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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Tribal communities, the weakest section of the Indian
Society constitute 29,9 million tribal population, which
forms seven per cent of India's total population (Census of
India, 1981). Despite the growing importance attached bj
gsocial sclentists to the study of tribal development and
consequent prolific growth of literature on the subject,
one has reasons to feel dissatisfied with the status of’
tribal research in India, which is marked by a low level of

sophistication (Goswami, 1984).

For social scientists, tribes are those which are
included in the scheduled tribe list in the Constitution of
India., The 414 tribes ligted following the 1956 Presidential
Notification differ greatly in their habitats, modes of pro-
duction, degree of isclation, degree of acculturation, level
of development, social customs, beliefs and so on. The
anthropologists' conception of a tribe "as a small, cul-
“furally distinct and economically self sufficient community
with a language of its own and an autonomous poli%icéi
organisation" is utterly ineppropriate to the so called
tribal groups in India (Goswami, 1984). Some go even to
the extent of stating that the ‘concept of a tribe is an
anachronism in the present day world, since there is no

criterion to divide humanity into two branches, tribes and



non=-tribes, Of late, smaller, isolated, technologically
backward communities have either become extinct or have:
become part of one or the other greatenrciv&lizatiogs of
the world. Indian anthropologists have deplcted tfibesw
as small, self-contained, self-gufficilent and awtonomous
cémmunities practising subsistence economy with Iimited

exterﬂal trade.

In spite of all these facts, one cannot forget the
widening chasm between the economically weaker sections
and other sections of the society as clearly evident f£rom the
profile feature. of the tribes in the country. Hence Article
L6 of the Constitution of India lays down, "The state shall
promote with special care the weaker section of the people,
and in particular, of the scheduled castes and scheduled:
tribeé, and sﬂall protect thém from social injusfice and;all
forms of exploitatiqns“, I'With this concern;’the Gévernﬁenf

of Indié has launched numerous tribal development pnogréﬁmes.

Even after the implementation of sﬁch programmes,
tribés of India still stand on a lowen soclo~economic stratum,
The condition of 2.61 lakhs tribal people in Kerala (Census
of India, 1981) is not much different.from the rest of the
tribals in ;ﬁdia. The members:pf scheduled tribes in Kerala
belong to as many as 35 distinct communities arid constitute
1.03 percent of Kerala's total population (Census of India,
1981)., They form the decisively poorest sections of Kerala's



people, Their condition has become still worse owing to
the lack of communication and infrastructural facilitieé,
improper management, organisational arrangements and, above

all, the expleitation by non-~tribal population,

Apart from these problems, tribal communities
enmeshed in age-old customs, beliefs and superstitions,
have continued to remain conservative and extremely tradi-

tion bound with morbid fatalism;

As.Dutta. (1972) laments, lack of adequate comfunica-
tion facilitles 1s one of the major reasons for agricultural
backwardness of tribal villages, The diffusion of knowledge
of improved agriculture is 1imifed by the communicatlon gap
in tribal society (Mahapatra, 1978).

- In order fo study the comﬁunication behaviour of
tribal farmers and to -explore its relationship with their
personal and soclo«psychological characteristics and alse
to identify the key communicators among the tribal farmers,

a research study was undertaken among 'Kanikkars!, thé dom=
inant tribe in Trivandrum Bistrict, An attempt to study the
cultural-anthropological characteristics and leadership
modes among the tribal farmers has also been made since their
culture and life style are related with agriculture. The

specific objectives of the study were:

{i) To study the communication behaviour in terms of
" information input, pfocessing; output, and feed back

pattern of tribal farmers.



(i) o study the information seeking behaviour of the

. tribal farmers,

(1ii) To find out the relationship between personal and
- '~ socio~psychological characteristics of tribal

farmers and the communication behaviour.

(iv) To study the extent of credibility attached to
various sources of informétion by the tribal

farmers,

(v) To identify the key communi cators among ﬁhe tribal

farmers. -

(vi) To study the cultural-anthropological characterisi-

ics. and leadershlp modes.

Scope of the study

Transfer of technology is vital in any type of
development and comes to have utmost ilmportance in agr;—
cultural development, Since tribal people feitch their
livelihood mainly from agriculiure, and the agricultural
production in tribal area is found to be low, an adequate -
strategy for agricultural communication becomes impgraﬁive;
Therefore; it is expected that the results of this study
‘would yleld types of information that may help to'st?eamline
the éppropniate cémmﬁpication strategy for the diffusion of
agricultural information among the tribal farmers.,



Limitations of the study

A study of the personal and socio-psychological condi-
tions of the tribal peovle has its own difficulties. The
areas of their dwelling are inaccessible making it difficult
to establish proper rapport with them. Similarly, as a
student research project undertaken as a part of requirement
for the M.Sc.(Ag.) programme, it has its own inherent dif-
ficulties such as lack of time and finance, Since no courses
are offered iﬁ the College: of Agriculture in cultural-
anthropological areas, many limitations might have intruded
into it, So, only a very general and cursory attempt has.
been made for studying the cuitural—anthroPOIOgical
charactepristics and leadership mocdes because of the low.
level of comprehension in these areas. Despite all these
difficulties, sincere and devoted efforts have been made to

meke this study as objective and systematic as possibles

Presentation of the report

The thesis 1s divided into six chaptlers.

The flrst chapter  introduces the subject of the thesis
indicating its scope, its limlitations, and the way in which

the study has been pursued.

The second chapter covers the relevant literature,
theoretical framework of the study, and derivation of hypoth-~

eses.

L 3



The third chapter deals with the definition of con-
cepts and methodology in which detalls regarding locale,
sampling, empirical measures used, data collection and the
statistical methods used for the analysis of data have

been presented.

In the fourth chapter, the results of the study are

presented in relation to the objectives,

The £ifth chapter-deals with the discussions based.
on the results obtained.

A summary of. the entire study emphasising salient .
f£indings is given in the sixth chapter,

The references and appendices are given at the end.
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CHAPTER II
THEORETICAL ORIENTATION

In this chapter; an attempt has been made to develop
a theoretical frame work for the study of communication
behaviour of tribal farmers: in relation to their personal
and socio~psychological characteristiOs; which helped to
" form realistic hypotheses. Research studies having direct
relevance to the present study were very limited, However,
every effort was made to review the available 1iterature_
on the subject. In accordance with the obJectives of thé
study, the review of the previous works is fﬁrnished in the
following lines.

1. The concept of tribe.
2, Communication process.
5, Communication behaviour
(a) Information input
(b) Information processing
(¢) Information output
(d) Information feed back
4, Information seeking behaviour
5. Personal and socio-psychological variables and their
relationship with communication behaviour
6. Source credibility
7. EKey communicators
8. Sociometry.

At the end, the hypotheses formulated with respect to

the variables are presented.



1. The concept of tribe

According to Gazeteer of India, "a tribe is a collec-
tion of families bearing a common hame, speaking a common
dialect, occupying or professing to occupy a common territory
and is not usually endogamous, though originally it might

have been so,!

According to OxfordEnglish Dictionary, "a tribe is a
group of people in a primitive stage of development acknowledg-
ing the authority of a chief and usually regarding themselves

as having a common ancestor."

To quote Majumdar (1958), "a tribe is a collechtion of
families or groups of families bearing'a compmon name, members
of which occupy the same territory, speak the same language,
and observe certain taboos regarding ﬁarriage, profession or
occupation and have developed a well assessed system of

reciprocity and mutuality or obligations,"

Madan (1967) defined tribe as follows: "A tribe
descends from a common biiogical, mythical or legandary
ancestor; it occupies a defined territorys it has a common
history; +the tribe speaks a common dialect and it 1s inva-

riably endogamous™.

According to Sharma (1975), "the tribe is a group of
persons having a common definite territory, common dialect,
common nhame, common religion and a common culture, in whom
there is a blood relationship agd conseguently a feeling of

unity, who have a peculiar political organisation and who



‘generally marry within their own group,”

According to Chadhopadhyay (19?8ﬁ the definition éf
"tribe!" as it has emerged from attempts of scholars on tribal
life is - a social group usually with a definite avea,
dialect, cultural homogeneity, and unifying social organiza-
tion, It can include several subgroups; such as clans and-
sibs, A tribe ordinarily has an ancestor and a patron :
deity, The families or groups composing the larger fribal
units are linked through "blood ties' as the term is
commonly used, and through religious, social and socio~

economic functions,

2, Communication process
Schramm (1960) opined that communication is the

process of establishing "commonness" with someone. He:
explained communication process.with elements such as soﬁrce,

encoder, signal, decoder, destinationh and feed back.

Leagans (1961) defined communication as a process.
by which two or more people exchange ldeas, feelings, or
impressions so that each gains a common understanding of ‘the

meaning, intent and use of the message.

Rogers. and Svenning (1969) put forth a general thecret-
ical view point that communication processes are integrai,
vital elements of mddernisation and development. Hence it is
hardly posslible to design research.in any field of human
behaviour without making some assumpitions about human

communication.



10

Agee, Ault and Emery (1979) defined communication as
the act of transmitting information, ideas and attitude from

one person to another.

It could be summarised from the above reviews that
communication exists at the root of all human behaviour. Hence
for planning effective communication strategy, it fs necegsary

to understand the communication: behaviour of tribal farmeps.'

3. Communication behaviour

The term, communication behaviour was used by Schramm
(1960). while reporting she study on radis audience by Katz and
Kendall (49483,

Communication behaviour, according to Berilo (1960)
explains why, how, when, with whom énd with<wha£ consequences

man behaves,

. Rogers (1962) considered communication behaviour as the
degree to which an individual is willing to seek inférmation
and sé%v;ce.

Singh and Singh (1974) considered'communication beHaviour
as the extent to which an individual is éxposed to the different
‘mesgages from various communication,sourées for the sake of

adopting a particular message.

Reddy and Singh (1979) considered,that‘communication,i
behaviour consists of two parts, such as receiver's communica-
tion behaviour and sender's communication behaviour. The

sender's communication behaviour includeé the components of
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communication ability, skills and channel use effectiveness
and .the reéiver's communication behaviour includes components

of awareness, comprehension and attitude change.

(a) ZInformation input

Agarwal and Kulkarni (1976) reported that the mass:
media. communication like radio broadcast, screening of agri-
cultural films and other visual graphics communication @edia,
haVQ-shown_proﬁisingxresult in thg case of marginal faréérs.
They also reported that the marginal farmers inclined mére

towards person~to-person communication.

Balasubramoniam (1976) reported that farmers utilized
formal sources mostly, followed closely by informal sourices 5
and nmedia scurces'for getting information about high yiéiding 
varieties of paddy.

Sripal (1978) reported that use of any projected .or
visual alds during the centre meeting was found to increase

the tribal farmers' knowledge in the topic taught,

Narayanappa. (1978) identified neighbours and relatives
as the most important sources of information in the different
stages of adoption of improved agriculﬁural practices ambng

Karnataka farmers.

Obibuaku and Mustafa (1978) reported that demonst;a-
tions, films and lectures were more effective than otherj
media which relied on reading ability among rural people.

" Sheris£(1985) reported that majority of the non contact
farmers received most of the informations on paddy cultivation
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from Yother farmers" in their locality. The "contact farmers"
came only next o "other farmers" as a source of information.
"Agricultural Scientists" were the least consulted source of

information,

(b) ZInformation processing

Ambastha (1974) reported that majority of the farmers
evaluated farm innovations by considering profitabllity
(88,25 per cent), witnessing demonstration plots or plots
cultivated: by fellow farmers (78.12 per cent), conducting
trial (70,62 per cent) and dlscussing with progregsive
farmers (64,75 per cent)., The information processing indices
ranged from 0,07 to 5.31, the average being 4.98. There was
no significaht difference between the'processing average. of
non-package block farmers (2.04) and package block farmers
(1.93).

Balasubramoniam (1976) reported that the farmers of
the client system evaluated the information on high yielding
varieties of paddy received mainly by "considering its
profitability®., Most of them discussed with friends and
neighbours first and Yobserved such crops growvn in other
holdings" next before taking the final decision. They also
consulted Village Level Workers before making the final

decision.

Vijayaragavan (1976) reported that the most used
methods of evaluation ¢f an innovation by the gardenland

farmers were dlscusslon with famlly members, consideration



of. availability of inputs and consideration of profitability,

- whereas in the case of dryland farmers, the method wag discussion
with family members, witnessing demonstration plots and con-
sideration of profitability. Garden land farmers did not
siénificgntly differ from dryland farmers in respect of average

information processing amount,

Sherief (1985) reported the increasing difficulty the
non-contact farmers experienced as the complexity and cost

implications of the messages increased.

(¢} Information output

Reddy and Reddy (1972) found that the extent of adoption
of improved see&, plant protection and fertilizers were 99.47
per cent, 66.32 per cent andI27.55 per oent-respectively.

Ambastha (1974) reported that information output indices
of the farmers ranged from 0,17 to 15.77, the average being
5.02, The mean output of package block farmers (6.75), was:
significantly higher than that of non package. block farmers
(5.51).

Bhatti (1975) found that majority of the non-adopters

of various practices were small farmers.

Kalamegam (1975) concluded that the adoption of improved
practices by small farmers was found relatively high in the

progressive village than in the less progressive village,

Vijayaragavan (1976) found that the average use adaoption

and symbolic adoption quotients of garden land farmers
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(86,50 and 67.40) were higher than ﬁhét of dryland farmers:*
(29‘50}and 52.50). Gémpared to dryland farmers, gardeﬁiand
farmers communicated more information to their fellow farmers.
The average information output amount of gardenland farmers

was significantly higher than that of:dryland'farmers. )

- (8) Information feed back

Chatterjee (1973) pointed out that out of many -
factbrs, feed back was one of the important factors associated
with the communication effectiveness of the change agents.

Mehrabian and Reed:{1973) hypothesised that accuracy
of communicatian is correlated with the availabllity of fe 2d.-

back to the communicator,

Dahama and Bhatnagar (1980) stated that in effective
ccmmunicatian, feed back is of paramount importanrce: An
'experxenced communicator is attentive to feed back and cbn;
stantly modifies hig message in the light of what he observes

ln or- hears from the audience.’

Sherief (1985) reported that most of the feed back from
the non contact farmers was mainly communicated to "other
farmers"., Contact farmers were involved in this process: only
to,léssen~exteﬁtm 'Pefsonal talk during easual meeting'ﬂwas
found to be the most important occasion for feed back, 'Personal
talk qufing farm visit' and personal talk during home visit'
.were also fcuné to be used by the non contact farmer to émlesser
extent. | |



L, Information seeking behaviour

" Menon {1970) in his study on small farmers reported
that thelr contact with extension agency was more or less
unidirectional, the farmers had to go to the agent to avail
themnselves of concession or seek information. He further
stated that.the radio,exhibition, and filmshows wera;the

extension methods more familiar to the small farmers.

Prasad and Sinha (1970) found that the relativesand
family members, farm neighbours and Villagg Level Workers

were the most utilised sources.

Pachori and Gureshi (1973) concluded that férmeré.
utilised sources such as exhibition, demonstratlon, posters,
radio and filmshows in the order of priority +to know the
information regarding agricultural techneology.

Ambastha (1974) reported that the radio emerged as
the most utllised source followed by progressive farmers,
Village Level Workers and block level officials in the order

of preference.

Mathur et al. (1974) found that the farmers have
shown greater dependence in interpersonal-localite sources
spch as relatives; neighbours, friends, Village Level Workers,
and to some extent IARI personnel for information and consulta-

tion.

Jha and Pathani (1975) revealed that small farmers

ranked gramsevaks and neighbours as the two most frequently
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used sources of information and they also found that Viliage
Level Workers, neighbours and demonstrations were considered

as highly credible sources of information for small farmers.

| Kalamegam (1975) reported that the Village Level -

‘ Workers, Deputy Agricultural Officers and campaigns in the
progressive village, and nelghbours and friends, Village Level
Workers and relatives in the less progressive village were:

utilised more for adoption.

Agarwal and Kulkarni (1976) reported that the mass
media communicaéion such as radio broadeast, screening 6f
agricultural £ilms and otﬁer visual graphics communication
media have shown promising results in the case of marginal
farmerss, They also reported that the marginal farmers igcliﬁed

more towards person=-to-person communication,

Balasuhfamoniam (1976). reported that farmers utilised
formal. sources mostly, followed closely by informal sourées
and media sources for getting information about high yieiding
varieties of paddy,

Ranganathan (1976) found that the radio was utilised
by cent per cent paddy growers followed by posters; bamboe
thatties, demonstration; newspapers, exhibiiiqn, folders'and

tea~-shop boards in the order of preference,

' Somagundaram (1976) reported that both adopter and
nonadopter small farmers used office qall, farm and homé

visits, tours and field trips to neighbours, progressive
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farmers, input merchants, the radio, printed material and

postérs to get new informations about IR20. paddy innovation,

Panneerselvam (1978) found that ceat per cent farmers
of both the progressive and less progressive villages
utilised gramasevaks as their information sources. The
radio and agricultural Journals were uéed more in progres-—

sive villages than in non-progressive villages.,

Ravi (1979) reported that newspapers and the radio
were more used by more numberiof’férmers than other ‘mass-
media gources; +the radio was used to receive 'most! of the
information ang it was considered as the most credible

source vhen compared to other mass media sources,

Sherief (1985) reported that among the mass media
sources, 'nawspaper' emerged as an important source of
information for non contact farmers. The next important
mass-media source was the 'farm broadcasts'. The least

consulted sources were 'leaflets’, 'bulletins' and 'campaigns’.

5. PBersonal and socio gszchologlcal variables and.

lheir relationship with communication behaviour.
(1) Age

Age plays & significant role in the ordinary tribal life,
according to Sachidananda (1968), Sshay (1969) and Dube {1977).

‘Murthy and Singh (1974) found negative relationship between

age and communication behaviour of farmers.
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Sandhu and Darbarilal (1976) observed positive but
non significant relationship between age and communication

behaviour of farmers.

Kalamegam and Menon (197?)'statéd that communica%ion

behaviour of small farmers was dependent on their age,

Nehru (1980) repoﬁted that age was not significantly
related to the communication behaviour: of listeners of farm

broadcasts,

Batara (1983) in his study on the impact of communica-
tion on the acceptance of technological innovations in &
rural community found that age of the farmers was negatively

related to the adoption of technoiogical innovations.

'Siddaramaiah and Rajanna (1984) found that gain in
knowledge of the farmers about agricultural aspects was.
significantly assoclated with their age.

The relation between the age of the {tribal and his
© technological gap has been reported by Tripathi (1972) and
Sadamate (1978). |

Sherief (1985) reported that age was found to be
negativély and significantly correlated with communication
behaviour.

{1i) Education

Sahu (1970) and Srivastava and Singh (1970) reported

illiteracy as a major problem in tribel areas,
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-Siﬁgh and Sahay (1970) revealed a c¢lose association

between education and communication behavioup of farmers, .

singh (1970) observed that educaticn has positive
association with the source utilizatién component of differenr

tial communication behaviour.

. Sundaraswamy (1971) reported that education has shoun
a significant relationship with the use of information'

-sources,

Ramachandran (1974) found;poSiﬁive assoclation bétween
education and information source utilization of big, medium,

and small farmers,

Vlswanathan et al. (1975) found that education of

small farmers had reduced their contact with.informal source.

Singh ard Ambastha (1975) found that educatlonal level
of farmers was not significantly correlated with their ;
information input,

Sandhu and Darbarilal (1976) feund that education and
communication behaviour of farmers wsre 51gn1ficantly cor=
related,

Kirpal (1978) observed that in spite of many facilities
being reserved for the scheduled ¢astes and tribes in the
sducation system, they remain a backwsrd sector of the -

community,

Sadamate (1978) reported low 1evels of education
.(84 39 percent illiterates) of tribal respondents.



Ravi (1979) observed a non' significant relationship

between education and information seeking tehaviour,

Rao and Reddy (1980) reported education as one of the
essential characteristics associated with'interﬁpersonai

communication behaviour of contact farmers.

Vijayaragavan and Subramoni.am (%981) found that educa-
tion has non-significant assoclation wﬁth information process-~

ing of faz’ﬂlers_.

(iii) Innoﬁatiqn proneness

Innovation proneness was found to be positiﬁely éBSOﬂ
ciated with adoption of farm practieesﬁ(Moulik, 19655
Bhilegaonkar, 1976).

Singh (1981) reported that adop%iop level was posi~
tively correlated.with innovation: proneness of the small,
medium and pooled sample of farmers, but no association wasg

found in the case of marginal farmers,

(iv) Attitude towards Plock exteﬁsionsagencx

Gnanasekharan (1978) observed that attltude towards
extension agency and information seeking behaviour were

positively and significantly related.’

Ravi (1979) observed a non-significant relationship
between attitude and information seeking behaviour of the

tapioca growing ‘farhers.

Sadamate (1978) reported that attitude of trlbes
towards Block extension personnel was: negatively and signi-

ficantly related to technological gap.
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Surendran (1981) reported that most of the tribals had
medium to low level of family norms and showed favourable

attitude towards tribal development programme.,

(v) Social participation
Singh (1970) reparted that lack of participation by the
tribals was one of the shortcomings of the tribal development .

block scheme,

Social participation was reported to be negatively and
significantly related to technological gap, according to
Sadamate (1978). |

(vi) Fatalism

Sen (1969) reported that the leaders' fatalism doas

not influence the adoptive behaviour of others.

Burman and Sharma (1970) found that the question of
values had been found to affect the adoption of settled
agriculture where lands were available with the tribals or

made available by the government.

Dar (1970) reported 'that the tribal attitudes, tradi-
tion and religion made it difficult for the tribals to accept
restrictions on shifting cultivation. The isolation of the

tribal areas from being exposed to new ideas made them

extremely tradition bound.

Salu {1970) reported that due to the prevalence of
rigid, traditional social and cultural outlook, tribal agri-
culture could rightly be classified as subsistence sector of
the tribal economy.
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Srivastava and Singh (1970) reported that the tribals”

have continued to remain conservatlve and tradition bound.

Yadav. (1970) reported that the tribal leaders gave

more emphasis on stdcking to the traditional way of life,

Rattan (1973) reported "communication of agricultural
information in hills faces a fully animated individual who is
aggressive enough to protect his values, rigid enough to defy
even an idea of change, People with gueer individual and
group psychology, morbid fatalism and abhorrence to any change
queer the pitch of the communicator,!

Drieberg (1977) observed that in the tribal institutions
and cultures, taboos played a fundamental role and were
inamicable to change, He further added that local religious
priests played a key part in ordering tribal life which was
observed to be a major problem to the change agents. About
their beliefs, he further added that tribes organised mass

Junt to propitiate their deities and ensure good crop.

Dass (1978) reported about the highly superstitious
nature of Bond tribes of Orissa and Vedas of Ceylon,

~ Racine (1978) reported that 'Malaiyali’ tribes of
Kalrayan mountains in Tamil Nadu are maintaining traditional

social structures.

Vyas and Mann (41980) stated that the tribal society
continued to be superstition ridden. The predominance of
superstition had not been shaken even under the changing

conditions in certain other fields.



{vii) Cosmopoliteness

Tripathi (1972) found that new values;were replacing

0ld because the tribals had cqntinﬁous contact with outsiders,

Murthy and Singh (1974) also reported positive and
significant correlation between cosmopoliteness and information

input and output indices of farmers.

Troisi (1975) reported "the interaction with exogénous
economics and soclal elements of the wider urban culture has

meant that the 'Santals! have a blurred cultural identity."

Kalamegam and Menon (1977) in their study on the
communication behaviour of small farmers found that persénal
cosmopolite sources were utilized to a greater extent inﬁthe

progressive villages than in a less progressive village,

Vijayaragavan and Subramoniam (1981) found that farmers'
cosm0poli£eness;had significant and positive correlétion%with
information input and oubtput, and that it had significanf
association with information processing by farmers.

Ferreira et ai. (1983) in their study also indicated.
that commopolite farmers were. more inclined to adopt new

technology.

Siddaramaiah and Rajemna (1984) found that farmers with
high cosmopoliteness had significantly higher gain in knoﬁledge
about agricultural aspects.

Sherief (1985) reported a positive and significant
correlation between cosmopoliteness and communication behéviour

of non contact farmers.
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The review revealed that most of the above studies
indicatgd the significant relationship between communi.cation
behaviour and the selected variables, whereas results of
certain studies were different. Taking into considératfon‘
the differences in socio~cultural characteristics of the
tribes of Kerala, it has been decided to test the validit&
of the association of the personal and socio—psycholagicéi
variables with the communicétion behaviour of the tribal

FTarmers of the study area.

6, Source cpedibilijx'

Berlo (1960) defined credibility as the degree to
which the communicator is perceived'as trustworthy and com~

petent by the receiver.

Singh and Singh (1972) reported that in the non-progres-
sive village, progressive farmers wegé given the highest
credibility followed by relatives, Demonstration was. given
fifth rap in the order of importance and the least credible |

sources were the radio and bulletin.

Singh (1973) found that in progressive villages, maximum
credibllity ‘was given to the scilentists whereas in nonrproéres-
sive villages, the maximum credibility was giveﬁ to demoné%ra-
tion. Progressive farmers, block extension agency and radio
were given the intermediary positions. Folders and newspaﬁers
were given the 1§ast credibility in both the villages,

Singh and Prasad (1974) concluded that in non-progressive

village, the most credible source was demonstration followed by
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Village Level Worker, friends and neighbours and others.
The least mentioned sources were. self-experience, magazines

and newspaper.

Singhgg al. (1976) reported that the more credible
and accessible media for small farmersvere still thé lochlite
sources and small farmers attached fairly high credibility

+0 demonstrations.’

Talukdar (1976) found that block staff, radio,
demonstrations, neighbours, friends and relatives and press

were: ranked as credible sources in the order of preference.

Chole and Rahudkar (1978)'rep9rted that personal
formal so;;ces were: ranked high credibility by big farmers
whereas, perscnal informal soﬁrceséw@re accorded more Sruste
worthiness by small farmers., Except demonstrations, all
other media sources were ranked as:least credible sources

by high and small farmers, '

Panneersélvam (1978) beporﬁfthat the progressive
villaée farmers considered the "Deputy Agricultural Offigexnt
as the mosﬂprediblé source whereas nonrbrogressive village
farmers considered! "demonstration as the most credible
source®, "Commercial ageﬁcy" was the least credibleé source
in both the villages.

Perumal (1979) reported that the majority of the
farmerg placed: highest credibility upon radio followed bj
Gramsevaks, Agricultural Assigtants, and Deputy.Agribultgral _

Officers in the order of priority.
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Ravi (1979) reported that a larger number of farmers
used the newspaperé and the radio rather than other mass.
media sources, The radlo was used to receive ;most' of the
information and it was considered as the ‘most credible'

1
source when compared te the other mass media sources.

Karippai (1981) reported that friends and relatives:
were found to be the most utilised. source of information
followed by radio, nﬁwépaper, extension-personnel and
agricultural scientists in the descending order.
7+  Key communicators:

arrd Shoerma kev

Rogers (1971) defined opinion leadership as the
degree to vhich an individual is able to influence
informally other individuals! atiitudes or overt. behaviour

in a desired way with relative frequencys

Tripathy (1960) found that 'Santhal' leaders were:
mostly cultlvators and their average size of holdihg was

greater: than that of followers.

Khan (1967) found that the tribal leaders had
significantly more land holding and education than theilp

followers.

Shankar (1969) found that the ﬁajority of the leaders
were more innovative than their followers; Further, the
overatl socmo—economlc status of leaders was found to be

significantly higher than that of their followers.
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Singh{1973) reported that key communicators were
distinetly characterised by more cosmopoliteness compared

to communicators or noncommunicators,

"Babu (1977) found that opinion leaders were better
users of mass media and cosmopolite ilnterpersonal sourges

for getting information on improved cultivation practices,

8, Sociometry

Franz ‘(1939) defined soclémetry as "a method uséd
for the discovery and manipulation of social configuration
by measuring the attractions and repulsions between

individuals in a group®,

Bron Fenbronner (1943) defined sociometry as o
method of discovering, describing,and evaluating social
status structure and development through measuring the
extent of acceptance or rejection between individuals in

groups¥,

The sociometric test explained by Frankel and
Potashinad (1944) consists in having each member of a
group chosen, from all the other members those with whom
they preferred to associate themselves in specific situatien.
The resul%s of sociometric tests were: supplemented by
personal interview. This was the procedure originally
followed by Moreno (1937) in his study among the girlszin
a training school. The soclometric choices were plotﬁ%d
in a soclogram, depicting the‘attractions and repulsioﬂs

among the members of the group studied.
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Another techunique for portraying and analysing
socioﬁetric data is the matrix, As Moreno (1960);stated,
a typical matrix is a simple cross tabulation of N x N
dimensions, corresponding to the group of N individuaals,
thg various entries-érequgntiy fepresenﬁed by symbols
indicatiﬁg each person's feeling towafds other  members of
the groups o

" Rahim (1961) used the sociometric¢ technique to
iocate the opinion leaders in an East ?akistan eOmﬁunity.

Mulay et al. (1966) studied the traditional and
emerging pattern of leadership in a village of Delhi Uhion
Territory by use. of SQqugrams which were: drawn wifh three
choices. for each sit&é%ion. Quantification of data was:
achieved by allocating weightages: for the first, second and
third choices,

Singh and Arya (1968) used sociometric test to all
family heads in two villages;near\Delhi t0 measure the

opinicn leadership of these wvillages.,

Sheh and Patel (1970) employed sociometric technique
for the identification of farm opinion leaders in two North

Indian villaées;

Veerabhadraiah et al. (1971) used sociometric
nmiethod fér the identificatlon of perceived best: farmers
in a North Karnataka Village.
Dubey and Dwivedi (1972) used this technique for the

identification of opinion leaders and their characteristics.
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Galkwad et al. (1972) identified opinion leaders
with the help of a socilometric'test which also helped
in understanding the functions performed and the roles

played by the leaders,

Reddy and Sshay (1973) employed this technique to
identify the riral leaders in two North Indian Village

communities.

Shankaraiah (1972) made:usdof sociometric test
“in his studies on "different pattenns of commmumnication
 in two Indian Villages to locate the influentials".

Singh and Singh (1972) on a study of socio-economic
characteristics of polymorphic and monomorphic opinion-
leaders in a farming commuhity employed the technique.

' Verma‘(1972) in his study on personal influence
in transmission of ideas used soclometric technigue to

identify ‘the oplnion leaders in a village in Uttar Pradesh,

Somu (1975) in bis study "Identlfication of opinion-
leaders and. their characteriqtlcs", made usepf sociometric
] technique to identlfy the 0p1nion 1eaders in a South Indian

village.

Shailaja (1981) used sociometric technique to

identify four categories of‘leaﬁeps namely, adoptive
leadene,‘opinipnlleaders,‘d;eeussibn,group leaders and
progressive leaders while studﬁ;ngftheir influence in the
development of rural aeas. |

With the support of the above mentioned review of
literature, the conceptual frame work has been developed and
is illustrated Iin Fig.1.
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Hypotheses

Based on the review of literature, and in the light of
the objectives of the study, the following hypotheses were
formulated to test the relationship-of the dependent varieble
with the independent variables,

General Hypothesis  (GH-1)

4

There will be signlficant association between the
communication behaviour of tribal farmers and the personal and

socio-psychological variables.

Sub=hypotheses (SH-1)

There will be significant association between communica=-

tion behaviour of tribal farmers and their

1.. Age,
2+ EBducation,
- 3« Innovation proneness,
4, Attitude towards block extension agency,
5. 8Social participation,
6+ Fatalism,
7,‘ Information seeking behaviour, and

8+ Cosmopoliteness.,
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CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY

This chapter deals with the research methods and
procedures used in the study which are presented under

the following subheadings,

A, Sampling

B9. Degcription of thédstudy_area,

C. Selection and empirical measurement of variables
D, Measurement of source credibility

E, Identification of key communicators

F, Techniques of data collection

G. Statistical methods used

A, Sampling
The head of the selected household constituted the

sampling unit referred to in this study.

Selection of District

According to the census of 1981, Kerala had a to{él
population of 25,453,680 of which 2,61,475 belonged to
scheduled tribes {1.03 per cent). Out of the 48 tribal
communities in the State, 35 are scheduled tribes (Appendix I)
and the rest denotified tribal communities (Mathur, 1977?.
Of these 35 scheduled tribves, the largest group in Southern
Kerala is the "Kanikkars', They form the fifth major sched-
uled tribe of the State in pOpulatién.as they account fb?

5,68 per cent of the tribals (Bureau of Economics and



Statistics, 1979). They are a typical community of the
South and are found distributed only in five taluks of
Trivandrum and Quilon districts, Of the total Kanikkar
households, about 80 per cent are concentrated. in Nedumangad
" taluk of Trivandrum district, Hence the district of Trivan-

drum was selected: for the study.

"Selection of Taluk

ITrivandrum district is administratively divided into
four taluks, viz,, Chirayinkil, Nedumangad, Neyyattinkara,
and Trivandrum. Among these four taluks, Nedumangad has
the maximm mumber (10,783) of scheduled tribes.  Hence
‘Nedumangad taluk was purposively selected as the locale for
the study. The distribution of scheduled tribes in the
four taluks of Trivandrum district -is given in Teble 1,

Table 1. Population of scheduled tribes in
Trivandrum district (Taluk-wise).
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Total tribal

Taluk population Rura; Urban_
Chirayinkil 69 68 1
Nedumangad 10,783 10,727 56
Trivandrum a4s 267 681
Neyyattinkara 2,345 2,326 91
Total 14,145 13, 388 757

Source: Census of India 1981 series - 10 Kerala (Part II B)
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Selection of Villages

Nedumangad taluk consisfed of 20 villages., The tribal
population in each village of Nedumangad taluk is given in
Table 2. From these 20 villages, six having higher,triﬁgl,
population were selected for the study. They are Tholikod,
Vithura, Palode, Kal;ara, Peringamala and Anad in the
descending order of the tribal popﬁlationﬁ From these six
villages, further selection of the respondents for the

study was made..

Table 2, Details about the population of sdheduled
tribes in Nedumangad taluk (village-wise)

T Ares  No. of  Popula-  Scheduled
S1, Village in house=- tion tribe
No. sg.km. holds o population
1, Nallanad - 18,46 3,521 18,729 3

2, Vamanapuram 27,43 4,750 24,394 -

3. Kallara 49,49 6,340 33,531 685

4, Pullampara 35,64 4,829 25,432, 90

5. Manickal 33,34 5,305 28,054 37

6, Vembayam 30,58 5,347 28,052 156

7, Karakulem 31.37 8,108 42,319 42

8, Nedumangad 0.63 102 642 -

9. Anad 24,15 4,610 23,864 328
105, Panavur 21.90: 3,015 15,624 L
11, Palode 38,72 4,656 25,003 1383

12, Peringamala 43,05 5;215 26,812 405

13. Vithura 28.83 3,685 17,535 1729
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S1. _ Area No, of Popula~ Scheduled
No, ViHiees sq%f:lm. hotes tion : ;fé'ﬁation
11, Tholikod 28,74 4,730 25,332 1825
15. Uzhamalakkal 18,75 3,372 17,255 A
16, Vellamad 28,30 5,526 28,237 213
17. Perumkulam 21,26 4,069 21,038 238
18, Ariyanad 22,92 4,415 22,518 32
19, Mannurkara 19,74 2,888 1y 745 17
20, Veeranakavu 18,19 4,166 20,529 238
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Selection of Respondents

The address of the heads of families in each settlement
of the selected six villages were collected from secondary
data, The names of the heads who are farmers in each settle-
méﬂfmwere arranged in alphabetic order for selecting the
saﬁpleq Using the table dfﬁrandomﬂnumbefsjthe farmers were-
selected at random, Samples proportionate to the number ‘of
the families were then selected as given in Table-3, By
takihg ten per cent of the heads of families from each of
the six villages, a total sample size of 110 for the study
was obtained. Both the population and sample were from the
only community in the area viz, fKanikkars'

The distribution of re5pondents in the selected:
settlements is given in Table=3,



Table 3, Distribution of Respondents in the selected

settlements
31, Neme of No. of No, of Total E‘:ampii,e
families popula-  size
No., the settle~ tion selected
village ments R TR
-4, Tholikod 9 108 1825 1
2, Vithura 15 549 1'72'9 ' 55
3, Palode 6 220 1383 20
4, Kallara 4 58 685 6
5, Peringamala 8 147 505 15
Total L B L 4094 . 6355 .. . 110

B. Deserip‘bion. of the s*tuaj' ;alr‘eé

Trivamdrum district lies in the southern most region
" of Kerala State, Nedumangad taluk which is the study area,
is located in Trivendrum district and it lies in the north
latitude between 8° 36' and 8° 45' and in east. lpnéiti_xie :
between 77° 00! and 77° 07'. The taluk comprises of 926.8
sqe km, out of which an area of 50.16 sq. km. ls under forest,
The elevatlon varies from 60 %o 1074 m above MSL.

The rainfell veries from 215 om to 420 cm, The climate
1s humid tropical and the temperature varies from 10° to "35°C
(Meteorological Centre, Trivandrum), The important crops
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cultivated in the taluk are taplocs, coébnut, paddy, arecanut,
and to a certain extent rubber and tea, Of these, tapioca is

the major crop.

According to 1981 census, Trivandrum district had: a
‘total tribal population of 144145 of which.the tribes of ’
Nedumangad taluk account for a population of 10,783 (76.23
per cent), The' 1iteracy percentage in the taluk is 69u2h
with male literary pefcentage 74,62 and female 1iterary
percentage 63,79. The increase in tribél population during
1974-81 in the ‘taluk was from 7518 to 10,783,

The map of Trivanirum district showing Nedumangad
taluk with the taluk boundaries is given in Figure 2.

C.' Selection and empirical measurement of variables,

The 1ist of variables selected along with the instru-

ments uséd to measure them are glven bslows
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Variables Measuremént technique used

- o . . Cap . . A i 2 .
\

Dependent variable

Communication behaviour ‘The procedure followed by
‘ Sherief (1985) with suitable

| modifications,
Independent variables

X1, Age . : Actual age:completed in years
| at ﬁhe:time of interviéw
Xy EdUcétion Socio-~-economic status scale

| developed by .Trivedi (1963)



CVEpiables v T e ijeasureﬁient"tedbhi queé used
X0 Innovation Moulik's (1965) self rating innovation
Proneness ' proneness scale,

- X,. Attitude towards Attitude scale developed by Sadamate
Block extension (1978)

" agency ) ’
XS' Social partici— The methed developed by Lokhande .
pation (1974)
Xge Fatalism ca The scale developed by Chadhapadﬁyay

as followed. by YErma“(1970)

XT, Information seek~ The procedure followed: by Shailaja
ing behaviour (1981)

ge, Cosmopoliteness — The scale developed by Desal (1981)

Measurement of the dependent variable

commumication behaviour

Communication behaviour of tribal farmers was con-

sidered as the dependent variablelfbr.thé study.

. Singh and Sahdy (1970) operationaiised communication
behaviour of iarmers as their information ‘seeking habits based
on the use of infonmation sources such as personal-localite,
perSOnal-cosmopqlite and mass media ggurces.

Murthy and Singh (1974), in thgirhstudy,ucongeptioﬁw

alised, communication behaviour of farmers as a composite measure
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of awareness df technologically competent information sources,

comprehension, attitude change and adoption of the referrent.

. Singh and Prasad (1974) measured commmication beha-
viour of the farmers as the extent to which farmers are
exposed to different messages from various commumnication

sources for the sake of adopting these messages. -

Ambastha and Singh (1975) used ﬁhe system analysi$
technique to Study the communication paftenn of farmers in
terms of information input pattern, inibrmation processing

pattern and information output patiern,

' Reddy - (1576) measnréd‘communicat;on behaviour of
village level workers ag’d-composite measure of awareness,
comprehension, attitude, education, skills and effective use

of communlcation channels,

Sandhu and Darbarilal (1976) megéu;ed communication
behaviour as inward exposure and outward exposure, Inma?d
exposure was measured as the exposure of farmers to those
communication sources through which they repéived information
and outward exposure was measured in terms of their use of
the information sources to pass on infqrmatioﬁ to fellowl

farmers,

Ghanmegswda (1977) identified thé-féllowﬁng dimen; -
sions of farmefs' communication behaviour:

Comprehension

Recall behaviour

‘Tnformation reinforcing behaviour
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Credibility
Symbolic adoption
Attitude

Information disseminating behaviour

Balasubramoniem and Menon (1978) measured communico-
tion behaviour of research personnels in terms of activities
related to acquisition, processing, and dissemination of

agricultural information.

Pandyaraj (1978) measured the communication behavlour
of Junior Agricultural Officers of Kerala in terms of informa-
tion input, information processing, information output end
information hfeed back indices, |

Kareem (1984) in his study conducted to measure ‘the
communication role and behaviour of contact farmers, foliowed
the procedure adopted by Pandyara] (-197:8) with slight modifica-
tions. He measured it as a composite of the specific activi-
ties such as information receipt or input, information prooess-
ing, information commmication or outpt;xt and information feed

back.

Shériéf (1985) used the method.adopted by Kareem (1984)
for studying the pattern of receipt of technicai information
of non contact farmers (information input), information.
processing of non contact farmers, commm’iication of technical
information (information output) by non contact farmers and

the pattern of information feed badk of non contact farmers.



The above mentioned reviews indicate a diversity of
quantification procedures followed by various research
workers in studying the'communicaﬁion behaviowr, The method
followed by Sherief (1985) was used in the present study also,

with necessary'modifications.

The commumication behaviour of tribal farmers was

measured in terms of the following sub dimensions:

1. Information input

2., Information processing consisting of information
decoding and information encoding.

3. Information output

4, Information feedback

1. Information imput

Information input relates to =ll activities performed
by an individual for the acquisition of sclentific and technical
information from various sources., The flow of technical
information fat the grass root level is taking place largely
throughword-o f~mouth commumication in a face=to-face inters
action, Now-a-days mass media séurces wsuch as the radio,
and newspapers also give much importance to the transmission
of agricultural technology. Therefore, for the present study,
it was decided to include both interpersonal sources as well as
mass media sources in measuring the information input pattern
of tribal farmers.

To measure the extent of information input, the tribal
farmers were asked to indicate how often they received informa-

tion regarding improved cultivation practices for tapioca from
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sources listed for the study. Improved cultivation
practices of tapioca only were taken into consideration

in the study since fhe major crop in the area is tapioca,

Based on the pilot study, 12 different inter-
personal and mass media sources were identified as listed
below:

Village Extension Officer
Training staff of Mitraniketan
Junior Agricultural Officer
Newspaper

Instructors of Functional Literagy Programme
"Radio

Agric-ultural Demonstrators
Neighbours and relatives
Tribal leader

Tribal Extension Officer
.Block Development Officer
Tribal Extension Woxker

The response of each farmer was obtained on a

three point continuum, The scoring procedure is gilven

below:
51 ,No, Category of respunse Sgore
1. Always 2
2a Sometimes 1

3.' Never 0
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The total information input s?ore of each respondent
was: obtained by adding the scores obtained in respect of

each -source, The scores of all the respondents for each

source were‘added-£0r the purpose of' ranking the sources,

2, Information processing
To measure the information-ﬁrocessing pattern of
;éspondents; Two specifie-diménsions}were considered.

They were ihformatibnvdecoding and iﬁformationuenCQdiﬁg.

(a) ;Q;orméggqn decoding

In the present sﬁudy, information decoding was
operationalized as’thé 'oftenness! of difficulty felt
by the tribal farmers in understandifg the technical
messages (Aﬁpendix-II) related to taﬁioca cultivatidn
practices, To measure this, the resébndents were asked
to indicate how often they found difficulty in under=
standing the technical messages related to the improved
cultivation pnactices of tapioca. TQe responses were
rated on a three point continuum ranging from 'alwaysf

to 'never'. The scores assigned were as follows:

Sl.No, Category of response Score
1. Always 0
2. | -Sometimes 1
3, | . Never 2

The method of scoring was done in order to

facmlltate the respondents with efflclent information
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decoding abilities to scoremaximum. The information
decoding score for each respondent was obtained by

adding the scores corresponding to the pattern of response
of the respdﬁdents to the flve messages given for the
purpose, Thé scores of all the respondents for each

message were added for ranking the message.

(b) Information encoding
In the preseéent study, information-encoging was

operationally defined as the 'oftenness! of difficulty:
felt by the fribal farmer in processihg a technical
information with regard to the improvéd cultivation
practices of tapioca in a meaningful message of simple

words,

The pattern of information encoding of the res-
pondents: was measured in the following manner. The
respondents were asked to indicate how often they found
difficulty iﬁ processing each of the selected message-
relatéd to th improved cultivation aspects of tapioca.
The reéponses were rated on a three point continuum
ranging from 'always' to ‘never'. The Tesponses were.

scored as shown below.

S1.No. Category of responseg Score
Te Always 0
24 . ' Sometimes 1

R Never 2
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The information encoding score for each respondent
was obtained by adding the scores corresponding to the
pattern of respcnse. of the respondent to the five messages
given for the purpose. The scores of all the respondents

for each message were. added for ranking the message.

3, Information output

In this study, the information output was opera-~
tionalised as. the extent o utilization of different
interpersonal communication methods by the tribal farmer
respondents for disseminating technical information related

to tapioca cultivation to other tribal farmers.

To measure the information output, each respondent
was. asked to indicate how often he communicated the technical
information related to the selected message to the tribal.
leader, other farmers within the settlement, ahd farmers
outside his settlement. The respondents were also asked
to indicate how frequently they used the different inter-
personal communication methods for the purpose of communicat-
ing technical information related to tapioca cultivation to
these communicatees. The interpersonal communication
methods included in thé study are given below:

1 Persénal talk during casuallmeeting

2 Persoﬁal talk during farm visit

3. Personal talk during home visit

, 5. “Group discussion during informal meeting

5. Personal talk during home call by fellow farmers



The responses as to whom the tribal farmers com-
munlcated the messages and with what frequency were.
obtained-on;a three point continuum ranging from 'always!

to 'never!.' The scoring pattern was.as follows:-

i

S1,No.  Category of response . Score

1. Always 2
2e Sometimes 1
3 J Never- O

The information output score for each respondent
was obtained by adding the sScores corresponding to the
response paﬁtenn of the respondents on the two groups of
items in the schedule.‘ The scores obtained by all
réspcndents{for each category of communicatees and |
interpersonél communication methods were added separately

for ranking them. !

4. Information feedback

In the present study, information feed back was
operationa;ized as the oftfemnness of receiving the opinions,
feelings, doubts, ideas and thoughts on improved cultiva-
tion aspecfs of tapiocca by the respcndents from the fellow
farmgrs who are the secondary communicatees in the system
through diﬁierent interpersonal communication methods and
also oftenness of sending back communication to the various
sources of 'information by the tribal farmers.

The procedure followed for measurement of-infdrmétion

feed back is given below:
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A, The respondents were askéd to indicate how
frequéntly;they received information feed back from fellow
farmers who are the secondary commupi¢aﬁees in the system
through the different communication methods listed. earlier
and how frequently they received different types of inﬁorma—
tion feed.baCk, The types of informaﬁion feed back are

given,below:'

1. Communicéﬁion of information related to technical |
| aspects.
2, Communication of information regarding sanction of
subsidy.
S Cémmunication of information rega}ding supply of
inputs, | '

B. The.respondents were also asked to indicate how
frequently they sent back communication to the sources‘of
information cited earlier which are the primary communicators
in the system regarding the cultivation aspects of tapioca.

The responses were obtained on a: three-point continuum
ranging from "always" to "never", The responses were '

scored as followss-

S1:No. Category of response  Score.

1. Always 2
2 - Sometimes 1
3 Never 0

The information feed back score for each respondent

wvag obtalhed by adding the scores corresponding to the‘
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response pattern oi.the respondent. The scores obtained

by the respondents for each method of information feed back,
types of information feed back and the feed back of the
respondent towards different sources WEre added separatéely

for ranking thenm.

Computation of scores for communi cation behaviour

The éqores for communication behaviour were obfained
by the method of weighted average, The botal score obtained
by the respondent for all the four components such as
infarﬂation input, information processing, informatlon output
and . information feed back were found out first. Each total
score was multiplied with a: welght assigned to it and
 totalled: This total was divided by the sum of weights
given for all the:four components, This can be represented

ass
Score for communicatibn behaviour =

W1 X1 + W X o Wj 3 + Wh X4

| WH'+ Wo WS + Wh
_\_r;here-x1 = Total score obtained by the respondent for
information input |

"

Total score obtained by the respondent for

| information processing

:33 = Total score obtained by thé respondent
for information output

X, = Total score obtained by the respondent

for information feed back



Welght given for X1

Wﬁ =
-w2 = Weight given for X,
WB = Weight given for K3

W4.= Weight given for X&' the weights beilng the
numbe#of questions asked to the respondents based on which

the scores were calculated,

Categorisation of the respondents on the basis of their

communhication behaviour scores.

The respondents were categorised into 'ow', 'medium!’
and 'high' levels of communication behaviour based on the

formula mean + 2 standard error of the mean which defines

48.

the 95 per cent confidence limits of the mean communication -

behaviour {Snedecor and Cochran, 1954, )

Catégories of respondents on the basis of communication

behaviour scores

W wnel e ML N oy oy o S Sk s S e S i gt A e TS D WS N ey S S M i e S g S e AU g sl e A W U g . Ay e g P g e S ) A PV DR WS g

51 No. Levels of communication Score
' behaviour range
1% Low Below the lower limit
2, Mediun In between the lower

and upper 1imits

3. High Above the upper limit

e e i e i p e g Y B A g S gy e P - T gy Sl S M S S Sl . S kS D ol . tntpy iy S s iy YU S W

Measurement of the independent variables

The independent qgriables were selected on the bhasis

-

of an extensive review of literature, discussion with experts
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and on the basis of a pilpt study conducted among the
'Kanikkars'. A list of ~17 ' variables considered to be
important based on the above procedures was sent to judges
for thelr Jjudgement with regard to their relevance with
the dependent variable {Appendix-III). The judges were
drawn from the field of Agricultural Extension of the
Kerala Agricultural University, Department of Sociology
of the Kerala University and also from the officers
involved in tribal development. Only these variables
Jjudged by them as most relevant to the dependent variable
were selected for detailgd investigation. The variables
thus selected were age, education, innovation proneness,
attitude towards block extension agency, social participa-
tion, fatalisﬁ, information seeking behaviour and cosmo=-

politeness.
X1 Age
Age was measured in numbeﬂof years the respondent

has completed, since his date of birth at the time of

interview.

Xa.Education

Abranam (1974) defined educaticn as the actual

gumber of years in school and formal degree obtained.

The socio-economic status scale of Trivedi (1963)
was followed to measure education., According to this,

the {tribal farmers were categorié}ed as illiterate, can



30

read only, can read and write, primary, middle, high

school and college level, The scoring procedure is as

follows:

gl,No. Standard Score
1 " Illiterate (0)
2. Read only (1)
3, Read and write (2)
4, Primary (3)
5, Middle ' (4)
6. High Sehool (5)
Te . _ College level (6)

. S S ) Sy ) S pap ey el ey R TR A RS S S MY S AR W Sy S S SN PRSP SY T Che - . o T -

XB Innovation Proneness

Innovation proneness indicates the behaviour
pattern of tribal farmers who have interest in and desire
to seek changes in farming techniques and to introduce
such changes into their operations when practical and

feasible.

Moulik's (1965) self rating innovation proneness -
scale was used to measure the innovation proneness of
tribal farmers, The scale consisted of three sets of
statements, Each set of statements contained three short
statements with weights 3, 2 and 1 indicating high, medium

and low degrees of innovation proneness,

After obtaiﬁing the respondents'! 'most-least'

choice for each of the three sets of statements, the



scoring was done by summing up the ratios of the weight
of the most-like statement to the weight of 'least-like!
statement. As there were three sets of statements for
the innovation proneness scale, the sum of the ratios
for the three sets was a respondent's self-rating score

for innovation preneness.

X# Attitude towards Block extension agency

Thurstone (1946) defined attitude as a positive or

négative affect associated with a psychological object.

In ‘the present study, attitude towards Block
extension agency was operationally defined as the degree
of favourableness or unfavourableness of a tribal farmer

towards the block extension agency.

The attitude scale developed by Sadamate (1978) was
used in the present study also. This scale included'ten
statements, of which five statements were positive and
the rest five negative., The responses were rated in a
three point contimmm viz, agree, undecided and disagree,
The storing procedure for positive statements was as

given under,

A e Sy P S ) S PRGBSl S O e e et PR D S g, A S S ey Y A 40V S e B ) ] -

S1l.No, Response Score
14 ' Agree 3 . (3)
2. Undecided (2)

3 Disagree : ()

T D S L Y g Bl e e e e
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For the negative statements, K the scoring procedure was

reversed.

X5 Social participation

Social participation is operationally defined as
the degree of involvement of the tribal farmer in social
organisations as a member or as an office bearer and

regularity in his attendance to meetings.,

The procedure developed by Lokhande (1974) was used
for the purpose of measurement of social participatioq.

The scoring procedure was:

Items Scores
No membership (0)
Membership in one organisation (1)
Membership in more than one organisa%ion (2)
Office bearer in one|organisation (3)
| Office bearér in more than one organisation (4)
Distinctive features (MLA, M.P. etc.) (6)

Attendance to meeting either as a member or as
an office bearer, was considered important. Scores
for attending meetings *regularly' 'occasionally' and
tnever!' were given 3, 2 and 1 respectively., To obtain
the final score of a respondent the scores given as a
member or office bearer were multiplied with scores given
for attendance to meetings by. virtue of his status as

member or office bearer and added up,
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X6 Fatalism

Rogers (1962) defined fatalism as the degree to
which an individual perceives a. lack of ability to

control his future,

In the present study, fatalism is operationally
defined as a belief of the tribal farmer that human
situations and acts were pre-determined by some super-
natural power and can never or 1ittlé be influenced by

individual volition or by act of any one else.

To.measure fatalism, the scale developed by
Chadhopadhyay as followed by Verma (1970) was used,
The scale consisted of fi?e items, The first and second
items were negative and the rest positive. The scoring

was done as follows:

- Wy -y S oty e g W - - e o S s S el wh S gk S e -

Response SA A DA SDA
S £

Score for positive (4 (3) (2) (1)
Scor 8

igg;g for negative (1) (2) (3) (4)
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X? Information seeking Behaviour

Information seeking behaviour was operationally
defined as the extent to which the tribal farmers are

seeking information from different communicaticn sources,



- To measure information seekingibehaviour, the
method used by Shailaja (1981) was used, From the pilot
study conducted inthe study area,” 12 information

sources were identified such as:

Village Extension Officer
Training Staff of Mitraniketan
Junior Agricultural Officer
News Paper

- Instructors of Functional Literacy Programme
Radio
Agricultural Demonstrators
Neighbours/relatives
Tribal leader
Triba} Extension Officer
Block Development Officer
Tribal Extension Worker

The respondents were asked how, frequently they seek
information regarding improved cultivation practices
about tapioca. The responses were rated on a three
point continuum as always, sometimes and never to which

scores assigned were 2, 1 and O respectivelys

In order to find out the most important sources of
information, the scores of all the:fespondents for each
source were added up and the sources were ranked

according to these total scores,’



XB Cosmopoliteness
~ Rogers (1962) defined cosmopoliteness as the degree
to which an individual's orientationfis external to a

particular social system.

In the present study, cosmopoliteness was operationally
defined as the tendency of the tribal farmer to be in
contact with outside worldimsed on ?he-belief that all
the needs of an individual cannot be satisfled within

his own community.

This variable was measured using the scale deve=
loped by Desai (1981), The two dimensions of the vari-

able are:

(a) the frequency of visits to the nearest town in a

month; and

(b) +the purpose of visit to the town in a month,

The scoring pattern was as follows:

(a) Frequency of visit to the nearest town in a month

S1.No, ; Erequency of visit Scores assigned
4 Twice or more a week (5).
2. Once a week (4)
3o . Once a fortnight (3)
4, - Once a month (2)
5  Very rarely ' (1)

6. Never ~(0)



(b) ose of visit to the town in a month

.. -

S1l,No. 'Purpose of visit Score

~ asslgned
1e A1l visits relating to agriculture (5)
2., Some relating to agriculture (&)
3. Personal or domestic matters (3)
4,  Entertainment (2)
5. Any other purpose (1)
6. HNo response (0)

The total score of cosmopoliteness for each respondent
was found out by adding the scores of the above two
dimensions of cosmopoliteness. Based on the mean score,

the respondenis were classified into two groups as

followss
S1.No, Level of cosmopoliteness Score
range
1 ' Low Below mean score
24 High Above mean score

D Measurement of source credibility.

Berlo (1960) defined credibility as the degree
to wvhich the communicator is perceived as trustworthy

and competent by the receiver,
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In the present study, source credibility was
operationalized as the degree to which a tribal farmer
conSidgérs a farm information source as trustworthy,
competent and reliable in adoptihg a new agricultural

practice recommended by it.

In the pilot gtuﬁy, " 12 7 important sources were
identified and the credibility index was caléulated
using the most~least credibility index method developed
by Sandhu (1?73). The 2 "sources identified '‘weres

Village Extension Officer
Training staff of Mitraniketan
Junior Agricultural Officer
Newspaper

Instructors of FuQCtional Literacy‘Prbgramme
Radio |
Agricultural Demonstrators
Neighbours and relatives
Tribal lea&er

Tribal Extension Officer

Block Development Officer

Tribal Extension Worker

Most=least credibility index method

Regpondents were asked to indicate the extent of
credibility (whether most credible or least credible)
attached to each source, The relatiye credibility ihdex
was found out for each source using the following

formula:
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Relative credibility index = & x 199

Where x = DNumber of persons who believed a
source most credible
y = Number of persons who believed a

source least c¢credible

N = Total number of persons in the
sample

The higher the index, the more the credibility.

E., Identification of Key communicators

Sociometric method odginally developed by Moreno
(1934) and interpreted by Katz (1957), Festinger (1949)
Bjarstad (1956), Lindzey and Borgotta (1959) and Evans
{1962) was used by researchers for identification of

key communicators.

For identification of the key communicators,
Kerlinger (1964) suggested a sociometric index (choice
status index). The index indicated ﬁow well or how
poofly an individual was chosen by his group members,

It is expressed as:

CS3 = £ S

vhere CSJ

the choice status of the person Jj

H]

2C3 = the sum of choices in column J
and n = the number of individuals present

in theAgroupa
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The code numbers of the members were written in
columns ;j ' and rows 'i' and the scores obtained by
the choice person were added and fhe cholce status
was worked out, The maximum possible score for this

index is 1 00,

Since the sample for the present study is drawn
from farmers of different settlemgnis,many of the
respondents may not know each other, So this method

was not used in the present study.

The sociometric technigue used in the study to
‘identify the key communicators in the tribal areas

was as follows:

Bvery respondent was asked to name three leaders
in the descending order of preference, who are the
persons in the village he contacts for information
and/or advice on problems regarding agriculture.

The first choice was assigned a weightage of three
points, the second two and the third one point as
suggested by Campbell (1960)., After computing the
individﬁal scores assigneq by the 110 respondents; the
leaders who obtained maximum total scores were

identified as key communicators,

F., Technigues of data collection

Interview schedule was used for data collection,
A pilot study was conducted in the selected area
before the finalisation of the schedule. To study
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the cultural and anthropological characteristics of the
tribe, participant observation, discussions vith tribal
leaders and review of anthropologicél books were made

use of.

Construction of schedule

The intervieQ schedule was pre-tested in a non=-
study area having identical conditions, After making
suitable modifications, the schedule was finalised. The
interview schedulé is given in Appéndixr-xv.

Data collection:

Data collection was carried out by interviewlng the
respondents dyring July to Septembér, 1985, The schedule
was translated into Malayalam and read out to tribal

farmer respondents.

G, Statistical Method used

The data for advanced statistical procedures
were procéssed at the computer ceﬁfre of the Kerala
University, Trivandrum, For analysis of the data of
this investigation, the followinggstatistical tesﬁS'and

procedures were appllied.

i. Percentages:

Percentages were calculatedéfor finding out the
distribution of the respondents according to their
~ communication behaviour, and personal and socio-

psychological characteristics,

0
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ii. Simple correlation

Correlation coefficients were computed to find
out the degree of association between the dependent
variable and each of the independeht variables

under study.,

iii, Stepwise Regression

Sﬁepwise regression procedurés were applied to

select the best regression equatibn and to determine
- the reliable regression coefficients for predictivé

purposes (Draper and Smifh, 1966);

These enabled to understaﬁd the relative effect
of the independent variables in predicting the
dependent variable and to eliminate the unimportant

variables at each step.
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CHAPTER IV

RESULTS

The resulfs of the study in accordhnce with the
objectives set earlier are presented in_this chapter under

the following sections.

I, Communication behaviour of the tribal farmers in
terms of the information input, précessing, out=

put and feed back pattern.

II, . The information seeking behaviour of the +tribal

. farmers.

III, Correlation between the independent’ variables

and the dependent variable,

IV, Personal and Socio=-psychsloglcal characteristics of -
tribal farmers with respect to communication

behaviour.

Ve Relative importance of the selected personal and
Socio-psychological characteristics and their contri-
bution in explaining the dependent Variable,

VI, Extent of credibility-attached to varlous sources
of information by the tribal farﬁeré.

VII., Identification of the key communicators amone the
tribal farmers,
VIII. The cultural~-anthropological characteristics of the

selected tribe and leadership modes._
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I, Communication hgggviour of tn;paigfarmers in

terms of the information input, ﬁfocessing,
output and feed back pattern.

The communication behaviour of a tribal farmer was
measured in terms of the information input, processing,

output and feed back pattern.

to Information input

The results on the pattern of the receipt of
technical information (information input) by the tribal

farmers are presented in Table - 4,1.

Table - 4.4 Pattern of receipt of technical information
by the tribal farmers.

v

§1,No, Sources ' Score Rank
1.  Village Extension Officer 96 VI
.2,  Training staff of Mitrani- 82 VII

. ketan )

3 Junior Agricultural Officer 37 X1
L, Newspaper ' | 24 II1
5, Radio |60 ' 11

' 6.  Instructors of Fuactional

Literacy programme 46 X
T Agricultural Demonstrators 62 VIII
8, - MNeighbours/Relatives 84 1
9, Tribal leader 110 v
10. Tribal extension worker 106 ' v
11.  Block Development Officer 34 XII
61 CIX

12, Tribal Extension Officer \

S A . Svhau ey e o - - -
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oIt couia be observed from Table - 441 thet”;peighooﬁrs
and relasiVesf are the mosf importans source of ioformaﬁion
with a_sbore;of 485 followed by ra@#o; newspaper;.tribai leader.
and Tribal Extension Worker with scores 160, 124, 110 and 106,
,ﬁespectively.f Other souroes were cdmpératively less
important. They'were village extension Officer (score - 96),
Lralnlng staff of Mltraniketan Cscore 821, Agrlcultural
Demonstrators (score = 62), Tribal Extension Offiger ’
“(score'- 61), Instructors of functional Literacy Programme
(score - 46), Jurior Agricultural Offiger (score = 37) and
Block Development Officer (score - 3&) in the descending order

of frequency of%contaot, '

2; ZInformation Processing’

The 'data on the information processing patmern of
gthe technioal messages on taploca cultivatlon are - presented ;
in Table ~ 4,2 and 4.3. The table 4, 2 shows the 1nformatlon
encodlng and 4.3 shows the information decoding pattern of
”the teohnlcal Dessages by the tribal farmers.

; From'Téble - 4,2, it could be seen that the message
"To control termltes infesting planted setts, sprinkle
BHC 10 per oent in the mounds prior o plantlng“ (M5)
was the most dlsficultlone to understand by the tribal
farmers. As high as 85,46 per cent of the respondents
ooserved it,as always diffloult. The message regarding f
Fertilizer application (M&) was foung always difficult -



Table = 4,2 Pattern of information processing by the tribal farmers:

information decoding

(N = 110)
No, - Message Ofteness of dlfficulty felt in understanding
Alwayé Scmetlimes ' Never
Fre= Ber- Fre- Per- Fre- Per-

guency -- centage . gquency. centage . .quency centage

. ' Plant improved varieties - ) .
1" . of tapioca 64 58418, 55 30-00 13 11.82

'Mz. Select mature, healthy stem
- cuttings free from diseases , g
" and pests as planting . 16 14,55 20 18.18 74 67.27
.material having 15=-20 cm
length.

3+ A spacing gf 9oh§ 90tcm is .
' given for branching types and - _ )
5 x-75.cm for.non-branching_ . - 22 20 24 21.82 64 58,18
type as Melt,

Mye Apply N and K,0 in three split

doses ie, 1/3 as basal + 1/3 82 74.55 9 8.18 19 17.27
two months after planting + ‘ .
1/3 three months after planting.

M5¢ To control termites infesting ‘
planted setts, sprinkle BHC o4 8546 8 727 8 7.27
~ 40% in the mounds prior %o
- planting.

- —— - e — -

Oa‘_,
Ui,



Table

- 4,3 Pattern of information processing by the tribal farmers:
'~ "information encodirg..

(N = 110)
No;: Message - Oftenness of difficulty. felt ln processing
Always Sometimes Never
Fre=- '
Per- Fre- Per- Fre~ Per-
S QUeACY.  centage' quency. centage quency centage
M1 # Plant improved verieties
o of tapioca 68 61482 30 27 .27 12 10691
.Méﬁ' Select mature, healthy stem |
- cuttings free from diseases _
ond pots as planting metewsal 17 15:45 21 19,10 72 65.45
having 15-20cm length, :
M3.' A spacing of 90 % 90 cm is
" given for branching types '
and 75 % 75 cm for non— 20 18.18 23 20.91 67\ 60,91
branching type as M.4. ’
-Myot==-Apply-N -and --Ké()-in: three—-split -
doses ie; 1/3 as basal + 1/3
two months after planting + 86 78'18_ 12 10,97 . 12 . 10.91
1/3 three months after planting.
M5$* To control termites infesting
' planted setts, sprinkle BHC . _ :
40 in the mounds prior to 96 87.26 10 .10 4 3.64
? planting,

99



to decode by 74.55 per cent of the farmers while 58,18
per cent found message regarding improved varieties (Mq)
as always difficult, However, only 14.55 per cent and
20 per cent respectively found the messages regarding
selection and spacing in planting of setts (M, and Mj)
as always difficult,

Table = 4.3 revealed that the message regarding the
control of termite (MS) was observed as always difficult
to convert to simple meaningful message by 87.26 per cent
of the respondents., The message regarding fertilizer>
application(MA) was found always difficult to encode
by 78.18 per cent. The message regarding improved variety
was difficult for 61.82 percent, However, only 15,45 and
18,18 percent of respondents observed difficult always
to encode the messages M, and M3 respectively,

It is evident from the Tables - 4,2 and 4.3 that
the information decoding and encoding by the tribal

farmers were poor.

3+ Information output

The two aspects studied under ihfgrmation_output were
the frequency of communication with different categories
of farmers by the tribal farmers and the extent of use of
inter-personal communication methods by the tribal farmers
for communication of information on improved tapioca

cultivation practices,

67
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The scores obtained by all respondents for each
category of communicatees and the raqking of the

communicatees is presented in Table 4.4.

It is e?ident from the Table 4,4 that tribal farmers
communicated technical information to.'other farmers ‘
within the séttlement', more than to the other two categories,
*Tribal leadér} and 'farmers outside the settlement!
occupled the' second and third positions respectively

as communicatees,

Table - 4.4 Ranking of communicatees to whom the tribal

farmers communicate the technical

information.

Sl.No?f Bategory of communicatee Score Rank
1 Tribal leader 102 IT
2 Other farmers within the

settbment 172 I
3 Farmers outside his settlement 95 I1I

- Lad L T - S, S Ll Whup s

Data regarding the extent of use of interpersonal
communicatioh methods by the tribal faimers are presented

in Table 4,54

From the -Table 4.5, it is evident that 'personal talk
during home ﬁisit' was the most important occasion during

which the tribal farmers communicated the technical



information,’ This-was followed by 'personal talk-durihg
home Eall byjfelléw farmers?, 'personal talk during farm
visit! and 'bersonal talk during casual meeting', in the
descending drder, 'Group discussion 'during informal
meeting' was the least used méthod of: information

communication,

Table - 4,5 Ranking of communicaticn methods based

on the total scores.

i P . . . . _ . .
S O gy S Sy Y L - i e g s g oy
s

S1,No, ' Communication methods Score Rank
1¢ Personal talk during casu e
meeting ‘ ‘104' Iv.
2,  Personal talk during farm visit 109  III
Eﬁ Personal talk during home visit 143 L
4y Group discussion during infor- 53 v
mal meeting o
5a Personal talk during home call o
' - 139 II

o

bj fellow farmers.

by InformaﬁiQn Feed back
This aspect was studied on the £ollowing liness

(1) The frequency of information feed back received
by the ‘tribal farmers from fellow farmers through
the different communicdation methods.

09



(ii) The types of information feed back and

(iii) The frequency of information feed back %o

the sources of information.

The Table - 4,6 shows the ranking of different
communication methods through which communication is sent
back based on the total scores of all the respondents for

each method;

Table - 4,6 Ranking of communication methods based

on the frequency of feed back.

S1,No, Communication methods Score Rank
Te Personal talk during casual
: 107 v

meeting
2, Personal talk during farm visit 112 11T
Fe Parsonal talk during home visit 156 I
2 Broup discussion during informal

meeting o8 v

54 Personal talk during home call

by fellow farmers 143 II

S o S s e S - Ll - ——— -

The Table - 4,6 revealed that 'perscnal talk
during home visit! was the most important method of
information feed back, followed by 'personal talk during

home call by feilow farmers', 'personal talk during farm

vislt'! and 'personal talk during casuél meeting*,

70
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'Pergonal taik'during informal meetin%! was the least '
important method of feed back.

The ranking of types of information feed back has been
presented in Table = 4.7,
1t s 3

Table - 4.7 kanking of types of information feed bhack.

\ I -

il

Sl.Nqﬁ Eygés-of information feed bg@k Score Rank

1, Communication of information related

to tééhnical aspects 64 1
2,  Communication of information

regarding sanction of subsidies .

etes ' 154 T
3 Communication of informaéion _ :

. ; 142 it

regafﬁing supply of inputs

- et g s . s S -~ - che

It coq?d:be seen from Table —!%.7 that the most
important typér:of information feed bdck received by the
'farmer;nwas rbommunication of informaﬁion regarding '
sanction of‘éﬁbsidies etc'y, clogsely féllowed by 'communication
of_infofma%iqh rgggrding éupply of inputs'. The least
important typ# of.feed back was 'comminication of information

-related to technical aspects',
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The rarking of the informsation sources based on'the

frequency of feed back received from the farmer respondents

is presented in Table - 4.8,

Table ~ 4,8 Ranking of information sources based on

the greguency of feed back received

Sl.No,

. Information sources

Scores Rank
1a Viliage Extension Officer 62 %III
2,  Training Staff of Mitraniketan 24 VIII
54 Junior Agrieultu:éfﬂ:ficer &6_ X
4, Newspaper 0 XI
5 Instructors of Functional
Literacy Frogramme 18 ‘;X
6;  Radio | 0 XI
74 Agricuitural Demonstrators 32 Yf
8+ - Neighbours and relatives 106 @
9.  Tribal leader %2 ITT
104 Tribél Extension Officer L2 ﬁ
11, Block Development Officer 26 VII
12,  Tribal Extension worker 94 I

!

- 4
A S W A W VR T A
I

From Table -~ 4.8, it could be observed that 'Nelghbours

and relatives' was the source which received feed back *most

frequently followed by 'Tribal Extension worker' and ‘'Iribal

leader’, The feed back received by the sources fvillagg

extension officer*, !'Tribal Extension Officer!, 'Agricultural
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Demonstrators' 'Block Development Officer?, 1Training98taff
of Mitraniketan', 'Instructors of Functional Literacy
Programme', and 'Junior Agricultural Officer' ﬁas '
‘,comparatively low as evident from the low scores they have
obtained., ‘Phe feed back received by' 'radio! and 'newspapen;

was nil,

The communication behaviour score was found out by

‘the method of weighted average, The tribal farmers were
categorised into three groups having 'low', 'medium' and
'high' communication behaviour, based on mean communiéation
behaviour score and S,E. The distribution of respondents
along their communication behaviour is given in Tablef~ 4,9,
A tribal farmer with a‘communication behaviour score

below 9,98 was considered to have *'low! communication
- behaviour whereas one having a commufication behaviour |
score above 11.31 was considered to have 'high' communi=-
cation behaviour. A tribal farmer having score in between
.98 and 11.31 was considered to have 'medium' communiw
cation behaviour,

Table - 4.9 Distribution of respondénts along their

communication behaviour

(N = 110)
COmmunicatién Category Frequency Percentage
behaviourhsqore
Below 9.98 , Low - ‘55 50400
Between 9.98 and 11.31 Medium 13 11.82
Above 11.31 | "High' - h2 38.18
- Total —— ’ — o ————d10____100.00

X = 10.645 ‘SE ‘= 0,665



- From the Table 4.9, it is evident that 50 per cent
qf the resﬁondents had only 'low’ communication behaviour,
thile‘3a31é per cent héd.‘high' communication behaviéur.
Onlj 11. 82 per cent had 'medium' communication behaéipur%

The result.is depicted in Figure 3.

I1; The information seeking behaviour of -tribal

© farmers. '

. The distribution of the respondents along their
information seeking behaviour scores has been given in

the Table 5.1, The tribal farmers were categorised into

£ 71

4

three viz, 'low', "medium’® and thigh! information seekers o

based on mean and standard error. A tribal farmer with an .

1nformatlon seeking behaviour score below T.49 was
considered to have a 'low' level of informatlon seekinn
behaviour, whereas one whose score is above 8,96 was
cOnsidered;to have a 'high! levei of information seeking
ibehaviour.j:A tribal farmer having éporg in between 7.49
'amd'8.96 was considered to have a 'medium' level of
information secking behaviour,

Table = 5.1 Distribution of respondents along thelr

information seeking behavxour
_ (N = 110) _

{1
—— o -u—-q-m--—-—u-_n—ﬂ—-

Iniormation seeking
behaviour score . .

Category Frequency EErcentage
1

Below 7.#9 Low L7 42,75
Between 7.49 and 8,96 Medium 12 1099
Above 8,96 High 51 46,36

Potal L N 110 100400
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An appraisal of the table 5.1 revealed"tﬁat 42,73
per cent of the respondents had a ‘low' level of infor-
mation seeking behaviour, whereas 46.36 per cent had a
thigh! level of information seeking behaviour, Only
10.91 per cent had a 'medium' level of inforﬁation
seeking behaviour,

The result 1s depicted in Figure 4,

The ranking of the information sources based on
the total scores assigned by all the respondents hag
been presented ln Table 5,2,

Table - 5,2 Ranking of information sources based on

total score from all respondents.

(N = 110)
EijNo.r- Sources . Score Rank
1. Village Extension Officer 96 Vi
2, Praining Staff of Mitraniketan 82 ViI
3 Juniof Agricultural Officer 37 X3
47 Newspaper 124 IIT
Se Radio 160 it
_ 6, Instructgrs of Functional
Literacy programme 46 X
Te Agricultural Demonstrators 62 VIII
8, Neighbours and relatives 184 I
% Tribal leader 110 v
10,  Tribal Extension Worker 106 v
11 Block Development Officer 34 X1l

12, Tribal Extension Officer 61 IX

75
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Table 5.2 revealed that 'Neighbours and relatives!
was the most lmportant information source followed by
'radio! and 'newspaper', Other sources such as tribal |
leader and Tribal Extension Worker were also important
whereas other sources such‘as.V1llage Extension Officer,
Training Staff of Mitraniketan, Agricultural Demongtrators,
Tribal Extension Officer, Instructors of Functional
Literacy Programme, Junlor Agricultural Officer and Block
Development Officer were comparatively less important as

evident from the low scores,

TIT; Coprrelation between the independent variables

and flependent variable

Correlation analysis was done to find out the
intensilty of the association betwsen the independent
variables and the dependent variable, viz, communication
behaviour, The result of correlation analysis is presented
in Table 6,

Tabler— 6 Correlation between communication behaviour

and the independent variables.

Independent variables ' Correlation

coefficient
X, . Age ~ 0.6640%*
X, Education . 0.6647*
X5 Innovation proneness 0:5969%%

X, Attitude towards block extension
: agency

0.8149%



_ Correlation
Independent variables coefficient
X5 Social participation 0,3636%*
XG Fatalism, =0,0131
X7 Information seeking behaviour 0,8621*
Xg Cosmopoliteness 0,2508%#

7

¥ Significant at 5 per cent level of probability
¥* Significant at 1 per cent level of probability

The results given in the Table-6 indicated that age
was significantl; but negatively correlated with the

compunication behaviour at one per cent level of probability.

Education, attitude towards block exitension agency and

Information seeking behaviour had positive and significant

correlation with communication behaviour, at five per cent

level of probability. Innovatlon proneness, social
participation, and cosmopoliteness showed positive and
significant correlation with communication beﬁaviour
at one per cent level of probability. Fatalism did not
show aﬁy significant';orrelation with communication

behaviour,

IV, Personal and Soclo=psychalogical characteristics of,
' farmers with respect to communication behaviour
ﬁge! :

The respondents were grouped into varilous age

groups viz. 20 to 29 years, 30 to 39 years, 40 to 49



Table - 7 Age-wise distribution of respondents with respect to thelr
communication hehaviour

Communication Behaviour

Age group Lov Medium High Total
Fre- Per- Fre- Per- Fre- Per- B Fre- Per-
quency centage quency centage quency centage quency centage

20-29 years 1 6.67 - - 93.33 15 100

30-39 years 4 15.38 9 34,62 13 50.00 26 100

40-49 years 16 59.26 4 14,81 7 25,93 27 100

50-59 years 20 74,07 - - 7 25.93 ' 27 100

60 years and

above 14 93.33 - - 1 6.67 15 100
Total 55 13 42 110

8L
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years, 50 to 59 years and 60 years and above, The
distribution of the respondents along their age and

communication behaviour is presented in Table ~ 7.

Among the 15 respondents categorised under the age
group 20-29 years, 93.33 per cent had 'high' communication
behaviour whereas only 6.67 per cent had '16w' communication
behaviour, none having 'medium’ communication behaviour, The
age group 30-39 years included 26 respondents and out of
that 50 per cént had 'high'! communication behaviour, while
15.38 per cent had 'low' communication beha{iour and 34.6%
had 'medium' communication behaviour. Out of the 27 respon-
dents under the age group 40 to 49 years, 25.93 per cent showed
Thigh! communication behaviour, 14.81 per cent ‘medium’
communication behaviour and 59,26 per cent had 'Low' communi-
cation behaviour. In the age group 50 to 59 %ears, only
25.93 per cent of the 27 respondents had 'hihh' communication
behaviour whereas 74.07 peracent had 'low! cpmmunication
behaviour, none showing 'medium’ communicatipn behaviour,
In the oldest age group viz, 60 years and ab?ve 6.67 per
. cent 7showed 'high' communication bebaviour, %hile 93.33 per
cent-ghowed 'low! communi cation behéviour, n?ne showing

'‘mediuvm’ communication behaviour,

Qf the 15 respondents each in the youngest and the
oldest group, 93.33 per cent of the respondents were
having 'high' communication behaviour in the former group

while so much percentage were having 'low' communication
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behaviour in the latter group, From the table - 7 1t was
realized that as agé increages, the communication behaviour

decreases.
Education:

The total respbndehts were categorised into seven
groups as given in table-8. The group 'illiterate' lncluded
29 respondents of which only 10.34 ber cent showed ‘high'
communication behaviour while 89;66 per cent showed 'low!
communication behaviour, none showing‘medium’communication
behaviour. The 'read only' group included only five
respondents and all of them had only 'low’ communication
behaviour. Out of the 12 respondents under the 'read and
write! group, only 5.88 per cent had 'high' communication
behaviour, while 70,59 had 'low' communication behaviour and

23.53 per centhad 'medium'® communication behaviour., Among
the 25 respondents under the 'primary' group, 48,00 per cent
ﬂéd 'high' communication behaviour, 24,00 per cent had
'medium! communication behaviour and 28,00 per cent had 'low!
communication behaviour. In the middle group, there were
15 respondents, of which 53.33 per cent had 'high' communi-
catioﬁ behaviour, 20.00 per cent had 'medium' communication
behaviour and 26.67 per cent had 'low' communication
-behaviour, The 'high school' group had 16 respondents,
of which 93.75:Per cent showed 'high"communication behaviour
while only 6.25 per cent showed 'low' communication behaviour,
none showing 'medium® communication,ﬁehaviour. The 'College
lavel! group included only three respondents, all of them



Table - 8 Distfibution of resﬁondents baséd on education with respect
to their communication behaviouf,

(N = 110)
Communication behaviour
Category Score i
- Low Medium High Total
Fre= Per-'  Fre= Per- Fre- * Per- " Fre- Per-
quency centage quency centage quency centage  quency gzn-
{ He ze
Tlliterate (0) 26 89,66, - - 3 10,34 29 100
Read only ~ (1) 5 100,00, - - - - 5 100
R ' ) ,
Read and  (2). 12 70.59 4 23,53 1 . 5.88 47 - 100
Primary (3) 7 28,00; 6 24,00 12 48,00 25 100
Middle (), & 26,67; 3 20,00 8 53433 15 100
High School (5) 1 6425 - C - 15 93.75 16 100
College level(6) - - - - 3 100,00 3 100

I8
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showing 'high' communication behaviour.,

An appraisal of Table-8 revealed that the communication

behaviour steadily increased as educational level increased,

Innovation proneness

The sample was grouped into two based on innovation
proneness, The mean fnnovation proneness score was 2,156,
A tribal farmer has 'loﬁ' innovation proneness if he obtained:
a score below 2.156.and ‘high' innovation proneness 1f he
obtained a score above 2 ,156. The distribution of respondents
along innovation proneness and communication behaviour is

presented in Table-9,

Table =9 Distribution of respondents based on innovation

proneness with respect to their communication

behaviour,
énnovation__ Communication behaviour
ategory - - '
proneness Low Medium  _ High Total
score Fpa. Fer- Fre=  Per- FPre-  Per- Fre~ Per-
tuen. C6h= Quen= cen- quen~ cen- gquen- cen-
g& tage cy tage’ ¢y tage cy  tage
Below

Low 47 - 60,26 11 14,10 20 25.64 78 100
2.156

ADOVE  mien 6 18,75 3 9.37 23 71.88 32 100
2,156 '

X = 2,156 Total 110
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Out of 78 respondents included in the 'low' innovation
proneness group, 60,26 per cent showed 'low' communication
behaviour whereas only 25.64 per cent showed 'high' communi-
cation behaviour and 14.10 per cent showed 'medium' communi-

cation behaviour.

Among the 32 respondents included under 'high;
innovation proneness group, 71.88 per cent showed 'highi
communication behaviour, while only 18,75 per cent and |
9.37 per cent showed 'low' and 'medium' communication

behaviour respectively,

From the table i1t is evident that communication

behavliour increased as innovation proneness increased.,

Attitude towards block extension agency

The respondents were categorised into two viz, thﬁse
having favourable attitude towards biock extension agency
and those having un*avourable attitude towards block extension
agency. A tribal farmer having an attitude score below
12.427 was included in the latter group and a tribal farmer
having an attitude score above 12.427 was included in the
former group. The distribution of respondents along their
aftitude téwards block extension agency with respect to
thelr communication behaviour is presented in Table-10,

Out of the 59 respondents who had 'unfavourable'
attitude towards block extension agency, only 16.95 per
cent had 'high' communication behaviour, while 67.80 pef
cent was having 'low' communication behaviour and



Table = 10 Distribution of respondents according to their attitude towards
the block extension agency with respect to their communication

behaviour,
(N = 110)

Attitude Cate- Communication behaviour
score gory Low Medim High - Total

Fre~ Per- o Fre- Per—~ Fre- Per- Fre- Per-

quency centage quency centage quency centage gquen- cen-

cy tage
below  Unfavour- k0 67.80 9 15.25 410 16,95 59 100
12,427 ) o ) ] )
Above - Favourable 15 29,41 6  11.77 30 58.82 51 100
12.427
X im 12,427
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15:25 per cent having 'medium' communication behaviour.
Amoung the 51 respondents who had 'low' communication
behaviour,58.82 per cent had 'high' communication
behaviour, 11,77 per cent had Tmedium' communication
behaviour and 29,41 .per ceht had ‘low' communication

behaviour. ,

An appraisal of the table revealed en upward trend
in communication behaviour along with the !favourableness!'

of attitude towards block extension agency,

So articipation

Based on soclal participation, the respondents were
groupe& into two such as those having *low! soclal partie
cipation and those having 'high' social participations
All the respondents having soéial pérticipafion score
below 2,936 were included in the 'low' social partici-
pation group and those having soclal participation score
" above 2,936 were included in the 'ﬁigh' soclal participation
group. Their distribution along social participation and

. communication behaviour ir presented in Table - 11,

The 'low' social participatioﬁ group included 51
respondents, of which 31,37 showed 'high! communication
behaviour, 13.73 per cent "mediunm' communication behaviour
and 54,90 per cent 'low!' communication behaviour, Among
The 59 respondents under 'high' social participation group
45.96 per cent showed 'high' communication behaviour,.11.86

per cent 'medium' communication behaviour and 42,38 per cent

*low' communication behaviour., -



Table - 11 Distribution of respondets based on social participation with

"

respect to their communicaticn behaviour,

(N = 110)

Social Communication behaviour =
P i - -C 't . . -
ngfogi AReBonY . Low * Medium ‘ ~High Total
soore E;e- Per- Fre=- Papr- Frew Per- Fre- :Per-

quency - centage quengyfﬁcentage”‘QPEHcY' centage qg;q- %gg;
Below. 2,936 Low. 8 . 54,90 7. 13.73 16 - 3137 51 100
Above 2,936 High 25 42,38 7 11.86 27 45,76 59 100

X =2,936

98
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Thus from the table, it was observed that respondents
with'high' social participation showed 'high' communication

behaviour too.

Fatalism

" The sample was divided into two such as those having
'low! fatalism and those having 'high' fatalism, A tribal
farmer was donsidered to have'low' fatalism if he had a
score below 12,245 and high fatalism if he had a score
above 12,245, The distribution of the respondents along
their fatalism and communication behaviour is presented in

Table - 124

Among the 53 respondents in the 'low' fatalism group,
45,28 per cent showed 'high' communication behaviour, 13.21
per cent showed 'medium' communication behaviour and 41,51

per cent showed 'low' communication behaviour.

The thigh' fatalism group included 57 respondents
out of which 35 per cent showed 'high' communication
behaviour,12.28 per cent showed 'medium' communication
behaviour and 52,63 per cent showed 'low' communication

behaviour,

From the table, it could be seen that the respon-~
dents were almost evenly distributed among the two

groups showing not much influence of fatalism on communi-

catlion behaviour,



Table -~ 12 Distribution of respondents based on fatalism with respect

to their communication behaviour.

(N = 110)
Fatalism Category ) Communicatio;z— behaviour )
Score Low Medium High . Total
Fre- Per-_' Fre- Per- Fre- Per- Fre- Per-
quency centage quency centage quency centage quency cen-
: y tage
Below Low 22 41,51 7 13.21 24 45,28 55 100
12.245
Above High 30 52,63 7 12,28 20  35.00 57 100
12,245
X = 12,245

8§
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Information seeking behaviour

The total respondents were divided into two groups
having 'low' information seeking behaviour and ‘high’
information seeking behaviour coming below and above the
mean score of 8.227. The distribution of respondents along
their Information seeking behaviogr and communlcation
behaviour is presented in Table - 13

The 'low' information seeking hehaviour group included
62 respondents of which only 9,68 per cent showed 'high’®
communication behaviour while 79.03 per cent showed 'low’
communication behaviour and 11,29 per cent showed 'medium'
communication behaviour, Out of the 48 respondents coming
under the *'hight! information seeking behaviour group, 77.03
per cent showed *high' communication behaviour while only
6.25 per cent showed 'low' communication behaviour and

16.67 per cent showed 'medium' communication behaviour,

?he table revealed a steady progress in communi-
cation behaviour along with information seeking behaviour
showing an influence of, the latter on the former,

Cosmonoliteness

The sample was divided into 'low' coamopolite group
and 'high' cosmopolite group based on mean score for
cosmopoliteneas. Those who had score below 5.073 were
included under 'low! cosmopolite group while those who

had score above 5.073 were included under 'high' cosmopolite



Table « 13 | Distribution of respondents based on the information seeking

behaviour with respect to their communication behaviour.

(N = 110)
Information . C T ' Communication beéhavicur =
. Catee . : -
seeking beh~ o — |
aviour score &9V C Low Meddum " High Total
Frow Per- Fre- ° 'Per- .  PFreé- Per~ Fre- Per-
quency centage quency centage quency centage quen- cen-
. cy tage
Below 8,227 Low 49 79.03 7 11.29 6 9,68 62 100
Above 8,227 High 3 .25 = 8 16.67 . 37 77.08 48 100
X = 8,227

—

¥



Table - 14 Distribution of respondents with respect to their

cosmopoliteness and communication behaviour,
(N =110)

Cosmopo- =

1iteness Cate- | 9ommunication behaviour

seore gory Low Medium - High Total
Fre- Per- Freo= Par- Fre=- Per- Fre- Per-
quency centage quency centage guency centage quen-~ cen=-

cy tage

Below Low 33 58,93 5 8,93 18 32,14 56 100

5,073

‘;bg;: High 21  38.89 8 14,81 25 46,30 54 100

X =5,075

16
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group, The respondents were distributed along thelr

cosmopoliteness and communication behaviour as presented

The 'low! cosmoﬁ%}te group included 56 respondents
of which 32,14 showed 'high' cosmopoliteness, 5.93 'medium’

cosmopoliteness and 58.93 per cent 'low' cosmopolitenessy

The high cosﬁopolite group included 54 réspondenfs
of which 46,30 per cent showed 'high'! @omﬁunication behaviour,
14,81 per cent 'medium' communication behaviour and 38,89

showed 'low' communication behaviour.

From the table-;t is evident that the communication

behaviour increased afong with cosmopolitenessy

V! Relative importance of the sdlected vergonal and
gocio-pszchologicgl characteristics and ﬁheg;
con;;iﬁution in_explaining the depeggentf

variable.

. Simple correlation was useful onlf to £ind the
association between the variables, Hence, an attempt
was made to know the relative 1mbortaqce of the different
independent variables in explaining tﬁe.dependént variable
viz, communication behaviour.. The techriique of stepwise
regression analysis was found to be useful to know the relative
effect of independent variables in predicting the depeﬁdent

variable and elimination of unimportant %ariablas at each step.
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By doing this, it was also possible to know how the
addition of variables behaved in explaining the variation
of the dependent variable at each stages

s;egwigg Reg;esgiog Analysig of the Communication
Behaviour wi h e qu ggggentavariableg.

The: results of ﬁhe regreesion analysis are presented

in Table -15.,1 and 15 2 o .

From Table - 15,1, 1t could be observed that infor- .
mation seekieé behaviour (X,) was the most important
.variable in expldining the variation in the communication
behaviour, as more than 74 per cent of the variation could
be explained by this single,varieﬁle., A perusal of ‘the
table reveaied that the predictive power of the regreseion
.eqdetiee inpréased with each additional step., Step number
4 which included four variables gave the maximum R% value
'with an F value of 136.56 vhich indicated that the predictive
power was highest at this steps Eightythivese per cent of the

variation was explained by 21l these four variables,

All the eight variables taken for the stepwise
regression analysis’ Jointly explained 84,22 per cent of’
the varie%ionfin'communicetion Eehavioﬁr whereas the four
variablesﬁtaken‘qp to the cutting polnt alone contributed
to 83 per.cenp of the variation. In other words, contri-
bution of variables other than the four variables was not

significant in predicting the dependent variable,

At the 4th step, the F - value 136.56 was found to



Table -~ 15.1 Result of the stepwise regression analysis showing all the

significant steps of the communicatlon behaviour with the

independent variables.

F = 136.56

(N = 110)
Step Variables included in the M,C.C M,C.C. OF  F Ratio R®  R2
nunmber | regression analysis igjggted ‘ (adjusted)
1- 0 X 0,8621 ~ 0.,8621 ~ 1,108 312,61 0,7432 0,7432
2 Xor X, 0.9076 0.9076 2,107 249.99 0.8237 0.8237
3 Xpu Xy X, 0.9139 0.9122 3,106 179,15 0.8352 0.8321
4 Xgr Xpp Xom Xg 0.9158 0.9134 4,105 136.56 08387 0.8343
5 Xor Xpe Xp0 Xy Xy 0.9163 '0;9130 5,104 108.92 0.8396 0,8336
6 Xon Xpe Xoo X0 Xgs Xg 09171 0.9130 6,105 90,98 0,8411 0.8336
7 Xoo Xpo Xos Xy Xgp Xgo Xy 0.9175 0.9125 7,102 77.59 0.8418 0,8327
8 Xv Xy Koy Xop Xgy Koy Xgp X, 0.9177 049118 8,101 -~ 67.39 0,8422 0,8314
R® (adjusted) = 0,8343 57" R® at the end of 8 step = 0:8422

V6



Table = 15,2 Results of the stepwlse regression analysis.showing the final
significant step (step No,4) with all significant variables
included in the study of the communication behaviour ( N = 110)

Variable DName of the variable Regression rit
No. - - Codtfiolent (b)  SeFe of b Tt! values
X7 Informatiop seeking .
bena‘riow 0.‘478906** 0 .052392: 9 .1 41 ’
X, Attitude towards block PR S .
extension agency 04235451 0.04345 5.41
- X, Education . 0§252956% 0098080 2,579
X5 Social partiecipation 00742314 : 0.,047053 1.513

%  Significant at 5 per cent level of probability
®¥#*  Significant at 1 per cent level of probability.

It



be significant. Though the regression equation with all the
four variables indluded was significant in prediction as
indicated by the F - value, only coefficients of certain
variables were found to be significant by their 't! values,
The table indicéted-that the variables information seeking
behaviour, attitude towards block extension agency, and

education were individually significant in the prediction,

The regression equation given below was significant

in predicting the communication behaviour of tribal Tarmers,

Y = 2,9540 + 0,4780%* X7 + 042355%# Xh + 0,2535% X§;+

0.0742 X5

From the above regression equation, 1t was evident
that 83 per cent of the variation in communication behaviour

was explained by X, X‘,_}, Xi and X5.

All the regression coefficlentsexcépt for X, were

5
found to be significant. The partlel regression coefficilents

1A

indicated that a unit increase in information seeking behaviour

would result in'an increase of 0,4789 units of communication
behaviour, cetaris paribus, With a unit increase in attitude
“towards block extension agency, 0.2355 wnit increase is
rasulted in communication behaviour, other factors being kept
constant. 4 un}t lncrease in education would increase the

communication behaviour by 0,2535 units, cetarlis paribus.
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VI, Bxtent of crédibility attached to various sources

of information by the tribal farmers.

In order to find out the extent of credibility attached
to different sources of information by the tribal farmers, the
relative credibility index was found out for each source,

The results are presented in Table --16,°

Table = 16 Relative credibility index for various sources

of information.

- -~ I o v -

ﬁé} Source'of information {Eﬁégféziity Rank
= index
14 Village Extension Officer 2,42 Iv
2. Training staff of Mitraniketan 0.82
3} Junior ﬁgricultural Cfficer .54 X
4, Newspaper 3,26 II
5 Instructors of functional
" literacy programme 0.31 X1
6. Radio 742 I
7. Agricultural Demonstrators 0,76 ViI
83! Neighbours and relatives 742 I
9. Tribel leader 2,94 11T
10.. Tribal Extension Officer 0.65 VIII
11« Block De&eloPment Officer 0ol X1

1
124 Tribal Extension Worker 2:22 Vv




The table revealed that the 'rgdio' end 'neighbours
and relatives' were thetwo most credible sources with the
highest relative credibility index of-7.§2 each, These
sources were followed by !newspaper’ with index 3.26,
'tribal leader' with 2,94, 'Village Extension Officer?
with 2,42, and ‘f?ibal Exfension Worker' with 2.22.:
*Praining staff of Mitraniketen', ' Agricultural Demone
stratbrsf, '"Tribal Extension Officer! and 'Block Develop-
ment Officer‘ were considered to have less credibility with
index of_O.Bg, 0,76, 0;65 and 0,44 respectively, Junior -
Agricultural Officer recelved an index of 0,34 while
Ihstructqrs of Functional Literacy Programme gained aﬁ
index of.only 0s314

| It was evident from these results that 'radio’ and
'neighboﬁrs and relatives'! were the twn'mqst credible
sources of information with regard to agricultural communy e
cation among tribal farmers. 'Junior Agricultural Officer?
and 'Instructors of Functional Literacy .Programmef were
least credible sources for agricultural communication..

VIL; Identification of key gommunicators among the

triﬁal farmers

Using soclometrlc technique, the respondents were
asked to name three leaders in the descending order of

preference they contact for getting agricultural information.



Table = 17 Ranking of key communicators based on the preferences of

respondents.,.- (N = 110)
gifzggry Preferences o . )
gg@gggi' I Preference II Preference III Preference Total Total Ranok
Fre=- Per- Fre= Per- Fre= Per— 'Frer - Per—
quency cen-— quen- cen- quen= cen= quen- centage
age cy tage cy tage cy
Moottukani ! 62  56.36 24  21.82 - 24 21.82 110 100 258 I
:( score (score . (score
‘= 186) = 48) = 2k)
Plathi | 34 30,91 56 50.91 20  18.18: 110 100 234 II
(score. (score (score
= 102) = 112) = 20)
ggcggfa?y 20 18.18 32 29,08 58 52.75 110 .400 182 I1I
operative « (score (score (score
Soclety  _ 4p) = 64) = 58)
Others - 42 10,91 16 14,55 82 74,56 110 100 ;150 - -IV
(score (score (score
= 36) = 32) = 82)

68
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The first choice was asslgned a welghtage of three polnts,
the second two points and the third oné point, Individual
scores for 110 respondents were computed for each category
of key communicator. The results have been presented in
the Table =17,

The Moottukani received a score of 258, followed by
'Plathi' with 234, Secretary of Co-operative Society with
182, anad Others with 150, These four categories were ranked
as first) second, third aﬁ& fourth respectively in the order
of preference. Result lschown in F:!.gufe 5 .

|
VIiII. The cultural = anthropolosical characteristics of -
the gelected tribe and. the leadershin modes

?Ka?ikkars' are a prominent éroup of hill tribes
with their owh individuality and identity in South Travancore.'
In Trivahdrum1District, they mainly inhabit a chain of
forests in Popmudi, Vithura, Xallar, Nedumangad, Aryanad,
Agustianmudi, Aruvikkara, Cherucode, Kuttamala, Chettiampara,.
Chulliemala etc., in the Nedumengad and NMeyyattinkara taluks.
In Quilon District, they are found in Kulathupuzha, Madathara
and Kalayapurém areas, Kanikkars are algo fouhd in theJ
forests bf Thirunelveli and Kanyakumari Districts in Tamil
Nadui' The forests which they inhabit are intersected by
numerous water courses, the most notable of which are the

Paraliar, the Kothayar, the Neyyar, the Karamanayar, the
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Vamanapuram and the Kallada rivers., Though some of the
tribals are financially well off, most of them lige in
poverty and deprivation,

Origin and History

Kanikkars believe themselves to be the oldest tribe
of Kerala, They hold many beliefs regarding their origin
and transmit them through Folk songs, generation after
generation. A legend states tﬂat when Aryans;came to
Kerala, they understood that Kanikkars were the owners
of land and gave them the name "Kanikkars' meaning land-
lords, Tradition has it that, when the sage Agastya was
at Agastyakudam, the ancestors of the tribe presented the
sage with a medicinal herb (malayare) used in performing
ablutions ia fire. The sage, therefore, called them
Malayarayans; Even to this day, Kanikkars invoke Agastya
to biing confusion to their enemies, It was later when they
submlitted to a ruling chief, and made preséntsjof honejr,
cardamom and ivory that they came to be known as Kanikkars
(Iyer, 1937) & |

According to , Thurston (4909) "the word 'Kanikkars'
mdans hereditory proprietor of land".*\Kanikkafs of Kottur
slng a song about thelr past history, According to this
SOng, there were 72 Kani hamlets under three oﬁieftains,
Virappan Aryan of Vipanellikotta, Sithangan Ar&an of
Chennalur kotta, and Adichan Aryan of Alanthara kottay
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They pald aﬂvisit.to Attingal Raja on his demand and presented
him with hodey, ivory, tigerskin, leopard skin, bamboo seeds
and other things to him, The latter was .so much pleased
that he con&erred on Virappan Arvan the title of "Veera
Marthandan Aryan" and authorised him to collect tax from
the Kanikka;s of the 72 hamlets, Virappan declded to
celebrate his installation ceremony as chief of the Kanikkars
and invited%Adipandi, Nadupandi. and Thalapandi chiefs to
grace the occasion, Adipandi demanded that Virappan's
sister be giveﬁ to him in marriage as a reward for

gracing theJoccasion with his presencey Provoked by this
insulting demand, Virappan decided to divert the weﬁers

of Kb%hayar, the Paraliar, the Manimuthar, and the
Chembarunther from flowilng into Pandian territory, by
constructiné dams, But some water still trickled down to
Adipandi. - ﬁccording to the song, the medicine man 'Plathi!
told Virappan that, 1f the dam was besmeared with the

blood of his sister, Karimpandi, no water would flow to
Adipendi, He did so and the water ceased to trickle down
eastwards. This brought famine to Adipandi. The Pandiyan
chief sought relief from Attingal Raja and Mathutti Pillai
was sent with an elephant to break the dams. When Mathuibti.
Pillai proceeded disregarding the dissuasions of Veera
Marthandan,'the latter killed his elephant with an arrow
discharged from his bow, Fearing disgrace, Mathuttl Pillal
committed suicide,



103

Enrageﬁ by this tragic event; Adipandl declared war
against the Kanikkars, The latter were defeated and -thelr
Chieftain committed suicide. Some of the Kanikkars fled
to Traﬁancofe and they are said in the song to be the
earlist Kanl settlers in the country (Iyer, 1937):

Kanikkars maintained good relationship with the
Maharajas oélTravancore. It is believed that they gave
protection fb Raja Marthanda Varma when he approached them
.as refugee during his struggle against "Ettuveettil
fillamar“. After conquering Travancore; the latter
presented th; Kanikkars with 36,000 acres of tax free land
in’Neyxattinkara taluk as a reward for their help during
hisrstgaggle, Later Kanikkars are bellieved to have migrated
to Nedumengad taluk also (Damodaran, 1974).

Habitat

Kanikkars prefer to live in isolation and hence they
put up their)villages only in interior areas where there is
water supply. The villages are separated by a mile or so

and are Verygdifficult to get access, Huts are bullt of

bamboo and a;e usually distributed according to the nature of
the slope., The roof is thatched with leaves of reeds which
are also used for walling, The floor of the hut is on a
level with the ground. The huts are of varyilng sizes with

a broad veraﬁdah. The hut is covered with grime and soot
which help to keep off mosquitoes. In some areas, there is

partial mud walling. Now-a-days, tree houses have become
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very scarce, a few seen in the interior part of the forest.
In some areas, bachelors are provided with a bachelor hall
which is a taboo to females. Unmarried girls remain in a

hut vacated for them.,

Mats are the main furniture in ?he huté. Cots made .
of bamboo reeds and wooden benches are also seeny of late,
Earthen vessels are mainly used for cooking, but some 6f
the tribes have changed over to brass and aluminium vessels,
Saucers, Jjugs, plates and other utensils are now used by
them," Each hut has a mortar hewn ouf of a large block of
wood, the top of which is scooped out into a shallow trough
with sides about 3" thick all around, : Kerosene lamps are

used By them even now owing to want of electricity..

The anthropometry of Kanikkarg

Kanikkars have been subject to extraneous influences
and have, thérefore, received an infusion of foreign blood
and new ideas from the more civilized people with whom they
have come into contact (Iyer, 1986). Owing to the admixture
of foreign blood, they are now approaching a composite
type of civilized humanity. In spite:bf this fact, they
possess some general physical. characters, Their skin
golour varies from light to darﬁ brown (Lulz, 1972). They
have long head, curly hair, receding forehead, prognathous
face with an avérage cephalic index of 74.2. The nose is
platyrhine (flat)_with an average nasal index of 89,6 |
(Iyer, 1936). Their body has low stature; and the colour

of thelr eyes is dark brown.,
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The costume varies from seminakedness to modern

clothes. They speak Malayalam with a Tamil accent.

‘Internal structure anhd leadership modes

Kanikkars have the most elaborate division of
exogamous phratries (Clans). The Kanikkars of Kallar,
Vithura and Aryanajrecognize two main phratries, *Muttillom'
and "Menillom', The Muttillom phratry includes Mannatillom,
Vellayillom, Thumbara illom, Thalayat illom, Kottapara
1llom, Melukonath and Kurumilloms, The Menillom phratry
includes Meenanga illom, Pothottillom, Patika illom,
Paramala illom, Erumbiyat illom, and Kythode illom,
According to a legend, these clans received the names
after the different parts of the carcase of an elephant that

lay dead in the Jungle and taken away by different groups
of people,

Regarding the leadership modes, Kanikkars have the
institution of headman who is popularly called "Moottukani®
Leadership modes are different from what is found in
Attappadi tribal area where the Mooppan, Bhandari, Mannook-
aran and Kuruthalai are the promiﬁent leaders. "Moottukani®
is the most important and influential person among the
Kanikkars., ©He possesses the qualities 6f a good leader as
enumerated by Tead (1935). He co-ordinates and directs
every activity in a particular region coming under ‘his
Jurisdiction with a s;rongly developed sense of a dominant

purpose and direction. He involves himself in all issues
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arising among his followers with enthusiasm and sincerity.

Moottukani holds an important position in different
ceremoniés. It is under his spiritual guidance the marriage
ceremony, birth ceremony, death ceremony, agricultural
ceremonies énd hunting ceremonies are conducted, By his
friendly and affectionate approach and executive nature,

he gets the things done by his followers,

The media'communication-is not so prevalent in ﬁheu
tribal areas, GCrape vine (fnformal) communication is in
vogue, In this context, Moottukanl plays an important
role as key communicator, Due to his relatively high
cosmopoliteness and social participation, he comes in
contact with outsiders and gets information about +the
outside world. - This information is transmitted among his
followers by informal communication, since they feel a sensé

of solidity, of honesty, and of reliabilitya;

Formerly, the ‘office of the Moottukani was hereditory
and develved on the neﬁhew. Of late, the selection of
leader has become more democratic and the tribals elect
‘one who has 'the initiative and leadership capacity as

their leader.

The second important man among Karikkars is the 'Plathi'
'(medicine man) who practices both medicine and black magilc,
He also holds an important position in various ceremonies
: and as key communicator, His importance is getting reduced

as people become more -~enlightened and less fatalistic,
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Marriage customs

The law of exogamy governs all marriages. It is sald
that clan classifications were”pfincipally made to give a
betber system of life and to prevent endogamous mardages’
(Luiz, 1972). The system of tracing kinship through the
mother {matrilineal) ig characteristic of Kanikkars, . Marriage -
within the clan 1s prohibited because all members of a cian
are of one blood, Children belong to the motherts clan and
since it 1s different from that of her brother s children.‘
marriage is possible between cross cousins, But marriage:
between children of two brothers or of two sisters is

forbidden,

The system of marriage 1s mainly of the nature of
a contract, Relatlonship can be sundered at the will of
either par%y. The months of August, November and March

are auspiclious for marriage.

Marriage is peérformed either before or after puberty.
When a boy attalns marriageable age, four elders approach
the girl'!s fafher with a proposal for marriage. If agreement
1s reached, bétel, arécéd_nut and tobacco are distributed
among the boy's party., The marrliage 1s celebrated in day
time in the boy's hut. On the marriage day, the bridegroom's
51ster goes to the brlde's hut with a pair of new clothes,
some betal and nut, and accompanies the marriage procession

from the bride's hut to the bridegroom's hut the same day.
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The bride sits in the marriage booth and the bride-
groon's mother hands over a necklace of beads ho his sister,.
who ties it around the neck of the bride. Betel and |
ardcanut are distributed to all present.- In olden days,,

a present of 5% "panams" was made to the bride by the
bridegroém, if she had come to age, ;L not, he used to

pay T “panaﬁs“. The bride's father receives four "chakrams?®,
The-assembled guests are treated to a'feast dand the couple
eat from the same leaf, .?hough they ?emain in the-samé hut,
they sleep séparately in the night. Afﬁer seven days, the
villagers are treated to a feast and the couple pay a
visit to the uncle's hut,: After retufning to their hut,

they are allowed to lead independent 1life after six momths

or a year, as their parents decide,

Kanikkars are generally monogamous.- Where polygamy

is practised, a man marries the sister of hls first wife.
 The underlying idea of polygamy is to beget childrén if fhe
previous wives are sterile; A man may marry the wife of his -
decpased brother and should look after the children angd
) proyerty.

v

Adultery is viewed with gredat abhorrence and severe
punishmenté are given. When afwoman is found to be the
adulterer, she is questioned by her ‘nathune' (husband's
sister)s She manages to get the name of the offender, who
is brought before' the assembly and questioneq on the matter,
When he admits the offence, he is flogged with temarind
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twigs and is fined. But this system of punishment has
almost disappeared now.

Divorce is effected in cases of lncompatibility
between,the man and wife. The matter is talked over in
the ﬁresénce of the parents of the hugband and wife and
the headman, If they cannot 1ead-an agreeablé relation-
ship, the bond is broken, The wife takes awvay all her
propefty. !

Pubert ustoms

. When a girl attains puberty, she is kept in a
éeparate shed, away from her parents' hut, which is a taboo
for men, Girls of the same age may kéeep company. Food is
served by her mother or sister; Pollution lasts for six
days, On the seventh day, she returné home with her
sisters and '‘nathune' after bath. The plathi chants a
maptram giving the holy ash with which she puts on a mark
. on the forehead. This is done so that evil spirits may

not d¢ any harm +to her.

Pregnancy Rites

During the seventh month of pregnancy, a ceremony
called “Vayathu pongalﬁ 1s performed, Rice is cookéd in
seven pots plaved on seven hearths and the pregnant woman
should salute each of them. Then all the women partake of
the cooked rice. This is also known as "Vayaru pongalf,
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The pregnant woman is lodged in a seclusion-shed
“towards child blrth and old .women expefienced ih.mid-
wifery attend on her and aid in the dellveryu The father
is not allowed to go near the child or-mother up to a fort—
night after delivery, The pollution lasts for two weeks
‘to one month, A male baby is named after his uncle or
maternal grandfather'and a female bhaby after her aunt

or maternal grand mother,

Inheritance

The inﬁéritancé is established among Kanikkars in
a peculiar ways On the seventh day of deéfﬁ,‘the deceased
man's property is divided equally between his nephew and
his son, In case there is na‘nephew, the properfy devoiveé
on his sohs. If there is no son, it devolves :on the.ﬁiece..“

In her absence, it goes to his brothers and sisters,

.- A childless mah adopts a niece or nephew, A niece-
is préferred for the future of the family&-as'any'chiidgén
born of her belongs %o his own clan, ‘The adbpted'child

gucceeds to the property,

i

Worship

The Ranikkars have a glorious collection of super-
sitions and 1egends,' They worship all the Hindu delties
and 101 anoestor spirlts. They believe in life after.
death and reblrth. A young Kani is invariably taught
quite a lot of the history of the tribe.
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People of the north of the river Kothayar, bury the
ldead; the dead body is not cremated; - The Mottukani takes
the initiativeﬁin the fuperal ceremony, The wife of the
deceased take part in the funeral. She goesito the burial
ground with a vessel of rice gruel, a spoon and a siev;.

- As soOn.aé the corpse is lowered into the grave, she

places the vessel near tﬁe feet, Pollution lasts for
fifteen days; On the tenth an& the eieventh déy, 'chaf'

- mantra is chanted. Kanikkars belongihg to the south of
Kothayar.burﬁ their deaﬁ. A pit of size 6' x 2' x 2 is
dug, I% 1s packed with billets of fuel, over which the
corpse is laild with the head to the ndrth. Fuel billets
—are-égain1pléced over it and are set on fire, On the third-
day, the bones are collected and covered with earth in

the pit, On the fifteenth day 'pulakuli! feast is conducted.
They Bereaved pray for the peace of soul of the departed.

Asriculture

Previously, Kanikkars were practlsing éhifting
cultivation. Thurston (1909) remarked that "the jungle
Kanikkéfs have no permanent abode, but shift from one
part of the forest to another', But they have almost
glven up this practice mainly due to the rigorous rules
introduced by the forest department, prohibiting the;r

freedom to move from one place 40 another within the forést
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area (Tribal sub plan of Kerala, 1979). 4 few are still
praétising shifting cultivation within the holding. They
now cultivate upland rice, tubers and vegetables. They also

collect tubers and roots locally called Kavala (Dioscoria

oppositifolia), Nendran, Neendi etc. and other minor forest
produces like honey, nellikka (Goosberry), wild cardamom,

Kuva leaves etec, from the forest.

Communal Asricultupal ceremonies,

Since Kanikkars were nomadic agriculturists, they
were not assured of a steady supply of food, So they
made offerings to their deities either to please, atitract
and conciliate or to avert and cancel the harm which the
gods have the power to inflict, The relevant ancestral
ceremonies and beliefs connected with agriculture as reported

vy Iyer (1937) are cited below:

Public ceremonies are conducted at the time of jungle
clearing, breaking of the soil, and harvesting. VWhen they
start jungle clearing about the end of Vrischigom (November-
December) on Friday at Sunrise, Kuva leaves (Curcuma

angustifolia) are laid for different deities and the

medicine man places a handful of paddy in all these leaves.
Further down are placed bill—hooks and a measure of paddy
on leaves by the Headman, The men observe continence for
three days before starting Jungle clearing. Women do not

take part in the ceremony, The following prayer is then

chantedy
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"0h Mﬁthi, Kodalikavu Mutha, méy there be ng disease

among us, May you shield us from any cut or wound".

A1l the audience stand in rapt attention. The
Headman takes a handful of paddy and distributes a few
grains among those present. They look at them intently
and throw them on ithe leaves., Each man then takes his.
bill-hook, The Headman clears a part of the jungle first,
He is then followed by the rest, The Headman cuts seven
reeds and if no water or dirt is found inside the reeds,
it is believed to be an auspicious sign for cultivating
the area, If there happens to be any dirt or water, they
select another locality, When they return after cleaﬁ@ing
the forest, prayer is offered to thé 52 devates %o fﬁe
effect that they cleéared the jungle; and they desire to
~ get enough food for their subsistende. One of them becomes
inspired, and says that they shall suffer no damage, if
they work. VWhen he comes to himself, the men partake heartily
of food they have brought with them and go home. They do

no more work for the day.

During the month of Meenom (March~April) the ceremany
6f throwlng rice for Muthl starts. Four stakes are driven
into the ground, and two thattis of.reed are pu} up one
above the other, On the thatti at the top are placed
raw rice, coconut and a ball of ricé powder, Frankincense

is burnt and the following prayer is offeredy
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10h Muthiyamma, Uadyamutha, Kodalikevu Muthas of the
hamlet, may we be enabled to live oﬂ‘paddy, the pfodhce
of our labour, May no wild élephant, wild boar, and other
animals cause any damage to our crops, and'may y&u guard

us fromthese animalsy,

Then they broadeast the paddy seeds. Women not in
their mensus- and girls can attend the function, Great

harm will be done, if an unclean woman attends the function,

At the time of harvest, anhother offering is given to
Muthi and Uadyamuthen with the difference that there is
no rice powder. The prayer is to the effect that they -
may get all the paddy through the good grace of the Gods;
Sheaves of corn are carried in head loads by the Headman
and others and a "putharikoduthi® (offering.o£ first fruits)
1ls given., Paddy sheaves are threshed and the paddy is:
fried and made into beaten rice, All assemble early hext

morning and prayi

- 10n God, may you give us abundance o0f corn and
riches", At the time of harvest, if there is any death
pollution the harvest is delayed till the pollution ceases,
as otherwise wild animéls will attack them or destory their

Crop&.

Harvesting is done by women and is completed by
‘the end of chingom (August - September) and the paddy is
kept inside the hut. . The Headman intimates that corn should



115

be threshed and offered to the-Ged. Each man contributés
his share and paddy is hulled and offerings are made to the
Sun, Sasta, 52 devatas, Muthi, Muthan, and Kodalichavu.
Prayers are then offered to fhe following effects

"We are golng to thresh corn, Show us enough paddy,
pray do not harm us", Each man then dries his paddy and
bundles it up in Kuva leaves. He then suspends it from the

rafters of the hut.,

_ After 10th of Kanni (September - Qctober) comes the
grandest of offerings called "Puppada Koduthi"., At the
instance of the Héadman, all the village;s bring bunches of
plentain to him, They are left for three days, when a'pit
of 10 feet square and 3 feet deep is dug: Billets of fuel
are then bﬁnnt in the ﬁ;t, and when they are bhurnt out,
meruthi leaves are placed over the embers, The plantains
are then placed over tﬁe leaves and again éovered with |
maruthi leaves and earth, They are smoked for three days
through a hole. On the fourth day, the Headman calls the
people to make the offering. There is feasting that evéning,
followed by singing. Offerings of paddy are given to |
different deitles and three goats are sacrificed, The
following prayer is then offereds |

"We have little to offer. Pray accept our small
offering as’ a large one, and protect our children',
| Fruits -are then distributed, and the géat's flesh
is divided equally among all, They then return home.,
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The Zinal koduthi (offering) comes on the f£ifth of
vrisdhéggom (about 20th of November), which is known as
“puppada varikoduthi™, Each man contributes one measure
of paddy., The paddy thus collected is hulled and the
,riée is converted into paste, At sunrise, they go to
the sacred spot and set fire fo all tpe drynleaves that are
3Lying about, The following prayer ié ‘then chanteds?

"Oh, gbd, we nmake this offering after removing-
‘the sweepinés of flowers, pray accept it without demur and
be well disposed to us", The paste is then fiied and
distributed to all, This completeélthen¢eremonies relating

to agriculture,
CereQQnies connected with hunting

Kanikkars prOpitiate the hunting sPirits such as
Sankaramalla Muthan, Pulichavu of Ariya Muthan and
Patanayaka muthan before they go hunting in Medom {April -
May). The medicine@man who observes continence for three
days Qonducfs the céremony, A fowl is killed and offerings
of beétén rlce and arrack are made a{”sunrise with the
prayer that they may have a successful hunt, Hunters go

in a group of ten or fiiteen persons,

When the hupt is successful, the skin of the animal
is pealed off f£irst, The heart aﬁd léngs are roasted éﬁd
cut into slices agd plaéed on 1eaves,-.fhey aré intended ag
offerings to Madan, Pulichavu aﬁd others, All bathe and
chant the following prayer facing easti |
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"When we go to the jungle, pray let us have easy
gameﬁ(.lf we do nct:get any, we shall conclude that there
are no muthans", It is said that aé an answer to this
prayer, they gef another game in a ﬁeek. The flesh is
divided among all the village folk,

Beliefs

The Kanikkars regard the Sun as female and worship |
occasionally on Fridays:. They consider the Moon as male
and make offerings o him on full moon days, Kanikkars
believe that the earth'rests on one of the horns of
an ox, When the ox feels restive, on account of the
heaviness of the earth, the earth is shifted to the other
horn which causes earthiquakes.. ;

Kanikkars think thatlthe serpent is the parent of the
Moon. They believe that the Moon onée refused to give
pan to the serpant with the- result that the serpent
occasionally shrouds the Mooniwith its hood, This is-
said to be the cause of 1unar}eclipse. The solar eclipse
is similarly accounted for, They believe that thunder is
the blow of Rakshasa (demon),. Lightning is the flash at
the time of the blow, The rainbow 1ls ‘said to be a bow
of a Rakshasa (Iyer; 1937). | |

fodustries
Kanikkars have no marketable indusitry worth the name,
Each family makes its own baskets froh bamboo splits

intended to carry paddy, tubers and plaﬁtains and weaves

nats for furnitﬁre,
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Musical instruments

The musical instrument of the Kanikkar is the 'Kokra',
which is used in all religions Ceremoni?s. It is & ‘tube
nine Inches long, made of sheet irpn,léerrated at the Jjoining
and opposite side., A man holds it 4n his left hand and.
draws an ilron pin over the serrated edges to and fro quickly,

The sound thus produced suits chat songs.

. Ireatment of diseases

The plathi (medicine-man) is supposed oo be the
repository of '‘all.medical knowledge, He cures ailments
by medicine or exorcilsing evil spirits, Now~a~-days people

{

go to hogpitals *o gé% treatment,

The old customs and ceremonies are getting wiped out
from the memories of'?anikkars population, Many of the
Kanikkars, especiall@ youné%?ters have a tendency to lead

SR
more of a clvilized %ife than an age old and tradition
bound life, The researcher observed a radical change in the
cultural characteristi€s of the Kanikkars from those
reported by Thurston (1909) and Iyer (1937).
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CHAPTER V
DISCUSSION

The results obtained in this study are discussed

and interpreted in this chapiter under the following:

sections.

I.

II.

III.

Iv.

Communication behaviour of tribal farmers in terms:
of the information input, processing, output and

feed back pattern,

The information seeking behaviour of the tribal

farmers

Relationshlip between the independent variables and

the communication behaviour

Relative importance of the selected personal and
soclo~phychological characteristics and their
contribution in explaining the communication

behaviour

Extent of credibility attached to various sources

of information by the tribal farmers

Identification of key communicators among the tribal

farmers

Communi.cation behaviqur of tribal farmers in terms

of +the information input, processing, output and
féeed back

In the present study, the majority of the farmers

had only low communication behaviouf,. Qut of the four
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components of the communication behéviour, viz,, informa=-
tion input, processing, output and feed back, the informa-
tion input was found to be high as. evident from high
information seeking behaviour. But the coniribution from
the other components might be less. resultlng in low com-
munlcation.behaviour. The information processing might
be insufficient due to misunderstanding, partial under-
standing or impr&per interpretation of the informations
réceived. From the tables 4,2 and 4.3 1t could be observed
that the message regarding the control of termite (M5> was
the most difficult one to understand and convert to simple
meaningful messages. Majority of the tribal farmers
percéived the messages reganding ilmproved varieties of
tapioca. (M1) and fertiliser application (M5) as always
difficult to decode and encode. Even though the message
M2: and M3 wﬁs perceived easy by majdrity of farmers, it
could be seen that in general, information decoding and
encoding by the tribal farmers were relatively poor.
This in turn might have lead to ingufficient information
~output. Mqreover, the informations are mainly conveyed.
to -other farmers in the settlement through personal talk
during home visit or home call by fellow farmers, (Tables
A 4 and 4.5) This might not have helped them to present
a clear picture about the practicabiiity of the information
regarding improved. technigues of tapiocé cultivation. It
is only logical to think that the information clearly
understood and correctly interpreted will be disseminated
to others properly.
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The iﬁfofmat;pﬁ sources for the tribal people weret
radio, newspabers, village extension officer, Tribal exten-
sion,ﬁfficer@ Tribal extension worker, Agricultural dem-
onsiratorsm Junior Agricultural officer; Instructors of
funcgtional literacy programme, training staff of Mintra-
niketan, Tribal leader.and nelghbours and relatives.

Out of the -above sources of information, feed back
‘towards radio and newspaper was practically nil, which is
evident from Table - 48, Feed back towards the cosmopolite
sources suchﬁas Village Extension Officer,, Tribal Exteﬂ%iOn
Officer, Agricultural Demonstrators, Junior Agricultural
Qfficer and training staff of‘Mitraniketan, was very much
limited as these change agenfs visited the tribal areas.
only rarely. Hence such feed back was; delayed also,. Tribal
Extension Workers belonged to the'samé tribal community
and pald frequent visits in tribal areas:so that feed back
towards them was adequate, Feed back towards the personal
localite sourcges of information such as tribal leaders
(Moottukani énd'Plathi)—and neighbours and relatives was

immediate and adequate,

Qut of the five communication methods through wiich
feed back was obtained, personal talk 'during home visit and
personal talk during home call by fellow farmers were the
two important methods (Table 4.6). Dﬁring personal taik,
it is only natural that the importancé of the technical
informations would be lost, Similarly out of the three |

-
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types of infonﬁation feed. back, the 'communication of
information regarding sanotion‘of subsldy stc.' and the
'communicatiﬁn of information regarding supply of inputs’
occupiedefifét and secohd positions while the 'communiéation
of information related to technical aspects' was only the
least: frequent feedback (Table 4.,7), - '

Considering all the different sources: of information
it could be'inferred that feed back in the communication
system in tﬁe tribal area was not adequate., This could
be a possibie reason for the low level of communication

Kl

behaviour of the tribal people;

Another reason might be the unfavourable attitude
towards bloék extension agency shown by the majority of
the farmers; This prevents them from seeking information
from the bléck which in turn affects all other componénts
of-the,ccmm&nication behaviour., This view is supported
by‘Gnanasekgran (1978) who observed that the attitude
towards extension agency and informa?ion seeking beﬁaviour

were positi%ely correlated.

Traiding and visit system plays an important role
An extension work in Kerala, But it is in a nascent stage
and contact farmers are not properly identified (Karim, 1984).
The lecatio@ of contact farmers.among tribals is a dif-
ficult task?siﬁce most of them live in remote areas isolated
from the main stream of life. That might have contributed

$0 low communication behaviour-émong:them.
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Since Kanikkars live in forest areas, thelr soclal
participation compared. to non-tribal people is less. This
might be another reason for their low communication
behaviour. The report of Singh (1970) that "lack of social
participation by the tribals was one of the shortcomings
of tribal development block scheme® and the report of
Sadamate (1978) that "soclal participation was reported:
to be negatively and significantly related to technological
gap" support this view.

The differences in the group structure in different
settlements might also have contributed for low communica-
tion behaviour as Katz and Lazarsfeld (1955) rightly
remarked, "Differences in the degree of mutual attraction
among individuals, differences in the degree of their
interdependence, difference in status, and differences in
such things as propinquity or group size will make for
significant differences in the rate of contact and com-
munication and often too, in the content of what is

communicated?,

Above all, strong faith in traditional way of
cultivation might be a reason for low communication

behaviour of the tribal farmers.

IT. ZIhe information seeking behaviour of the tribal

farmers.
‘ The data given in Table 5.1 revealed that majority
of the tribal farmers in the study area had high level of

information seeking behaviour,
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One reason for the high level of information seeking
behaviour might be the exposure to mass media, mainly the
radio as evident from Table = 5.2. In ‘the present stﬁdy,
more than 50 per cent of the respondents possessed radio,
The radio has tremendous impact on' tribal people who stay
in places not connected by road. The timing of the agri-.
cultural programmes broadeast. ¢ through radio might be
convenient for the tribal farmers. It might also be a
credible medium for them, That might be the logical reason
for the eme#geﬂce of radio as one of the important sources
of information. According to Ambastha (1974) radio emerged
as the most utilized source by small farmers. Ranganathan
(4976) found that radio was utilized by cent per Eent paddy
growers, Agarwel and Kulkarni (1976) in their study on.
marginal farmers concludad that mass media communication
such as radlo broadcast, screening of agricultural films
and other visual graphic communication media have shown
promising results, Thus exposure to radio might be the
most important reason for higher information seeking

behaviour,

Though subscribers to newspapers are less than five
per cent, newspaper also holds an important position as
a credible mass media. Many researchers have reported
the information of radic and newspaper as lmportant
sources of information. Ravi (1979) reported that
newspapers and radio were used by mdre number of farmers

than other mass media sources. Sherief (1985) reported
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that among the mass media sources 'newspaper' emerged as

ah important source of information for non contact farmers.

Personal-localite sources play a significant role in
contributing to higher information seeking behaviour,
Tribal peoplie form a cohesive group. As Back (1952) rightly
concluded, wﬁen people are more attached to each other, they
exert greatef influence over each other's opinions and more
over, are more effective in theirp infiuencing, Thus
cohesiveness increase information seeking behaviour too,
According to Prasad and Sinha (1970), relatives, family
members and farm neighbours played significant role infor-
mation seeking behaviour, Mathur gg‘éa. (1974) also reported
that ?he farﬁers have shown greater dependence on inter-
personal-loﬁalite sources such as rélatives, neighbours and
friends; In the present study also neighbours and relatives

were found to the most impdrtant sources of information,

Another reason for higher information seeking behaviour
might be the contact of tribal farmer with tribal leader
and Tribal Extension Worker who are also important sources
of information as obsgrved from Table - 5.2; Both these
sources have comparatively higher cosmopoliteness and
social partic;pation which'enable them o acquire more
knowledge from outside world. Since they are homophilous

“in nature, the transmission of information is easy for them.

Even though the majority (46 per cent) of the tribal
farmers belonged to the high level group of information
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seeking behavisur, about 43 per cent ofkthe farmers were

in the low level group in this attributg. This is due to

the reason that many of the Kanikkars live in interior a?eas
not accessible to roads as well as cosmopolite sources. 

From Table~ 5.2 it could be observed that the cosmopolite
sources such as ¥lllage Extensioen Officer, Training Staff -

of Mitraniketan, Agriculfural Demonstrators, Tribal Extension
Officer, Instmictors of Functional Literacy Programme,

Junior Agriculitural Officer and Block Development Officers
were comparatively less important soufces of information, In=
accessibility to the dwellings of tribal farmers might be

the reason for-the same Hiterophily might be another reason.
Conﬁéct with cosmopolite sources like e#tension agency is
important in seeking informatlon, The reports of Scmasuqdaram
(1976) gnd Panneerselvan (j978) support this wvilew, The
isolation of tge tribal farmers from ou?siders and ﬁheir;_
limited interaction with cosmopolite sources are responsible
for the low level of information seeking behaviour of a

sizeable group of the commupity,

The conservative nature of the senio? tribal people
might be another barrier for seeking new agricultural

Information.

and Communication Behayiour,

The results presented in Table - 6 indicated +that
age was found to have = significant but negative relationship
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with communlcation behaviour. It could be seen that age
was a discriminating factor in influencing the communication
behaviour, Generally young farmers have a tendency to
adopt new agricultural‘techniques than old farmers. Young
age 1s generally a characteristic of innovators who show
more risk taking capacity and are more venturesome

(Rogers and Shoemaker 1971). They also get more chance

of exposure to the latest information due to thelr higher
cosmopoliteness and soclal participation. The young
farmers also show more innovation proneness whereas old
farmers, belng more conservative and tradition-bound,

are less prone to change. This result was in conformity
with that af Murthy and Singh (1974), Batara (1983) and
Sherief (1985),

Education was found to have a significant and positive
relationship with communication behaviour, Kanikkars
enjoy more educational facilities compared to other tribals
of Kerala and education might have helped them a great deal
in understanding and communicating new ideas., Moreover,
education might have enabled them to expose themselves to
mass media, various organizations and agencies and to
acquire more information regarding modern agricultural
practices. Reports of Singh and Sahay (1970), Singh (1970),
Sundaraswamy, (1971), Ramachandran (1974), Sandhu and
Darbarilal (1976) and Rao and Reddy (1980) were in con-
formity with the result,
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Innovation proneness was found to have positive and
siggificant relationship with communication behaviour,
The farmers who are pronelto change might show the character=-
istics of innovators as enumerated by Rogers and Shoemaker
(1971) viz. Venturesomeness, risk bearing capacity; higher
education, more soclial particlpation and empathy. These
might have been the reasons why they adopt innovations, -
and disseminate among others, Moulik (1965) and Bhilegaonker
(1976) established positive relationship between innovation

proneness.and adoption of farm practices,

Attitude_towards block extension agency showed a
positive and significant relationship with communication
behaviour, The favourable attitude towards block extension
agency influences them to approach block officials for
getting agricultural information and various types of
agsistance, The results of the studies conducted by
Gnanasekharan (1978), Sadamate (1978) and Ravi (1979) were—
also in conformity with the result im the preSeﬁt study.

Social participation was found to have significant
and positive relationship with communication behaviour.
It is natural that as a result of social participation;
the tribal farmers establish more coentacts with other
people, which have resulted in acquiring new knowledge
about agriculture, reducing the technological gap as observed
by Sademete (1978)., Thus it could-be understood that as

social participation increaséd, the knowledge about modern
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agricultural practices improved, resulting in high level of

comnunication behaviour among the tribal farmers.

Fatalism showed no association with communication
behaviour. The belief in pre-destined human situvations
make the tribal farmers more conservative. Even though
the tribal population of Kerala in general are fatalistic,
the Kanikkars are comparatively different as revealed from
the study. - The insignificant relationship of this factor
is mainly due to the influence of outsiders who have frequent
contacts with the tribal people, This is especlally so
in most of the Kanikkar settlements which are situated within
two or thrée kilometers from the main road from Kallar %o
Ponmudi, - The influence of frequent interaction with cos-
mopolite sdurces,of late, has resulted in narrowing down

the fatalism, the Kanikkars originally had,

The table ~ 6 revealed that information seeking
behaviour showed a positive and significant association
with communication behaviour, Tribal farmers seek infor-
mation about modern agricultural practices from the radio
and the newspaper to some extent, and from personal-localite
sources such as neighbours and relatives, tribal leader etc,
0f late, tribal fafmers have become more cosmopolite and
hence they seek information from other agencies and officilals
also, _The higher the social pérticipation, the more the
chance of getting improved knowledge about modern agricultural

practices. That might have helped them to exchange views and
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communicate their knowledge to others., Opinion leaders due
to their higher exposure, seek informatian from outside
agencies (Shailaja, 1981)s The key communicatbrs might

have dlsseminated information in their systenm. Thus hlgher ,
information seeking behaviour always tend to improve the

43G0mmunication:behaviour too,

¢
oA

Cosgopolifeness'was élso found to have positive

and significant association with commﬁhication behgviouﬁ,
This assoclation might be due to the fact that the tribal
people who interact with others during their visit.to
nearest town or market p;éges recelve more informationlfrem
them and communicate.it to other farmers of their system.
Since they act as personal-localite soprces, other farmers
accept the informationg from these tribal farmers withoﬁt
much hesitation, As a result, the coﬂmﬁnication behaviour

is improved.  In the circumstance, it codld be inferred

that the higher the cosmopoliteness, the more is the communis

cation behaviour,

From the above discukssion, the hypothesis puf forth
in the case of age, education, innovation proneness,
attitude towards block extehsioh agency, social particiﬁation,
inibrmatlon seeking behaviour and cosmOpolltenass vere
accepﬁed. _Buﬁ the hypothesis put forth in the case of
fatalism was rejecﬁed, as no signifibapt association could

be noticed from the results given in Table = 84
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IV, Relatiye importance of the gelected personal and
socio-psychological characterigtics and their
contribution in explainine the communication

behaviour,

The eight variables viz. age, education, inno-
vation pfoneness, attitude towards block extension agency,
social participation, fataiism, information seeking
behaviour, and éosmopoliteness taken for the study had
jointly explained 84.22 per cent of the variation in
communication behaviour. Out of these eight variables,
four'variables nanmely, information seeking behaviour;
attitude towards block extension agency, edugation and
social participation alone’ contributed to 83 per cent
of the variation. In other words, the contribution of
variables other than these four variables was not signi-
ficant in predicting the communication behéviour-of tribal

farmers,

The results of stepwise regression analysis shown
in Table - 15,2 revealed that thoughlthe four variables
were collectively significant in prediction as indicated
by the 'F' values, only coefficients of the variables,
information seeking behaviour, attitude towards extension
.agency and education were individually significant in
prediction by their 't' values,

Information seeking behaviour indicates the pro=

gressiveness, The tribal farmers who have more of this
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.quality expose themselves to outside world and try to
acquire more knowledge about modern agriculture, This
knowledge is preserved by them and is transmitted to

other farmers in the social system, Therefore, it is
logical to assume that farmers with high information seeking

behaviour show high communication behaviour too,.

Since the +tribal farmers get.many benefits from the
govermment through-the Block, it is but natural.that they
develop a favourable attitude towards Block extension
agency. This results in frequent cqﬁtacts with the Block
officials which in turn result in gain in knowledge about
the improved agricultural practices, Théy disseminate
this knhowledge to other farmers in their system. Therefore,
communication behaviour increases with more favourable

attitude towards the Block extension agency.

The chances for getting formal education is comparatively
more at present due to the educational policy of the government
for tribais. They enjoy concessions such as tribal schools,
tribal hostels; free tuition and scholarsghips. The formal
education naturally widens the horizons of knowledge whilch
in turn increases the dissemination of the same to others.

It is only logical +o think that a man with higher educational

status, naturally improves his communication behaviour.

Social participation is equally iﬁportant for the
lnteraction between people and exchange mews and views.

They galn knowledge as well as disseminate it through
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interaction. Therefore, it could be assumed that gribal
farmers with high social participation showed high level

of .communication behaviour.

Based on&he above discussions, it could be noted that
information seeking behaviour, attitude towards Block‘
extension agency, education and social participation
were painly responsible for the contriibution towards

communication behaviour of tribal farmers.

Information seeking behaviour alone contributed to
© 74 per cent increase in communication behaviour and hence

this variable emerged as the most important in prediction,

In fhe 1;ght of the above findings, it could be inferred
that providing more facilities in the tribal areas for
sharpening the information seeking behaviour would be very
much beneficial, Providing more radiq sets, starting
a community radio listening centre and improving the
eirculation of daily newspepers in the tribal area would be
useful, As a step tq improve the circulation of newspaper,
the pre-requislte of providing adult education and functional
.literacf classes in the area is necessary, Mitraniketan and
KANFED may be able to do something to improve the literacy

‘status in the area.

V. ZExtent of credibility attached to variocus sources
of information by the tribal farmers

In the present study, nelghbours and relatives and

the radlo were ranked as the most.credible sources of
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information by the tribal farmers.

The respondents might be considering the personal
localite sources as trustworthy. In interpersonal
communication, mutual attractions (friendship and
cohesiveness) play an important role (Katz and Lazarsfeld,
1955). As a traditional communi+ty, the tribals have close
interaction leading to group cohesiveness, Moreover,
mutual obligations in the tribal social system might be
more. The close interaction among the tribal farmers,
leads to the sharing &f experience resulting in an enhanced
mutual obligation and trustworthiness which helps the
communication of new ideas and new practices. The ré@?orts
of Chole and Rehudkar (1978) and Karippai (1981) supported
the resuli.

Another equally important source of information was
radio, The daily broadcast of programmes designed for
farmers by the statlions of Akashvani in Kerala has become
very popular and considerably helped 1n exposing the farmers
to new techniques in agriculture, The timings of programmes
might also have helped the farmers to attend them. The
low cost transistor sets available in the market might also
have contributed to the popularity of this medium which in
turn helped the farmers to attend the agricultural
programmes. These might be the reasons for considering
the radio as most trustworthy. Perumal (1979) and Ravi
(1979) also reported the radio as the most credible source
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of information which is in conformity with the result in
the present study.

Thg literacy level of Kerala Btate 1s the highest
in the country (Census of India, 1981), Of late, |
Kanikkars aiso enjoy relatively more educational facilitles
as compared to other tribal farmers, and this might be
the logical reason for the increased use of the print
media, In the present study, even though the subscribers
are only few, newspaper emerged as the second important
creﬁible source of Information among.the tribal farmers.
Most of the leadlng Malayalam dallies publish farm news
and features regularly and some of the literate tribal
- farmers, especially the young, are reading then regularljﬁ
Moreover, being a print'ﬁedium, 1t also enables 1ts
preservatibnfﬁor future use.. These might be the reasons
for its creéibility. In the stqdies conducted by Karippai
(1921) and Sherief (1985), newspaper vias reported to be
an important medium wutilized by rural people,

The next important credible source was the tribal
leader.: Among Kanikkars, the Headman is considered to be
‘very influential (Iyer, 1937). He has relatively high
exposure to cosmopolite sources, He is consldered as a
credible source by the tribal people because he has the
characterié#ics of an opinion leader as enumerated by
Shailaja (1981) viz. high cosmopoliteness, extension
agency contact and social participation., Since he is
a homophllous source, tribal people attach credibllity
to him.‘ |
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Next in the order were Village Extension Officer
and Tribal!Extension Worker., The Village Extension Officer
more frequently visits the zrea than other changelagents
and has relatively more rapport with the tribal péoplé )
and hence he emerged as a credible source, The tribal
extension worker'hails froﬁ the same community and has been
considered as credible. According +to Singh and Sahay (1970)
the most credible source among small farmers vas Village

Level Workers., Talukadar (1976) reported that the Block

staff were most crediblé among small farmers,

The least credible sources were Tralning Staff
of Mitraniketan, Agricultural Demonstrators, Triﬁal Eﬁtension
Officer and Block Development Officer. These extension
personnels approach the tribal farmers only rarely due to
their involvemént in other works outside the tribal areas
and also due to the&difficulties in'rgaching the settle=-
ments, Another reason might be the reluctance of tribal
farmers to approach them to seek agrd;informationa
due to the heterophily gap. This might have forced the
tribal farmers to consider them as least credibles
Karippai (1981) also concluded that the Extension personnel

‘received only a low level utilization.

VI.s ZIdentification of kev communicators among the
tribal farmers,

The results presented in Table - 17 revealed that
there were three important categories of key communicatdrs
among ‘the tribal farmers viz. "Moottukani" “Plathi" and
“Secrgﬁafy of Cd-opera%ive society" in the order &L

preference,
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The tribal farmers attach much importance to
"Moottukani" as a source of information since he is believed
to be the most important man with leadership capacity.

He is the most influential among the “Kénikkars":(lyer,
1937)¢ In other tribal areas, such as Attappadi Valley,
the “Mt::opp‘an;l who'is the head man is the most influential
and important pérson in the settlement, "The;ommunicgtion
pattern", Says Bales (1952) "tends to 'centralize'! in
other words, around a leader through whom most of the -
communication flows", Among Kanikkars, the communication
ipat‘tern tends to 'Centralise! around 'Moottokanit. He

also possesses the characteristics of opinion leaders as
enumerated by'Rogers and Shoemaker (1971), such as external
communication, accegsibility, social status and innovativeness.

Hence he emerged as a key communicator,

Second in the order of preference was 'Plathi', He
is the @edicine man who may perform black magic too.
He cures diseases-and is supposed to drive away evil spirits,
He also plays an important role in_agricultural.cerembnies.
merriage ceremony, puberty customs, death ceremony and '
hunting ceremony (I¥E§,1937). Thug he holds an importint
position in the social system and it is but natural th%f‘he '
emerged as a key communicator next to Moottukani.

O0f late, Secretary of Co-operative society haé

galned importance as a key communicator. The Girijan



Co=operative society flays an lmportant role in ‘the
economic upliftment of the tribal farmers and the serfiice
rendered by “the secretary is signiflcant. Hence he has
secured a respectable positlion among the tribal fammers..
He also hails from the same community. These might be the

reasons for considering him as a key communicator,

' The category 'others' iné¢luded famlly members,
friends, heighbours and relativess; As compared to
Mottukani, Plathi and Secretary of Co-operative society, :

their importance as key communicators was very much lesse

138°
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CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY

- Despite a multitude of developmental efforts,
tribals still remain in the low socio-economic stratum
constituting the poorest section in our country. Modern
agricultural technology has not been fully diffused among
the tribals resulting in their continued dependence in
subsistence farming. Unless the technological gap is
filled by proper communication between tribals and the
outside world, one cannot expect them to prdsper with
respect to their socio=-economic condition, The present

study was an attempt to understand the communication

behaviour of the tribal farmers.
The specific objectives of the study were:

(1) To study the communication behaviour.in terms of

information input, processing, output,and feed bhack

pattern of the tribal farmers.

(i1) To study the information seeking behaviour of the -

tribal farmers.

(11i) To find out the relationship between personal and
soclo~psychological characteristics of tribal

farmers and the communlcation behaviour.,

$iv) To study the extent of credibility attached to
various sourcesof information by the tribal farmers,

(v) To identify the key communicators among the tribal

farmers.
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(vi) To study the cultural-anthropological characteristics
and 1eéder5hip modes.

The sfudy was carriéd out in the Nedumangad taluk
of Trivandrum district which accounts for maximunanilkkar
population of the State. From'the ZDlvillaé@s of the |
taluk; six villages having maxﬁmum trival population were
selected for the study. From these villages, further .
selection of respondents was done by éimple random sampling.
One hundred and ten farmers cohstitutéd thg sample., Age, |
education, innovation proneness, attitude towards block
extension agency, social participation, fatalism, informa-
tion seeking behaviour and cosmOpoliteness'were the independ-
ent variables and the communication behaviour was the
dependent variable. An attempt to identify key communicators
and to investigate the cultural-anthropological characterist—
ics and leadership modes of tribal farmers was a1§6 made,
Regarding the measurement of variables, age was measured -
as the number of years the respondent had completed since
his date of birth at the time of interview. For measuring
education, the socio-economic status scale of Trivedi (1963)
was used. Using Moulik's (1965) self-rating innovation
proneness’ scale, innovation.pronenesslof the respondent was
measured, A?titude towards block extension agency was measured
uging the attitude scale developed by Sadamate (1978). With
the help of the scale developed by Lokhande (1974), social
participation was measured. Fatalism was meaSured-using the

scale developed by Ghadhopadhyéy as used by Verma (4970).

1
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.To measure information,seeking behaviour, the method used .
by Shailaja (1981) was used. Cosmopoliteness:was measured
using the schedule developed by Desai (1981).

For fhe measurement of the dependent Variable,
communication behavmour, the procedure followed by -
.Sherief (1985) with suitable modification was used., .Kej
‘communlcators were identified us1ng sociometric test. The‘
credibility attached to various lnformation sources was.
measured using the relative credibility index developed by
Sandhu (1973).

The data were collected: by interviewing the res~
pondents using the interview schedule developéd for the
purpose, Group dlscussions and participant observations
were also used to eliclt information. The data. were .

subjected. to correlation analysis and stepwise regression

analysis,

The salient findings of the study were summarised

and preésented belows

1.’ The study'revealed that the majofity‘of the
tribal farmers had only lOW'level of communication

behav10ur.

2, The information input of tribal farmers was
relatively high since they received‘informatdoﬁ,ﬁfom
mass.medla such as 'radio and 'newspaper' and pefeonal

localite sources such as 'neighbours and relatives®.
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3, In both the cases of information decoding and
encoding, the majority of tribal farmers experienced
difficulty always with regard go the messages about control
of termite (M5), about fertilizer application (Mh) and
about improved variety of tapioca (M1)e

4, Regarding information output, the majority of
the farmers communicated information to 'other farmers of

the settlement! while 'personal talk during home visit'.

5 Feed béck was highest about the 'information
regarding sanction of subsidies etec,.', at the time of
'personal talk during home visit'. Feed back to the mass
media such as_radio and newspaper was bnil, 'Feed back to
cosmopolite sources was relatively less while that to

personal=localite sources was comparatively high.

-6, The study revealed that the majority (46 per cent)
of the tribal farmers had high information seeking behaviour

whereas 42 per cent had low information seeking behaviour,

7. 'Neighbours and relatives' were the most important
information sources followed.by the "radio! and the 'news-
paper'., Tribal leader and Tribal Extension Worker were: the
sources next in the order of importance. Howeveﬁ; other
sources such as Village Extension Officer; Training Staff:
of Mitraniketan, Agricultural Demonstrators, Tribal Exten-
sion Officer; Instructors of Functional Literacy Programme,
Junior Agriéultural Officer, and Block Development Officer

received only lower ranks as information sources,
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8, Correlation studies revealed fhat age was signi-
ficantly bBut negatively correlated with communication
behaviour whereas education, innovatidn proneness, attitude
towards Block extension agency, social participation, informa-
tion éeeking behaviour, and cosmopollieness were positively
and significantly correlated. Fatalism did not show any

assoclation with communication behaviour.

9, Stepwise regression analysis revealed that ell
the eight independent variables (age,'education, innovation
proﬁeness, attitude towards Block extension agency, social
participation, fatalism, information seeking bhehaviour
and cosmopoliteness) selected for the study, Jointly
explained 84,22  per cent of the variation in communication
behaviour. The four variables, namely, information seeking
behaviour, attitude towards block extension agency, education,
and social participation fitted in the regression equation
alone contributed to 83 per cent of the variation. Information
seeking behaviour emerged as- the most iﬁportant variable in
the prediction of'the‘communication beﬁaviour;‘as this alone

contributed to 74 per cent of the variation.

10.. The key communicators identified among the tribal
farmers were Moottukani,_Plathi and Secretary of Co-operative
Society in the order of preference.

11. Regarding their cultural-anthropological
characteristics, the Kanikkars have receding forehead, flaring
nostrils, prognathous jaw with skin colour varying from brown
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to dark, They speak Malayalam with a 91ight Tamil accent.
The clothing varies from semi-nakedness: to modern clothes.
Though the old practice of shifting cultivationhis restrict-
ed by the fegulations of Forést Department, it is found
within the holding, The Kanikkars had a glorious coilection
of superstitions and 1egends which ﬁave undergone decay,
of late. The agricultural ceremonies include different
types. .of 'koduthis' (offerings) like 'Putharikoduthi’
(offering of the first fruits) and 'Puppada koduthi',
The songs related to agriculiture had been wiped out from
.the memories of the tribal farmers. They have separate.
ceremonles during different occaéiogs such as- birth, death,
at puberty, and hunting. Regarding the leadership,
tMoottukani' is the leader, assisted by 'Plathi' (medicine
man) who occupies the second position. Of late, Secretary
of Co-operative Society who is also a tribe has secured
importance among tribals. A radical change in ‘the cultural
and anthropological characteristics of the Kanikkars of
Nedumangad from those reported by early anthropologists
was observed:by the researcher; | ‘

B In conclusioh, it can be said that, even though
Kanikkars are more progresgive than fhe other tribal
" communities.of Kerala, they are still less. progressive
compared to the non~tribals of the State. : For their sbéio-
econonic upliftmentg the improvement in the farming system
is lmperative. It—is possible only through systematic

education and dedicated extension efforts.-



Suggestions for future research

A comprehensive study to develop an appropriate
communication strategy for the diffusion of innovations

may be conducted. in the less progressive: tribal: areas
of Kerala,
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APPENDIX I

List of Scheduled Tribes of Kerala

1., Adilyan
2. Arandan
3, Eravallen-
4, Hill Pulaya
5.. Irular, Irulan
6. Kadar
7. Kammara
8y Kanikkaran, Kanikkar
9,. Kattunaickan
10. EKochu Velan
11+ Konda Kapus
12, - Konda reddis
13, Koraga
14, Kota
15, Kudiya, Melakudi
16;. Kurichian
17, Rurumans |
18, Km'mnbans‘
19, Malamalasar
20, Mela Aryan
21;_ Mala Pandaram
22, Mala Vedan
23, Mala RKuravan

24, Malasar



25, Malayan
26, Malayarayar
27 . Mannan

28, Marati {in Hosdurg and Kasaragode taluk of Cannanore
district)

29, Muthuvan,; Mudugar, Muduvan.
30, Palleyan

31, Palliyan

32, Paniyan

33, Pulayan

34, Ulladen ( Hill dwellors)
35, Uraly

Source: Census of India, 1981. Series = 1 paft,
I1 B (iii)



APPENDIX II

Eéchg;cal ﬁ%ssages on _improved tapioca cultivation seletted

for theustuﬁy of communication behafiour of ﬁrihai fafmer?

M,y Plant improved varieties of tapioca

Mzg Selecthature, healthy stem cuttings free from
diseases or pests as planting material having

1520 om, length.

1»13: 4 spacing of 90 X S0 cm is giveh for branchimg
type and 75 x 75 cm., for nonnbrgnching type
as M—qg |

- Apbly.N and K,0 in three split éoses, ie, 1/3
as basél + 1/3 two months éjter'planting +1/3
three months after planting, |

M5$ To conﬁrol termites infesting planted setis,
sprinkle BHC 10% in the mownds prior to plantingy

Source: Package of Practices Recommendations, 1982,

Kerala Agricultural University,



APPENDIX .. III

From o .
Dr. G. Belekrishna Pillai,

Associate Professor,
Department of Agrl, Extension.

To
DP./Srio * 8 % & 8 8 % & 2 s + v

DePartmen'tof.....-sq-..

Sir, _
Subst~ P,.G, programme - Research work of Sri, K, Subramoniam -
Judgement of the relevance of variables,
Shi, K. Subramoniam, an M.Sc. (4g) student in Agrl
Extension is doing research on "Communication behaviour of
Tribal ¥Farmers - A system Analysis" in Trivandrum District. He
has selected a few variables after a detailed review of

research literature and a pllot stwdy.

I request you to be kind enough to judge the
variables in the enclosed continuum as on their relevance
for the study. Give an X' mark on the column of your

greferegge:

L) i A - S - PSS S T NS e s A o FED S S W S S A S A G U G e S R S AN S Sl Syt et S D SR N AN L A v

Most
relevant

ey
Eﬁ: Name of the variahle

R A o SO S e e e U S W S S i o O W S

1¢  Educational status
2e Cosmopoliteness

e Fatalism



— - S e e S S o WG Sl e dem oy S S i

81% Most Least
No{ relevant Relevant relevant

- ——— i " O A T S e Au o s A D S A N A el S e 0 CT g AN S S gugh Pt G e STl e N D S Y del S AN WO AT SEN SN SR R B S g

Name of the variable

4o Attitude towards extension
agenciles,

. 5. Innovativeness

6. Level of aspiration
7. ExXposure to massg media
8. Social participation
9., Source credibility
10. Homophily-Meterophily
1%. Leadership quality
12, Ethnocentrism
13. Empathy

14, Extent of Adoption
15. Socio=~econonic stgtus

16. Indebtedness

Kindly return the statements after making.yoﬁr valuable

judgement to Sri, Subramoniam, researcher,

G. BALAKRISHNA PILLAI,
Vellayani,

2:43.41985.



APPENDIX - IV

Vi

COMMUNICATION EFHAVIOUR OF TRIBAL FARMERS - A SYSTEM ANALYSIS

Interview Schedule

1, General

1,

2y

3

Name of the respondent.

Address

Age

Triba

¢ Settlement
. Panchayat

* Block

8'.;' 'T&ll.ﬁ{

9.

MaJjor crops

2., Communication Behaviour

&

[ X

[ L

aw

ReSponden't NO& * & + & * & B » @

Dat9icqoo-

Young Middle
30 years) (30-50
years )

- L] * L] .

0ld age
(50 years)

A} Please indicate how often did you get the information on

tapioca cultivation from the following sources,



S1y

T i S S A P gy e Sl S AU B

Nob - Information.sources........... M(“;E)Ws %on;c-(z:l;.’)m;es _I(Wg*)rer
13} Village Extension Officer
2, Training staff of Mitreniketan
3, Junior Agricultural Officer.
4, Newspaper

5.._“ Radio

6% Instructors of Functional

Literacy programme

7, Agricultural Demonstrators
8. Neighbours/relatives

9, Tribal leader

10, Tribal Extension worker .

11, Block Development Officer

12, Tribal Extension Officer

B& Tnformation Froce ssing

(1) Information Decoding

Please indicate how:.often you find difficulty in

understanding the technical message related to tapioea

cultivation practices,



yii

S AP S S ) ek WD ) G S S NS GO OWS S Ak iy D vk, S Y S Syl A S S VO A e d ol e S YD S A S DA S R ey —— - T

Y ‘lways Sometimes Never
NG o . Information.sources. ,(z)w"_ Y (0) -

19 Village Extension Officer

2, Traininé staff of Mitraniketan
3; Junior Agricultural Officer

4, Newspaper |

5. Radio

6. 'Instruétors of Functional
Literacy programme

7. Agricultural Demonstrators
8, Neighbours/relatives

9, Tribal leader
10, Tribal Extension worker .
11. Block Development Office;
12, Tribal Extension Officer

- ] —— - O - S D (e B S il TS S ap sl T a7 FMR TP W A S P S e S £ e dn A

B# Information Processing

(1) Information Decoding

Please indicate how.often you find difficulty in
understanding the technical message related to tapioca

cultivation practices,
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S1y

No.

SRR ) ST M G S A . A - - S v St w—

Te

Plant improved varieties of

~ ‘tapioca

24

Select mature, healthy stem
cuttings free from diseases
or pests as planting material

- having 15=-20 cm. length

3.

54

A spacing of 90 x 90 cm is .
given for branching type
and 75 x 75 cm for non-
branching type as M-4,

Apply N and'KZO in three split

doses, ie, 1/3 as basal + 1/3
two months after planting + 1/3
three months after planting

To control termites infesting
planted setts, sprinkle BIC 10%

~ in the mounds prior to planting

W P A B gy S0 e P

(

ii) Information encoding

Vil

Sometime; ﬁever

(1) (2

A il War v Rl g W s e it > Y A e ey W —

I . T el Sy W S A T TR AR ) WU S P e dale ik et 4D

Pleazse indicate how often you find difficulty in

converting the following information into meaningful message

of simple words:

S O vy k. Gy S ey i P SR M SN . S A S I N A BN el i PR S o Y ey e YO G (U S N D g YU SN SN SN SN W vl AL e . gk S i N S R S U S N N S A A A SR

ggi Ttems Always Sometimes Never
noe (0) (1) (2)
1. Plant improved varieties of
"C&p ioca, _
2, Select mature, healthy stem cutt-

ings free from diseases and pests
as planting material having 15=20 cm
length,



Sl . Ttems Always Sometimes Never

Nod (0) (1) (2)

3. A spacing of 90 X 90 ¢m &5 given
for brariching types and 75 x 75 cm
for nen=branching type as M-4,

4, Apply N and X0 in three split
doses ie, 1/3° as basal + 13 two
months after planmting + 1/3 three
months after planting, ,

5+ To control termites inféstiﬁg' .
planted setts, sprinkle HIC 10%
in the mounds prior to planting,

. '
1.

C, Information output

(i) Please indicate how often you communicate the tééhﬁical
information about taploca cultivation to the following cétegories

of commmicatees,

Sl;:;?i

Noo Qateg?yyu9£“Commugica§&35 _ - _Aiwgys Sométimés'ﬁéver
- | @ (0)
1+ Tribal leader
2, Other farmers within the
settlement
3. Farmers outside your
settlement
(i1) Please indicate how often did you use the ﬁﬁlldwing

methods for communicating technical information on tapioea

cultivation to other farmers.



ity W aas R W S T RS NN B A S GNP SN A A —— - - T S T A T RS T S U A N M v e

S1. Aiways Sometimes Never
No. Communication methods. o) (1) (0)

- D g v it T s e s i S

1y Personal talk during casual meeting
2, Personal talk during farm visit
3o Personal talk during home visit

Ly Group discussion during informal
meeting,

5, Personal talk during home ‘call
by fellow farmers,

D, Information Feed back

(i) Please indicate how often you receive dpinions, feelings,
doubts, ideas and thoughts about taploca cultivation from

fellow farmers,

ey s S e s ey 4l okl S A D W o VI e G M I W Y S U S e Gy e g S P S S T CTY SR S R W SV S Y S A 2 S A0 A S - L)

S1y Method.qf information feed . back A%g§ys _Som?$§mes %%ger

1. Personal talk during casual meeting
2, Personal talk during farm visit
%, Personal talk.during home wvisit

4e Group discussion during infermal
meeting

5., Personal talk during home call by
fellow farmers,

T gy S S CI ey A e et OB IS e S P S - - — O S g A el T et sk e S ol B el ok T s ol U Mk

(1i1) what are the types of communication you receive from

farmers?



ﬁlﬁ Types of information feed back Always Sométimgs Never

- - - J—p— ——— . g e il B 2000 e S S Sy 3 S i e e i P O s S

1; Commumication of information related
to tecknical aspects,

2, Communication of information regard-
ing sanction of subsidles etes

%, Communication of information regard-
ing supply of inputs

- o [P — [E—— N 0 D S T . S0 v S iy

(11i) . Please indicate how often you send back your opinion,
féelings, doubts, ideas and thoughts about tapioca cultivation

to the following informatlon sources?

. i . "
o - - - - -y

Siy _ | Alvays Sometimes Never
No. Information sources .. . .. (2)" (1) -(0)

. .
| 2 S o - - e e dam - . —— L T S A A S Gy S S YAt S

1, Village Extension Officer

2, Training staff of Mitraniketan,
3, Juniior Agricultural Officer

l'l%, NeV,rsPapér" |

5, Imstructors of Functional Literacy
- Programme

6; Radio ‘
.77,. Agr::.cul-{:m':-al Demonstrators
8., Neighbours and relatives |
Gs Tribal leader

10, Tribal Exténsion Officer
11. Block Develcopment Cfficer
12, Tribal Extension Worker

- i e vy - - —
- v o



3. EDUCATION
Please indlcate the level of leducation

o - v h -nrew - g - D g S s 2 ey
v

51,4

No - Category ' Score Response
1, Illiterate (0)
2, Read only (1)
%. Read and write (2)
4, Primary {3)
5, Middle (%)
6, High School - (5)
7. College level - | (6)

W N A e e U S R S - 400 el S S R S S - — - g -

4, -Source=Credibility

Please indlcate which of the following sources are
considered as most credible and least credible by you, in
influencing you; to adopt improved- cultivation practices

of tapiloca,

I S e v W A G O T e 85 i Y T S - — - e g S S S e e S e W CEE S A SRS arh S N SN S gy B

- 81, - o
No& ) rpqu?ce Most Least

credible " gredible”

s Pty TS gy 2O e O M S S R0 D S e g BT S TR W A6 i d S WA G2 VN GNP ) anp i S e S ——— M e A B O T ST 3 e e e S e

1¢ Village Extension Officer

2¢ . Training staff of Mitraniket
3. dJunior Agricultural Officer
4, Newspaper

5. Instructors of Fumctional Literacy
Programme,



X1l

EEE;-H-_ i Most Least
Noy' .- - Source. credible '  credible

;.
. e S B A min e BN S g T W S dgh Wb S ek v sy S D M G O S T A S e el e ) M S G ey s s S A

6, Radio

7. Agricultural De.monstr_a'i;gx_-s
g, Neighbours and relatives
9y Tribal leader

10, Tribal ﬁ:c'l;ension Officer

11. Block Development Officer

12, Tribal Extension Worker

, . . .
e -y - D S W gl e o e S et W S S

5, Innovation prongr_le sS

Most - ' Least
"like - J.:Lke )

3 lr Statements
NGS - ST |

A, a) I try to keep nyself up~-to-date
with information on new farm
practices, but that does not
mean' that I try out all the )
new methods on my .farms (2)

b) I feel restless till I try out
a ney farm practice, I have
heard about (3

¢) They talk of meny new farm
practices these days but who
knows if they are better than
the old ones (1)

- . S W Brgw e g Y e W e v - - n ~

B. a) From time to time I have heard
of saveral new farm practices and I
have tried out most of them in the
last few years (3)

b} I usually walt to see what results
my neighbours obtain before I try
out the new farm practiees (2)



T S e s S NS D g Sk G A S g Sk A e S Al S S S S ek A SR

Slﬁ} Statements Most
Nov ' like 1ike

T ey . T Sl S S e D S W - s e e e on = e on

¢) Somehow I belleve that the
traditional weys of farming are the
best (1) '

A OFT St S e 5 S A S SR e e A - - - e - — - —— - oy an

Cc. a) I am cautious about trying a new
: practice (2)

. b) Afterall our forefathers were wise
in their farming practices and 1
do not see any reason for changing
these old methods (1)

c) Often new practices are not success-
ful, however, 1f they are promising
I would surely like to adopt
them (3)

R O e T o S Sy S g S T Y0 S D —— e Sy v e — v —— - -

6. Attitude towards Block extension agency

s1y T hgree Undecided Disagree
No o Statements (3) (2) ! (1

- - i e

- 1 Block extension agency doesn't
condider participation of
tribals in extension activities

+ 2 DBlock extension agency people
are good and 1 always seek help
from them.

+ 3 DBlock extension agency has made
a great contribution towards
the overall developments of our
area,

+ 4 I always discuss my ferm problems
with Block extension agency
people,

- 5 Block extension agency generally
care for the blg farmers,



XV

- I e - . 2 - = Yo — ' o=n RS W SN WA S S I A SN N S W SRR R A S ST SR A I A )

S1. ee Undecided Disagr
No . Statements fr (2) (1)

o e i con RO e el i s ek S ke g AR S o e o sy i ey S g ACE Sy gl e G il Ok S S G S G " S kb dab e ik S ¢

~ 6 I do not have much personal
interest in the Block extension
people,

- 7 Block extension people do not
have an enthusiasm for tribal
development,

+ 8 One should have more contacts
with Block extension agency,

+ 9 Block extension agency encourages
tribal farmers to participate
in developmental programme, -

=10 Block extension agency hardly
both_er the problems of tribal
farmers,

S T 0 TE B S0 M A S D S S Nk I S G T N N N S A . S R S SN S A S -

7. Social participation

Please indicate whether you are a membar or office bearer

in the following organisations and if s¢, how freguently

you attend the meeting.

S s et o e ) G Ty S - R I D W PO T S S T S L T N S BN A VR S Y S S e e m— o = -

81z ATEend meeting
No. .. As O%%ice Regu- Occa= Never
. Member bearer larly siona-

1lv,
) @

1. Panchayat

2. Co=operative Society
3., Rural Radio forum
4, Youth club

5, Distinctive features
MLA L IﬁP etCo

6. Any other

—-— - — iy — - L] S G G Y ET7 SR NS S A Sl 9P i e el S P S S S WS Sak
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8, Fatalism

" — - v - e o 2 I Y SRS S ek g W U e S D Y S S N N A s e

Pue Statements sh A D SpA

W S Sl S S ey vy o e PR (O dle g O s P gl Sty A st O S Sl gl A . S ks - - e T O ks e et S s gy g g

-~ a Those who say that they have seen
ghosts either distort the truth
or tell a lie, -

- b It is better to disbelieve in
what is not proved or tested
but when tested, it is to be
relied on.

+ % A basic human tragedy is that
man proposes, God disposes,

+ d Mantras have far-reaching effects
if one can chant and recite
accurately right mantras on right
occasion, he can produce miraculous
effect.

+ e Every event in a man's 1ife hag

already been settled and déter=~
mined by his fate,

i T T TR S 2 . O SN iy o S S A e o 50 DU i T g R S A 3 S S S . B bt e e M e ek et s, U T ey s — ——— -

9, Information seeking Behaviour

Please indicate how frequently you seek information from
the following sources about the improved agricultural practices
for tapioca, .

CoTTTTTTTTTTTT T T T Alvays  Sometimes Never
No. Sources (2) (1) (0)

O A PER N N 3 ATD B W i S T e sy Al S N ey v O - S A 2 e (S e TN TS {55 ey fen Sale Sl S R e T A

e Village Extension Officer

2. Tralnlng staff of Mitraniketan
3. Junior Agricultural Officer
L, Newspaper

5. Instructors of Functional Literacy
programme,

O I ek s T S S T TR D S S A o A O D . JO el S DA T et W P W e e S
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SLy:
Nos Sources
6, Radio

7 Agricultﬁral demonstrators
8, Neighbours and relatives
9, Tribal leader

40, Tribel Extension Officer
11, Block Development Officer
12, Tribal Extension Worker

-

Sometmnms Never
1) (0)

- e o cm— 2 - 5 -

10. Cosmopollteness

Please indicate how fregquently did you visit the nearest

town and the purpose of your visit alsoy

(a) Freguency of visit to nearest town

gif! Particuldrs Score §35ponse
1, Two or more times a week (5)

2. Once a week (&) -

3. Once in 15 days (35

4, Once in a month (2)

5, Occasttnally (1)

6. Never (o)

P gy e MM g% s TPV e gy S e g P o ——— — L

— ——— ks W g sk e T S S — WD



il
(v) Purpose of visit

St S S g S i S SR Sy e S Y N i vl SO s ol T S L - t ——

3;“ | . . Particulars . . .Score Response
. !

- X i
- - = A G St S e VS S S S gy W vy S e S S ------------l------------
f i G

1, ALl visits relating t0 agriculture (8)

2 Some relating to agriculture (4)
3. Personal or domestic matters (3)
47 Entertainments (2)
5, Other purpose (1)
6. No resPorjlse - (o)

a- . . ) —— T G R i ot e T £ prng W S

11.,. Se.ciome'frjz

If you need information and/or advice’ regardmg
Ag‘ricultural problems, vho are the persons in 'l:he village
you seek in:forma'tion ardfor advice first according to 'the

" importance?
{St'cﬁoibe A
Y CHOTEE 4w e v e e b e
jrd.choice “ v v G e e . . o
12, Do you subscribe newspaper? '  Yes/No
13, If not, do. you read a newspaper from
_ neighbours? : Yes/No:
14, Do you possess a radio set? Yes/No

15. Who is the change agent V:.si‘t:mg
your tribal areas most frequently?
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ABSTRACT

The research was conducted in Nedumangad taluk
of Trivandrum District to sudy the communication

behaviour of tribal farmers.,

Data were collected from 110 'Kanikkars' from
six villéges of the taluk based on the method of |
probability proporiionade to size. Farmers Qere inter=-
viewed individually, using the schedule developed for
‘the purpose. Grun discussions and participant obser-

vations were also made use of for the investigation.
The study revealed the following:

Majority of the tribal farmers had only low level

of communication behaviour,

The information input of tribal farmers vias
relatively high, They received information from mass
media such as the radio and newspaper and personal localite

sources -such as neighbours and relatives.

Majority of the farmers communicated information
to other farmers of the settlement while 'personal talk

during home visit!.

Feed bhack to the mass media was nil, Feed back.to
cosmopolite sources was relatively less, while that to

personal localite sources was comparatively high. Highest



feed back waé about the information regarding the

sanction of subsidies etc.

'Neighbours and relatives' were the most important
sources of information to the tribal farmers followed
by radic and newspaper. Iribal leader and Tribal Extension

Worker were the next sources in the order of preference,

Age was found to be negatively correlated with
communication behaviour, Education, innovation proneness,
attitude towards Block extension agency, social partici;
patidﬁ, information seeking behaviour and cosmopoliteness
were positively associated with communication behaviour,

whereas fatalism had no correlation.

Step wise regression analysis revealed that infor-
mation seeking behaviour, attitude towards Block extension
agency, education and social participation explained
83,00 per cent variation in communication behaviour, while
all the independent variables together contributed only
to 84.22 per cent of change in communication behaviour,
Information seeking behaviour emerged as the most important
variable in predicting the communication behaviour by

contributing to 74.00 per cent of the variation,

The 'radio! and the 'neighbours and relatives!'
emerged as the most credible sources of information
whereas *Junior Agricultural Officdr' and 'Instructors of

Functional Literacy Programme! were the least credible



souwrces for agricultural communication,

The important key communicators in the area vere
Mootbukanity, 'Flathi? and Secretary of cowoperative .

Society ip the order of preferance,

Regarding the cultural chavacteristics, a. radical
change was observed among the "Kanikkars! as againsé the
reporis of 'the early anthropologists,





