Appendilx 1

Sampling procedure

Since the study was to find out the economic status

of agricultural labourers only agricultural labourers have
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been 1ncluded 1n the study Thiruvananthapuram district has
84 Krishibhavans under the three subdivisions viz Attingal

Nedumangadu and Neyyattinkara The subdivision wise
distribution of Krishibhavans 1n the district 1s given 1n
Appendix II A three stage random sampling procedure was
adopted for the selection of the respondents with the
subdivision the Krishibhavan and tbe respondent being the

first second and third stage units respectively

0f the three subdivisions 1n the distraict

Neyyattinkara subdivision was selected randomly

A map showing the location of the study 1s the

given 1n Fi1g 3 1 1

3 21 Selection of Krishibhavans

From the selected subdivision the names of the
Krishibhavans were arranged 1n alphabetical order and four
Krishibhavans were selected at random The Krishibhavans thus
selected were Maranatloor (Athiyancor block) Pallichal
{(Nemom block) Poovar (Parassala block) and Venganoor

(Athiyanoor block)
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3 2 2 Selection of Agricultural labourers

In this study an agricultural labourer 18
considered as one whose main source of 1ncome (more than 50

per cent) 1s from wage employment 1n the agriculture sector

Separate lists of farmers were collected from each
of the four selected Krishibhavans and they were contacted
for obtaining the names of the labourers employed by them
Thus a li1st of agricultural labourers was prepared for each
of the four Krishibhavans From each 1list thirty
agricultural labourers were selected at random to constitute
a sample of 120 agriculttural labourers as respondents for Lhe

study

3 3 Selection and measurement of variables

Based on the review of eariler works discussions
with experts and observations by the researcher a list of 15
maln variables were sele~ted and 1ncluded for the study The

variables included i1n the study were
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1 Basic fam:ly particulars
2 Education
3 Employment & wages
4 Land holding (owned and operated)
S Land use pattern
6 Possessions a farm implements & machinery
b Livestock
¢ tLonsumer durables
7 Permanent assets
8 Income of the household
9 Household expenditure pattern
a food expenditure
b non food expenditure
c Total erypenditure
10 Participation 1n welfare programmes
11 Savings
12 Indebtedness
13 Soc1ial participat:ion

14 Exposure to mass media
15 Political awareness & participation and

16 Miscel laneous factors

The explanation of the variables used for the s udy

1s given below



44

3 3 1 Basic famlly particulars

This refers to the following sub variables which
help us to know 1n depth about the basic characteristics of
the sample household For the measurement of the various
variables the scale followed by Fathimab:i (1993) was adopted

with sti1ght modifications

The sub variebles 1ncluded were

a Religion The religion to which the family actually

belongs
b Caste Caste of the selected respondent

c Fami1ly status By this 1t 18 meant whether the

household selected 1s of single joint or nuclear type

d Housing condition Denotes wnether the house of the

respondent i1s a hut thatched or tiled one

e Electrification Whether the house 1s electrified or
not
f Family size It i1ncludes the total number of members 1in

the household above the age of five
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g Family Composition It denotes the number of male and

female members 1n each household

h Family employment Refers to the total number of earning

members 1n each household

The above variables were measured using the following scale

Categories Score
Religion
Hindu 1
Christian 2
Others 3
Caste
Scheduled Caste (Sc) 1
Scheduled tribe (St) 2
Backward Caste (Bc) 3
Forward Caste (Fc) 4

¢ Family status
single 1
Joint 2

Nuclear 3
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d Housing condition

Hut 1
thatched 2
tiled 3
Others 4

e Electrification

Not Electrified 0

Electrified 1

3 3 2 Education

Education refer to the extent of literacy of the

respondent at the time of conducting the survey

Trived:1 (19683) developed a scoring system for
measuring different levels of education 1n his socio economic
status scale The method was followed by Padmanabhan (1981)
to measure the edicational status of agricultural labourers

The method adopted by Padmanabhan 18 followed here with

sli1ght modifications The scor:ing pattern was as follows
Category Score
1llrterate 0

primary school 1
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middle school 2
high school 3
collegiate 4

3 33 Employment and wages

According to Webster s third 1nternational
dictionary employment 1s any activity 1n which one engages
and employs his time and energy In the present study
employment 18 considered as work done by an individual either
for wages as hired labour or in own field Here to find the
total employment of a labourer the total number of days he

had worked 1n the preceeding year was taken

Since agriculture alone may not provide employment
on all days the respondents may engage 1n other types of
works elso Hence data have been collected =separately for
the type of work number of days employed as hired labour and

number of days worked i1n own field

The working hours and the durat:ion of break period

has also been taken 1nto account



48

Wages denote the reward obtained by the employee
for his work Wages paid to the labourer both 1n cash and
k1nd has been taken i1nto account and the total wages 13 taken

as the sum of the money wages & money equivalent of kind

wages

3314 Land holding (owned and operated)

This was considered 1n two categories The first
category as the total area of land owned by the labourer
measured 1n cents The area under dry/garden land and wet
land has been measured separately and thelr summation was

taken as si1ze of owned holding

The second category which 18 the operational
holding 1nclude owned land and land leased 1n (area measured

1n cents) for agriculture and other purposes

3 3 5 Land use pattern

Thi1s was characterised as the different uses to
which the land was put by the respondent This measures the

area used for different purposes such as building
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agriculture land kept as fallow and land used for other

purposes

The cultivation details of the farmers 18 accounted
here which 1ncludes the area under each crop vield
expenditure returns profit /loss actually gained during the

previous year

3 3 6 Possessions

This variable has been categorised i1nto three

1 Farm 1mplements & machinery
2 Livestock

3 Consumer durables

3361 Farm implements & machinery

This refers to the total number of farm 1mplements
and machinery which the farmer possesses The farm i1mplements
1nclude spades pickaxe plough sickles baskets ladders
sprayers etc The present value of the 1mplements possessed

by the farmers 1s also obtained for the study
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3 36 2 Livestock

In this the farmer s possession of livestock 1s
considered The number and value of cattles & poultry 18
taken seperately and also the annual expense and 1ncome of
the farmer from the livestock 1s taken i1nto account for the

study

3 36 3 Consumer durables

This 1ncludes the farmers possession of consumer
articles li1ke radio brcycle furniture 1ron TV etc
commonly seen 1n our soclety The number of articles
possessed by the respondent and their present value 1s taken

into account

3 3 7T Permanent assets

This variable 1s useful 1n estimating the value of
possessions of permanent nature by the respondent The values
of the land owned house ornaments etc are summed up to

find the permanent assets of the respondent
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3 3 8 Income of the household

Annual 1ncome of the household can be said to be
the total retains of a farmer 1n monetary terms during one
year In this study 1ncome of the household has been
characterised as the 1ncome from various sources such as
agriculture wages livestock pensions contribution etc
The annual i1ncome of the household was computed as the total
sum of 1ncome 1n monetary terms from the above different

sources for a period of one year preceding the study

3 3 9 Household expend:iture

Household expenditure 1s defined as the financial

commitments involved typically 1n the manner of living by

the houschold It takes 1nto account 3 aspects These are

3 391t Food expenditure

This denote the expenses 1ncurred by the householid
as a unit for food 1tems such as cereals coconut tubers

provisions & o1l1ls fruits & vegetables fish egdg meat

milk etc and also the expenses 1n teashop
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Another i1mportant factor considered 1n the study 1s
the dependence of the household on the Public Distribution

System (PDS) and the degree of dependance

3 3 9 2 Non food expenditure

Here the annual expenditure pattern of the
household on various non food consumption 1tems are 1ncluded
and summed up as the total non food expenditure The 1tems
1nclude clothes house rent (1f any) lighting personal
necessitles such as cigarettes beedi betel chewing snuff
liquor etc medical expenses educatilonal! expenses money
spent on recreation travelling taxes newspapers
malntenance etc Also the percentage share of each of these

to the total non food expenditure 1s taken 11 to account

3393 Total expenditure

It 1s defined as the total amount spent annually on
food non food consumptive 1tems agriculture li1vestock
repayment of old debts etc Total expenditure obtained by the
summation of these 1ndividual expenses and also the
percentage share of each of these 1n the total expend:iture

18 found -ut
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3 3 10 Poverty

Poverty 1s a variable that connot be directly
observed Researchers follow different methods to estimate
the poverty among a population and draw poverty lines The
planning commission under the Government of India during the
s1xth five year plan adopted a new technique for measuring
poverty based on the consumption expenditure of the
households (Planning commission Govt of India 1993) In
this the daily calorie requirement was considered For rural
people the minimum calorie requirement was kept at 2400
calories per day and the money equivalent was worked out to
be Rs 76 per capita per month (1980 81 prices) to meet this
requlrement This was arrived at through the Wholesale Price

Index of various commodities

This method 18 still followed by the planning
commlssion to work out poverty line and 18 considered as one
of the best methods by many researchers In the present study
the Whole sale Price Index has been taken from authoritative
sources and poverty line was worked out to be Ks 2509 8
Hence 1n the study households with percapirta consumption

expenditure of less than Rs 2510 was considered to be poor
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3 3 11 Participation in welfare programmes

The government over the years have launched a
number of programmes for the upliftment of soctrally and
economically weaker settions 1n which majority of the
agricultural labour households fall The objective of these
programmes 1s achieved through financial assistance to the
weaker sections and also through generation of employment

opportunities

In this study the 1mpact of the various programmes
such as Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP) and
special Employment Programme (SEFP) which were carried out
through the Krishibhavans 1s studied Welfare programmes for
the pension and relief of the workers 18 also taken 1into
account The name of the programme amount of money obtalned
by the household 1ts purpose and utilisation pattern 1s

studied by taking the actual figures for each household

3 3 12 Savings

Savings 18 defined as the amount of money which

the sample household has saved 1n the form of deposits
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which are readi1ly available 1f needed with external

agencles

The agencies 1nclude both formal and 1nformal
institutions Peri1od of savings institution amount saved
etc are taken as acrtual figures i1n this study to understand

clearly the economic status of the family

3 3 13 Indebtedness

Indebtedness 18 a state of obligation for some
thing rece:ved In this study the term 1ndebtedness 1s used
to denote the (redit availed and 1ts utilisation by the
sample households Detaills of credit regarding periodicity
source amount interest details of repayment outstanding

balance and overdues of credit are studied 1n detail

It had been concluded 1n some of the earlier
studies that the agricultural labour households are one among
the poorest 1i1n the socl1ety and hence a detailed study of

1indebtedness of these households assume great 1mportance
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This refers to the extent of i1nvolvement of the
respondent to the social organisations either as member or as
office bearer The procedure followed by Fathimabi (1993) 1s

adopted here with sli1ght modi:fication for scoring

Ttems Score
{1 No membership 0
2 Membersh:p 1n one organisation 1
3 Membership 1n two organisations 2
4 Qffice bearer 1n one organisation 3

Attendance n extension activities ei1ither as a

member or as an office bearer was considered 1mportant For
attending meetings seminars exhibit:ion demonstration
field trips etc regularly occasionally and never the

scores given were 2 1| and 0 respectively

The final score of a respondent was obtained by
adding up the scores for attendance 1n extension activities
and mult:iplying 1t with the scores secured as member or
office bearer of the organisations 1n which participation was

reported
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3 3 14 1 Closeness to agricultural support system

The various personnel identified 1n the system were
agricultural assistants agricultural officers veterinary
surgeons fileld officers (banks) Input dealers and scientists
(KAU) Closeness to agricultural support system was defined
as the contact of the respondents with the above mentioned
personnel For giving the scores for frequency of contact
the method adopted by Alex (1994) was followed The scoring

pattern 1s as follows

Frequency of contact Score
Never 0
Sometimes 1
Often 2
Most often 3

The 1ndividual scores were summed up to get the
closeness with agricultural support system score for that

respondent

3 3 15 Exposure to mass media

Mass media are agencies which reach large number of

people at the same time In this study mass media agencies
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1included are news papers radio television farm and other

magazines

Exposure to mass media refers to the number and
frequency of mass med:a i1nformation sources used or contacted

by the respondents

For quantifying this variable the procedure
developed by Fathimabil (1993) was adopted with slight

modifications

Medi1um Frequency Score
1 Newspaper Regular
Occasional 1
Never 0
2 Television Regular 2
Occasional 1
Never 0
3 Radio Regular 2
QOccasional 1
Never 0
4 Farm magazines Regular 2
Occas:ional 1
Never 0
5 Other magazines Regular 2

Qccasional
Never

QO -
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The scores of utilisation for each medium was given
as 2 and | for own and other sources The scores for the
source was multiplied with frequency of the respective med:ium
and similar scores were added to obtain the final score of

the respondent s mass media participation

3 3 16 Political awareness and participation

It 1s often mentioned i1n studies relating to socto
economic status of labourers that one of the reasons for the
betterment of labour force 1n Kerala compared to that of

other states 1s the:ir political awareness and participation

For that reason this variable assumes i1mportance
1n this study Here political participation 1s

operationalised as to whether the respondents are members of
political organisations and 1f so i1n which organisat:ion The
organisations have been classified i1nto three as the leftist
parties the political unions related to the congress party

and others

Also the reasons of the respondents as to why they
have joined or not Jjoined i1n these unions have been taken

1into consideration in this study
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3 3 17 Miscel laneous factors

A few miscellancous factors also have been 1ncluded
in this study which are 1mportant 1n finding out the
economic status of the agricultural labourers These are

described below

3 3171 Cosmopoliteness

It refers to the respondent s extent of contact
with outside village such as the nearest town and the purpose
of visit The scoring procedure adopted by Fathimabi (1993)

has been followed here with slight modification

a Frequency of wvisit to the nearest town Score
Dai1ly (More than 4 times a week) 4
Once i1n a week 3
Once 1n a fortnight 2
Once 1n a month 1

b Purpose of visit
Related to agriculture 3
Related to domestic service 2

Entertainment 1
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The final score of a respondent 1s the total sum of

scores obtained by him 1in a & b

33 17 2 Health & Hygeine

This 1nclude a set of factors and the

these factors 1s done as follows

Factor
1 Distance to nearest PHC
Near
Less than one Km
More than one Km
2 Access to other sources of medical care
Yes

No

3 Type of latraine
Latrine with septic tanks
Ordinary latrine

No latrine

4 Drinking water facility
a) Source
Pipes
Well

Ponds Canals

scoring of

Score
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b) Ownership

Own 1

Not own 0

5 Waste disposal

Made 1nto compost 2
Other useful methods 1
Thrown out 0

The final score of a respondent 1s the sum of the

individual score obtalined for these factors

3 317 3 Detalls of leisure time

It takes 1nto account the following Firstly
whether the respondent gets enough leisure time Secondly
how many days he 18 willing to work 1n a week and tastly
detai1ls of leisure time activities which 1s categorised 1nto
3 with scores as no activity 0 wasted or misused 1 and
used fer product:ve purposes - 2 The final score 18 the sum

of the scores for the 3 types above
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3 3 17 4 Level of aspiration

a Present

In this an enquiry 1s made to see whether the
respondent 1s satisfied with his present type of life and
whether he like farm work or non farm work Also the reasons

for this 1s taken 1nto account

b Future

It 1s operationally defined as the overall life
goals 1n his material world that a labourer prefers flere 1t
covers two aspects the tirst one being aspirations about the
level of education for the children and the second one about
the occupation prefered for the children The scoring

pattern adopted 1s as follows

Level of educat:ion Scores
Matric 11
Graduate Z

Professional/Technical 3
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Occupation preference

Agricultural labourer 1
Business 2
Government job 3

3 4 Procedures of data collecition

Data collection was made through direct personal
interview with the respondents After the finalisation of
varlables under study and discussions with experts a draft
interview schedule was prepared and pretested among ten
labourers Errors were eliminated and modifications were
made 1n the final 1nterview schedule prepared for use at the
time of 1nterview The format of the i1nterview schedule 1s

given 1n Appendix III

The data were collected during the months of
Februarv Apri1l and May of 1494 All the 120 respondents
who were agricultural tabourers were 1nterviewed directly by
the researcher himself The respondents were met ei1ther 1in
their homes or at the working places The 1nterview was
conducted 1n a natural conversational manner and their
responses tor the various questions was recorded 1n the

schedule 1tself
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35 Period of study

Since this study form only a part of the academic
programme of the researcher and the time availability was
limited the period of study was confined to onu year Data
was collected for various i1tems 1n the guestionalre based on

the respective facts and figures for the i1mmediately preceded

vear

36 Stat:1stical tools used

The data collected from the respondents were coded

tabulated and analysed (Snedecor and Cochran 1967)

Mean standard deviation coefficient of varia‘*:ion
and correlation coefficients were the statistical tools
employed to draw 1nferences from the data Linear regression
analysis was also done for 1mportant variables such as
income expendliture and i1ndebtedness to explain their
dependence on the variables viz employmentsfamily size age
holding si1ze etc and the significance of the fitted

regression was tested
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4 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results obtaitned from the studv are presented

and discussed under the foliowing heads

4 1 General description of the sample households
4 2 Details of employment of the ALHH

4 3 VWorking condrtions wage rates and mode of payment of
wages

4 4 Land holding pattern and cultivation details of the
sample households

4 5 Possession ot farm 1mplements consumer durables
permanent assets and livestock among the ALHH

4 B Income levels of the ALHH

4 7 Expend:iture pattern of the ALHH

4 8 Extent of poverty among the ALHH

4 9 Support to the ALHH through variocus welfare programmes

4 10 Savings and extent of 1ndebtedness of the sample
households

4 11 Profile characteristics of the ALHH

4 12 Level of political participation and trade uniontsm
4 | General description of the sample households
4 1t 1 Religion and caste

The distribution of the respondents based on

their caste religiron 1s given 1n table 4 1t 1 The



Table 4 1 |

Caste
Religion

Hindu

Christian

Total

(Figures

67

Religion and caste of the sample households

Scheduled Backward Forward Total
cagte caste caste
63 26 16 105
(513) (22) 13) (87 5)
3 12 U 15
(2) (10) (0) (12 5)
BB 38 16 120
(55) (32) (113) (100)

1n paraniheses denote percentage to total)
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respondents under study were Hindus (87 5 per cent) and
Chri1sti1ans (12 5 percent) only Among these 55 per cent
belonged to scheduled castes namely Cheramar Pulaya and
Sambava while 32 per cent belonged to Nadar community which
1s a backward class Only {3 per cent of the sample

households belonged to forward caste being mainly Natrs

The results reveal that mainly the socially
backward sections belonged to the agricultural labour class
The results are 1n agreement with the findings of Sundaram

(1973) and Mishra (1979)

The sex-ratio (proportion of female and male
members) among the selected households was O 983 whereas the
corresponding state and national figures are 1 03b and O 828

respectively (Census report 1991)
4 1 2 Family type and familly s1ze

Table 4 1 2 reveal that Majority of the households
were of nuclear type (93 per cent) and only si1x per cent were
of extended jJoint type one person was found to have no

family lived as single
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Table 4 | 2 Basic particulars of the respondents/households

a Households

Characters Number Percentage

1  Family type

Single 1 1
Joint 9 6
Nuclear 112 93

2 Family si1ze
< 4 8b 72
> 4 34 28

3 Housing condition

Hut 5 4
Thatched 73 61
Tiled 42 35

4 Ownershlp
Owned 118 98
Rented 4 2
5 Electrification
Electrified 65 54
Not electrified 55 46

b Respondents

1 Age
< 36 28 22
38 §5 76 63
> Sb 18 15
2 Sex
Male 1156 9b

Female 5 4
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Fami1ly si1ze ranged from 1 8 persons with an averagde
of four In 72 per cent of the households the maximum size
of family was four while 28 per cent of the households
recorded families with more than four members The famtly
type and si1ze didnot have variations with regard to different

castes or religions

4 1 3 Housing condition Ownership and Electrification

Major ty of the population (81 per cent) lived 1in
thatched houses Thirty five per cent of the households had
pucca houses with tiled roof and four per cent lived 1n
kutcha type huts Only two per cent lived 1n rented houses
whereas the others had own houses Forty si1x per cent of the
houses were not electrified and forty per cent of the houses
were provided with electricity (vide table 4 1 2) under the
free connection quota which 1s a recent policy change by the

government Most of the houses were recently renovated with
the financial assistance through programmes like IRDP from
external agencies etc These results highlight the poor

conditions that prevailed 1n these households till recently
4 1 4 Age and sex of the respondents

The age of the respondents put under study ranged

from 23 to 72 with an average of 44 years Si1xty three per
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cent of the labourers was 1n the age group 36-54 years 22
per cent were youngsters below 35 years of age while 15 per
cent was of old age (above 55 years) Male members headed 96
per cent of the households while female aeaded families were

only 4 per cent (vide table 4 1 2)
4 1+ 5 Education

The educational status of the respondents 1s given
in table 4 1 3 Thirtyone per cent of the respondents were
1lli1terate 45 per cent had schooling upto primary level and
20 per cent upto middle classes Only 4 per cent had
completed high school education It was also observed that
majority of the 1ili1terates (70 per cent) were 1n the age

group above 55 years

The low literacy level may be attributed to the
poor conditions prevalled at those times of their education
with respect to the socio economic status Sankar (1985) and
Fathima (1993) also reported similar results in theair

studies
4 2 Employment status

The study was confined to Agricultural labourers

and hence the main occupation of all the respondents was
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Table 4 1 3 Education levels cof the respondents

Education level
Religion Caste Illiterate Primary Middle High colle Total
School School  Schoot giate

Hindu TC T 5 3 1 U 16
(b (4) (2) (1) ) (13)
B 8 13 1 1 0 26
(b) (12) %) 1) ) (22)
S. 13 27 15 2 }) b3
(15) (23) (13) (1) (0) (53)
christian FO U U 0 0 0 0
0) ) () (0) (VD) 0)
Bl 3 7 1 1 V] 12
(2) (b) 1) (1) (V) (10)
Su 0 2 | 0 0 3
D) » (1) (0 (0) 2)
Total a7 54 24 5 0 120
31) (45) (20) (4) (0) (100)

(Figures 1in brackets denote percentage to total)
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agricultural labour Some of the respondents (32 per cent)
resorted to other works also because their main occupation
alone couldn t make their both ends meet throughout the
year Ei1ghty per cent of the respondents engaged 1n head
load works, 10 per cent had unskilled labour activities and
14 per cent engaged themselves 1n household activities and

other types of works

They worked for 220 days per year on an average
which i1ncluded both main and other occupations either as
hired or self labour As hired labour these people could

find employment for 187 days only per year on an average

These results show that enough employment
opportunities are not provided for them to fulfill the1r
necessities The results of the study conducted by the
Department of Economics and Stat:stics (Government of Kerala

1988) and that of Puhazhend: (1880) are 1n agreement with
the present results This economic situation make them
engage 1n self employment 1n agriculture by leasing i1n land
In the study 1t was observed that 39 per cent of the
households had leased 1n land for agricultural purposes so

that they can i1mprove their financtal position li1ttle
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Table 4 2 1 Extent of emplovment of the respondents
(1n mandays per vear)

Fattern of employment Number Percent

Fully employed [} 5
(more than 300 mandays)

Myderately underemployed 80 87
(201 400 man days)

Severely underemployed 34 28
(less than 200 man da)s)

Total 120 100
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The levels of employment and under employment will

be more clear from table 4 2 1

Considering 300 mandays as the minimum requirement
for full employment (Pandey 1957) 1t was observed that only
5 per cent of the respondents was fully employed {(including
self employment also) Si1xty seven per cent of the
respondents were moderately under employed with employment
for 201-300 mandays while 28 per cent were severely under

employed with less than 200 mandays of employment per year

This brings out the fact that lack of opportunities
of employment sti1ll remains a major problem for the
agricultural labourers This may be one of the reasons for
their low economic status Panicker (1978) Sankar (1985)
and Banerjee (1993) had reported similar results i1n their

studies

The employment status of the members of the sample
households 1s given 1n table 4 2 2 Distribution of
households based on number of earning members with respect to
soclal back ground and family s1ze revealed the following

results
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Table 4 2 2 Distribution of sample households based on
number of earning members

Number of Households
Tactor No of earning members
one two three above Total

1t Yamily type

Single 1 0 v 0 1
(100) o) g o) (100)
Joi1nt U 2 2 1 5
0) (40) (40) (20) (100)
Nuclear 40 50 21 3 114
(35) (45) (18) (3) (100)
2 Religion
Hindu 34 47 20 4 105
(32) (45) (19) 4) (100)
christian 7 5 3 0 15
47) (33) (20) 0> (100)
3 Caste
FC 8 6 1 1 16
(50) (38) (6) (6) (100"
BC 15 15 B8 0 38
(39) (39) (22) (0> (100)
St 18 31 14 3 6b
(27) (47) 21) 5 (100)
4 Tamily s1ze
Small < 4 34 39 12 1 ¥6
(39) (4b) (14) (@D] (100)
Large > 4 7 13 it 3 34
(21) (38) (32) (9) (100)
Total 41 52 23 4 120
(34) (43) (19) (4) (100)

(T1g 1n parantheses denote percentage to group total)
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Thirty four 43 and 19 per cent of the households
had one two and three earning members per household
respectively and only four per cent of the households had

more than three earning members each

Considering the family type only three per cent of
nuclear type of households had more than three earning
members and 35 44 and 18 per cents had one two and three
earning members each respectively In the case of Joint
families 40 per cent each of the households had two or three
earning members and 20 per cent had more than three earning
members No specific pattern was observed on the
di1stribution of households based on number of earning members
versus religion caste and family size as seen from the

table

The earner dependent ratio will throw more light on

the level of employment and unemployment 1n a family (Table
4 2 33 The average number of earning member per household
was two though the average si1ze of familly was four The
employment level 1n relation to the annual 1ncome of the
households revealed that none of the households had average
annual 1ncome less than Rs 15000 per year (IO) Hence 1n
the discussion here after the 1income levels are categorised

as I, I, I4 and T4 as given 1n the table 4 2 3
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Table 4 2 3 Economic status of the households

Annval 1ncome no of Average [Iarners Dependancy Percentage
(Rs ) ALHH Fam1ly per ratio of earners
s1ze AlLHH to total No
< 15000 (IO) 0 0 0 V] 0
15001 30 vy (Il) T4 17 17 0 53 46 8
(65)
30001 45000 (Iz) 28 4 4 23 0 46 53 b
(23)
45001 60000 (13) 11 48 22 0 55 45 3
(9)
> 6UU0D (I, 3 13 2 0 54 46 2
3)
Overall 120 39 19 0 52 47 8
(100)

(Fi1g 1n parantheses denote percentage to total)
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Dependency ratio (number of dependents to total
number) ranged from 0 46 to O 55 with an average of 0 52
The percentage of earners to total number ranged from 45 3 to
53 6 with an average of 47 8 In all the i1income classes

except I2 the dependents out numbered the earners

The results showed that among the sample as a whole
more people depended on the 1ncome generated by lesser
people The average dependency ratio of 0 52 reveals an
unhealthy trend of the economic status of the ALHH This may
be due to the lack of the employment opportunities to them
A report published by the Department of Economics and
Statistics (Government of Kerala 1988) cited 188 mandays of
employment for an agricultural labour 1n the late eighties
In the present study the corresponding figure was obtalned
as 187 for hired labourer This brings to the conclusion
that no 1mprovement 1n employment generation in agricultural
sector has occured during the last 4 5 years leading to
decline 1n the economic status of the ALHH BHowever slight
variations can occur on the number of days of employment 1n
a year since agriculture 1s highly dependent on weather A
good agricultural year provide more agricultural employment

and vice versa for a bad agricultural year This was pointed
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out by Unn:i (1988) 1n his study that there 1s no specific
trend 1n the annual number of days of employment per worker

the relationship seem to be with good or bad agricultural
year A si1gnificant negative correlation (r ~ 0 4866) was
observed between the number of days employed and age of the
respondents indicating the i1nverse relationship between the

two

4 3 VWorking conditions Wage rates and Modes of payment of

wages

A labour manday was considered to be eight hours of
work with a break of one hour thus working effectively for
seven hours All the respondents as agricultural labourers
worked either 1n wet land or dry/garden land and were
generally engaged 1n digging ploughing and levelling
preparing coconut basins taking tapioca mounds and openlng
pits for planting banana As mentioned earlier some had

subs:idiary occupations also

The wage rates varied for different agricultural
operations ranged from Rs 50 to Rs 68 for male labourers
with an average of Rs 62 and paise 40 For female labourers
wages ranged between HRs 40 and Rs 50 with an average of Ks

47 and paise 20
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The minimum wages for agricultural labourerse fixed
by the Government of Kerala (with effect from 01 04 1982) at

present for various agricultural operations are as follows

1 Men labourers for doing ordinary heavy labour
l11ke digging preparing basin etec (er1ght hours) Rs40 and

pal1se 20 per day

2 Female labourers doing light type of works
(weeding etc ) for eight hours Rs30 per day for ploughing

and for transplanting there are slight variations

The respondents under study were found to recelve
higher wages than those prescribed by the government Here
even a female labourer earned a wage more than that
prescribed by the government for a male counterpart The
results of this study 1s on par with the observations made by
Panicker (1978) and Baby (19886) Regarding the disparity of
wages among the male and female labourers similar results

have been pointed out by Venkataraman (1987) and Jose (1888)

These wages have been paid i1n cash except 1n the
case of coconut climbers who received 1t both as cash and

kind 73 percent of the wages being par:d 1n cash (average Rs
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50) and the rest as kind (average value Ks 18) Most of the

labourers prefered wages as cash only

High consumption expenditure 1n the state may be
one of the reasons for the prevalence of higher wage rates
Another reason that can be cited 1s the comparatively higher
education level of the labourers below the age of 55 and the
consequent bargaining strength Similar results have been

reported by Baby (1986) and Srivastava (1986)
4 4 Land holding pattern and cultivation details

The frequency distribution of the households based
on the si1ze of the holding (land area i1n cents) with respect
to various social classes and family sS1ze i1s given 1n table

4 4 1

S:xty one per cent of the house holds had own land
with an area less than 10 cents Among these some had 1n fact

no land at all (who were yet to get their title deeds from
the government) Seventeen per cent of the house holds
possessed 10 20 cents s1x percent had 20 30 cents and
seven per cent had holdings of size 30 40 cents Only nine
per cent of the sample households owned more than 40 cents of
land The above figures are 1nclusive of both wet and

dry/garden lands
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Table 4 4 1 TLand 1 >lding paltern of the louseholds

Land owned (cents)
Lategory 0-10 ivU 20 20 40 30 - 40 > 40 Total

1 Femily type

Single 1 U 0 0 0 1
(100) ()] (0) ({0)] () (100)
Joint 4 U 0 1 i 6
(bb) ) (0) (17) (17) (100
Nuclear b8 21 7 7 10 113
(61) (18) (8) (6} (9 (100)
2 Religion
Hindu b6 18 8 Y 7 105
(63) 17) (6) (7) D) (100)
(‘hristian 7 g t 0 4 15
47) (20) 7 V) (2v) (100)
3 Caste
FC 4 4 2 2 4 1b
(25) (25) (12 %) (12 5> (25) (100)
B 17 10 3 1 7 38
(4b) (26) (8) (2) (18) (100)
Sc 52 T 2 5 0 b6
8w (1) (3) (YD) (V) (100)

4 Family size

Small < 4 59 13 5 4 5 8b
(b8) (15) (8) (5 (6) (100

large > 4 14 8 2 4 6 34
(41) (23) (8 12) (18) (100)

Total 73 21 7 8 1t 120
(61) (D (6) 7 (2 (100>

(Figures 1n parantheses denote percentage to group total)
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Considering the caste wise distribution 1t was
observed that 90 per cent of the households belonging to the
scheduled castes possessed only less than 20 cents on their
own and none among the SC households had holdings above 40
cents In the case of forward caste house holds 25 per cent
possessed more than 40 cents each and an equal proportion

had holdings 1n the range 20 40 cents

The results obtained i1ndicate that majority of the
ALHH had only a l:ttle area of land at their disposal Even
1f they wish to do farming as business non possession of
holdings wi1ill be the most 1mportant constraint The
alternative left 1s to lease 1n land The ALHH were
interested 1n leasing i1n land for cultivation with the two
fold objective of 1ncome and employment generation for
improving their standard of living It was observed that 1in
majority of the cases the area leased 1n by the sample

households was also small up to 25 cents

The results obtained i1n the study with regard to
the total area and area under cultivation (land use pattern)

of the sample house holds are given table 4 4 2



Table 4 4

Holding s
(centsg)

0 10

10 20

20 30

30 40

Overall

(Figures

Averege si1ze
of cultivated
area (cents)

15 1

b4 7

57 1

109 8

21 b8

2 Tand use patitern of the households
1ze No of Average s1ze
ALHH of holding
(cents)
own leased 1n
73 6 6 1 2
(61)
21 15 d 31
(18)
i 24 3 43 4
(6)
8 3b 1 24 1
(b
11 68 2 45 7
(9>
120 16 71 J 6
(100)

1in parantheses denote percentage to total)
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Si1xty one per cent ot the families that had only
less than 10 cents of their own had an average holding size
of 6 b cents and average cultivated area of 2 3 cents The
average holding si1ze ranged from 6 6 to 68 2 cents with an
overall average of 1b 7 cents while the average size of
cultivated area ranged from 2 3 to 109 B cents with an
overall average of 21 7 cents (This 1ncluded leased i1n land
also) The proportion of cultivated area to total own area
was an average 1 35 with the maximum ratio being 2 68 which
was estimated from these ALHH who owned 20 — 30 cents of
land Respondents who owned less than 10 cents of land were
not found to cultivate usually in leased 1n land while
majority of the ALHH who had more than 20 cents of own land
did cultivate 1n leased 1n lands also The proportion of
cultivated land showed an 1i1ncreasing trend 1n tune with the
possession of own land The reason for this may be the
insufficiency of area to be utilised for cultivation apart

from their ut:ility purposes such as house cattle shed etc
The ALHH who possessed more than 20 cents of land could keep
a portion of their area for cultivation i1n addition to the
leased 1n lands Lack of capital was also a reason for not
leasing 1n land among those who owned less area Thas
category of respondents may not be 1n a position to advance

the money for leasing 1in
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Table 4 4 3 Cultivation practices among the sample
households

Crop Number of households Average area
Not cultivated Cultivated under each crop
(cents)

Coconut 17 103 8 2
(15) (85)

Paddy 107 13 486 2
(89) (11)

Taploca b 44 15 8
(B83) 7))

Pepper 117 3 3 3
(97) (3)

Vegetables 103 L7 23 2
(85) (15)

Banana 53 b7 to 6
(44) (56)

uther crops 108 12 33 4
(40) (10)

(Fagures 1n parantheses denote percentage to total of each
crop)
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As mentioned earlier many of the labourers lease 1n
land for cultivation with a two fold objective to get
employment and to derive some 1ncome from 1t The results
obtained are 1n agreement with the findings of Sankar (1986)

Baby (1986) and Jose (1988)

The cultivation practices of the sample house holds

are given 1n table 4 4 3

Most of the sample households were growing coconut
palms amounting to 85 percent of the total sample with an
average area of 8 2 cents It was followed by banana (586
percent of the ALHH) with an average area of 10 5§ cents and
tapioca (37 per cent) with an average area of 15 8 cents
Though paddy was cultivated only by t0 per cent of the sample
households the average area under cultivation was found to
be 46 2 cents Ten per cent of the households used on an
average 33 4 cents for cultivation of other crops like sweet
potato yams ginger amorphophallus pulses and betel vine
Only 1n three per cent of the house holds was pepper

cultivated

Majority of the households (91 per cent) possessed

an area less than 40 cents each In thi1s one cannot expect



83

to grow much crops that can 1mprove their i1ncome Paddy and
tapioca berng their main food 1tems they may not be having
marketable surplus to 1mprove their 1i1ncome but the produce
of these wi1ill help them to maintain their family to a

considerable extent

The low status with respect to the possession of
land has limited their cultivation of crops which has lead to
decrease 1n 1ncome and thereby their economic position
Similar results showing that the cultivation prectices among
the farm labour households 1s very limited has been obtained

by Sankar (1985)

4 5 Possession of farm 1mplements consumer durables

permanent assets and Livestock among the ALHH

The results under this are given and discussed

under the following sub-heads

4 5 1 Possession of farm implements 1n the ALHH
4 5 2 Possession of consumer durables i1n the ALHH
4 5 3 Value of permanent assets 1n the ALHH

4 5 4 Livestock status of the ALHH

The classification of households based on the
values of the farm 1mplements consumer durables and

permanent assets 18 given i1n table 4 5 1}
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Table 4 5 1 Classification of Households based on value of
farm 1mplements consumer durables and
permanent assets

Farm 1mplements tonsumer durables Permanent assets
Value No of Value No of Value No of
(Rs ) ALHH (Rs ) ALHH (Rs ) ALHH
N1l 7 - -

(86)
1 100 13 < 500 54 <25000 42
(10) (45) (35)
101 200 32 501 1000 28 25001 50000 44
(21 (23) (37)
201 300 J1 1001 1500 17 50001 75000 17
(27) (14) (14)
301 400 16 1501-2000 5 75001 100000 5
(13> (4) 1)
> 401 21 > 2001 16 > 100001 12
(17> (14) (10D
Total 120 120 120
(100> (100) (100)

(IF'igures in parantheses denote percentage to total)
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4 5 1 Possession of farm 1mplements 1n the ALHH

The common 1mplements which an agricultural labour
needs for his work 1nclude the plough spade pick axe
s1ckles baskets sprayers etc The level of possession of

these and their values have been considered 1n this study

Table 4 5 | reveals that 64 per cent of the ALHH
possessed farm 1mplements worth upto Rs 300 among which 10
per c¢ent possessed 1mplements worth less than Rs 100
Thirty per cent of the households had implements worth more
than Rs 300 and si1x per cent of the households didnot seem

to possess any 1mplement

Si1x per cent of the households possessed own
plough 95 per cent had spades of which 49 per cent had only
one spade each and 4! per cent had two spades each 1n theilr
possession About 25 per cent of the labourers possessed
pick axe but only 14 per cent owned si1ckle which 18
essential 1n harvesting paddy Also only six per cent had

own sprayers for spraying plant protection chemicals

Most of the ALHH had to hire 1mplements for work

since the level of possession with them was low This might
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also have contributed significantly for the low level of

cultivation practices among these households

4 § 2 Possession of consumer durables 1n the ALHH

The consumer durable 1tems commonly seen 1n the
households 1nclude radic bicycle furniture iron TV etc
The level of possession of these i1tems among the ALHH showed
that 45 per cent of the households had consumer durables
worth less than Rs 500 and 28 per cent possessed 1tems worth
Rs 500 - 999 Only 14 per cent had durable 1tems worth more

than Rs 2000 (vide table 4 5 1)

Consildering the 1tem wise possession 1t was
observed that 47 per cent of the sample households had radio
Bicycle was possessed only by 17 per cent of the households
while 92 per cent possessed furniture However more than 4
ttems of these was observed only 1n 25 per cent of the
households A few ALHH (less than 5 per cent) possessed

television sets also

It was observed that the level of possession of
consumer durable 1tems by the ALHH was low This might be
due to the 1low 1ncome of the households from which thev may

not afford to buy consuner durables
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4 5§ 3 Value of permanent assets 1n the ALHH

Permanent assets value was calculated as the sum of
the values of land house goid ornaments (1f any) and any
other 1tem of permanent nature Distribution of the
households based on the value of permanent (table 4 5 1)
assets showed that only 10 per cent had permanent assets
worth more than Rs 100000 and 72 per cent of the households

assets worth less than Rs 50000 only

Si1gnificant and pasitive correlations were observed
between value of permanent assets and land holding owned ( r
0 8983) cultivated area (r -~ 0 462£9) and family size (r

0 2709)

It can be 1nferred that land 1s the main factar
which 1nfluences the value of the permanent assets and hat
the possession of 1tems of permanent nature like gald 1s only

meagre among the sample households
4 5 4 Livestock status of the ALHH

In this study livestock hause been classified broadly
into two as cattle and poultry Cattles 1ncluded miich cow
heirfers buffalo goa.s and bullocks used for draught

purposes Pouttry i1ncluded hens and cocks



Table 4 5 2 1livestock status of the households

tattle No of Poultry No of
number ALHH number ALHH
0 59 V] 39
(49) (32)
1 50 1 3 39
(42> (32)
Z 10 4 b 24
(8) (24)
> d 1 > 7 13
(1) (t2)
Total 120 120
(100 ¢100)

(Figureg 1n parantheses lenote percentage to total)
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Resu ts obtained 1n the table 4 5 2 show that 489
per cent of the ALHH didnot possess any cattle while 42 per
cen. had one cattle each 1n possession Whtile 32 per cent of
the saemple households didnot have poultry an equal
percentage possessed 1 3 poultry (hens) each and 96 per cent

had more than four poultry of their own

The livestock status of the households was 1n no
way able to i1mprove their economic status The1ir possession
was to the minimum only The reason for the low possession
of cattle may be their poor income status as this has become

expensive at present
4 6 Income levels of the ALHH

Income 18 the main factor that 1nfluence the
economlc status of the ALHH The frequency distribution of
the households based on annual 1ncome (1n Rs ) 18 given 1n

table 4 6 1

Majority of the ALHH (b5 per cent) had an annual
1ncome below Rs 30000 23 per cent within the range Rs
30000 - Rs 45000 while only 12 per cent had 1ncome more
than Rs 45000 per jear Comparing the distribution of

households with different social characters and family si1ze
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Table 4 6 1 Distribution of Households based on annual i1ncome (RS /year)

No of ALHH Income range

Lategory
15001 30000 30001 45000 45000-60000 > 80000 Total

1 Tamily type

Single 1 0 ] 0 1
(10 (V) (41D (1)) (100)
Joint 3 2 0 1 6
(50) (33) (0) L7) (100)
Nuclear 74 26 11 2 113
(65) (23) (10) (2) (100)
2 Relagion
Hindu T 27 b 2 105
67) (25) (b) (2) (100)
Christian 8 1 5 1 15
(53) & (®EY (7) (100)
3 Caste
T( v 4 i 1 16
(83) (25) {6) (6) (100)
BC 23 7 6 2 38
(61) (18) (16> (5) (100)
St 45 17 4 0 66
(68) (26) (6) ) (100)
4 Tamily size
Small < 4 b2 17 5 2 86
(72> (20) (6) (2) (100)
Large > 4 1b 11 B 1 34
47) (32) (18) (3) (i00)
Total 78 28 11 3 120
(b5) (23) (9 (3) (100)

(F1gures 1n paranthe ses denote percentage to group total)
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Table 4 b 2 Family i1ncome 2nl holding si1ze (own) of the sample households

Income Arra No of house holds

(Rs /year (cents) 010 10 20 20 30 306 40 > 40 Total

15001 3uUVoy (Tl) 53 1t 4 3 2 78
(b8) (20) (5) 4> (3) (100)

JOUBL 45000 (Iy) 1) 2 2 3 2 28
(b8) 7 7) 1) (7) (10u)

45001 bLOOUD (13) 0 2 1 2 b 1
({8)] (19) (9) (19 (53) 1o0)

> 80000 (14) ] 1 V) v 1 3
(33 3) (33 3) (0 m (33 3 (100

Total 73 21 7 8 11 120
{b1) (18) (6) (8 9) (100)

(Fig res 1n parantheses denote percentage to group total)
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1t was seen that 1n all the cases except large families
majority of the households had annual 1ncome less than Rs
30000 while only 47 per cent of the large families belonged

to the group I1

Table 4 6 2 gives a two way classification of the
households based on the annual 1ncome (Rs ) and total land
owned (cents) It was observed that among the 65 per cent
that belonged to the group I1 68 per cent had an area less
than 10 cents and an equal percentage 1n I, also had own
holdings less than 10 cents only As holding si1ze rose
income was seen to 1ncrease since 72 per cent 1n 13 had an
area above 30 cents and 33 per cent i1n I, had above 40 cents
A si1gnificant and positive correlation was observed between

possession ot land and 1ncome (r 0 4916)

The 1ncome distribution for the different levels of
1ncome based on the various sources 18 turnished 1n table

4 6 3

The overall average itncome for the ALHH was found
to be Hs 29887 per year the major share of which was 1ncome
from wages (bl per cent) This can be seen i1n all categories

of respondents except for I, where their major share was from



Table 4 8 3 Income distribution among Households based on sources of 1ncome

Income No of Average 1ncome (Rs /year) from Average Averagde
(Rs year) ALHH Agric Wages Live— Pension Others income annual
lture stock per ALHH percapita

(Rs /year) (Rs /year)

15001 30000 (I4) 78 3250 17810 1756 155 229 23200 6283
(65) (14> amn (8) (1 12 (100)

3V00L 45000 (I,) 28 5962 24338 4370 70 921 35661 Y117
(23) 17) (68) (12 oY) (2) (100D

45000-80000 (I4) 11 14480 27651 8541 0 9 50681 10518
D (28) 54) (17 (D) ) (100)

> BOOOO (Iy 3 37563 26213 9848 0 0 73624 16986
3 51 (3b) (13) ()] (02 (100)

Overall 120 5770 20445 3180 117 3b5 29887 8078

average (100) (19) (68> (1D (1) (2

(Figures 1n parantheses denote percentage to group total)

66
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agriculture The result may be attributed to the reason that
those who ei1ither possess or lease 1n land find more
employment 1n these lands and do not work on all days as
hired labour In the overall average annual 1ncome only a
small proportion may be attributed to agriculture and other
sources of which agriculture stands first (19 per cent) It
was also observed that as the 1ncome levels go up the
percentage share of wages show a downward movement whereas
share of 11ncome from agriculture 1ncrease The reason for

this may be as cited earlier

Average annual per capita 1ncome amounted to Rs
B0O78 among the households with the average of 'I1 Iz
together being Rs 7200 and average of 13 and I4 being Rs
13752 It shows that the per capita 1i1ncome of I and 14
classes being nearly double that of I1 and I, together The
relation between the average annual i1ncome and the per capita
income 1ndicates that the family s1ze 18 almost the same
among the four 1i1ncome groups It can be concluded that the
ALHH on a whole depend largely on wages for their 1ncome

followed by agricul ture

Correlation analysis was done between 1ncome and

other selected variables Income from agriculture showed
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si1gnificant correlation with total area owned (r =~ 0 3764)
and value of permanent assets (r 41586) Si1gnificant and
positive correlation was observed between 1ncome from wages
and age of the respondent (r 0 3075) and family si1ze (r -
0 4107 Total 1ncome showed si1gnificant and positive
correlation with family size (r 0 2982) total land holding

(r 0 4916) and value of permanent asgsets (r - 0 5271)

To understand the relation between other variables
and the total 1ncome linear regression analysis was done
using 2 set of 1ndependent variables The effect of the
1independent variables namely number of days of employment
(xy) fam:ly size (x5) and holding size owned (x5} on total

1income (y) was explained by the equation

* ¥
Yy 15465 59 + 9 36x + 1942 09x, + 285 88x4
which was significant (F -~ 14 471) and found to explain
27 233 per cent of the variation i1n total i1ncome Among the
1ndependent variables number of days of employment (xl) did
not have a significant effect on the total 1ncome while the

other two variabies had significant contribution

Another equation explaining the effect of 1ncomes
from agriculture (xl) wages (xz) and live stock (x3) on

total 1ncome (y) was also estimated as
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* X ok ® %
y - 1121 31 + 0 98x; + 0O 98x, + 0 87x4
Thi1s regression was highly significant (F 1679 49)
explaining about 97 8 per cent of the variation i1n total
income All the 3 1ndependent variables had significant
contribution on the total 1ncome The second regression
equation 18 the better one to explain the 1ncome of

agriculture labourers 1n the present study
Concentration of i1ncome

Lorenz curve 18 an 1mportant measure of 1ncome
inequalities 1n economics research since 1t explains the
distribution of 1ncome This method was tried 1n the present
study also The figure 4 6 1 drawn based on the data from
the study reveals that the poorer population enjoys a less
than proportionate share of total 1ncome which 1s the actual

hypothesis on which lorenz curve 1s based (Vide table 4 6 4)

The results obtained i1n the overall analysis of the
1ncome levels of the households has stood 1n tune with the
results obtained by many researchers in similar studies
such as Sankar (1985) Singh and Hazell (1993) and Samad and

Hussain (1993)
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Table 4 v 4 {(umulative per entage of Households and

annual 1nccme
Ircome level No of (umulative percentage
(ks /year ATHH of
ALHIO Income
15001 30000 (Il) T8 65 50
30vu1l 45000 (Ig) 28 as 78
45001 L0000 (13) 11 97 94

> bLULD 3 100 100



100

80 |

60

40

Cumulative percentage of income

204

0 1 T T
65 88 97 100

Cumulative percentage of households

Fig. 4.6 1. Lorenz curve showing distribution of
total iIncome among the ALHH
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Income ot labour households often fluctuate sharply
from year to year The present study 1s based on a short
pertod and hence the conclusions derived from this may not be
a true replica of the economic conditions of the agricultural

labourers 1n the long run
4 7 Expenditure pattern of the ALHH

The results i1n this section are given anddiscussed

under the following sub heads

4 7 1 Dependence on public distribution system (PDS)
4 7 2 Food expenditure pattern
4 7T 3 Non food expenditure pattern

4 7T 4 Total expenditure pattern
4 T 1 Dependence of the ALHE on PDS

Eighty nine per cent of the households were
depending both on the PDS and the open market to meet their
food requirements Ten per cent of the ALHH were found not
to depend on PDS for any 1tem purchase (The main reason for
th1s was the non-possession of the ration cards 1ssucd by
the government) One household fully depended on PDS for the
purchase of cereals sugar and kerosene which are the 1tems

distributed generally through the fair price shops The PDS
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18 sti1ll an 1ndispensable i1nstitution for household purchase

The other food 1tems were purchased from open market by all
the households The percapita distribution of food grains
through PDS was 1nadequate 1norder to meet the requirements
of the households leading to additional! purchase from open
market Thus the PDS though provided an 1mportant food
subsidy to the poor ALHH was not sufficient to fulfil their
complete food requirements Dev et al (189!1) Franke (1993)

and Suryanarayana (19Y4) have also reported similar results
4 7T 2 Food expenditure pattern of the ALHH

Table 4 7 1 provides an 1nsight on the expenditure
on different food 1tems based on their monthly food

expenditure of the ALHH

Forty eight per cent of the households were found
to spend more than a quarter of the total food expenses on
cereals like rice and wheat and an equal proportion spent 1b
25 per cent of their total food expenditure on the same
Seventy si1x of the households used to spent less than ten per
cent on coconut while 24 per cent spent 1t 15 per cent for
the same Less than tive per cent of the total food expenses

was spent on tubers by 73 per cent of the ALHH while 27 per
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ttems by the

Table 4 7 1 Expenditure on different food

selected ALHH

No of ALHH
Percentage of monthly expenditure

Item 05 b 10 11 15 16 20 21 256 > 25 Total
ALHH

tereals 1 0 3 12 46 58 120
(1) o) (3) (1o (38) (48) (100)

Coconut 8 84 28 0 U 0 120
(6) (702 (24) 0) (0) (0) (100>

Tubers 8Y 32 0 0 0 0 120
(73 (27) ) 0) o) (0) (100)

Loffee/Tea (19 i 0 0 V] 0 120
(99) (1) 0) (V) o (0) (100)

Vegetables 78 42 u 0 Q 0 120
(bS) (135} Q) ) Wy (0) (100)

Provision b 88 2b 0 0 0 120
(5) (73) (22) 0) 0) (0) (100)

Fish egg 2 4 12 38 44 20 120
milk & meat (2) (3) (10) (32) (37) (16) (100)
Other 4 28 12 20 Zb 30 120
expenses (3) (23) (10) (186) (23) (25) (100)

(Figures 1n brackets

give percentage Lo respective class)
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cent were found to spent 6-10 per cent Almost all the
households had spent less than five per cent on coffee tea
and sugar Expenses on vegetables was less than five per
cent for 65 per cent of the ALHH while 1t ranged between six
to ten per cent for the remaining Majority of the
households (73 per cent) were found to spend b—-10 per cent of
their total food expenses on provisions like chilly otrls

spices coriander grams etc while 22 per cent utilised tt

15 per cent on this Tor 1tems like egg fish meat and milk
b9 per cent of the ALHH used to spent 16 25 per cent of the
total food expenditure while b per cent spent more than
that Only three per cent of the ALHH spent less than five
per cent of their total expenditure on other 1tems (mainly
tea shop expenses) while about 48 49 per cent each of the
households spent between 8 to Z0 and above 20 per cent for
the same Wide variations among the ALHH was observed with
regard to meat and milk products and 1n other (tea shop)
expenses The study revealed that about 60 per cent of the
ALHH spent Rs 1200 to Rs 3600 per annum 1n tea shops while
17 per cent spent even more than this The high expenditure
in tea shops ultimately lead to a reduction 1n household

purchase of other 1tems



Table 4 T 2

Annual 1nc

ome (Hs )

Ratio

15001 30000 (T4)

30001 45000 (I5)

45001 8000L0 (13)

> 600060

(Figures 1n parantheses

(Iy)

No

ALHH

78
(65)

28
(23)

11
(9)

(3>

of

of

108

to total food expenditure

cereals

Expenditure Total food Perce
on cereals expenditure ntage
Rs Rs
238572 721883 33
118548 416540 28
52656 180744 29
18084 52248 35

denote percentage to group total)



109

The percentage of i1ncome spent on food was also
analysed Only one per cent of the total ALHH spent less
than 20 per cent of their total i1ncome for food while 27 per
cent spent 20 40 per cent Fifty two per cent of the ALHH
gspent 40 b0 per cent and another 20 per cent spent more than
60 per cent of their total 1ncome to meet their food

requirements alone

The analysis of feood expenditure on cereals with
respect to various 1income categories was done and revealed

the results given 1n table 4 7 2

Wide variations were not observed 1n all 1ncome
categecries with respect to the proportion of expense on
cereals to total food expense though the lowest and highest
categories did show a laittle high proportion compared to

the other two categories (Il and I4)

Correlation analysis was done between total food
expenses and other selected variables and the resulis are

given 1n table 4 7 3

Si1gnificant positive correlations were obtained for
total food expenditure with family size total 1ncome, cereal
prices expenses on meat and milk products other food

expenses on meat and milk products other food expenses etic
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Table 4 7 3 torrelation between total food expenditure and

other selected variables

Variable

* %

Age
Number of
days

employed

Fami1ly size

Income from

agricul ture

Income from
wages

r value Variable

0 0444 Total 1ncome

0 1946 Prices of
cereals

0 3339** Expense on

milk & meat

products
6 4143** Other._

expenses
0 5127%*

Si1gnifrcant 1% level of significance

r value

0 s098**

o 6860™*

o s563t**

0 4304**
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Food expenditure analysis revealed that most of the
expenses on food by the ALHH was on cereals and in tea shop
The reason for the high expenses 1n tea shop may be
attributed to their mode of work The results obtained in
thig study 1s 1n agreement with the findings of Pandey 197b)

Rajendran (1981) and Sankar (1985)
4 7 3 Non—-food expenditure pattern of the ALHH

The distribution of the households based on the
percentage share ot their expenditure on the various 1i1tems 1s

given 1n table 4 7 4

Wide variation was observed for the expenditure on
clothes by the households Forty seven per cent of the
households used to spend 11 15 per cent of their total non
food expenditure on this i1tem A normal distribution pattern
was observed on the percentage expenditure on clothes by the
respondents 1n the range 0 100 Only less than five per cent
of the non food expenditure went for lighting The medical
expenses ranged from O 10 per cent by 53 per cent and above
10 per cent by the remaining ALHH Only nine per cent of the
ALHH spent more than 20 per cent of the total non food
expenses for medicines W¥hile 38 per cent of the households
had spent more than 20 per cent of their total non food
expenses on education 34 per cent utilised b 20 per cent for

the same Sixty two per cent of the ALHH spent 11 20 per



Table 4 7+ 4 Txpcnditure pattern on non food i1tems

selected households

Ttem

Clothes

Lighting

Tobacco &

liqour

Mcduical
expense

Education
Rcligirous & soc
121 funcitons

Recreation

Travelling

News paper &

Magazines

Service
charges

Marntenance
& repailirs

Fuel

Other
expenses

5

4
(3}

116
97

20
(17>

40
(37)

42
(34)

(1)

98
(82)

25
(21)

118
(98)

117
(98)

48
(40)

28
(23)

68
(57)

Tercentage of expenditure

b 10

32
(27)

(2)

(6)

24
zm

(6)

19
(16)

22
(18>

43
(36)

(2)

(2)

37
(31)

78
(£3)

48
(38)

11 15

5t
47
(1)

12
(10)

28
(23)

14
12)

3b
(30)

0
(0

41
(34)

(0)

Q)

23
(14)

ib
(14)

(5)

1o 20

20
(17
(qV))

12
10

ib
(15)

15
(12)

38
(32)
Q)
11
(2
0)

0
)

12
(10)

QD)

(0)

(Figures 1n brackets denote percentage

Z1 25

8
(86)

0
0)

12
(10>
(6)

29
(25)

11
(9

0
(40D
(0

0
(0)

0

(0)

0

(0>

0)

112

by the

> 25 Total

ALBH
0 120
0) (100)
0 120
(0) (100)
56 120

(47) (100)

4 120
(3) (100
12 120

(1) (100)

15 120

(12) (100)

v 120
0) (1002

0 120
(0) (100)

0 120
q')) (100)

0 120
(0) (100)

0o 120

(0> (100D

0 120
(0) (too
0 120
(0) (100)

to respective class)
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cent of their total non food expenses on religious and social
functions Expenses for recreation was less than five per
cent of the total for 82 per cent of the households

Travelling expenses as percentage of total non food
expenditure ranged from 0 to 15 for 91 per cent of the ALHH

Expenses for both newspaper and jJjournals and as service
charges were less than five per cent for 98 per cent of the
households under study Forty per cent of the ALHH had spent
only less than five per cent of their total non food
expenditure for repairs and maintenance S50 per cent spent 6

15 per cent while ten per cent spent even more for the same
purpose Magority (63 per cent) of the households used to
spent 6-10 per cent on fuel The percentage expenditure on
tobacco and liquor amounted to more than 25 per cent for 47
per cent of the ALHH and less than five only for 17 per cent
of the sample Other expenses ranged from zero to ten per
cent of the total non food expenditure for most of the

households

Correlation of non food expenditure with selected

characteristics 1s presented 1n table 4 7 §

Significant positive correlations were obtained
with variables such as age of the respondent family si1ze
total i1ncome price of cereals tea shop expenses expense on

clothes tobacco and liquor education and medical expenses
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Table 4 7 5 (orrelation between Non Food Expenditure and
selected characterestics

Var:iable R Value Variable R Value
* %
Age U 2073 Teashop 0 2418
expenses
familysize 0 3149™" Total food 0 4157"*
expense
Income from v 1717 Expense on 0 4315**
agriculture clothes
Icomc from 0 a758** Lxpense on 0 7749**
wages tobaco & ligqour
*¥ *
Total 1ncome 0 3709 Education 0 2425
expense
*oh
Expense on 0 3458 Medical 0 0798
cereals expenses

* Signifrcant at 5% level of significance

*+ Significant 1% level of si1gnificance
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The analysis of the results show that a bigger
proportion of their expenditure 18 on tobacco liquors and
other stimuilants If the expenses on these could be reduced
they can 1mprove their financial position and there by
uti1li1se more money for education ot children purchase of
clothes and other 1mportant i1tems Results obtained 1n this
study about the non food expenditure pattern of the ALHH 1s
1in agreement with those obtained by Rajendran (1880)

Varadarajan (1980) and Sankar (19852
4 T 4 Total expenditure pattern of the ALHH

Total expenditure pattern based on the four 1ncome
levels I, I, 1I5 and T4 1S grven 1n table 4 7 6 It 1s
observed that 1n all categories except I, the highest
percentage of expenditure was on food Dispar:ity 1n I4 may
be due to the low 1ncome elasticity of food 1tems Similar
trend was seen i1n the case ot expenditure on non food 1i1tems
also In I4 41 per cent of the total amount was spent on
agriculture while 1n Il 1t was only ei1ght per cent While Il
category spent 51 per cent of the total expenses on food the
corresponding figure for I4 was only 25 Expenses on
livestock and others were low 11n the case of I; category
The overall figures were as follows Of the total
expenditure about 4b per cent was spent on tood 28 per cent

on non food 1tems 12 per cent on agriculture nine per cent



Table 4 7 6 Expenditure pattern of Households across income levels
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Income

Average annual expenditure (Hs)
(Rs/Year) No of ALIHH food non food agriculture livestook others Total

15001 30000 78 12078 7534 1912
(6%5) (G (32) (€:3
30001 45000 28 14876 8983 3553
(23) (45) 27) (11
45001 t 00L0 11 10431 B46b 8582
(©)] (&1 (19) (2v)
> 80000 3 17416 10271 28150
(3) (25> (15) 41
Overall 120 19269 8026 3562
(100) (48) (28) 12)

1348
(8)

40b5
12)

7158
(16)

9054
(13)

2707
(9)

502 23374
(2 aomw
2232 3370y
7 (100)
3043 44280
(8) 100)
3433 68324
5 {10m
1267 28825
(5) (100)

(Figures 1n parantheses denote percentages to group total)
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on livestock and five per cent on other purposes li1ke

unforeseen expenses

The relationship between 1ncome and expenditure for
the various 1ncome categories 18 diagramatically represented

1n the figure 4 7 1

It 1s seen that 1n the group I1 to which 65 per
cent of the households belong the average annual expenditure
exceeds average annual 1ncome by two per cent The
corresponding figures for I, 14 and I, were 92 81 and 92
per cent of the average annual 1ncome The overall result
show that the ALHH spend about 98 per cent of the 1ncome
earned by them i1n an year The ratio (expenditure 1ncome)
above unity show the over expenses of households 1n 11 which
may lead them to borrow money from others to meet their
demands and thereby lowering their economic status The high
overall ratio of 0 98 reveals the proportionate rise 1in

expense with the i1ncome

The high percentage distribution of amount spent on
agriculture by I4 category of the ALHH may be due to the non
adoption of scientitic cultivation practices by most of
these people which leads to low productivity ultimately

leading to to high cost benefit ratio

Correlation analysis was done to find out the

variables that were si1gnificantly related to total
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Table 4 7 7 Correlation between total expenditure and
gselected variables

Variable r Value Variable r Value

Age 0 0567 Expense 0 5427"*
on clothes

Family size 0 22b4* Education 0 2244%
_f——w"x\,—-\‘

Total land 0 9722** Total non 0 4501**

holding food expense

frice of y) )Bbu** Fxpense on 0 7301**

cereals agricul ture

Total food 0 6407** Expense on 0 5234**

expense live stock

* Si1gnificant at 5% level of significance

¥* Significant 1% level of significance
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expenditure (Table 4 7 7) Si1gnificant positive correlation
was obtained on total expengses with family si1ze land
holding total 1i1ncome price of cereals expense on clothes

education expenses on agriculture and expense on livestock

The total annual expenditure (y) was explained 1n
terms of number of days employed (Xl) family si1ze (xz) and
total income (x3) using the regression equation

* % *
y 4882 2 + 4 42xy - 459 T4x, + 0 83x4

The fitted regression was found to be significant
(F - 208 811) explaining 84 37 per cent of the total
expenditure (y) by the 1ndependent variables However among
the three only the variable Xq (total 1ncome) was found to

have a si1gnificant i1nfluenced on Y

Another linear equation with the following
1ndependent variables was estimated to explain the total
annual expenditure (y) total food expenses (xl) to.al non
food expenses (x2) expenses on agriculture (x3) and expenses

on livestock (x4) The estimated equation was
Yy -1 176 + 1 lel + 0 99x2 + 0 99x3 + 1 00x4

The fitted regression equation had high significance (F

352401) and was found to be an exact fit (RS 0O 9999)
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The results of this study 1s 1n agreement with many
of the similar studies done earlier It could be seen that
as the 1ncome level rises the percentage of 1t spent for food
lowers which shows that the elasticity of demand for the
food 1tems 1s low When i1ncome level rises people will have
more percentage of money ready to spent on other 1tems of non
consumpttve nature Similar results have also been obtained
by Rajendran (1981) Sankar (1985) and Samad and Hussaln

(1993)
4 8 Extent of poverty among the ALHH

Poverty line drawn based on the planning commission
method (Ref HReport of the Expert group planning commission
Government of India 1993) worked out to be Rs 2510 per

capita per year for consumption expenditure

Results of the present study based on this reveal
that 18 percent of the ALHH live below 1t while another 21
percent li1e marginally above the poverty line with
consumption expenditure ranging between Rs 2511 and ®Rs 3000
per capita per year Poverty ratio (percentage of population
below the poverty line) 1n some ot the states estimated by
the planning commission during 1993 (source Report of the

Lxpert sgroup planning commission Government of India

1993) was as follows
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Orissa 44 7
Kerala 17 0
Punjab 7 2
Indra 29 7

Results obtained i1n the present study s almost
similar to that of the planning commission with respect to

Kerala

In Kerala there 1s a bi1g gap between 1ncome
actually earned by the labourers and the potential 1ncome due
to the high unemployment Thus poverty among the ALHH arise
mainly due to the high unemployment situation rather than the
low wages The conditions of these poor house holds will
certainly 1i1mprove 1f more employment oppurtunities are
provided Similar results with regard to the poverty among
rural labour house holds have also been obtained by Dev

(1988) and Banerjce (1893)

Support to the ALHH through the Various Welfare programmes

The Government has 1ntroduced various labour
welfare programmes for the upliftment of the socially and
economically weaker sections These programmes 1include

Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP) operated
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through the block and panchayat level 1nstitutions Spec:ial
Employment programme (SEP) and Special Component plan (SCP)
carrted out through the local krishibhavans pension schemes
like The Kerala Agricultural WYWorkers Welfare Scheme (KAWWS)
and Kerala Agricultural Workers Pension Scheme (KAWPS) and

Kshemanidhis

The results ot the study (table 4 9 1) revealed
that 31 percent of the ALHH were not covered by any of the
programmes Thairty si1x percent were IRDP beneficiaries and
17 percent SEP/SCP beneficiaries while the remaining ALHH
were covered by other types of programmes The maximum
amount per house hold (Rs 6050) was obtained through the
kshemanidhis though 1t covered only two percent ot the
sample An amount of Rs 5903 per house hold was benefitted
through TIRDP Only 26 per cent of the ALHH had received

financial assistance to the tune of more than Rs 5000 from
the welfare schemes while the remaining 44 per cent got only
meagre amounts less than that Ei1ghty si1x per cent of the
beneficiary ALHH through these schemes required non repayment
while the remaining 14 per cent had to repay the loans

obtained

Benettciary house holds or the IRDP ut:lised their

loan amount mainly for constructing house (Since the loans
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Tabel 4 9 | Beneficiary households by type of the welfare

programme
Name of NO of Totatl Amount per
the scheme benefitted amount {(Rs) household (Rs)
ALHH
IRDP 43 251850 5903
(36) (85)
SCP/SEP 20 14745 737
(17) (5)
KAWWS/KAWPS 6 6060 1010
(5) (2)
Kshemanidhis 2 12100 6050
(2) (4)
Others 12 12125 1010
(10) (4)
none 37 -
(31)
Total/overall 120 298880 2491
(100)

(Figure 1n parantheses denote percentage to total)
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were meant tor that purpose) while SUP/SEP were mainly meant
for providing basic amenities to the poor house holds along
with employment generation The pension schemes (KAWWS &
KAWPS) were not popular among these only 15 per cent of the
Al HH were beneficiaries and earned on an average Rs 1010 per

vear

It was observed that thirty per cent of the house
holds were not covered by any of the schemes and majority of
the beneficiaries were 1n recelpt of meagre sums only on an
average Rs 2491 per bheneficiary house hold The magnitude
of the problems faced by the ALHH 1s 1ncomparable with the
benefi1ts of the welfare schemes and this may be a reason for
the low 1mpact of these programmes on the ALHH Another
reason may be attributed to those beneficraries of the loans
who belonged to the non target group Had the support
through the various welfare programmes been utilised properly
among the weaker sections one can expect an 1mprovement 1in
their financial position and consequent 1mprovement i1n their
economlc status Similar results were obtained by Dandekar
(1986) Paul (1989) Ghosh (1993) Gulab (1983) and

Subramanian (194Y4)
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4 10 Savings and level of debt of the sample Households
4 10 1 Savings of the ALHH

The frequency distribution ot the labour households
based on their levels of savings 1ndicated that 40 percent
didnot have any savings Thairty three percent of the ALHH
had current savings more than Rs 2000 13 per cent between Rs
1000 and Hs 2000 and 14 per cent of the house holds had

savings less than Rs 1000

Table 4 10 1 depicts the savings of the households
through various agencies of the houses Among the households
that had savings 33 per cent deposited 1n i1ntormal agencies
like dai1ly chits and 1t formed only 17 per cent of the total
amount saved The house holds saved maximum through
insurance policies followed by co-operative chits The
average amount saved per house hold was found be about H=s

5405

The highest average i1nvestment was also seen 1n
insurance policies and even though only 17 per cent saved
through 1t the amount collected was 4b per cent o1 the
total One of the reasons for the large number to save

through dai1ly chits was 1ts low premium which these people
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Table 4 10 1| Savings of the households through different

agencies
Agency No of Amount Percentage to
ALHH per ALHH(Rs) total amount
w5t
Banks/ 1b 2844 {1

post office (22)

Insurance 12 12358 46

funds (17)

Co-operative 8 5275 19

chits (11

private 12 1928 T

chits (L7

others 24 4b1Y 17
(334)

No savings 48

Uverall T2 5405 100
(100)

(Figures 1n parantheses denote percentage to total ALHH

having savings)
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could afford Moreover 1n most of the cases money was

collected by agents from the doorsteps of the ALHH

The results obtailned show that effective savings 1s
not practiced by most of the house holds and this may be
accounted as one reason for their weak financial position
The results are 1n agreement with the findings of Sankar

(1985) and Deole (1992)
4 10 2 Indebtedness of the ALHH

A household with high level of 1ncome cannot be
financlally sound 1f the credit amount outstanding and the
amount overdue are equally high In studies retated to

economic status the credit availed assume equal 1mportance
as the i1ncome and the expenditure of the household Analysas
of the level of 1ndebtedness are depicted through tables

4 10 2 to 4 10 8

Frequency analysis showed that 1l per cent of the
house holds always preferred obtaining loans 22 per cent
took loans occasionally and 17 per cent were averse to being
1ndebted Fifty per cent of the ALHH availed cred:it only when
necessary On the type of the agency preferred 52 and 12

per cents preferred formal agencies l1ike Banks and
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cooperatives respectivelyv while 1nformal sources were
praffered by 27 per cent (Friends & Relatives 25 per cent and
money lenders 2 per cent) The reasons cited for the
preference of above agencies were easlness to obtain loans
(59 per cent of the ALHH) and lower 1nterest rate (28 per
cent) Most (45 per cent) of the house holds reported that
they have problems 1n obtarning loans due to procedural
rigidities (63 per cent) and bureaucratic set up (29 per

cent) mainly

The credit socurces ot the ALHH with regard to the
var:ous 11ncome levels are presented 1n table 4 10 2 Thirty
three per cent ot the ALHH had avalled credit either from
formal or 1nformal agencires while 18 per cent utilised both
the type of agencies Eighty five per cent each of Il & 12
categories 72 per cent of 13 and 100 per cent of I4

categories of the ALHH were responsible for clearing debt

Table 4 10 3 furnishes the distribution of house
holds based on the sources of cred:t with regard to the
holding size Among the house holds that had credit balances
36 per cent had obtained loans from commercial banks while
18 per cent resorted to co operatives for credit support

The distribution of the house holds that depended on intormal
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Table 4 10 2 Income level anil ¢redit sources of ALWH

Annual 1ncome Tolal no Agcncy of cred:t Total no of
per ALHH of ALITH 1nstat ton 1nsti both 1nieb ted
(Iis) utional tutional ALHH
15001 JOUOJ(II) 78 21 32 13 bb
(67) (32) {18) 20 (85)
30L01 4’UUU(IZ) 28 14 5 5 24
(23) (H58) (21) 21) 85)
45001 60000(13) 11 3 3 2 8
(§:)) (38) {38) (24) 72
> BOOUVO (I4) 3 1 U 2 K}
(3) (43) ) (b7) (100)
Total 120 3y 40 22 tul
(100) (33) I (18) (84)

(Figures 1n parantheses denote percentage to respective
category total)
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(redit support among beneficlary bouseholds by type of agency

No of ALHH

Agency

No of Banks Co ope

ALHH

73
(b1)

21

(18

(b)

(7)

11

(v)

120

(1ow)

23
(22)

8

8)

1)

4

O

3t

(3b)

ratives

7

4

4)

S

(2)

(4)

18
(18)

Money
iender

14
14

(&)

w

0

{0

(9]

18
(18)

Friends OUthers Total no

relatives of indebted
ALHH
13 5 b2
(13) (5) (61)
4 0 19
(4> 0) (19)
3 0 5
(&) 0) (5)
0 | T
0) (1) 7)
2 0 8
(2 w (€33
22 b 101
(22) (8) (1002

(I'1g 1n paranthe ses denole percentage to total)
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sources (45 per cent) were as follows Money lenders-18 per
cent friends & relatives 22 per cent and other sources =-b
per cent Seventy nine per cent of ALHH who possessed 0-20
cents of land were the main beneficiaries of credit (86 per
cent among them) support Commercial Banks were the mailn
source of credit for all the classes except the ALHH that
possessed more than 40 cents each 1in whose case the main

agency was co operative societiles

The amount of credit overdue of the ALHH 1n
relation to the si1ze of holding 1s analysed with table

4 10 4

The average credit amounted to Rs 4420 while the
cutstanding amount was Hs 3853 Among the five categories of
the ALHH based on the holding si1ze percentage of credit
overdue on credit outstanding ranged from Q0 to 74 with an
average of 51 Not much variation was observed 1n the case
of proportion of households 1i1ndebted to total no of
households per class It was seen that the ALHH with holding
si1ze of 30-40 had borrowed the largest sum and the amount
outstanding and overdue per household was also the highest
for this category However 1n the case of households with

iess than 10 cents the amount overdue expressed as pecrcentage
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Table 4 10 4 Overdues of credit received i1n relation to the size of the

Holding size
(cents)

0 10

10 40

20 30

90 40

Lverall

h lding

Averege amount (Hs )

No of N> of Perce borr
ATHH indebted ntage wed
ALHIT
73 62 85 3804
21 i9 90 9858
7 5 71 1510
8 { 88 9346
11 B 73 BLOO
120 101 84 4420

Cut

Over

Overdues as

standing due percentage of

3196

3073

1250

8Y70

79518

1207

1897

6634

4425

outstanding

38

62

74

55
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of amount outstanding was only 38 One reason for this might
be that these people borrowed only small amounts which they
were able to repay Another observation made during the
study was that average amount per loan was larger 1n the case
of loans 1ssued through formal agencies and people approached
non formel agencies for smaller loans mainly tor consumption
purpose Majority of the ALHH that approached the non

institutional agencies belonged to the lower holding size
classes only These agencies are very strict as far as the
repayment of the loan 1s concerned This will be more clear
from the observation that even though H5 per cent of the
households with O 10 cents of land had avaitled cred:it the
percentage of loan outstanding as overdue was only 38 while
in the last class with holding size more than 40 cents only
T3 percent of the ALHH had availled loans but the
corresponding percentage 1s 55 The overdue was found to be
high for loans availled from formal institutions This 1s 11n

agreement with the findings of Louis (1981)

The level of loan overdues among the ALHH 1s given

in table 4 10 5

It was seen that 35 per cent of the households were

prompt 1n repayment of loans the majoritv of which fell



Table 4 100 5

Level of

overdue

(Hs )

N1l

1 500

501 1000

joul 1500

1501 2000

above 2000

Total

Level ot

No of
defaulters

3b

15

28

65

Percentage
to total
detaulters

35

15

28

100

Overdues
per defa

ulter (Rs )

0

4317

953

1279

1850

5784

3132

134

locan overdues among the ALHH

Percentage
of total
amount

79 ©6

100
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under the low holding size class Forty three percent of the
defaulted ALHH have to their credit more than Rs 2000 each
as amount overdue with an average of Ks 5784 Results
revealed that 80 per cent of the total overdue amount was to
be repaid by 28 per cent of the defaulters only However
majority of the respondents who had availed credit in all
classes were defaulters and thus on a whole the 1ndebttedness

level among the ALHH was high

The average loan overdues at different 1ncome

levels 1s given 1n table 4 10 6

The average overdue per defaulter was found to
range between Ks 2151 and Rs 10667 with an overall average of
Rs 3136 The major share of the i1indebted households were from
the Il category The group Il had 60 per cent of the total
defaulters who had to pay 50 per cent of the total amount
overdue In respect to the other 3 categories pased on
rncome levels the percentage ot amount overdue to total
didnot vary much In the case of I4 1t was observed that
eventhough 1t had only three per cent of the total number of
defaulters the percentage of amount overdue was as high as
16 per cent and the average overdue per defaulter was a huge

amount of Hs 106b7
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Table 4 10 b Average loan overdues based on income levels

Annual 1ncome No of ind No of Average overdue Percentage to total
(Rs ) echted ALIIH  defaulters per defaulter defaulter amount
(Rs )
15001 3000V (Il) Bb 39 2b29 b0 50
(55> (32)
su0vL 45000 (12) 24 17 2151 26 18
(20) (14)
45001 bOOLD (I4) g 6 5467 9 16
7 (5)
> BO0O0O (14) 3 3 10067 5 16
(3 3
Total /overall 101 b5 313b 100 100
(84) (54)

(Figures 1n parantheses denote percentage to total)
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Table 4 10 7 Utailisation pattern of credit received

Income No of Credat End use of credit
(Rs /year) 1ndebted avalled per (No of ALHH)
ALHH AIHH (Rs ) Orginal Diverted
purpose purpose
15001 3000V (Il) b8 3b 18 4b 20
(54) (45) (20)
30001 45000 (Iz) 24 3868 18 b
(zu) (18) (6)
45001 80000 (15) 8 6312 8 o
7) 8> o)
> B0OV00 (14) 3 19667 3 0
(3) 3 (0)
Overall 101l 4420 75 26
(84) (74) (26)

(F1gures 1n parantheses denote percentage to total)
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The utilisation of c¢redit avairled with regard to

the various 1ncome categories 1s presented 1n table 4 10 7

The amount of cred:it availled per ALHH ranged from
Rs 3098 to HRs 19667 About the ut:ilisation pattern 74 per
cent reported that they had utilised the credi1t for the
original purpose while 24 per cent had diverted the use of
credit Households that belonged to I1 & Iz only had diverted
the purposes while all the ALHH that belonged to Ig & I4
categories did utilise the credit availed for 1ts original
purpose only The average amount of credit avalled per
household was found to be Rs 4420 In the category I, the
average amount avalled as credit was very high (Rs 15b67)
This might be one of the reasons for the large sum 1n this

category remaining as credit overdue (vide table 4 10 6)

Correlation analysi1s was done to find the degree of
relationship of di1fferent variables under credit such as
total amount availed total amount outstanding total amount
overdue with other selected variables and the results are

given 1n table 4 10 8

Total amount of credit avalled was significantly

related to 1ncome from agriculture wages total food
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Table 4 10 8 (orrelation (r) between variables of credit and
other selected var:ables

Varrables Total amount Amount Amount
avalled outstanding overdue
r value r value r value

*k

Fami1lv si1ze v 1949 0O 130 0 2879

Total land 0 1911 v 2117* o 2501**

holding

Tncome from o 3452™*" o 3s81™* o 3989**

agricul lure

Income from o 1158** 0 2338" 0 2338"

vages

Total food o sz202%* v 2979%* o 4008*

expenses

Total non food v 2493" 0 2045" o 3057**

expenses

Lxpense on (V) 3466** 0 3719** 0 3862**

agricul ture

Total expense 0 4s21** 0 3951™* o 4490™*

* Significant at 5% level of significance

¥¥ Significant at 1% level of significance
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expense expense on agriculture and total expenditure
Significant and posiitive correlation was obtained for the
amount outstanding with 1ncome from agriculture total food
expense expense on agriculture and total expenditure while
amount of credit overdue was significantly related to 1ncome
from agriculture total food expense total non food expense

expense on agriculture and total expeuditure

Regression estimate was also done on credit amount
overdue (Y) with the variables such as number of days of
employment (Xi) fam ly size (X2) size of land holding (x3>

total 1ncome (x4) total expenditure (x5) and total amount

borrowed (xb) and the equation was obtained as
* % *
Y 769 94 8 88x1 + 426 19x2 + 13 49x3 0O 11x4
* ok * ¥

+ 0 16x5 + 0 29xb

The regression was significant (F 17 0687) and tound to
explain 47 54 per cent of the variation i1n the credit amount
overdue Among the 1ndependent variables all except I45 (size
of land holding) had si1gnificant 1nfluence on Y However the
effect of x!1 (no ot days ot employmenit) and x4 (total

&
income) on Y was found to be negative



of the credit showed that majority of the households were
1indebted 1i1rrespective ot their 1ncome levels The results
obtained from this study 1s 1n agreement with the findings of

Varma (1980) Sankar (198%) and Debnarayan (1993)

4 11 Profile characteristics of the ALHH

There are a number of characters which i1ndividuallv
may have only minor 1mportance but on the whole contribute
significantly in assessing the economlc pesition ot an
individual A few among such are analysed and discussed

below

4 11 1 Social participation

Si1xty two per cent of the respondents were found to
be not members of any of the organisations and only one
respondent had membership 1n two social 1nstitutions while

the rest were members 1n one institution each

The mean social participation was found to be 3 3
(table 4 11 1) which was very low Based on this the ALHH
were categorised 1nto two those having low soctial

participation (<3 3) and those with high participation ¢ >
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3 3) As such 5t per cent of the respondents had low social

participation
4 11 2 Closeness with agricultural support system

The objgectives of personnel like Agricultural
officer Agricultural assistant fireld officers of bank
Veterinary surgeon etc who work for the development of
agriculture and allied activities will be achieved only 1if
the rapport with the people including labourers 18 good
In the study 1t was seen that Agricultural assistant was the
person with whom the labourers had maximum contact that too
occasionally only Agricultural otficer was contacted by 30
per cent of the respondents occasionally The other

personnel were rarely contacted for help or advice

The mean score obtained for closeness with
agricultural support system was 4 4 {(vide table 4 11 1)
Even though the mean score 1iself was low the distribution
of the population into low and high groups showed that 55 per
cent of the ALHH belonged to the low group (Score <4 4) of
closeness with agricultural support system The overall low
score obtained i1n the study 1ndicates that this might be one
of the reasons for the agricultural backwardness and low crop

productivity observed in these areas
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Total 4 11 1§ Distribution of respondents based on thear
selected profile characterestics (1)

Character tategory Frequency fercentage
Social Low < 3 3 b7 5b
participation High » 3 3 53 44
Closeness with Low < 4 4 66 55
aegriculture High > 4 4 44 45

support system

51 42
b9 58

A
-
e

Fxposure to 1ow
mass medla High

v
-
=

Table 4 11 2 Distribution of the respondents based on their
selected profile characterestics (11)

Character Category Frequency Percentage
Losmopoliteness Low < 4 6 18 40
High >-4 6 72 60
Health and Low < 7 6 52 43
Hygeine High > 7 & 68 57
Aspirations Low < 4 ) 35 32
(future) High > 4 74 68
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4 11 3 Exposure to mass media

The mean score obtained for th:s as seen from
table 4 t1 1 was 4 8 Larger proportion 58 per cent
belonged to the high level group (score > 4 8) while the

remaining households had low exposure only

Programmes through radio was listened to by 85 per
cent of the respondents and some among these had radio setis
of their own Fifty three per cent had high and 34 per cent
medium exposure to the newspapers while TV viewing was
limited to only 10 per cent of the respondents Media like
farm and other 1nformative magazines was not found to be
popular among the ALHH and had only 11 per cent ot these as
subscribers The higher level of exposure to mass med1ia

might be due to the social awareness of the labourers

4 11 4 Cosmopoliteness

Cosmopoliteness measures the frequency of the visit
of the people belonging to rural households to nearest town
or urban ccntre From table 4 11 2 1t can be seen that the
mean score for cosmopoliteness was 4 6 Sixty per cent of the
respondents had high level ot cosmopoliteness (score>s4 6)

where as the remaining had low level Only 66 per cent of
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the respondents visited nearby towns at least once a week and
26 per cent had fortnightly wvaisits About the purpose of
visit 889 per cent did 1t for domestic purposes e1ght per
cent for entertainments while only three per cent utilised

the visit tor matters related to agriculture

4 11 5 Health and Hygiene

Thirty four per cent of the ALHH had PHC within a
distance of one kilometer All the households had access to
e1ther government or private hospitals However majority (83
per cent) of the households primari1ly depended on private

hospitals “or medical treatment

With respect to other amenities %1 per cent of the
ALHH didnot have latrine 41 per cent had ordinary latrines
and only ei1ght per cent of the ALHH had latrines with septic

tanks

Wells were the piimary source of drinking water for
93 per cent of the households and only 55 had one of their
own while others were dependent ei1ther on neighbourhood or
panchayat well About five per cent got water from street

tap connections while the rest depended on ponds for taking
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water The water obtained was pure 1n the case of 97 per

cent of the househoids

About the disposal of waste none of the ALHH had
adopted scientific practices of waste disposal like compost
making While 33 per cent of the households used the waste
to feed cattle and poultry the rest simply threw out the

waste

Considering the above tactors the mean score for
health and hygiene was worked out to be 7 6 (table 4 11 2)
Fifty seven per cent of the households had high level (score

2 7 68 of health & hygiene while the others had low level

It was seen that majority of the households had
high level of cosmopoliteness and health and hygiene Thas
may be attributed to the higher Iiteracy rate and social

awareness of the labourers
4 11 6 Leisure time

Most (94 per cent) of the respondents reported to
have enough leisure time and were willing to work for more

number of days than their present level
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Regarding the number of days per week they were
willing to work 25 per cent were ready to work on atll days
53 per cent for si1x days and only 5 per cent were reluctant

to work for more than 4 days a week mainly due to their old

age

During the available leisure day 73 per cent took
rest 19 per cent engaged themselves 1n household activities
while nine per cent misutilised 1t for activities like

gambling etc

The results revealed that one of the main problems
of the agricultural labourers was the under employment
si1tuation they have to counter The poverty of these
households could be removed to a large extent by providing

them with enough job oppurtunities
4 11 7 Aspirations

a Future

The {future aspirations denote the aspirations of
the respondents about their children Sixty five per cent
had medium aspirations only while 2b percent had very high
aspirations and nine per cent kept away as this was not

applicable to them since they had no children About the
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occupation preferred for their children seven per cent were
satisfied 1f their children become agricultural labourers and
s1x per cent preferred business for their children However
77 per cent of the respondents preferred government jobs for

their children

The mean value of the scores obtained for
aspirations (future) was 4 1 and 1t was seen that only 29 per
cent of the households had low level of aspirations about
their children (score < 4 1) The results show that on an
average the aspirations are high This would naturally be so
si1nce no parents would prefer to see their children 1n a
condition as worse as theirs

b Present

Forty three per cent of the labourers preferred a
shift of occupation from farm work to non farm work whereas
57 per cent were satisfied with their present position The
various reasons given by the respondents 1n preference of the

type ot work include (percentage ot respondents 1n brackets)
a farm work 1s preferred

1 no specific reasons (18)

2 farm work 1s good (15)
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J 1ndependence (9)

4 no scope for other jJobs (158)

b non tarm work 18 preterred

5 bYbetter wages and i1ncome (15)

b better standard of living (5)
7 high status 1n the society (2)
8 regular i1ncome (9)

9 less manual labour (8)

10 other reasons (3)

From the overall results of the protile
characteri1stics 1t can be 1nferred that the labour households
have high aspirations and good mass media exposure
(awareness) However in the case of social participation and

closeness to the agricultural support system majority of the
households were 1n the lower level only The results
obtained 1n the present study 1s 1n tune with the findings of
Dharmaraja (1982) Nelson (1992) Ashalatha (1993) Fathimabi

(1993) and Alex (1983)
4 12 Level of pol:itical participation

Many studies have shown that one of the most

important reasons for the prevalence of high wages 1n the
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state 18 the degree of unionisation of the labour force The
people of Kerala are well known for their political awareness
and hencc the study of levels of political participation

assumes much significance 1n a study like this

Results of the study show that 52 per cent of the
respondents (agricultural labourers) were members of
registered political parties / trade unions Among them 62
per cent were members of the communist parties 35 per cent
of the labourers were members 1n the congress party and three
per cent had membership i1n other parties The reasons given
for their participation or abstaining from the political
movements have been broadly classi1fied i1nto 10 as follows

with the percentages of respondents given against them

a Reasons for joining political parties

! Beneticral to the 1ndividual 16
2 Was forced to join 1
3 Beneficial to the community 21
4 No specific reasons 14

b HKeasons for abstaining form political movement
5 Ignorance about them 0
b Not i1nterested 25

7 Not beneficial for seif 11
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8 Is a nuisance 12
9 Subscription fee 0
10 Other reasons - 0

The results of the study 1ndicate that majority of
the respondents were members ot political movement and a few
among them (2 per cent) were office bearers also The high
wage rates and better social conditions of the labourers can
be attributed to the high level of political participation
among the labourers, 1s desirable also so long as 1t acts for
their well being and prosperity The results of the study 1s
in agreement with the findings of Panicker (1978) Baby
(1986) Bardhan (198%) Pushpangadan (1992) and Subramanian

(1994)
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S SUMMARY

Agriculture 1s the primary sector 1n our economy
contributing for about one third of our gross domestilc
product and agricultural lebour 1s one of the vital 1nputs 1n
the agricultural production process But various studies
have shown that even now the levels of living and the socio-
economic status of these people are very law Even though
new polices have been 1ntroduced over the years the plight
of this class sti1ll remains the same The present study
aimed at understanding the economic status of the
agricultural labourers 1n Thiruvananthapuram district had the

following objectives

1 To understand the levels of employment under employment
and unemployment of the agricultural labourers of

Thiruvananthapuram district

2 To study the wage rates and modes of payment of wages of

the labourers

3 To c¢s imate the 1ncomec levels of the Agricultural Labour

Households
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4 To assess the expenditure pattern of the ALHH
5 To estimate the extent of poverty 1f any of the ALHH

6 To estimate the levels of i1ndebtedness and savings of the

sample households

7 To assess the support through the various welfare

programmes for the selected households

8 To understand other details such as Socrial participation
Cosmopoliteness Health and Hygeline and Aspiration levels

of the labour households

9 To study the level of political participation of the

ALHH

The study was conducted 1n Thiruvananthapuram
district of Kerala state A three stage random sampling
procedure was followed and 4 Krishibhavans {(Maranalloor
Pallichal Poovar and Vizhinj)am) were selected from the
Neyyatinkara agricultural sub division Thirty agricultural
labourers were selected from each of the 4 Krishibhavans as
respondents thus making a total sample si1ze of 120
Through detalled discussions held with experts and review of
literature a set of 15 1mportant variables were selected to

be i1ncluded 1n the study
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Some ot the 1mportant variables selected to work
out the economic status of the agricultural labourers were
basic family particulars like religion caste family type
fami1ly si1ze housing condition etc level of employment
working hours and wage rates land holding si1ze land holding
pattern and cultivation practices possession of farm
implements and consumer durables livestock status value of
permanent assets income levels of the house holds
dependence on the PDS expenditure pattern of the house
holds extent of credit availed and 1ts utilisation benefits
from labour welfare programmes savings of the house holds
levels of scocial participation health and hygeine
conditions participation 1n trade union activities and other
detal1ls such as exposure to mass media cosmopoliteness

aspiration levels etc

Basic family particulars were measured by the scale
developed by Venkataram:ah (1983) and followed by Fatimabi
(1893) Education levels of the respondents was measured by

the scale followed by Padmanabhan (1981)

Employment level was measured by the total number

of days & person actually worked 1n the previous year and
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wage rates was measured as the earnings both 1n cash and kind

which the worker got as a reward for his/her work

Land holding s1ze was measured separately hboth as
owned and operated holdings 1n cents Own holding 1ncluded
the total land owned by the respondent and operated holding
was conceptualized as the land i1n which cultivation was done

which 1ncluded lteased in lands also

Land use pattern was measured with the cultivation
practices of the households and the average area under each

of the major crops

Possession ot farm 1mplements was measured both 1n
terms of the number of each 1mplement (which are of common
use) the labourer owned and the present value of the farm

implements owned by him

Live stock status was measured i1n terms of the
number value expenses and 1ncome levels from both cattle

and poultry to the labour house hold
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Possession of consumer durables was measured as the
number of each of the commonly seen consumer durable 1tems
owned by the sample household and also by the present value

of those 1tems

Permanent asserts 1ncluded houses land gold and
other 1tems of permanent nature which were owned by the

sample house hold and was measured bv their present value

Measurement of 1ncome was done for the previous one
year across the various sources of 1ncome of the ALHH and was

measured 1n Rs per year per household

Expenditure pattern was measured 1n three heads
namely total food expenditure total non food expenditure and

total expenditure per year in Rs per household

Poverty among the ALHH was measured using a poverty
line constructed based on the consumption expenditure
pattern Benefits for the ALHH from various labour welfare
programmes was measured along with the total amount received

per household and by the type of programme
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The level of savings of the households was obtained
from the amounts deposited by the ALHH 1n the various types
of agencies Indebtedness was measured from the data

avallable on the credit amount availed amount outstanding and

amount over due

Soci1al participation was measured by the scoring
pattern followed by Alex (1993) with slight modifications
The same procedure with modifications was used to measure the
closeness with agricultural support system and the exposure

to mass media

Cosmopoliteness aspiration levels and health and
hygienic conditions were measured by following the scale used

bv Fathimab: (1993) with slight modifications

LLevel of political participation was measured by
the type of unicn 1n which the respondent had membership (1if

any) and the reason eirther for jJoining or abstaining from the

movement

Data was collected from agricultural labourers with

the help of a pre tested and well structured questionaire
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The process adopted was personal 1nterviews which were

conducted i1n a smooth and cordial manner

The data collected was coded tabulated and
analysed with the help of statistical tools viz the
frequency and percentage analysis mean standard deviation
correlation and linear regression analyses to derive the

results

Sali1ent findings

1 Ninetythree percent of the Agricultural Labour Households

were of nuclear type 1n composition

2 Housing condition of the ALHH 1i1ncluded thatched houses
(61 per cent) huts (4 percent) and only 35 percent had

houses of good condition
3 About half of the total households were not electrified
4 The average family si1ze was 4

5 A large proportion of the labourers belonged to the age

group 45 65
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In the households female labourers accounted only less

than one si1xth of the total number of labourers

More than three fourth of the respondents were ei1ther

1l1l1terate or had only primary schooling

As agriculture alone could not provide enough employment
oppurtunities a few had resorted to subsidiary

occupations also like head load work and other unskilled

Labour activities

Average days of employment as hired labour was as low as

187 days per year

About 87 percent of the labourers were moderately under
employed with work for 200 300 days only a year
About one third of the total households had only one

earning member each

The 2verage number of earners and dependancy ratio was

found to be | 9 and 0 53 among the ALHH

Average wage rate for male labourers was found te be Rs

62 4 per day and for female labourers Rs 47 2 per day

Temale labourers had oniy less employment opportunities

compared to their male counter parts
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Wages were pald 1n cash only except 1n the case of

coconut climbers where a small portion was given 1n Kind

The average size of land holding both owned (16 71 cents)

and operated @t 68 cents) was low for the ALHH

A si1gnificant proportion of area under cultivation was

not owned by the ALHH but leased 1n from landlords

Possessi1on of farm 1mplements consumer durables and

livestock was found to be low among the ALHH

Value of the permanent assets 1ncluding land was worth
less than Hs 1 lakh for about 90 percent of the

households

Average annual 1ncome per household was Rs 29887 and the

per caplta income was about Rs 8078

Total 1ncome per household had significant correlation
with family si1ze number of days employed and total area

under cult:vation

Distribution of i1ncome was 1n association with the Lorenz
curve where 1t showed that 1n the lower 1ncome levels
proportionate share ot the total ALHH enjoy only less

than proportionate share of the total 1ncome
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Eighty nine percent of the ALHH were dependent on PDS for
partial fulfilment of their food requtrements while ten
percent depended on open market only Only one
household met 1ts requirements of cereals sugar and

kerosene fully from the PDS

Expense on cereals had the highest share (about 32
percent) 1n the total food expenses for majortty of the

ALHH

A large number of households spent a significant amount
on tea shops and hotel About 48 percent of the ALHH
used to spent more than 20 percent of their TFE 1n tea

shops and hotels

Expenses on food 1tems formed the major share (about 4b

per cent on an average) 1n the total expenditure

Total expenditure had direct and significant correlation

with total 1ncome and family si1ze

Poverty line drawn based on the planning commission
method showed that 18 percent of the households lived
below the poverty line while Z1 percent were marginally

above 1t
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Thirty one percent of the ALHH were not covered by any of
the welfare schemes and even the beneficial households
had obtained on an average only a meagre amount of

Rs 2491

ALHH depended equally on formal 1nstitutions like
commercial banks co operatives and non formal agencies

like money lenders friends relatives etc for availling

cred1t

Eighty four percent of the households under study had

avalled credit at the time of the study

Cred1t avalled was significantly related with the si1ze of

holding and total i1ncome of the household

Sixty five of the ALHH that had availed credit had amount
overdue against them and 1n many of the cases there was

no specific reason for non repayment of loans

About 28 per cent of the defaulters had on an average

ks 5884 overdue against them and the sum formed about 80

percent of the total amount overdue

large sums of money on credit was given by i1nst:itutional

agencles like commercral! banks and co operatives while
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non 1nstitutionatl agencies like money lenders,friends and
relatives advanced small amounts only at high rates of
interest and such sums were mainly used to meet

consumption requirements

Credit overdue was significantly and positively related
to total land holding total expenses total cred1it

avalled and total amount outstanding

Regression analysi1s showed that total 1ncome and number
of days of employment had significant and 1nverse

relation with the credit amount overdue

No specific trend was observed on the level of
indebtedness of the ALHH on the si1ze of holding or

different i1ncome ltevels

About half of the total number of households didnot have

any savings

Majority of the ALHH that had savings 1nvested 1n

informal agenciles like private and daily chits

Soci1al participation levels of majority of the

respondents were low
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42 Scientific cultivation practices were not followed by
majority of the households since they had only low level

ot association with agricultural support system

43 Health and hygeinic conditions of majority of the

households were satisfactory

44 Ninetyfour percent of the respondents were willing to
work for more number of days but couldn t get 1t due to

lack of employment oppurtunities

45 Of the total respondents 52 percent were members of
reglistered political parties and the level of thelr
political awareness was high while the others abstained
from politics due to reasons like lack of 1nterest
1gnorance etc and some others even considered 1t as a

nuilsance

The findings of this study 1ndicate that
agricultural labourers are 1n a comparatively poor condition
with low education economic and social status In general
the 1ncome level of the population was low and expenditure
level 1s high Majority of the households were 1ndebted and
about one f1fth were living below the poverty line with
percapita consumption expenditure less than Rs 2510 per

Year
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Most of the labourers were moderately and some were
severely under employed The land holding si1ze of the
agricultural labourers 1n general was very small A large
proportion of the households were sti1il not covered by any of
the welfare programmes and the savings level of majority of

the households was very low

The study confirms many of the bitter findings
about these poor people 1n earlier studies Adequate steps
are to be taken to 1mprove their socio economic conditions
without leaving them neglected and their contribution to the

field of agriculture should be given due consideration

Unless we treat households as the primary unit for
purposes of rural development and agricultural development 1t
will be difficult to develop labour intensive techniques that
alone can guarantee employment Consclidation of holdings
would widen the access of small and marginal land holders to
improved technology and thereby lead to an 1ncrease 1n
agricultural production But under the existing conditions

achievement of this 18 difficult
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The current antipoverty programmes though quite
si1gnificant i1n terms of absolute outlays are not sufficient
to tackle the problems of the ALHH Implementation of these
can be done more effectively by widening the role of non

governmental organisations

It 1s true that the conditions of the socially and
economically weaker section have much 1mproved i1n the last
four decades but a lot 18 yet to be done trowth 18 not
possible by Jjust wishing for 1t Simple econometrics show
that the grecat sources of growth lie within the country

1tself wairting to be unshackled

SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH

The study can be elaborated along the following

lines of research work 1n future
1 Elaborate studies can be done covering time series data
also

2 Similar studies can be conducted 1n other districts of

the state also

agricultural labourers like paddy field workers coconut

climbers skilled labourers etc

Scparate studies can be conducted for different types of
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District wise

Sl Dist
No
1 Kasarg

2 Xannur

3 VWyanad
4 Kozhik
5 Malapp

6 Palakkad

7 Thriss
8 Ernaku
9 TIdukk:
10 KXottay
11 Alappu

12 Pathanamthitta

13 KXollam
14 Thiruv
Total

Source

Append1x

population of

1n Kerala

I

agricultural labourers

rict Total Population No of agricultural
labourers
ode 1071508 80000
2251727 121193
672128 74237
ode 2619941 82002
uram 3096330 225737
2382235 347702
ur 2737311 11822bb
lam 2817238 134845
1078066 860630
am 1828271 124878
zha 2001217 143707
1188332 866bY
2407566 153047
ananthapuram 2946650 261064
(Kerala) 29098518 2103395
Census of India 1991



Appendix T1

List of XKrishibhavans i1n Thiruvananthapuram district
(sub division — wise)

(A) Attingal Sub division

T Chirayinkeezhu block

1  Anchuthengu 5 Xizhuvillam
2 Ashoar 6 Mudakkal
3 (hirayankeezhu 7T Vakkom

4 Kadal kavoor

II Kazhakootam block

1  Andoor Konam 5 Mangalapuram
2 Attipra 6 Pothencode
J Kadinamkulam T Sreekariam

4 Kazhakootam

ITTI Xilimanoor block

1 Karavaram S5 Navailkulam
2 KXilimanoor 6 Pallickal
3 Madavon 7 Pazhayakunummel

4 Nagaroor 8 Pulimath



JVv Varkala block

1

{B) Necdumangad Sub division

Chemmaruthy
(herunniyoor
Edava

Flak iamon

I Nedumangad block

t

2

3

1T Vamanapuram block

t

2

3

4

Anad
Aruvakkara

Karakulam

Katlara
Manikkal
Nanniyode

Nel lanadu

ITT Vellanad block

1

2

3

4

(C) Neyyatinkara Sub division

I Athiyannoor block

t

2

Aryanad
Kattakada
Kuttichal

Poovachal

Athiyannoor

Kanjiramkulam

Manampoor
Atur

Vettur

Panavoor

Vembayam

Pangode
Peringammala
Pul lampara

Vamanapuram

Thol 1code
Uzhamalakkal
Vel lanad

Vithura

Thiruvaliam

Venganoor



3 Karumkulam T Vizhinjam

4 Kottukal

IT Nemom block

{ Balaramapuram 5§ Nemom

2 Kalliyoor 6 Pallichal

3 Maranalloor 7 Vilappil

4 Maruk:l 8 Vilavoorkal

ITI Parassala block

1 Chenkal 4 Parassala
2 Karode 5 Poovar
3 Kalathur 8 Thirupuram

IV Perumkadavila block

! Amboori 6 Ottasekharamangalam
2 Ariyancode 7 Terumkadavila

4 Kallikkad 8 Perumpazhuthoor

4 Kollayil 9 Vellarada

5 FKunnathukal

V Thiruvananthapuram Rural
1 Chettiviiakom 3 Ulloor

2 Kadakampally 4 Vattijoorkavu

lSource Directorate of Agriculture Govi of Kerala (1992))



Appendix IIX

Fconomic status of agricultural labourers
interview schedule

Sub Division Name of Krishibhavan

1  Name and adress of the

respondent
2 Religion taste
91 Block Panchayat

{ TIrimary data of the houschold

a Tamily status Joint/Nuclear
b Housing condition Hut/thatched/ti1led/concrete
¢ Nature of ownership Owned/Rent

d VWhether house 1n electrified Yes/No

5 Tamily particulars

S1 Name Relation Age Sex Educational Status

No to the -
head of N1l Pri Mid High Abo
family mary dle sch ve

ool



b Employment detaills

Number of Employment status No of days employed
Member - - =
Main Sub Main Sub
Type of work Working hours Break
- - Per day hours
Agra Non agri OQthers
hired/self hired/self hired/self
Wages
- - Total Remarks
Agri Non agri Others
Cash/Kind Rs Rs Rs Rs
Employment Status (1) Govt Servant (2) Govt Labour
(3) Irivate labour (4) Business

(5) Household act:ivities

(6) CLollie



7 Land holding (1in cents}

Area Area Net
leased leased Culta
1n out vated
Area

Area
owne 1

Type of
land

Wet land

Dy land
Garsden lard
Uncultivable
land

Gross Value
Cult:
vated
Area

(Rs )

8 Land use Pattern

Area Value
(Cents) Rs

Ty pe

Arca under building

Arca cultivated

Tallow Jand

(Other than current fallows
Land for non agri

Purpose (specify)

Income/year
Rs

9 Cultivation details

Area/No Yield Value
of plants - ses
MP BP MP BP

Crops

Loconut
Paddy
Tapioca
Pepper
Rubber
Atrecanul
Pulses
Vegetables
Eanana
Others
(Speci1fy)

Expen—- Income

Profit/
Loss




10 Farm implements and machinery

Item Number

Country I lough
Spade

Pickaxe

Showel

Sickles
Mechanised FPloughs
Baskets

Sprayers

ladder

Tractors

Others (Specify)

11 Live stock status

Live Stock Number

Mi1lch cow

Work Cattle
Bufffalo

Goats

Paig

Foultry

Others (Specify)

12 Consumer durables

Jtems No

Value

Rs

Value

Year of

Purchase

Radaio

Fan

Bicycle

Table

Chairs

Cots

Iron

Others (Specify)

Income

Price

Income

Rs

Mainte
nance

(1f any)

Expeuse

Present

Remarks

value Rs



19 Permanent assets

Type No /Area Value Income Expense Net 1ncome or
Rs Rs Rs value (Rs )
Land
Houses
Shops
Gold

Others (Specify}

14 Detarls of Income

Sources of Income Total Income (Hs )

Agriculture
Wages

Live Stock

Hentsd

Pension

Others (Specify)

15 Household expenditure Pattern

(a) Food cexpenses (monthly average)

Item Source Qty Purch Hate/Kg Total expenses
ased (Kg ) Rs

Rice

Wheat
Coconut
Tapioca
Provisions
O1ls
Fruits
Vegetables
Fish

kerosene
Firewood

Source (1) Tair price shop (2) Open market
(3) Own f1eld (4) Consumer federation



{b) Other expenses

= e DO =

11
12

13
14
15

16
17

Ttems Consumed Rate/Un:t

Quantity

TeAshops
Lloths
llouse rent
Lighting
TFlectricity
Kerosene
Conventional necessities
Coffee
Tea
Betel chewing
Cigarctte Becdl
Tobacco
Snuff
Toddy Arrack
Ganbling
Medi1cal expenses
tovt Tosptital
Pvt Hosprtal
Fducation
a Books fees etc
b Private tution (1f any)
Religious/Social functions
Festivals
Marriages
Others
Taxes
Recreation
Cinema
Drama
Traveiling Expenses
News paper
Magazines etc
Service charges
(Washing servants)
Repairs Maintance etce
Luxuries
Ornament s
Motor vehicles
Tuel
Others (specify)

Total expenses

Permonth

Per Year



16 Details of Expenditure

Type Amount (Rs )

llousehold expenses

(a) Tood expenses

(b) Other expenses
Txpenses on agriculture
Expenses on livestock

Other expenses (Specify)

Total

17 Credit availed and 1ts utilisation

(a) Source Year of Pur pose Security Amount
horrowing (Rs )
and period

1 Tormal organi~ation

Banks

Co operat ves

Others Cnecify

2 Inform«! sources

Money lendcrs

Ir -=nds

Re atives

3 thers (Specify)



Interest Uti1li1sation Amount repail Source of
Fattern rcpayment

Whether repayment Amount Reasons Amount
1s prompt out for non overdue(Rs )
standing repayment
(1f any)

Remarks



b Petiodicity of obtaining loans Never/ Ocasslonal/ Regular/
only when needed

c Agcncy most prefferred for credit
Reasons I Tas ness to obtain loans
2 Lower 1interest rate
3 Better ro operation
4 Others (specify}
d Problems 1in obtaining lrans 1f any Yes/No
If Yes give reasons
a Proccdural regidities
b Bureaucratic setup
c Others (Specify)
e Use of availed credit
1 Used for the orginal purpose Yes/No
2 VUsed for olher purpose Yes/No

J Mis used Yes/No

If anawer 18 Yes for (2) & (3) gives reasons

18 Benefits from labour welfare schemes

Name ot Scheme Amount Purposc Utilisation
Pattern



Amount oulstanding
Its

19 Savings

No Type of Institution
savings

20 Socilal participatior

1  Arc you a memher of

Amount overdue
Rs

Period Amount

Remarks
Interest Total
value

Tanchavat /Lo operatives/Farmers forum/Ela Committee

b Do you attend the meetings and other programmes

Hegular/Occasional /Never

I'requency of participation 1n extension activities

Actaivity -

Meclings
Seminar
Exhibition
Demonstration
Field trips

Attendance

Ocassional



d Closeness to Agricultural support system

Personnel Most often often Sometimes Never
Agrl Assistant
Agrl uUfficers

Veterinary Sirgeon
Field Officers (bank)
Input dealers
Scientists (K A U)

21 TInformation source utilisation

a Source Regular Sometimes WNever Source of Utilisa

tion

Newspaper
Television

Radio

Farm Magazines
Other Magazines

22 Cosmpoliteness

a

Teriodici1ty of visit to the nearest town

Dai1ly/weekly/fortnightly/monthly

b Purpose fo visits

related to agriculture/domestic services/entertainment

234 Other relevent details

a

i
2
3

Health & Hygerine

Distance to PHL Near/less than one KM/More
Access to medical care Yes/No
Type of latrine - Own land/backwater/canals/ordinary/

with septic tanks
Source of drinking water ~ Well/P1pe/Ponds/Canals/

River



5 TIs the source own to you Yes/No

b Tf No tive details

7 Quality of water pure/impure/muddy

8§ Wasle lisposal
(a) Solid Thrown out/made 1nto compost/other methods
(b) Ligquid Thrown out/used for irrigation/directed to

canals ponds

b Leirsure

I Do you ge¢t cnough leasire time Yes/No

2 T1f emploved,how manv days 1n a week are
vou prepared to work ?

7 Details of leisure {1me activities

¢ Aspirations & values

a Level of education you would
Matric/Graduate/
like to give your children Professional

bh  GUecupation you prefer for
Agrl Labour/
vour children Govt job/
Business

24 Frade Union actaivities

a Are you member of any trade union Yes/No

b Name of the organisation



¢ T1f Yes give reasons
Benefi1cial to me
was forced t»> join
Benefi1ci1al to the community

No speci1fic reasons

d If No glve reasons
Ig1orance
Not 1nterested
Mot beneficial
A nirisance
Suls ription fees
Others
e Tor how manv years you have been a member of the

organisation

Which one ol you prefer Farm work/Non farmwork

Please give reasons

Any other detaills you would like to give

Suggestions (1f any)



ABSTRACT

The study Economic status of agricultural

labourers 1n Thiruvananthapuram district was carried out

with the following objectives

1 To understand the levels of employment under employment
and unemployment ot the agricultural labourers of

Thiruvananthapuram district

4 To study the wages rates and modes of payment of the

wages

3 To estimate the 1ncome levels of the ALHH

4 To assess the expenditure pattern of the ALHH

5 To estimate the extent of povertv 1f any

5] To estimate the levels of 1ndebtedness and savings

7 To assess the support through the various welfare

programmes for the selected households

8 To understand details such as social participation

cosmopoliteness =aspiration levels etc

9 To study the levels of political participation of the

ALHH



The study was conducted 1n the Neyyatinkara
subdivision of the district 1n 4 randomly =selected
Krishibhavans Sample s17ze of the study was 120 and equal
number of respondents were selected from each of the 4

Kri1shibhavans

Personal 1interviews were conducted to collect the
data from the respondents with the help of a pre tested and

well structured questionnaire

The variables used 1n the study 1ncluded basic
family particulars education level of the respondent level
of employment and detalls of wages land holding s1ze and
land holding pattern possession of farm 1mplements consumer
durables livestock status value of permanent assets
dependance on the PDS 1ncome and expenditure pattern of the
households benefits from welfare programmes 1indebtedness
and savings levels of the households social participation
and other relevant characteristics which are useful 1n

measuring the economic status of a household

For measuring the 1ariables suitable scales were

used which were used by <earlier researchers with



modifications wherever needed and 1n some cases suitable

scales and classes were formed

Data collected was coded tabulated and analysed
with suitable statistical tools Some of the 1mportant

findings of th s study are

1 Majority of the house holds were thatched ones and family

composition mainly nuclear

2 The average fam:ly si1ze was four and large proportion of

the labourers belonged to the age group 35 55

3 About 67 per cent of the labourers were moderately under

employed and 23 percent severly underemployed

4 Wage rates of both male and female labourers were above
the minimum wage rates fixed by the government and was

malnly paid i1n cash only

5 Disparity was seen 1n wages for male and fecmale
labourers the latter earning only about 70 per cent of
the former per day even though working hours were same

for both



10

11

12

13

Average annual 1ncome per household was about Rs 29887

and percapita 1ncome was about Rs 8078

Eighty nine percent of the ALHH depended wholly or

partially on the PDS to fulfill their food requirements

Cereals had the highest share 1n food expenses for
majority of households and food expenses formed the major

share 1n total expenses

Expenditure was significantly and directly related with

income

It was observed that 18 percent of the ALHH were below
and 21 percent marginally above the poverty line based on

consumption expenditure

Anti1-poverty programmes were yet to reach one third of
the population and even the benefited households got only

a meagre amount per household

Dependence for credit by the ALHH was equal on both
formal! and non formal agencies and 84 percent of them

had availed credat

Si1xty five percent of the households that avairled cred:it

had amounts overdue against them



14 Financi1al base of the households was unstable at all

levels of tncome

15 Family si1ze and number of days of employment was
inversely and significantly related to credit amount

overdue

1b About half of the total households had no savings and the

others mainly i1nvested i1n non formal agencies only

17 Socilal participation level was low for most of the ALHH

18 Most of the ALHH were highly exposed to mass media had
high levels of health and hygeine cosmopoliteness and

aspirations

19 Majority of the respondents were members of registered

political parties and had high political awareness

The results obtained from the study was similar to
those obtained 1n earlier studies with regard to most of the
variables The agricultural labourers were still poor and
down trodden and their upliftment needs greater attention
than that given now By proper policy modifications and
implementation 1t can be made sure that their upliftment 1s

not a herculian task



