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A g r i c u l t u r e  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  t h e  m a i n s t a y  o f  o u r  

economy even  a f t e r  47 y e a r s  o f  i nd ep e nd e nc e  Deve l opment  in  

I n d i a  i s  synonymous w i t h  r u r a l  d e ve lo pme nt  s i n c e  more than  

two t h i r d  o f  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  r e s i d e  in  the r u r a l  a r e a s  w i t h  

a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  t h e i r  ma in  o c c u p a t i o n  m or e  a c c u r a t e l y  a s  

t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  a l l i e d  a c t i v i t i e s  

c o n s t i t u t e  the  s i n g l e  l a r g e s t  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  the  GDP o f  I n d i a  

a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  a l m o s t  33 p e r  c ent  Out  o f  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  

2 9 c r o r e s  m  K e r a l a  ( c e n s u s  r e p o r t  1991)  2 1 c r o r e  p e o p l e

1 i v e  m  the  r u r a l  a r e a s  Of  the  t o t a l  l a b o u r  f o r c e  o f  the  

s t a t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  a l o n e  c o n s t i t u t e  a r o un d  25 66 

p e r c en t  Out o f  the  s t a t e  income o f  Rs 13531 c r o r e s  a t  

c u r r e n t  p r i c e s  the  s h a r e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  was Rs 4601 c r o r e s  

( 34  p e r  c e n t )  a n d  a l l i e d  s e c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  a n o t h e r  440  

c r o r e s  o f  r u p e e s  ( D e p t  o f  E c o n o m i c s  a n d  s t a t i s t i c s  

Government  o f  K e r a l a )  T h i s  r e v e a l s  t ha t  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  the  

main s t a y  or K e r a l a  s economy a l s o

Human l a b o u r  u s e  m  I n d i a n  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  l i k e l y  *o  

be  a t o p i c  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  some t ime  to come T h i s  i s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  so  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  d e c a d e s  s a w  l i t t l e

1 INTRODUCTION
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o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  However  the  r a t e  o f  g r o w t h  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r e  in  I n d i a  i s  a t  a s l o w  pace  o n l y  a b o u t  2 p e r  c en t  

pe r  annum The g r o w t h  r a t e  o f  employment  in  p r i m a r y  s e c t o r  

d u r i n g  1981 91 was 1 e a s t  in  K e r a l a  o n l y  1 28 p e r  c e n t  as  

a g a i n s t  an a l l  I n d i a  a v e r a g e  o l  2 pe r  c en t  <B h a t t a c h a r y a  

1993)  T i l l  t h e  e i g h t i e s  t he  g r o w t h  r a t e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  had  

l a g g e d  b e h i n d  to  t h a t  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  but  the  t r e n d  has  s l o w l y  

s t a r t e d  to r e v e r s e  in the  e i g h t i e s  Th e re  i s  no d o ub t  t h a t  

t he  o v e r a l l  e mp l oymen t  g r o w t h  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e p e n d  

c r u c i a l l y  o n  t h e  p r i m a r y  s e c t o r  i n  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r s  

D e m o g r a p h i c  p r e s s u r e  on l a n d  i s  d e e p e n i n g  A c c o r d ) n g  t o

S h e 1 1 a 1993 T h e r e  i s  j u s t  t oo  much 1 a b o u r  wa i  t i ng  t o  be  

s u p p l i e d  s h o u l d  a c h a n c e  a t  a f e w  e x t r a  d a y s  p a i d  w o r k  

a p p e a r  on t he  h o r i z o n  i n s i d e  o r  o u t s i d e  t he  f a rm ( S h e i l a  

1993)

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r e  in I n d i a  had a b r e a k  

t h r o u g h  d u r i n g  t he  l a t e  s i x t i e s  g e n e r a l l y  known a s  the  G re en  

r e v o l u t i o n  p e r i o d  Many a t t e m p t s  h a v e  s i n c e  b e e n  made  t o  

examine  i t s  i mpact  on the  n a t i o n  s economy I t  i s  s a i d  t ha t  

one o f  t he  i n d i r e c t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  g r e e n  r e v o l u t i o n  was i t s  

impact  b y  way o f  l a b o u r  a b s o r p t i o n  From a bo u t  20 m i l l i o n  

mandays o f  employment  g e n e r a t e d  in  mid s i x t i e s  i t  r o s e  to 850
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m i l l i o n  mandays in 1988-  89 due to the  v a r i o u s  deve l opment

progammes (Rao  1989)  But in a b i g  c ou nt ry  1 i ke  I n d i a

wi th  the  f a s t  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  the  b e n e f i t s  were  r e a ped  

o n l y  bv  a s m a l l e r  s e c t i o n  tha t  too  in a f ew p o ck e t s  The  

o t he r  a r e a s  s t i l l  had to depend on t r a d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  and  

methods the  r e s u l t  b e i n g  low p r o d u c t i v i t y  and p o v e r t y

One o f  the  ma jo r  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  p l a n n i n g  i n  I n d i a  

i s  t ha t  d e s p i t e  a  c o n s c i o u s  e f f o r t  made by the  p l a n n e r s  to

promote  l a b o u r  i n t e n s i v e  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  the g r o w t h

o f  employment has  c o n t i n u o u s l y  l a g g e d  b eh i nd  the  g r o w t h  o f  

l a b o u r  f o r c e  A s t u d y  c o n d u c t e d  by  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

E c o n o m i c s  a n d  s t a t i s t i c s  ( G o v e r n m e n t  o f  K e r a l a  1 9 8 9 )  

r e c o r d e d  t ha t  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  c o u l d  f i n d  employment  

o n l y  f o r  a bou t  188 days  pe r  y e a r  I t  i s  n o t a b l e  t h a t  a t  

p r e s e n t  t h i s  f i g u r e  might  s t i l l  be  l ower  T h i s  may be  one o f  

the  main  r e a s o n  f o r  t he  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  p o v e r t y  an d  p o o r  

q u a l i t j  l i f e  among the a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  and m a r g i n a l  

f a r me r s

L a b o u r  i s  o r e  o f  t h e  v i t a l  i n p u t s  i n  t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s  A g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s

b e i n g  the  c o r e  o f  the  weaker  s e c t i o n s  o f  the  s o c i e t y  d e s e r v e
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a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  i n  t he  p r e s e n t  da y  c o n t e x t  H o we ve r  

t he y  a r e  t he  most  e x p l o i t e d  and  o p p r e s s e d  c l a s s  i n  the  r u r a l  

h i e r a r c h y  The c a s e  may be  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  i n  a  s t a t e  

l i k e  K e r a l a  whe r e  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  not  

too  w o r s e  o f f  U p l i f t m e n t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  ha s  to  

be  one o f  t he  most  i m p o r t a n t  c o n c e r n s  o f  o u r  p l a n n e r s  and  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  As p e r  r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  85 p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  

w o r k i n g  p o p u 1 a t i on i n  K e r a l a  be  1ong to  the  u n o r g a n l s e d  and  

i n f o r m a l  s e c t o r  and  n e a r l y  50 l a k h  a mo n g  them a r e  w a g e  

1a b o u r e r s  w h l e h  i n c l u d e  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  a l s o  

( Go v e rnme nt  o f  K e r a l a  -  1991 )  Low e a r n i n g s  l n a d e q u a t e  and  

u n s t e a d y  employment  and l a c k  ot a ny  p r o t e c t i o n  a nd  w e l f a r e  

c o v e r  c h a r a c t e r i s e  t he  employment  m  t he  u n o r g a n i s e d  s e c t o r

The  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  was  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  a n a l y s e  t h e  

economic  s t a t u s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  1a b o u r e r s  m  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e  to  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t r i c t  Some o f  t he  a s p e c t s  

t he  s t u d y  w i 11 e n q u i r e  i n t o  i n c l u d e  the  e x t e n t  and  p a t t e r n  o f  

emp1oyment  w a g e s  income e x p e n d i t u r e  p a t t e r n  e x t e n t  o f  

p o v e r t y  i n d e b t e d n e s s  s o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b e n e f i t s  f rom  

t h e  l a b o u r  w e l f a r e  p r o g a m m e s  e t c  T h e  s t u d y  h a s  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  b r o a d  o b j e c t i v e s
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O b j e c t i v e s  o f  t he  s t ud y

1 To u n d e r s t a n d  the l e v e l s  o f  employment underemployment

a n d  u n e m p l o y m e n t  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  o f  

Th i r u van an t hap u r a m d i s t r i c t

2 To s tu d y  the  wage r a t e s  and modes o f  payment o f  wages  of  

the  l a b o u r e r s  in the s t ud y

3 To e s t i m a t e  the income l e v e l s  o f  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b ou r

hou seho I ds

4 To a s s e s s  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

1a bou r  h ou se h o I d s

5 To e s t i m a t e  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  p o v e r t y  i f  a n y  o f  t h e

s e l e c t e d  h ou s e h o ld s

b To e s t i m a t e  the  i n d e b t e d n e s s  and s a v i n g s  o f  the  sample

h o u s e h o 1ds

7 To a s s e s s  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h  t h e  v a r i o u s  w e l f a r e  

programmes f o r  the  s e l e c t e d  h ou s e h o l d s

8 To u n d e r s t a n d  o t h e r  d e t a i l s  such a s  s o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

cosmopo1l t e n e s s  h e a l t h  and h y g e i n e  and a s p i r a t i o n s  of  

the  1a bou r  h ou se ho I d s

9 To s t u d y  t he  l e v e l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o i r  h o u s e h o l d s
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Need  f o r  t h e  s t u d y

The a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  c o n s t i t u t e  t he  s i n g l e  

l a r g e s t  s e c t i o n  o f  the  t o t a l  work  f o r c e  b o t h  i n  the  c o u n t r y  

and in t he  s t a t e  Fo r  the  o v e r a l l  d e v e l o p m e n t  and  p r o g r e s s  

o f  t h e  n a t i o n  u p l i f t m e n t  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  i s  h i g h l y  

e s s e n t i a l  I t  i s  known t h a t  p l a n n i n g  ha s  b e e n  a l w a y s  done  

t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  a l s o  Ho we ve r  the  

r e s u l t s  a  1 ways  w e r e  not  a s  g ood  a s  e x p e c t e d  and t he  1 a b o u r  

f o r c e  s t i l l  h a s  a  l o n g  way to  go  f o r  a t t a i n i n g  p r o s p e r i t y

A r e s e a r c h  m v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  the  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  

t h a t  c o n s t l t u t e  t he  e c onomic  s t a t u s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  

w i l l  e n a b l e  t he  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  s u i t a b l e  m ea su r e s  t o  e n s u r e  

e f f e c t i v e  p l a n n i n g  and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  the  p o l i c i e s  T h i s  

s t u d y  a s s u me s  i m p o r t a n c e  m  the  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  a  r e s e a r c h  

a t t e m p t  t o  s t u d y  t h e  o v e r a l l  e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t r i c t  E a r l i e r  

s t u d i e s  ha ve  b e e n  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  more on p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t s  

l i k e  w a g es  e mp1oyment  e t c  o n l y

Scope  o f  t h e  s t u d y

The m l e r e n c e s  d e r i v e d  o u t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  c o u l d  be  

d e v e l o p e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p r o b l e m s  a n d  l a c u n a e  i n  t h e
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e x i s t i n g  p o l i c i e s  and programmes f o r  the w e l f a r e  o f  the  r u r a l  

poor  A l s o  i t  may h e l p  to u nd e r s t a n d  the c ha ng ing  p a t t e r n  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r e  which  has  l e ad  to a r e d u c t i o n  in the  e x t e n t  o f  

employment o f  the  l a b o u r e r s  in a g r i c u l t u r e  s e c t o r  A l s o  t h i s  

s t u d y  may h e l p  p l a n n e r s  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  i n  d e v i s i n g  

s u i t a b l e  s t r a t e g y  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  i mp l e me nta t i on  o f  p o l i c i e s  

and programmes in  f u t u r e

L i m i t a t  i on s  o f  the  s t ud y

L o n s t r a i n e d  by l i m i t e d  t ime and r e s o u r c e s  i t  was  

u na b l e  to o p e r a t e  t h i s  s t u d y  m  a l l  p a r t s  o f  the s t a t e  A l s o  

s i n c e  t h i s  f orms  o n l y  a p a r t  o f  the  M Sc (Ag  ) Programme  

the r e s p o n d en t s  were  s e l e c t  ed o n l y  f rom one d i s t r i c t  ( v i z  ) 

Th i r uvanant ha pur am These  l i m i t a t i o n s  might  have  na r r owed  

down the  s cope  o f  g e n e r a l i s a t i o n  o f  the r e s u l t s  A l s o  s i n e e  

t h e  s t u d y  w a s  b a s e d  on t h e  e x p r e s s e d  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  i t  maynot be f r e e  f rom pe r s o n a  1 b i a s e s  v a r y i n g  

r a p a c i t i e s  o f  memory r e t e n t i o n  and p r e j u d i c e s  I n s p i t e  ol  

t he se  l i m i t a t i o n s  much c a r e  has  been  taken to make the s t ud y  

as  o b j e c t i v e  a s  p o s s i b l e
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T h e o r e t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  h e l p s  i n  c l e a r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i mp o r ta nt  c o n c e p t s  b e i n g  put  unde r  s t u d y  

w i t h  t h e o r e t i c a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  and e x p l a n a t i o n s  T h i s  c h a p t e r  

has  the  o b j e c t i v e  o f  f u r n i s h i n g  a p r o p e r  o r i e n t a t i o n  to the  

s t u d y  by  a s s o c i a t i n g  a v a 1 1a b 1e r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  w i t h  the  

p r o p o s e d  r e s e a r c h  s t u d y  The  r e v i e w  o f  p r e v i o u s  w o r k s  

a t t e m p t e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  may h e l p  i n  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  

h y p o t h e s e s  s u g g e s t i n g  methods  o f  r e s e a r c h  ana may a l s o  be  

u s e f u l  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  I t  a l s o  

p r o v i d e s  a b a s e  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  one s r e s e a r c h  by c omp a r i ng  i t  

w i t h  r e l a t e d  e f f o r t s  o f  o t h e r s

H e r e  a n  a t t e m p t  i s  made  t o  r e v i e w  p e r t i n e n t

l i t e r a t u r e  and to  c o v e r  e f f o r t s  made by o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s  in
*

t h e  r e l a t e d  f i e l d s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  The  r e v i e w  ot  p a s t  

s t u d i e s  has  b ee n  p r e s e n t e d  u nd e r  the  f o l l o w i n g  sub  t i t l e s

°  1 A g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r

2 2 A g r  l c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  h ou se  h o l d

2 3 L a b o u r  f o r c e  and L ab o u r  p r o d u c t i v i t y

2 4 Employment

2 5 Wages

2 6 I nc on e

2 THEORETICAL ORIFNTATION
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2 7 L e v e l s  o f  l i v i n g  

2 8 P u b l i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  sys t em  

2 9 Co ns ump t i o n  e x p e n d i t u r e  

2 10 Me asu re ment  o f  p o v e r t y  

2 11 I n d e b t e d n e s s

2 12 S a v i n g s

2 13 W e l f a r e  schemes

2 14 S o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

2 15 P o l l t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

2 1 A g n c u l  t u r a l  l a b o u r e r

A g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r  ha s  b e en  d e f i n e d  by v a r i o u s  

e x p e r t s  and . commi t t ee s  a p p o i n t e d  by  the  g ove rnme nt  f r om t ime  

t o  t ime

D e s a i  a n d  S h a h  ( 1 9 5 1 )  i n  t h e i r  s t u d y  on  t h e  

p r o b l e m s  o f  f a r m  l a b o u r  m  G u j a r a t  d e f i n e d  t h e  t e r m  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  1a b o u r e r s  a s  a l l  t h o s e  who dep en d  m a i n l y  on t arm 

wag es  f o r  t h e i r  m a i n t e n a n c e  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  o f  

income

G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  ( 1 9 5 5 )  d e f i n e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

1a b o u r e r  a s  a  p e r s o n  who r e p o r t s  t h a t  he o r  she  was e n g a g e d  

in a g r l c u 1t u r a 1 o p e r a 1 1 ons  a s  h l r e d  1a b o u r e r  f o r  wa g e s  f o r  50 

p e r  c e n t  o r  more o f  t he  t o t a l  number  o f  d a y s  wor ked  by  him o r  

h e r  d u r i n g  t he  p r e v i o u s  y e a r
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Government  o f  K e r a l a  ( 1976 )  d e f i n e d  a g r i c u 1t u r a 1 

l a b o u r e r  a s  a p e r s o n  who in  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  w a g e s  

p a y a b l e  to him by a land owner  works  on or  does  any o t h e r  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n  in r e l a t i o n  to the a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  

o f  s u c h  o w n e r

C e n s u s  o f  I n d i a  ( 1 9 6 1 )  d e f i n e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

1a b o u r e r  a s  a p e r s o n  who worked in a n o t he r  pe r son  s 1 and f o r  

wages  in cash  k i nd  or  s h a r e  o f  c r op  Such a pe r son  has no 

r i s k  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  bu t  m e r e l y  w o r k e d  in  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  s 

l and  f o r  wages  An a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r  had no r i g h t  ot 

l e a s e  o r  c o n t r a c t  on  t h e  l a n d  on w h i c h  he  w o r k e d  

Padmanabhan ( 1 9 6 1 )  d e f i n e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r  as  a pe r son  

d o i n g  any  k i n d  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  a f a r m e r  i n  

r e c e i p t  ot wages  in the form o f  e i t h e r  cash  o r  k ind  or  bo t h

For  the p r e s e n t  s t ud y  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r  has  

been d e f i n e d  a s  any p e r so n  above  the age  o f  18 who r e p o r t s  

t h a t  he  o r  s i e  w a s  e n g a g e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  

a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  h i r e d  l a b o u r  f o r  wages  in cash  or  k ind f o r  

50 pe r  cent  o r  more o f  the  t o t a l  number o f  days  worked by 

him/her  d u r i n g  the  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r
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2 2 A g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  h o u s e h o l d  ( A I H H )

G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  ( 1 9 5 5 )  i n  t h e  f i r s t

A g r i c u l t u r a l  L a b o u r  E n q u i r y  R e p o r t  d e f i n e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

l a b o u r  f a m i l y  a s  a  f a m i l y  m  wh i c h  e i t h e r  t he  head  o f  t he

f a m i l y  o r  f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o r  mo r e  o f  t h e  e a r n e r s  r e p o r t

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  a s  t h e i r  main o c c u p a t i o n

S u p e  a n d  S i n g h  ( 1 9 6 8 )  i n  t h e i r  s t u d y  m e a s u r e d  

f a m i l y  s i z e  a s  l a r g e  ( f a m i l y  h a v i n g  more t ha n  5 members )  and  

sma 1 1 ( f ami  1y h a v i n g  l e s s  than 5 me mbe r s )

B a r d h a n  s ( 1 9 8 4 )  a n a  l y s i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  d a t a  on  

R u r a l  L a b o u r  E n q u i r e s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  b e t w e e n  1964 & 1974

an nu a l  wag e  income p e r  ALHH d e c l i n e d  i n  a l l  t he  s t a t e s  e x c e p t  

i n  UP F o r  r u r a l  I n d i a  a s  a  w ho l e  i t  d e c l i n e d  by  16 p e r  c e n t  

d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  P r o p o r t i o n  o f  ALHH b e l o w  t h e  p o v e r t y  

l i n e  f o r  r u r a l  I n d i a  a s  a w ho l e  i n c r e a s e d  f r om 52 to  56 p e r  

c e n t

S a n k a r  ( 1 9 8 5 )  d e f i n e d  an ALHH a s  one  i n  w h i c h  50 

p e r  c e n t  o r  more o f  t he  e a r n e r s  r e p o r t  a g r l e u  1t u r a l  1a b o u r  a s  

t h e i r  m a i n  o c c u p a t i o n  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  i s  d e l i n e d  a s  t h e  

o c c u p a t i o n  in w h i c h  he o r  she  was e n g a g e d  f o r  50 p e r  c e n t  o r
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more o f  the  t o t a l  number  o f  d a y s  wo r ke d  by  him o r  h e r  d u r i n g  

the  p a s t  12 months

K u r i e n  ( 1 9 8 7 )  on an a s s e s s m e n t  made on a g r i c u l t u r a l  

1a b o u r e r s  m a r g i n a l  and s m a l 1 f a r m e r s  cone  1uded  t h a t  a t  1e a s t  

50 p e r  c e n t  ot  t h e  number  o f  t h e  w o r k  f o r c e  a n d  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s  and  t h u s  o f  t he  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  must be  c o n s i d e r e d  

to  be  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  wh e r e  t he  l e v e l  o f  l i v i n g  can  o n l y  be  

a b y s m a l l y  l o w  a n d  t h e  mode o f  l i v i n g  h i g h l y  i n s e c u r e  a n d  

p r e c a r l o u s

Dev ( 1 9 8 8 )  o p i n e d  t h a t  i n  the  c a s e  o f  K e r a 1 a  t h e r e  

i s  a b i g  g a p  b e t w e e n  income a c t u a l l y  e a r n e d  by  t he  l a b o u r  

h o u s e h o l d s  and t he  p o t e n t i a l  income s i n c e  umemployed d a y s  

a r e  the  h i g h e s t  i n  t he  s t a t e  compared  t o  the  r e s t  o f  the  

s t a t e s  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  p o v e r t y  a m o n g  l a n d l e s s  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  h o u s e h o l d s  in K e r a l a  ma n l y  a r i s e s  due  to  

h i g h  r a t e  o f  unemp loyment  d a y s  r a t h e r  than  1ow wa ges

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  art ALHH h a s  b e e n  d e f  i ned  a s  a 

h o u s e  h o l d  t o  w h i c h  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  b e l o n g e d  a n d  t h e  m a i n  

s o u r c e  o f  i t s  i n c o m e  w a s  f r o m  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  

a g r l c u 1t u r e



2 3 I a b o u r  f o r c e  and I a b o u r  p r od uc t  1 v i t y

Pandey ( 1 95 7 )  d e f i n e d  l a b o u r  f o r c e  a s  the number o f  

men a v a l i a b l e  f o r  g a i n f u l  work on the  p r e c e d i n g  day

S h a n m u g a  s u n d a r a m  ( 1 9 8 0 )  d e f i n e d  l a b o u r  

p r o d u c t i v i t y  a s  t he  o u t p u t  p e r  man d a y  o f  l a b o u r  i n p u t  

L a b o u r  p r o d u c t i v i t y  d e p e n d s  on t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l a b o u r  t h e  

a v a i l a b l e  l and a r e a  and o t h e r  d i r e c t  i nput s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

1abour

F r a n k l i n  ( 1 9 8 1 )  i n  h i s  s t u d y  on  c o n c e p t s  o f  

unemployment methods o f  me as u r lng  unemp1oyment in an under  

d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r y  d e l i n e d  l a b o u r  f o r c e  as  a l l  p e r sons  bo t h  

male and feraa1e in the age  g ro up  be tween  15 and 59 who may be  

r e g a r d e d  as  e l i g i b l e  f o r  emp1oyment S tu de nt s  d i s a b l e d  and  

m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d  may be e x c l u de d  f rom the l a b o u r  f o r c e

Sankar  ( 19 8 5 )  d e f i n e d  l a b o u r  f o r c e  as  a l l  p e r s o n s  

b o t h  m a l e  and f e m a l e  b e l o n g i n g  to  t h e  a g e  g r o u p  15 59 

e x c l u d i n g  s t u d e n t s  d i s a b l e d  and m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d  p e r s on s

De v  ( 1 9 8 6 )  o p i n e d  t h a t  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  l a b o u r  

p r o d u c t i v i t y  and i t s  r e l a t i o n  to  r u r a l  p o v e r t y  n e e d s  no



s p e c i a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  I t  i s  by now g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i s e d

t ha t  r u r a l  h o u s e h o l d s  w i t h  a c c e s s  to l i t t l e  o r  no land or  non 

l a n d  a s s e t s  a n d  d e p e n d e n t  p r i m a r i l y  on  u n c e r t a i n  a n d  

f l u c t u a t i n g  wage employment form the s i n g l e  l a r g e s t  segment  

o f  the r u r a l  po o r  I t  the p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  t he se  wor ke r s  a r e  

h i g h  r u r a l  p o v e r t y  may be low

In  the  p r e s e n t  s t ud y  l a b o u r  f o r c e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  to  

be c o n s t i t u t e d  by a l l  p e r s on s  above  the  age  o f  18 y e a r s  and  

who a r e  enga ge d  in l a b o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  to a g r i c u l t u r e  

S t u d e n t s  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s  b e l o w  t h e  a g e  o f  18 and  t h e  

m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s  form the dependant  g ro up

2 4 Employment

E m p l o y m e n t  d e n o t e s  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  j o b  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to the w o r k i ng  c l a s s

P a n d e y  ( 1 9 5 7 )  i n  h i s  s t u d y  on  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  in U t t a r  P r a d e s h  d e f i n e d  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  

o f  employment d s  f o l l o w s

1 T u 11 employment  A man i s  c o n s i d e r e d  f u l l y  emp1oyed l f  

the  t o t a l  h ou r s  worked by him a r e  not l e s s  than the  t o t a l
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hou r s  he was a v a i l a b l e  f o r  g a i n f u l  work d u r i n g  the  r e f e r e n c e  

p e r l o d  I t  means t ha t  i f  a 1a b o u r  was w i t h  j o b  but  not  a t  

work due  to  p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s  l i k e  s i c k n e s s  and hence  was not  

a v a 1 1a b l e  f o r  work he wouId be  c o n s i d e r e d  f u l l y  empIoyed

2 Unemployment  I f  the  number o f  h ou r s  worked by a member 

o f  the  1a b o u r  f o r c e  was z e r o  d u r i n g  the  r e f e r e n c e  p e r l o d  

a 1 though he was a v a i 1a b l e  f o r  g a i n f u l  work he was c o n s i d e r e d  

unemployed

3 U n d e r  e m p l o y m e n t  I f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t o t a l  h o u r s

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  g a i n f u l  work d u r i n g  the  r e f e r e n c e  p e r i o d  was

g r e a t e r  than the  number o f  t o t a l  h ou r s  worked  by a member o f  

the  l a b o u r  f o r c e  he vsas c o n s i d e r e d  u nde r  employed

Goswami  and B o r a  ( 1 97 0 )  i n  t h e i r  s t u d y  on t h e

demand f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  A s s a m  

d e f i n e d  f u l l  employment  as  300 d a y s  o f  8 hour  man da ys  T h i s  

was a r r i v e d  a t  on the  a s s u m p t i o n  t ha t  one  wo r ke r  w i l l  g e t  

one h o l i d a y  f o r  e ach  week ( 52  d a y s )  and 13 days  f o r  s i c k r e s s  

and o t h e r  wor ks

J o s e  ( 1 9 7 8 )  in  h i s  s t u d y  on A g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r

f o r c e  i n  K e r a l a  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  f i g u r e s  f o r



16

K e r a l a  was  l o w e s t  among I n d i a n  s t a t e s  P a m c k e r  ( 1 9 7 8 )  f o u nd  

t h a t  open  unemp loyment  r a t e  wo r ks  o u t  to  33 p e r  c en t  o f  the  

l a b o u r  f o r c e  I n c i d e n c e  o f  u n d e r n u t r l t i o n  and m a l n u t r i t i o n  

i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t he  v e r y  1ow 1 e ve  1 o f  income wh i c h  i n t u r n  

i s  duo to  i n a d e q u a t e  emplovment  o p p o r t u n i t i e s

P u h a z h e n d i  ( 1 9 8 0 )  in  h i s  s t u d y  on N i l g i r i s  d i s t r i c t  

o f  Tami l  Nadu o b s e r v e d  t h a t  on an  a v e r a g e  ma l e  l a b o u r  c o u l d  

f i n d  employment  f o r  223 50 mandays  in a  y e a r  I n  the  s t u d y  

a r e a  no one  was  f u l l y  emp l oy e d  and 75 p e r  c e n t  o f  them we re  

m o d e r a t e l y  u n d e r e m p l o y e d  a n d  r e m a i n i n g  25 p e r  c e n t  w e r e  

s e v e r e l y  u n d e r  e mp l oy e d

D u t t  ( 1 9 8 1 )  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  p a u c i t y  o f  n o n -  

a g r i c u 1t u r a 1 o c c u p a t i o n s  i n  v i l l a g e  a r e a s  was one o f  t he  most  

i m p o r t a n t  r e a s o n s  f o r  1 ow wa g es  and p o o r  e conomic  c o n d i t i o n s  

o f  t h e  f a r m  l a b o u r e r s  F r a n k l i n  ( 1 9 8 1 )  o p i n e d  t h a t  i f  a 

p e r s o n  i s  e m p l o y e d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  9 m o n t h s  d u r i n g  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g  y e a r  he  o r  she  may be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  f u l l y  emp1oyed  

A p e r s o n  who r e m a i n s  une mp l oy ed  ( l e  ) w i t h o u t  any  p r o d u c t i v e  

work  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  may be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  unemp1oyed  

and  the  r e m a i n i n g  a l l  t h o s e  who ha ve  b e en  employed  f r o m  one  

to  n i n e  months  may b e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  s e a s o n a l l y  unemployed
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Kumar e_t aj_ ( 1 9 8 1 )  f o u n d  t h a t  w a g e s  p r o d u c t  p r i c e  a n d  

i r r i g a t i o n  a r e  the  dominant  d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  employment

Sanka r  ( 1 9 8 5 )  d e f i n e d  employment  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  

L a b o u r e r  a s  wage  p a i d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e m p l o y m e n t  p l u s  non  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  emp l oyme nt  l i k e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k  d i g g i n g  

w e l l s  f e n c i n g  t h a t c h i n g  ho u s e s  e t c

T h a m a r a j a k s h i  ( 1 9 8 9 )  in  a s t u d y  on a g r i c u l t u r a l  

g r o w t h  r u r a l  d ev e l o pme nt  and employment  g e n e r a t i o n  o b s e r v e d  

t h a t  t h e r e  ha s  b e e n  an i n c r e a s i n g  c a s u a  I l s a  1 1 on o f  r u r a l  

l a b o u r  and  a l a r g e  number  o f  m a r g i n a l  h o l d e r s  h a d  b e c o m e  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  and p r i m a r i l y  de pe nd a nt  on wage l a b o u r  The

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  c a s u a l  wage 1a b o u r  in t he  r u r a l  work f o r c e  has  

i n c r e a s e d  f rom 22 to  29 p e r  c en t  f rom 197J to 1983 F i f t y

f i v e  pe r  cent  o f  w o r k e r s  b e l o n g e d  to  f a m i l i e s  b e l o w  p o v e r t y

l i n e ,  20 pe r  c e n t  o f  w o r k e r s  were  r e a d y  f o r  add 1 1 l o n a 1 work

B a n e r j e e  ( 1 9 9 3 )  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a 

p e r c e p t i b l e  d e c l i n e  in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o u t p u t  and employment  

d u r i n g  the po s t  g r e e n  r e v o l u t i o n  p e r i o d  R ur a l  employment  in  

g e n e r a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  employment  in p a r t i c u l a r  showed a 

d ownwa r d  t r e n d  and  t h i s  ha s  s l o w e d  down  t o t a l  e m p l o y m e n t
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g r o w t h  a l t h o u g h  u r b a n  e m p l o y m e n t  r e g i s t e r e d  some  

improvement The c o n d i t i o n  o f  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a bour  i s

l i k e l >  to  w or s e n  in a t r u n c a t e d  r e f o r m  w h i c h  e l u d e s  l a n d  

r e form and the b a s i c  s t r u c t u r e  ot p r o d u c t i o n  r e l a t i o n s  in 

the a g r a r i a n  s e c t o r  and which emphas i ses  on a g ro  i n d u s t r i e s  

a nd  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  d f v e l o p m e n t  by  p r i v a t e  i n v e s t m e n t  

depend ing  on p r o f i t a b i l i t y  and market  c o n d i t i o n s

In t h i s  s tudy  the concept  o f  employment has been  

kept  as  worK done f o r  wages as h i r e d  l a bo u r  o r  f o r  s e l f  in a 

day f o r  not  l e s s  than 6 hours  The type o f  work i nc l ud e  

o r d i n a r y  l a bou r  o p e r a t i o n s  in c u l t i v a t e d  l ands  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

d i g g i n g  w e l l s  t ha t c h i n g  s k i l l e d  work and o t h e r  house ho l d  

works

2 5 Wages

Wages  a r e  the  r e t u r n s  the  w o r k e r s  g e t  f o r  t h e i r

1abour

M i s r a  and Uu p t a  ( 1 9 7 4 )  o p i n e d  t h a t  a p a r t  f r om  

p r o d u c t i v i t y  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s  s u c h  as  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l and h o l d i n g s  i r r i g a t e d  a r e a  a v a i l a b i l i t y  

of  pumpsets t r a c t o r  use  and a v a l l a b i 1l t y  of  a g r l c u l t u r a l  

1abour  p 1 a y i ng  an impor tant  r o l e  in wage d e t e r m i n a t i o n
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Pandey ( 1 9 7 6 )  a t t r i b u t e d  the s u b s t a n t i a l  wage h ik e s  

o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  i n  K e r a l a  n o t  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  deve l opment  or  to the s i z e  o f  i t s  a g r i c u l t u r e  

s e c t o r  A c c o r d i n g  to him e f f e c t i v e  u n i o n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  and pro  l a b o u r  a t t i t u d e  o f  s u c c e s s i v e  

s t a t e  gove rnment s  have  improved the b a r g a i n i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  

the wo r ke r s  wh ich  e n a b l e  them to g e t  maximum a d v a n t a g e s

P a r t h a s a r a t h y  ( 1983 )  m  h i s  s t ud y  f ound tha t  the  

wage  r a t e s  had  i n c r e a s e d  much f a s t e r  t h a n  f a r m  p r i c e s  i n  

K e r a l a  f o r  r i c e  c u l t i v a t i o n  He c on c lu de d  tha t  t h i s  might  

have a c co un te d  f o r  s t a g n a t i o n  o f  paddy p r od uc t  i on  in K e r a l a  

R a j a g o p a l a n  ( 1 9 8 3 )  o b s e r v e d  in h i s  s t ud y  on d e c e l e r a t i o n  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  g r o w t h  i n  Tami l  Nadu tha t  r e a l  wages  tended to  

be s t a g n a n t  even though an i nc r emen t a l  30 pe r  cent  o f  

l a bou r  c o u 1d h a n d l e  an i nc r ement a l  ou tput  o f  40 per  cent  

I n c r e a s i n g  l a b o u r  p r o d u c t i v i t y  c ou l d  have  been r ewa r ded  w i t h  

b e t t e r  wage income than what has  been  p a i d  a c t u a l l y

Sanka r  ( 1 9 8 5 )  d e f i n e d  wages  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b ou r  

a s  wa g es  and  e a r n i n g s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e m p l o y m e n t  b o t h  i n  

cash  and k ind
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A c c o r d i n g  t o  B a b y  ( 1 9 8 6 )  e x i s t i n g  s t u d i e s  on  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  w ag es  i n  I n d i a  c o u l d  b e  f a u l t e d  on 3 c ou nt s  

u n c r i t i c a l  u s e  o f  wage  d a t a  f r om v a r y i n g  s o u r c e s  e n d p o i n t  

c o m p a r i s o n  and u s e  o f  an a p p r o p r i a t e  d e f 1 a t o r

He has  c ompar ed  t h e  movements n f  wages  and c e r e a l

p r i c e s  and has  f o und  t h a t  t h e  movement o f  r e t a i l  p r i c e s  when

s u p e r  i mposed on t he  movement o f  money wa ges  showed a  t r e n d

rc
s y n c h r o n i s a t i o n  I t  i s  s e e n  t h a t  o v e r  t he  p e r i o d  1960 1980 

w h ene ve r  t h e r e  was  an i n c r e a s e  i n  r e t a i l  p r i c e  o f  r i c e  i t  was  

f o l l o w e d  b y  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  mone y  w a g e  r a t e  b u t  t h e  

r i s i n g  t r e n d  i n  money  d o e s n  t s t o p  w i t h  t h e  p r i c e s  b u t  

c o n t i n u e s  we 11 i n t o  t he  i n i t i a l  y e a r s  o f  t he  down s w i n g  o f  

p r i c e s  a l s o  C e r t a i n  y e a r  t o  y e a r  i n c r e a s e s  in  the  money 

w ag es  in  f ew  c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s  i s  f o l l o w e d  by  s t a g n a n c v  o r  

d e c l i n e  in  t he  su e  c e d i n g  y e a r s  and the  eye  1e i s  r e p e a t e d

S r i d h a r  ( 1 9 8 7 )  f o u n d  t h a t  mo ne y  w a g e s  t e n d e d  t o  

move a l o n g  w i t h  p r i c e s  b o t h  in p e r i o d s  o f  f a l l i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  

r i s i n g  p r i c e s  A l s o  c e r e a l  p r i c e s  pi  a y  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  

r o l e  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t he  l e v e l  o f  moqey w a g es  and t h e r e f o r e  

t he  l e v e l  o f  r e a l  wa ge s
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A c ha ry a  ( 1 9 8 9 )  o b s e r v e d  t ha t  t h e r e  i s  a w i de  and  

p e r s i s t e n t  v a r i a t i o n  in  the  wages  a c r o s s  r e g i o n s  somet imes  

w i t h i n  the  s t a t e  Wages  a r e  s e n s i t i v e  to g e n e r a l  u p s w i ng s  

and downswings  in  the  economy such  a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  

and i n f l a t i o n

P ur anehand  e_t aj_ ( 1 9 9 3 )  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  be twe en  1980 

and 1992 b o t h  money and r e a l  wages  have  i n c r e a s e d  in  a l l  the  

s t a t e s  w i t h  the  h l g h e s t  wages  in P u n j a b  in  the  c o u n t r y  The  

r i s e  in  nomina l  and r e a l  wage r a t e s  p e r  annum was the  h i g h e s t  

i n  K e r a l a  (Rs  1 40 and 0 19 ps  r e s p e c t i v e l y )  among a l l  t he  

s t a t e s  in  the  c o u n t r y

Kaur  and Goya l  ( 1 9 9 3 )  in  t h e i r  s t u d y  have  i n d i c a t e d  

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in the  wages  o f  f e m a l e s  and ma l e s  f o r  

the o p e r a t i o n s  in wh i ch  b o t h  we r e  emp l oyed  Even f o r  the  

o p e r a t i o n s  w h i c h  w e r e  f e m a l e  l a b o u r  i n t e n s i v e  a n d  w e r e  

c o n s i d e r e d  to be b e t t e r  p e r f o r m e d  by  them such  a s  w e e d i n g  

t h e i r  wages  we re  o n l y  h a l f  the  wages  o f  ma l e s

I n  t he  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  wages  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  the  

r e t u r n s  the  l a b o u r e r s  g e t  e i t h e r  in c a s h  o r  i n  k i n d  f o r  the  

work they  have  done a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s
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2 6 I ncome

N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  A p p l i e d  E c o n o m i c  R e s e a r c h

( 1 9 6 1 )  d e f i n e d  income o f  a  h o u s e  h o l d  a s  t he  e a r n i n g s  b o t h  in  

c a s h  and k i n d  t h a t  ha s  a c c r u e d  t o  and r e a 1 l s e d  by  the  members  

o f  the  h o u s e  ho 1ds  d u r i n g  the  r e f e r e n c e  p e r i o d

D a n t w a l a  ( 1 9 7 5 )  i n  a  s t u d y  o n  p o v e r t y  a n d

u n e m p l o j m e n t  i n  12 v i l l a g e s  o b s e r v e d  t h a  t e s t i m a t i o n  o f  

i ncome e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t he  p o o r  h ou se  h o l d s  i s  a  t r i c k y  p r ob l e m  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  ma ny  o f  t h e s e

h o u s e h o l d s  r e s o r t  t o  m u l t i p l e  o c c u p a t i o n s  T h e  r e p o r t e d  

d u r a t i o n  o f  t he  emp 1 oyment  i n  e a ch  o f  them and the  income  

d e r i v e d  t h e r e f r o m  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  a  w i d e  m a r g i n  o f  e r r o r

L e k s h m i n a r a y a n  ( 1 9 7 7 )  o p i n e d  t h a t  a c a t e g o r y  c a l l e d  

p u r e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  1a b o u r e r s  a r e  f a s t  d i s a p p e a r l n g  a s  income

f r o m  a g r l c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  i s  o n l y  a  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

income o f  l a b o u r  h o u s e  h o l d s  I n  v i e w  o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n s  

b a s e d  m e r e l y  on wage  r a t e s  o f  ALHH a r e  not  w o r t h  w h i l e

R a j  e n d r a n  ( 1 ) U 1 )  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  lncome f rom c r o p s  

f o r med  the  m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  i ncome o f  t he  f a rm hou se  h o l d s  and



i t  f o r m e d  a b o u t  82 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  g r o s s  i n c o m e  o f  f a r m  

f ami  1 l e s

S a n k a r  ( 1 9 8 5 )  d e f i n e d  i n c o m e  o f  t h e  ALHH a s  t h e  

t o t a l  i nc ome  c o m p r i s i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w a g e  i n c o m e  s e l f  

employment  income s a l a r i e s  r e m i t t a n c e s  g r a n t s  e t c  i f  any

N a r a y a n a  ( 1 9 9 0 )  i n  h i s  s t u d y  on r u r a l  p o v e r t y  f o u nd  

t h a t  60 p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  b o t to m p o p u l a t i o n  i n  r u r a l  I n d i a  i s  

who 11y o r  p a r t l y  d e p e n d a n t  on wage  incomes

S i n g h  a nd  H a z e l l  ( 1 9 9 3 )  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  p e r  c a p i t a  

income i s  a  u s e f u l  me a s u r e  o f  p o v e r t y  b e c a u s e  i t  s u m m a r i s e s  a 

h o u s e h o I d  s a b i l i t y  t o  a c q u i r e  a l l  i t s  b a s i c  n e e d s

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  i n c o m e  o f  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

1a b o u r  h o u s e h o I d  ha s  b e e n  d e f i n e d  a s  t he  t o t a l  e a r n i n g s  and  

r e c e i p t s  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  f o r  t h e  p a s t  o n e  y e a r  f r o m  

a g r i c u l t u r e  w ag es  1 l v e s t o c k  pens  i o n s  s a l a r i e s  g r a n t s  and  

o t h e r  s o c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s

2 7 L e v e l s  o f  l i v i n g

A c c o r d i n g  to  Sharma and  Guha ( 1 9 6 6 )  the  term l e v e l  

o f  l i v i n g  i s  emp l o y e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  a c t u a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  l i f e
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and  w o r k  I t  means  t h e  p l a n e  o f  l i v i n g  o r  c o n t e n t  o f  l i v i n g  

w h i c h  w o u I d  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t  i o n  t h e  compos  1 t e  g o o d s  a n d  

s e r v i c e s  a c t u a l l y  c on su me d  w h i c h  may o r  maynot  b e  i d e n t 1 c a 1 

w i t h  w ha t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  f a m i l y  r e g a r d s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  o r  

d e s l r a b 1e

S a n k a r  ( 1 9 8 5 )  o p i n e d  t h a t  l e v e l  o f  l i v i n g  t a k e s  

i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  c o m p o s i t e  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a c t u a l l y  

c on su me d  b y  t h e  f a m i l y  w h i c h  may o r  maynot  b e  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  

w h a t  t h e y  r e g a r d  a s  n e c e s s a r y  o r  d e s i r a b l e

A c h a r y a  ( 1 9 9 2 )  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  r i s e  i n  w a g e s  i s  

d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  e m p l o y m e n t  b u t  a  f r e e z e  i n  w a g e s  c a n  s e r i o u s l y  

a f f e c t  l e v e l s  o f  l i v i n g  o f  h i r e d  l a b o u r e r s  who  f o r m  t h e  

p o o r e s t  s e c t i o n  i n  r u r a l  I n d l a

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  l e v e l s  o f  l i v i n g  i s  

c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  a s  t h e  r e a l  l i f e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  

h o u s e h o l d s  a n d  a s  t o  how mu ch  t h e y  s p e n t  o n  g o o d s  a n d  

s e r v i c e s

2 8 P u b l i c  D i s t r i b u t i o n  S y s t e m  ( P D S )

T y a g i  ( 1 9 9 0 )  c r i t i c i s e d  t h e  PDS i n  t h a t  p e r  c a p i t a  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f o o d  g r a i n s  m  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s  had  n o t  b e e n
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c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  b e l o w  t h e  

p o v e r t y  l i n e  in  t h e s e  s t a t e s

Dev  and  S u r y a n a r a y a n a  ( 1 9 9 1 )  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  a t  the  

a l l  I n d i a  l e v e l  t h e  d e p e n d e n c e  o f  the  p o o r  on t he  PDS in  

r u r a l  a r e a s  f o r  r i c e  wheat  e d i b l e  o i l s  e t c  i s  l e s s  than  16 

p e r  c e nt  I t  means t h a t  t he  d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t he  r u r a l  p o o r  on  

t he  open  marke t  i s  much h i g h e r  t ha n  on t h e  PDS f o r  most o f  

t h e  c o m m o d i t i e s  d i s t r i b u t e d  u n d e r  t h e  PDS M o r e  o r  l e s s  

p e o p l e  o f  a l l  i nc ome  g r o u p s  d e p e n d  u n i f o r m l y  t o  t h e  s ame

e x t e n t  on t he  PDS w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a l l  c o m m o d i t i e s  i n  r u r a l

a r e a s  e v e n  t ho u g h  t h e r e  a r e  s l i g h t  v a r i a t i o n s

PDS i s  r u r a l  b i a s e d  a t  t he  a l l  I n d i a  l e v e l  f o r

r i c e  c o a r s e  c e r e a l s  s u g a r  a n d  c l o t h  T h e s e  i t e m s  

c o n s t i t u t e  60 p e r c e n t  o f  t o t a l  PDS p u r c h a s e s  H e n c e  i t  

a p p e a r s  t ha  PDS i s  n o t  u r b a n  b l a s e d  b u t  p r o  r u r a l  However  

the  f i n d i n g s  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  v a r y  I n  s t a t e s  l i k e  V e s t  

Be n g a l  PDS i s  s t i l l  u r b a n  b i a s e d

F r a n k e  ( 1 4 9 3 )  in  h i s  s t u d y  i n  K e r a l a  f ou nd  t h a t  the  

r a t i o n  s ho p s  p r o v i d e  a s  i m p o r t a n t  f o o d  s u b s i d y  f o r  l a n d l e s s  

h o u s e h o I d s  b u t  d o s e n  t b r i n g  t hem up t o  t he  1 eve  1 o f  c a 1 o r l e



s u f  f  l c i e n r y  Howeve r  a s  p e r  a n o t h e r  f 1 n d 1 ng o f  G e e t h a  and  

S u r y a n a r a y a n a  ( 1 9 9 3 )  p a r t  o f  t he  r e a s o n  f o r  not  b u y i n g  f rom  

t h e  F a i r  P r i c e  S h o p s  i s  i n a d e q u a t e  i r r e g u l a r  a n d  p o o r

q u a l i t y  o f  f o o d  g r a i n s  s u p p l l e d  by t h e s e  s h o p s  T h i s  1 s the  

r e a s o n  c i t e d  e ven  by  the  p o o r  p e o p l e

S u r y a n a r a y a n a  ( 1 9 9 4 )  a g a i n  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  i n  K e r a l a  

t he  gap  b e t w e e n  c o n s u m p t i o n  r e q u l r e m e n t s  and  l o c a l  p r o d u c t i o n  

r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  o p e n  m a r k e t  p r i c e s  r e m a i n i n g  a t  a

s u b s t a n t l a  11y h l g h e r  1 eve  1 t ha n  the  r a t i o n  p r i c e s  w h i ch  ln  

t u r n  p r o v i d e d  i n a d e q u a t e  i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  c o n s u m e r s  t o  

c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  p u r c h a s e  f rom t he  r a t  i on  s ho p s

By PDS i s  meant  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  t he  o r d i n a r y  f a i r  

p r i c e  s h o p s  ( r a t i o n  s h o p s )  i n  e a c h  v i 1 l a g e  u nd e r  t h e  s t a t e  

g o v e r n m e n t  s m i n i s t r y  o f  f o o d  a n d  c i v i l  s u p p l i e s  w h i c h  

s u p p l i e s  e s s e n t i a l  l terns 1 i k e  c e r a l s  s u g a r  k e r o s e n e  e d i b l e  

o i l s  e t c  to  the  common man a t  s ub s  i d  l s ed  r a t e s  b a s e d  on

t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  r a t i o n  c a r d s

2 9 C o ns u m p t i o n  E x p e n d l t u r e

D a n t w a l a  ( l y b l ) f ou nd  t h a t  c o n s u m p t i o n  e x p e n d i t u r e  

e x c e e d e d  income f o r  a l  1 c a t e g o r i e s  o f  A g n c u l  t u r a l  L a b o u r e r s
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the d e f  10 1 1 v a r y i n g  f rom 128 to 259 pe r  cent  h i g h e s t  b e i n g  

f o r  a t t a c h e d  w or ke r s

Shah ( 196 0 )  Consumpt ion e x p e n d i t u r e  r e v e a l e d  a

s h i f t  in f a v o u r  o f  f ood  i tems a s  compared to non f ood  i tems

which t ends  to s u p p o r t  the h y p o t h e s i s  that  i n c r e a s e  in f ood  

p r o d u c t i o n  i s  l i k e l y  to  be  f o l l o w e d  by  a r i s e  i n  f o o d  

consumpt ion  under  c h r o n i c  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  under  n u t r i t i o n

Pandey  ( 19 7 6 )  o b s e r v e d  t ha t  h o u se h o 1d income was

j u s t  s u f f i c i e n t  to meet the  consumpt ion  e x p e n d i t u r e  f o r  the

sample  a s  a who l e  p r o v i d e d  t ha t  the amount o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  

d e b t s  was kept  more or  l e s s  the  same e i t h e r  by not  r e p a y i n g  

them or  by i n c u r r i n g  new d e b t s  to r ep a y  the  o l d  ones

Puhazhendi  ( 1980 )  o b s e r v e d  t ha t  e x p e n d i t u r e  on f ood  

was 67 45 p e r  cent  f o l l o w e d  bv c l o t h i n g  6 16 pe r  cent  and the  

e x p e n d i t u r e  on s o c i a l  and r e l i g i o n s  f u n c t i o n s  ranked t h i r d  in  

t o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e

R a j e n d r a n  ( 1 9 8 1 )  i n  h i s  s t u d y  on  c o n s u m p t i o n  

b e h a v i o u r  o f  f a rm h o u s e ho I ds  f ound  tha t  abou t  66 p e r  cent  o f  

t o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  was s p e n t  on f o o d  a nd  r e s t  on non f o o d
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i t ems  C l o t h i n g  was the  most i m p o r t a n t  non f o o d  i tem o f  

expend 1 tu r e

V a r a d a r a j a n  ( 1 9 8 1 )  o p i n e d  t h a t  c o n s u m p t i o n  

e x p e n d i t u r e  i s  i n f l u e n c e d  s i g n i f i c a n t 1y by the income o f  the 

f a m i l i e s  Consumption i s  m l l u e n c e d  by the t o t a l  v a r i a b l e  

income E l a s t i c i t y  o f  c o n s u m p t i o n  f o r  f a r m  f a m i l i e s  w e re  

f o u n d  t o  be  i n e l a s t i c  a s  s u g g e s t e d  by  t h e o r i e s  o f  

consumption

Ac c o r d i n g  to Sankar  ( 1965 )  consumpt ion e x pe n d i t u r e  

c o m p r i s e s  a l l  e x p e n d i t u r e  i n c u r r e d  b y  t h e  h o u s e h o l d s  

e x c l u s i v e l y  on domes t i c  account  i n c l u d i n g  consumpt ion out  o f  

home grown produce  g i f t s  l oans  wages r e c e i v e d  in k ind e tc

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  c o n s u m p t i o n  e x p e n d i t u r e  

denotes  the expenses  i n c u r r e d  by the f a m i l y  as  a u n i t  f o r  

f o o d  and non f o o d  i tems  l i k e  c l o t h s  l i g h t i n g  m e d i c i n e  

e d u ca t i on  t r a v e l  r e c r e a t i o n  s o c i a l  & r e l i g i o u s  f u n c t i o n s  

s e r v i c e  c ha r g e s  maintenance  c ha r g e s  e tc

The i tem t o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  i n c l u d e d  the  sum o f  

consumpt ion e x p e n d i t u r e  ( t o t a l  f ood  e x p e n d i t u r e  + t o t a l  non
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f o o d  e x p e n d i t u r e )  w i th  e x p e n d i t u r e  i n c u r r e d  on a g r i c u l t u r e  

l i v e s t o c k  repayment  o f  o l d  d e b t s  e t c

2 10 Measurement  o f  p o v e r t y

P l a n n i n g  commiss ion ( 1970 )  under  the  Government  o f  

I n d i a  d e f i n e d  p o v e r t y  on the  b a s i s  o f  p e r  c a p i t a  consumpt ion  

e x p e n d i t u r e  and d e c l a r e d  Rs 20 per  c a p i t a  pe r  month a t  1960 

61 p r i c e s  mini mum d e s i r a b l e  c o n s u m p t i o n  s t a n d a r d

A g a i n  p l a n n i n g  c o m m i s s i o n  ( 1 9 7 7 )  d e f i n e d  t h e  

p o v e r t y  l i n e  a s  t he  m i d p o i n t  o f  t h e  m o n t h l y  p e r  c a p i t a  

e x p e n d i t u r e  c l a s s  h a v i n g  a d a i l y  c a l o r i e  i n t a k e  o f  2400 and  

2100 p e r  p e r s o n  in r u r a l  and urban  a r e a s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  At 

79-80  p r i c e s  the  mid p o i n t s  a r e  Rs 76 and Rs 88 in t he s e  

a r e a s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  W i t h  c h a n g e s  i n  p r i c e s  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  

change  I n  terms o f  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  one can i d e n t i f y  the  po o r  

as  t h o se  who donot  i ncur  t h i s  much consumpt ion  e x p e n d i t u r e  

These  thus  c 1 a s s l f l e d  11ve be 1ow the  p o v e r t y  1 m e

B a r d h a n  ( 1 9 8 4 )  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  ALHH 

b e l o w  the  p o v e r t y  l i n e  o f  r u r a l  I n d i a  a s  a who l e  i n c r e a s e d  

f rom 52 to 56 p e r  cent  d u r i n g  1964 65 to 1974 75



S a n k a r  C1985 )  cons  1 d e r e d  a  p e r s o n  a s  p o o r  i f  the  

p e r  c a p i t a  c o n s u m p t i o n  e x p e n d i t u r e  p e r  month was l e s s  t han  Rs 

110 99 a t  82 8J p r i c e s

D a n d e k a r  ( 1 9 8 6 )  h a s  c o m m e n t e d  on  t h e  p o v e r t y  

a l l e v i a t i o n  p r o g r a m m e s  t h u s  T h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e

popu l a t i o n  b e l  ow t he  p o v e r t y  l i n e  4 4 4 p e r  c en t  i n  1983 i s  

o f  c o u r s e  b e  1 ow the  same i n  1971 -72  na me l y  46 0 p e r  c en t  

But  the  de c  1 i n e  i s  t oo  sma 1 1 on l  y a b o u t  1 6 p o i n t s  i n  11 

y e a r s  t o  d e r i v e  c o m f o r t  f r om The s i z e  o f  the  p r o b l e m  i s  

s i m p l y  t o o  l a r g e  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  a n t i p o v e r t y  

prog r ammes  A l s o  i t  i s  t o  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  the  s m a l 1 d e c l i n e  i n  

p o v e r t y  s i n c e  1977 78 i s  p a r t l y  due  t o  t he  p r i c e s  o f  p r i m a r y  

f o o d  a r t i c l e s  not  r i s i n g  to  t he  same e x t e n t  a s  the  r i s e  in  

p r i c e s  o f  o t h e r  c o m m o d l t l e s

S h e r g i l l  ( 1 9 8 9 )  had  t he  f o l l o w i n g  c o n c l u s i o n s  in

h i s  s t u d y

1 H i g h e r  l a n d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l o w e r  

l n c i d e n c e  o f  r u r a l  p o v e r t y

2 E x t e n t  o f  t e n a n c y  a s  s u c h  d o e s  no t  seem to  i n f l u e n c e  the  

i n c i d e n c e  o f  r u r a l  p o v e r t y
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3 C a p i t a l i s t  p e n e t r a t i o n  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  t h e  mos t  

i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  t h a t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  o f  

p o v e r t y  i n  the  r u r a l  a r e a s

N a r a ya n a  ( 19 9 0 )  o b s e r v e d  t ha t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between  

c y c l i c a l  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  t he  i n c i d e n c e  o f  p o v e r t y  and  t h e  

r e a l  wage r a t e s  seems to be i n v e r s e  and f a i r l y  c l o s e  Sharp  

i n c r e a s e s  in c e r e a l  p r i c e s  b r i n g  down the  r e a l  wages  l e a d i n g  

to an i n c r e a s e  i n  the  i n c i d e n c e  o f  p o v e r t y  and v i c e  v e r s a

S idhu  ( 19 9 1 )  f ound  t ha t  i n  P un j a b  and Haryana  even  

though wage r a t e s  a r e  h i g h  abou t  h a l f  the  wage l a b o u r  house  

h o l d s  a r e  s t i l l  l i v i n g  b e l o w  t h e  p o v e r t y  l i n e  I t  i s  

t h e r e f o r e  a r g u e d  tha t  a g r l c u 1t u r a 1 d e v e 1opraent a 1 one cannot  

s o l v e  the  p r ob l em o f  unemployment and r u r a l  p o v e r t y

J a i n  ( 1 9 9 2 )  c o n s i d e r e d  6 m e t h o d s  f o r  d r a w i n g  

a b s o l u t e  p o v e r t y  l i n e  a n d  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  p l a n n i n g  

commissi  on method was q u i t e  u s e f u l  i n  the  c a se  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  

c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  I n d i a  In  t h i s  method the  recommended minimum 

l e v e l  o f  f o o d  i n t a ke  i s  g i v e n  in terms o f  a c a l o r i e  norm o f  

-21U0 and 2400 c a l o r i e s  pe r  p e r s o n  p e r  day in u rban  and r u r a l  

a r e a s  r e s p e c t i v e l y
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I n  t h i s  s t u d y  a l s o  the  p o v e r t y  1 m e  i s  b a s e d  on 

t h e  m e t h o d o l o g y  f o l l o w e d  a t  p r e s e n t  b y  t h e  p l a n n i n g  

commi ss i on  House  h o l d s  w i t h  p e r  c a p i t a  p e r  month consumpt i on  

e x p e n d i t u r e  l e s s  than Rs 210 a t  1992 93 p r i c e s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  

poor

2 11 I n d e b t e d n e s s

Shah ( 1 9 6 0 )  i n  h i s  s t u d y  b a s e d  on f i r s t  and s econd  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  L a b o u r  E n q u i r y  r e p o r t s  f ound  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  

maj o r  i n c r e a s e  in  b o r r o w i n g s  o f  a g r l c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s

D e s a i  f i 9 6 9 )  s u g g e s t e d  t ha t  m e r e l y  h e l p i n g  w o r k e r s  

to s e c u r e  1 oans  a t  low r a t e  o f  i n t e r e s t  w i l l  not  h e l p  them 

The b e t t e r  way i s  t o  h e l p  them e x e r c l s e  c o n t r o  1 o v e r  t h e l r  

e xp e ns e s

Varma  ( 1 9 8 0 )  i n  h i s  s t u d y  on i n d e b t e d n e s s  among  

ALHH b a s e d  on  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  R u r a l  L a b o u r  E n q u i r y  

Commit tee  ( 1974 75 )  c o n c l u d e d  t ha t  in  most o f  the  s t a t e s  the  

m a j o r i t y  o f  hou se  h o l d s  a r e  in  d e b t  More than t h r e e - f o r t h  

o f  t h e  ALHH w e r e  i n  d e b t  i n  t h e  u n i o n  t e r r i t o r y  o f  

P o n d i c h e r r y  and the  s t a t e s  o f  K e r a l a  R a j a s t h a n  Ha r yana  and  

Tami l  Nadu
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Sankar  ( 1985 )  d e f i n e d  i n d e b t e d n e s s  o f  the  ALHH as  

the  t o t a l  amount of  b o r r o w i n g s  o f  the  house  h o l d s  in cash  and  

k ind  as  on the  d a t e  o f  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  the d a t a

S a r k a r  ( 1 9 * 3 )  f o u n d  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  g r e a t e r  

i n c i d e n c e  o f  modern a g r i c u l t u r a l  t echno 1ogy the  economic  

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t he  l a n d l e s s  t e n a n t s  ( p u r e  t e n a n t s )  who a r e  

t i e d  to the bondage  o f  p e r p e t u a l  d e b t  w i t h  t h e i r  l and owners  

( l e a s e r s )  a r e  n o t i c e a b l y  w o r s e  o f f  t h a n  t h e  l a n d l e s s  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  who e n j o y  f r eedom to s e c u r e  employment  

w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  emp l oye r s  w i t h  whom the  1 and 1 e ss  l a b o u r e r s  

a r e  not  enmeshed w i t h  any l o a n a b l e  t r a n s a c t i o n s

In  the  p r e s e n t  s t ud y  an ALHH i s  s a i d  to be i n d e b t e d  

i f  i t  has  any l o an  o u t s t a n d i n g  a g a i n s t  i t  and the  l e v e l  o f  

i nd e b t e d n e s s  depends  on the t o t a l  amount o u t s t a n d i n g  o f  the  

h o u s e h o 1d

2 12 S a v i n g s

D e s a i  ( 1 9 7 0 )  d e f i n e d  s a v i n g  a s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

between  c u r r e n t  outpu t and c u r r e n t  e x p e n d l t u r e  The term

c u r r e n t  de no t ed  any p e r i o d  l e s s  than one yea r
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D e o l e  and A s h t u r k a r  ( 19 7 4 )  have  p o i n t e d  out  that  

h o 1d 1 ngs  b e l o w  10 a c r e s  d i d  n o t  show a n y  s a v i n g  on t he  

c o n t r a r y  they  were  in d e f i c i t  S a v i n g s  t ended  to i n c r e a s e  

w i t h  the i n c r e a s e  in the  s i z e  o f  the h o l d i n g

Sankar  ( 19 8 5 )  has  d e f i n e d  c u r r e n t  s a v i n g s  a s  the

d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  c u r r e n t  d i s p o s a b l e  i n c o m e  an d  c u r r e n t  

consumpt ion e x p e n d l t u r e

I n  the  p r e s e n t  s t ud y  s a v i n g s  has  been  d e f i n e d  as  

the  t o t a l  sum o f  money the  r e s p o n de nt  had l n v e s t e d  ln any  o f

the  f ormal  o r  i n f o r ma l  i n s t i t u t i o n s

2 13 W e l f a r e  Schemes

Go p a 1 ( 1 9 8 4 )  i n  a b e n e f i t  c o s t  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e

I n d i a n  f a m i l y  w e l f a r e  programme f ound  t ha t  the  b e n e f i t  c o s t  

r a t i o  h a v e  d e c l i n e d  f rom 82 06 t o  7 05 d u r i n g  1 9 6 6 - 6 7  t o

1978 -79  I t  r e v e a l e d  t he  f a c t  t h a t  b e n e f i t s  w e r e  no t

i n c r e a s i n g  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  the  g r o w t h  in e x p e n d l t u r e

R a t h  ( 1 9 8 5 )  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  end  o f  s e v e n

y e a r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n  o f  IRDP o n l y  a bou t  3 p e r  cent  o f  the  poor



h ou s e  ho 1 ds  in  r u r a l  Tnd l a  wou 1 d h a v e  b ee n  he 1 ped  t o  r i s e  

a b o v e  p o v e r t y  T h e  e s s e n t i a l  p o i n t  w a s  t h a t  d e s p i t e

a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t a r g e t s  in o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  the  programme s 

impact  on t he  p o o r  was i n a d e q u a t e

I n  h i s  s t u d y  D a n d e k a r  ( 1 9 8 6 )  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e

s i z e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  i s  s i m p l y  t oo  l a r g e  compared  t o  the  s i z e

o f  the  a n t i p o v e r t y  p rogrammes

P a r t h a s a r a t h y  ( 1 9 8 7 )  h a s  s a i d  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e

1 a n d s  r e c e i v e d  by  t he  p o o r  h o u s e  ho 1 d s  was g i v e n  up by  them

a s  t h e y  d i d  not  h a v e  comp 1 e m e n t a r y  r e s o u r c e s  to d e v e  1 op and  

u s e  the  n e w l y  r e c e i v e d  l a n d s  Annua l  income p e r  h o u s e  h o l d  

d e r i v e d  f r om common p r o p e r t y  r e s o u r c e s  r a n g e d  b e t w e e n  Rs 530 

and  Rs830 and i s  much h i g h e r  t ha n  the  income g e n e r a t e d  by  the  

a n t l p o v e r t y  p rog r ammes

A c c o r d i n g  t o  K u r i e n  ( 1 9 8 9 )  I f  one  j u d g e s  IRDP in

t e r ms  o f  c r o s s i n g  the  p o v e r t y  1 m e  i t  h a s  so f a r  b e e n  a  g r a n d

f a i l u r e  a s  o n l y  10 12 p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  c o u l d

r e a c h  t h e  g o a l  I f  t he  c r i t e r i o n  app  1 l e d  i s  an  i n c r e a s e  i n

f a m i l y  i ncome a b o u t  t h r e e  f o u r t h  o f  the  a s s i s t e d  f a m i l i e s  

e x p e r i e n c e d  a t  l e a s t  some i n c r e a s e
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M a l y a d e v i  e_t aj_ ( 1 99 2 )  h a v e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  

v a r i o u s  p rog r ammes  c o u l d  n o t  b e n e f i t  t he  e c o n o m i c a l l y  w e a ke r  

s e c t i o n s  o f  t he  s o c i e t y  a s  t he y  w e r e  i n a d e q u a t e l y  f i n a n c e d  

and  i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  d i f f e r e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  w i t h o u t  a n y  c o ­

o r d i n a t i o n  They  s u f f e r e d  f rom s e v e r a l  d e f e c t s  and  d i d n o t  

s u c c e e d  t o  an a p p r e c i a b l e  e x t e n t  e i t h e r  i n  r emo v i ng  p o v e r t y  

and  unemp1oyment  o r  c r e a t i n g  p r o d u c t i v e  a s s e t s  They  we re  

t ime  bound and w e r e  v i e w e d  a s  some t h i n g  o f  e x t r a  work  b y  t he  

o f f i c i a l s  who had  to  o p e r a t e  a t  t he  b l o c k  and v i l l a g e  l e v e l  

Rao  ( 1 9 9 2 )  h a s  e x a m i n e d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  a n d  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  

i n t e g r a t i n g  t he  m a j o r  p o v e r t y  a l l e v i a t i o n  p rog r ammes  a nd  h a s  

c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t he  g r e a t e r  i n t e g r a t i o n  

w i t h i n  t he  o v e r a l l  d e v e l o p m e n t  s t r a t e g y

F a t i m a b i  ( 1 9 9 3 )  f o u n d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  

c o s m o p o 1 l t e n e s s  mass  m e d i a  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

e x t e n s i o n  a g e n c y  e conomic  m o t i v a t i o n  i n n o v a t i v e n e s s  and  

l e v e l  o f  a s p i r a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  had p o s i t i v e  

and s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  

w e l f a r e  schemes

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  w e l f a r e  P r o g r a m m e s  a r e  

c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  g o v e r n m e n t  s p o n s o r e d  o n e s  w h i c h  h a s  t h e
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o b j e c t i v e  o f  u p l i f t i n g  the  r u r a l  poor  f o r  a t t a i n i n g  b e t t e r  

p r o s p e r i t y  ( a b o v e  the  p o v e r t y  l i n e )

2 14 S o c i a l  p a r t i c l p a t  i on

I n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  the  o t h e r  p e o p l e  o f  the  s o c i e t y  

and i nv o l ve me nt  in s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  i mpo r ta n t  

in any s t u d y  in the  f i e l d  o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n e e s

N e l s o n  ( 1 9 9 2 )  f o u n d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  s o c i a l  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  e x t e n s i o n  a g e n c y  i n n o v a t i v e n e s s  

and s c i e n t i f i c  o r i e n t a t i o n  we r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  and p o s i t i v e l y  

r e l a t e d  w i t h  the  a w a r e n e s s  o f  Ka r s hak a  v i k a s a n a  samathy  

members a b o u t  k r l s h i  bh avans  Co n t a c t  w i t h  e x t e n s i o n  a genc y  

was  f o u n d  t o  b e  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  

a t t i t u d e  o f  f a r m e r s  t o w a r d s  K r i s h i b h a v a n s

A s h a l e t h a  ( 1 9 9 3 )  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  

f a c i l i t i e s  in  t he  k r i s h i b h a v a n s  s h o u l d  be  improved  by l o c a l  

m o b i l i s a t i o n  o f  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  the  h e l p  o f  the f a r m e r s

F a t i m a b i  ( 1 9 9 3 )  h a s  f o u n d  t h a t  f o r  m a j o r i t y  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  1a b o u r e r s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  e x t e n s  i on  a g en c y  was Iow
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and a l s o  t h a t  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  were  in  a m i s e r a b l e  

c o n d i t i o n  w i t h  low e d u c a t i o n  poor  s o c i o  economic  s t a t u s  

s o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  e x t e n s i o n  a g e n c y  e t c

I n  the  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  the  l e v e l  o f  

s o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a p e r s o n  we t ake  i n t o  a cc o u n t  f a c t o r s  

s u c h  a s  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  f r e q u e n c y  o f  

a t t e n d a n c e  i n  p r o g r a m m e s  s u c h  a s  m e e t i n g s  s e m i n a r s  

e x h i b i t i o n s  f i e l d  t r i p s  e t c

2 15 P o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

Pandey  (19761 in h i s  s t u d y  on the  p a t t e r n  o f  wages  

income and consumer  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  in  

I n d i a  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  w a g e  h i k e s  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  m  K e r a l a  may not  be  a t t r i b u t e d  e i t h e r  

to the  l e v e l  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  de ve l o pme nt  o r  t o  the  s i z e  o f  

i t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  E f f e c t i v e  u n i o n i s a t i o n  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  and p r o  l a b o u r  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  

s u c c e s s i v e  s t a t e  gove r nme nt s  have  improved  t he  b a r g a i n i n g  

c a p a c i t y  o f  the  w o r ke r s  wh i ch  e n a b l e d  them to  g e t  maximum 

a d v a n t a g e s
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Ba r dhan  ( 1 9 8 9 )  in  he r  s t u d y  has  made the  f o l l o w i n g  

o b s e r v a t i o n s

* The a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  a n d  m a r g i n a l  p e a s e n t s  a r e

p o o r  not  j u s t  in  l and and o t h e r  p r o d u c t i v e  a s s e t s  bu t

a l s o  i n  o r g a n i s a t i o n

* The i n c i d e n c e  o f  l a b o u r  t y i n g  i s  r e m a r k a b l y  l e s s  in the  

r e l a t i v e l y  more u n i o n i s e d  r u r a l  Ke r aTa

A c c o r d i n g  to S ub r aman l an  ( 1994)  K0n th^ q u e s t i o n  ol

e f f e c t  o f  u n i o n i s a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  the  s t u d i e s  i n

K e r a l a  showed t ha t  i t  o o u l a  a c h i e v e  h i g h  wage  r a t e  bu t  on 

the  c o n t r a r y  n  T h a n j a  u r  d i s t r i c t  o f  Tam1 1nadu 1 1 d l d n o t  

s u c ce ed  to  the  ex  ent  needed

I n  the  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  

m e a s u r e d  by  n o t i n g  the  f a c t  w h e t h e r  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  i s  a 

member o f  any  o the r e g i s t e r e d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  o r  t r a d e u n i o n  

in comnon and a l s o  the  r e a s o n  b o t h  f o r  e i t h e  j o i n i n g  the  

mo\ement o r  not  j o i n i n g  the  movement





3 METHODOLOGY

Thi  s c h a p t e r  p r e s e n t s  a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the  

methods and p r o c e d u r e s  employed in c on d u c t i n g  the  s tudy  the  

d e t a i l s  o f  wh ich  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  under  the f o l l o w i n g  heads

1 L o c a t i o n  o f  the  s t ud y

2 Samp l ing  p r o c e d u r e

3 S e l e c t i o n  and measurement  o f  v a r i a b l e s

4 P r o c e d u r e  o f  d a t a  co l  l e c t i o n

5 P e r i o d  o f  s t u d y

6 S t a t i s t i c a l  t o o l s  used

3 1 L o c a t i o n  o f  the  s t ud y

The s t u d y  was c o n d u c t e d  i n  T h l r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m  

d i s t r i c t  o f  K e r a l a  s t a t e  The d i s t r i c t  has  a c o m p a r a t i v e l y  

h i g h  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u  a l  l a b o u r e r s  among  a l l  t h e  

d i s t r i c t s  o f  K e r a l a  T h e  d i s t r i c t  w i s e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  in K e r a l a  i s  g i v e n  in Append i x  I

Samp l i ng  p r o c e d u r e

S i n c e  the  s t ud y  was to f i n d  out  the  econom i c  s t a t u s  

o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  o n l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  have
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been  i n c l u d e d  in  the  s t u d y  Th 1 r uvananthapuram d i s t r i c t  has  

84 K r 1 s h l b h a v a n s  u nde r  the  t h r e e  s u b d i v i s i o n s  v i z  A t t i n g a l  

N e d u m a n g a d u  a n d  N e y y a t t i n k a r a  T h e  s u b d i v i s i o n  w i s e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  K r 1 s h i b h a v a n s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  g i v e n  i n

A p pe nd i x  I I A t h r e e  s t a g e  random s a m p l i n g  p r o c e d u r e was

a d o p t e d  f o r t he s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s w i t h t h e

s u b d i v i s i o n the Kr l s h l b h a v a n  and the  r e s p o n den t be  i ng the

f i r s t  s ec ond and t h i r d  s t a g e  u n i t s  r e s p e c t i v e l y

O f t h e t h r e e  s u b d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h e d i s t r i c t

N e y y a t t i n k a r a  s u b d i v i s i o n  was s e l e c t e d  r andomly

A map s h o w i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d y  i s  t h e  

g i v e n  in  F i g  3 1 1

3 2 1 S e l e c t i o n  o f  K n s h i b h a v a n s

From t h e  s e l e c t e d  s u b d i v i s i o n  t h e  names  o f  t h e  

K n s h i b h a v a n s  we r e  a r r a n g e d  in  a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r  and f o u r  

K n s h i b h a v a n s  we r e  s e l e c t e d  a t  random The K r l s h l b h a v a n s  thus  

s e l e c t e d  w e r e  M a r a n a l l o o r  ( A t h i y a n o o r  b l o c k )  P a l  1 i c h a l  

( Nemom b l o c k )  P o o v a r  C P a r a s s a l a  b l o c k )  a n d  \ e n g a n o o r  

( A t h i y a n o o r  b l o c k )
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3 2 2  S e l e c t i o n  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s

I n  t h i s  s t u d y  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r  i s  

c o n s i d e r e d  a s  one whose  main s o u r c e  o f  income (more  t han  50 

pe r  c e n t )  i s  f rom wage employment  in  the  a g r i c u l t u r e  s e c t o r

S e p a r a t e  l i s t s  o f  f a r m e r s  we re  c o l l e c t e d  f rom each  

o f  the  f o u r  s e l e c t e d  Kr i s h i b h a v a n s  and t h e y  we re  c o n t a c t e d  

f o r  o b t a i n i n g  the  names o f  the  l a b o u r e r s  empl oyed  by  them 

Thus a l i s t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  was p r e p a r e d  f o r  each  

o f  t h e  f o u r  Kr  l s h l b h a  v a n s  F r o m e a c h  l i s t  t h i r t y  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  we re  s e l e c t e d  a t  random to  c o n s t i t u t e  

a sampl e  o f  120 a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  a s  r e s p o n d e n t s  f o r  the  

s t ud y

3 3 S e l e c t i o n  and measurement  o f  v a r i a b l e s

Ba se d  on the  r e v i e w  o f  e a r l i e r  wo r ks  d i s c u s s i o n s  

w i t h  e x p e r t s  and o b s e r v a t i o n s  by t he  r e s e a r c h e r  a l i s t  o f  15 

main v a r i a b l e s  we r e  s e l e c t e d  and  i n c l u d e d  f o r  t he  s t u d y  The  

v a r i a b l e s  i n c l u d e d  in the  s t u d y  we re



1 B a s i c  f a m i l y  p a r t i c u l a r s

2 E d u c a t i o n

3 Employment  & wa ge s

4 Land ho 1d m g  ( owned and o p e r a t e d )

5 Land u s e  p a t t e r n

6 P o s s e s s i o n s  a  f a rm i mp l e men t s  & m a c h i n e r y

b L i v e s t o c k  

c Consumer  d u r a b 1es

7 Pe r manent  a s s e t s

8 Income o f  t he  h o u s e h o 1d

9 H o u s e h o l d  e x p e n d i t u r e  p a t t e r n

a f o o d  e x p e n d i t u r e  

b non f o o d  e x p e n d i t u r e  

c T o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e

10 P a r t i c i p a t i o n  m  w e l f a r e  p rog r ammes

11 S a v i n g s

12 I n d e b t e d n e s s

13 S o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

14 E x p o s u r e  to  mass  med i a

15 P o l i t i c a l  a w a r e n e s s  & p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and

16 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  f a c t o r s

The e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t he  v a r i a b l e s  u s e d  f o r  the  s udy  

i s  g i v e n  b e l o w



3 3 1  B a s i c  f a m i l y  p a r t i c u l a r s

T h i s  r e f e r s  to the  f o l l o w i n g  sub  v a r i a b l e s  which  

h e l p  us to know in  d e p t h  a bou t  the  b a s i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  

the sample  h o u s e h o l d  For  the  measurement  o f  the v a r i o u s  

v a r i a b l e s  the  s c a l e  f o l l o w e d  by  Fa th i mab i  ( 19S3 )  was adop ted  

wi t h  s l i g h t  m o d i f i c a t i o n s

The sub  v a r i a b l e s  i n c l u d e d  we re

a R e l i g i o n  The r e l i g i o n  to  w h i c h  t h e  f a m i l y  a c t u a l l y

b e l o n g s

b C a s t e  C a s t e  o f  the  s e l e c t e d  r e s po n d en t

c F a m i l y  s t a t u s  By  t h i s  i t  i s  m e a n t  w h e t h e r  t h e

h o u s e h o l d  s e l e c t e d  i s  o f  s i n g l e  j o i n t  o r  n u c l e a r  t ype

d H o u s i n g  c o n d i t i o n  D e n o t e s  w n e t h e r  t h e  h o u s e  o f  t h e  

r e s po n de n t  i s  a hut  t h a t c h e d  or  t i l e d  one

e E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  Whether  the  house  i s  e l e c t r i f i e d  or

not

f  F a m i l y  s i z e  I t  i n c l u d e s  the  t o t a l  number o f  members in

t he  h o u s e h o ld  a bo v e  the  a g e  o f  f i v e
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g Fa mi 1y Compos 1 1 ion  I t  d e n o t e s  the  number o f  ma 1 e and  

f ema l e  members in each h ou s e ho l d

h Fa mi l y  employment R e f e r s  to the  t o t a l  number o f  e a r n i n g  

members in each h o u s e h o 1d

The above  v a r i a b l e s  were  measured u s i n g  the  f o l l o w i n g  s c a l e

C a t e g o r i e s  Sco re

R e l l g i o n

C as t e

Hindu 1

C h r i s t l a n 2

O t he r s 3

S ch e du l ed  C a s t e ( S c ) 1

S c h ed u l ed  t r i b e ( S t ) 2

Backward  Ca s t e ( B e ) 3

Forward  Ca s t e ( F c ) 4

y s t a t u s

s l n g 1e 1

J o i n t 2

N u c 1 e a r J



4G

d H o u s i n g  c o n d i t i o n

Hut  1

t h a t c h e d  2

t 1 1ed 3

O t h e r s  4

e E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n

Not  E l e c t r i f i e d  0

E l e c t r i f i e d  1

3 3 2  E d u c a t i o n

E d u c a t i o n  r e f e r  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  l i t e r a c y  o f  t he

r e s p o n d e n t  a t  t h e  t ime  o f  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  s u r v e y

T r i v e d i  ( 1 9 6 3 )  d e v e l o p e d  a  s c o r i n g  s y s t e m  f o r

m e a s u r i n g  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  h i s  s o c i o  e con omi c

s t a t u s  s c a l e  The method was  f o l l o w e d  by  Padmanabhan  ( 1 9 8 1 )

t o  me as u r e  t he  e d i c a t i o n a l  s t a t u s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  

The  m e t h o d  a d o p t e d  b y  P a d m a n a b h a n  i s  f o l l o w e d  h e r e  w i t h  

s l i g h t  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  The s c o r i n g  p a t t e r n  was  a s  f o l l o w s

C a t e g o r y  S c o r e

1 11 i t e r a t e  0

p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  1
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midd l e  schoo l  2

h i gh  schoo l  3

c o 11 eg l a t e  4

3 3 3  Employment and wages

A c c o r d i n g  t o  W e b s t e r  s t h i r d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

d i c t i o n a r y  employment i s  any a c t i v i t y  in which one engages  

and empl oys  h i s  t ime and e n e r g y  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  

employment i s  c o n s i d e r e d  as  work done by an i n d i v i d u a l  e i t h e r  

f o r  wages as  h i r e d  l a bou r  or  in own f i e l d  Here to f i n d  the  

t o t a l  employment o f  a l a b o u r e r  the t o t a l  number o f  days  he 

had worked in the p r e c e e d i n g  y e a r  was taken

S i n ce  a g r i c u l t u r e  a l o n e  may not  p r o v i d e  employment  

on a l l  days  the r e s po n de n t s  may engage  in o t he r  types  o f  

works a l s o  Hence da t a  have been c o l l e c t e d  s e p a r a t e  1 y f o r  

the type o f  work number o f  days  emp1oyed as  hi  red 1abour  and 

number o f  days  worked in own f i e l d

The wo r k i ng  hours  and the d u r a t i o n  o f  b r eak  p e r i o d  

has a l s o  been taken i n t o  account
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Wages d e n o t e  the  r ewa rd  o b t a i n e d  by the employee  

f o r  h i s  work Wages p a i d  to the  I a b o u r e r  bo t h  in c a sh  and  

kind  has  been  t aken  i n t o  ac co un t  and the  t o t a l  wages  i s  t aken  

as  the  sum o f  the  money wages  & money e q u i v a l e n t  o f  k i nd  

wages

3 3 4  Land h o l d i n g  ( owned and o p e r a t e d )

T h i s  was c o n s i d e r e d  i n  two c a t e g o r l e s  The f i r s t  

c a t e g o r y  a s  t h e  t o t a l  a r e a  o f  l a n d  owned  by  t h e  l a b o u r e r  

measured i n  c e n t s  The a r e a  under  d r y / g a r d e n  l and  and wet  

l an d  ha s  b e e n  m e a s u r e d  s e p a r a t e l y  a nd  t h e i r  s u m m a t i o n  was  

t aken  as  s i z e  o f  owned h o l d i n g

T h e  s e c o n d  c a t e g o r y  w h i c h  i s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  

h o l d i n g  i n c l u d e  owned l and and l and l e a s e d  in ( a r e a  measured  

in c e n t s )  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  and o t h e r  p u r po s e s

3 3 5  Land u se  p a t t e r n

T h i s  was  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  a s  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  u s e s  t o  

which the  l and was put  by the r es pond en t  T h i s  measures  the  

a r e a  u s e d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  p u r p o s e s  s u c h  a s  b u i l d i n g
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a g r i c u l t u r e  l a n d  k e p t  a s  f a l l o w  a n d  l a n d  u s e d  f o r  o t h e r  

p u r p o s e s

The c u l t i v a t i o n  d e t a i l s  o f  the  f a r m e r s  i s  a c co u n t e d  

h e r e  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  t h e  a r e a  u n d e r  e a c h  c r o p  y i e l d

e x p e n d i t u r e  r e t u r n s  p r o f i t  / l o s s  a c t u a l l y  g a i n e d  d u r i n g  the  

p r e v i o u s  y e a r

3 3 6  P o s s e s s i o n s

T h i s  v a r i a b l e  has  b ee n  c a t e g o r i s e d  i n t o  t h r e e

1 Farm imp l ements  & m ac h i n e ry

2 L i v e s t o c k

3 Consumer  d u r a b l e s

3 3 6 1  Farm impl ements  & m a c h i n e r y

T h i s  r e f e r s  to  the  t o t a l  number  o f  f a rm implements  

and m a c h i n e r y  wh i ch  the  f a rm e r  p o s s e s s e s  The f a rm impiements  

i n c l u d e  s p a d e s  p i c k a x e  p l o u g h  s i c k l e s  b a s k e t s  l a d d e r s

s p r a y e r s  e t c  The p r e s e n t  v a l u e  o f  the  imp l ements  p o s s e s s e d  

by  the  f a r m e r s  i s  a l s o  o b t a i n e d  f o r  the  s t u d y



3 3 6 2  L i v e s t o c k

I n  t h i s  the  f a r m e r  s p o s s e s s i o n  o f  1 i v e s t o c k  i s  

c o n s i d e r e d  The  n umb er  a nd  v a l u e  o f  c a t t l e s  & p o u l t r y  i s  

t ak e n  s e p e r a t e  1 y and a l s o  t he  annua  1 e x p e n s e  and income o f  

t he  f a r m e r  f rom t he  1 l v e s t o c k  i s  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  the  

s t u d y

3 3 6 3  Consumer  d u r a b l e s

Th i  s i n c l u d e s  t he  f a r m e r s  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  consumer  

a r t i c l e s  l i k e  r a d i o  b i c y c l e  f u r n i t u r e  i r o n  TV e t c  

common1y s e e n  l n o u r  s o c i e t y  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  a r t i c l e s  

p o s s e s s e d  by  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  a nd  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  v a l u e  i s  t ak en  

i n t o  a c c o u n t

3 3 7  P e r ma ne n t  a s s e t s

T h i s  v a r l a b l e  i s  u s e f u l  i n  e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  

p o s s e s s i o n s  o f  p e r manent  n a t u r e  by  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  The v a l u e s  

o f  the  1 and  owned h ou se  o r n a m e n t s  e t c  a r e  summed up t o  

f i n d  t h e  pe r ma ne n t  a s s e t s  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t
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3 3 8  Income of  the household

Annua 1 income of  the househo 1 d can be sa id  to be 

the tota l  r e t a in s  of a farmer in monetary terms during  one 

year  In t h i s  s tudy  income o f  the h o u s e h o ld  has been  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d  as  the income from v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s  such as  

a g r i c u l t u r e  wages 11 vestock  pens ions con t r lbu t ion  etc

The annua 1 income of the househoId was computed as the tota l  

sum of  income in monetary terms from the above  d i f f e r e n t  

sources f o r  a per iod  of one year preceding  the study

3 3 9  Househo1d expendlture

Household expenditure is de f ined  as the f i n an c i a l  

commitraents invo lved  t y p i c a l l y  in the manner of 1lv ing  by 

the household I t  takes into account 3 aspects  These are

3 3 9 1  Food expenditure

This denote the expenses incurred by the househo1d 

as a un i t  f o r  food items such as c e r e a l s  coconut tubers  

p r o v i s i o n s  A. o i l s  f r u i t s  & v e g e t a b l e s  f i s h  egg  meat  

milk etc  and a l s o  the expenses in teashop
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Anot he r  i mpo r t an t  f a c t o r  c o n s i d e r e d  in the  s t ud y  i s  

the dependence  o f  the  househo Id on the  Pub l i e  D i s t n b u t  ion  

System ( PDS )  and the d e g r e e  o f  dependance

3 3 9 2  Non f o o d  e x p e n d i t u r e

H e r e  t h e  a n n u a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  

househo l d  on v a r i o u s  non f ood  consumpt ion  i tems a r e  i n c l u d ed  

and summed up a s  the  t o t a l  non f o o d  e x p e n d i t u r e  The i tems

i n c l u d e  c l o t h e s  h o u s e  r e n t  ( i f  a n y )  l i g h t i n g  p e r s o n a l  

n e c e s s i t i e s  such a s  c i g a r e t t e s  b e e d i  b e t e l  chewi ng  s n u f f  

l i q u o r  e t c  med i ca l  e xp e n s e s  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x pe ns e s  money

s p e n t  on  r e c r e a t i o n  t r a v e l l i n g  t a x e s  n e w s p a p e r s  

maintenance  e t c  A l s o  the p e r c e n t a g e  s h a r e  o f  each o f  t he se

to the t o t a l  non f ood  e x p e n d i t u r e  i s  t aken  11 to a ccount

3 3 9 3  T o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e

I t  i s  d e f i n e d  as  the  t o t a l  amount spent  a n n u a l l y  on 

f ood  non f ood  consumpt i ve  i +ems a g r i c u l t u r e  l i v e s t o c k  

repayment  o f  o l d  d e b t s  e t c  T o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  o b t a i n e d  by the  

s u m m a t i o n  o f  thee. *1 i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e n s e s  a n d  a l s o  t h e

p e r c e n t a g e  s h a r e  o f  each  o f  t h e s e  i n  the  t o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  

i s  f ound out
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P o v e r t y  i s  a v a r i a b l e  t h a t  c o n n o t  be  d i r e c t l y  

o b s e r v e d  R e s e a r c h e r s  f o 11ow d i f f e r e n t  methods to e s t i m a t e  

the p o v e r t y  among a p o p u l a t i o n  and draw p o v e r t y  l i n e s  The 

p l a n n i n g  commiss i on  under  the Government  o f  I n d i a  d u r i n g  the  

s i x t h  f i v e  y e a r  p l a n  adop ted  a new t e c hn iq ue  f o r  measur i ng  

p o v e r t y  b a s e d  o n  t h e  c o n s u m p t i o n  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  t h e  

h o u s e h o l d s  ( P l a n n i n g  commiss ion Govt  o f  I n d i a  1993)  In  

t h i s  the  d a l l y  c a l o r i e  r eq u i r e me nt  was c o n s i d e r e d  For  r u r a l  

p e o p l e  t he  minimum c a l o r i e  r e q u i r e m e n t  was  k e p t  a t  2400  

c a l o r i e s  p e r  day and the  money e q u i v a l e n t  was worked out  to 

be  Rs 76 p e r  c a p i t a  per  month (1980 81 p r i c e s )  to  meet t h i s  

r e q u i r e me nt  T h i s  was a r r i v e d  a t  t hrough  the  W h o l e s a l e  P r i c e  

I ndex  o f  v a r i o u s  commodi t i e s

T h i s  method i s  s t i l l  f o l l o w e d  by  t h e  p l a n n i n g  

commiss i on  t o  work out  p o v e r t y  l i n e  and i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  one  

o f  the  b e s t  methods by many r e s e a r c h e r s  In  the p r e s e n t  s t ud y  

the Whole  s a l e  P r i c e  I ndex  has  been  t aken  from a u t h o r i t a t i v e  

s o u r c e s  and p o v e r t y  1 m e  was worked out  to be Rs 2509 8 

Hence  in  t he  s t u d y  h o u s e h o l d s  w i t h  p e r c a p i t a  c o n s u m p t i o n  

e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  l e s s  than Rs 2510 was c o n s i d e r e d  to be poor

3 3 10 Poverty



3 3 1 1  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  m  w e l f a r e  p r og r ammes

The  g o v e r n m e n t  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  h a v e  l a u n c h e d  a  

number  o f  p r o g r a m m e s  f o r  t h e  u p l i f t m e n t  o f  s o c i a l l y  a n d  

e c o n o m i c a l l y  w e a k e r  s e c t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  h o u s e h o l d s  f a l l  The  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e s e  

prog r ammes  1 s a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  f i n a n e  l a  1 a s s i s t a n c e  t o  the  

w e ak e r  s e c t i o n s  and a l s o  t h r o u g h  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  employment  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s

I n  t h i s  s t u d y  t h e  i mpac t  o f  t he  v a r i o u s  p rog r ammes  

s uch  a s  I n t e g r a t e d  R u r a l  D e v e l o p me n t  Programme ( I R D P )  and  

s p e c i a l  Employment  Programme ( S E P )  w h i c h  we r e  c a r r i e d  out  

t h r o u g h  t h e  K r i s h i b h a v a n s  i s  s t u d i e d  W e l f a r e  p rog r ammes  f o r  

t h e  p e n s i o n  and  r e l i e f  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  i s  a l s o  t a k e n  i n t o  

a c c o u n t  The name o f  t he  p rogramme amount  o f  money o b t a i n e d  

by  t he  h o u s e h o I d  i t s  p u r p o s e  and  u t i l i s a t i o n  p a t t e r n  i s  

s t u d i e d  by  t a k i n g  t he  a c t u a l  f i g u r e s  f o r  e a c h  h o u s e h o l d

3 3 12 S a v i n g s

S a v i n g s  i s  d e f  i n e d  a s  the  amount  o f  money w h i c h  

t h e  s a m p l e  h o u s e h o l d  h a s  s a v e d  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  d e p o s i t s
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w h i c h  a r e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  i f  n e e d e d  w i t h  e x t e r n a l  

a g e n c i e s

The a g e n c i e s  i n c l u d e  b o t h  f o r m a l  an d  i n f o r m a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  P e r i o d  o f  s a v i n g s  i n s t i t u t i o n  amount saved  

e t c  a r e  t aken  a s  a c t u a l  f i g u r e s  in t h i s  s t udy  to u nd e r s t a n d  

c l e a r l y  the  economic  s t a t u s  o f  the f a m i l y

3 3 13 I n d e b t e d n e s s

I n d e b t e d n e s s  i s  a s t a t e  o f  o b l i g a t i o n  f o r  some  

t h i n g  r e c e i v e d  I n  t h i s  s t u d y  the term i n d e b t e d n e s s  i s  used  

to deno  t e t h e  ( r e d  1 1 a v a  l i e d  and  i t s  u t i l i s a t i o n  by  t h e  

sample  h o u s e h o l d s  D e t a i l s  o f  c r e d i t  r e g a r d i n g  p e r i o d i c i t y  

s o u r c e  amount i n t e r e s t  d e t a i l s  o f  r epayment  o u t s t a n d i n g  

b a 1ance  and o v e r du e s  o f  c r e d i t  a r e  s t u d i e d  i n  d e t a i l

I t  h a d  b e e n  c o n c l u d e d  i n  s ome  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  

s t u d i e s  that  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  h ou s e h o ld s  a r e  one among 

the p o o r e s t  i n  the  s o c i e t y  and hence  a  d e t a i l e d  s t ud y  of  

i n d e b t e d n e s s  o f  t he se  h o u s e h o l d s  assume g r e a t  impor tance



3 3 14 Soc ia l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n se

T h i s  r e f e r s  to  the  e x t e n t  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  t he  

r espondent  to the s o c i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  e i t h e r  as  member or  as  

o f f i c e  b e a r e r  The p r oce du r e  f o l l o w e d  by Fathimabi  ( 1993 )  i s  

adopted  he re  w i t h  s l i g h t  m o d i f i c a t i o n  f o r  s c o r i n g

I tems Score

1 No membership 0

2 Membership in one o r g a n i s a t  ion 1

3 Membership in two o r g a n i s a t i o n s 2

4 O f f i c e  b e a r e r m  one o r g a n i s a t i o n 3

At  t e n d a n c e  in e x t e n s i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  e i t h e r  a s  a 

member o r  as  an o f f i c e  b e a r e r  was c o n s i de r e d  impor tant  For  

a t t e n d i n g  m e e t i n g s  s e m i n a r s  e x h i b i t i o n  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  

f i e l d  t r i p s  e t c  r e g u 1a r 1y o c c a s l o n a l 1y and never  the  

s c o r e s  g i v e n  were  2 1 and 0 r e s p e c t i v e l y

The f i n a l  s c o r e  o f  a r e s p o n d e n t  was  o b t a i n e d  by  

add i ng  up the s c o r e s  f o r  a t t en da nc e  in ex tens  ion a c t i v i t i e s  

and m u l t i p l y i n g  i t  w i t h  the  s c o r e s  s e c u r e d  a s  member o r  

o f f i c e  b e a r e r  o f  the o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in which p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was  

r e p o r t e d
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3 3 14 1 C l o s e n e s s  t o  a g r i c u l  t u r a  1 s u p p o r t  s y s t e m

The v a r i o u s  p e r s o n n e l  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  s y s t em w e r e  

a g r l c u I t u r a l  a s s i s t a n t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o f f i c e r s  v e t e r i n a r y  

s u r g e o n s  f i e l d  o f f i c e r s  ( b a n k s )  I n p u t  d e a l e r s  and  s c i e n t i s t s  

( KAU) C l o s e n e s s  t o  a g r i c u 1t u r a 1 s u p p o r t  s y s t e m  was d e f i n e d  

a s  the  c o n t a c t  o f  the  r e s p o n d e n t s  w i t h  t he  a b o v e  m en t l o n ed  

p e r s o n n e l  For  g i v i n g  the  s c o r e s  f o r  f r e q u e n c y  o f  c o n t a c t  

t h e  method a d o p t e d  by  A l e x  ( 1 9 9 4 )  was f o l l o w e d  The s c o r i n g  

p a t t e r n  i s  a s  f o l l o w s

F r e q u e n c y  o f  c o n t a c t  S c o r e

N e v e r  0

Somet imes  1

O f t e n  2

Most  o f t e n  3

The  i n d i v i d u a l  s c o r e s  w e r e  summed u p  t o  g e t  t h e  

c l o s e n e s s  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m  s c o r e  f o r  t h a t  

r e s p o n d e n t

3 3  15 E x p o s u r e  t o  mass  me d i a

Mass  med i a  a r e  a g e n c i e s  w h i ch  r e a c h  l a r g e  number  o f  

pe op  1 e a t  t he  same t ime  I n  t h i s  s t u d y  mass  me d i a  a g e n c i e s
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included are news papers rad io  t e l e v i s i o n  farm and other  

magazines

Exposure to mass media r e f e r s  to the number and 

frequency of mass media informat ion sources used or contacted  

by the respondents

For  q u a n t i f y i n g  t h i s  v a r i a b l e  t he  p r o c e d u r e  

d e v e l o p e d  by F a t h i m a b i  ( 1 9 9 3 )  was a d o p t e d  w i t h  s l i g h t  

modi f ica t ions

Medium Frequency Score

1 Newspaper Regular  2
Occas lonal  1
Never 0

2 T e l e v i s i o n  Regular  2
Occasional  1
Never 0

3 Radio Regular  2
Occasional  1
Never 0

4 Farm magazlnes Regu1ar 2
Occas lona1 1
Never 0

5 Other magazines Regu1ar  
Occas lona1 
Never

2
1
0



The s c o r e s  o f  u t i l i s a t i o n  f o r  e a c h  medium was g i v e n  

a s  2 and 1 f o r  own and  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  The s c o r e s  f o r  the  

s o u r c e  was  m u l t i p l i e d  w i t h  f r e q u e n c y  o f  the  r e s p e c t l v e  medlum 

and s i m i l a r  s c o r e s  we r e  a d d ed  t o  o b t a i n  the  f i n a l  s c o r e  o f  

the  r e s p o n d e n t  s mass med i a  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

3 3 16 P o l i t i c a l  a w a r e n e s s  and  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

I t  i s  o f t e n  m e n t l o n e d  i n  s t u d i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  s o c i o  

econora i c  s t a t u s  o f  l a b o u r e r s  t h a t  one  o f  t he  r e a s o n s  f o r  the  

b e t t e r m e n t  o f  l a b o u r  f o r c e  i n  K e r a l a  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h a t  o f  

o t h e r  s t a t e s  i s  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  a w a r e n e s s  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n

F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  t h i s  v a r i a b l e  a s s u me s  i m p o r t a n c e  

i n  t h i s  s t u d y  H e r e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s

o p e r a t i o n a l i s e d  a s  to  w h e t h e r  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  members o f  

p o 1 1 1 i c a l  o r g a n l s a t  i o n s  and  i f  so  i n  w h i ch  o r g a n i s a t i o n  The  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  ha ve  b e e n  c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  t h r e e  a s  t he  l e f t i s t  

p a r t i e s  the  p o l i t i c a l  u n i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t he  c o n g r e s s  p a r t y  

and o t h e r s

A l s o  t he  r e a s o n s  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  a s  t o  why t he y  

have  j o i n e d  o r  not  j o i n e d  in t h e s e  u n i o n s  h a v e  b e en  t ak e n  

i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  m  t h i s  s t u d y

59
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A f ew m i s c e l l a n e o u s  f a c t o r s  a l s o  have been i n c l u d e d  

i n  t h i s  s t u d y  wh i c h  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  t h e  

e c ono mi c  s t a t u s  o f  t he  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  T h e s e  a r e  

d e s c r i b e d  b e l o w

3 3 1 7 1  C o s m o p o l i t e n e s s

I t  r e f e r s  to  t he  r e s p o n d e n t  s e x t e n t  o f  c o n t a c t  

w i t h  o u t s i d e  v i l l a g e  such a s  the n e a r e s t  town and the  p u r pos e  

o f  v i s i t  The s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e  adop ted  by Fa th i mab i  ( 1 99 3 )  

has been f o l l o w e d  h e r e  w i t h  s l i g h t  m o d i f i c a t i o n

3 3 17 Miscel laneous fa c to rs

a F r eque ncy  o f  v i s i t  t o  the  n e a r e s t  town Sco re

D a i l y  (More  than 4 t imes  a week)  4

Once in a week 3

Once i n  a f o r t n i g h t  2

Once in a  month 1

b P u r po s e  o f  v i s i t

R e l a t e d  to a g r i c u l t u r e  3

R e l a t e d  to do me s t i c  s e r v i c e  2

E n t e r t a i n m e n t  1



6 1

The f i n a l  s c o r e  o f  a r e s p o n d e n t  i s  the  t o t a l  sura o f  

s c o r e s  o b t a i n e d  by him in  a & b

3 3 17 2 H e a l t h  & H y g e i n e

T h i s  i n c l u d e  a s e t  o f  f a c t o r s  and the  s c o r i n g  o f  

t h e s e  f a c t o r s  i s  done a s  f o l l o w s

F a c t o r

1 D i s t a n c e  to  n e a r e s t  PHC

Nea r

L e s s  than  one Km 

More t ha n  one Km

2 A c c e s s  to o t h e r  s o u r c e s  o f  m e d i c a l  c a r e

Yes  

No

3 Type  o f  l a t r i n e

L a t r i n e  w i t h  s e p t i c  t an k s  

O r d i n a r y  l a t r i n e  

No l a t r i n e

4 Dr i n k i n g  w a t e r  f a c i l i t y

a )  S ou r c e

P i p e s  3

We 1 1 2

Ponds  C a n a l s  1

2
1

0

S co r e

2
1

0

1

0



62

b )  Ownership

Own 1

Not own 0

5 Waste d i s p o s a l

Made i n to  compost 2

Other  u s e f u l  methods 1

Thrown out 0

The f i n a l  s c o r e  o f  a r espondent  i s  the sum o f  the

i n d i v i d u a l  s c o r e  o b t a in e d  f o r  t he se  f a c t o r s

3 3 17 3 D e t a i l s  o f  l e i s u r e  t ime

I t  t a k e s  i n t o  a c co u n t  t he  f o l l o w i n g  F i r s t l y

whether  the r espondent  g e t s  enough l e i s u r e  t ime S econd l y

how many days  he i s  w i l l i n g  to work in a week and l a s t l y

d e t a i l s  o f  l e i s u r e  t ime a c t i v i t i e s  which i s  c a t e g o r i s e d  into  

3 w i th  s c o r e s  as  no a c t i v i t y  0 was t ed  or  mi sused 1 and

used f o r  p r o d u c t i v e  pu r poses  -  2 The f i n a l  s c o r e  i s  the sum 

o f  the s c o r e s  f o r  the 3 t ype s  above



3 3 17 4 L e v e l  o f  a s p i r a t i o n  

a  P r e s e n t

I n  t h i s  an e n q u i r y  i s  made t o  s e e  w h e t h e r  t h e  

r e s po n de n t  i s  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  h i s  p r e s e n t  t ype  o f  l i f e  and  

whether  he l i k e  farm work or  non farm work A l s o  the r e a s on s  

f o r  t h i s  i s  t aken i n t o  account

b F u t u r e

I t  i s  o p e r a t l o n a l l y  d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  o v e r a l l  l i f e  

g o a l s  i n  h i s  m a t e r i a l  w o r l d  t ha t  a l a b o u r e r  p r e f e r s  Here  i t  

c o v e r s  two a s p e c t s  the l i r s t  one b e i n g  a s p l r a t  i ons  abou t  the  

l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  the c h i l d r e n  and the  second  one about  

the  o c c u p a t i o n  p r e f e r e d  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  The  s c o r i n g  

p a t t e r n  adop t ed  i s  as  f o l l o w s

L e ve l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  S c o r e s

M a t r i c  1

G r a du a t e  £

P r o f e s s l o n a 1/ T e c h n i c a 1 3



Oc cu p at i on  p r e f e r e n c e

A g r i c u l  t u r a l  l a b o u r e r  1

B u s i n e s s  2

Government  j o b  3

3 4 P r o c e d u r e s  o f  d a t a  co l  l e c t i o n

Data  c o l l e c t i o n  was made t hr ough  d i r e c t  p e r s o n a  1 

i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  the  r e s p o n d e n t s  Af  t e r  the  f i n a l i s a t i o n  o f  

v a r i a b l e s  under  s t ud y  and d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  e x p e r t s  a d r a f t  

i n t e r v i e w  s c h e d u l e  was p r e p a r e d  a nd  p r e t e s t e d  among  t e n  

1a b o u r e r s  E r r o r s  were  e l i m i n a t e d  and m o d i f i c a t i o n s  were  

made in the  f i n a l  i n t e r v i e w  s c h e du l e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  use  a t  the  

t ime o f  i n t e r v i e w  The f o rmat  o f  the  i n t e r v i e w  s c h e d u l e  i s  

g i v e n  in Ap pend i x  I I I

T h e  d a t a  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h s  o f  

F e b r u a r y  A p r i l  and May o f  1994 A l l  the  120 r e s p o n d en t s  

who were  a g r l c u 1t u r a 1 1a b o u r e r s  were  l n t e r v l e w e d  d i r e c t 1y by

the  r e s e a r c h e r  h i m s e l f  The r e s p o n d e n t s  were  met e i t h e r  in  

t h e i r  homes o r  a t  t he  w o r k i n g  p l a c e s  The  i n t e r v i e w  was  

c o n d u c t e d  i n  a n a t u r a 1 c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  m a nne r  an d  t h e i r  

r e s p o n s e s  l o r  t he  v a r i o u s  q u e s t i o n s  was  r e c o r d e d  in  t h e  

s c h e d u 1e i t s e l f
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S i nc e  t h i s  s t u d y  form o n l y  a p a r t  o f  the academic  

programme o f  the  r e s e a r c h e r  and  t he  t i m e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  was  

l i m i t e d  the  p e r i o d  o f  s t ud y  was c o n f i n e d  to one y ea r  Data  

was c o l l e c t e d  f o r  v a r i o u s  i tems m  the q u e s t i o n a i r e  b a s e d  on 

the r e s p e c t i v e  f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  f o r  the i mmed ia t e l y  p r eced ed  

yea r

3 6 S t a t i s t i c a l  t o o l s  u sed

The d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  f rom the r e s p o n d e n t s  were  coded  

t a b u l a t e d  and a n a l y s e d  ( S n ed e co r  and Cochran  1967)

Mean s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  v a r z a f ion  

and c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  w e r e  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  t o o l s  

employed to draw i n f e r e n c e s  f rom the d a t a  L i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  

a n a l j s i s  was  a l s o  done  f o r  i m p o r t a n t  v a r i a b l e s  s u c h  a s  

i n c o m e  e x p e n d i t u r e  a n d  i n d e b t e d n e s s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e i r  

dependence  on the v a r i a b l e s  v i z  employment>f a m l 1y s i z e  age  

h o l d i n g  s i z e  e t c  a n d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  f i t t e d  

r e g r e s s i o n  was t e s t e d

3 5 Pe r io d  o f  study
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The r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  from the s t udv  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  

and d i s c u s s e d  under  the f o l l o w i n g  heads

4 1 Gene r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the sample househo lds

4 2 D e t a i l s  o f  employment o f  the ALHH

4 3 Working  c o n d i t i o n s  wage r a t e s  and mode o f  payment of  
wages

4 4 Land h o l d i n g  p a t t e r n  and c u l t i v a t i o n  d e t a i l s  o f  the  
sample  househo lds

4 5 P o s s e s s i o n  ol  f arm i mp l e me nt s  c on su me r  d u r a b l e s
permanent a s s e t s  and 1i v es t oc k  among the ALHH

4 6 Income l e v e l s  o f  the ALHH

4 7 E xp en d i t u r e  p a t t e r n  o f  the ALHH

4 8 Extent  o f  p o v e r t y  among the ALHH

4 9 Suppor t  to the ALHH through  v a r i o u s  w e l f a r e  programmes

4 10 S a v i n g s  and e x t e n t  o f  i n d e b t e d n e s s  o f  t he  s a mp l e  
h o u se ho 1ds

4 11 P r o f i l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  the ALHH

4 12 Leve l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and t r a d e  unioni sm

4 1 Gene r a l  d e s c r l p t i o n  o f  the  sample househoIds

4 1 1  R e l i g i o n  and c a s t e

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the r e s pond en t s  based  on 

t h e i r  c a s t e  r e l i g i o n  i s  g i v e n  i n  t a b l e  4 1 1  The

4 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
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Tab l e  4 1 1

Cas te 
Re 1lg ion

Hi ndu 

Ch r i s t l an

Tota 1

R e l i g i o n  and caste  of  the sample households

Schedu1ed 
caste

Backward
caste

T orward
cas te

Total

63
( 5 1 )

26
( 22  ) ( 1 3 )

16 105 
( 87 5 )

3 
( 2 )

12
( 1 0 ) (0 )

15 
( 12  5 )

66
(55)

38 16 120
( 3 2 )  ( 1 3 )  ( 1 0 0 )

( F i gu r es  in parantheses  denote percentage  to t o t a l )
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r e s p o n d e n t s  u n d e r  s t u d y  w e r e  H i n d u s  ( 8 7  5 p e r  c e n t )  and  

C h r i s t i a n s  ( 1 2  5 p e r c e n t )  o n l y  Among t h e s e  55 p e r  c e n t  

b e l o n g e d  t o  s c h e d u l e d  c a s t e s  n a m e l y  C h e r a m a r  P u l a y a  and  

Sambava w h i l e  32 p e r  cent  b e l o n g e d  to Nadar  community which  

i s  a b a c k w a r d  c l a s s  O n l y  13 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s a m p l e  

h o u s e h o l d s  b e l o n g e d  to f o r w a r d  c a s t e  b e i n g  ma in l y  N a i r s

Th e  r e s u l t s  r e v e a l  t h a t  m a i n l y  t h e  s o c i a l l y  

backward  s e c t i o n s  b e l o n g e d  to the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  c l a s s  

The r e s u l t s  a r e  in ag reement  w i t h  the  f i n d i n g s  o f  Sundaram 

( 19 7 3 )  and M i s h r a  ( 1979 )

Th e  s e x - r a t i o  ( p r o p o r t i o n  o f  f e m a l e  a n d  m a l e  

members ) among the  s e 1e c t e d  h ou s e h o Id s  was 0 983 whe rea s  the  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  f i g u r e s  a r e  1 03b and 0 929 

r e s p e c t i v e l y  ( Census  r e p o r t  1991)

4 1 2  Fa mi l y  t y p e  and f a mi l y  s i z e

T a b l e  4 1 2  r e v e a l  t ha t  M a j o r i t y  o f  the h ou s e h o l d s  

were  o f  n u c l e a r  t ype  (93 p e r  c e n t )  and o n l y  s i x  p e r  c ent  were  

o f  e x t e n d e d  j o i n t  t ype  one  p e r s o n  was  f o u n d  to  h a v e  no 

f a mi l y  l i v e d  a s  s i n g l e



a Ho u se ho 1ds

C h a r a c t e r s  Number P e r c e n t a g e

1 Fami l y  t ype

S i ng l e  1 1

J o i n t  9 6

N u c l e a r  112 93

2 F ami l y  s i z e

< 4  8b 72

> 4  34 28

3 Hous i ng  c o n d i t i o n

Hut 5 4

Thatched  73 61

T i l e d  42 35

4 Ownersh ip

Owned 118 98

Rented 2 2

5 E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n

E l e c t r i f i e d  65 54

Not e l e c t r i f i e d  55 46

b Respondent s

1 Age

< 36 26 22

36 55 76 63

> 5b 18 15

2 Sex

Mal e  115 9b

Female  5 4

Tab 1 c 4 1 2 Bas i c  particulars of the respondents/househo1ds



F a mi l y  s i z e  r a n g e d  f rom 1 8 p e r s o n s  w i t h  an a v e r a g e  

o f  f o u r  I n  72 p e r  c e n t  o f  the  h o u s e h o l d s  the  maximum s i z e  

o f  f a m i l y  was  f o u r  w h i l e  28 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d s  

r e c o r d e d  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  more t han  f o u r  members The f a m i l y  

t ype  and s i z e  d i d n o t  have  v a r i a t i o n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  to d i f f e r e n t  

c a s t e s  o r  r e l i g i o n s

4 1 3  H o u s i n g  c o n d i t i o n  O w n e r s h i p  and E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n

M a j o r  t y  o f  the  popu l  a t  i on  (61 p e r  c e n t ) 1 i v ed  in

t h a t c h e d  h o u s e s  T h i r t y  f  l ve  p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  h o u s e h o l d s  had 

p u c c a  h o u s e s  w i t h  t i l e d  r o o f  a n d  f o u r  p e r  c e n t  l i v e d  i n  

k ut cha  t ype  h u t s  On l y  two p e r  c e n t  l i v e d  in  r e n t e d  houses  

w he re a s  the  o t h e r s  had own h o u s e s  F o r t y  s i x  p e r  c ent  o f  the  

ho u s e s  we r e  no t  e l e c t r i f i e d  and f o r t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  houses  

were  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  e l e c t r i c i t y  ( v i d e  t a b l e  4 1 2 )  und e r  the  

f r e e  c o n n e c t i o n  q u o t a  wh i ch  i s  a  r e c e n t  p o l i c y  change  by the  

government  Most  o f  the  h o u s e s  we r e  r e c e n t l y  r e n o v a t e d  w i t h  

the  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t h r o u g h  programmes  l i k e  IRDP from 

e x t e r n a l  a g e n c i e s  e t c  T h e s e  r e s u l t s  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  p o o r  

c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  p r e v a l 1ed i n  t h e s e  h o u s e h o I d s  t i l l  r e c e n t l y

4 1 4  Age  and  s e x  o f  t he  r e s p o n d e n t s

The a g e  o f  t he  r e s p o n d e n t s  put  under  s t u d y  r anged  

f rom 23 to  72 w i t h  an a v e r a g e  o f  44 y e a r s  S i x t y  t h r e e  pe r



cent  o f  the  1 a b o u r e r s  was in the  a g e  g roup  36-54 y e a r s  22 

p e r  cent  were  y o u n g s t e r s  b e l ow  35 y e a r s  o f  a g e  whi  1 e 15 per  

cent  was o f  o l d  age  ( a b o v e  55 y e a r s )  Mal e  members headed 96 

pe r  cent  o f  the  h ou s e h o l d s  w h i l e  f e ma l e  neaded f a m i l i e s  were  

o n l y  4 pe r  cent  ( v i d e  t a b l e  4 1 2 )

4 1 5  E d u c a t i on

The e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a t u s  o f  the  r e s p o n d en t s  i s  g i v e n  

in t a b l e  4 1 3 T h i r t y o n e  p e r  c ent  o f  the  r e s p o n d e nt s  were  

i l l i t e r a t e  45 pe r  cent  had s c h o o l i n g  up t o  p r i m a r y  l e v e l  and  

20 p e r  c e n t  u p t o  mi d d l e  c l a s s e s  On l y  4 p e r  c e n t  had  

comp 1e t e d  h i g h  s c h o o 1 e d u c a t i o n  I t  was a l s o  o b s e r v e d  tha t  

m a j o r i t y  o f  the  i l l i t e r a t e s  ( 70  p e r  c e n t )  were  in the age  

g r o up  above  55 y e a r s

The low l i t e r a c y  1 e v e  1 may be  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  

poor  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l e d  a t  t ho se  t imes  o f  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  

wi t h  r e s p e c t  t o  the  s o c i o  economic  s t a t u s  Sankar  ( 1985 )  and  

F a t h i m a  ( 1 9 9 3 )  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e i r  

s t u d i e s

4 2 Employment s t a t u s

The s t u d y  was c o n f 1 ned to A g r i c u l t u r a l  1a b o u r e r s  

and  h en c e  t he  main o c c u p a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  was
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Table 4 1

Rel lgion

Hindu

Christian

Total

3 Education levels of  the respondents

Education level
Caste 111i terate Primary

School
Middle
School

High 
Schoo1

col le 
giate

Total

rc 7 5 3 1 U 16
(b; (4) (2) (1) (U) (13)

Bt 8 1 i 4 1 0 26
(b) (12) (3) (1) (0) (22)

SC 13 27 15 2 0 b3
(15) (23) (13) (1) (0) (53)

FC U 0 0 0 0 0
(0) (0) (0) (0) (0) (0)

BC 3 7 1 1 0 12
(2) (b) (1) (1) (0) (10)

SC 0 2 1 0 0 3
(0) (1) (1) (0) (0) (2)

37 54 24 5 0 120
(31) (45) (20) (4) (0) (100)

( f igures m brackets denote percentage to total )



r e s o r t e d  to o t h e r  works  a l s o  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  main o c c u p a t i o n  

a l o n e  c o u l d n  t make t h e i r  b o t h  e n d s  meet  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  

y e a r  E i g h t y  pe r  c ent  o f  the r e s p o n d e n t s  engag ed  in head  

l oad works^ 10 pe r  cent  had u n s k i l l e d  l a b o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  and 

14 pe r  cent  engaged  t he ms e l v e s  in  h ou s e h o l d  a c t i v i t i e s  and 

o t h e r  t ype s  o f  works

They worked f o r  220 days  pe r  y e a r  on an a v e r a g e  

wh ic h  i n c l u d e d  b o t h  main  and o t h e r  o c c u p a t i o n s  e i t h e r  a s  

h i r e d  or  s e l f  l a b o u r  As h i r e d  l a b o u r  t h e s e  p e o p l e  cou l d  

f i n d  employment f o r  187 days  o n l y  p e r  y e a r  on an a v e r a g e

T h e s e  r e s u l t s  s h o w  t h a t  e n o u g h  e m p l o y m e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  no t  p r o v i d e d  f o r  them to  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  

n e c e s s i t i e s  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  

Department  o f  Economics  and S t a t i s t i c s  (Government  o f  K e r a l a  

1988)  and t ha t  o f  Puhazhendi  ( 19 8 0 )  a r e  in agreement  w i th  

the  p r e s e n t  r e s u l t s  T h i s  e c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n  make them 

engage  in s e l f  employment in a g r i c u l t u r e  by l e a s i n g  in l and  

I n  t h e  s t u d y  i t  w a s  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  39 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  

h o u s e h o 1 ds had 1 e a s e d  in 1 and f o r  a g r i c u 1 t u r a 1 p u r po s e s  so 

t ha t  they  can improve  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  l i t t l e

agr 1 cu 1 tura 1 1 abour Some of the respondents (32 per cent)
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T a b l e  4 2 1  E x t e n t  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  
( i n  m a nd a ys  p e r  v e a r J

f a t t e r n  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  Number  P e r c e n t

F u 11y e m p l o y e d  6 5
( m o r e  t h a n  3U0 m a n d a y s )

M o d e r a t e l y  u n d e r e m p l o y e d  8 0  67
(2U1 J 0 0  man d a y s )

S e v e r e l y  u n d e r e m p l o y e d  3 4  28
( l e s s  t h a n  2U0  man d a > s )

T o t a l  1 2 0  100
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The l e v e l s  o f  employment and under  employment w i l l  

be more c 1 e a r  f rom tab  1e 4 2 1

C o n s i d e r i n g  300 mandays as  the minimum requi rement  

f o r  f u l l  employment ( Pandey  1957) i t  was ob se r ved  that  on ly  

5 pe r  cent  o f  the  r e s pon d en t s  was f u l l y  employed ( i n c l u d i n g  

s e l f  e m p l o y m e n t  a l s o )  S i x t y  s e v e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e

respondent s  were m od er a t e l y  under  employed w i th  employment  

f o r  201-300 mandays whi l e  28 pe r  cent  were s eve r e  ly  under  

employed w i t h  l e s s  than 200 mandays o f  employment per  yea r

Th i s  b r i n g s  out  the  f a c t  tha t  l a c k  of  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

o f  e m p l o y m e n t  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  a m a j o r  p r o b l e m  f o r  t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  Th i s  may be one of  the r ea sons  f o r  

t h e i r  low economic s t a t u s  P a m c k e r  ( 1978 )  Sankar  (1985)

and B a n e r j e e  ( 1 9 9 3 )  had r e p o r t e d  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e i r  

s t u d i e s

The employment s t a t u s  o f  the members o f  the sample  

h o u s e h o l d s  i s  g i v e n  i n  t a b l e  4 2 2  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

h ouseho l d s  based  on number o f  e a r n i n g  members w i th  r e s pe c t  to 

s o c i a l  b a ck  g r o u n d  and f a m i l y  s i z e  r e v e a l e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

r e s u I t s
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Tab l e  4 2 2  D i s t r i b u t i o n  of  sample households based on 
number of  earn ing  members

Fact or
Number of  Households  
No of  earning  members

one two three above Total

I Tami ly typ<
S i ng l e 1 0 U 0 1

( 10 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 100 )

To int 0 2 2 1 5
( 0 ) ( 40 ) (40) ( 2 0 ) ( 10 0 )

Nuclear 40 50 21 3 114
(35) (45 ) (18 ) ( 3 ) ( 100 )

2 R e l i g i o n
Hindu 34 47 20 4 105

(32) (45) (19 ) ( 4 ) ( 10 0 )

C h r l s t l a n  7 5 3 0 15
(47) (33) ( 2 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 10 0 )

3 Caste
FC 8 6 1 1 16

(50) (38 ) ( 6 ) ( 6 ) ( 1 0 0 )

BC 15 15 8 0 38
(39) (39) ( 2 2 ) ( 0 ) ( 10 0 )

SL 18 31 14 3 bb
(27 ) (47 ) ( 2 1 ) ( 5 ) ( 10 0 )

4 f ami l y  s i z e
Smal1 < 4 34 39 12 1 86

( 39 ) (4b ) (14) ( 1 ) ( 10 0 )

Largo > 4 7 13 1 1 3 34
( 2 1 ) ( 38) (32 ) ( 9 ) ( 10 0 )

Total 41 52 23 4 120
( 34) (43) (19) ( 4 ) ( 100 )

( T i g  in parantheses  denote percentage  to group t o t a l )
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T h i r t y  f o u r  43 and 19 p e r  cent  o f  the  hou se ho l d s  

h a d  o n e  two  a n d  t h r e e  e a r n i n g  m e m b e r s  p e r  h o u s e h o l d  

r e s p e c t i v e l y  and o n l y  f o u r  pe r  cent  o f  the h ou s e h o ld s  had 

more than t h r e e  e a r n i n g  members each

C o n s i d e r i n g  the f a m i l y  t ype  o n l y  t h r e e  per  cent  o f  

n u c l e a r  t y p e  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  h ad  mor e  t h a n  t h r e e  e a r n i n g  

members and 35 44 and 18 pe r  c e n t s  had one two and t h r e e

e a r n l n g  members  e a c h  r e s p e c t i v e l y  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  j o i n t

f a m i l i e s  40 per  c ent  each o f  the  h o u s e h o ld s  had two o r  t h r ee  

e a r n i n g  members and 20 p e r  cent  had more than t h r e e  e a r n i n g

m e m b e r s  No s p e c i f i c  p a t t e r n  wa s  o b s e r v e d  on  t h e

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  ho u s e ho I d s  b a s e d  on number o f  e a r n i n g  members 

v e r s u s  r e l i g i o n  c a s t e  and f a m i l y  s i z e  a s  s e e n  f r o m  t h e  

t a b l  e

The e a r n e r  dependent  r a t i o  w i l l  throw more l i g h t  on

the l e v e l  o f  employment and unemployment i n  a f a m i l y  ( T a b l e  

4 2 3 )  The a v e r a g e  number o f  e a r n i n g  member pe r  h ou s e ho l d  

was two though the  a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f  f a m i l y  was f o u r  The  

empl oyment  l e v e l  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a n n u a l  i n c ome  o f  t h e  

h o u se h o 1ds r e v e a 1 ed tha t  none o f  the  h o u s e h o 1ds had a v e r a g e  

annua l  income l e s s  than Rs 15000 pe r  y e a r  ( I q )  Hence in  

the d i s c u s s i o n  h e r e  a f t e r  the  income l e v e l s  a r e  c a t e g o r i s e d  

as  I j  I 2 I 3 and I 4 as  g i v e n  in the  t a b l e  4 2 3
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Table 4 2 3  Economic status of the households

Annua 1 income no of Average Earners Dependancy 
(Rs ) ALHH Family per rat io

size ALHH

< 15000 ( I 0 ) 0 0 0

15001 30 0)0  CI1> 78 3 7  1 7
(65)

30001 45000 ( I 9) 28 4 4  2 3
(23)

(3 )

0 53

0 46

45001 60000 <I3 ) 11 4 8  2 2  0 55
(9 )

> 60000 ( I 4 ) 3 4 3  2 0 54

Overall 120 3 9 1 9 0 52
( 100)

(Fig m parantheses denote percentage to total )

Percentage 
of  earners 
to total No

0

46 8 

53 b

45 3

46 2

47 8



D e pe n de n c y  r a t i o  ( number  o f  d e p e n d e n t s  t o  t o t a l  

number )  r ange d  f rom 0 46 to 0 55 w i t h  an a v e r a g e  o f  0 52 

The p e r c e n t a g e  o f  e a r n e r s  to t o t a l  number r anged  from 45 3 to  

53 6 w i t h  an a v e r a g e  o f  47 8 I n  a l  1 the income c l a s s e s  

e xc ep t  I 2 the dependent s  out  numbered the  e a r n e r s

The r e s u l t s  showed t ha t  among the sample  as  a whole  

more p e o p l e  d e p e n d e d  on t he  i n c ome  g e n e r a t e d  by  l e s s e r  

p e o p l e  The a v e r a g e  d e p e n d e n c y  r a t i o  o f  0 52 r e v e a l s  an  

u n h e a l t h y  t r e nd  o f  the economic  s t a t u s  o f  the  ALHH T h i s  may 

be due to the  l a c k  o f  the  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to them 

A r e p o r t  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E c o n o m i c s  a n d  

S t a t i s t i c s  (Government  o f  K e r a l a  1988)  c i t e d  188 mandays o f  

employment f o r  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  i n  the  l a t e  e i g h t i e s  

In the  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  the  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  f i g u r e  was o b t a i n e d  

as  187 f o r  h i r e d  l a b o u r e r  T h i s  b r i n g s  to the c o n c l u s i o n  

tha t  no improvement  l n erap1oyment g e n e r a t i o n  in a g r i c u 1 t u r a 1 

s e c t o r  has  o c c u r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  4 5 y e a r s  l e a d i n g  t o  

d e c l i n e  in the economic  s t a t u s  o f  the ALHH However  s l i g h t  

v a r i a t i o n s  can o c c u r  on the  number o f  days  o f  employment in  

a y e a r  s i n e e  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  h i g h l y  dependent  on wea the r  A 

good a g r i c u l t u r a l  y e a r  p r o v i d e  more a g r i c u l t u r a l  employment  

and v i c e  v e r s a  f o r  a bad a g r l c u 1t u r a 1 y e a r  T h l s  was p o in t ed
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out  by Unni  ( 1988)  in h i s  s t u d y  t ha t  t he r e  i s  no s p e c i f i c  

t rend  in the  annua 1 number o f  days  o f  emp1 oyment pe r  worke r  

the r e l a t i o n s h i p  seem to be w i t h  good or  bad a g r i c u l t u r a l  

y e a r  A s i g n i f i c a n t  n e g a t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  ( r  -  0 4866)  was  

o b s e r v e d  be tween  the number o f  days  employed and age  o f  the  

r espondent s  l n d i c a t i n g  the  l n v e r s e  r e  1 a t l o n s h i p  be tween  the  

two

4 3 Work ing  c o n d i t i o n s  Wage r a t e s  and Modes o f  p a y * e n t  o f  

wages

A l a b o u r  manday was c o n s i d e r e d  to be  e i g h t  hou r s  o f  

work w i t h  a b r e a k  o f  one hour  thus  wo r k i ng  e f f e c t i v e l y  f o r  

seven  hours  A l l  the r e s p o n d e n t s  a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  

wo r ke d  e i t h e r  i n  wet  l a n d  o r  d r y / g a r d e n  l a n d  a nd  w e r e  

g e n e r a  1 1 y e n g a g e d  i n  d i g g i n g  p l o u g h i n g  a nd  l e v e l l i n g  

p r e p a r i n g  coconut  b a s i n s  t a k i n g  t a p i o c a  mounds and open i ng  

p i t s  f o r  p l a n t i n g  b a n a n a  As  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r  some had  

subs  i d l a r y  o c c u p a t i o n s  a l s o

The wage r a t e s  v a r l e d  f o r  d l f  f e r e n t  a g r l c u 1t u r a 1 

o p e r a t i o n s  r ang ed  f rom Rs 50 to Rs 68 f o r  male  l a b o u r e r s  

w i t h  an a v e r a g e  o f  Rs 62 and p a i s e  40 For f ema l e  l a b o u r e r s  

wages  r ang ed  be tween  Rs 40 and Rs 50 w i t h  an a v e r a g e  o f  Rs 

47 and p a i s e  20



The minimum wages  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  f i x e d  

by t he  Government  o f  K e r a l a  ( w i t h  e f f e c t  f rom 01 04 1992)  a t  

p r e s e n t  f o r  v a r i o u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e  as  f o l l o w s

1 Men l a b o u r e r s  f o r  d o i n g  o r d i n a r y  heavy  l a bo u r  

l i k e  d i g g i n g  p r e p a r i n g  b a s i n  e t c  ( e i g h t  h o u r s )  Rs40  and  

p a i s e  20 p e r  day

2 F e m a l e  l a b o u r e r s  d o i n g  l i g h t  t y p e  o f  w o r k s  

( w e e d i n g  e t c  )  f o r  e i g h t  hou r s  Rs30 pe r  day f o r  p l o u g h i n g  

and f o r  t r a n s p l a n t i n g  t h e r e  a r e  s l i g h t  v a r i a t i o n s

The r e s p o n d e n t s  unde r  s t u d y  were  found to r e c e i v e  

h i g h e r  wages  than  t ho se  p r e s c r i b e d  by  the government  Here  

e v e n  a f e m a l e  l a b o u r e r  e a r n e d  a w a g e  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t  

p r e s c r i b e d  by the  government  f o r  a male c o u n t e r p a r t  The 

r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s t ud y  i s  on p a r  w i t h  the  o b s e r v a t i o n s  made by 

P a n i c k e r  ( 1978 )  and Baby ( 19 8 6 )  R e g a r d i n g  the d i s p a r i t y  o f  

wages  among the  male  and f e ma l e  l a b o u r e r s  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  

have  been  p o i n t e d  out  by Venkata raman ( 1987 )  and Jo se  ( 1988 )

These  wages  have  b e en  p a i d  i n  cash  e xc e p t  in the  

c a s e  o f  coconut  c l i m b e r s  who r e c e i v e d  i t  bo t h  a s  c a sh  and 

kind  73 p e r c e n t  o f  the  wages  b e i n g  p a i d  in cash  ( a v e r a g e  Rs



50)  and the r e s t  as  k ind  ( a v e r a g e  va 1 ue Rs 18)  Most o f  the  

l a b o u r e r s  p r e f e r e d  wages  a s  cash  o n l y

High  consumpt ion  e x p e n d l t u r e  i n  the s t a t e  may be  

one o f  the r e a s o n s  f o r  the  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  h i g h e r  wage r a t e s  

Another  r e a s o n  tha t  can be  c i t e d  i s  the  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  h i g h e r  

e d u c a t i o n  1 eve  1 o f  the  1a b o u r e r s  be 1ow the  age  o f  55 and the  

consequent  b a r g a i n i n g  s t r e n g t h  S i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  have  been  

r e p o r t e d  by Baby ( 1 9 8 6 )  and S r l v a s t a v a  ( 1 98 6 )

4 4 Land h o l d i n g  p a t t e r n  and c u l t i v a t i o n  d e t a i l s

The f r e q u e n c y  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the  h o us e ho I d s  based  

on the  s i z e  o f  the h o l d i n g  (1 and a r e a  in c e n t s )  w i t h  r e s p e c t  

to v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  and f a m i l y  s i z e  i s  g i v e n  in t a b l e  

4 4 1

S i x t y  one pe r  c ent  o f  the  house  ho 1ds  had own land  

w i t h  an a r e a  l e s s  than 10 c e n t s  Among t he se  some had in f a c t  

no l and a t  a l l  (who were  y e t  to g e t  t h e i r  t i t l e  deeds  f rom 

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t )  S e v e n t e e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  h o l d s  

p o s s e s s e d  10 20 c e n t s  s i x  p e r c e n t  had 20 30 c e n t s  and

seven  p e r  cent  had h o l d i n g s  o f  s i z e  30 40 c e n t s  On ly  n ine

pe r  cent  o f  the samp 1e h ou s e h o Id s  owned more than 40 c e n t s  o f  

l a n d  The a b o v e  f i g u r e s  a r e  i n c l u s i v e  o f  b o t h  we t  and  

d r y / g a r d e n  l ands
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Table 4 4 1  Land 1 aiding pattern of the Households

Land owned (cents)
Category 0-10 10 20 20 40 30 -  40 > 40 Total

1 Family type
Single 1 0 0 0 0 1

(100) (0) (0) (0) (0) (100)

Joint 4 u 0 1 1 6
(bb) (0) (0) (17) (17) (100)

Nuclear b8 21 7 7 10 113
(61) (18) (6) (6) (9) (100)

2 Religion
Hindu b6 18 6 8 7 105

(63) (17) (6) (7) (7) (100)

Christian 7 3 1 0 4 15
(47) (20) (7) (0) (2b) (100)

3 Caste
FC 4 4 2 2 4 lb

(25) (25) (12 5) (12 5) (25) (100)

B. 17 10 3 1 7 38
(4b) (26) (8) (2) (18) (100)

SL 52 7 2 5 0 b6
(80) (10) (3) (7) (0) (100)

4 Family size
Smal1 < 4 59 13 5 4 5 8b

(b8) (15) (6) (5) (6) (100)

Large > 4 14 8 2 4 6 34
(41) (23) (6) (12) (18) (100)

Total 73 21 7 8 11 120
(61) (17) (6) (7) (9) (100)

—  —  ---- __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(Figures in parantheses denote percentage to group total )
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C o n s i d e r i n g  t he  c a s t e  w i s e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i t  was  

o b s e r v e d  tha t  90 p e r  c ent  o f  the  h o u s e h o l d s  b e l o n g i n g  to the  

s ch e d u l e d  c a s t e s  p o s s e s s e d  o n l y  l e s s  than 20 c e n t s  on t h e i r  

own and none among t he  SC h o u s e h o l d s  had h o l d i n g s  above  40 

c e n t s  In  the  c as e  o f  f o r w a r d  c a s t e  house  h o l d s  25 pe r  cent  

p o s s e s s e d  more than 40 c en t s  each and an equa 1 p r o p o r t  i on  

had h o l d i n g s  i n  the  r a n g e  20 40 c e nt s

The r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  i n d i c a t e  tha t  m a j o r i t y  o f  the

ALHH had o n l y  a l i t t l e  a r e a  o f  l and a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l  Even

i f  t hey  w i s h  to do f a rm i n g  as  b u s i n e s s  non p o s s e s s i o n  of  

h o l d i n g s  w i l l  b e  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s t r a i n t  Th e  

a l t e r n a t i v e  l e f t  i s  t o  l e a s e  i n  l a n d  T h e  ALHH w e r e

i n t e r e s t e d  in l e a s i n g  i n  l and f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  w i th  the  two

f o l d  o b j e c t i v e  o f  i ncome and e m p l o y m e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  f o r  

i mpr ov i ng  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  I t  was o b s e r v e d  tha t  in 

m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  c a s e s  t he  a r e a  l e a s e d  i n  by  t h e  s a m p l e  

h o u s e h o l d s  was a l s o  s m a l 1 up to 25 c e n t s

The r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  in the s t ud y  w i t h  r e g a r d  to

the t o t a l  a r e a  and a r e a  under  c u 1t i v a t i o n  ( l and  use  p a t t e r n )  

o f  the  sampl e  house  h o l d s  a r e  g i v e n  t a b l e  4 4 2



85

Tabl e  4 4 2 T and use p a H e r n  of  the household!

Holding s i z e  No of  Average s i z e  Averege s i ze  
( c e n t s )  ALHH of  ho 1 ding of c u 111vatod

( c e n t s )  a r ea  ( c en t s )
own l eased in

0 10 73 6 6  1 2  2 3
(61 )

10 20 21 lb 0 3 1 15 1
(18)

20 30 7 24 3 43 4 b4 7
( 6 )

30 40 8 3b 1 24 1 57 1
( b )

> 4 0  11 b8 2 45 7 109 8
( 9 )

Overa 1 1 120 16 71 3 6 21 b8
( 100)

( F i gu r es  in parantheses  denote percentage  to t o t a l )

Ratio

0 35

1 06 

2 66 

1 58 

1 bl

1 35
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S i x t y  one p e r  c en t  ot the  f a m i l i e s  t ha t  had o n l y

l e s s  than  10 c e n t s  o f  t h e i r  own had an a v e r a g e  h o l d i n g  s i z e

o f  6 b c e n t s  and a v e r a g e  c u l t i v a t e d  a r e a  o f  2 3 c e n t s  The

a v e r a g e  h o l d i n g  s i z e  r a n ge d  f rom 6 6 t o  68 2 c e n t s  w i t h  an

o v e r a l 1 a v e r a g e  o f  l b  7 c e n t s  w h i l e  t h e  a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f

c u l t i v a t e d  a r e a  r a n g e d  f r o m  2 3 t o  109 8 c e n t s  w i t h  a n

o v e r a l l  a v e r a g e  o f  21 7 c e n t s  ( T h i s  i n c l u d e d  l e a s e d  in  l and  

a l s o )  The p r o p o r t  i on  o f  c u l t i v a t e d  a r e a  to t o t a l  own a r e a  

was an a v e r a g e  1 35 w i t h  the  maximum r a t i o  b e i n g  2 66 which  

was e s t i m a t e d  f rom t h e s e  ALHH who owned 20 -  30 c e n t s  o f

l and  R e s p o n d e n t s  who owned l e s s  than 10 c e n t s  o f  l and  were  

n o t  f o u n d  t o  c u l t i v a t e  u s u a l l y  i n  l e a s e d  i n  l a n d  w h i l e  

m a j o r l t y  o f  t he  ALHH who had more than  20 c e n t s  o f  own 1 and

d i d  c u l t i v a t e  i n  l e a s e d  in  l a n ds  a l s o  The p r o p o r t i o n  o f

c u l t i v a t e d  l and  showed an i n c r e a s i n g  t r e n d  in  tune  w i t h  the

p o s s e s s i o n  o f  own l a n d  The  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  may b e  t h e

i n s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  a r e a  to be  u t i l i s e d  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  a p a r t  

f rom t h e i r  u t i l i t y  p u r p o s e s  such  as  house  c a t t l e  shed  e t c

The ALHH who p o s s e s s e d  more than  20 c e n t s  o f  l and c o u l d  keep

a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  a r e a  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  i n  a d d i t i o n  to the  

l e a s e d  i n  l a n d s  Lack  o f  c a p i t a l  was a l s o  a r e a s o n  f o r  not  

l e a s i n g  i n  l a n d  among t h o s e  who o w n e d  l e s s  a r e a  T h i s  

c a t e g o r y  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  may not  be in  a p o s i t i o n  to  adva nc e  

the  money f o r  l e a s i n g  in
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Table 4 4

Crop
Not

Coconut

Paddy

Tapioca

Pepper

Vegetab l e s

Banana

Other crops

C u l t i v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  among the  s a m p l e  
househo1ds

Number of  households Average area
c u l t i v a t e d  C u l t i v a t ed  under each crop

( c e n t s )

17 103 8 2
( 15 )  (85)

107 13 46 2
(89)  (11)

7b 44 15 8
(63 )  (37)

117 3 3 3
(97)  ( 3 )

103 17 23 2
(85 )  (15)

63 b7 10 5
(44 )  (56)

108 12 33 4
(90)  ( 10 )

( F i gu r es  in parantheses  denote percentage  to tota l  of  each 
c r o p )
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As ment i oned  e a r l i e r  many o f  the  l a b o u r e r s  l e a s e  in  

l a n d  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  w i t h  a two  f o l d  o b j e c t i v e  t o  g e t  

employment and to d e r i v e  some income f rom i t  The r e s u l t s  

o b t a i n e d  a r e  i n  ag reement  w i t h  the  f i n d i n g s  o f  Sankar  ( 1986 )  

Baby ( 19 8 6 )  and Jose  ( 1988 )

The c u l t i v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  o f  the  sample  house  h o l d s  

a r e  g i v e n  in  t a b l e  4 4 3

Most o f  the sampl e  h o u s e h o l d s  were  g r o w i ng  coconut  

pa lms amount ing  to 85 p e r c e n t  o f  the  t o t a l  sample  w i t h  an  

a v e r a g e  a r e a  o f  8 2 c e n t s  I t  was f o l l o w e d  by banana  (56  

p e r c en t  o f  the  ALHH) w i t h  an a v e r a g e  a r e a  o f  10 5 c e n t s  and  

t a p i o c a  (37 pe r  c e n t )  w i t h  an a v e r a g e  a r e a  o f  15 8 c en t s  

Though paddy  was c u l t i v a t e d  o n l y  by 10 p e r  cent  o f  the  sample  

h o u s e h o l d s  the  a v e r a g e  a r e a  under  c u l t i v a t i o n  was f ound to 

be 46 2 c e n t s  Ten p e r  cent  o f  the  h o u s e h o l d s  used  on an 

a v e r a g e  33 4 c e n t s  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  c r o ps  l i k e  sweet  

p o t a t o  yams g i n g e r  amor phopha1l u s  p u l s e s  and b e t e l  v i n e  

O n l y  i n  t h r e e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  h o l d s  w a s  p e p p e r  

c u 1t i v a t e d

M a j o r i t y  o f  the  h o u s e h o l d s  (91 pe r  c e n t )  p o s s e s s e d  

an a r e a  l e s s  than 40 c e n t s  each  I n  t h i s  one cannot  expec t



to grow much c ro ps  t ha t  can improve t h e i r  income Paddy and 

t a p i o c a  b e i n g  t h e i r  main f ood  i tems they  may not be hav i ng  

m a rk e t a b l e  s u r p l u s  to improve t h e i r  income but  the  p roduce  

o f  t h e s e  w i l l  h e l p  them to m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  f a m i l y  t o  a 

c o n s i d e r a b i e  e x t e n t

The low s t a t u s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to the p o s s e s s i o n  o f  

l and has l i m i t e d  t h e i r  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  c r o p s  which has  l ead  to  

d e c r e a s e  m  income and t h e r e b y  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  p o s i t i o n  

S i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  showing  that  the  c u l t i v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  among 

the  farm l a b o u r  h o u s e h o l d s  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d  has  been  o b t a i n e d  

by Sankar  ( 1 9 8 5 )

4 5 P o s s e s s i o n  o f  f a r m  i m p l e m e n t s  c o n s u m e r  d u r a b l e s  

permanent  a s s e t s  and L i v e s t o c k  among t he  ALHH

The r e s u 11s u n d e r  t h i s  a r e  g i v e n  a nd  d i s c u s s e d  

under  the f o l l o w i n g  s u b - h e a d s

4 5 1  P o s s e s s i o n  o f  f arm implements  in the  ALHH 

4 5 2 P o s s e s s  i on  o f  consumer  d u r a b l e s  m  the ALHH

4 5 3  V a l u e  o f  permanent  a s s e t s  in the  ALHH

4 5 4  L i v e s t o c k  s t a t u s  o f  the  ALHH

The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  b a s e d  on t he  

v a l u e s  o f  t h e  f a r m  i m p l e m e n t s  c o n s u m e r  d u r a b l e s  a nd  

permanent  a s s e t s  i s  g i v e n  in t a b l e  4 5 1
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Ta b l e  4 5 1 C 1 a s s l f l r a t  ion o f  Househo lds  based  on v a l u e  o f  
f a r m  i m p l e m e n t s  c o n s u m e r  d u r a b l e s  and  
permanent a s s e t s

Farm implements  
Va lue  No of
(Rs ) ALHH

Consumer d u r a b I e s  
Va lue  No o f
(Rs ) ALHH

Permanent a s s e t s  
Va lue  No o f
(Rs ) ALHH

N j 1 7
( 6 )

1 100 13
( 10 )

< 500 54
(45 )

<25000 42
0 5 )

101 200 3 2 
( 2 f )

501 1000 28
( 2 3 )

25001 50000 44
0 7 )

201 300 31
(27 )

1001 1500 17
(14 )

50001 75000 17
( 1 4 )

301 400 16
( 1 3 )

1501-2000 5
( 4 )

75001 100000 5
( 4 )

> 401 21
( 1 7 )

> 2001 16
(14 )

> 100001 12
( 10)

Tota l 120
( 1 0 0 )

120 
( 100)

120
( 100)

( f i g u r e s  in pa r an t he se s  denote  p e r cen ta ge  to t o t a l )



4 5 1  P o s s e s s i o n  o f  f a rm i mp l ements  in  t he  ALHH

The common imp l ements  wh i ch  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  

n e e d s  f o r  h i s  wo r k  i n c l u d e  t h e  p l o u g h  s p a d e  p i c k  a x e  

s i c k l e s  b a s k e t s  s p r a y e r s  e t c  The l e v e l  o f  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  

t he se  and t h e i r  v a l u e s  h ave  b e en  c o n s i d e r e d  in  t h i s  s t u d y

T a b l e  4 5 1 r e v e a l s  t ha t  64 p e r  c en t  o f  the  ALHH 

p o s s e s s e d  f a rm impi ements  w o r t h  up to Rs 300 among wh i ch  10 

p e r  c e n t  p o s s e s s e d  i m p l e m e n t s  w o r t h  l e s s  t h a n  Rs 100 

T h i r t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  the  h o u s e h o l d s  had i mp l ements  w o r t h  more 

than  Rs 300 and s i x  p e r  c e n t  o f  the  h o u s e h o l d s  d i d n o t  seem 

to p o s s e s s  any  implement

S i x  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d s  p o s s e s s e d  own  

p l o u g h  95 p e r  c e n t  had s p a d e s  o f  wh i ch  49 p e r  c en t  had on 1y 

one spade  each  and 41 p e r  c e n t  had two s p a d e s  e ach  in  t h e i r  

p o s s e s s i o n  About  25 p e r  c en t  o f  the  l a b o u r e r s  p o s s e s s e d  

p i c k  a x e  b u t  o n l y  14 p e r  c e n t  o w n e d  s i c k l e  w h i c h  i s  

e s s e n t i a l  i n  h a r v e s t i n g  pa d dy  A l s o  o n l y  s i x  p e r  c e n t  had  

own s p r a y e r s  f o r  s p r a y i n g  p l a n t  p r o t e c t i o n  c h e m i c a l s

Most  o f  the  ALHH had to h i r e  imp l ements  f o r  work  

s i n c e  the  1e v e l  o f  p o s s e s s i o n  w i t h  them was  1ow T h i s  might
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a l s o  ha ve  c o n t r i b u t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f o r  t h e  l ow  l e v e l  o f  

c u l t i v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  among t he se  h o u se ho l d s

4 5 2  P o s s e s s i o n  o f  consumer  d u r a b l e s  in  t he  ALHH

The consumer  d u r a b l e  i t e m s  common l y  s e e n  i n  t h e  

h ou se ho I ds  i n c 1ude r ad  10 b i c y c l e  f u r n i t u r e  i r o n  TV e t c  

The l e v e l  o f  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e s e  i tems among the ALHH showed  

t h a t  45 p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  h o u s e h o  I d s  ha d  c o n s u m e r  d u r a b l e s  

wor th  l e s s  than Its 5U0 and 28 per  cent  p o s s e s s e d  i tems wor th  

Rs 500 -  999 On ly  14 p e r  cent  had d u r a b l e  i tems wor th  more 

than Rs 2000 ( v i d e  t a b l e  4 5 1 )

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  i t e m  w i s e  p o s s e s s i o n  i t  w as  

o b s e r v e d  t ha t  47 per  c ent  o f  the  sample  h o u s e h o l d s  had r a d i o  

B i c y c l e  was p o s s e s s e d  o n l y  by  17 p e r  cent  o f  the  h o u se ho l d s  

w h i l e  92 pe r  cent  p o s s e s s e d  f u r n i t u r e  However  more than 4 

i t ems  o f  t h e s e  was  o b s e r v e d  o n l y  i n  25 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  

h o u s e h o l d s  A f e w  ALHH ( l e s s  t h a n  5 p e r  c e n t )  p o s s e s s e d  

t e l e v i s i o n  s e t s  a l s o

I t  was  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t he  l e v e l  o f  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  

consumer d u r a b l e  i tems by the  ALHH was low T h i s  might  be 

due to the 1ow income o f  the  h o u s e h o I d s  f rom which the\ may 

not  a f f o r d  to buy consuner  d u r a b 1es



4 5 3  V a l u e  o f  permanent  a s s e t s  in the  ALHH

Permanent  a s s e t s  v a 1ue was c a 1c u 1a t e d  a s  the  sum of  

the  va  1 ues  o f  1 and house  go I d o rnaments  ( i f  a n y )  and any  

o t h e r  i t e m  o f  p e r m a n e n t  n a t u r e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  

h o u s e h o l d s  b a s e d  on t he  v a l u e  o f  p e r m a n e n t  ( t a b l e  4 5 1)

a s s e t s  showed  t h a t  o n l y  10  p e r  c e n t  had  p e r m a n e n t  a s s e t s  

wor th  more than Rs 100000 and 72 pe r  cent  o f  the  househo Ids  

a s s e t s  wo r th  l e s s  than Rs 50000 o n l y

S i g n i f i c a n t  and p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  were  o b s e r v e d  

be tween  v a l u e  o f  permanent  a s s e t s  and l and h o l d i n g  owned ( r 

0 8983 )  c u l t i v a t e d  a r e a  ( r  -  0 46^9 )  and f a m i l y  s i z e  ( r  

0 2709)

I t  can be  i n f e r r e d  t ha t  l and i s  the  main f a c t o r  

which  i n f  1 uences  the  v a 1ue o f  the  permanent  a s s e t s  and hat  

the p o s s e s s i o n  o f  i tems o f  permanent  n a t u r e  l i k e  g o l d  i s  o n l y  

meagre  among the  samp 1 e ho u s e h o I d s

4 5 4  L i v e s t o c k  s t a t u s  o f  t he  ALHH

In  t h i s  s t ud y  l i v e  s t o c k  ha«* been  c l a s s i f i e d  b r oa d  1 y 

i n t o  two a s  c a t t l e  and p o u 1t r>  C a t t 1es i n c 1uded mi l ch  cow 

h e i f e r s  b u f f a l o  g o a i , s  a n d  b u l l o c k s  u s e d  f o r  d r a u g h t  

p u r po s e s  P o u 1 t r y  lno Iuded hens and cocks
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Ta b l e  4 ^

(.a t L 1 e 
number

0

1

2

> J

Tota l

l i v e s t o c k  s t a t u s  of  the househo lds

No of  P o u l t r y  No of
ALHH number ALHH

59 0 39
( 4 9 )  ( 3 2 )

50 1 3  39
( 4 2 )  ( 3 2 )

10 4 b  2y
( 8 ) ( 24)

1 > 7  13
( 1 ) ( 12 )

120 120
( 100 ) ( 100 )

( F i g u r e s  in p a r an t he se s  l enote  p e r c en t age  to t o t a l )
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Resu * s  o b t a i n e d  in  the  t a b l e  4 5 2 show tha t  49 

pe r  c ent  o f  *he  ALHH d i d n o t  p o s s e s s  any c a t t l e  w h i l e  42 pe r  

cent  had one c a t t l e  each  in  p o s s e s s i o n  W h i 1e 32 p e r  c ent  o f  

t h e  s a m p l e  h o u s e h o l d s  d i d n o t  h a v e  p o u l t r y  a n  e q u a l  

p e r c e n t a g e  p o s s e s s e d  1 3 p o u 1 t r y  ( h e n s ) e ach  and 36 p e r  cent  

had more than  f o u r  p o u l t r y  o f  t h e i r  own

The 1 i v e s t o c k  s t a t u s  o f  the  househo  Ids  was in no 

way a b 1e to  improve t h e l r  econom i c  s t a t u s  T h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n

was to the  minimum o n l y  The r e a s o n  f o r  the  low p o s s e s s i o n

o f  c a t t l e  may be t h e i r  po o r  income s t a t u s  a s  t h i s  ha s  become  

e x p e n s l v e  a t  p r e s e n t

4 6 Income l e v e l s  o f  the  ALHH

I n c o m e  i s  t h e  m a i n  f a c t o r  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  

economic  s t a t u s  o f  the  ALHH The f r e q u e n c y  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

the  househo  I d s  b a s e d  on annua  1 1 ncome ( i n  Rs ) i s  g l v en  i n 

t a b l e  4 6 1

M a j o r i t y  o f  the  ALHH ( b5  pe r  c e n t )  had an annua l  

i ncome b e l o w  Rs 30000 23 p e r  c e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  r a n g e  Rs

J0000 -  Rs 45000 w h i l e  o n l y  12 p e r  c e n t  had income more

t h a n  Rs 45000  p e r  j e a r  C o m p a r i n g  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f

h o u s e h o l d s  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r s  and f a m i l y  s i z e
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Table 4 6 1 Disti lbution of Households based on annual income (Rs /year)

No of ALHH Income range
La tegory

15001 30000 30001 45000 45000-60000 > 60000 Total

1 Tamily typi 
Single 1

(100)
0

(0)
0

(0)
0

(0)
1

( 100)

Joint 3
(50)

2
(33)

0
(0)

1
(17)

6
( 100)

Nuclear 74
(65)

26
(23)

11
( 10)

2
(2)

113
( 100)

2 Religion  
Hindu 70

(67)
27

(25)
b

(b )
2

( 2 )
105

( 100)

Christian 8 
(53)

1
(7 )

5
(33)

1
(7 )

15
(100)

Caste
rc 10

(63) (25)
1
(6)

1
(6)

16
( 100)

BC 23
(61)

7
(18)

6
(16)

2
(5 )

38
( 100)

SC 45
(68)

17
(26)

4
(6)

0
(0)

66
(100)

4 Family s ize  
Small < 4 b2

(72)
17

(20)
5

(6)
2

(2)
86

( 100)

Large > 4 lb
(47)

11
(32)

6
(18)

1
(3 )

34
( 100)

Total 78
(b5 )

28
(23)

11
(9 )

3
(3 )

120
( 100)

(figu res  in paranthcses denote percentage to group to ta l)
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Table 4 b 2 Family income an 1 holding s ize  (own) o f the sample households

Income Area No of house holds
(Rs /year ccents; 0 10 10 20 20 30 30 40 > 40 Total

15001 3UU0U ( V 5J 11 4 3 2 78
(b8 ) (20 ) (5 ; (4 ) (3 ) (100)

10001 45000 ( I 2 ) n 2 2 3 2 28
(b 8 ) (7 ) (7 ) (11 ) (7 ) (10O)

45001 bOOOO ( I 3 ) 0 2 1 2 b 11
(0 ) (19 ) (9 ) (19 ) (53 ) (100)

> 60000 ( I 4 ) J 1 0 0 1 3
(33 3) (33 3) (0 ) (0 ) (33 3) (100)

Total 73 21 7 8 11 120
( b l ) (18 ) (6 ) (6 ) (9 ) (100)

(F ig ir e s  m  parantheses denote percentage to group t o t a l )
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i t  was seen that  in a l l  the ca se s  excep t  l a r g e  f a m i l i e s  

majority of  the households had annual income less  than Rs 

30000 whi le only 47 per cent of the la rge  fam i l i e s  belonged 

to the group 1 ^

Table 4 6 2 g ives a two way c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the 

households based on the annual income (Rs ) and total  land 

owned (cents )  I t  was observed that among the 65 per cent 

that belonged to the group 1  ̂ 68 per cent had an area less

than 10 cents and an equal percentage in I 2  a l so  had own

ho ld ings  l e s s  than 10 cents on ly  As h o l d i n g  s i z e  ro se  

income was seen to increase s i  nee 72 per cent in I 3 had an 

area above 30 cents and 33 per cent in had above 40 cents 

A s l g n i f 1 cant and pos 1 11 ve corre 1 at ion was observed between

possession ol 1 and and income ( r  0 4916)

The income d i s t r i b u t i o n  for  the d i f f e r e n t  l eve l s  of

income based on the var ious  sources is  lurnished in table

4 6 3

The over a 1 1 average income fo r  the ALHH was found

to be Rs 29887 per year the major share of which was income

from wages ( b 8 per cent )  Th1 s can be seen in a l l  ca tego r 1 es 

of respondents except for  where the i r  major share was from



Table 4 6 3  Income distribution among Households based on sources of income

Income No o f Average income (Rs /year) from Average Average
(Rs year) ALHH A gn c i Wages L iv e - Pension Others income annual

Iture stock per ALHH percap ita
(Rs /year) (Rs /year)

15001 dOOOO ( I t ) 78 3250 17810 1756 155 229 23200 6283
(65) (14) (77 ) ( 8 ) ( 1 ) ( 1 ) ( 100)

30001 45000 ( I 2 ) 28 5962 24338 4370 70 921 35661 8117
(23) (17 ) ( 6 8 ) ( 12 ) ( 1 ) ( 2 ) ( 100)

45000-60000 ( I q ) 11 14480 27b51 8541 0 9 50681 10518
(9 ) (28) (54) (17) ( 0 ) ( 1 ) ( 100)

> 60000 CI4 ) 3 37563 26213 9848 0 0 73624 16986
(3 ) (51 ) (3 b ) (13) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 100)

O vera l1 
average

120
( 100)

5770
(19)

20445
( 68)

3190
( 1 1 )

117
( 1 )

3b5
( 1 )

29887 8078

(F igu res in parantheses denote percentage to group t o ta l )

CD
CD
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a g r i c u l t u r e  The r e s u l t  may be a t t r i b u t e d  to the reason that  

t h o s e  who e i t h e r  p o s s e s s  o r  l e a s e  in l a nd  f i n d  more  

emp 1 oyment in these 1 ands and do not work on a l l  days as 

hi red  1abour In the o v e r a l 1 average annua 1 income only a 

sma 1 1 p roport ion  may be a t t r i b u t e d  to a g r i c u 1 ture and other  

sources of which a g r i c u l t u r e  stands f i r s t  (19 per cent )  I t  

was a l s o  o b se rved  that  as the income l e v e l s  go up the  

percentage share of wages show a downward movement whereas 

share of income from a g r i c u l t u r e  increase The reason for  

th i s  may be as c i t ed  e a r l i e r

Average annua 1 per c ap i t a  income amounted to Rs 

8078 among the househo lds  w i t h  the a v e r a g e  o f  1^ I 2 

together  be ing Rs 7200 and average  of  I 3 and 1^ being Rs 

13752 I t  shows that the per c ap i t a  income of I 3 and I^ 

c l a s se s  being near 1y doub1e that of  1^ and I 2  together  The 

r e l a t i o n  between the average annual income and the per cap i ta  

income i n d i c a t e s  that  the f a m i l y  s i z e  i s  a l mos t  the same 

among the four  income groups I t  can be cone 1 uded that the 

ALHH on a whole depend l a r g e l y  on wages fo r  th e i r  income 

f o l l owed  by a g r i c u l t u r e

Co r r e l a t i o n  ana l y s i s  was done between 1 ncome and 

other  s e l e c ted  v a r i a b l e s  Income f  rom a g r i c u 1 ture showed



I^ o  <2> S3k

s i g n i f i c a n t  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i t h  t o t a l  a r e a  owned ( r  -  0 3764 )  

and v a l u e  o f  pe rmanent  a s s e t s  ( r  4156 )  S i g n i f i c a n t  and  

p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  was o b s e r v e d  b e t w e e n  income f rom wages  

and a ge  o f  the  r e s p o n d e n t  ( r  0 3075 )  and f a m i l y  s i z e  Cr “ 

0 4 1 0 7 )  T o t a l  i ncome  s h o w ed  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  p o s i t i v e  

c o r r e l a t i o n  w i t h  f a m i l y  s i z e  ( r  0 2962 )  t o t a l  l and  h o l d i n g  

( r  0 4916 )  and v a l u e  o f  perm anent a s s e t s  ( r  -  0 5271)

To u n d e r s t a n d  the  r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s  

and t h e  t o t a l  i ncome  l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a  l y s i s  wa s  d o n e  

u s i n g  2 s e t  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r  l a b  1 e s  Th e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  

i nd e pe nde nt  v a r l a b l e s  name 1y number o f  d a y s  o f  employment  

( x A)  f a m i l y  s i z e  Cxg )  and h o l d i n g  s i z e  owned Cx3 )  on t o t a l  

income ( y )  was e x p l a i n e d  by the  e q u a t i o n

* * *
y 15465 5 9 + 9  3 6 x t + 1942 09x2 + 265 8 8 X3

w h i c h  was  s i g n i f i c a n t  ( F  -  14 4 7 1 )  a n d  f o u n d  t o  e x p l a i n  

27 233 p e r  c ent  o f  the  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t o t a l  incom e Among th e  

i nd ep e nd e nt  v a r i a b l e s  number o f  d a y s  o f  employment  ( X j )  d i d  

not  have  a s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  on the  t o t a l  incom e w h i l e  the  

o t h e r  two v a r i a b l e s  had s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n

An o t h e r  e q u a t i o n  e x p l a i n i n g  the  e f f e c t  o f  incom es  

f r o m  a g r i c u l t u r e  ( x ^ )  w a g e s  ( x 2 ) a n d  l i v e  s t o c k  ( x ^ )  on  

t o t a l  income Cy)  was a l s o  e s t 1 mated a s

1 0 1
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* *  * *  * *  

y -  1121 3 1 + 0  98Xj  + 0 9 8x 2 + 0 97x 3

T h i s  r e g r e s s i o n  w a s  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  ( F  1679  4 9 )  

e x p l a i n i n g  a b o u t  97 8 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t o t a l  

l n co me  A l l  t h e  3 i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  h a d  s i g n i f i c a n t  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  on t h e  t o t a l  i n c o m e  T h e  s e c o n d  r e g r e s s i o n  

e q u a t i o n  i s  t h e  b e t t e r  o n e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  i n c o m e  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r e  l a b o u r e r s  i n  t he  p r e s e n t  s t u d y

C o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  incom e

L o r e n z  c u r v e  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  m e a s u r e  o f  i n c o m e  

i n e q u a l l t i e s  i n  e c o n o m i c s  r e s e a r c h  s i n c e  i t  e x p l a i n s  the  

d i s t n b u t i o n  o f  incom e T h i s  method was t r i e d  in the  p r e s e n t  

s t u d y  a l s o  The f i g u r e  4 6 1 d r awn  b a s e d  on the  d a t a  f rom  

t he  s t u d y  r e v e a I s  t h a t  t h e  p o o r e r  p o p u l a t i o n  e n j o y s  a  l e s s  

th an  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  s h a r e  o f  t o t a l  i ncome wh i ch  i s  the  a c t u a l  

h y p o t h e s i s  on w h i c h  l o r e n z  c u r v e  i s  b a s e d  ( V i d e  t a b l e  4 6 4 )

The r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  i n  t h e  o v e r a l 1 a n a l y s i s  o f  the  

i ncome 1 e v e  I s  o f  the  h o u s e h o  I d s  h a s  s t o o d  i n  tune  w i t h  the  

r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  b y  many r e s e a r c h e r s  i n  s i m i l a r  s t u d i e s  

s u c h  a s  S a n k a r  ( 1985 )  S i n g h  and  H a z e l  1 ( 1993)  and Samad and

H u s s a i n  ( 1 9 9 3 )
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Ta b l e  4 b 4 Cumu la t i ve  per  en ta ge  o f  Househo ld s  and 

i n n u a 1 incc me

Ircome l e v e l  No of  Cumu la t i ve  p e r c e n t a g e

(Us  /> e a r  AIHH o f

ALIIII Income

15001 '10000 ( I t ) 78 65 50

30001 45000 ( I 2 ) 28 88 78

45001 bOOOO ( I 3 > 11 97 94

> bUOOO 3 100 100
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Fig. 4.6 1. Lorenz curve showing distribution of 
total income among the ALHH
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Income ol  1abou r  h o u s e h o M s  o f t e n  f l u c t u a t e  s h a r p l y  

f rom y e a r  to  y e a r  The p r e s e n t  s t ud y  i s  b a s e d  on a s ho r t  

p e r l o d  and hence the  cone 1 us i ons  d e r l v e d  f rom t h i s  may not  be  

a t r u e  r e p l i c a  o f  the  economic  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  

l a b o u r e r s  in the l ong  run

4 7 E x p e n d i t u r e  p a t t e r n  o f  the  ALHH

The r e s u l t s  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  g i v e n  a n d d i s c u s s e d  

under  the  f o l l o w i n g  sub heads

4 7 1  Dependence on p u b l i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  system (PDS)

4 7 2  Food e x p e n d l t u r e  p a t t e r n

4 7 3  Non f ood  e x p e n d i t u r e  p a t t e r n  

4 7 4 T o t a l  e x p e n d l t u r e  p a t t e r n

4 7 1  Dependence  o f  the  ALHH on PDS

E i g h t y  n i n e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d s  w e r e  

dep en d i n g  bo t h  on the PDS and the  open market  t o  meet t h e i r  

f o o d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  Ten p e r  cent  o f  the  ALHH were  found not  

to depend on PDS f o r  any i tem p u r ch as e  (The  main r e a s o n  f o r  

t h i s  was the n o n - p o s s e s s i o n  o f  the  r a t i o n  c a r d s  i s su e d  by  

the  g ove r nme nt )  One h ou se ho l d  f u l l y  depended  on PDS f o r  the  

p u r c h a s e  o f  c e r e a l s  s u g a r  and k e r o s e n e  which a r e  the i tems  

d i s t r i b u t e d  g e n e r a l l y  t hr ough  the f a i r  p r i c e  shops The PDS



i s  s t i l l  an i n d i s p e n s a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  h ouseho l d  p u r ch a se  

The o t h e r  f ood  i tems were  pu r cha sed  f rom open market  by a l l  

the h ou s e h o l d s  The p e r c a p i t a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f ood  g r a i n s  

t hr ough  PDS was 1 n adequa te  i n o r d e r  to meet the r e q u 1 rement s 

o f  the h o u s e ho I ds  1 e a d 1 ng to a d d i t l o n a 1 pu r c ha se  f rom open  

market  Thus the  PDS though p r o v i d e d  an i mpor tant  f ood  

s u b s i d y  to the  poor  ALHH was not  s u f f i c i e n t  to f u l f i l  t h e i r  

complete  f ood  r e q u i r e m e n t s  Dev €5t_ aj_ ( 1991 )  Franke  ( 1993 )  

and S u r ya na ra ya na  ( 1994 )  have  a 1 so  r e p o r t e d  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s

4 7 2  Food e x p e n d i t u r e  p a t t e r n  o f  t he  ALHH

T a b l e  4 7 1  p r o v i d e s  an i n s i g h t  on the  e x p e n d i t u r e  

on d i f f e r e n t  f o o d  i t e m s  b a s e d  on  t h e i r  m o n t h l y  f o o d  

e x p e n d l t u r e  o f  the  ALHH

F o r t y  e i g h t  pe r  cent  o f  the  h ou s e h o l d s  were  found  

to spend more than a q u a r t e r  o f  the  t o t a l  f ood  e xpe nse s  on 

c e r e a l s  l i k e  r i c e  and wheat  and an e q u a 1 p r o p o r t  i on spent  lb  

25 p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  i r  t o t a l  f o o d  e x p e n d i t u r e  on t h e  same  

Seventy  s i x  o f  the  h o us e ho I d s  used  to spent  l e s s  than ten pe r  

cent  on coconut  w h i l e  24 p e r  cent  spent  11 15 pe r  cent  f o r  

the same L e s s  than l i v e  pe r  cent  o f  the  t o t a l  f ood  expenses  

v>as spen t  on t u b e r s  by 73 p e r  cent  o f  the  ALHH w h i l e  27 pe r
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T a b l e  4 7 1  E x p e n d i t u r e  on d i f f e r e n t  f o o d  i t e ms  by  the  
se l  ec ted  ALHII

No of  ALHH 
Per ce nt ag e  of  monthly e xpe nd i tu r e

Item 0 *5 b 10 U  15 lb 20 21 25 > 25 Tota l

_
ALIIH

C e r e a l s 1 0 3 12 4b 58 120
( 1 ) ( 0 ) ( 3 ) ( 10) ( 38 ) ( 48 ) ( 100 )

Coconut 8 84 28 0 0 0 120
( 6 ) ( 7 0 ) ( 2 4 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 100)

Tubers 88 32 0 0 0 0 120
( 7 3 ) ( 27 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 100 )

Co f f ee /Tea 119 1 0 0 0 0 120
( 9 9 ) (1 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 100 )

Vege tab  1es 78 42 0 0 0 0 120
( b 5 ) ( 15) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 100 )

P r o v i s i on b 88 2b 0 0 0 120
( 5 ) ( 7 3 ) ( 22 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 100 )

F i s h  egg 2 4 12 38 44 20 120
mi lk & meat ( 2 ) ( 3 ) ( 10) ( 32 ) ( 37 ) ( 16 ) ( 100 )

Other 4 28 12 20 2b 30 120
expenses ( 3 ) ( 23 ) ( 10 ) ( 1 6 ) ( 23 ) ( 2 5 ) ( 100)

( F i g u r e s  in b r a c k e t s  g i v e  p e r ce n ta ge  to r e s p e c t i v e  c l a s s )
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c e nt  w e r e  f o u n d  to s p e n t  6 - 1 0  p e r  c e n t  A l m o s t  a l l  t he  

h o u s e h o l d s  had spen t  l e s s  than f i v e  p e r  cent  on c o f f e e  t ea  

and s u g a r  Expenses  on v e g e t a b  1 es was l e s s  than f l ve  pe r  

cent  f o r  65 p e r  cent  o f  the  ALHH w h i l e  i t  r anged  be tween  s i x  

t o  t e n  p e r  c e n t  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  M a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

h o u s e h o l d s  (73 p e r  c e n t )  we re  found to spend b - 10  p e r  cent  o f  

t h e i r  t o t a l  f o o d  e xpe nse s  on p r o v i s i o n s  l i k e  c h i l l y  o i l s  

s p i c e s  c o r  l a n d e r  grams e t c  w h i l e  22 p e r  cent  u t i l i s e d  11 

15 pe r  cent  on t h i s  Tor  i tems l i k e  egg  f i s h  meat and mi lk  

b9 p e r  c ent  o f  the  ALHH used  to  spen t  16 25 p e r  cent  o f  the  

t o t a l  f oo d  e x p e n d i t u r e  w h i l e  l b  pe r  cent  spent  more than  

t ha t  On ly  t h r e e  p e r  cent  o f  the  ALHH spent  l e s s  than f i v e  

pe r  cent  o f  t h e i r  t o t a l  e x p e n d l t u r e  on o t h e r  lterns ( ma in i y  

t ea  shop e x p e n s e s ) whi  1 e a bou t  48 49 pe r  cent  each o f  the  

h o u se ho I d s  s p en t  be tween  6 to 20 and above  20 pe r  c ent  f o r  

the same V i d e  v a r i a t i o n s  among the  ALHH was o b s e r v e d  w i th  

r e g a r d  to  meat  and m i l k  p r o d u c t s  and  i n  o t h e r  ( t e a  s h o p )  

ex pe ns e s  The s t ud y  r e v e a  1 ed t h a t  abou t  60 pe r  cent  o f  the  

ALHH spent  Rs 1200 to Rs 3b00 p e r  annum in t ea  shops  w h i l e  

17 pe r  c ent  s p en t  even more than t h i s  The h i g h  e x p e n d i t u r e  

i n  t e a  s h o p s  u l t i m a t e l y  l e a d  t o  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  h o u s e h o l d  

p u r c h a s e  o f  o t h e r  i tems
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T a b l e  4 7 ^

Annual  inc  

ome ( Rs )

15001 30000 

30001 45000 

45O01 60000 

> 6U000

R a t i o  o f  c e r e a l s  to t o t a l  f ood  e x p e n d i t u r e

No o f  E x pe n d i t u r e  To t a l  f ood P er ce

ALHH on c e r e a l s  e x p e n d i t u r e  n t a g e

Rs Rs

[ T j )  78 

( 6 5 )

238572 721883 33

; i 2 ) 28

( 2 3 )

118548 416540 28

; i 3 ) 11
( 9 )

52656 180744 29

I 4 ) 3
( 3 )

18084 52248 35

( F i g u r e s  in  p a r a n t h e s e s  denote  p e r c e n t a g e  to g roup  t o t a l )



The  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  i nc o m e  s p e n t  on  f o o d  w a s  a l s o  

ana  1 y s e d  Onl  y one p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  t o t a l  ALHH s p e n t  l e s s  

than  20 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e i r  t o t a l  income f o r  f o o d  w h i l e  27 p e r  

c e n t  s p e n t  20 40 p e r  c en t  F i f t y  two p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  ALHH 

s p en t  40 bO p e r  c en t  and a n o t h e r  20 p e r  c e n t  s p e n t  more t han  

60 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e i r  t o t a l  i n c o m e  t o  m e e t  t h e i r  f o o d  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  a l o n e

The a na  l y s i s  o f  f o o d  e x p e n d l t u r e  on c e r e a l s  w i t h  

r e s p e c t  t o  v a r i o u s  income c a t e g o r i e s  was  done  and  r e v e a l e d  

t he  r e s u l t s  g i v e n  in t a b l e  4 7 2

W i d e  v a r i a t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  o b s e r v e d  i n  a l l  i n c o m e  

c a t e g o r i e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  e x p e n s e  on  

c e r e a l s  t o  t o t a l  f o o d  e x p e n s e  t h o u g h  t he  l o w e s t  and  h i g h e s t  

c a t e g o r i e s  d i d  show a l i t t l e  h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  compar ed  t o  

t he  o t h e r  two c a t e g o r i e s  ( 1^  and  1 ^ )

C o r r e l a t i o n  a n a l y s i s  was  do ne  b e t w e e n  t o t a l  f o o d  

e x p e n s e s  a n d  o t h e r  s e l e c t e d  v a r i a b l e s  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  

g i v e n  i n  t a b l e  4 7 3

S i g n i f i c a n t  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w e r e  o b t a i n e d  f o r  

t o t a l  f o o d  e x p e n d l t u r e  w i t h  f a m i l y  s i z e  t o t a l  income^ c e r e a 1 

p r i c e s  e x p e n s e s  on meat  a n d  m i l k  p r o d u c t s  o t h e r  f o o d  

e x p e n s e s  on meat  and m i l k  p r o d u c t s  o t h e r  f o o d  e x p e n s e s  e t c
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Ta b l e  4 7 3  C o r r e l a t i o n  between t o t a l  f ood e x p e nd i t u r e  and 

ot her  s e l e c t e d  v a r i a b l e s

V a r l a b ] e r v a l u e V a r l a b l e r v a l u e

Age 0 0444 To t a l  income 0 6098 **

Number of  0 1946

days

employed

Tami1y s i z e  0 3339 * *

Income from 6 4143**  

a g r i c u l t u r e

P r i c e s  of  

c e r e a l s

Expense on 

mi lk  & meat 

pr oduc t s

O t he r ^
expenses

0 6860

0 5631 * *

0 4304 * *

Income from 0 5127 

wages

* *

* *  S i g n i f i c a n t  1% l e ve l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e



I l l

Food e x p e n d i t u r e  a n a l y s i s  r e v e a l e d  t ha t  most o f  the  

e xpense s  on f ood  by the  ALHH was on c e r e a l s  and in t ea  shop  

T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  h i g h  e x p e n s e s  i n  t e a  s h o p  may be  

a t t r i b u t e d  to t h e i r  mode o f  work The r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  in  

t h i s  s t ud y  i s  in ag reement  w i t h  the  f i n d i n g s  o f  Pandey 197b)  

Ftajendran ( 1 98 1 )  and Sankar  ( 1 98 5 )

4 7 3  N o n - f o o d  e x p e n d i t u r e  p a t t e r n  o f  the  ALHH

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t he  h o u s e h o l d s  b a s e d  on t he  

p e r c e n t a g e  s h a r e  ot t h e i r  e x p e n d i t u r e  on the v a r i o u s  i tems i s  

g i v e n  in t a b l e  4 7 4

V i d e  v a r i a t i o n  was o b s e r v e d  f o r  the  e x p e n d i t u r e  on 

c l o t h e s  by  t he  h o u s e h o l d s  F o r t y  s e v e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  

h ou se ho l d s  u sed  to spend 11 15 pe r  c ent  o f  t h e i r  t o t a l  non 

f o o d  e x p e n d i t u r e  on t h i s  i tem A normal  d i s t r i b u t i o n  p a t t e r n  

was o b s e r v e d  on the  p e r c e n t a g e  e x p e n d i t u r e  on c l o t h e s  by the  

r e s p o n d e n t s  in the  r ang e  0 100 Only  l e s s  than f i v e  pe r  cent  

o f  the non f ood  e x p e n d i t u r e  went f o r  l i g h t i n g  The medica l  

expe nse s  r a n ge d  f rom 0 10 p e r  cent  by 53 pe r  cent  and above  

10 pe r  c ent  by  the  r e m a i n in g  ALHH On ly  n ine  per  cent  o f  the  

ALHH s p e n t  more  t ha n  20 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  non f o o d  

expe nse s  f o r  med1 c i n e s  V h i l e  36 p e r  cent  o f  the h o u s e h o 1ds  

had s p e n t  more t ha n  20 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e i r  t o t a l  non f o o d  

expe nse s  on e d u c a t i o n  34 pe r  c ent  u t i l i s e d  b 20 per  cent  f o r  

the same S i x t y  two p e r  c ent  o f  the  ALHH spent  11 2(J per



1 1 2

T a b l e  4 / 4 Fxp< n d i t u r e  p a t t e r n  on non f ood  lterns by the 
s e I e c  ted ho u s e h o 1ds

Item f e r c e n t a g e  of  e x p e n d i t u r e
U 5 b 10 11 15 l b  20 21 25 > 25 Tota l

_
ALHH

Elo  thes 4 32 5t 20 8 0 120
( 3 ) ( 27 ) ( 4 7 ) ( 1 7 ) ( 6 ) ( 0 ) ( 100 )

L i g h t i n g 116 3 1 0 0 0 120
( 9 7 ) ( 2 ) ( 1 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 100 )

Tobacco  & 20 8 12 12 12 5b 120
1 l qour ( 17 ) ( 6 ) ( 1 0 ) ( 1 0 ) ( 1 0 ) ( 4 7 ) ( 100 )

Med k  a l 4U 24 28 lb 8 4 120
expense ( 9 3 ) ( 2 0 ) ( 2 3 ) ( 1 5 ) ( 6 ) ( 3 ) ( 100)

E d u c a t i o n 42 8 14 15 29 12 120
( 3 4 ) ( 6 ) ( 1 2 ) ( 1 2 ) ( 2 5 ) ( 1 1 ) ( 1 00 )

R( 1 l g i o u s  & soc 1 19 3b 38 11 15 120
l a l  f u n c i t o n s ( 1 ) ( 1 6 ) ( 30 ) ( 32 ) ( 9 ) ( 1 2 ) ( 1 0 0 )

R c c r e a t i o n 98 22 0 0 0 0 120
( 8 2 ) ( 18 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 1 0 0 )

T r a v e l  1ing 25 43 41 11 0 0 120
(21 ) ( 9 6 ) ( 3 4 ) ( 9 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 100 )

News paper  & 118 2 0 0 0 0 120
Magaz ines ( 9 8 ) ( 2 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 100 )

S e r v i c e 117 3 0 0 0 0 120
c ha r g e s ( 9 8 ) ( 2 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 10 0 )

Ma int enance 48 37 23 12 0 0 120
& r e p a i r s ( 4 0 ) ( 11 ) ( 19 ) ( 1 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 100)

Fue 1 28 76 lb 0 0 0 120
( 2 3 ) ( 63 ) ( 1 4 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 100)

Other 68 46 6 0 0 0 120
expenses ( 5 7 ) ( 38 ) ( 5 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 0 ) ( 1 00 )

( F i g u r e s  in b r a c k e t s  denot e  p e r c e n t a g e  to r e s p e c t i v e  c l a s s )
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c e n t  o f  t h e i r  t o t a l  non f o o d  e x p e n s e s  on r e l i g i o u s  and s o c i a l  

f  u nc t  i on s  E x p e n s e s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  was  l e s s  than  f  i v e  p e r  

c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  f o r  82 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d s  

T r a v e l l i n g  e x p e n s e s  a s  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t o t a l  n o n  f o o d  

e x p e n d i t u r e  r a n g e d  f rom 0 t o  15 f o r  91 p e r  c e n t  o f  the  ALHH 

E x p e n s e s  f o r  b o t h  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  j o u r n a l s  a n d  a s  s e r v i c e  

c h a r g e s  we r e  l e s s  than  f i v e  p e r  c e n t  f o r  98 p e r  c en t  o f  t he  

h o u s e h o l d s  u n d e r  s t u d y  F o r t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  ALHH had s p e n t  

o n l y  l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e i r  t o t a l  n o n  f o o d  

e x p e n d i t u r e  f o r  r e p a i r s  and  m a i n t e n a n c e  50 p e r  c e n t  s p en t  6 

15 p e r  c e n t  w h i l e  t e n  p e r  c e n t  s p e n t  e ven  more f o r  t he  same  

p u r p o s e  M a j o r i t y  ( 6 3  p e r  c e n t )  o f  t he  h o u s e h o l d s  u s e d  t o  

s p e n t  6 - 1 0  p e r  c e n t  on f u e l  The p e r c e n t a g e  e x p e n d l t u r e  on 

t o b a c c o  and  l i q u o r  amounted  t o  more  t han  25 p e r  c e n t  f o r  47 

p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  ALHH and  l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  o n l y  f o r  17 p e r  c en t  

o f  t he  samp 1 e O t h e r  e x p e n s e s  r a n g e d  f rom z e r o  to  t e n  p e r  

c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  non  f o o d  e x p e n d i t u r e  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  

h o u s e h o l d s

C o r r e l a t i o n  o f  non f o o d  e x p e n d i t u r e  w i t h  s e l e c t e d  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t a b l e  4 7 5

S i g n i f i c a n t  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w e r e  o b t a i n e d  

w i t h  v a r i a b l e s  s u c h  a s  a g e  o f  t he  r e s p o n d e n t  f a m i l y  s i z e  

t o t a l  lncome p r i c e  o f  c e r e a l s  t e a  shop  e x p e n s e s  e x p e n s e  on 

c 1 o t h e s  t o b a c c o  and 1 l q u o r  e d u c a t i o n  and  m e d l c a 1 e x p e n s e s
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V a n a b l  e 

Age

f ami 1 v s l z e

Income f rom  
a g r i c u 1t u r e

Iconic f rom  
wages

T o t a l  income

Expe ns e  on 
c e r e a l s

Table 4 7 5 C o r r e l a t i o n  b e t we e n  Non Food E x p e n d i t u r e  and  
s e l e c t c d  r h a r a c t e r e s t i c s

R V a l u e V a n a b l  e R V a l u e

U 2073 T e a s h o p  

e x p e n s e s
0 2418

0 3149 T o t a l  f o o d  
e x p e n s e

0 4157
**

U 1717 Ex p e ns e  on  
c 1o t h e s

0 4315 **

0 4758 **
Expe ns e  on 0 7749
t o b a c o  & 1 l q o u r

**

0 3709
* *

E d u c a t i o n  
e x p e n s e

0 2425

0 3458
* *

M e d l e a 1 
e x p e n s e s

0 0798

* S i g n i f  l e a n t  a t  5% 1 eve  1 o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

* *  S i g n i f i c a n t  1% l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e



Th e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  s h o w  t h a t  a  b i g g e r  

p r o p o r t  i o n  o f  t h e i r  expe nd  1 t u r e  i s  on t o b a c c o  1 i q u o r s  and  

o t h e r  s t i m u l a n t s  I f  t he  e x p e n s e s  on t h e s e  c o u 1d b e  r ed u c e d  

t h e y  c a n  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  f  i n a n e l a l  p o s i t i o n  a n d  t h e r e  b y  

u t i l i s e  mor e  money f o r  e d u c a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  p u r c h a s e  o f  

c 1o t h e s  a nd  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  i t ems  R e s u i t s  o b t a i n e d  in t h i s  

s t u d y  a b o u t  t he  non f o o d  expen d  l t u r e  p a t  t e r n  o f  t he  ALHH l s 

i n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h o s e  o b t a i n e d  b y  R a j e n d r a n  ( 1 9 8 0 )  

V a r a d a r a j a n  ( 1 9 8 0 )  and S a n k a r  ( 1 9 8 5 )

4 7 4  T o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  ALHH

T o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  p a t t e r n  b a s e d  on t he  f o u r  income  

l e v e l s  I j  I 2 I 3 and I 4 i s  g i v e n  i n  t a b l e  4 7 6 I t  i s  

o b s e r v e d  t h a t  i n  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  e x c e p t  I 4 t h e  h i g h e s t  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  e x p e n d i t u r e  was  on f o o d  D i s p a r i t y  i n  I 4 may 

be  due  t o  t he  l ow income e l a s t i c i t y  o f  f o o d  i t ems  S i m i l a r  

t r e n d  was  s e e n  i n  the  c a s e  o l  e x p e n d i t u r e  on non f o o d  i tems  

a l  so I n  41 p e r  c en t  o f  t he  t o t a l  amount was s p e n t  on

a g r i c u l t u r e  w h i l e  in  1^ i t  was  o n l y  e i g h t  p e r  c e n t  W h i l e  I j

c a t e g o r y  s p e n t  51 p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  t o t a l  e x p e n s e s  on f o o d  the  

c o r  r  e s p o n d  i n g  f i g u r e  f o r  1 4 w as  o n l y  25 E x p e n s e s  on  

1 i v e s  t o c k  and  o t h e r s  w e r e  l ow i n  t he  c a s e  o f  I   ̂ c a t e g o r y  

T h e  o v e r a l l  f i g u r e s  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s  O f  t h e  t o t a l  

ex pe nd  1 t u r e  a b o u t  4b p e r  c e n t  was  s p e n t  on l o o d  28 p e r  c en t

on non f o o d  i t ems  12  p e r  c e n t  on a g r i c u l t u r e  n i n e  p e r  c en t



Table 4 7 6  Expenditure pattern of Households across income levels

Income Average annual expenditure (Rs)
(Rs/Year) No of ALHH food non food agriculture livestock others Total

15001 30000 78 12078 7534

(65) (51) (32)

30001 45U00 28 14876 8983
(23) (45) (27)

45001 10000 11
(9 )

lb431

(37)

846b

(19)

> 60000 3

(3 )

17416 10271

(25) (15)

Overal 1 120

( 100)

13263 8026

(46) (28)

1912

(8)

1348

(6)

502

(2)

23374

(100)

3553

( 11)

40b5

( 12)

2232

(7 )

33709

( 100)

8582

(20)

7158

(16)

3b43 44280

(8) ( 100)

28150

(41)

9054

(13)

3433

(5 )

68324

( 100)

3562

( 12)

2707

(9 )

12b7 28825

(5 ) (100)

(Figures in parantheses denote percentages to group tota l)
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on l i v e s t o c k  and f i v e  per  cent  on o th e r  p u r p o s e s  l i k e  

unforeseen expenses

The r e l a t i o n s h ip  between 1 noome and expenditure fo r  

the var ious  income ca tego r i e s  is d i ag ramat 1 c a 1 1 y represented  

in the f i g u r e  4 7 1

It  is seen that in the group 1  ̂ to which 65 per  

cent of  the househoIds be 1 ong the average  annua 1 expenditure  

e x c e e d s  a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  income by two p e r  c e n t  The  

corresponding f i g u r e s  fo r  I 2 I 3 and I 4 were 92 81 and 92

per cent of  the average  annual income The o v e r a l 1 r e su l t  

show that the ALHH spend about 98 per cent of  the income 

earned by them in an year  The r a t i o  ( expend 1 ture 1 ncome) 

above unity  show the over expenses of  households in I^ which 

may lead  them to borrow money from o t h e r s  to meet t h e i r  

demands and thereby 1ower 1 ng the 1 r economic status  The high  

o v e r a l l  r a t i o  o f  0 98 r e v e a l s  the p r o p o r t i o n a t e  r i s e  in 

expense with the income

The high percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n  of amount spent on 

a g r i c u 1ture by 1^ category  o f  the ALHH may be due to the non 

adopt ion o f  s c i e n t i l i c  c u l t i v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  by most of  

these  peop l e  which leads  to low p r o d u c t i v i t y  u l t i m a t e l y  

1 eading to to high cost b e n e f i t  r a t  1 0

C or re  l a t i o n  ana l y s i s  was done to f i n d  out  the  

v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  we r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  to t o t a l
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Fig. 4 7.1. Average income and expenditure 
pattern of the households across income levels
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Ta b l e  4 7 7  C o r r e l a t i o n  between t o t a l  e x pe nd i tu r e  and 

s e l e c t e d  v a r i a b l e s

V a n a b l  e r Va lue

Age 0 0567

r a m i l y  s i z e  0 22b4

Tota l  l and  

hoi  d ing
0 3722 * *

T r i c e  o f  

c e r e a l s
0 >8bU * *

To t a l  f ood  

expense

0 6407 * *

V a r i a b l e  r  Va lue

Expense 0 5427

on c l o t h e s

* +

Educat ion  0 22J4

To t a l  non 0 4501
food expense

* *

Expense on 0 7301 

a g r l c u l t u r e

* *

Expense on 0 5234 

1 ive stock

* *

* S i g n i f i c a n t  at  5% l eve l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e

* *  S i g n i f i c a n t  1% l e ve l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e
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e x p e n d i t u r e  ( T a b l e  A l l )  S i g n i f i c a n t  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  

w a s  o b t a i n e d  on t o t a l  e x p e n s e s  w i t h  f a m i l y  s i z e  l a n d  

h o l d i n g  t o t a l  income p r i c e  o f  c e r e a l s  e xpen s e  on c l o t h e s  

e d u c a t i o n  e x pe n s e s  on a g r i c u l t u r e  and e x pe ns e  on l i v e s t o c k

The t o t a l  annua l  e x p e n d i t u r e  ( y )  was e x p l a i n e d  in  

terms o f  number o f  d a ys  employed ( X j )  f a m i l y  s i z e  ( x 2 ) and  

t o t a l  i n c o m e  ( x 3 ) u s i n g  t h e  r e g r e s s i o n  e q u a t i o n

* *  *
y  4882 2 + 4  42x^ -  459 74x 2 + 0 83x3

The f i t t e d  r e g r e s s i o n  was f ou nd  to  be  s i g n i f i c a n t  

( F  -  208  8 X1 )  e x p l a i n i n g  84 37 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l

e x p e n d i t u r e  ( y )  by the  i nd ep e nd e nt  v a r i a b l e s  However  among 

the  t h r e e  o n l y  the  v a r i a b l e  x 3 ( t o t a l  i ncome )  was f ound  to  

have  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f l u e n c e d  on Y

A n o t h e r  l i n e a r  e q u a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  was  e s t i m a t e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  t o t a l  

annua l  expend 1 t u r e  ( y )  t o t a l  f ood  e x p e n s e s  ( X j ) t o t a l  non

f o od  e x pe n s e s  ( x 2 ) e x p e n s e s  on a g r i c u l t u r e  ( x 3 ) and e x p e n s e s

on l i v e s t o c k  ( x ^ )  The e s t i m a t e d  e q u a t i o n  was

y - 1  176 + 1 01X| + 0 99x 2 + 0 9 9 x 3 + 1 00x^

The  f i t t e d  r e g r e s s i o n  e q u a t i o n  h a d  h i g h  s i g n i f i c a n c e  ( F  

352401)  and was f ound  to  be  an e x a c t  f i t  ( R 2 0 9999)
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The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  in  a g reement  w i t h  many

o f  the  s i m i l a r  s t u d i e s  done  e a r l i e r  I t  c o u l d  be seen  t ha t

a s  the  income l e v e l  r i s e s  t he  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  i t  spent  f o r  f ood  

l o w e r s  wh i c h  shows t h a t  t he  e l a s t i c i t y  o f  demand f o r  the  

f ood  iterns i s  low When 1 ncome 1 e ve  1 r i s e s  p e o p 1e w i l l  have  

more p e r c e n t a g e  o f  money r e a d y  to  s p e n t  on o t h e r  lterns o f  non 

c on su mp t i v e  n a t u r e  S i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  h ave  a l s o  been o b t a i n e d

by R a j e n d r a n  ( 1 9 8 1 )  S a n k a r  ( 1 9 8 5 )  a n d  Samad and  H u s s a i n

( 1 9 9 3 )

4 8 E x t e n t  o f  p o v e r t y  among th e  ALHH

P o v e r t y  1i ne  d raw n  b a s e d  on th e  p l a n n i n g  commiss i on  

method ( R e f  Re p o r t  o f  the  E x p e r t  g r o u p  p l a n n i n g  commiss i on  

Governm ent o f  I n d i a  1993)  wo r ked  ou t  to  be  Rs 2510 pe r  

c a p i t a  p e r  y e a r  f o r  c on su mp t i o n  e x p e n d i t u r e

R e s u l t s  o f  the  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  b a s e d  on t h i s  r e v e a l  

t h a t  18 p e r c e n t  o f  the  ALHH l i v e  b e l o w  i t  w h i l e  a n o th e r  21 

p e r c e n t  l i e  m a r g i n a l l y  a b o v e  t h e  p o v e r t y  l i n e  w i t h  

consumpt i o n  e x p e n d i t u r e  r a n g i n g  b e t w e e n  Rs 2511 and Rs 3000  

p e r  c a p i t a  p e r  y e a r  P o v e r t y  r a 1 10 ( p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p o p u 1 a t  i on  

be 1 ow the  p o v e r  t y l i n e )  i n  some ol  t he  s t a t e s  es  1 1 mated by  

the  p l a n n i n g  c ommi ss i on  d u r i n g  1993 ( s o u r c e  Repo r t  o f  the  

E x p e r t  g r o u p  p i a n n i n g  c ommi ss i on  Government  o f  Ind l a  

1993)  was a s  f o l l o w s



1 2 1

K e r a l a  17 0

P u n j a b  7 2

I n d i a  29 7

R e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  i s  a l m o s t

s i m i l a r  to  t h a t  o f  t he  p l a n n i n g  c om m i s s i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  

K e r a 1 a

I n  K e r a l a  t h e r e  i s  a  b i g  g a p  b e t w e e n  i n c o m e  

a c t u a l  1 y e a r n e d  by t he  1 a b o u r e r s  and t he  p o t e n t  l a  1 income due  

to  the  h l g h  unemp1oyment  Thus  p o v e r t y  among t he  ALHH a r i s e  

m a i n l y  due  t o  t he  h i g h  unemp loyment  s i t u a t i o n  r a t h e r  t han  t he  

low w ag es  The c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  p o o r  h ou se  h o l d s  w i l l  

c e r t a i n l y  i m p r o v e  i f  more  e m p l o y m e n t  o p p u r t u n i t i e s  a r e  

p r o v i d e d  S i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  w i t h  r e g a r d  to  the  p o v e r t y  among  

r u r a l  l a b o u r  h o u s e  h o l d s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  o b t a i n e d  b y  Dev  

C 1 98H ) and B a n e r  j c e  ( 1993 )

S u p p o r t  t o  t h e  ALHH t h r o u g h  t h e  V a r i o u s  W e l f a r e  p r og r ammes

T h e  ( g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  i n t r o d u c e d  v a r i o u s  l a b o u r  

w e l f a r e  p r o g r a m m e s  f o r  t h e  u p l i f t m e n t  o f  t h e  s o c i a l l y  a n d  

e c o n o m i c a l l y  w e a k e r  s e c t i o n s  T h e s e  p r o g r a m m e s  i n c l u d e  

I n t e g r a t e d  R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m m e  ( I R D P )  o p e r a t e d

Orissa 44 7
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t h r o u g h  the  b 1 ock and p a n c h a y a t  l e v e l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  Spec  l a  1 

Employment  programme ( S E P ) and  S p e c l a l  Component  pi  an  ( SCP)  

c a r r i e d  ou t  t h r o u g h  the  l o c a l  k r l s h i b h a v a n s  p e n s i o n  schemes  

l i k e  The K e r a l a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  W o r k e r s  W e l f a r e  Scheme CKAWWS)  

and  K e r a l a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  W o r k e r s  P e n s l o n  Scheme ( KAWPS) and  

K s h e ma n i d h i s

The  r e s u l t s  ot  t h e  s t u d y  ( t a b l e  4 9 1 )  r e v e a l e d  

t h a t  31 p e r c e n t  o f  t he  ALHH we r e  not  c o v e r e d  by a ny  o f  the  

programmes  T h i r t y  s i x  p e r c e n t  we r e  IRDP b e n e f i c i a r i e s  and  

17 p e r c e n t  SEP/SCP b e n e f i c i a r i e s  w h i l e  the  r e m a i n i n g  ALHH 

w e r e  c o v e r e d  b y  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  p r o g r a m m e s  T h e  maximum  

amount  p e r  h o u s e  h o l d  ( R s  6 0 5 0 )  w a s  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

k s h e m a n i d h i s  t h o u g h  i t  c o v e r e d  o n l y  t wo  p e r c e n t  o l  t h e  

samp 1 e An amount  o f  Rs 5903 p e r  h ou se  ho Id  was  b e n e f  1 1 t ed  

t h r o u g h  IRDP O n l y  26 p e r  c e n t  o f  the  ALHH had r e c e i v e d

f  i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  tune  o f  more t han  Rs 5000 f rom  

t he  w e l f a r e  schemes  w h i l e  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  44 p e r  c e n t  g o t  o n l y  

m e ag r e  amount s  l e s s  t h a n  t h a t  E i g h t y  s i x  p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  

b e n e f i c i a r y  ALHH t h r o u g h  t h e s e  s chemes  r e q u i r e d  non r epayment  

w h i l e  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  14 p e r  c e n t  h a d  t o  r e p a y  t h e  l o a n s  

o b t a l n e d

B e n e l i c i a r y  h o u s e  ho 1ds  o r  t he  IRDP u t i l i s e d  t h e i r  

1 oan  amount  m a i n l y  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i n g  h ou s e  ( S i  nee the  1 oans
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Tabel  4 9 1  B e n e f i c i a r y  househo lds  by type  

programme

Name of  NO of  To t a l

the scheme b e n e f i t t e d  amount (Rs )

ALHH

IRDP 43 253950
( 3 6 )  ( 85 )

SCP/SEP 20 14745

( 1 7 )  ( 5 )

KAWWS/KAWPS 6 6060

( 5 )  ( 2 )

Kshemanidhi s  2 12100
( 2 ) ( 4 )

Others  12 12125
( 1 0 )  ( 4 )

none 37

( 3 1 )

T o t a l / o v e r a l l  120  298880
( 1 0 0 )

of the welfare

Amount per  

household  ( R s )

5903

737

1010

6050

1010

2491

( F i g u r e  in pa r en t he se s  denote  p e r c en t ag e  to t o t a l )
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were  meant t o r  t ha t  p u r p o s e )  w h i l e  SOP/SEP were  ma in l y  meant 

f o r  p r o v i d i n g  b a s i c  a m e n i t i e s  to the poo r  house  h o l d s  a l o n g  

w i t h  employment  g e n e r a t i o n  The  p e n s i o n  s c h e m e s  (KAWfcS & 

KAVPS)  were  not  p o p u l a r  among t he se  o n l y  15 p e r  cent  o f  the  

AIHH were  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  and e a r n ed  on an a v e r a g e  Rs 1010 per  

y e a r

I t  was o b s e r v e d  t ha t  t h i r t y  pe r  cent  o f  the house  

h o ld s  were  not c ov e r e d  by any o f  the schemes and m a j o r i t y  o f  

the  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  were  in r e c e i p t  o f  meagre sums o n l y  on an 

a v e r a g e  Rs 2491 pe r  b e n e f i c i a r y  house  h o l d  The magni tude  

o f  the  p r ob l ems  f a c e d  by the  ALHH i s  i nc omp a ra b l e  w i t h  the  

b e n e f i t s  o f  the  w e l f a r e  schemes and t h i s  may be a r e a s o n  f o r  

t he  l ow i mpac t  o f  t h e s e  p r o g r a m m e s  on t h e  ALHH A n o t h e r  

r e a s o n  may be  a t t r i b u t e d  to  t ho s e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  the  l oans  

who b e l o n g e d  to  the  non t a r g e t  g r o u p  Had t h e  s u p p o r t  

t hrough  the v a r i o u s  w e l f a r e  programmes been  u t i l i s e d  p r o p e r l y  

among the  weaker  s e c t i o n s  one can e x pe c t  an improvement in  

t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  and conse que nt  improvement  in t h e i r  

economic  s t a t u s  S i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  were  o b t a i n e d  by Dandekar  

C 19 8 6 ) P a u l  ( 1 9 8 9 )  G h o s h  ( 1 9 9 3 )  G u 1a b  ( 1 9 9 3 )  a n d  

S ub r a mama n  ( 1994)
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4 10 S a v i n g s  and l e v e l  o f  d eb t  o f  t he  sample  Househo ld s  

4 10 1 S a v i n g s  o f  the ALHH

The f r e q u e n c y  d i s t r i b u t i o n  ol  the l a b o u r  h ou s e ho l d s  

b a se d  on t h e i r  l e v e l s  o f  s a v i n g s  i n d i c a t e d  t ha t  40 p e r c e n t  

d i d n o t  have  any s a v i n g s  T h i r t y  t h r e e  pe r c en t  o f  the  ALHH 

had c u r r e n t  s a v i n g s  more than Rs 2000 13 pe r  cent  between  Rs

1000 and Rs 2000 and 14 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  h o l d s  had  

s a v i n g s  l e s s  than Rs 1000

T a b l e  4 10 1 d e p i c t s  the  s a v i n g s  o f  the  ho u s e ho l d s  

t h r ough  v a r i o u s  a g e n c i e s  o f  the  houses  Among the h ou se ho l d s  

that  had s a v i n g s  33 per  c ent  d e p o s i t e d  in m l o r m a l  a g e n c i e s  

l i k e  d a i l y  c h i t s  and i t  f ormed o n l y  17 pe r  cent  o f  the  t o t a l  

a m o u n t  s a v e d  Th e  h o u s e  h o l d s  s a v e d  maximum t h r o u g h  

i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s  f o l l o w e d  by  c o - o p e r a t i v e  c h i t s  The  

a v e r a g e  amount s aved  per  house  h o l d  was found be abou t  Rs 

5405

The h i g h e s t  a v e r a g e  l n v e s  t ment  was  a l s o  s e e n  i n  

i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s  and even  though o n l y  17 p e r  cent  saved  

t h r o u g h  i t  t he  amount  c o l l e c t e d  was  4b p e r  c e n t  o l  t h e  

t o t a l  One o f  t he  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  number  to  s a v e  

t h r ough  d a i l y  c h i t s  was i t s  low premium which t he se  p eo p l e
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T a b l e  4 10 1 S a v i n g s  o f  the  h o u s e h o l d s  t h r o u g h  d i f f e r e n t  

a g e n c i e s

Agency No of  

ALHH

Amount
per  ALHH(Rs)

P e r ce n t age  to  

t o t a l  amount

Banks/ lb

post  o f f i c e  ( 2 2 )

2844 11

I n su ranee  12

funds  ( 17 )

12358 46

C o - o p e r a t i v e  8 

c h i t s  ( 1 1 )

5275 19

p r l v a t e  

chi  ts

12 

( 1 7 )

1928

o t he r s 24 

( 3  1)

4b 19 17

No s a v i ng s  48

U v e r a 11 72
( 100 )

5405 1U0

( F i g u r e s  in pa r an t he se s  denote  p e r c en t a ge  to t o t a l  ALHH 

hav ing  s a v i n g s )
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c o u l d  a f f o r d  M o r e o v e r  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  c a s e s  money  wa s  

c o l l e c t e d  by  a g e n t s  f r om t he  d o o r s t e p s  o f  the  ALHH

The r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  show t h a t  e f f e c t i v e  s a v i n g s  i s

no t  p r a c t i c e d  by  most  o f  t he  h o u s e  h o l d s  and t h i s  may be

a c c o u n t e d  a s  one r e a s o n  f o r  t h e i r  weak f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  

The  r e s u l t s  a r e  i n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  S a n k a r  

( 1 9 8 5 )  and  D e o l e  ( 1 9 9 2 )

4 10 2 I n d e b t e d n e s s  o f  t h e  ALHH

A h o u s e h o l d  w i t h  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  i n c o m e  c a n n o t  b e  

f i n a n e  l a  1 1 y sound  i f  t h e  c r e d 1 1  amount  o u t s t a n d i n g  and the  

amount  o v e r d u e  a r e  e q u a l l y  h i g h  I n  s t u d i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  

e c on omi c  s t a t u s  t he  c r e d i t  a v a i l e d  assume  e q u a l  i m p o r t a n c e  

a s  t he  income and t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  the  h o u s e h o l d  A n a l y s i s  

o f  t h e  l e v e l  o f  i n d e b t e d n e s s  a r e  d e p i c t e d  t h r o u g h  t a b l e s  

4 10 2 t o  4 10 8

F r e q u e n c y  a n a l y s  i s  showed  t h a t  11 p e r  c en t  o f  t he

h o u s e  h o l d s  a l w a y s  p r e f e r r e d  o b t a i n i n g  l o a n s  2 2  p e r  c e n t

took  1o a n s  o c c a s l o n a 1 l y  and  17 p e r  c e n t  we re  a v e r s e  t o  b e i n g  

i n d e b t e d  F i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  ALHH a v a i l e d  c r e d i t  o n l y  when  

n e c e s s a r y  On t he  t ypp  o f  t he  a g e n c y  p r e f e r r e d  52 and 12 

p e r  c e n t s  p r e f e r r e d  f o r m a l  a g e n c i e s  l i k e  B a n k s  a n d



c o o p e r a t i v e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  w h i l e  i n f o r m a l  s o u r c e s  w e r e  

p r o f f e r e d  by 27 p e r  c e n t  ( F r i e n d s  & R e l a t i v e s  25 p e r  c en t  and  

money l e n d e r s  2 p e r  c e n t )  T h e  r e a s o n s  c i t e d  f o r  t h e

p r e f e r e n c e  o f  a b o v e  a g e n c l e s  w e r e  e a s i n e s s  t o  o b t a i n  1 oans  

( 5 9  p e r  c en t  o f  t he  ALHH) and l o w e r  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  ( 28  pe r

c e n t )  Hos t  ( 9 5  p e r  c e n t )  o f  t he  h ou s e  h o l d s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  

t h e y  h a v e  p r o b l e m s  i n  o b t a i n i n g  l o a n s  d u e  t o  p r o c e d u r a l  

r i g i d i t i e s  ( 6 3  p e r  c e n t )  a nd  b u r e a u c r a t i c  s e t  up  ( 2 9  p e r  

c e n t ) m a i n 1 y

The c r e d i t  s o u r c e s  o l  t he  ALHH w i t h  r e g a r d  to  t he  

v a r i o u s  income 1e v e l s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t a b l e  4 10 2 T h i r t y  

t h r e e  p e r  c e n t  o l  the  ALHH had  a v a l  1 ed c r e d i t  e i t h e r  f rom  

f o r m a l  o r  i n f o r m a l  a g e n c i e s  w h i l e  18 p e r  c e n t  u t i l i s e d  b o t h  

the  t yp e  o f  a g e n c i e s  E i g h t y  f i v e  p e r  c e n t  e a c h  o f  I j  & I 2 

c a t e g o r i e s  72 p e r  c e n t  o f  I 3 a n d  100  p e r  c e n t  o f

c a t e g o r i e s  o f  the  ALHH w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c l e a r i n g  d e b t

T a b l e  4 10 3 f u r n i s h e s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  h o u s e  

h o l d s  b a s e d  on t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  c r e d i t  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  

h o l d i n g  s i z e  Among t he  h o u s e  h o l d s  t h a t  had c r e d i t  b a l a n c e s  

36 p e r  c e n t  had o b t a i n e d  1 o a n s  f ro m c o m m e r c i a l  b a nk s  wh 11 e 

18 p e r  c e n t  r e s o r t  ed  t o  co  o p e r a t i v e s  f o r  c r e d i t  s u p p o r t  

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t he  h o u s e  ho 1ds  t h a t  d e p e n d e d  on 1 n l o r m a 1
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Table 4 lu 2 Income level anl (redit sources of ALHH

Annual income Total no Agency of credit Total no of

per ALHH of AUHT insti l  ion mi s t i  both inieb ted

(Rs) utional tutional ALHH

151)01 30U0 J(I j ) 78 21 32 13 bb

(br ) (32) (48) (20 (8b)

3UU01 4rO0U( I2 ) 28 14 5 5 24

(23)  (58)  ( 21)  ( 21)  (85)

450Uf 60000(T3 > 11 3 3 2 8

(9)  ( 38)  ( 38)  (24)  (72)

> bOOOO ( I 4 ) 3 1 0  2 3

(3)  (JJ) (O) (b7 J (100)

Total 120 38 40 22 101

(100) (33) (33) (18) (84)

(F igu res in pararitheses denote percen tage to r e spec t i ve  

categoiy total )
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Table 4 10 3 Credit support among beneficiary households by type of agency

No of  ALHH 
Agency

Holding No of Banks Co ope Money Friends Others Total n
Size ALHH ratives 1ender relatives of mdebt

_ _ _ _ _ __ _
ALHH

0 10 73 23 7 14 13 5 b2
( b l ) (22) (7) (14) (13) (5 ) (61)

10 20 21 8 4 3 4 0 19
(18 ( 8) (4 ) (3 ) (4 ) ( 0 ) (19)

20 JO 7 1 1 U 3 0 5
(b ) ( 1 ) ( 1 ) ( 0) (3 ) (0 ) (5 )

JO 40 3 4 2 0 0 1 7
(7) (4 ) (2 ) (0) ( 0) ( 1 ) (7 )

> 40 11 1 4 1 2 u 8
(4 ) (1 ) (4 ) ( 1 ) ( 2 ) ( 0 ) ( 8 )

Total 120 3 ( 18 18 22 b 101
U 0U) (3b) (18) (18) ( 22) ( 6 ) ( 100)

(F ig  in paranthises denote percentage Lo total )
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s o u r c e s  (45 p e r  c e n t )  were  a s  f o l l o w s  Money l e n d e r s - 1 8  per  

cent  f r i e n d s  & r e l a t i v e s  22 pe r  cent  and o t he r  s ou r c e s  - b  

per  cent  Sevent y  n i n e  pe r  cent  o f  ALHH who p o s s e s s e d  0 -20  

c e n t s  o f  1 and were  thp main b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  c r e d i t  ( 8 6  per  

cent  among them)  s u p p o r t  Commercia l  Banks were  the main 

s o u r c e  o f  c r e d i t  f o r  a l l  the  c l a s s e s  e x ce p t  the ALHH that  

p o s s e s s e d  more than 40 c e n t s  each  i n  whose c a se  the main 

agency  was co o p e r a t i v e  s o c i e t i e s

T h e  a m o u n t  o f  c r e d i t  o v e r d u e  o f  t h e  ALHH i n  

r e l a t i o n  to  t he  s i z e  o f  h o l d i n g  i s  a n a l y s e d  w i t h  t a b l e  

4 10 4

The a v e r a g e  c r e d i t  amounted to Rs 4420 w h i l e  the  

o u t s t a n d i n g  amount was Rs 3853 Among t he  f i v e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  

t he  ALHH b a s e d  on the  h o l d i n g  s i z e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  c r e d i t  

ove r due  on c r e d i t  o u t s t a n d i n g  r ange d  f rom 0 to 74 w i t h  an  

a v e r a g e  o f  51 Not  much v a r i a t i o n  was o b s e r v e d  in the  case  

o f  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  i n d e b t e d  t o  t o t a l  no o f  

h o u s e h o l d s  p e r  c l a s s  I t  was s e en  tha t  the  ALHH w i t h  h o l d i n g  

s i z e  o f  30 -40  had bo r ro wed  the  1 a r g e s  t sum and the amount 

o u t s t a n d i n g  and o ve r du e  p e r  h ou se ho I d  was a l s o  the  h l g h e s t  

f o r  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  However  i n  the c a s e  o f  hou s e ho l d s  w i th  

l e s s  than 10 c e n t s  the  amount o v e r d u e  e x p r e s s e d  as  p e r cen t age
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Table 4

Holding
(cents)

0 10 

10 20 

4 0  3U 

30 40

> 40

Uveial ]

10 4 Overdues of credit received in relation to the size of the 

h lding

Averege amount (Rs ) 
size No of Ni of Peref borr Out Over Overdues as

ALHH indebted ntage wed standing due percentage of 
AUIIf outstanding

73 62 85 380J 3196 1207 38

21 19 90 9858 3073 1897 62

7 5 71 151U 1250 0 O

8 / 88 9346 8970 6634 74

U  8 73 8000 7958 4425 55

120 101 84 4420 3853 1978
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o f  amount  o u t s t a n d i n g  was o n l y  38 One r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  mi ght  

b e  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p 1 e b o r r o w e d  o n l y  sma 11 amounts  wh i o h  t h e y  

w e r e  a b l e  t o  r e p a y  A n o t h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n  made  d u r i n g  t h e  

s t u d y  was t h a t  a v e r a g e  am ount p e r  l o a n  was l a r g e r  i n  t he  c a s e  

o f  l o a n s  i s s u e d  t h r o u g h  f o r m a l  a g e n c i e s  and  p e o p l e  a p p r o a c h e d  

non f o r m a l  a g e n c i e s  f o r  s m a l l e r  l o a n s  m a i n l y  t o r  c on s u m p t i o n  

p u r p o s e  M a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  ALHH t h a t  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  n on  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s  b e l o n g e d  to  t he  l o we r  h o l d i n g  s i z e  

c l a s s e s  o n l y  T h e s e  a g e n c i e s  a r e  v e r y  s t r i c t  a s  f a r  a s  t he  

r e p a yment  o f  t h e  l o a n  i s  c o n c e r n e d  T h i s  w i l l  be  more c l e a r  

f rom t he  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  e v e n  t hough  85 p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  

h o u s e h o l d s  w i t h  0 1 0  c e n t s  o f  l an d  had a v a i l e d  c r e d i t  t he  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  l o a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  a s  o v e r d u e  was o n l y  38 w h i l e  

i n  t h e  l a s t  c l a s s  w i t h  h o l d i n g  s i z e  more th an  40 c e n t s  o n l y  

73 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  ALHH h a d  a v a i l e d  l o a n s  b u t  t h e  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  p e r c e n t a g e  i s  55 The o v e r d u e  was f o u nd  t o  be  

h i g h  f o r  l o a n s  a v a i l e d  f ro m f o r m a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  T h i s  i s  i n  

a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  L o u i s  ( 1 9 8 1 )

The l e v e l  o f  l o a n  o v e r d u e s  among th e  ALHH i s  g i v e n  

i n  t a b l e  4 10 5

I t  was  s e e n  t h a t  35 p e r  c en t  o f  the  h o u s e h o I d s  we re  

p r o m p t  i n  r e p a y m e n t  o f  l o a n s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  w h i c h  f e l l



Table 4 lb 5 Level ol loan overdues among the ALHH

L e v c 1 o f  No o f  P e r c e n t a g e  Ove rdue s  P e r c e n t a g e

o ve r due  d e f a u l t e r s  to t o t a l  p e r  d e f a  o f  t o t a l

(Rs  ) d e l a u l t e r s  u l t e r  (Rs  ) amount

Ni Jb 35 0 0

500

501 1000 J 5 15

437

953

1 4 

7 0

1001 1500

1501 2000

127 3 

1850

3 8 

8 2

above  2000 28 28 5784 79 6

To t a l 65 100 3132 100
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unde r  the  low h o l d i n g  s i z e  c l a s s  F o r t y  t h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  the  

d e f a u l t e d  ALHH have  to t h e i r  c r e d i t  more than Rs 2000 each  

a s  amount  o v e r d u e  w i t h  an a v e r a g e  o f  Rs 5784 R e s u l t s  

r e v e a l e d  t h a t  80 p e r  c en t  o f  the  t o t a l  o v e r d u e  amount was to  

be  r e p a i d  by 28 pe r  c e n t  o f  the  d e f a u l t e r s  o n l y  However  

m a j o r i t y  o f  the  r e s p o n d e n t s  who had a v a i l e d  c r e d i t  i n  a l l  

c l a s s e s  we r e  d e f a u I t e r s  and thus  on a who Ie  the  i n d e b t e d n e s s  

l e v e l  among th e  ALHH was h i g h

The  a v e r a g e  l o a n  o v e r d u e s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  i n c om e  

l e v e l s  i s  g i v e n  m  t a b l e  4 10 6

The a v e r a g e  o v e r d u e  p e r  d e f a u l t e r  was  f o u n d  t o  

r a n g e  b e t we e n  Rs 2151 and Rs 10667 w i t h  an o v e r a l l  a v e r a g e  o f  

Rs 3136 The ma jo r  s h a r e  o f  the  i n d e b t e d  h o u s e h o l d s  we r e  f rom 

the  I j  c a t e g o r y  The g r o u p  1^ had 60 p e r  c ent  o f  the  t o t a l  

d e f a u l t e r s  who had to pay  50 p e r  c e n t  o f  the  t o t a l  amount  

o v e r d u e  I n  r e s p e c t  to  t h e  o t h e r  3 c a t e g o r i e s  o a s e d  on  

i ncome  l e v e l s  t he  p e r c e n t a g e  o t  a m o u n t  o v e r d u e  t o  t o t a l  

d i d n o t  v a r y  much In  the  c a s e  o f  I 4 i t  was o b s e r v e d  t ha t  

e ven t ho u gh  i t  had o n l y  t h r e e  p e r  c e n t  o f  the  t o t a l  number o f  

d e f a u I t e r s  the  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  amount o v e r d u e  was as  h i g h  as  

16 p e r  c ent  and the  a v e r a g e  o v e r d u e  p e r  d e f a u l t e r  was a huge  

amount o f  Rs 106b7
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Table 4 10 b

Annual income 

(Rs )

15U01 300UU

lOOOl 4*3000

45001 bOOOO

> 60000

Total/overal1

Average loan overdues based on income levels

No of ind No of Average overdue Percentage to total

ebted ALIIH defaulters per defaulter defaulter amount

(Rs )

Cj) 6b 39 2b29 bO 50

(55) (32)

t2) 24 17 2151 26 18

( 20) (14)

[3> 8 6 5467 9 16

(7 ) (5 )

r4 > 3 3 10b67 5 16

(3 ) (3 ;

1U1
(84)

b5
(54)

313b 100 100

(Figures m parantheses denote percentage to total )
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Table 4 10 7

Income 

(Rs / y e a r )

15001 3U00U

30001 45000

45001 60000

> 60000

O v e r a 11

Utilisation pattern of credit received

No o f  C r e d i t  End use o f  c r e d i t

i ndeb ted  a v a i l e d  pe r  (No of  ALHH)

ALHH AIHH (Rs ) O r d i na l  D i v e r t e d

pu r pose  pu r pose

: i 1 )  b 6 

( 5 4 )

3b 18 4b

( 4 5 )

20
(20)

; i 2 ) 24

( 2 0 )
3868 18

( 1 8 )

b

(6)

;i3) 8
( 7 )

b 3 1 2 8
( 8 )

0

(0)

:i4) 3
( 3 )

19667 3

( 3 )

0

( 0 )

101

( 8 4 )

4420 75

( 7 4 )

26
( 2 6 )

( F i g u r e s  in p a r a n t h e s e s  d e n o l e  p e r c e n t a g e  to t o t a l )
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The u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  c r e d i t  a v a i l e d  w i t h  r e g a r d  to  

t he  v a r i o u s  income c a t e g o r i e s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  m  t a b l e  4 10 7

The amount  o f  c r e d i t  a v a i l e d  p e r  ALHH ra n g e d  from 

Rs 3b98 t o  Rs 19667 Abou t  t he  u t i l i s a t i o n  p a t t e r n  74 pe r  

c e n t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  u t i l i s e d  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  t he  

o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  w h i l e  24 p e r  c e n t  had  d i v e r t e d  the  u s e  o f  

c r e d i t  H o u s e h o l d s  t h a t  b e l o n g e d  to  1^ & .  I 2 o n l y  had d i v e r t e d  

the  p u r p o s e s  w h i l e  a i l  t h e  ALHH t h a t  b e l o n g e d  t o  I 3 & .  1^ 

c a t e g o r i e s  d i d  u t i l i s e  t h e  c r e d i t  a v a i l e d  f o r  i t s  o r i g i n a l  

p u r p o s e  o n l y  The  a v e r a g e  a m o u n t  o f  c r e d i t  a v a i l e d  p e r  

h o u s e h o l d  was  f o u n d  t o  b e  Rs 4420 I n  t he  c a t e g o r y  I 4 the  

a v e r a g e  am ount a v a i l e d  a s  c r e d i t  was v e r y  h i g h  (Rs  19b67)  

T h i s  m i gh t  b e  one  o f  the  r e a s o n s  f o r  the  l a r g e  sum i n  t h i s  

c a t e g o r y  r e m a i n i n g  a s  c r e d i t  o v e r d u e  ( v i d e  t a b l e  4 10 6 )

C o r r e l a t i o n  a n a l y s i s  was  done  t o  f i n d  t he  d e g r e e  o f  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i a b l e s  u n d e r  c r e d i t  s u c h  a s  

t o t a l  amount  a v a 1 1 ed t o t a l  amount  o u t s t a n d i n g  t o t a l  amount  

o v e r d u e  w i t h  o t h e r  s e l e c t e d  v a r i a b l e s  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  

g i v e n  i n  t a b l e  4 10 8

T o t a l  amount  o f  c r e d i t  a v a i l e d  was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

r e l a t e d  t o  i n c o m e  f r o m  a g r i c u l t u r e  w a g e s  t o t a l  f o o d
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T a b l e  4 10 8 c o r r e l a t i o n  ( r )  be tween  v a r i a b l e s  o f  c r e d i t  and 
o t h e r  s e l e c t e d  v a r i a b l e s

Var  j a b 1es To t a l  amount  
a va l  1 ed 
r  v a l u e

Amount 
o u t s t a n d i n g  

r v a l u e

Amount 
overdue  
r v a l u e

Tami l v  s i z e  0 1943

Tot a l  land 0 1911
h o l d i n g

Income f rom 0 3432
a g r l c u 1 Lure

Income from 0 9136
vages

T o t a l  f ood  0 3202
expenses

T o t a l  non f ood  0 2433*1
expenses

Expense  on 0 3466
a g r i c u l t u r e

* *

* *

* *

0 1 b30

0 2117

0 2879 * *

0 2301 * *

T o t a l  expense  0 4221 * *

0 3681**  0 3989**

0 2338* 0 2339*

0 2979**  0 4008*

0 2043* 0 3057**

0 3719**  0 3862**

0 3951**  0 4490**

* S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  3% l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e

+*  S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  1% l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e
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expense expense on a g r i c u l t u r e  and t o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  

S ign i f i c an t  and pos i t i ve  co r r e l a t i on  was obtained for  the 

amount outstanding with income from ag r i cu l ture  total  food 

expense expense on a g r i c u l t ur e  and total  expenditure whi le  

amount of c red i t  overdue was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  re lated to income 

from a g r i cu l tu re  total  food expense total  non food expense 

expense on ag r i cu l t u r e  and total  expenditure

Regression estimate was a l so  done on cred i t  amount 

overdue (Y )  wi th the v a r i a b l e s  such as number o f  days of  

employment (XO fam ly s i ze  CX2) s i ze  of land holding (x3)  

total  income (x4)  total  expenditure (x5)  and tota l  amount 

b o r r o w e d  ( x b )  and the  e q u a t i o n  was o b t a i n e d  as

*  *  *

Y 769 94 8 88x1 + 426 19x2 + 13 49x3 0 11x4

*  *  *  *

+ 0 16x5 + 0 29xb

The r e g r e s s i o n  was s i g n i f i c a n t  (F  17 067 ) and tound to

exp la in  47 54 per cent of the va r i a t i on  in the credi t  amount

overdue Among the independent v ar i ab l es  a l l  except ( s i z e

of land ho ld ing )  had s i g n i f i c a n t  inf luence on Y However the

e f f e c t  of  xl  (no ol daj  s ot employment)  and x4 ( t o t a l  

*
income) on Y was found to be negative



o f  the c r e d i t  showed tha t  m a j o r i t y  o f  the  h ou s e ho l d s  were  

i nd eb te d  i r r e s p e c t i v e  ol  t h e i r  income l e v e l s  The r e s u l t s  

o b t a i n e d  f rom t h i s  s t udy  i s  in ag reement  w i t h  the f i n d i n g s  o f  

Varma ( 198U)  Sankar  ( 1985 )  and Debna rayan  ( 1993 )

4 11 P r o f i l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  the  ALHH

There  a r e  a number o f  c h a r a c t e r s  which i n d i v i d u a l l v  

may have on l >  minor  impor tance  but  on the  whole  c o n t r i b u t e  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in a s s e s s i n g  t h e  e c o n o m i c  p o s i t i o n  ot  an  

i n d i v i d u a l  A f ew  among suc h  a r e  a n a l y s e d  a nd  d i s c u s s e d  

be 1 ow

4 11 1 S o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

S i x t y  two per  cent  o f  the  r e s p o n d e n t s  were  f ound  to  

be  not  members o f  any  o f  t he  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  an d  o n l y  on e  

r e s pond en t  had membership i n  two s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h i l e  

the  r e s t  were  members m  one i n s t i t u t i o n  each

The mean s o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was found to be  3 3

( t ab l  e 4 11 1 ) v>hich was v e r y  1 ow Based  on t h i s  the  ALHH 

w e r e  c a t e g o r i s e d  i n t o  t wo  t h o s e  h a v i n g  l o w  s o c i a l  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  ( <3  3 )  and t ho se  w i t h  h i gh  p a r t  i c i p a t i o n  ( >
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3 3 )  As such 5b pe r  cent  o f  the  r e s p o n d e n t s  had low s o c i a l  

p a r t l c i p a t i on

4 11 2 C l o s e n e s s  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u p p o r t  system

The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  p e r s o n n e l  l i k e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  

o f f i c e r  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a s s i s t a n t  f i e l d  o f f i c e r s  o f  b ank  

V e t e r i n a r y  s u r g e o n  e t c  who w o r k  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r e  and a l l i e d  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be  a c h i e v e d  o n l y  i f  

the  r a p p o r t  w i t h  the p e o p l e  i n c l u d i n g  l a b o u r e r s  i s  good  

I n  the  s t ud y  i t  was s e en  t h a t  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a s s i s t a n t  was the  

p e r so n  w i t h  whom the l a b o u r e r s  had maximum c o n t a c t  tha t  too  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  o n l y  A g r i c u l t u r a l  o f f i c e r  was c o n t a c t e d  by 30 

p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  T h e  o t h e r  

pe r s o nn e l  were  r a r e l y  c o n t a c t e d  f o r  h e l p  or  a d v i c e

T h e  mean s c o r e  o b t a i n e d  f o r  c l o s e n e s s  w i t h  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m  was  4 4 ( v i d e  t a b l e  4 11 1)

Even though the  mean s c o r e  i t s e l f  was low the d i s t r i b u t i o n  

o f  the  p o p u l a t i o n  i n t o  low and h i g h  g r o u p s  showed tha t  55 per  

cent  o f  the  ALHH b e l o n g e d  to the  low g ro u p  ( S c o r e  <4 4 )  o f  

c l o s e n e s s  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u p p o r t  sys tem The o v e r a l l  low 

s c o r e  o b t a i n e d  in the  s t ud y  i n d i c a t e s  t ha t  t h i s  might be one  

o f  the  r e a s o n s  f o r  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  b a ckwa r dne s s  and low c rop  

p r o d u c t i v i t y  o b s e r v e d  in t h e s e  a r e a s



143

Total  4 1 1 1  D i s t r i b u t i o n  of  respondents based on t he i r  
s e l e c t ed  p r o f i l e  c h a r a c t e r e s t 1 cs ( J )

Character  Category Frequency Fercentage

_  —
"

S o c i a 1 Low < 3 3 b7 5b
p a r t l c i p a t i o n High > 3 3 53 44

Closeness  with Low < 4 4 66 55
a g r l c u l t u r e High > 4 4 44 45
support  system

Txposure to I ow < 4 8 51 42
mass media High > 4 8 b9 58

Tab le  4 1 1 2  D i s t r i b u t i o n  of  the respondents based on t he i r  
s e l e c t ed  p r o f i l e  e h a r a c t e r e s t i c s  ( I I )

Character  Category Frequency Percentage

Heal th and 
l lygeine

Asp i r a t i ons  
( f u t u r e )

Low < 4 6 48 40
High >-4 6 72 60

Low < 7 6 52 43
High > 7 6 68 57

Low < 4 1 J5 32
High > 4 1 74 68



4 1 1 3  E x p o s u r e  to  mass media

The mean s c o r e  o b t a i n e d  f o r  t h i s  a s  s e e n  f r o m  

t a b l e  4 11 1 w a s  4 8 L a r g e r  p r o p o r t i o n  58 p e r  c e n t

b e l o n g e d  to  the  h i g h  l e v e l  g r o u p  ( s c o r e  > 4 8 )  w h i l e  the  

r e m a i n i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  had low e x p o s u r e  o n l y

Programmes t h r o u g h  r a d i o  was 1 i s t e n e d  to  by 85 pe r  

c ent  o f  the  r e s p o n d e n t s  and some among t h e s e  had r ad  10  s e t s  

o f  t h e i r  own F i f t y  t h r e e  p e r  uent  had h i g h  and 34 p e r  cent  

medium e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  w h i l e  TV v l e w i n g  was  

l i m i t e d  t o  o n l y  10 p e r  c e n t  o f  the  r e s p o n d e n t s  Med i a  l i k e  

f a rm  an d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i v e  m a g a z i n e s  wa s  n o t  f o u n d  t o  b e  

p o p u l a r  among the  ALHH and had o n l y  11 pe r  c en t  o l  t h e s e  as  

s u b s c r i b e r s  The  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  e x p o s u r e  t o  mas s  m e d i a  

might  be  due to  the  s o c i a l  a w a r e n e s s  o f  the  l a b o u r e r s

4 1 1 4  C o s m o p o l i t e n e s s

Cosmopo1l t e n e s s  me as u r e s  the  f r e q u e n c y  o f  t he  v i s i t  

o f  t he  p e o p l e  b e l o n g i n g  to  r u r a l  h o u s e h o I d s  to n e a r e s t  town  

or  u r b a n  c e n t r e  From t a b l e  4 11 2 i t  can be s een  t h a t  the  

mean s c o r e  f o r  c o s m o p o l i t e n e s s  was 4 6 S i x t y  p e r  c en t  o f  the  

r e s p o n d e n t s  had h i g h  l e v e l  ot cosmopo 1 l t e n e s s  ( score>s=4 6 )  

where  a s  the  r e m a i n i n g  had low 1 e ve l  On l y  66 p e r  c ent  o f



the  r e s p o n d e n t s  v i s i t e d  ne a r by  towns a t  l e a s t  once a week and  

26 p e r  cent  had f o r t n i g h t l y  v i s i t s  About  the p u r pos e  o f  

v i s i t  89 pe r  cent  d i d  i t  f o r  d o mes t i c  p u r p o s e s  e i g h t  pe r  

cent  f o r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s  w h i l e  o n l y  t h r e e  pe r  cent  u t i l i s e d  

the v i s i t  t o r  ma t t e r s  r e l a t e d  to a g r i c u l t u r e

4 11 5 H e a l t h  and Hy g i e ne

T h i r t y  f o u r  pe r  cent  o f  the  ALHH had PHC w i t h i n  a 

d i s t a n c e  o f  one k i l o m e t e r  A l l  the  h o u s e h o l d s  had a c c e s s  to 

e i t h e r  government  o r  p r i v a t e  h o s p i t a l s  However  m a j o r i t y  (63  

p e r  c e n t )  o f  t he  h o u s e h o l d s  p r i m a r i l y  d e p e n d e d  on p r i v a t e  

h o s p i t a l s  " o r  med i ca l  t r e a tment

Wi t h  r e s p e c t  to o t h e r  a m e n i t l e s  o 1 p e r  cent  o f  the  

ALHH d i d n o t  have  l a t r i n e  41 p e r  cent  had o r d i n a r y  l a t r i n e s  

and o n l y  e i g h t  p e r  cent  o f  the  ALHH had l a t r i n e s  w i t h  s e p t i c  

tanks

V e i l s  were  the p i i m a r y  s o u r c e  o f  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  f o r  

93 pe r  cent  o f  the  h o u s e h o l d s  and o n l y  55 had one o f  t h e i r  

own w h i l e  o t h e r s  were  dependent  e i t h e r  on ne i g hb o u rh oo d  or  

pa nc haya t  w e l l  About  f i v e  pe r  cent  g o t  wa t e r  f rom s t r e e t  

tap  c o n n e c t i o n s  w h i l e  the  r e s t  depended  on ponds f o r  t a k i ng
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w a t e r  The w a t e r  o b t a i n e d  was p u r e  i n  t he  c a s e  o f  97 p e r  

c e n t  o f  the  h o u s e h o 1ds

Abou t  t he  d i s p o s a l  o f  w a s t e  none  o f  the  ALHH had  

a d o p t e d  s c i e n t i f i c  p r a c t i c e s  o f  w a s t e  d i s p o s a l  l i k e  compost  

maki ng  W h i l e  33 p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  h o u s e h o l d s  u s e d  the  w a s t e  

t o  f e e d  c a t t l e  and  p o u l t r y  t h e  r e s t  s i m p l y  t h r e w  o u t  t h e  

w a s t e

C o n s i d e r i n g  t he  a b o v e  t a c t o r s  t he  mean s c o r e  f o r  

h e a l t h  and h y g i e n e  was wo r ked  o u t  t o  b e  7 6 ( t a b l e  4 11 

F i f t y  s e v e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t he  h o u s e h o l d s  had  h i g h  l e v e l  ( s c o r e  

> 7 6 )  o f  h e a l t h  & h y g i e n e  w h i l e  t he  o t h e r s  had low l e v e l

I t  was  s e e n  t h a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d s  h a d  

h i g h  l e v e l  o f  c o s m o p o l i t e n e s s  and h e a l t h  and  h y g i e n e  T h i s  

may be  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  l i t e r a c y  r a t e  a n d  s o c i a l  

a w a r e n e s s  o f  t he  l a b o u r e r s

4 1 1 6  Leisure time

Most  ( 94  p e r  c e n t )  o f  t he  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  to  

h a ve  en oug h  l e i s u r e  t ime  and  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  work  f o r  more  

number  o f  d a y s  than  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  1 e v e  1
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R e g a r d i n g  t h e  number  o f  d a y s  p e r  w e e k  t h e y  w e r e  

w i l l i n g  t o  work 25 p e r  c e n t  we r e  r e a d y  to  work on a l l  d a y s  

53 p e r  c en t  f o r  s i x  d a y s  and  o n l y  5 p e r  c e n t  w e r e  r e l u c t a n t  

to  work f o r  more than  4 d a y s  a  week  m a i n l y  due  t o  t h e i r  o l d  

a g e

D u r i n g  t he  a v a i l a b l e  l e i s u r e  d a y  73 p e r  c en t  t ook  

r e s t  19 p e r  c en t  e n g a g e d  t h e m s e 1v e s  i n  h o u s e h o I d  a c t i v i t i e s  

w h i l e  n i n e  p e r  c e n t  m i s u t i l l s e d  i t  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  

g a m b l i n g  e t c

The r e s u l t s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  one  o f  t he  main p r o b l e m s  

o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  w a s  t h e  u n d e r  e m p l o y m e n t  

s i t u a t i o n  t h e y  h a v e  t o  c o u n t e r  T h e  p o v e r t y  o f  t h e s e  

h o u s e h o l d s  c o u l d  be  removed to  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  by p r o v i d i n g  

them w i t h  enough  j o b  o p p u r t u n i t l e s

4 11 7 A s p i r a t i o n s

a F u t u r e

The f u t u r e  a s p i r a t i o n s  d e n o t e  t he  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  

the  r e s p o n d e n t s  a b o u t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  S i x t y  f i v e  p e r  c en t

had medium a s p i r a t i o n s  o n l y  w h i l e  2b p e r c e n t  had v e r y  h i g h  

a s p i r a t i o n s  and  n i n e  p e r  c e n t  k e p t  a w a y  a s  t h i s  w a s  n o t  

a pp l  i c a b l e  t o  them s i n c e  t h e y  had  no c h i  l d r e n  Abou t  the



o c c u p a t i o n  p r e f e r r e d  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  s even  p e r  cent  were  

s a t i s f i e d  i f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  become a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  and  

s i x  p e r  cent  p r e f e r r e d  b u s i n e s s  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  However  

77 pe r  cent  o f  the  r e s p o n d e n t s  p r e f e r r e d  government  j o b s  f o r  

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n

The  mean v a l u e  o f  t h e  s c o r e s  o b t a i n e d  f o r  

a s p i r a t i o n s  ( f u t u r e )  was 4 1 and i t  was s e e n  tha t  on l y  29 pe r  

cent  o f  the  househo Ids  had 1 ow 1 eve  1 o f  a s p l r a t  ions  about  

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  ( s c o r e  < 4  1 )  The r e s u l t s  show that  on an  

a v e r a g e  the  a s p i r a t i o n s  a r e  h i g h  T h i s  wouId n a t u r a 1ly  be so  

s i n c e  no p a r e n t s  w o u ld  p r e f e r  t o  s e e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  a 

c o n d i t i o n  as  wor se  a s  t h e i r s  

b P r e s e n t

F o r t y  t h r e e  pe r  c en t  o f  the l a b o u r e r s  p r e f e r r e d  a 

s h i f t  o f  o c c u p a t i o n  f rom f arm work to non farm work whereas  

57 pe r  cent  were  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  The 

v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s  g i v e n  by the  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  p r e f e r e n c e  o f  the  

t ype  ot work i n c l u d e  ( p e r c e n t a g e  ol  r e s p o n d en t s  i n  b r a c k e t s )

a farm work i s  p r e f e r r e d

1 no s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n s  ( 1 8 )

2 farm work i s  good  ( 1 5 )



J i n d e p e n d e n c e  ( 9 )

4 no s c o p e  f o r  o t h e r  j o b s  ( 1 5 )

b non l a r m work  i s  p r e f e r r e d

5 b e t t e r  w ag es  and  income ( 1 5 )  

b b e t t e r  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  ( 5 )

7 h i g h  s t a t u s  i n  t he  s o c i e t y  ( 2 )

8 r e g u l a r  income ( 9 )

9 l e s s  manual  l a b o u r  ( 9 )

10 o t h e r  r e a s o n s  ( 3 )

F r o m  t h e  o v e r a l l  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p r o ! l i e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i t  can  be  i n f e r r e d  t h a t  t h e  l a b o u r  h o u s e h o l d s  

h a v e  h i g h  a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  g o o d  m a s s  m e d i a  e x p o s u r e  

( a w a r e n e s s )  Howeve r  i n  t he  c a s e  o f  s o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and  

c l o s e n e s s  t o  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m m a j o r i t y  o f  the  

h o u s e h o l d s  w e r e  i n  t h e  l o w e r  l e v e l  o n l y  T h e  r e s u l t s  

o b t a i n e d  m  the  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  i s  i n  t un e  w i t h  t he  f i n d i n g s  o f  

D h a r m a r a j a  ( 1 9 8 2 )  N e l s o n  ( 1 9 9 2 )  A s h a l a t h a  ( 1 9 9 3 )  F a t h i m a b i  

( 1 9 9 3 )  and A l e x  ( 1 9 9 3 )

4 12 L e v e l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

M a n y  s t u d i e s  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  mo s t  

i m p o r t a n t  r e a s o n s  f o r  t he  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  h i g h  wag es  in  the



s ta te  is the degree of  u n io n i sa t io n  of  the labour fo rce  The 

people of  Kera la  are  wel l  known fo r  th e i r  p o l i t i c a l  awareness  

and henco the study o f  l e v e l s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

assumes much s i g n i f i c a n c e  in a study l i ke  this

Resu lts  of  the study show that 52 per cent of  the 

r e s p o n d e n t s  ( a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s )  we r e  members  o f  

r e g i s t e r e d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  / t rade unions Among them 62 

per cent were members o f  the communist p a r t i e s  35 per cent  

of  the 1abourers  were members in the congress  party and three  

per cent had membership in other  p a r t i e s  The reasons given  

f o r  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  or  a b s t a i n i n g  f rom the p o l i t i c a l  

movements have been b r o a d l y  c l a s s i f i e d  i nt o  10 as  f o l l o w s  

wi th the percentages  of  respondents g iven  aga inst  them

a Reasons f o r  j o i n in g  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s

1 B e n e l l c i a l  to the ind iv idua l  16

2 Was forced to j o in  1

3 B e n e f i c i a l  to the community 21

4 No s p e c i f i c  reasons 14

b Reasons fo r  a b s ta in in g  form p o l i t i c a l  movement

5 Ignorance about them 0

b Not in te re s ted  zi5

7 Not b e n e f i c i a l  f o r  s e l f  11
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8 I s  a n u l s a n c e 12

9 S u b s c r i p t i o n  f e e 0

10 Other  r e a so ns 0

The r e s u l t s  o f  the  s t u d y  i n d i c a t e  that  m a j o r i t y  o f

the r e s po n den t s  were  members ot p o l i t i c a l  movement and a few  

among them (2 pe r  c e n t )  we re  o f f i c e  b e a r e r s  a l s o  The h i g h  

wage r a t e s  and b e t t e r  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  the 1a b o u r e r s  can  

be a t t r i b u t e d  to the  h i g h  1 eve  1 o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

among the  l a b o u r e r s ,  i s  d e s i r a b l e  a l s o  so l ong  as  i t  a c t s  f o r  

t h e i r  w e l 1 b e i n g  and p r o s p e r i t y  The r e s u l t s  o f  the  s t u d y  l s  

i n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t he  f i n d i n g s  o f  P a n i c k e r  ( 1 9 7 8 )  Ba by  

( 1986 )  Bardhan ( 1989 )  Pushpangadan  ( 1 99 2 )  and Subramanian  

( 1 99 4 )



SUMMARY
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A g r i c u l t u r e  i s  the  p r i m a r y  s e c t o r  in our  economy  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  f o r  a b o u t  one  t h i r d  o f  o u r  g r o s s  d o m e s t i c  

p r o d u c t  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  i s  one  o f  the  v i t a l  i n p u t s  in  

the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s  But v a r i o u s  s t u d i e s  

have  shown t h a t  even  now the  l e v e l s  o f  l i v i n g  and the  s o c i o -  

economic  s t a t u s  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  v e r y  1ow Even though  

new p o l i c e s  h ave  b e en  i n t r o d u c e d  o v e r  the  y e a r s  the  p l i g h t  

o f  t h i s  c l a s s  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  t h e  s ame  The  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  

a i m e d  a t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  in  T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m  d i s t r i c t  had the  

f o l l o w i n g  o b j e c t i v e s

1 To u n d e r s t a n d  the  1 eve  I s  o f  emp1oyment unde r  emp1oyment  

a n d  u n e m p l o y m e n t  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  o f  

T h l r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m  d i s t r i c t

2 To s t u d y  the  wage  r a t e s  and modes o f  payment o f  wages  o f  

the  1a b o u r e r s

J To es  imate  the  income l e v e l s  o f  the  A g r i c u l t u r a l  La bou r  

H o u s e h o I d s

5 SUMMARY
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4 To a s s e s s  the  e x p e n d i t u r e  p a t t e r n  o f  the  ALHH

5 To e s t i m a t e  the  e x t e n t  o f  p o v e r t y  i f  any  o f  the  ALHH

6 To e s t i m a t e  the  l e v e l s  o f  i n d e b t e d n e s s  and s a v i n g s  o f  the

sampl e  h o u s e h o l d s

7 To a s s e s s  t he  s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h  t h e  v a r i o u s  w e l f a r e

programmes f o r  the  s e l e c t e d  h o u s e h o l d s

8 To u n d e r s t a n d  o t h e r  d e t a i l s  such  a s  S o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

Cosraopo1l t e n e s s  H e a l t h  and H y g e i n e  and A s p i r a t i o n  l e v e l s  

o f  t he  l a b o u r  h o u s e h o l d s

9 To s t u d y  t he  l e v e l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  the

ALHH

The s t u d y  was  c o n d u c t e d  i n  T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m  

d i s t r i c t  o f  K e r a l a  s t a t e  A t h r e e  s t a g e  r a n d o m  s a m p l i n g  

p r o c e d u r e  was  f o l l o w e d  and  4 K r l s h l b h a v a n s  ( M a r a n a l 1o o r  

P a l l i c h a l  P o o v a r  and  V i z h i n j a m )  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  

N e y y a t m k a r a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  sub  d i v i s i o n  T h i r t y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  f rom each  o f  the  4 K r l s h i b h a v a n s  a s  

r e s p o n d e n t s  t h u s  m a k i n g  a t o t a l  s a m p l e  s i z e  o f  120  

Through  d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  h e l d  w i t h  e x p e r t s  and r e v i e w  o f  

l i t e r a t u r e  a s e t  o f  15 i mp o r ta nt  v a r i a b l e s  we re  s e l e c t e d  to  

be i n c l u d e d  i n  t he  s t u d y
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Some ol  t he  i m p o r t a n t  v a r l a b l e s  s e l e c t e d  to  ho r k  

ou t  the  e c ono mi c  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  we re  

b a s i c  f a m i l y  p a r t i c u l a r s  l i k e  r e l i g i o n  c a s t e  f a m i l y  t ype  

f a m i l y  s i z e  h o u s i n g  c o n d i t i o n  e t c  l e v e l  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  

w o r k i n g  h o u r s  and  wage  r a t e s  l a n d  h o l d i n g  s i z e  l a n d  h o l d i n g  

p a t t e r n  a n d  c u l t i v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  f a r m  

impi ement s  and consumer  d u r a b l e s  l i v e s t o c k  s t a t u s  v a l u e  o f  

p e r m a n e n t  a s s e t s  i n c o m e  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  h o l d s

d e p e n d e n c e  on t h e  PDS e x p e n d i t u r e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  h o u s e

h o l d s  e x t e n t  o f  c r e d i t  a v a i l e d  and  i t s  u t i l i s a t i o n  b e n e f i t s  

f rom 1a b o u r  we 1 f a r e  p rog r ammes  s a v i n g s  o f  t h e  h ou se  ho 1 ds  

l e v e l s  o f  s o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  h e a l t h  a n d  h y g e i n e

c o n d i t i o n s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t r a d e  u n i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  and o t h e r  

d e t a i l s  s u c h  a s  e x p o s u r e  t o  m a s s  m e d i a  c o s m o p o 1 i t e n e s s  

a s p i r a t i o n  1 e ve  I s  e t c

B a s i c  f a m i l y  p a r t i c u l a r s  w e r e  me a su r e d  b y  t he  s c a l e  

d e v e l o p e d  by  V e n k a t a r a m i a h  ( 1 9 8 3 )  and  f o l l o w e d  by  F a t i m a b i  

( 1 9 9 3 )  E d u c a t i o n  l e v e l s  o f  t he  r e s p o n d e n t s  was  mea su r e d  by  

the  s c a l e  f o l l o w e d  b y  Padmanabhan  ( 1 9 8 1 )

Employment  l e v e l  was  m e a s u r e d  by t h e  t o t a l  number  

o f  d a y s  a p e r s o n  a c t u a l l y  w o r k e d  i n  the  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  and
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wage  r a t e s  was  m e a su r e d  a s  the  e a r n i n g s  b o t h  1 n c a s h  and k i n d  

wh i c h  the  w o r k e r  g o t  a s  a  r e w a r d  f o r  h i s / h e r  work

Land h o l d i n g  s i z e  was me as u r ed  s e p a r a t e l y  b o t h  a s  

owned and o p e r a t e d  h o l d i n g s  i n  c e n t s  Own h o l d i n g  i n c l u d e d  

the  t o t a l  l a n d  owned by  the  r e s p o n d e n t  and o p e r a t e d  h o l d i n g  

was c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  a s  t he  l a n d  i n  w h i c h  c u l t i v a t i o n  was done  

wh i c h  i n c l u d e d  1 e a s e d  i n  l a n d s  a l s o

Land  u s e  p a t t e r n  was  me a su r e d  w i t h  t he  c u l t i v a t i o n  

p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o I d s  and t he  a v e r a g e  a r e a  u nd e r  e a ch  

o f  the  m a jo r  c r o p s

P o s s e s s i o n  ot f a rm i mp l e me nt s  was  me as u r ed  b o t h  i n  

t e rms  o f  t h e  number  o f  e a c h  i mp l ement  ( w h i c h  a r e  o f  common 

u s e )  the  l a b o u r e r  owned and  t he  p r e s e n t  v a l u e  o f  the  f a r m  

i mp l ement s  owned by  him

L i v e  s t o c k  s t a t u s  was  m e a s u r e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  

number  v a 1ue e x p e n s e s  and  income 1 e ve  I s  f rom b o t h  c a t  1 1e 

and p o u 1 t r y  t o  t h e  1a b o u r  h o u s e  ho Id
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P o s s e s s i o n  o f  consumer  d u r a b l e s  was  mea su r ed  a s  the  

number  o f  e a ch  o f  the  common 1 y s e e n  consumer  d u r a b l  e 1 terns 

owned by  the  s am p l e  h o u s e h o l d  and  a l s o  by  the  p r e s e n t  v a l u e  

o f  t h o s e  iterns

Per manent  a s s e r t s  1 n c 1uded  h o u s e s  1 and go  Id and  

o t h e r  i t e m s  o f  p e r m a n e n t  n a t u r e  w h i c h  w e r e  o w n e d  b y  t h e  

s am p l e  hou se  h o l d  and was  m ea su r e d  bv  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  v a l u e

Me asu re me nt  o f  income was  done  f o r  t he  p r e v i o u s  one  

y e a r  a c r o s s  t he  v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s  o f  income o f  t he  ALHH and was  

me as u r ed  i n  Rs p e r  y e a r  p e r  h o u s e h o 1d

E x p e n d i t u r e  p a t t e r n  wa s  m e a s u r e d  i n  t h r e e  h e a d s  

na me l y  t o t a l  f o o d  e x p e n d i t u r e  t o t a l  non f o o d  e x p e n d i t u r e  and  

t o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  p e r  y e a r  i n  Rs p e r  h o u s e h o l d

P o v e r t y  among t he  ALHH was  me a s u r e d  u s i n g  a  p o v e r t y  

l i n e  c o n s t r u c t e d  b a s e d  o n  t h e  c o n s u m p t i o n  e x p e n d i t u r e  

p a t t e r n  B e n e f i t s  f o r  t he  ALHH f ro m v a r i o u s  l a b o u r  w e l f a r e  

prog r ammes  was me as u r ed  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  t o t a l  amount  r e c e i v e d  

p e r  h o u s e h o l d  and by  t h e  t y p e  o f  p r og r amme



The l e v e l  o f  s a v i n g s  o f  t he  h o u s e h o l d s  was o b t a i n e d  

f rom t he  amount s  d e p o s i t e d  by  t he  ALHH i n  the  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  

o f  a g e n c i e s  I n d e b t e d n e s s  w a s  m e a s u r e d  f r o m  t h e  d a t a  

a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  c r e d i t  amount a v a i l e d  amount  o u t s t a n d i n g  and  

amount  o v e r  due

S o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was me a su r ed  by  t he  s c o r i n g  

p a t t e r n  f o l l o w e d  by  A l e x  ( 1 9 9 3 )  w i t h  s l i g h t  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  

The same p r o c e d u r e  w i t h  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  was  u s e d  to  me as u r e  t he  

c l o s e n e s s  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m and  t he  e x p o s u r e  

to  mass  med i a

Co s mopo11 t e n e s s  a s p i r a t i o n  l e v e l s  and h e a l t h  and  

h y g i e n i c  c o n d i t i o n s  we r e  me a su r ed  by  f o l l o w i n g  the  s c a l e  u s e d  

bv  F a t h i m a b i  ( 1 9 9 3 )  w i t h  s l i g h t  m o d i f i c a t i o n s

L e v e l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was  mea su r ed  by  

the  t y p e  o f  u n i o n  in wh i c h  the  r e s p o n d e n t  had member sh i p  ( i f  

a n y )  and  the  r e a s o n  e i t h e r  f o r  j o i n i n g  o r  a b s t a i n i n g  f rom t he  

movement

D a t a  was c o l l e c t e d  f rom a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  w i t h  

t he  h e l p  o f  a p r e  t e s t e d  and w e l l  s t r u c t u r e d  q u e s t i o n a i r e



The  p r o c e s s  a d o p t e d  was  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w s  w h i c h  w e r e  

c o n du c t e d  i n  a smooth  and  c o r d i a l  manner

T h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  w a s  c o d e d  t a b u l a t e d  a n d

a n a l y s e d  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  t o o l s  v i z  t h e

f r e q u e n c y  and p e r c e n t a g e  ana  1y s i s  mean s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n  

c o r r e l a t i o n  a nd  l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s e s  t o  d e r i v e  t h e  

r e s u 1t s

S a l i e n t  f i n d i n g s

1 N i n e t y t h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  t he  A g r i c u l t u r a l  L a b o u r  H o u s e h o l d s  

wer e  o f  n u c l e a r  t y p e  i n  c o m p o s i t i o n

2 H o u s i n g  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t he  ALHH i n c l u d e d  t h a t c h e d  ho u se s  

( 61 p e r  c e n t )  h u t s  ( 4  p e r c e n t )  and  o n l y  35 p e r c e n t  had  

h o u s e s  o f  g ood  c o n d l t i o n

3 About  h a l f  o f  t h e  t o t a l  h o u s e h o l d s  w e r e  n o t  e l e c t r i f i e d

4 The a v e r a g e  f a m i l y  s i z e  was  4

5 A l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  the  l a b o u r e r s  b e l o n g e d  t o  t he  a g e  

g r o u p  J5 55

158
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6 In the  h ou se ho I d s  f ema l e  l a b o u r e r s  a c co un t ed  o n l y  l e s s  

than one s i x t h  o f  the  t o t a l  number o f  l a b o u r e r s

7 More t ha n  t h r e e  f o u r t h  o f  t he  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  e i t h e r  

i l l i t e r a t e  o r  had o n l y  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l i n g

8 As a g r i c u l t u r e  a l o n e  c ou l d  not  p r o v i d e  enough employment  

o p p u r t u n l t l e s  a f e w  h a d  r e s o r t e d  t o  s u b s i d i a r y  

o c c u p a t i o n s  a l s o  l i k e  head l o ad  work and o t h e r  u n s k i l l e d  

Labour  a c t i v i t i e s

9 A v e r a g e  days  o f  employment a s  h i r e d  l a b o u r  was a s  low as  

187 days  p e r  y e a r

10 About  67 p e r c e n t  o f  the l a b o u r e r s  were  m o d e r a t e l y  under  

employed w i t h  work f o r  200 300 days  o n l y  a y e a r

11 Abou t  one t h i r d  o f  t he  t o t a l  h o u s e h o l d s  h ad  o n l y  one  

e a r n i n g  member each

J2 The a v e r a g e  number o f  e a r n e r s  and dependancy  r a t i o  was

found to be  1 9 and 0 53 among the  ALHH

13 A ve r ag e  wage r a t e  f o r  ma 1 e 1 a b o u r e r s  was found to be  Rs 

62 4 p e r  day and f o r  f e ma l e  l a b o u r e r s  Rs 47 2 pe r  day

14 r ema l e  l a b o u r e r s  had o n l y  l e s s  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

compared to t h e i r ma1e c o u n t e r  p a r t s
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15 Wages were pa id  in oash o n ly  e x c e p t  in the e a se  o f  

coconut c l imbers  where a small po r t ion  was given in kind

16 The average s i z e  of  1 and ho 1ding both owned (16 71 cents )  

and operated (21 68 cents )  was low fo r  the ALHH

17 A s i g n i f i c a n t  proport  ion of area  under c u l t i v a t i o n  was 

not owned by the ALHH but leased in from landlords

18 P o s s e s s i o n  o f  farm implements consumer d u r a b l e s  and  

l i v e s toc k  was found to be low among the ALHH

19 Value o f  the permanent a s s e t s  inc lud ing  1 and was worth  

l e s s  th a n  Rs 1 l a k h  f o r  a b o u t  90 p e r c e n t  o f  the  

househo1ds

2 0 Average annual income per household was Rs 29887 and the 

per c ap i t a  income was about Rs 8078

21 Total income per household had s i g n i f i c a n t  c o r r e l a t i o n  

with fami ly  s i z e  number of days employed and to ta l  area  

under c u l t i v a t i o n

22 D i s t r i b u t i o n  of  income was in a s s o c i a t i o n  with the Lorenz  

curve where i t  showed that in the lower income l e v e l s  

p r o p o r t i o n a t e  share  of  the t o t a l  ALHH en j oy  o n l y  l e s s  

than p ro p o r t l o n a te  share of the to ta l  income
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23 E i g h t y  n in e  p e r c en t  o f  the  ALHH were  dependent  on PDS f o r  

p a r t i a l  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  t h e i r  f ood  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w h i l e  ten  

p e r c e n t  d e p e n d e d  on o p e n  m a r k e t  o n l y  O n l y  on e  

h o u s e h o l d  met i t s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  c e r e a l s  s u g a r  and  

k e r o s e n e  f u l l y  f rom the PDS

24 E x p e n s e  on c e r e a l s  had t he  h i g h e s t  s h a r e  ( a b o u t  32 

p e r c e n t )  in the t o t a l  f ood  e xpense s  f o r  m a j o r i t y  o f  the  

ALHH

25 A l a r g e  number o f  h o u s e h o l d s  spent  a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount  

on t ea  shops  and h o t e l  About  48 p e r c en t  o f  the ALHH 

used to spen t  more than 20 p e r c en t  o f  t h e i r  TFE in t ea  

shops and h o t e l s

26 Expenses  on f ood  i tems formed the  ma jor  s ha re  ( a b o u t  4b 

p e r  c ent  on an a v e r a g e )  i n  the  t o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e

27 T o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  had d i r e c t  and s i g n i f i c a n t  c o r r e l a t i o n  

w i t h  t o t a l  income and f a m i l y  s i z e

28 P o v e r t y  l i n e  d r a wn  b a s e d  on t h e  p l a n n i n g  c o m m i s s i o n  

method showed  t h a t  18 p e r c e n t  o f  t he  h o u s e h o l d s  l i v e d  

b e l o w  the  p o v e r t y  l i n e  w h i l e  z l  p e r c en t  were  m a r g i n a l l y  

above  i t
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29 T h i r t y  one  p e r c e n t  o f  t he  ALHH w e r e  no t  c o v e r e d  by  any  o f  

the  w e l f a r e  schemes  and e ven  the  b e n e f i c i a l  h o u s e h o l d s  

had o b t a i n e d  on an a v e r a g e  o n l y  a  meagr e  amount  o f  

Rs 2491

30 ALHH d e p e n d e d  e q u a l l y  o n  f o r m a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  l i k e  

comme r c i a l  b a nk s  co o p e r a t i v e s  and  non f o r m a l  a g e n c i e s  

l i k e  money l e n d e r s  f r i e n d s  r e l a t i v e s  e t c  f o r  a v a i l i n g  

c r e d  1 1

31 E i g h t y  f o u r  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o  I d s  u n d e r  s t u d y  h a d  

a v a i l e d  c r e d i t  a t  t he  t ime  o f  the  s t u d y

32 C r e d i t  a v a i l e d  was  s i g n i f l c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s i z e  o f  

h o l d i n g  and t o t a l  i ncome o f  t he  h o u s e h o l d

33 S i x t y  f i v e  o f  t he  ALHH t h a t  had a v a i l e d  c r e d i t  had  amount  

o v e r d u e  a g a i n s t  them and i n  many o f  t he  c a s e s  t h e r e  was  

no s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n  f o r  non r ep ay me nt  o f  l o a n s

34 A bo u t  28 p e r  c e n t  o f  the  d e f a u l t e r s  had  on an  a v e r a g e  

Rs 5884 o v e r d u e  a g a i n s t  them and t he  sum f o r med  a b o u t  80 

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  amount  o v e r d u e

15 l a r g e  sums o f  money on c r e d i t  was  g i v e n  by  i n s t i t u t l o n a 1 

a g e n c i e s  l i k e  co mme rc i a l  b a n k s  and co o p e r a t i v e s  w h i l e
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non i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s  l i k e  money 1enders ,  f r 1 ends and 

r e l a t i v e s  advanced smal l  amounts o n l y  a t  h i g h  r a t e s  o f  

i n t e r e s t  a nd  s u c h  sums w e r e  m a i n l y  u s e d  t o  meet  

consumpt ion r eq u i re me nt s

3b C r e d i t  ove rdue  was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  and p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  

to t o t a l  l and  h o l d i n g  t o t a l  e x p e n s e s  t o t a l  c r e d i t  

ava l  1ed and t o t a l  amount o u t s t a n d i n g

37 Reg r e s s  i on a n a l y s l s  showed tha t  t o t a 1 income and number 

o f  d a y s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  h a d  s i g n i f i c a n t  and  i n v e r s e  

r e l a t i o n  w i t h  the c r e d i t  amount overdue

38 No s p e c i f i c  t r e n d  wa s  o b s e r v e d  on t h e  l e v e l  o f  

i n d e b t e d n e s s  o f  the  ALHH on t he  s i z e  o f  h o l d i n g  o r  

d i f f e r e n t  income l e v e l s

39 About h a l f  o f  the t o t a l  number o f  househo lds  d i dno t  have  

any s a v i n g s

40 M a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  ALHH t h a t  h a d  s a v i n g s  i n v e s t e d  i n  

i n f orma l  a g e n c i e s  l i k e  p r i v a t e  and d a i l y  c h i t s

41 S o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  l e v e l s  o f  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

r e s pond en t s  were  low
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42 S c i e n t i f i c *  c u l t i v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  w e r e  n o t  f o l l o w e d  by  

m a j o r i t y  o f  the h o u s e h o ld s  s i n c e  they  had o n l y  low l e v e l  

ol  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u p p o r t  system

43 H e a l t h  a n d  h y g e i n i c  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

h ou se ho I ds  were  s a t i s f a c t o r y

44 N i n e t y f o u r  p e r c e n t  o f  t he  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  

work f o r  more number o f  days  but  c ou l d n  t g e t  i t  due to 

l ack  o f  employment o p p u r t u n i t l e s

45 Of  t he  t o t a l  r e s p o n d e n t s  52 p e r c e n t  w e r e  member s  o f  

r e g i s t e r e d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a nd  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e i r  

p o l i t i c a l  a wa r en e s s  was h i g h  w h i l e  the  o t h e r s  a b s t a i n e d  

f rom p o l i t i c s  due t o  r e a s o n s  l i k e  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  

i g n o r an ce  e t c  and some o t h e r s  even  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  a s  a 

n u l s a n c e

T h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  a r e  in  a c o m p a r a t i v e l y  poor  c o n d i t i o n  

w i t h  low e d u c a t i o n  economic and s o c i a l  s t a t u s  In g e n e r a  1 

the income l e v e l  o f  the  p o p u l a t i o n  was low and e x p e n d i t u r e  

l e v e l  i s  h i g h  M a j o r i t y  o f  the  h o u s e h o l d s  were  i n d e b t e d  and 

a b o u t  one f i f t h  w e r e  l i v i n g  b e l o w  t h e  p o v e r t y  l i n e  w i t h  

p e r c a p i t a  c o n s u m p t i o n  e x p e n d i t u r e  l e s s  t h a n  Rs 2510 p e r  

y ea r
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Most  o f  the  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  m o d e r a t e l y  and some we re  

s e v e r e l y  u n d e r  e m p l o y e d  T h e  l a n d  h o l d i n g  s i z e  o f  t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  i n  g e n e r a l  was  v e r y  s ma l l  A l a r g e  

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t he  h o u s e h o l d s  w e r e  s t i l l  not  c o v e r e d  by  any  o f  

t he  we 1 f a r e  p rog r ammes  and t he  s a v i n g s  1 e ve  1 o f  m a j o r i t y  o f  

t he  h o u s e h o I d s  was v e r y  1ow

The  s t u d y  c o n f i r m s  many o f  t h e  b i t t e r  f i n d i n g s  

a b o u t  t h e s e  p o o r  p e o p l e  m  e a r l i e r  s t u d i e s  A d e q u a t e  s t e p s  

a r e  to  be  t a k e n  t o  i mpr ove  t h e i r  s o c i o  e con omi c  c o n d i t i o n s  

w l t h o u t  1e a v i n g  them n e g I e c t e d  a nd  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t he  

f i e l d  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  s h o u l d  be  g i v e n  due  c o n s i d e r a t i o n

U n l e s s  we t r e a t  h o u s e h o l d s  a s  t he  p r i m a r y  u n i t  f o r  

p u r p o s e s  o f  r u r a l  d e v e 1opment and  a g r l c u 1t u r a 1 d e v e 1opment i t 

w i l l  be  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e v e l o p  l a b o u r  i n t e n s i v e  t e c h n i q u e s  t h a t  

a 1 one c an  g u a r a n t e e  emp1oyment  C o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  h o l d i n g s  

w o u ld  w i d e n  t h e  a c c e s s  o f  s m a l l  and  m a r g i n a l  l an d  h o l d e r s  to  

i m p r o v e d  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  t h e r e b y  l e a d  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  But  u n d e r  t he  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  

a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h i s  i s  d i f f i c u l t



The c u r r e n t  a n t i p o v e r t y  p r o g r a m m e s  t h o u g h  q u i t e  

s i g n i f i c a n t  in terms o f  a b s o l u t e  o u t l a y s  a r e  not  s u f f i c i e n t  

to t a c k l e  the  p r ob l ems  o f  the ALHH I mp l eme nt a t i on  o f  these  

can be done more e f f e c t i v e l y  by w i d e n i n g  the r o l e  o f  non 

gove rnmenta l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s

I t  i s  t r u e  tha t  the c o n d i t i o n s  o f  the s o c i a l l y  and 

e c o n o m i c a l l y  weaker  s e c t i o n  have  much improved in the  l a s t  

f ou r  de ca de s  bu t  a l o t  i s  y e t  to be  done Growth i s  not  

p o s s i b l e  by j u s t  w i s h i n g  f o r  i t  S imp l e  e co n ome t r i c s  show 

t h a t  the  g r e a t  s o u r c e s  o f  g r o w t h  l i e  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  

i t s e l f  w a i t i n g  to be  u n s ha c k 1ed

SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH

The s t u d y  can be  e l a b o r a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

l i n e s  o f  r e s e a r c h  work in f u t u r e

1 E l a b o r a t e  s t u d i e s  can be done c o v e r i n g  t ime s e r i e s  d a t a  

a 1 so

2 S i m i l a r  s t u d i e s  can be  conduc ted  m  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  o f

the  s t a t e  a l s o

J S e p a r a t e  s t u d i e s  can be  c on du c te d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  t ypes  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  l i k e  paddy  f i e l d  wo r ke r s  coconut  

c l i m b e r s  s k i l l e d  l a b o u r e r s  e t c
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Append ix  I

D i s t r i c t  w i s e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s
in  K e r a l a

SI D i s t r i c t  
No

T o t a l  P o p u l a t i o n No o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
1 a b o u r e r s

1 K a sa rg o d e 1071508 80000

2 Kannur 2251727 121193

3 Vyanad 672128 74237

4 Kozh ikode 2619941 82002

5 Maiappuram 309b330 225737

6 P a l a k k a d 2382235 347702

7 T h r l s s u r 2737311 11822bb

8 E r n a k u 1 am 2817236 134845

9 Idukk i I0 7 »0 bb 860b30

10 Kot tayam 1828271 124876

1 1 A lap pu z ha 2001217 143707

12 P a th an am th i t  ta 1188332 866b9

13 K o11 am 240756b 153047

14 T h i ru vanan thap u ram 2946650 261064

T o t a l  ( K e r a l a ) 29098518 210 3 3 9 5

S ou rce Census  o f  I n d i a 1991



Appendix II

( A )  A t t i n g a l  Sub d i v i s i o n

I  Chi r a y  m keezhu  b l o c k

1 Anchuthengu

2 A^hoor

3 (. h i r ayankeezhu

4 K ada lk avoo r

I I  Kazhakootam b l o c k

] Andoor Konam

2 A l t  ipi  a

3 Kadinamkulam

4 Kazhakootam

I I I  K i l im a n o o r  b l o c k

1 Karavaratn

2 K i 1imanoor

3 Madavo it

4 N a g a ro o r

L is t  of district

5 K i z h u v i 1 lam 

b Mudakkal  

7 Vakkom

5 Mangalapuram

6 Pothencode

7 S reeka r iam

5 Nava iku lam

6 Pal  1l c k a l

7 Pazhayakunumme1

8 Pu l im ath

Kr i s h i b h a v a n s  l n Th i ruvanantbapuram  
( s u b  d i v i s i o n  -  w i s e )



1 Ohemmaruthy

2 Cherunniyoor

3 Edava

4 r iakxmon

IV Varkala block

5 Manampoor

6 Atur

7 V e t tu r

(D )  Ncdumangad Sub d i v i s i o n  

I  Nedumangad b lo ck  

t Anad

2 A ruv ik ka ra

3 Karakul  am

4 Panavoor

5 Vembayam

I I  Vamanapurara b l o c k

t K a l l a r a

2 Mamkkal

3 Nanmyode

4 N e 11anadu

5 Pangode

6 Peringammala

7 P u 11ampara

8 Vamanapurara

ITT V e l l a n a d  b lock

t Aryanad

2 KaMakada

3 K u t t i c h a l

4 Poovachal

5 Tho1lcode  

b Uzhamalakkal

7 V e 1lanad

8 V i t h u r a

CC) N e y y a t in k a ra  Sub d i v i s i o n  

I  A th iyannoor  b lo ck

1 A th iyannoor

2 K an j l r am k u 1 am

5 T h i ru v a l l am

6 Venganoor



3 Karumkulam

4 Kottulcal

I I  Ncmom block

1 B a 1aramapuram

2 Ka11ly o o r

3 Mara n a 11oor

4 M a r u k l1

I I I  P a r a s s a U  block

1 f h en k a l

2 Karode

3 K a l a t h u r

IV Perumkadavila block

1 Am boon

2 A r iy an c o d e

3 K a l 1 xkkad

4 K o l l a y i l

5 ICunnathukal

V Thiruvananthapurara Rural

1 C h e t t i v i 1akom

2 Kadakampa11y

ISource  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f

7 \izhinjam

5 Nemom
6 P a l l i c h a l

7 V i l a p p i l

8 V i l a v o o r k a l

4 P a r a s s a l a

5 Poovar

6 Thirupuram

6 O ttasekharamanga lam

7 F e ru m k ad av i l a

8 Perumpazhuthoor

9 V e l l a r a d a

U11oor
Vat  t ij  oorkavu  

Covt o f  K e r a l a  ( 1 9 9 2 ) J

3

4

Agricu1ture



Appendix III

Sub D iv i s i o n

1 Name and a d i e s s  of  the 
respondent

2 Re I i g  ion

3 Block

1 I r im ary  data  of  the household  

a Family s t a tu s  

b Housing cond i t ion  

c Nature  of  ownership  

d Whether house m  e l e c t r i f i e d

5 Tamily p a r t i c u l a r s

SI Name R e la t i on  Age Sex
No to the

head of  
fam i 1y

labou re r s  

Name of  K nsh ibh avan

t a s te  

Panchayat

Jo in t/Nuc1 ear

H u t/ th a tch ed/ t l1ed/concrete

Owned/Rent

Yes/No

Educatlonal  Status

N i l  P n  Mid High Abo
mary d i e  sch ve 

ool

Economic s t a tu s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
in te rv i ew  schedule



b Employment details

Number of  Employment s t a t u s  No of  days
Member -  -

Main Sub Main

Type o f  work Working hours
-  -  Per day

Agr j  Non a g r i  Others

h i r e d / s e l f  h i r e d / s e l f  h i r e d / s e l f

Wages
Tota l

A g r i  Non a g r i  Others
Cash/Kind Rs Rs Rs Rs

employed  

Sub

Break
hours

Remarks

Employment S ta tus  ( 1 )  Govt Servant  ( 2 )  Govt Labour
( 3 )  T r i v a t e  l abou r  ( 4 )  B u s ine s s
( 5 )  Household a c t i v i t i e s  ( 6 ) C o l l i e



7 Land holding (in cents)

Type o f  A rea  A rea  A rea  Net G ro s s  Va lue
land owne 1 l e a s e d  l e a s e d  C u l t i  C u l t i

in  out v a t e d  v a t e d  (Rs  )
A rea  A rea

Vet land  
Di y land  
Garden  l a i d  
Uncu 1 t l v a b l e  
land

8 Land use P a t t e r n

T jp e  A rea  V a lu e  Income/year
( C e n t s )  Rs Rs

A rea  under  b u i l d i n g  
A rea  c u 1t i v a t e d  
T a l 1 ow 1 and
(O t h e r  than cu r r en t  f a l l o w s  
Land for non a g r i  
Purpose  ( s p e c i f y )

9 C u l t i v a t i o n  d e t a i l s

Area/No Trield V a lu e  Expen -  Income P r o f i t /
Crops o f  p 1 a n t s  -  s e s  Loss

MP BP MP BP

Coconut
Paddy
T a p io c a
Pepper
Rubber
Ai et anu L
P u 1ses
V e g e t a b 1es
Banana
O the r s
(Spec  i f y )



11) farm implements and machinery

Item Number Va lue  Income ( i f  any )
Rs Rs

Country  r 1ough 
Spade 
P ickaxe  
Showe1 
S i c k l e s
Mechanised P loughs
Baskets
S p ray e r s
1 adder
T r a c t o r s
Others  ( S p e c i f y )

11 L i v e  s l o c k  s t a t u s

L iv e  S lock  Number Va lue  Income Expense Remarks

Mi lch  cow 
Work C a t t l e  
Bu f  f  f a 1 o 
Coats  
P ig
F o u 1 t ry
Others  ( S p e c i f y )

12 Consumer d u r a b l e s

Items No Year  o f  P r i c e  Mainte  P re sen t
Purchase  nance v a lu e  Rs

Radio
Tan
B ieye  1e 
Tabl  e 
C ha i r s  
Cots  
I r o n
Others  ( S p e c i f y )



13 Permanent assets

Type No /Area  Va lu e  Income Expense Net income or
Rs Rs Rs v a l u e  (Rs )

Land
Houses
Shops
Gold
Others  ( S p e c i f y )

14 D e t a i l s  o f  Income

Sources  o f  Income T ota l  Income (Rs )

A g r i c u 1tu re  
Wages
L iv e  Stock  
Rents  
Pens ion
Others  ( S p e c i f y )

15 Household  e x p e n d i tu r e  P a t t e r n  

( a )  Food expenses  (month ly  a v e r a g e )

Item Source  Qty Purch Rate/Kg T o ta l  expenses
ased  (Kg )  Rs

R ice
Wheat
Coconut
T ap ioca
P r o v i s i o n s
Oi Is
F r u i t s
V e g e t a b l e s
F ish
Egg
Meat
M i lk
kerosene  
Firewood

Source  ( 1 )  F a i r  p r i c e  shop ( 2 )  Open market
( 3 )  Own f i e l d  ( 4 )  Consumer f e d e r a t i o n



(b) Other expenses

T ot a l  
Permonth

1 Tedshops
2 C l o t h s
J House rent
4 L i g h t i n g

F 1ec t r i c l t y  
Kerosene

5 Co n v e nt i o n a l  n e c e s s i t i e s
Cof  f e e  
Tea
B e t e l  chewing  
C i g a r e t t e  Becd i  
Tobacco  
Snu f f
Toddy A r r a c k  
Gan b l i n g

6 Med i ca l  expenses  
Govt H o s p i t a l  
Pvt  H o s p i t a l

7 F d u cs t i o n
a Books f e e s  e t c  
b P r i v a t e  t u t i o n  ( i f  any )

8 Re 1l g i o u s / S o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  
F e s t i v a l s
M a r r l a g e s  
Other s

9 Taxes
10 R e e r e a t i o n  

C inema 
Drama

11 T r a v e l l i n g  Expenses
12 News paper  

Mag a z i ne s  e tc
13 S e r v i c e  c ha r ge s  

( Wash i ng  s e r v a n t s )
14 R e p a i r s  Ma intance  e tc
15 L u x u r i e s  

Ornament s
Mo t o r  v e h ) c 1es  

l b  Fuel
17 Ot he r s  ( s p e c i f y )

Jtems Consumed Ra te /Un i t
O u a n t i t y

expenses  
Per  Year



16 D e t a i l s  of  Expendi ture

Type

l lousehol d expenses

( a )  Tood expenses

( b )  Othei expenses  

Expenses on a g r i c u l t u r e  

Expenses on 1i ves tock  

Other expenses ( S p e c i f y )

Tot a 1

17 Cred i t  a v a i l e d  and i t s  u t i l i s a t i o n

( a )  Source Year of  Puipose Secur i t y
borrowing  
and per iod

1 Formal o r g an i s a t i o n  

Banks

Co operat  ves  

Others Cnee i f y

2 Informal  sources  

Money l enders

Tr -»nds 

Be a t i v e s  

1 thers ( S p e c i f y )

Amount (Rs

Amount 
(Rs )



I n t e r e s t  U t i l i s a t i o n  Amount r ep a i  1 Source o f
f a t t e r n  repayment

Whether repa\ment  
i s  prompt

Amount Reasons Amount
out f o r  non ove rdue (Rs

s tand i rig repayment  
( i f  any)

Remarks



b P e r i o d i c i t y  o f  o b t a i n i n g  l o a n s  Ne ve r /  O c a s s i o n a l /  R e g u l a
o n l y  when needed

c Agency most p r e f f e r r e d  f o r  c r e d i t

Reasons  1 Fas  n e s s  to o b t a i n  l o ans

2 Lower  i n t e r e s t  r a t e

3 B e t t e r  eo o p e r a t i o n

4 O t h e r s  ( s p e c i f y )

d P r ob l ems  in o b t i i n m g  I ians i f  any Yes/No  

I f  Yes  g i v e  r e a s o ns

a P r o e ( d u r a l  r e g i d i t i e s  

b B u r e a u c r a t i c  s e t up  

e O t he r s  ( S p e e i f y )

e Use  o f  a v a i l e d  c r e d i t

1 Used f o r  the  o r g i n a l  pu rp o s e  Yes/No

2 Used f o r  o t h e r  p u r p o s e  Yes/No

J Mis  used  f e s /No

I f  answe r  i s  Yes  f o r  ( 2 )  & ( 3 )  g i v e s  r e a s o n s

18 B e n e f i t s  f rom 1a bou r  w e l f a r e  sehernes

Name ot Scheme Amount P u r p os e  U t i l i s a t i o n
P a t t e r n



Amount ou Ls Landing  
Us

Amount ove rd u e  
Rs

Remarks

19 S a v i n g s

No Type o f  I n s t i t u t i o n  P e r i o d  Amount I n t e r e s t  T o t a l  
s a v i n g s  v a l u e

20 S o c i a  1 p i r  M c i p a t ] oi

a Are  you a member o f

Tan ch aya t /Lo  o p e r a t i v e s / F a r m e r s  f o r um/E l a  Committee  

b Do you a t t e n d  the  m ee t i n g s  and o t h e r  programmes  

R e gu 1a r / O c c a s i o n a 1/Never

f r e q u e n c y  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in e x t e n s i o n  a c t i v i t i e s

At  t endance
A c t i v i t y  -  -  -  -  -  ------

R c gu 1a r  O c a s s l o n a I  Ne ve r

Mee L ings  

Seminar  

E x h l b i t i o n  

D e m o n s t r a t i o n  

F i e l d  t r i p s



d Closeness to Agricultural support system

Per sonne l  Most o f t e n  o f t e n  Sometimes Never

Ag r l  A s s i s t a n t  
A g r 1 Of f i c e r s  
V e t e r i n a r y  S i rgeon  
F i e l d  U f l i c e r s  ( b a n k ;
Input  d e a l e r s  
S c i e n t i s t s  (K A U;

21 I n f o r m a t i o n  s o u r c e  u t i l i s a t i o n

a Source  R e g u l a r  Sometimes Neve r  Source  o f  U t i l i s a
t i on

Newspapc r 
T e l e v i s i o n  
Rad 10
Farm Magaz i nes  
Other  Magaz i nes

22 C o s m p o l j l e n e s s

a l e n o d i t i t y  o f  v i s i t  to the n e a r e s t  town 

D a l 1y/we ek 1y / f o r t n i g h t  1y/monthly  

b Purpose  f o  v i s i t s

r e l a t e d  to a g r i c u l t u r e / d o m e s t i c  s e r v i c e s / e n t e r t a i n m e n t

2J Other  r e l e v e n t  d e t a i l s  

a He a l t h  & Hyge ine

1 D i s t a n c e  to P^(  N e a r / l e s s  than one KM/More

2 Access  to medica l  c a r e  Yes/No

3 Type o f  l a t r i n e  -  Own l and/ ba ck wa te r/ ca na l  s / o r d i n a r y /

w i t h  s e p t i c  tanks

4 S o u r c e  o f  d r  i n k ] n g  wate r  -  We 11/ P l p e / P o n d s /Cana 1s/

R i v e r



5 Is the source own to you Yes/No

b I f  No G i v e  d e t a i l s

7 Q u a l 1 ty o f  w a te r pure/ impure/muddy

8 Wast e  l i s p o s a l

( a )  S o l i d  Thrown out/made i n t o  c ompo s t/o th e r  methods

( b )  L i q u i d  Thrown o u t /u s e d  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n / d i r e c t e d  to  

c a n a l s  ponds

b L e i s u r e

t Do you g(  t enough l e a s  i r e  t ime Yes/No

2 I f  empl oyed , how many da ys  in a week a r e  

vou p r e p a r e d  t o work

3 D e t a i l s  o f  l e i s u r e  t ime a c t i v i t i e s

o A s p i r a t i o n s  & v a l u e s

a L e ve l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  you wou ld

l i k e  to g i v e  your  c h i l d r e n
M a t r i c/G r a du a te /  

P r o f  e s s l o n a 1

b O c c u p a t i o n  you p r e f e r  f o r

you r  chi  1dr en
A g r 1 Labour/  
Govt  job/  
B u s i n e s s

Trade Union  a c t i v i t i e s

a Are  you member o f  any t r a d e  u n i on  Yes/No

b Name o f  the o r g a n i s a t i o n



e I f  Ifps g ive  reasons  

Benef 1 c i a 1 to me 

was foroed t i  join  

Bene f i c i a l  to the community 

No s p e c i f i e  reasons

d I f  No feive reasons  

Igi or anoe 

No! interested  

Not bene f 1 r i a l  

A n 1 1 sance 

Sul s r i p t i o n  t ees 

01 hers

e For how manv years you have been a member of the 

organisa  11 on

2 Whirh one ol you pre fe r  farm work/Non farmwork 

Please g ive  reasons

2b Any other d e t a i l s  you would l ike  to g ive

27 Suggestions ( i f  any)



ABSTRACT
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8 To u n d e r s t a n d  d e t a i l s  s uc h  a s  s o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

c o s m o p o l i t e n e s s  a s p i r a t i o n  1 eve  I s  e t c

9 To s t u d y  t he  l e v e l s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e

ALHH



The s t u d y  was c o n d u c t e d  in the  N e y y a t i n k a r a  

s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  the  d i s t r i c t  in 4 r a n d o ml y  s e l e c t e d  

Knsh ibhavans  Sample s i z e  of  the study was 120 and equal  

number of  respondents  were s e l e c t e d  f rom each  o f  the 4 

Kr lshibhavans

Persona 1 interv iews  were conducted to c o 11ect the 

data from the respondents with the help  of a pre tested  and 

w e l1 s t ructu red  ques t ionna i re

The var  l ab l e s  used in the s t udy  i n c l u d e d  b a s i c  

fami 1y pa r1 1 cu1ars  education 1 eve 1 of  the respondent 1 eve 1 

of emp 1 oyment and d e t a i l s  of  wages 1 and ho 1 d ing s i ze  and 

land ho ld ing  pa t te rn  possess ion  of farm implements consumer 

du r a b l e s  l i v e s t o c k  s t a t us  v a l u e  o f  permanent  a s s e t s  

dependance on the PDS income and expendl ture  pa t te rn  of the 

househo1ds b e n e f 1 1  s from we 1f a re  programmes indebtedness  

and savings  l eve l s  of the households s oc ia l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

and o th e r  r e l e v a n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  whi ch a r e  u s e f u l  in 

measuring the economi c  status  of  a househo1d

For measuring the \ a r t ab l e s  s u i t a b l e  s c a l e s  were 

used  wh i c h  we r e  u s e d  by e a r l i e r  r e s e a r c h e r s  w i t h



m o d i f i c a t i o n s  w h e r e v e r  n e e d e d  an d  i n  some c a s e s  s u i t a b l e  

s c a l e s  and c l a s s e s  were  formed

Data  c o l l e c t e d  was coded t a b u l a t e d  and a n a l y s e d  

w i t h  s u i t a b l e  s t a t i s t i c a l  t o o l s  Some o f  t he  i m p o r t a n t  

f i n d i n g s  o f  th s s t ud y  a r e

1 M a j o r i t y  o f  the house  h o l d s  were  tha t ched  ones  and f a m i l y  

compos 1 t i o n  ma in l y  n u c l e a r

2 The a v e r a g e  f a m i l y  s i z e  was f o u r  and l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of  

the  l a b o u r e r s  b e l o n g e d  to the  age  g r o up  35 55

3 About  67 p e r  cent  o f  the  l a b o u r e r s  were  mo d e r a t e l y  under  

employed and 23 p e r c en t  s e v e r l y  underemployed

4 Wage r a t e s  o f  b o t h  male  and f e ma l e  l a b o u r e r s  were  above  

the minimum wage r a t e s  f l x e d  by  the government  and was  

ma in l y  p a i d  in cash  o n l y

5 D i s p a r i t y  w a s  s e e n  i n  w a g e s  f o r  m a l e  an d  f e m a l e  

l a b o u r e r s  the  l a t t e r  e a r n i n g  o n l y  about  70 pe r  cent  o f  

the f o r mer  p e r  day even though wo r k i ng  hours  were  same 

f o r  bo t h



6 A v e r a g e  a n n u a l  income p e r  h o u s e h o l d  was  a b o u t  Rs 29887

and p e r c a p i t a  income was a b o u t  Rs 8078

7 E i g h t y  n i n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  ALHH d e p e n d e d  w h o l l y  o r  

p a r t i a l l y  on t he  PDS t o  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  f o o d  r e q u i r e m e n t s

8 C e r e a l s  had  t h e  h i g h e s t  s h a r e  i n  f o o d  e x p e n s e s  f o r

m a j o r i t y  o f  h o u s e h o I d s  and f o o d  e x p e n s e s  f o r med  the  m a jo r  

s h a r e  i n  t o t a l  e x p e n s e s

9 E x p e n d i t u r e  was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  and  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  w i t h  

income

10 I t  was  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  18 p e r c e n t  o f  the  ALHH w e r e  b e l o w  

and  21 p e r c e n t  m a r g i n a l l y  a b o v e  t he  p o v e r t y  1 m e  b a s e d  on  

c o n s u m p t i o n  e x p e n d i t u r e

11 A n t i - p o v e r t y  p rog r ammes  w e r e  y e t  t o  r e a c h  one t h i r d  o f

the  p o p u l a t i o n  and  even  t he  b e n e f i t e d  h o u s e h o l d s  g o t  o n l y

a me agr e  amount  p e r  h o u s e h o l d

12 D e p e n d e n c e  f o r  c r e d i t  b y  t h e  ALHH w a s  e q u a l  on  b o t h  

f o r m a l  and  non f o r ma  1 a g e n c i e s  and 84 p e r c e n t  o f  them 

had a v a i l e d  c r e d i t

13 S i x t y  f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t he  h o u s e h o l d s  t h a t  a v a i l e d  c r e d i t  

had a mount s  o v e r d u e  a g a i n s t  them



14 F i n a n c i a l  b a s e  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d s  w a s  u n s t a b l e  a t  a l l

1 e ve  1s o f  lncome

15 F a m i l y  s i z e  a n d  n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  w a s  

i n v e r s e l y  and  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  c r e d i t  a m o u n t  

o v e r d u e

l b  About  h a l f  o f  t h e  t o t a l  h o u s e h o l d s  had no s a v i n g s  and the  

o t h e r s  m a i n l y  i n v e s t e d  i n  non f o r m a l  a g e n c i e s  o n l y

17 S o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  l e v e l  was low f o r  most  o f  the  ALHH

18 Most  o f  t he  ALHH w e re  h i g h l y  e x p o s e d  t o  mass me d i a  had  

h i gh  1 e ve  1s o f  h e a 1th  and h y g e l n e  c os mo p o 1 i t e n e s s  and  

a s p i r a t i o n s

19 M a j o r l t y  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  we r e  members o f  r e g i s t e r e d  

p o 1 l t i c a 1 p a r t l e s  and  had  h i g h  p o 1 l t i c a l  a w a r e n e s s

The r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  f rom the  s t u d y  was s i m i l a r  to  

t h o s e  o b t a i n e d  i n  e a r l i e r  s t u d i e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  most  o f  the  

v a r i a b l e s  The a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  s t i l l  p o o r  and  

down t r o d d e n  and t h e i r  u p l l f t m e n t  ne ed s  g r e a t e r  a t t e n t i o n  

t h a n  t h a t  g i v e n  now By p r o p e r  p o l i c y  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  a nd  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  i t  can  be  made s u r e  t h a t  t h e i r  u p l i f  tmen t l s 

not  a h e r c u l i a n  t a s k


