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E veryone  » a s  happy (and no one  was sad),
Bui deep w ithin, som e g loom y fee lings they had;
Their pain and sorrow s could  not be seen,
But their eyes could  tell what they mean;
This was the condition o f  the peop le  in the o ld  age home. 
Their longing to lo re  and  to be loved,
By no m istake, 1 had seen.
F or a m om ent I  thought I  was in a dream,
A dream fu ll o f  furious sights,
A dream that really lights,
The m iseries, pa in  and  sorrow s o f  the one,
Who loved  us, cared fo r  us,

J u s t  to m a te  us fee l happy and  glad.
They also had  som e g r ie f  in their hearts,
To be shared with the loved  ones apart.
B ut now, som ething I  realized.
That they were living a ‘ content life ’
A nd this thought o f  m ine m ade m e am used.
I  w ondered how  easily  their dream s g o t shattered,
L ike a beau tifu l tree that has now  withered.
How calm ly they  s a w  different aspects o f  life,
A nd  how  sim ply they accepted  a life  with no strife  
This was the condition o f  the peop le  in the o ld  age hom e  
A nd now  a t the end, I  wish to conclude by saving - 
This w orld could  change,
Which is fu ll o f  agony sadness and  pain.
I  wish they cou ld  g e t back to their beau tifu l hom es, 
Leaving this lonely  p lace  ca lled  O LD  A G E  H O M E.
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Even the  m o s t c o n s e rv a tiv e  o f a n th ro p o lo g is ts  w o u ld  co n c u r th a t ‘ a g r ic u ltu re ' is the m o s t p rim e va l 

fo rm  o f 'c u ltu re ' know n  to  m an. In d ee d , o th e r fo rm s  o f cu ltu re  s tru c k  ro o ts  d ra w in g  fro m  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l 

‘c u ltu re ’ o f c rop  and an im a l h u sb a n d ry  Ind ia  may sa fe ly cla im  cred it fo r th e  fact th a t we have been the p io n e e rs  

in v iew ing  th is  m o th e r o f a ll cu ltu re s  as a  sc ie n ce , A ca re fu l and  u n p re ju d ic e d  s tu d y  of a n c ien t te x ts  w ritte n  on 

a g ric u ltu re  w ou ld  revea l th e  sc ie n tific  b a s is  o f the  d ic tu m s and  h yp o th e se s  c o n ta in e d  th e re in . C o n s id e rin g  th a t 

th e se  te x ts  have: s to o d  th e  te s t o f t im e  a n d  have  c a p tu re d  th e  a tte n tio n  o f s c ie n tis ts  a ll over the  w o rld , th e y  

in d u b ita b ly  m e r t a th o ro u g h  s tu d y  by s tu d e n ts  and  p ra c tit io n e rs  o f a g ric u ltu re .

We p re s e n t b e lo w  som e e xc e rp ts  fro m  Vrikshaayruveda , w ritte n  by th e  sage  S u ra p a la , h o p in g  th a t it 

w o u ld  k ind le  the  in te re s t o f o u r s tu d e n ts  to  p u rs u e  a s tu d y  o f th e se  texts .

Sail

B lack, w hile, p a le , dark, red, and  y e llo w  are the co lo rs  and  sw eel, sour, sa lly , p u n g en t, 
biller, and  astringent' are ihe tastes by  which land  is  subdivided.

Land which is  even, has accessib ility  to water, and is covered with green trees is g o o d  for 
grow ing  a ll k inds o f  trees.

P n p i g i t i o

Vanaspati, drum a, lata, and gu lm a are the four types o f  p lants. They grow  from seed, stalk 
or bulb.

M etkad a f  planting

The d is ta n ce  betw een  two p la n ts  is  fourteen , s ix teen , o r  tw en ty  fo rearm  len g h ts . These  
distance  resu lt in inferior, m ediocre, and  excellen t y ie ld  o f  trees respectively.

The p its  shou ld  be prepared well in advance. The length, breadth, and the depth o f  the p its  
shou ld  be a forearm  m easure uniform ly. They sh o u ld  be p roperly  dried , filled  with cow  bones  
a n d  cow  dung, and  burnt.

N anrishm ent

The excreta, m arrow  o f  the bones, and  flesh, brain, and  blood o f  a boar m ixed  with w ater 
a nd  s to red  underground  is ca lled  kunapa.

H nrticnltnral W anders

Trees watered and  sm eared at root with the m ixture o f  the bark o f  the ‘ S a lm a lf tree, turm eric, 
indigo, triphala, 1 K usta ’ & liquor bear fru its  having the shades o f  a parrot.
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Dept. Agricultural Extension

An 
APPOINTMENT

Twilight descends 
as the lanky, half clad figure 

Walks along the narrow country lane 
Slightly swaying to  one side, 

eyes glued to the ground, 
As unsteady and weak, 

As a drought ridden bough.

In the distance 
A gleaming vehicle waits 

With its suave owner.

Time stands still 
As they meet.

Years peel away- 
A little boy's cry 

Over a grazed knee resounds. 
A bunch of worn out books 

Are unearthed, dusted, 
and kept away again 

A creaky bicycle moves clumsily- 
A trophy shines, 

Giving way to a large aircraft, 
Concrete roads, high rises, and 

Pay packages

The sweat sodden, crumpled notes 
Are forgotten 
Weathered, earthy speech 
Started to matter 
So did dingy enclosures 
Unmanicured yards,
And the lack of etiquette 
Fit for a metrosexual

Words are exchanged 
Courtesies take no time 
And the meeting is over.

The old man turns away 
Back to the country lane 
The vehicle moves in reverse,
The lane is not wide enough.

Darkness falls,
Over the walking father 
And the driving son.
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As a song of 
awakening’
I  saw the calm countenance,
Solacing and smiling at me.
In the midnight phase o f  m y life,
In m y troublesome period,
He came up to me and gave me light,
To walk through the shadows and meadows o f  life

As a song o f  awakening 
It thrived in m y heart.

An unspeakable happiness thrilled m y days 
To walk through His pa th,
To creep into His World,
T m longing.

Longing to be a new creation 
With tenderness and delicateness.

Yes, as a song o f  awakening,
He thrives in m y heart.
Oh, M y Lord, Y&u are my heart and 

Y6u are my soul.

F m Longing.
Longing to hear that Awakening song 
And to attain eternity.

33



(sraffljeiTS ffio_io(/8 . i

m6)nj{inorru(Tu ‘04

ajslerorroiooaii <iJL3)(POS30Oij>l03 a l 6)0) tBiOjoj

3.QQ)Ol0O3)iS63T3l QjluOJCTD aj(,C/?2jl(ft36)0g. nJ]£̂ c&.«5 
0i30)1eil<B3,l. i^al&jjo 00$) 6)ffl‘pi320>l0lc&,a3 go ml 
32>)ffi6oo)5ofj0)1§lgj. 6)£i<pi3>2 0)2<BBl3>y3 gfailcScroj
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Jeethu  M .G . < a .
Orion '06 H U

To love is not just a feeling, it is an ability, not everybody has 
it. M ay be, not even everybody1 in love’ has it.

P h i l o s o p h y

Our philosophical interests do not always pursue our ethics. 
Thats why, w e begin to condemn others even as we live our own 
imperfect lives.

C K c TORY & LOSS

Victory is not merely winning, it is sometimes defeating. But 
when, A soka won the Kalinga w aT, I guess his bunch o f  expec 
tations turned into disappointments, he was not being victorious, 
he was losing.

JP

EMOCRACY

This is not spending 10,000 crores on an election, it is not the 
agony o f  many unfinished agendas. It is not being blind, why 
can t w e  see the poor??

At times, my mind travels like a subway, I wonder w hen 1 
have clearer paths on the top, w h y  still take the M E N 
A C E ???
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Our cam pus’ delusive  seren ity  

Shrouds the e lusive fra tern ity  

W hose forever sportive  a ffin ity  

To m isc h ie f tends to infinity.

S ipping b lack tea they  recline, 

P referab ly  from  sharp nine.

To survey  everything they incline  

B ut to g o  to class g la d ly  decline.

From  that shaded  vantage 

Sem s to push by  they m anage  

With daring  a ttendance shortage  

For which d u ty  leave they arrange.

A s long as exam s alw ays loom  

The P hotosta t business w ill boom. 

An investm ent in it will b loom  

Even during this recession gloom .

C atchy  slogans w ill reverberate  

Down corridors, otherw ise sedate.

A  p ositive  change to create  

To pro test they  don’t hesitate.

With a ll this sa id  and  done  

Together they alw ays stand  as one. 

W hether for team  w ork or for fun 

Stones le ft un turned  are none.
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They have seen the last two thousand years, they have seen humans arrive, their 
settlement and now, themselves being decimated, the giant Redwoods of California, A

hom e to Eiarth1 s longest and largest living organisms.

These giant conifers belong to the Cypress family and are to be found only in the 

valleys and on the m ountain slopes o f  a sm all strip o f  land hugging the Pacific coast 

in North California, extending just up to Qregon. These have survived the last ice-age. 

The heartw ood is covered  for its longevity, ability to w ithstand fire & its rich red 

colour.

O f  the genus1 Sequoia’ , they are nam ed after a fam ous C heroitee Indian chief

tain, Sequovah and can live upto 2200 years and reach heights o f  115m. There are 

about 120 such specim ens, m ost o f  them  in the H um bold t R edw oods S tate P a rt, 

These green giants and their cousins, the G iant sequoia and the D aw n Redw oods 

form  a treasure trove. M uch research  has not been done on them  since they are 

inaccessible lowers, mysteriously shrouded in foliage and almost impossible to climb.

The exact locations o f  these Red G iants are know n only to a handful o f  people, 

most o f  them , Botanists-to ensure that recreational clim bers do not1 poach’ the tree; 

by careless and destructive clim bing. A  colossal tower, w ith a crown like the m ush

room cloud o f  an atomic bomb is the Adventure - a titan 102 metres high with a trunk, 

a pow erful 5 m etres in diam eter. C racks and holes in the trunk could  hold a man. 

A m os Alon/.o shagg, a Sequoiadendroogigaateumtiee could well live to see 3,600 

Years while coastal R edw oods (Sequoia semfernireas) w ould live just 2200.

In the July o f 2000, Stratosphere Giant was proclaimed the tallest at 112.8 meters 

until, Hyerion was m easured in the sum m er o f 2006 and stole the honour of tallest 

tree and longest living organism  on Earth, at 115.5 metres. Del Norte titan, another 

coastal Redwood has an estimated wood volum e o f  about 1000 cubic metres. These 

gorgeous and imposing monsters are olten given mythological names by their d isco ' - 

erers - like in R edw oods slate park . The horsem en  stand guard  at the sequoa 

National Forest.

THE
CALIFORNIAN

GIANTS

It no rm ally  takes a good 200 to 250 years fo r a redw ood to reach m aturity , 

thereafter it loses its head to a storm  or sim ply  d ies. R eac tion  to this loss is by 

production o f  limb like fingers o f  a raised hand. In a continuous process of regenera

tion-term ed1 Reiteration’ the branches are produced and at points w here they touch 

here and there, they fuse over centuries and magnificent crow ns are created. C atch

ing fire is a com m on occurence; they simply carry on grow ing a lew centim eters a 

year, drinking a 1000 litres of w ater a day.

There are hanging gardens of ferns, w hich w eigh tonnes w hen saturated w ith 

rainw ater; the highest and heaviest m asses o f  epiphytes found in any tree canopy 

anyw here in the world. O ver centuries, layers o f  earth, n som e places alm ost a metre 

thick, have accum ulated on limbs o f  the trees or in forks o f branches - hom e to even 

acquatic crustaceans w hich norm ally dw ell in gravel beds o f  stream s a good 100 

metres below.

A nd so, w hat can w e do! The easiest thing w ould  be to protect them  (ill they 

decide to bid farew ell them selves. B ut w onder about them , those have w ithstood 

tim e, drow n in their im m ensity & gel f ascinated and learn.
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C ajfflio  g 'D o jo  otooI odI ^ .  o j £ j1qq> 

(0>6TD(03 ai^dMdaOteb^iZXSL®). (310(5)16)0^



■§©0e>LC)

Ltocuisc'e3 «J)g«d gnt©>r^*ctep <(D[Qfi9® 

oEoe>(C>Lpt7 soc«judscuj cchplopj gno£»|u> 

Lujjuugi®F^is^ go'epcutiruo 'of^raDLra®?^ 

gnofoocs (CD̂raro ‘ofoePcuyEor^o ogc(ODO|jxju?«D 

Sooioiu) gocscoep^oiRJisBpr^o ojduuoWjEu)®

^CtDOJoEonj CUSCODt^ IIUD® Uu<fiL<0>

fSLau?tepc®ti»ej'i’oj 

o?(juut9 f^L(a>ipeu» ^cros)?Fcrlcocrjis o©|®l«j) 

gfi)L{i<€PEli!9ce5 ‘EuXhOSO§ g/5c6PfraCc€P EaJUrO 

LOESS® (9eprasLccio?<eiatig)cnj Ecuoipu goLtciffiirtm 

ruftOD gucuas EuogxcbS oo^sF^rac® £fooL(ci2> 

ajDCU^Lonj ‘so?<i»LC)lrtr oEofrs' EocplouCÎ
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Savitha Antony
Orion '06

U f r  C

I Remarkable regenerative ability o f  Eucalyptus

1. A  structure calleld naked bud is present, in 
the gap between lea f  stalk and twig. It does 
cot develop  while lea f  rem ains, but i f  the 
le a f  is lost, the bud takes its place. W hen 
the naked bud has produced a leaf, it has 
ano ther naked bud waiting  in case o f  need.

2. Behind each lea f  stalk the twig has tissues 
capable  o f  producing  new  buds and new  
growth. U nder the bark o f  a eucalyptus 
g row s a set o f  dorm ant birds. I f  fire d am 
ages are severe, a new crop o f  leaves often 
grow s from the bark.

3. M any  eucalyptus trees have w oody  bu l
bous structure called l ignotubers grow ing  
am ong  the upper parts o f  the roots. Even 
if  the w hole  plant trunk is destroyed, new 
shoots  spring from the l ignotuber & form 
trunks.

4. Eucalyptus  leaves have an elaborate  sys
tem o f  defenses against insect attack, fire 
and drought. Their fire - resistant bark may 
not even be dam aged by a rapidly traveling 
blaze. I f  bark is cut, the tree exudes a liq
uid that hardens in to an insect p ro o f  “b an 
d ag e .”

II. W hy  w ood floats?

Wood is m ade up o f  millions of tiny tubes/

fibres packed together. The air between the tubes 
allow wood to float.

III. W hich plants are used by frogs to lay their eggs 
in?

B rom eliads are shaped like deep vases, w ith 
the long, thick leaves spiralling around each 
other. As it rains, w aler  collects w ithin the 
vase m aking  a perm anent little pool. Here, 
tree frogs can lay their eggs & hatch their young 
in safety, far aw ay from predators like fishes, 
which inhabit the places w here  frogs norm ally 
lay their eggs.

IV. W hat is a living s tone/flow ering  pebble?

I f  s a p lant that looks  exac tly  like a sm all 
p ebb le /s tone .  L iv ing  s tones  or l i thops  are 
found in hot dry deserts o f South Africa. They are 
succulents, with a thick cuticle wliich lets in sun
light for photosynthesis. They grew very slowly 
and need very little water.

V. W hy fishes are unavailable if  sea becomes red? 

The sea, becom es red due to the phenom enon  
k n o w n  as ‘ red tide’ . T h is  is due to a lgae 
Tricodesm ium  and single celled organism  iike 
G ym nodyn ium . A  sudden increase of these 
organism  is known as 1 B loom ing’ . This o c 
curs due to accum ulation  of nutrients. They 
produce toxins, as a result the fishes m ove  
aw ay from these places.

n -

E x c l a i m ! ! !
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Suvana Sukumaran
O rion '0 6  i t

Do 3^,know?
Sanskrit.... Spells Science....!

Sanskrit  is the m other o f  ail E u ro 
pean languages. According to Forbes, San
skrit was considered as the most suitable lan
guage for speech recognition in co m p u t
ers. D uring the early  years o f  software 
revolution when Klestern scientists were fig- 
uring out a way o f  constructing a protocol for 
wriiing code, they realized that the principles 
had already been laid dost'n in the Sanskrit 
language by Panini some 2500 years ago 

Face off!!!

‘ C huttf  , used in Kathakali, is a three 
d im ensional mask - like a ttachm ent made 
o f  rice paste and paper that often extends 
upto 15cm from the face

Tagore? s track on the* nobeF way.....

R abindranath  Tagore is not only the 
first Indian Nobel Laurealte, but also the 
first A sian  to be honoured , taking into 
account all the subjects in which awards 
are given by the Nobel C om m ittee .

The great bath of.... shirdi!

The bathing com plex at Shirdi, Nasik 
in M aharashtra ,  built and m aintained by 
Sulabh International for the Shirdi Saibaba

Trust is the largest bathing com plex  in (he 
world. 1 he complex can serve 30000 people 
a day.

The seven srutis associated with natu
ral sounds....

SA  - Peacock’ s cry

R E  - T he cow  calling her ca lf

G A  - The goat’ s bleat

M A  - The heron’ s cry

PA - The cuckoo’ s song

D H A  - The horse 's  neigh

NI The elephant1 s trum peting

Indian M ir c h i... its hot!

1 he Tezpur chilli nam ed after the 
area w here it is grow n, is the hottest chilli 
on earth. It has the highest Scoville units 
per Capsicin - a measure o f  pungency. 

Spreading Sparkles!!!

India is the w orlds largest processor 
as well as the w orld1 s largest exporter o f  
finished d iam onds

T haf s why we stay awake!!

India is the largest producer and co n 
sum er o f  lea in the world.
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Divya Sasidharari
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D R E A M S

enchanting murmurs fill my heart 
pleasure of hopes and desires 
n the world a day....

ns, though trespasses of the mind, 
lewildering facets give me endless sobs 
; me from every profound sleep 
smind my ultimatums...

ns, thou blossoms of life
shades of crimson and lavender
ly roads with lovely hues.
ns, I fall for thee for thy enchanting motifsl
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Prabhakar Tamboli 
Allison Chang b,

THE CURRENT 
ECONOMIC RECESSION & ITS IMPACT 

ON AGRICULTURE: WHAT CAN WE DO?
As we all know, the current economic recession is 
having global impact on the economies o f  both 
developed  and deve lop ing  coun tries .  F inancia l 
meltdown is worsening and will continue to worsen 
the food crisis. The shock waves from the credit crisis 
have spread around the world. While the world5 s 
attention has been focused on rescuing investment 
banks and stock markets from collapse, the global 
food crisis has been neglected. Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO) figures show that more people 
are going hungry as food prices increase, especially 
in those countries heavily dependent on imported 
food. In 2007, some 923 million people were seriously 
undernourished compared to 848 million in 2003-05. 
The economic crisis will have more adverse effects 
on developing countries than on developed countries. 
Based on Gross National Income (GNI) per capita, 
the economies o f  the countries o f  the world are 
divided into two major categories (Ref: Atlas o f  
Global Development-The World Bank Publication). 
Countries  with an average incom e o f  less than

$10,725 in 2005 are classified as developing countries 
(often referred as low- and middle-income countries). 
Countries with an average income of more than 
$10,276 are classified as developed countries (often 
referred as high-income countries). The majority of 
the population in developing countries does not have 
basic necessities o f  life; these people live far below 
the poverty line, earning less than one or two US 
dollars per day. They suffer from chronic hunger,
malnutrition and poor health there is tremendous
contrast in the standard of living and quality of fife 
between developed and developing countries.

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES & NEED FOR 
GROWTH

There are many reasons why the econom ies  of 
developing countries are not doing well, but the main 
reason is that these countries depend very heavily on 
their agricultural sector. Agriculture remains the main 
engine o f  grow th and, therefore , the econom ic 
backbone of most developing countries— accounting 
for 32 percent o f  GDP growth on average. Typically 
it is also the largest source o f  employment (60-80%). 
Thus, a robust and growing agricultural sector is 
essentia] to economic development and to mitigating 
the current economic crisis.

A  farmer relies on animal labor to till bis field

77

Agricultural yield/unit o f  land can greatly improve with 
introduction o f  a location-specific technology package



Additionally, many developing couniries are politically 
unstable. Such countries are called “fragile” or “failed”
states Iraq, Afghanistan, Somali, and Sudan, to name
a few. Some countries are also experiencing or have 
experienced ethnic fighting, with Rwanda and Burundi 
serving as notorious examples. Another example is 
Kenya with its 36 million people split into more than 
40 ethnic groups with strong identities and separate 
languages. Poor governance, corruption and lack of 
political commitments are major hindrances in fighting 
economic crisis in these countries.

T H E  G L O B A L  FO O D  C RISIS

One o f  the most striking effects o f  the economic 
meltdown has been the GLOBAL FOOD CRISIS.
I his is the culmination o f  complex, interweaving 
global policies and decisions. The most affected are 
loss-income countries, as they have the least domestic 
safety net programs to cope with economic shocks 
and thus often rely on external assistance for support 
during the crisis. According to the United Nation’ s 
Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) criteria, 
som e of the worst a ffec ted  co u n tr ie s  inc lude  
Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Benin, Bolivia, 
Burk ina Faso, Burundi, C am bodia ,  C am eroon, 
Columbia,

Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 
Georgia, Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Laos, Madagascar, Mozambique, 
Mya umar, Russia, Rw anda, Sudan, Svria, Yemen and 
Zimbabwe (Ref: Josett Shceran International Food 
Policy research Institute publication , September 2008). 
Accor ding to a USDA report, nearly 700,000 child
ren went hun gry during 2007-08. This crisis has not 
stopped at our borders: Close to one in eight Americans 
struggled to feed themselves adequately even before 
this veaf s sharp economic downturn.

In addition to political, social and economic reasons, 
the food crisis in many developing countries is also 
due to the following reasons;

1) Neglect o f  ag r icu ltu re  sector:

Years ol u n d e r in v e s tm e n t  and m is in v e s tm en t  
internationally have resulted in a lack of adequate 
funds to:

G en era te  location  spec if ic  tech n o lo g y  and 
increase productivity per unit o f  land

T ransfer  th is  tech n o lo g y  to end users  via 
extension services

Provide farm inputs like fertilizers, insecticides, 
etc.

Provide infrastructure for transportation of farm 
inputs and agricultural produce

Provide agricultural credit at reasonable rale to 
small holder farmers

Generate post-harvest technology and market 
research

Provide farm subsidies and incentives

The global food situation has also become more 
complex due to climate change and global warming. 
Limited natural resources like land, water and sources 
o f  energy  are ad d i t io n a l  co n s t ra in ts  in m any 
developing countries. These issues are not only 
historical and current, but will continue to have 
important, sometimes grave, impact on the global food 
supply arid economy.

In addition to all this, we have not even begun 
d is c u s s in g  fac to rs  such as the co n t ro v e rsy  
surrounding global trade barriers, which paints an 
even more complex picture of the situation.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

So, how to address this food crisis? W hat are 
international organizations are doing, and what can 
individual countries do to address and ameliorate 
conditions?

First, one must mention the high-level conference on 
world food security held in June 2008 at the Food 
and Agricultural Organization (FAO) headquarters in 
Rome. Over three days, 42 heads of the State and 
Government, 100 high level Ministers and 60 non-
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P r a b h a k a r  T a m b o li 
Allison Chang

THE CURRENT 
ECONOMIC RECESSION & ITS IMPACT 

ON AGRICULTURE: WHAT CAN WE DO?
As we all know, the current economic recession is 
having global impact on the econom ies o f  both 
developed  and deve lop ing  coun tries.  F inancia l 
meltdown is worsening and will continue to worsen 
the food crisis. The shock waves from the credit crisis 
have spread around the world. While the world1 s 
attention has been focused on rescuing investment 
banks and stock markets from collapse, the global 
food crisis has been neglected. Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO) figures show that more people 
are going hungry as food prices increase, especially 
in those countries heavily dependent on imported 
food. In 2007, some 923 million people were seriously 
undernourished compared to 848 million in 2003-05. 
The economic crisis will have more adverse effects 
on developing countries than on developed countries. 
Based on Gross National Income (GNI) per capita, 
the economies of the countries o f  the world are 
divided into two major categories (Ref: Atlas o f  
Global Development-The World Bank Publication). 
Countries  with an average incom e o f  less than

$10,725 in 2005 are classified as developing countries 
(often referred as low- and middle-income countries). 
Countries with an average income o f  more than 
$10,276 are classified as developed countries (often 
referred as high-income countries). The majority of 
the population in developing countries does no t  have 
basic necessities o f  life; these people live far below 
the poverty line, earning less than one o r  two U S  

dollars per day. They suffer from chronic hunger,
malnutrition and poor health there is tremendous
contrast in the standard of living and quality of life 
between developed and developing countries.

D E V E L O P IN G  C O U N T R IE S  & N E E D  F O R  
G R O W T H

There are many reasons why the econom ies  o f  
developing countries are not doing w ell, but the main 
reason is that these countries depend very heavily on 
their agricultural sector. Agriculture remains the main 
engine o f  growth and, therefore , the econom ic
backbone o f  most developing countries accounting
for 32 percent o f  GDP growth on average. Typically 
it is also the largest source of employment (60-80%). 
Thus, a robust and growing agricultural sector is 
essential to economic development and to mitigating 
the current economic crisis.

A  farmer relies on animal labor to till bis Held
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A d d i t  ionally, many developing co j nines are politically 
unstable. Such countries are called “fragile” or “failed”
states Iraq, Afghanistan, Somali, and Sudan, to name
a few. Some countries are also esperiencing or have 
experienced ethnic fighting, with Rwanda and Burundi 
serving as notorious examples. Another example is 
Kenya with its 36 million people splil into more than 
40 ethnic groups with strong identities and separate 
languages. Poor governance, corruption and lack of 
political commitments are major h indranccs in figh 'ing 
economic crisis in these countries.

T H E  G L O B A L  F O O D  C R IS I S

One of the most striking effects of the economic 
meltdown has been the GLOBAL FOOD CRISIS. 
This is the culmination of complex, interweaving 
global policies and decisions. The most affected are 
low-income countries, as they have the least domestic 
safely net programs to cope with economic shocks 
and thus often rely 011 external a,sisiancc for support 
during the crisis. According to the United Nation’s 
Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) criteria, 
som e o f  the w orst a ffec ted  co un tr ie s  inc lude  
Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Benin, Bolivia, 
B urkina Faso, B urundi,  C am bodia , C am eroon , 
Columbia,

Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, Ecuador Egypt, El Salvador, 
Georgia, Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq,Jordan, Kenya, Laos, Madagascar, Mozambique, 
Myanmar, Russia, Rwanda, Sudan, Syria, Yemen and 
Zimbabwe (Ref: Joseit Sbceran International Food 
Policy research Institute publication , September 2008). 
Accor-ding to a USDA report, nearly 700,000 child 
ren v ent hun-gry during 2007-08. This crisis has not 
stopped at our borders: Close to o ie  in eight Americans 
struggled to feed themselves adequately even before 
this year’s sharp economic downturn.

In addition to political, social and economic reasons, 
the food crisis in many developing countries is also 
due to the following reasons:

1) N e g le c t  o f  a g r ic u l tu r e  se c to r :

Ye ars o f  u n d e r in v e s tm e n t  and tn is in v es im en  1 
internationally have resulted in a lack o f  adequate 
funds <0 :

G enera te  lo ca t io n -sp ec if ic  techno logy  and 
increase productivity per unit of land

I ra n s fe r  this techno logy  to end users  via 
extension services

Provide farm inputs like fertilizers, insecticides, 
etc.

Provide infrastructure for transportation of farm 
inputs and agricultural produce

Provide agricultural credit at reasonable rale to 
small-holder farmers

Generate post-harvest technology and market 
research

Provide farm subsidies and incentives

I he global food situation has also become more 
complex due to climate change and global warming. 
Limited natural resources like land, water and sources 
o f  en e rg y  are ad d i t io n a l  co n s t ra in ts  in marts 
developing countries. These issues are not only 
historical and current, but will continue to have 
important sometimes grave, impact on the global food 
supply and economy.

In addition to all this, we have not even begun 
d iscu s s in g  fac to rs  such as the co n t ro v e rsy  
surrounding global irade barriers, which paints an 
even more complex picture of  the situation.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

So, how to address this food crisis? What are 
international organizations are doing, and what can 
individual countries do to address and ameliorate 
conditions?

First, one must mention the high-level conference on 
world food security held in June 2008 at the Food 
and Agricultural Organization (FAO) headquarters in 
Rome. Over three days, 42 heads o f  the State and 
Government, 100 high-level Ministers and 60 non



governmental organizations from 181 member slates 
discussed climate change, bio-energy and soaring food 
prices. All participants agreed that agriculture would 
again be a priority, and that increased agriculture 
investment and productivity were crucial. Many donors 
announced financial contribution s aimed at countries 
most impacted by the crisis. However, it is significant 
to note that such announcements of intentions to fund 
did not necessarily equate to actual funding in the 
following months, as countries were faced with the 
grave economic crisis, several governments decided 
to decrease actual funding.

The World Bank is another large player in this field. 
The Bank recently created a 1.2 billion dollar rapid- 
financing facility with (he first grants approved in 
FY 08 for Djibouti ($5 million), Haiti ($10 million) 
and Liberia ($10 million). More funds have since been 
approved. These funds are directed at expanding 
school feeding programs, child-m other program, 
increasing access to seeds and fertilizers and other 
areas.

The World Bank5 s Private arm, the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC), is pursuing a market- 
driven strategy in response to the food crisis and in 
FY 08 invesled $1.4 billion to boosi production, 
increase liquidity in supply chains, improve logistics 
and distribution and increase access to credit for 
small-plol farmers.

In addition to the help received from international 
organizations, the individual countries must take 
immediate action and play active role in addressing 
food crisis. Some of the steps to be taken will include:

1) G e t t i n g  th e  p r i o r i t i e s  r i g h t :  S u s ta in a b le  ^  
food security  for alt will depend on policy 
action and institu tions that address the causes 
o f  fo o d  i n s e c u r i t y ,  m a l n u t r i t i o n ,  and  
u n s u s t a i n a b l e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  n a tu r a l  
resources . The spec if ic  policies that will be 
most appropria te  will vary acco rd ing  to local 
and national c ircum stances

2) Investing  in h u m an  resources :  It is essential 
to both improve the well being o f  the individuals 
affected and to promote broad-based economic 
growth and sustainable food security. Policy and 
institutional changes should focus on improving 
access to healthcare, clean water, safe sanitation 
and childcare.

3) G e n e r a t i n g  t e c h n o l o g y :  S w e e p in g  
te c h n o lo g ic a l  ch a n g es  w ill be requ ired  to 
increase productivity per unit o f  land and meet 
the food demand o f  increasing rural and urban 
p o p u la t io n s .  L o c a t io n - s p e c i f ic  te ch n o lo g y  
p a c k a g e s  m u s t  be d e v e lo p e d .  E f f e c t iv e  
ex ten s io n  serv ices  shou ld  be d ev e lo p ed  to 
transfer the technology to end users.

To conclude, while the situation is highly complex, 
multi-faceted and controversial, it is also clear that 
we as an international community have the capability 
to ameliorate matters. Critically necessary is genuine 
political will and action on the part o f  not only 
politicians, but the informed public. The food and 
economic crises are overlapping phenomena that 
affect each one o f  us, and we must take it upon 
o u rs e lv e s  to face  the c h a l le n g e  and dem an d  
accountability from our leaders.

F o o d  A v a i la b i l i t y  P e r  C a p ita
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Food availability per capita in Asia, Sonlb America, 
and Sob-Sabaran Africa (Source: IFPRI)

W h e re  th e  w o r ld 's  poor live: 
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Rajees P. C.
G e n e ra l S e c re ta ry ,  S tu d e n ts ’ Un o n  2 0 0 7 - '0 8  A

Ua

UNION 
REPORT

F m filled with elation and pride in presenting before 
you the report o f  the activities o f  the Students' Union 
2 0 07-’ 08. This  rep o r t  b ea rs  te s t im o n y  to the 
wholehearted and sincere participation o f  all students 
in the activities conduc ted  last year by the Union. 
Notwithstanding the fact that the Union had a rather 
short span o f  five months, we outdid the time shortage 
by organizing a wide variety o f  programs and activities. 
This Union has constantly strived to promote a sense 
o f well being among students o f  the college bv giving 
thrust to personality development exercises. We may 
claim without the slightest doubt thal our Union had 
been a p ioneer in the University in several welfare 
ventures undertaken for students. An eventful Union 
as it was, the credit m ust be shared by the college 
administration as well, with v bom we maintain a very 
cordial relationship. The teachers and non-teaching 
s t a f f  of the co lleg e  have been  e n d o rs in g  and 
participating in all our venture s, which gready bolstered 
our confidence in every step' taken.

The Union w as ushered in on 2nd Ju ly  2008. 
Follow ing  w ere  its office bearers:

❖ President: Sarath C handran  M. A.

*:• Vice President: D eeplbi R.

*:• G eneral Secretary: Rajees P. C.

❖ Jo in t  Secretary: Priya T .  Jo sep h  

Arts Club Secretary: Vishnu R.

Student Editor: Anuja A. R.

Sports Club Secretary: Vijith Krishnan K.

* Social Service League Secretary: Vinay B.

•:* Planning Forum Secretary: Yunus C.

❖ Quiz Club Secretary: Najeeb N.

*:• U nivers ity  U nion  C ouncillo rs :  A run  E. K., 
A bdusalam  Alangadan  & Anu G oerge
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Class representatives: Safeer M. U. (2004), Shine 
P. (2005),  A h a m e d  S h ah ab  S. (20 0 6 ) ,  J i jo  
Jo sep h  T. J .  (2007) & Sreev idhya  M . K. (PG) 

The U nion  took shape with Dr. P. K. R ajeevan  as 
the Patron and Dr. C. T. A b rah am  as the A ssocia te  
Patron. The Following teachers w ere  appointed  as 
s ta ff  advisors:

Dr. K. Sateesh  B abu Arts C lub 

*:• Dr. Jay asree  K rishnankutty  S ta f f  Editor

❖ Sri E. U. Rajan Sports  C lub

❖ Dr. H aseena B haskar - Socia l  Serv ice  
League

« Dr. R. U shakum ari-  P lann ing  Forum  

•> Dr. R ose M ary  Francis  Q uiz  C lub 

B u t for the co o p e ra t io n  and co u n se l  o f  these  
teachers, functioning o f  the U nion  w ould  have 
becom e a form idable task. We offer our s incere 
thanks to all o f  them.

Inaagaration

T he fo rm a l  in a u g u ra t io n  o f  the  S tu d e n ts ’ 
Union 2007-’ 08 w as held on 2 8 ,h Ju ly  2008. The 
function w as  presided over  by Sarath C handran  
M. A., P re s id en t  o f  the S tu d en ts ’ U n ion . T h e  
Union w as declared  inaugurated  by  the celebrated 
theatre personality  and social co m m en ta to r  Shri 
Jayaraj Warier. Shri W arier s speech was coloured 
with hum our and fo lksongs, w hile  he spoke on 
the importance o f  goodness in our lives. The noted 
poet and Executive  C om m ittee  m em b er  o f  Kerala 
Sahitya  A cadem y, Shri R avunny  inaugura ted  the 
A rts  Club. The Secretary  o f  the S tuden ts’ U nion 
ex tended  the vole o f  thanks. The formal function 
w as follow ed by an even ing  o f  revelry  in song 
and dance. V idw an A roor P. M an oharan ,  carnatic  
m u s ic  e x p o n e n t  p e r f o r m e d  to  a p a c k e d  
auditorium , m uch to the rapture o f  m usic  lovers. 
This w as fo llow ed by an orchestral perform ance 
by C och in  Heroes.

Arts Club

The Arts C lub  functioned under the leadership 
o f  V ishnu R. as its secretary and Dr. K. Satheesh  
B abu  as the S ta f f  A dvisor.  Its ac tiv i t ies  w e re  
flagged o f  with the film festival, C ellu lo id . It was 
conducted on 15th, lb '1 & 17lh J u ly  2008 at the

Sem inar Hall. M ovies  screened w ere  sourced from" 
different slates, in four languages. T he festival 
tu rn e d  o u t  to  be  a m o n t a g e  in c u l t u r e  an d  
enter ta inm ent.

T h e  in t e r - c la s s  a r ts  f e s t iv a l ,  J w a la ,  w a s  
conduc ted  from 2 4 lb to 3 111 Ju ly  2008. It provided 
the students with a competitive p latform  lo present 
t h e i r  t a l e n t s ,  s o m e  p r o n o u n c e d ,  a n d  s o m e  
concealed . O nce  again this year, S o p an am  2005 
batch emerged w inners o f  the competition. Ahamed 
S h ah ab  S. w as  aw ard ed  the K a la p ra tib h a  and 
Suvana Sukum aran, Kalatbilakam .

U nder the auspices o f  the Arts C lub, Christmas 
w as also celebrated with gusto  in the college. A 
Chris tm as Crib contest w as held on 12lb D ecem ber 
2008 . The sam e day, a treasure hum was also
o rg an ized .  T he  even t w as  so d ev ised  that the 
participating students had to scan the entire cam pus 
o f  the college while scouting for the treasure. A 
card-making competition was also held on the same 
day. The celebrations cam e to an end by singing 
carols with Santa Claus distributing sweets.

The co llege securing  the runners-up  position 
in the Inter C ollege Arts Festival held on 2"d to 5 ,h 
N ov em b er  2008 w as indeed  the m ost  rem arkab le  
ach iev em en t  o f  the A rts  C lub .  M any  hours  ol 
m eticulous p lanning  and rehearsal w ent behind 
this success.

T he  s tudents  o f  our co llege  exhib ited  their 
talents on m any  stages ou tside the co llege  as well 
u nder the leadersh ip  o f  the club. T he  im portan t 
p rog ram s w ere:

•> A grisangam am  : 18lb August 2008 

❖ C entra l  Z one  A gri-Fest:  17lh O c tobe r  2008 

*:• W o r k s h o p  o n  M e d i c i n a l  p l a n t s ,
‘ O sadh eeyam ’ : 14lb N o v em b er  2008 

M agazine Club

Anuja  A. R. and Dr. Ja y a s re e  K rishnanku tty  
h ea d ed  the  M a g a z in e  C lu b  and  the E d i to r ia l  
Forum . T he  club conduc ted  the interc lass literary 
contest from  2 4 lb to 2 6 ,h Ju ly  2008 in associa tion 
w i th  J w a la .  S . A r u n  w a s  a w a r d e d  the  
S a r g a p r a tib h a .  A n a n d  V is h n u  P ra k a s h  w a s  
ad judged  as C hitrapratibba . T he Sahitrapratibha  
was Shanil N. S.. The magazine club also released a



w all m agaz ine nam ed ‘ K ilikoodu  on I" Jan u a ry  
2009. Il was declared open by (lie Patron o f  the 
U nion . T he wall m a g a z i ie  con tinues  to be an 
active portal into the minds of the students o f  the 
college.

P la n n in g  F o r u m

The Planning forum functioned with Yunus 
C. as i(s Secretary  and Di. R. UshaLumari as its 
advisor. The first program  was a talk by Sri K. 
So m an ,  S ecre ta ry  o f  the Energy  C o nserva tion  
Society on the top ic ,’ Energy Conservation: Need 
o f  the H our?1 A dem onstra tion  class on flower 
a rrangem ent w as given by Sml. Thara Vineesh. 
On 2 2 nd M ay 2008, the acclaim ed film Mr. & M rs. 
Iyer w as screened. On 29'1 N ovem ber 2008, with 
a view o f  sensitizing the students on the impending 
dan g e r  of c l im a te  ch an g e ,  the O sca r  w in n in g  
m ovie o f  Al G ore , ‘An ir convenient truth’ was 
s c reen ed .  L a te r  (hat m o n th ,  a talk t i t led  ‘ B e  
p o s itiv e ’ was delivered  by Dr. P. A hm ed  at the 
S em inar  flail  o f  the College

Q u iz  C lu b

T he  c lu b  fu n c t io n e d  u n d e r  N a je e b  N. as 
Secretary  and Dr. Rose M ary  Francis as its StafF 
Advisor. T he first p rogram  o f  the club w as the 
co n d u c t  o f  an e n v iro n m e n t  qu iz  by Dr. M ani 
Chellappan on the occasion o f  World Environment 
Day. A sh itha  S. G. w as the winner. An interclass 
quiz w as held on the sidelines o f  the Inter Class 
Arts Festival with Jo sep h  Jo h n  as the quiz master. 
The representa tive batch from Orion 2006 was 
the w inner.

S o c ia l  S e rv ic e  L e a g u e

T he club w as lead by Vinay B. as its Secretary  
and Dr. H aseena Bhaskar < s its advisor. Realising 
the need for m aking  exercise a habit for s tudents 
and teachers, a tw o-day  y oga-aw areness  session 
w as conducted  in the college auditorium  by Dr. 
Pankajakshan . A nother p iog ram  conducted  was 
a talk by Dr. C. G eorge  T h o m as  on the topic 
‘ E volution o f  A griculture’ in the sem inar hall o f  
the college.

S p o r t s  C lu b

The sports club had Vijith K rishnan K. as its 
secretary and Sri E. U. Rajan as its StafF Advisor. 
A novel co n cep t  was in itia ted  by the c lub  by 
setting up a Health & Recreation C en tre  on 6'1 
A ugust 2008 by O lym pian  Eijo David Thoftan, 
ren o w n ed  in terna tional ath le te ,  fo llow ed  by a 
lecture on correlation o f  sports with health by Prof. 
P. M. N arayan  N am bood ir i ,  Dept, o f  Physical 
Ed u c a t i o n ,  V y a sa  C o l l e g e .  A n i n t e r c l a s s  
basketball tournam ent was held on 16 lh Jan u a ry  
2009. On 17,lJan u a ry  2009, interclass vo lleyball,  
football and table tennis tournam ents  w ere  held.

O th e r  ac tiv i t ies

*:• Dr. C . G e o rg e  T h o m a s  did the w h o le  C O H  
fra te rn i ty  proud  by be ing  aw ard ed  w ith  the 
‘ Karshakabharati by the G overnm ent o f  Kerala 
for his contribution to farm journalism  in the 
slate o f  Kerala. 1 he Students’ Union felicitated 
Dr. Th o m as  by p r e s e n t in g  h im  a le t te i  o f  
appreciation.

❖ Dr. D. Jac o b  was aw arded the IPI-FA1 prize for 
n u t r i t i o n a l  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  y e l l o w i n g  in 
a r e c a n u l .  H e  d id  h is  d o c to ra l  w o rk  at the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r o n o m y ,  C o l l e g e  o f  
Horticulture. He was felicitated by the Students’ 
Union.

❖ The victors o f  Inter-college Arts Festival were 
felicitated by the Patron o f  the Union. Dr. C. T. 
A braham  and Dr. K. Salheesh Babu also spoke 
on the event.

❖ 2004 batch was given a befitting farew ell by ihe 
Students’ Union by organizing a program named 
Ruksa t ’ 08. The event was charged with emotion 
and nostalgic feelings.

Looking back, the Union gone by was quite 
eventful in spile o f  shortage o f  time. Il m ust be 
m entioned once again that it was the unflinching 
support o f  the s ta ff  advisors that m ade so much 
aclivity possible. We express  our deepest regard 
and gratitude to all s ta ff  advisors,  hoping that the 
b lessings o f  our teachers shall be bestow ed on 
future U nions as well.
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Buiid Bridges, 
n o ,Walls

T h o m a s  L. F r ie d m a r ,  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  A m e r i c a n  p o p - e c o n o m i s t  (a  w o r d  h e  c o i n e d  

h im s e l f )  a n d  a u t h o r  o f  th e  b e s ts e e l ie r  'T h e  W o r ld  is F la t '  w r o t e  a b o u t  h is  c h a in  o f  t h o u g h t s  

as  he  w a s  t y p in g  an  a r t ic le  f o r  T h e  N ew  Y ork  T im e s ’ on  his  IBM L a p to p .  He t o o k  a h a r d  

lo o k  a t  th e  b la c k  m a c h in e  a n d  n o te d ,  th e  la p t o p  th a t  w a s  a s s e m b le d  in C a l i fo rn ia  h a d  an 

1C b o a r d  m a d e  in T o k y o .  C D - d r iv e  m a n u f a c t u r e d  in T a iw a n ,  c a m e r a  m a d e  in F in la n d ,  

s p e a k e r s  m a d e  in H o r .g -K o n g  a n d  th e  l a p t o p  w a s  d e s ig n e d  by L o u iz io  F inacc i ,  Italy. The  

o p e r a t in g  s y s te m  lo a d e d  w a s  A p p le - M a c k in to s h .  m a d e  by S o f tw a re  d e v e lo p e r s  in B a n g a lo r e  

w o r k in g  fo r  A p p le  inc.,  USA. H e w o n d e r e d ,  w h a t  w o u ld  h a p p e n  if Ta iw an  w e re  to  h a m p e r  

f r e e - t r a d e  o r  t h e  US w e re  to  d is a l lo w  o u t s o u r c i n g ?  C ou ld  th is  l a p t o p  e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  

m a d e ?  Or, c o u ld  a n y  l a p t o p  e v e r  be  m a d e ?  Or, y e t  m o r e ,  c o u ld  t h e  US be  h a l f  as 

p r o s p e r o u s  as it is t o d a y 7

T h e  q u e s t io n s  t h a t  b o t h e r e d  F r ie d m a n  h a v e  b e e n  th e  c o n c e r n  o f  e c o n o m is t s  fo r  o v e r  

ha l f  a c e n tu ry ,  p r o b a b y  e v e n  b e fo r e  la p to p s  w e re  in v e n te d .  E ve r  s in ce  n a t io n s  p a tc h e d  

u p  a f t e r  th e  e n d  o f  th e  s e c o n d  w o r ld  war,  all n a t io n s  g o t  a  h a r d  h i t  on  t h e  h e a d .  T h e y  

re a l is e d  th e  fu t i l i t y  o f  a n im o s i t y  b e tw e e n  n a t i o n s  a n d  a s s e s s e d  all th e  i r r e p a r a b le  d a m a g e  

t h a t  th is  a n im o s i t y  h a d  c a u s e d  to  th e m .  Even t h o u g h  a to ta l  r e c o n c i l ia t io n  w a s  im p o s s ib le ,  

g r o u p s  o f  c o u n t r ie s  g e t  t o g e t h e r  o n  th e  ba s is  o f  c o m m o n  m o t iv e s  a n d  id e a ls  ( o r  ev en ,  

c o m m o n  e n e m ie s )  a n d  f o r m e d  a l l ia n c e s .  T h e r e  w a s  a U S - le d  a l l i a n c e ,  t h a t  p l o t t e d  

a g a in s t  th e  USSR led  a  liance . A nd  th e n  th e r e  w as  an  a l l ia n c e  o f  c o u n t r ie s  w h o  w a n te d  to  

have  no  b u s in e s s  w i th  th e s e  two. T h e  c o u n t r i e s  w i th in  a l l ia n c e s  w o u ld  s t r i k e  e c o n o m ic  

a n d  d e fe n c e  d e a ls  with e a c h  o ther .

G radua l ly ,  by th e  b e g in n in g  o f  1 9 8 0 ’s, th e s e  c o u n t r ie s  b e g a n  to  g e t  an  a c u te  s e n s e  o f  

in a d e q u a c y  a b o u t  th e s e  a l l iances .  E c o n o m ic  p a r t n e r s h ip  w i th  a l l ied  n a t io n s  a lo n e  s t a r t e d  to  

s e e m  fa r  t o o  in s u f f ic ie n t  to  m e e t  th e  n e e d s  o f  e c o n o m ic  m a jo r s  like th e  US. F rance ,  th e  UK 

a n d  Japan. By  1 9 8 4 ,  he  fa l l o f  USSR in to  s m a l le r  p iec es  o n ly  h e lp e d  to  a g g r a v a t e  th is  

u n e a s y  fee l ing .

A n ew  c o n c e p t  b e g a n  to  c o m e  in to  th e  scene , n a m e ly  'g lo b a l i s a t io n ' .  E c o n o m is ts  have  neve r  

l o o k e d  b a c k  s ince .  T t e  c o n c e p t  o f  g l o b a l i s a t i o n  a s s u m e d  s e v e r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a n d  

de f in i t io n s ,  a n d  e c o n o m is ts  have  b e e n  ra c k in g  t h e i r  b ra in s  in p r e p a r in g  a m o d e l  fo r  a  g lo b a l is e d  

eco n o m y .  With th e  s ig n in g  o f  GATT, th e  id e a  o f  g lo b a l i s a t i o n  t o o k  a  r e c o g n is a b le  fo rm .

88



C ountries b eg a n  to  u n d e rs ta n d  ea c h  o th e rs ' eco n o m ies  and cu ltu res  b etter. E conom ic re la tio n s  

grew  out of m utu al resp ect. S evera l tre a tie s  w e re  s ig n ed  (a n d  b ro k e n ). T h e  id ea  of g lo b a lisa tio n  

rests on th e  princ ip le  of 'u n d e r-s u ffic ie n c y  of a  n a tio n s  re s o u rc e s ’. It m ean s  th a t one c o u n try 's  

reso u rces  m ay be lacking in a n o th e r  an d  v ic e -v e rs a . H en ce , m utu al c o o p e ra tio n  w ould b en efit  
e ith er.

S in ce  t im e  in m e m o r ia l, m an  h a s  fo u g h t o v e r  m o n ey , p r o p e r ty  a n d  w o m a n . T h e  b ir th  of 

g lo b a lisa tio n  also saw  th e  b irth  of new  econom ic  p rob lem s. With p ro b lem s, d iffe re n c e  of op in ion  

am o n g  nation s b e c a m e  g ra v e  an d  g o t m ag n ified  in to  sk irm ishes. T h e  s igning of th e  WTO tre a ty  

m a d e  a  bold  a tte m p t to  sa lvag e  som e of th a t, bu t nation s can g e t ra th e r  difficu lt w hen it g e t to  
m o n e ta ry  an d  te r r ito r ia l c o m p ro m is e s .

An exam p le  in p o in t is th e  v e ry  well d o cu m en ted  In d o -P a k is ta n  re la tio n s . A fter y e a rs  of childish  

bickerings, both  countries  b eg an  to  rea lise  th a t o n e  issue w ould fo re v e r s tan d  and  w as in deed  

to u g h  to  solve . H ow ever, th a t should  not d eter, t ra d e  and cu ltu ra l re la tio n s  b e tw e e n  th e  two  

nations which w ould  stand  both  co u n tries  in goo d  s te a d . So, th e  key to  new  w o rld  e q u a tio n s  is 

to  keep  u n so lvab le  p ro b lem s  in th e  backlog  and  su rg e  a h e a d  w ith m utu ally  benefic ia l re la tions.

in th e  g lo b a lis e d  w o rld  e c o n o m y  th a t e x is ts  today, it is im p o ss ib le  fo r a c o u n try  to  s u rv iv e  

w ithout th e  c o -o p e ra tio n  of o th e r  co u n tries , o r a t least it n e ig h b o u rs .

Com ing back to the  princip le  a b o u t a  c o u n try 's  insufficiency in reso u rces , to d ays  w orld  econom ies  

a re  so des in g ed  th a t im p o rt of re s o u rc e s  fro m  o th e r co u n tries  is co n s id ered  im p e ra tiv e  for th e  

econom y to  p ro g ress . In such a s itu a tio n , it w ould be grossly  unw ise to  jo in  in issue with any  

country, which could  in tu rn  u p set o u r re la tio n s  with all th o se  co u n tries  a m ia b le  to our enem y. 

In th e  c u rre n t  g lo b a l p e rs p e c tiv e , bu ild ing  b rid g e s  to  n ew  e c o n o m ie s  is th e  key. D e s tro y in g  

w alls m ust th e  difficult; bu t th e  so lu tion , as d e m o n s tra te d  in th e  In d ia -P a k is ta n  issue is to  let th e  

wall stay and build  a b rid g e  o ver it.

Rest compliments from:

HYKON
ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS
THRISSUR

H y k m n

Powering the Nation
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"trool, CVU(2I2'(Cf)l ĵJ. 00003 G < fl> o lC c 0 0 O ..."  §D<0) 

§1(0 gitdg ri_|oc/3 uocoo)! c9 i)s lo )1 o jo o ;. n-ijojo  • •• n ro  

G a jO ca ;n ro  ru 6T T § ld a g )0 S  s ru n o g o  z o l o ) j .  g o o  

uosnjOD'OJiTiooaoT1; G&iO(03OKJ)lo3 ooood o o o I ^ o ^ c t o  

G003(3010> GaJOOQ (30 CD) 0 (J§ S Q ]  i j l  ®fl (06) 0 Of) 0 6TO 

C(3)O(TOlOQ)0).

g )o ;§ )o  aoocojffiooan o j^ i  ctoog; era; o j : 2i;g 0130  v 

g D ra ;§ l(o . ffi6ro1d36)2o;caa3c06)cao d a s c m jo jr a ja o  

0nJOa3nj;eJCDl0<Q> ,'diD)1lM )S )B ;3 5 )5  c^O 010)1 ol,-W)3o. 

[ajaQ<0)2lOeft>;G(OJOad 2)0631300 ;MnTT) ) . 'TO d lg lc^t/d  

aJO SlO O ;. aJ^EBiOO nJOOl nJOti)0l 0 0  J. -> 000003 

'Tjl(03rO)6O3 GgjO(TUfij5’ n0O O  (0>0o3 6DO < I 'J J.O.OTrOllOO 

(30) 0  ® CO) 0 000 (_nJCT)l cM jl G c90503 (0) ? V

530^210 oj i j  tSiOOJo a^raxoo ajg<dao<o) 0 0 ; 

cma(ooinoQjoQK5T5)lra3. m m lb o s o jig g  210; <a;;§lc&Gg3 

0soao ;o  G5)cnlc00ao co)O0(tno0Sjajnj; 1256030.'o.)To;oro1

(=J, 0063130 CD 0  CD100dO0G 0 )0  O Jg(3aO i. t ^ G o j O ^ o

o 10I -i j; oipiI'O) t30)g0cft>6n)o o 0 o o  ailaoo 2io> pjlraS 

arauol GoJO0&i 0>feso0G5) arojt&adljyirajTO); r ^ ^ j o  

^ .o n o jl& j^ o  e < m j 2  0 ) o o l  o io l jx j ;  o.jo n o 0 XD'O); 

0ca,O6O3JbTrj, (O )0no GcaoGge^lraS (olso6>2aTj :Tiocm

1



L6

 raoctod ai. ooc i rrcc cu. ; •(['' i^LeejEt
k cit.. o?(njffi0<ciE) £t>cc0,cn>s> “aos'e’ \aoo(&I-\
"tCLU?«H£i>c63 ?«21£219LEj>(fi)0 gooLOLao aorauP7 ?ots 

colo^!® ■'ajDtc9e3LQ)^u9C(se’(9(a)cr^o icocipcpj 

<W (9CdJUE? 0/i t6> L.HU9 rij RJ (5 c6i €1£9 Clfi)

'LO6PCC0S (OJDCOO© 
oFcg cXj-'-f.-- Sf> ('■ ii c ex'ol; c.rc aao nuo'tc 
o?<••»;:• a. ok (Co©i1 *c. rcp g/w[e® ?(old wav©
(CD UD;'OHaa'HL‘(‘(-: S©;rd|®D|6oD(9 ■?OJLl?<S€P 
foipioiro c(a>3©e>©c©©<eiE!) cJolP' UjtJnjj> 
a.. ic o. h.- if ' o Vc (tcis?(56,LtCi£jvc€P ( ax rt’
: (1 ‘i'RIC t C/wF̂LOXDS) toiU) 'toi^R)
ifc [o cdo ' ct<si) § |©€pk©' ° L§usro

|i:u.C(C d °e (. cf^Lciu 
c i1 s it co^abajtr 'OLoroD i'octcJuoCf^
iC(jo I ><:■( i >•:> f(£>UJD?(9€Pl§E9 LSCS9 XUDIO)
go^aDcD • a n i..j :> tsSfaioiP7 ■■■iaoro (s’oexsfxp 

cc .rio;> ©e^iajsto "ca Stsiocpradl(cjld

019 D!T OiOJjLU) C©|«HD(DCDe3 i(JUU?<S€Plp|«21£»
• r ©gploxe cc. a-® \ul ;cc<:'i.c4aL{.u;'1 

soots *® > w. 1c® iOxxo gD|t?t6PL*ru aois
LauLPJ a coloociq .• oi9C(CDtDaTU)rajDom) °©(D 
two end b;>(.cicjgjct9 coolslrj (oifi©^19 cuufocp 
si/e- ra©cp>3 otajrscuD^a 
cococo ..fj[ a(peiD oa©ce3CPj£> is causa (Ê
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Dr. M e e ra  V. M eno n

D e p t o f  A g r o n o m y  j  1

About Holes -  
Both Black and Invisible

Black holes have always fascinate J me. The thought 
o f  those huge dark masses with such powerful 
attractive forces that even light cnnnoi escape their 
clutches has always filled me with a strangely 
pleasurable dread. I liken (hem to gigantic vacuum 
cleaners in the Universe, remorselessly sucking in all 
the bits and pieces of planets and stars and other 
celestia I rubbish which have no bu dness littering the 
heavenly pathways. (T ve often wished that my 
vacuum c leaner was a frac lio r  as eff ic ient.  It 
frequently strikes work and when 1 do finally manage 
to coax it to activity, il refuses to gulp all the juicy 
morsels of cobwebs I put in its way and instead, makes 
a meal of all my safety pins, rubber bands, unpaid 
electricity and telephone hills, and once, even my car 
keys.)

I hough we have no black holes on earth, I have at 
limes wondered whether we have other unknown 
invisible gaps with the same magnetic properties. 
Remember the Bermuda triangle' in the Atlantic 
O cean ,  w here  many sh ips  and a irc raf t  have 
mysteriously vanished, leaving n> trace? lales of 
ghostly ships without any crew, and o f  phantom 
airplanes which appeared and di> appeared, w hich 
used to feed my imagination in mv childhood, now 
raise conjectures in my mind about ihe nature o f  these 
earthly black holes do the lost objects periodically 
re-emerge?

Closer home, il is my unshakeablc belief that there are 
unseen holes in my surroundings into which those 
things I am particularly in need ol disappear. Id  (he 
kitchen, it is my favorite knife w kick periodically drops 
into the cavity, A vigorous search in all the shelves 
and cabinets and every other possible place yields many 
other long lost objects, but never the knife. My family 
members are all, of course, wide eyed w ith wonder. 
No, they've never been in the kitchen. No, they've 
never touched my knife. And they are all most 
astonished when the knife turns up in the garden, beside 
the mango tree w hich bears ripe fruits.

My comb is another item to which the hole is very 
partial. Every morning, after the daily cooking ritual 
at the usual breakneck speed, 1 am getting dressed to 
go to work, when I find that my comb is missing. I 
pull out every object in the cupboard, but its still 
missing. 1 employ iny investigative skills and question 
those in the vicinity {my offspring), but I still draw a 
blank. “Who wants your comb when 1 have mv ow n?" 
is one scorn ful reply, while another innocent one is, 
“I haven’ t combed my hair for a week”. So where did 
the comb go? Into the hole, where else? The only 
saving grace is that the hole returns the swallowed 
objects within a day or two. Other favorites of the 
invisible space are the nail cutter, the TV remote (this 
reappeared in the bathroom once), the scissors, the 
screwdriver, my library book (this one frequently 
materializes under pillow's), my husband1 s spectacles
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and my cell phone. The last mentioned, when sighted 
again, is unexplainably  with a dim inished cash 
balance does the hole make phone calls?

The hole makes its presence felt in the college where 
I work too. However, there it is pretty selective, and 
its avarice is restricted to practical records and 
assignments. It has been my experience that every 
sem ester ,  at least one ass ignm en t or record is 
mysteriously missing. Once enquiries are started I 
learn that the assignment/record has been positively 
submitted on time, was placed right on my table, and 
has not been ‘ borrowed* by any other student, but 
unfortunately, is not to be seen now. The hole has 
been active again, 1 conclude. And yes, the lost 
document usually does make its reappearance within 
a few days, in some classroom or lab or on some other 
teacher* s table.

The hole can expand to large proportions, f  ve found. 
Recently, a friend o f  mine went shopp ing  in a 
supermarket. She spent quite a long time in there and 
when she finally  staggered  out with num erous

packages, she found that her car had vanished. Frantic 
with worry, she called her husband, relatives, friends 
and finally the police. A search w as initiated and the 
car was located at last. Guess where ii was found? In 
her house, in the garage. That was a really diabolical 
act of the hole’ s, I think, and I choose to ignore the 
idle gossip of her neighbours who say she never look 
the car in the first place.

I now fear the lime when the hole ex tends its 
voracious appetite to human beings. There are already 
stray reports o f  people missing and being found in 
other places. I know a girl whose uncle’ s sister-in- 
law"1 s niece, while she was watching wilh her husband 
the 999lb episode o f  a serial on television, suddenly 
found that he had disappeared. A search found him in 
the car, fast asleep. He later denied all know ledge of 
how he had got there.

So folks, beware o f  the hole. Be ceaselessly vigilant, 
alw'ays on guard. But T m afraid the hole, in its 
consuming greed, will finally be the victor. I only 
hope it doesn’ t get at this article.
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S o p a n a m  ‘ 05

Moderates of the
World, UNITE!

C om m on-folk  in India and other parts o f  the world  
w o u l d  h a v e  u s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  
fu n d a m e n ta l ism  has  o n ly  o n e  co lo u r ,  Is lam ic  
G reen . The attacks on C hris t ians  and C hristian  
institutions - including o rphanages  - instigated by 
V H P  activ is ts  in O rissa  has p ro v e n  that  such  
savage fanaticism comes in many colours, including 
that o f  Hindu Saffron. N ot that this needed further 
proof, after the Gujarat riots o f  2002 w hich  V H P  
leaders had vindicated with sacrilegious claim that the 
atrocities committed had the‘ blessings’ o f  Lord Rama.

Fundamentalism - the hijacking o f  a faith to promote 
an exclusionist agenda, often through violent means - 
is a transcredal phenomenon: It doesni* t begin or end 
within the confines o f  ones b e l ie f  system  but is 
com m on to all. There are Christian, Sikh, Buddhist 
and a theis t fu n d am en ta l is ts  (so m etim es  ca lled  
1 communist1).

T h o u g h  no d o c t r i n e  h a s  a m o n o p o l y  o v e r  
f u n d a m e n ta l i s m ,  a f te r  9 /11 ,  the  w o rd  (o f ten  
i n t e r c h a n g e d  w i th  ‘ t e r r o r i s m ’ ) h a s  b e e n  
hyphena ted  with the w ord  “ Islamic*. It is often 
urged th a t ’ m odera te  M uslim s m ust stand up and 
be co u n ted  as a c o r rec t iv e  in f lu en c e  on their 
radical co-religionists . So, in the curren t contex t 
o f  O r is s a  (and  e a r l ie r ,  G u ja ra t )  sh o u ld  o n ly  
m odera te  H indus den o u n ce  the horrors  that has 
been perpetrated  in the nam e o f  their re ligion? 
No. M odera tes  o f  all fa iths, inc lud ing  that o f  
m o d e ra t io n  i tse l f ,  w h ic h  s u re ly  is the  m o s t  
beleaguered o f  faiths, in an increasing ly  d iv isive 
world - must unite in co n dem in ing  such acts.

The goal o f  fundamentalists, o f  any stripe, is to disunite

and destroy our com m on humanity. Such subversion 
can only be countered  by a refusal to ghetto ize the 
response by making il a responsibility o f  one particular 
faith. F u n d am en ta l ism  is based on the p rem ise  o f  
ex trem e exc lusion , the creation  o f  a dem on ized  
‘ O ther*; the opp o s in g  voice  o f  m odera tion  must 
base  i t s e l f  on the p r inc ip le  o f  inc lus iv ism , the 
affirm ation  o f  a pluralis t  identity.

T h a t  is  w h y  th e  o f t e n - r e p e a t e d  c a l l  to b an  
organisations w hich  alledgedly are fundamentalist  
in nature  - be il S1MI or the R S S  (progenitor o f  
the VHP) - m akes  for a bad politics o f  m oderation, 
necessary  though  such p roscrip tions m ay  seem  at 
t imes. (The R S S  has been banned  thrice in India: 
after the assassination o f  M ahatm a Gandhi; duriug 
the E m erg en cy ;  and after the dem olition  o f  the 
B abri  M asjid . In each  case, the ban w as lifted by 
the S u p rem e  C ourt).

B a n s  g o  a g a i n s t  th e  b a s i c  n a t u r e  o f  b o th  
dem o cracy  and m odera tion , w h ich  m any  might 
say are one and the sam e tiling. A  ban is another 
w ay  o f  saying (hat fundam en ta l ism  w on , (hat it 
ach ieved its ob jective  o f  d iv is ive  exc lusion ism ; 
it tu rn ed  m o d e ra t io n  in to  a m ir ro r  im a g e  o f  
p rohib itory  fanaticism.

The Vatican has co m e out s trong ly  against the 
carnage in Orissa. Let* s hear it now from the leaders 
and practitioners o f  other faiths. But most o f  ail, 
from those w ho profess belief in that ultimate credo: 
that no m oderate  is an island, entire o f  itself.
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[ora, BO(_fO)l arâ fi âlaiiliod asroy eirjoiuil 03003 n^rmaM

§)6TD63131IU 350s 06m(Û (OO)0lc9iyii ru3g<&o
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Childhood, an innocent art, 
It’ s imitation o f  nature, 
Cute and soft.

Girlhood a charming phase, 
Life o f  magnificent song,  
Smart and sweet.

1 Youth a greeting to the future, 
r  If s a long song that never echoes,  

Y. Swell and precious.

Great age the harshness o f  life, 
The crevice o f  life,
Bitter and Sour.



Art GALLERY



/4n<utd 'I'ti/wu PiaAatA. ‘P'ajcid&i 07

%



(Bramj£S carscB>mm]§
ccruofijomo "05

o il  forol 6) ay ̂  g g l  ro^

QlCOo fflO(.(OT(2&J g g g f g ) .

(m & )G lrJO rj«5TO )'l0n^ 6 3 0 $ m z )a y ]o . 

aDCyCQ)^6)S CTUnJcSc/OOJJo. 

a j l r ^ a j o r m l e o n ^  g D tp ^ f le j jo ,  

K l a i a a j J  o r a ^ s K e r c )  « j)]s1 < ^ ]o . 

c fe 1 g 1 rL j0 |]o .

a e r^ 1 © n ^  g ^ jococqjjo

OJ«)Cf3^|CDJ^o,

oo1o jcD l« j8 (xp6)n^  c ru m c o o j^ o , 

m noerm oo e}S>d&£]o, 

rardjtfnm loO Tralcry r n l c m e j ^ g j o .  

d 0 3 Q e jo 1 a D jrm o j6 )n ^  q j1 o o <v | ] o . d fo om ru^o . 

rd ja e « j( m « 5 ) 'l6 ia ^  ( .a J c ru o jc B a jG m c ry jo .

©d&>oip1cQ)jonn«j)l6)n^ m i c r o o coot) a y ] o .

o&j O O]o , 6 ia j a y 1 e j ] o  

a  (3 conn j  cu  n j l  col <66) j  c m  j .

oj1coT O )1m ]gg1(g^ mcDo (20(.«Dfflej g g g r r  

o j Irsto), ( 2 6 g ^ o n g  n jro lL ®  rO]rru®<£3fflOCTf>.

115



« m * V  Z l ^ K Z

",a,Ce^onalise ^
OHS>& P

f


