
KERALA A G R IC U LTU R A L U N IVER SITY



Soil Testing • Water Testing • Safe Substrate • Nutrient Drain Analysis • 
Greenhouse Construction Consultations • Seeds/Seedlings/Planting 
Materials • Water Management/Irrigation Scheduling • Agronomic Services • 
Fertiiizers/Fertigation Scheduling • Plant Protection • Nutrient Analysis * 
Quality Analysis/Certification

V /  A E -<
G O O  S t e r l i n g  F a rm  R e s e a r c h  &  S e r v i c e s  P v t .  L t d .

Sterling House, Pettah, Poonithura P.O, Cochin-38, INDIA. A
Tel: +91 484 230 7874, Fax: +91 484 230 3453
Email: sterfarm@ neopeat.com,fertilizersterling@ gmail.com,
Visit: www.coirsubstrate.com,www.neopeat.com

Contact: Kasaragod - 9447322979, Kannur - 9388959437, Calicut I Wayanad I Malappuram - 9349387563, 
Trissur I Palakkad - 9349387558, Ernakulam - 9349387569, Kottayam - 9387819209, Idukki - 9387891299, 
Alappuzha I Pathanamthitta - 9388959438, Kollam - 9349387566, Trivandrum - 934938756019349387566

mailto:fertilizersterling@gmail.com
http://www.neopeat.com


I am immensely delighted that the College Union 2011-12 has brought out the college uagazim . 

Oridathoridothu in time, which is having intense emotional significance for the students, teachers a 1 

our college. In addition to being testimony to the warm memories of the by-gone year t provides ar , 

expression of thoughts, suppressed in their hearts, which the students try to expous with every ore 

magazine is of high literary standard and artistic value, finding resonance with our daily iife and provocating ou 

consciousness through frank discussion of the contemporary Issues that plague our society, i appreciate t in 

entire team behind this aesthetically pleasing praiseworthy venture.

With Best Wishes,

Dr. V a ls a la k u m a r i P K.

AssO' ia?e De in 

College of Hr ■ rt c ulti re



One more issue ot the magazine of the College of Horticulture is ready for release. As in the previous 
years, the release of the new college magazine Oridathoridathu is eagerly awaited by the staff and students of 
the college. All are anxious to see what is new in the magazine. The magazine serves as an illustrated record of 
the campus life during the previous year. In addition., it is the canvas for exhibiting literary talents of the 
members of CoH family. I am sure that the magazine will be liked by all and will be preserved as a valuable 
treasure by all concerned.

i he magazine is the outcome of lot of hardwork, co-ordination, persuasion and painstaking efforts of 
the magazine committee lead by Mr. Amal Jamal, Student Editor and Dr P. A. Joseph, the Staff Editor. 
Congratulations to them for the excellent work they have done. 1 hope that the magazine will be appreciated by
readers.

With Best Wishes,
Dr. C. T. Abraham

Former Associate Dean 
College of Horticulture 

& Patron, Students' Union
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“Once upon a time”, 
“Somewhere far, far away"

Most stories we used to like as 
children began as such- and they speak in 
volumes of what imparted such warmth to 
these stories that they continue to haunt 
us...

A sense of tim elessness, the 
universality of the human condition across 
ail places and people, a sense of wonder 
and jo y  at the m ysticism  and the  
remoteness of distant shores- all these, 
and, the fact that we could relate to these 
characters, sparked a primeval joy and 
excitement in us. W e never got tired of 
these tales recounted over and over again 
in the dawn of our lives... Somewhere in the 
deepest corners of our hearts, we imagined 
that we would grow up and lead lives worthy 
of a story- idealistic, full of principles, 
adventurous, brave and purposeful- indeed 
we believed as children that our story was 
unfolding to turn out to be such a one...

EDITORIAL
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W illi support to more Self Help Groups (SIKJ) and with more people holding 
no-frills account with us, SBT makes banking, a reality foreiery kcralites

SBT's Biometric Smart Card

NREGP wages can l\- distributed at their doorsteps through a 
simple finger identification system.

SBT lends its support to farmers:
• SitT Kism Cold Card * Kisan Credit Card * Dairy Farming - Kdteeru Samrudhi

• K.ihbn Fanning l< a libit Plus • Vegetable Cultivation * KlonCulture
* Pisciculture - Matlisya I’ltis * Quail I arming * Coir Sector tiolden Fiber Plus

And other attractive Agrt loans and insurance schemes.

SBT m akes rural Kerala smarter.

SBT
ft

STATE BANK OF TRAVANCORE
A 1 i \ t'l 11 1" r \ i \ i f i t \ t\ . i t  T r i x t1 A 1 o n g T r a d i t i o n  o f  

KAUC BRANCH, Vellamkkara
T r u s t '

" r’!« •* K  * WT V " ■
Toll Free No 1800 425 5566
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A  p lace  w h e re  n a tu re  calls hom e. M id s t the foggy air, lush 
g reen  all a round  and w a te r  beyon d  th e  hedges, yo u r d ream  
hom e beacons

- B L O O M S ' R ( )C  K Y  M E  ADC >WS

b' eok away from • ne chaca of c it ;. into the serenity cf nature offered to you at doorstep in contemporary villas -Have a 
tr p of your lifetime on the majestic mammoth around the organic farm. Learn and experience Wayanad! Carry back a 
memory that will recall you forever.

- BLOOMS GREEN FARM

S e r . ;es : £fered t . us:

• Resort V Seryiced villas
• Organic rfrm 'includes Kenne s. Diary D Pcuitry £arrrs etc.)
• Elephant safari
• Rea estate V Development projects (Villas V Plots)

-  9 1)999  555 22 9 9 / 33 11 (Kerala)
- (91) 999 555 33 77 (Reservations)

Blo0ms
vvv. w.bloomsgi eenfarm.com 

b I o o m s g i ee n farm@gmail.c o m
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I twist, I turn, I wink, I wank 
I bum myself as time goes by 
I swing when mind is swooshing by,
It snaps my head which is glowing frank.
I set up my own mighty glow 
But lit up by some alien hands.
When something strikes me on my head 
I bum and bicker in an awful row.
My life is like a marathon race 
Where wind and water are wicket gates 
I wipe off darkness off this globe
At last the passive waves of mighty glow 
And then its dusk a pause of row 
It’s time to wind up eveiy blow 
For ever and ever an eventual glow
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The passions for choices and
the w ithering of dream s
will never veil the queen of adm iration
Everyone says, its all about present
but, then there was a past
though the future can be a missed dream
Flashing colours and thrillig pleasures
can m ould any soul
But, a perfect soul is melted
m elter in the colourful m om ents
of the w ithdraw n past
Crushes and squeaks in the past are
buried beneath the rocks.
The joyous past are fram ed with sandals 
The fram es are decorated everytime I peep bat 1- 
The precious sandals are always kept 
in their best, the best in my life 
No queries, no worries in this present can 
dam pen the rhythm  of my past 
they are always with me 
Though w ithin the fram es 
I could feel our palm s tugged together 
My friends, they w-ere and are 
always my best 
the rhythm  forever
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CQIQriJO 6T0g)o ô )0(TT} 6307)30)0(6616)0. 63 r ;■
oJSG^joGcri... r )̂O0iooQ#’)ffl]rr)] m darn tx ri 
oSdO... 6)00 6lJ(ij05rij! ffl'lbTriGOmO.., GOJChOg.
a(j]m1c96l'lo93sOGbTOO (gi&CU6)gf ag)(T)1t06)OlcUj';ej. ifT-O
QQ)OGJ]o 6!0>OO8 6336)63 GO)0(66) 100(0) SITIOi)

A S (8 A 060)](TO]605000)1(0̂ 00 .. 63(D'!A>v0'' 0.; - ._j-

GODOS] GoJOGliJ], "f iO i.IO lJ'- cniQl(00(Q’Ts A  lotlo;):)
00)11 GnJO(0J GOT) 3. ' “ GOJGSTT6 @60136)0)6)00)06l<66)QQ)6f(S 
GaJ0CD)l6)ceiS)0g^0o'’ rij)0f) 6TOOOT!-... -Jim.
630(66) GfUJOO (0)]OOnD]6)AOS](0T0)10AO(l6'n-M

nJCAu ^ 6 ) 0 $  acr)q^ l6 !n$  caooiS. o30A))

nnl&J (?) a8) (800)0 ng) 0)1(66) oldulaj
00)1 (53(2O((0)o 63(51j60OT (63(0;<66)1?) 6T0360TSt-:i - 6>)J'T'l.

(BT&, srurro 00>0t(OA6)g06)<66) a8)6)(TT) OA06)6) (SRJlOW:?
College of Horticulture £ J06tt>. g!rJl6)sorol(T»Gri)o 
•P06mc§0 <i8)ct)1<6€ fflmrr\)l&ioaD®). .i8i6).$
030(5)1(53 630(66)J fflirm1(05 (0)’ O*6)O!0)Kr r

(OfiDOTU^o J. epGajOlPJo CTOQoS SDjmj CQ)O(i0: O !.:(§)(■ 

6TTg. oJCAad .3*0(0} AlsOCDJOCQflSaj 63(0; .#T rn.
7 “  (51) ^

6)(T)eT5KJoAj.§1&JS^ QQ)O(.(O(S6)O(0(T)O(2)1§ 

oj6n3](3-Q(S6raj(0l O]§')(0& co)0(.(m oajcgjjtsoj 
•AlgT GOJnito 613)008 miss 6)aJ(pjOO]6IT:. 3i T 
o8)fTil6)S06>(66)(!Ca>3 (30OJGfs(0))o ..!

oSjlldOOG ].J|0.

(msrolcrg mj-in

eslsffiOTtmalsrartff... B



Q ( d 6 v O a f \ S 2 o

o )e S ]< s u

^oranaasicu) orasm ororrairao  o iaftOTOi f t ls ra w i'l 
m ilro la e ijcm j. a jo ro Q ia  njo6T5roo®8
og)6in$ OTSiiiaaDjeis otbqo. o m o ra io iu lft^ o  

SlftQgngjgg (TUOCUOObTT) fflffl61T>0. S f\Oil(OOTOll08 0)1 CTO 
ci4 )mr)c;rmQa<fi6 )j(aocQ)1 o f t i ie ir y s o o T i 3 1 ^ 1 (0 0 .0 1 ^ 3  ons 
:&ejrD cftjeo Gcjmigsj gem mo§1o8 co)Loo<8(OQaJTo1ra8
is <oj mo6rr)(So96)SoaD'lff)5nnr)j g>T> ©jflsirooia. gom  
o tb s jo to  f t& j^ o e m o  dfcylsrom) eo_io<e6>lsonjl6)o8 
■ f t  J 6TOTO)' I a  (D CU) 3 o ftSTTgl § f t  6TT̂  S  CQ> dD€> 0 (10 0 C0l1 O J CTOJ 
3T3)(mnDo.

rJT)0... a JO O Jo ...!!!
(JO6T0T0)) a j r m ® )  o jsdfta i gom fto o ^ o m o o m jff le j.
OT3> ©COSH) n / l§ M  6TO)00'3 amOTlOl} fflJOlOCj 63<OJ 

nJlOSlftCQlOtlT) n£)6)fl8 ftbmjftC/S. SlffiJ
ajcuimjdCKirrg Q(oo1raijro1ce6iG&j... oi§>(/8 a j jg g m o c o io ^
5)<e>06n3^j. . je< ei9d a jjo jru jo jC d & e io e is  63o s i m scrf i 
30 50 (0 ^ 6 5 1 3 0 8  s im cg ^ rrn o ij <e>6n3Capc/3 a<o>ocmn»32>
iXOfllJ.... OT3[[QGOQKQ>jgg3. OJ(DJ(TT) O T d ig Jft b ig  CDJU50 
n jlt i i l  rm jIf t f f ll^ lo ^ O T a ija T i} .  o rd jg jftu Se es ) f t^ s l
6)QJ63|3o nj1'3)(T)b‘ID o  61aJGg^(TT)J. (3ra6HT361(Dm1§JCrOJ 

- y o io s  (n jaK Sra rom cs iaeue j.
oranjeruooo ffljoroicmoay ft^ ln-jlm j gprolcprjgg 

si o <8 m  'ft t/3 c0«i o coil 0)\ o si mn o o 3 ftn l coil § j  g g

c tu o & jo 'o ij  ftlscoTofl. a ices ig jo  s n jc r u j ja Q g jo  ^ s j o  
m ffijo  r j j s a y l o S  (.c/DrajjI^prtjlceo^rm cm acuio. (o w  
8<xj09jo (TOioesrJleiocanro^nmj - i^ong  (.c/o&u) o ra s ry o  
‘P js r r l  c a J(T O fm a j6 (DcnocQ)l gptoico ijo  csm oo coosl m srm  
‘ (313) 2310^(5' "OlBGQgO, r^ )6)fT§ SlaJOCTnOffi^jlffiCDj' aglCTPJ 
aJ06T3T3) Oiml 6)610J<fl6)o S)Q(T\^ej1(08 f t O i j  IGQJOfiJJ ftO  
^ lo 3 .  (6U(.(mcD);o csmoo ( c o a u l i , 1 § ]o  rcjgeuflrroitang 630} 
f t 6m l f t C r J 0 e j jo  6 10 0 0 8  (313) izjffijccnro) fts rrg 1 &jocuj1 ©j 
OT>}G§0!) 610008 013)33,0 63CTT)Or\JOO§l6>fiJffl>lej}0 n il 6) (TO 
a ^ m lc e ® ] rn lo l  o rasceeom o oa ile j. ora 5 1  c m  j m icro  
o ra m m  ftoco^o i2foq\)1ejocQ)«n3b)ft06n3 <3raajrro o ^ s k to  
n je j l i j^ b i f t o m r i  csoonjo lG & jftj) s io j  630§o.

m s l t e e i jo ln j :  (srasaciacQijeis mo§lo8 6mrmoro8 
"61 ,-xJO (TO. 0 }G C m T  a^) 6) OT) 0 6) £6) a i l  §1 a_jl G GJ 08  
‘(roGmaDffllej' a r̂mobTTKcSoiDo. oracajoc/S ajlbirm oiaj 
0}<xj(8 ftO C T m lg lG JB ft lG & J 013(05](3161<^JGS6rr§J. (ftQCQ)O  
61(0 )  m lffllb jo ilcn  6 0 10 0 8  oraom  "o r a n r m occT a ^ r ro  
0ruO 8C a JO }o  OJ063T31.

C om m ent: Love  looks  n o t w ith  the eyes  o f no t 
b le s s e d  w ith  fla tte rin g  w ords b u t w ith  the m in d



(DoCDo - 2

nJSji^onJ} mis

aj^a^6)nomro6mct/0oajo rtji^yojruiroilomlraimlcrnj 
6)d05Offn§jojnDe)(ro6)CD;og^2- l(T)6)^ 0(Di  cBgg^ofc^slayrrB"
n̂ (TT) (TUffld(5oJ(0J OJQ6HI3I ejlQJ(8 (TUl<503(TU1mjM flTOSl 
6)rL|§j O(06rno r^o20J06m3lco)(B)06rD a j g ^ n S .  ( o j^ j, 
^a3 og)rm] rjoaujQnajoc/S csm(56mcTXOi2)^. rara^ein  ̂
csTarnlctDQn̂  Ocftatl) «jra6mjcB3jsjo6TU6OT3gacQ)1 
CQJGaJOC/d 6njfTU)6BB§JO rnjGmolOOJJo G la^^ a jjo  
dft,JSJo6ril6OT3glf5d 2)0 (.(0)00 OQil aJJfOJSOBl. cfe6TT§1§J6rr5. 
nfl)rm^06)(0) OT3Ggrir)6)(OTO) <ft,JSJ(0>(03 63(mjo
(0)6)07) a{|)(T)1ce6)OlOQ)1̂ JO(!ail(OJOT)J.

ojojrmnjcolco^ nilejfli (moL(0)1a>t/d) o jaeijo c©aj6)(xj 
s^(om>onr)oaj)l oroj ‘<&(0s J1(d3' <fto^aJ ajnycS6)jnmj6n§. 
fljreGgnn(0T0)l6>n$ (soro^ciDjo (06tt3j  6)o jo 1cd> c&.j§lo&.gjo 
(Orec&G(OTO> OJOla2il(03 «TO)(de&6)Jo C/OQJ^OOtft.OexO) dfcOdyj 
rmj&nS. or>n9dS6)aj§(0) «3Taoj(3te6)j 03(.(U)006)&rooT> (oflol 
ijOlaiOofcOo 63(©JnJGdMd «TOCLI6)(0 «3T0) OJOlCQ)l6)aiO(0)J 
sseonS G(.oj©ln_j1^j(m. (Brscjulcftcscrxoo ©W) c&j§lc&6)g3 
eroo<e6)1 oolfadteeionra ri^(T>ldBeoa2)l^. (sreGajo^oerr) 
6)co)0§sj(oro) ojoloafiffiSrnlcrf) <D06)ie6)aD;jg3|3 (roocruofflo 
nfl)GO©)0 <e>0(0^00(U>i^ aJ(daJCO)06TT). 6T0)0mG6OB0§ 
6)aJ(7T)J. 6>nJ6)§O7)](0)6)OT) CnjoCTXO)! nj^cfKOOO&yl. '0©1^j 
(37d)gl6)(T)GaJ0r^G2)0(S§O 6) sJO }}] ̂ 02)0617). O Jfl^GCI!)

olco) o r o ja i ip c a j j c u o  6)t6]osrr^)gg <ft>lo'ioj fiaMtod ore 
6rr)<ftiO(ti6TT)o. o ru jeo n jo . c& )js jo 6a i(T u n l(0)"
cfoJOOJ^AgJo (ST360T36)CD(TU<&>£LI c9>0©m©(3''3
colcog tfesnnjojcm i, mG<&&3 (gra^oforrn -
<S€)jod (BTacgnrxoTOilRn^ eo©^GCQ)o. <6>jglde-G§o. a rea  
© j6)s eonjlGCD)o 6307)>o <trraaje3<e6) 63©: jlnnoo  a»
C(0)00mlCQ)ky.

(3T3(.nJ(5)1<fti9dlrt5)O0CQ)06n0 ( U ^ ^ j 6)Og Octt 16 (T3T&) 0 , 
dDlGejosoj ajfmffi). (Oro, mj6U(oroi m m sG(oro eeeiog^u 
GBoSd^OOODlOjaDJ. 83Td) Ojolco/lffiO « j js lm  
agt^jOOJGOCQJJo 6307)] GCOOc06)1<Li)§ (OTOQjmi -m
01)1. A3T&) nJ(01©)) OJCQtCnUift 0(0 6)0^ ffl}<8ayaCQ)Olcn) G D I
«5TO)1(o3 (aranilso cnlcf06njeoo<ft.jnD(5) srmorriS ©renlb’OTo ; 
«TO) G(D0§(OTO)l(O3 6T0)0aS J j l § l c  i jOdl)
«rooJl6)S  ml(0$ies>]aJom]§j3 6) 6)U)(0\o n^oV lf^ jsn ? cc/ 
©jmol^J. SOnil^o (T)1O6T0T0) fljtd) {06)73 1 rfhi.G) CU)
©JODI] ag)6)(T? O(T)(T0l(0i. n JCcfci). 63(0
(TUCOO)OoUo ifijjsl r^(T)1cB«J6TT?0CQ)lffi]rrT)( OTTO) d&^g’ 
«3T90J6)a$ (3T302Gi5(66)Jo GaJ^jlc06)Jo W T> 9j( dft.;: ■ %‘r‘ 
ajlc/DJorruo!

(Ollrol^IJGnJOcftiJGfTUOafl (3T320 a£)O)l<06) Ojer, )' 
■<8s]sloQ)rrcJ (.(-uo6rr5aul6)on’ cftoermlay] (Oxrm 40̂ 100.. o:< 
a ig 6 i©  0js6U(Oio)1ejoaDlffijmr)i.

“ goom ] 6T0)0<t3 cno6)§ m l. . . ”  fo m o - f t ; .  O jSb iA .c  
fflSTDo!!! 6(0)00?' ajlrol^jj.

<00(rtJ)l..
a^l^JO oJfflloJOSl<fi»gJO A 'p l6JimB 3TSnJ ' ■' ■

(orm ldU G ^ofoenT ' errooaA 'c ft js la jjrrS  ta jjs rr l ' 
m le ja jlfflrr^  tfto© 6roo o m cn jle jo tee lcax o ) 
mlfflj,o6m(OTofl(©S oooo 6>monoi o^)t<0) cftjog
a£)<m cft)6TT)a&€) CST30J(d<e® onlasuaDol^GtfO)1

“ ^ O D j  6T©)oa3 m o © §  m l. . . ”  63nm.; . 
s o c m  c-^m lte^ j <feyl6TOTO)]gg^.

■T. ,tV .'.':! 1; 'O(3^rJ0m-) OTd;G o :
c&)©o' a^)0m 0(3^a6)Jn_lc&6) GOfcltJ '0..;:00(D;j..r'
a^ rm lg jo  ^ s ltee ijn m a jQ ©  a© } <s>j§j(650'
£jl<Tt5)l<eooa!i G(.nJ©lfxjltS6)jmol^j i^croml'
GQ2)0de<0)l GOJ6TT?.
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The earth so red, so hot 
Hot with fury, with drought 
So furious, so scalped, it gasps,
Gasping it waits, waits and waits.
For the mercy of clouds, black clouds 
To quench her fury, her drought 
After a wait so long it seems 
Coming and they touch the shore 
The clouds so black, so good, so wet 
The earth smiles a smiles, it seems 
Beating the drums, the thunder rolls 
Flashing the light the lightening whips 
Lifting the skirts, the wind play games 
Drenching the grass, the rain makes flood

scorched, the earth loses her temper 
Tete-a-tete with rain she starts.
Hours and days give way for months 
The time to leave the earth then comes 
Shedding the tears and bleeding the heart 
Begging the pardon and pledging 
Next year on early start 
The monsoon, then beats a hasty retreat.
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fficocrylaej cmoajteronjlffllajj 

0OQ)aenGcojo6)ffln3 mlrta^gaajODiccDjo 

<fi>0£i]<38 6>oJO§la2> o Jg O JJo  

^Gcm oafootSciscQtood) moiflBo 

(WcBiCSO IJ CTUJaJn") 6013̂ 3̂ 6)5 

OOnOaJOejl6)̂ j!Pi(Crn61CDJOGroO(3(a2l 
aj<p1(mroo(ocari6)eiGmoo

dft.J563T3lS)CDJ0«)J ai§6>aJO§lmOOQ> 

a Jjg jo  rJ«)rtJ)l GOT)OcB6)l CTUJODo

gfflrooo ofolgoetraimofflj nJlsI 

63fflJ<J1s1 GaJOfa^OTRgnfnlODJo??..,

CCD6U OdBb.SZl. 
M Sc . A g rl .M ic rob io lo g y

eelsaamD̂ alsm̂ ... 32



(0 )t'l6 T T § (^

' 'Q r T j ^  o jcQ jrp )o1cQ )l!ijj  gDcrfl c r u A jg l e J

C n Jo en so arT " e o 6 )§  oSioroofm oaij © ‘’Ifo jao m 'lijrtn jo  

grmerujfujaoap raoHnonJlraoc&Gx/iS gnjffll njorntorrolmocnil 

raan im  nj§em  (.rj c o j  ao m coral on tftgsxaaojteffllanro jo  

ngrooens <maaiG)ajJ (tnoew njrarruj te flgfliiaasrn

(TDiacaKDreiofOjnTjj.

g ij<&06njnD"lo oem lcais'laiijo fD£p«jToi (Bisruj^fEum 

(unnlein^ rdjfcraiaS a iT r in o a ix T u a u la  9Js9© oq®io6T73 

r4)sj®rt5TOOlCQ)6)rysjt&(Qiaairiffljrroj (srarunrfS, ruoaDroGai) 

o s jg g  (ijradlm laruytirujo rara®1eji6>s sne/Ja j (A lauofflE  

sfcrocnijo (sraajm1«5i 6i(runr^" ajmufDOijo

s law oa iam rrg  njafijfflfu jo  tnonru/lcaijo scn ro rru lss rija  

6)aJCnjCQjfflCQ)jo (©CEflmroann&jjgg oBiejano au^nM sl^u .

njlexTD nJrtJioAGODaoflcQ) mogjofctfd, ajl̂ aj[!jrcf)lon̂  
aR l^ g cafltdS  Qojomja sajeil ĵ olauirraira. ojostojo
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"T here is no d o u b t th a t in e xch a n g in g  a se ll-cen tered  
lo r  a selfless life  n r  ga in  en orm o usly  in s e lfe s te e m . The 
vanity o f  the  sel/less. even those w ho p ra c tic e  utm ost 
h u m ility  is bou n d less ."

So said Frio Floffer, in his iconic work. The True 
Belies er. The seminal piece o f work published midway of 
the 20th century clinically examines the phenomenon of 
mass movements. Though from a different era. starkly 
different situation and addressing a phenomenon then 
largely burdened by ideological and political baggage, his 
words still lias resonance in the present era. Me has 
beautifully captured the state o f mind of the participants of 
today's mass mov ement. More than an explosion of long 
pent up frustrations, it turned out to be an awakening o f sorts 
forthe youth and originally had secular objectives. But as is 
commonly said, would dreams die young'.’

It has been said that the second decade of the 21st 
century would be defined by its mass movements and the 
entailing political and historical fallout. I here is no doubt 
that the turmoil tearing across the globe from people's quest 
for salvation from oppression has immense significance 
Firstly, all the movements, right from the Revolution in 
Tunisia and the subsequent Jasmine Revolution to the 
protests across India against rape are unique. They were 
largely leaderless and more importantly free from religious 
or political hues. Though the movements were all invariably 
hijacked in the end by v arious political, religious or other 
power hungry groups they started out as idealistic 
movements consisting of common people and united by- a 
single desire- venting long held frustration against a 
common enemy, in all probability a corrupt establishment.

It is true that there are parallels in history. Our struggle for 
freedom itself was one o f the greatest example for mass 
movements. But a leaderless movement that fails to eel out

of hand anil with a liberal agenda glorifying equaii 

freedom seemed utopian until a lew vein- 

Tiananmen Square protests ot M>sv in 
spontaneous demonstrations In students again- 

i l l s  of the t rov eminent and I ho subsequent b ru t.i . - . ic k f f  

by the state immortalized in  the famous ■ be. 

photographs ol a lone man in a w lute shirt -ua'in: 
against a column of tanks. This particular episo. c.s; • 
eerie resemblance to our present day movemc n 

they were not lead by typical veterans having ■ 

my mind nordid they particularly indulgent in hef 
sorl. They simply wanted reforms and hence tin.
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could capture !lie imaginations of a heterogeneous 
population. however ditVcrent their opinions in other 
mailers

L'OLintries in the M idd le Fn.is.r_ hut also w till a mimher ofother 

movements that have burgeoned m eoLintnes across the 

world o u t  the last couple o f years. In the wake o f the Arah 

Spring, and supposedly drawing inspiration from it, 

dentonstrators occupied the financial centers o fth e  I S and 

kum pe against the insane reir.iincraiion to business 

executives despite the bankruptcy o f companies, huge 

losses ot jobs and n failing eeouoinv And in India itself, the 

anti-rape protests came on the heels o f an anticom iption 

movement, unparalleled in its mass participation, media 

attention, and longevity.

Separated by geography, political context, and the 
triggers that set them off. the piotest movements across 
countries have, nevertheless, been strikingly .similar in 
composition and content. In composition they reflect a

Secondly the movements underscore the huge 
importance ol social media, particularly I aeehook. Ike 
Revolution in kgypt which lead to the downfall ofthe long 
reigning dictator llosni Mubarak and the iconic Tahrir 
Square protests have been even termed as a d aeehook 
Revolution' Resides being, as popularly known, the clued 
method ofcomimmication between the protesters, tliev also 
helped create a unified vision for an otherwise 
heterogeneous youth with largely entrenched differences.
I hey were exposed to ideas and more multi faceted aspects 
ol an issue d hex could now live with and understand it' 
respect otliei views than their own. because in eyher-space 
tnere existed a strange brotherhood in sympathizing with 
causes. fo r once in the annals of history, the entire 
population kept aside their glaring differences in opinion, 
ideology, religion and politics to unite against corruption 
and mdiffeten.ee ofthe state

The leeem massive streets protests against the brutal 
and deadly assault on a young woman in a private bus in 
India capital. New Delhi, have been likened to the Arab 
Spring of India, a definitive turning point in the country's 
political evolution. C learly, in both Us composition and 
content, the protests resonate with, not only the 
revolutionary street demonstrations in early dOll in many

broadening of political mobilization beyond particular 
d isad van tag ed  groups, f l ie t r  p ro tago n is ts  are 
predominantly young, urban, and middle-class, savvy in the 
use of social media as an organizing tool, groups that have 
been only peripherally and intermittently involved in 
political affairs, liven more remarkably, although they have 
occurred in very different political systems and regime 
types, they have all, in one form or another, been focused on 
reform in governance institutions. In authoritarian and 
demoetatie settings alike, discontent has Ibeused on the 
same baste dynamic the failure of the political system to 
deliv er adequate services and opportunities for the majority.
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while catering to the interests of a privileged few. liven 
when protestors have mobilized around very specific issues, 
such as violence against women as in India, underlying their 
demands has been a recognition that the horrific incident in 
Delhi was just symptomatic o f a more fundamental failure 
of got cmance in the country.

The  s im u lta n e ity  and p e rs is te n ce  o f  the 
demonstrations across countries, writ large on the global 
stage, might seem to represent a new phase of political 
evolution. It has been suggested that the Arab Spring 
heralded the beginning of a new social contract one 
founded on an expanded space for \ otcc and participation, 
stronger checks and balances, enhanced transparency, and 
institutions that provide services and opportunities for 
everyone. But. as most of the protest movements are 
realizing, translating outrage on the streets to effective, 
sustainable, and meaningful institutional change that 
addresses the roots oi their disaffection can be formidable 
as much in established democratic settings as in transitional 
ones. In the Middle bast, regime change provided a clear 
and concrete target to focus the efforts o f the protestors, and 
was accomplished with surprising rapidity in some 
countries. But subsequent efforts to build democratic 
institutions, to consolidate the gains of the revolution, and 
build politically and economically inclusive institutions, 
have been a lot more contested. India's democratic setting 
has been quite remarkable in providing the space for a 
plurality o f voices to speak out and be heard, for media 
groups lo expose misgovemance. and civil society and 
citizen groups to demand accountability. But it is also a 
system where decision-making can be chaotic, reaching

consensus or even clarity on solutions elusj- 
gestation period for change very long.

Any discussion on mass movements 

incomplete without the mention ol'the recent K idunkui an 

protests against the nuclear plant. In a y ear u iici ■ 
no shortage of ieonociasm the image of « ; iu  
thronging the beaches with the nuclcai - in 
background and vigilante air lorec planes ■■ 
above them while people formed human pvrain 

caught the imagination of protesters all atoms, wo  

These citizens sought to address a \ en real issue A c  hi Muc

in adopting nuclear energv technologv w i n e  

demonstrated to be both dangerous and nimbi, s 

the much more inexpensive and environiuc 
renewable energy universally acknow ledged i< 

forward. The fact that these protesters were met witi 
indifference from urban India and were iciuk 
rural population misled by foreign agents' 
cracked down by the governments speaks 
seems we have a long way to go forward bein'- 
becomes a democracy were all people haw  i 
when their very existence happens to be at stake

While India’s progressive Right to Ini 

m ultip lic ity o f media groups, and 
sophisticated civil society hav e enabled sign:tli 
on corruption over the last couple of vents : 
consensus on how the system can be 
reformed to address this malaise. And the conn 

of rapes in many parts of the country demon-umi 
building capacity in institutions to effectively hei 
security and services is a challenging and long p ocess [he
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cables that exposed the high handedness with which the 
Americans blatantly violated the sovereignty ol nations 
catapulted Ju lian  Assangc to a cult hero status 
internationally. I.irtle did anyone expect his achievements 
would be surpassed very soon bv an ex-CIA eniployee- 
lidward Snowden who leaked information about atrocious 
I S, British and Israeli espionage activities which caused 
universal outrage. It seems the powers that be did not e\ en 
spare its allies. Revelations that leaders such as Germany’s 
Angela Merkel had their phones tapped by N SA  has caused 
great embarrassment and gigantic diplomatic rows homier 
allies o f the US find themselves in an unhappy marriage. A ll 
this has been set in motion by individuals. Lneouraged by 
these fact, there is now a resurgence- both online and 
offline, o f protests against cronyism anywhere, everywhere. 
Are the Hackers Anonymous- a network of hackers who 
vandalize and infiltrate the digital symbols o f powers and 
official websites- the exponents of free information and 
freedom in cyber space much different from a protestor in 
the street'.’

persistence o f voices lor reform, their durability in staying 
engaged with the govern nice system, and their capacity to 
formulate workable, feasible solutions might determine il 
the protests would translate to lasting, meaningful change.

But already all around us. we could observe the 
optimism crum b ling .. The Jasmine Revolution has all but 
withered aw av.. In Lgypi the elected Morst gov ernment 
has been brought down by an anti-climax. a coup and the 
army is yet again calling the shots. In Syria the movement 
has retrograded mlo a long-winded civil war. Just when the 
media had come to terms with resigning itself to the pre- 
movenients monotony, a fresh tornado of blasphemy came 
to shake the verv ground ofthe world order. The W ik i leaks

It seems the charm of street activism and mass 
movements emanating from a bygone era ol Mahatma 
Gandhi and the freedom struggle has endured- it still 
captures the imagination o fth e  dlst century individual, 
especially since causes of all hues continues to live on...

Sushanth Menon
Kaliisto 09
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<5)joĵ 1 /gjnnojijffis 6)ffisaj^ejsonrtJ5c9iffijrm j.

gocnlexojcxoj GejOc07mnr)oaDj(iuo (3T&ffl<s6BT3o1oo)0(33 
(319(5) S&JCOTOflOOJ ffiQJ6TTilCffl0Q3Jlffl1d961̂ O o£)6)CTT)0(02 
mfiOdnoj^teftBl ojo6rsr5)(s) goaHas rnjizi(D6m"lcQ)mo6rn. 
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O O O ^ O T ) (9 5 0 ^ n il1 d 9 >  ^ Q iS C O

(ftiflsnrrti) 2 5 - 3 0  o j (3raj(grgf 1on)g g la i  ec&jc&§(5rm1©n^ cejOcSoificft. ^ejsCDcoilfflS cucm aogam uS co/oceoauccom0 

&m. 1980 dSbgl^ ^OfSrajlcfo e a a ie jc a ija s  62 aixooocno G JIg ja jg jo . 38 crCKfflffloooo onoern^ojlgtfijgjo a ^ s  

r.M :cQ;iffljm3 rruDorrxuni) 2007-08  (srajoajeajoGiPcea ea&f^ nilgc&c/fi aoocjroio agn<Hlminpim-rmla rr3 41 c/otroaomo 

GTrdjdui ®r&0JCQ)ias cruooroo rooarTu,aj)§t&oil (59 (/aiwaono) cfcogiSceajcfom^o a^jccutw] o^nmj

a o s m o o  (Fig.12 a ^ r m lo j  a o b m j a ) .  C D o e m ^ o jIg d E h g jo s  (GT^ajInjra^OTTBilraS o m ^ s i, dft>;K>jia}g<a>. c o o g lc s a a o  

n^ rm l o jlg ac/S  emsloaxs^oc/S, aooej, A O D jaon j n^om'1 afl<3<6>g3j6)S te^n ijkruBejo

L o e m ^ a o a a l d&>j06rBT5>j ( n j § l a  1 a o C T n j a ) .  1980 A g l f f i S  a a o n jr e io  a ^ r M c r u o e j c c r o f la n j l  28 a o c o a o m G r a r o o g o  c&.rgj

s<6 0 t o 1 r o } r m  a r n x o S o j c a i e j j a a S  2 0 1 0 - 1 1  ( m & iC t D C ^ o e s 'c B a  Q f f lo ro r o io  a ^ r & j l ' x u o e j f o r t j i l a n ^  8 ( / t H w a o m a o w f l  a g o  

b fflT O j. f l 3 w ® j c a J 0 6 ) e j  19 8 0  t& .g l(7T3  a m o r m c io  a ^ o i i l  0 i J c d i « B l c o ] r m  (T O D G JfO T c > la n 3  8 .5  c m a n a u m o  C K O ^ m l o v o w f l t y

0CTT>8&fl®3 2010-11 {^001(2^0(59=00 flTO<m 2,7 L/OfflifflOmtl 302)1 d&jJOSTOTtnj. aejGQJOgjflODJQS G D r D  (tisrr^j OTJ1(.nJCJOO(T)fflOCQ)

e aa d ^ c iilg a fB ia s  nj1mjflj> «̂n1oQ)lR58 aiom a j o a j  (^ o a a o ^ m a a o e r r ) .

Fig.1- Food : Non Food Crop Ratio in Kerala During 1980-81

□  F o o d  C r o p s  

■I N o n  F o o d  C r o p s

Fig.2- Food : Non Food Crop Ratio in Kerala During 2007-08

□  F o o d  C r o p s  

3  N o n  F o o d  C r o p s
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T a b le  1 : A c r e a g e  ratio  *of im p o rtan t  c r o p s  in K e r a la  (%)

OJcflnUo © m g tM n/lm l (T)0g1(Scfti(Do (11 OtP <&{/0}(23Oj oen^

1980-81 27.79 8.49 22.58 1.71 3.75 4.90 x,24

1985-86 23.67 7.08 24.59 1.85 4.24 4.81 11.53

1990-91 18.52 4.85 28.81 2.17 5.58 3.83 1.7 5 O'

1995-96 16.36 3.70 29.80 2.38 6.26 'i nJ . J  / 14 n4

2000-01 11.50 3.79 30.64 3.29 6.69 3.05 L ' ' I )

2005-06 9.24 3.03 30.07 3.9! 7.97 2.62 16.56

2010-11 8.05 2.73 29.10 4.07 6.50 1.66 20,18
'A creage  ratio exp resses  the area under a crop a s  a percentage to the total cropped area during the san e year 

(3 (TO ̂ (D<fh9d0 ©6)OJ(0^(10^631303
moGrT)^Qjl§i&§j6ts tfeS0Ti2c&.aDOo (ftotSniflcfc oj(D]£ao(Tirt5re)l(0  ̂ oj(&nocr)OJj6nr50te®l6)Qa©> !r-a,;i «=&&].,( J i g  
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ojctocto fflTicScurmjo carem^QOco) Gc&>fflgo (sraajcojjQs 80 tfflffiifflommjo caraco  ̂ rruocruoometrrseig •Tr&s5 -j a. a ip Icq j. rm 

63 © j  gnj<sr§oco rruoCTuoomfflOQajffl) tt3Tamjfflajlie6)jom cm m fflroilejoem . tmam^ (TOonrLtoomeanglffli eofcadiru jffl^C D ), 

dOdDl 6rucrcD6)r]Lj§ m saey^rro n ® ® }  mtDJrjffliztociii a o o etJB g jo  cuilffljaomeirragjo 0061122 g s m s l  6Tuoa>1<&<a o. g a o , i>ffl 

smcOTtslm, (tTOj^rrtJiffl gajaJar3m«5TtJ)l(oi gerrgoaii e p s la i}  m jejo r-^iosetrDlcfo ojInjemlaDlfflS gengod&orrii etc .> i. •.. 0 

CQ)}g|3 Oj1SJd961CQ}Oo ffltSCQIJOJOmOCOfl (STOjCCTUJO (TLK&c96)0(3 OWfflldUJfflS d&ailOJfflffltlcal'd&fi} 2011 (20(3^ (3T&)f3̂ o Or)1 CPI ■■ rtJi

6m 6t3T3a^ n^dffli^sjanrolcoxotj o^aio GdBifflgam nlcejtesijgg (tjrafflloa>}6)s ojfflo j aiem^izioaijl d&ijoorDjd&QaH . fflerrgo-Pii 

etAOsnrl G^fflgrarolrcB ^ s j r o i o S  gryccoiotnTee^rm  sscoi. rrujcfflsu, GCTuococDn^mTI «d an etragiois ajiejcoTtK 

(e^ltsejotrudBeJ 3 c o je j n i6 )ff l a jc d d u a rK U je n s o c o if f l ijo  rro iz i1 rd tft,o e j tsotfflto. c tr re ff lijs a jo e ie j. 2010 .tT % cn n jo .

6 )(runJO oCT ii(3  caom jO Trag lfflS  ff l> o lvm o§1e j}6n 5oc i2 r GnJCQOcol a j& J o  Gefofflgraw ilffl?! njijo96iolce6)j rtjil Qj1aiaiiooQ)<t5)}c 

taetgofflj rB^nadsoamo. agirrmlGCOfflo ajoaD jom j, oj^jffl^jffllcjDOctl (sraenoGtdasisjlffltl m la m jg g  exuggfljro i^rr^  csragf j .  

tfejo^joroB Stfcat^ajnrufflijdeogjets 63tP}ces>} (msoatjeitiinnn elnadem lffl^sjrorajnm  (oooiirs'IcQ) fflimlrpn o§

e jje r r l  gPinJn&iOffltajgg [nJOGauolfr. m o o esa g jo  csraslfflooto'pj.deijs&jgjQ mcoajeis e<fcad( ( •. . oe-A-'i-c

eaiocolcefiijift,. n^ tr’ jn j f f l i j c fo g lQ j jo ,  n£)6TT3njctj)}tft,g l£ j}o gerrsoGo/lffl^rrn e tn ja cm jo ilf f lif f le n o  ut>^o6iJ&j<in}6is :. -w rv .c  d  

rsraslraroo form l^y a^cm cuijo (yoGfsucojmoe'm. (gdaiad^mjenjrrulruj'lift.c/d om glcsejO de^jrm ffli^ffijejo sinjoffl^ n lm o en  

fflot/i(tnrtJ)j cunnnj eicejOGrrelfflldeeijcm cu^orUtftcincBJ caoo6trr3cr$ c o o m b s (StSigd r̂rujffltfhSdfficQ) noons c o o l a o le ^ c e tin o  

Lnjcsffl^c&n^, 6)oJO(roj(TUoriffl6m(tJTt55lmoca)1 n $ o a j}o a ) l« > o  (troffllaDjo, cstnoctjinajjo mmtlibjCTn ajerajobrj. arxolcn) v 

(t3i&t(.CTLD, fflxzfltproos o ^ am l rruofrunameaTBglffl&j c&>(5nad<&iffl}o, ajn^s(tooffl)1ra^ rgt&3d.\<Tj1g<&g}6>s ta^nsT Dilfflr ttiIctt 

caoolGrvjOQ^ffl^oerr^lffllcSfirjrm fmorLOnjra^tcToflffl® csc&>fflg(trra>l6)£j S tfiiS^G jIgtftg^eis ^ r^ le o /to r i i.re.nm  a o a  

o jg o ffl cojffljfflHomocoj (.aJta^on&ioffltetjacrS gen^Otee^sicinTi raieicm dSjffljeffltsrrglciylfflldeeii'T’v .

8ffllS6)0TTO30|S®TtS'„.
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CD l(M J<U)G0(dCU9^Q lG J0(STS) aEbO(3c&fld9:> 00 CQ) 673T3 C/3
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th ^  -iidcfbfcTrC 65 I g r u i O J Q B  m 1 ^ ^ T U j1 ( i3 )® 0 (6 « lC Q )l§ ]6Trf n£)(Tf) m O o  0TU2£Q(o1e a j  (0)1(3] spfTC;', (Q) IOQ J fOOtTT) a ^ O C J Jo

c fe j& jl^ le jo ji^ g  (TUorruQomooern' g»a»3cm A je j l  OtfcoSjfffTODajc truaayfcrm «&,•.nadT

(Gr3)6)§ ^ (T dotjo  (o^ceomo m jotfi(trtooern . nQ onjjau/lt& o ce>0(5aiil<&, exoo flc^  (BradjcnjrofiHRC/S m j^ndsl

■ooim) iul§(&jgObm  ocD^yjo, i2(0aj1m'l(D);o. •.u>:,o ĵ<fi>oocQ) ayLfroo j^ iee fQ em storo =5:<*ig n^im lfd^ao ie,;o>u:6wr«* 

bI3b!&j jo 6)ajo1coi (oj6TT5j(oj6n?ocnj1 rftjlSceo;oTi e jo la s jo . e^aitejiajilcw^ws [n-iaflj^Atomc/iJ a je jfL jo , 

( lu f . fT r o a j f ir f c e e x o e T D o  65 (0 ] t i i I b j ©  n r u j f j c n o  o o i f f l n a o e iT ) .  1 9 9 5 - 9 6  Q i m t c f l c & s n g g  o & a & j ^ e j ^ a j ’r a iT t c i .  t f e tp le ro w )  i s  o j (3 a s t io

.^ n a jiijleu a ji.u i m<3oHo [curod vt>o>o</o©l 3.3d c/tKWiacicno oji^raucnojjeniocaiGnjoaS geuajnm rnjoom

moan ojfSauairijjensocQjio oeryolraS aoiffiiaob-rff. (3ra«to]6>s cJlej(QJl©8 e a jo ]o  o© j crocotaomo oj(Saumaj]iao[<ffltao 

i>n )]6TT5(0(DH0') f r U J O e O O j l i b f f lO d O J o .  (O ) l< f t i^ j ]o  ( S IT U a D  (313)31> O C T y f lJ ( 2 n J0 6 )e iC U > ]g g 3  Q j l (3 t0 > g )G f c L ,e 6 )  d & i l i . i 49c9 i (3 (ff fk o lC Q J] 

njonrS g o © )  spscoiotefil. a^cnnoraiJ. e&oc/n] 6)<ej0S]rsra)0(c8 Cajoaijo  oraffllcQ)]GSCQ)]o. rjcaiolGa^cQ)]o. oj^ce6io1au]Gs 

OQ1 ] 0 . tD O a y 1 C J , J !G S C O J ] o .  n J 0 e j k f T $ < H l ] o ,  f f ! ] § (D J ] f f iS C D ) ]o  G T D f f l e j S ^ o  f f lo l  d & S ^ O n O O O j I ^  n £ ) (m (T O  f f l& JC O T D g 'ib H U ’ (3 T 3 e j§ l  

(O  ] S  63131 a l ) ^ ] ^ .

F ig . 3 Gd&(Dg3«ms)l6)£j a  dlnn casing £>&jnjo<3mtJ)ejaj]o. 

geJaJfmaTroirirr)] a ielteeijcm  a ileK n )]o : £5®] (ooronnai^o
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oJ§T(fi32. Gd03CDg3(trafl6)ai <fe«ioiite3 65n̂  gejnJOGOnailejaijo, gejfiJCTnrartrTlmj ejrsilieojcm nJlejaujo: (oioroamâ o

Year
Farm Cultivation 

Cost 
(1952-53-100)

Price received by 
the fanner 

(1952-53-100)

Price paid b\ the 
fanner 

(1952-53-100)

Parity index
1" 0'

1991-92 1910 1315 1435 91.64

1992-93 2255 I486 1646 90.28

1993-94 2579 1494 1834 81.46

1994-95 2891 1582 2057 76 4 1

1995-96 3212 1802 2331 5 1

1996-97 3928 2079 2666 77.98

1997-98 4571 2486 3007 82.<C

1998-99 4895 2447 3212 '9\ 8

1999-00 5556 2907 3532 82. '0

2000-01 6173 2492 3836 64.46

2001-02 6584 1927 4048 47.: (j

2002-03 6684 1999 4123 48.'0

2003-04 7056 2454 4295 77.14

2004-05 7360 2651 4459 59.45

2005-06 7703 2440 4640 52.59

2006-07 8309 2474 4947 50.nl

2007-08 9135 2746 5288 5 1.97

2008-09 10036 3167 5837 54.26

2009-10 11468 3083 6460 47."2

2010-11 12824 3727 7135 82.24

(3 T d a je jo 6 T iio  : m jo c ru Q o c n ^ o c n lo c / ) (S6ruo(3ru5

tgirs(05j ( Jo J06)ej mo, c a f le ra r t J)  50 mfiJnadesngsoco/l s o r ro ^ a S  tSjOcSaadltft. so eue j ctu jcd jo  j to y o n jr o fo ' 

6)6)cftajfflliee)jOT)(;5)1cejc&6)j^ aj t̂cnOTJcculrofi t&.o(3oai1c8> mlrjemmrarailcf) ^(SaiTlrfJci^rm rj(o1co6mfo<xj>; 

c n ^ a jio  m (5 d A T (Q )l(D jnT )l^ , <4J)^p a j(tfla jos lift> g )o . m cQ jem g^o s m rm o ^ ^ o m c& iin m a - f lo r ) ore or ; r_ .mi.;: ar> 

*o(3oajlde, g&jnJOGano a jc b ra jJla jl^ ja jo m ig g  fi5)1(.mcuoiZ)6!jr3§1&)ocD)l(Djnmj. ce^enjroi so oj^anojr 

gt&ad^ cooon, gejojoncno rooeflrogl ajflJradlaajjBjlaijo, sdotiIkjS (cdujom njee^njarflij <83«inU(&> <*h. •.-..,, • i...6nn<B * 

c9i0(inii1c&i ajrojoorrKsmo. s Io jIrs )  mlejojoffiCfao gaD(3(Tnro)jmo(rol®§ rjaosciyQrysjifriCQijo, o o l i j  a >  j  ‘ > aiise-.? . ;  

(BTOjcrilcrnjaijggi tftjs jfoo S  (O ik ^ s l^ o d  (troajc&dM) <ja)(oles6n2 ffi)oeo)jo a irm j. ^ ir jA o ro cn ig g  - m .  1 f*r

LajajorDtftoroemo 6)Q^j6)^|§ ganJoram m tdfiom ajIrnm jrruiOTO oco)! tft(3nii<ft,6)ro cnjssKm oceeoralrojrrn^ \< 

(iDjOcejglej^^g gDscrflejdKiorajas n-ijrajerntOTtnlssd crflrmjo ano®caAfl(B€>jojon3 dfetPlcooG)®) njornfrnjooerf

ŝ searonffllsttmiL
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63§j<zfl<06) c ru o iru £ io c T )6 u r3 g 1 e jjo  d fc oriJn ijliS j c n s a in a je n o  L ^ ^ ^ f ^ r o s ^ u & t e e i o o o f l  a o c l o j c a J t e a j n n  (o j a , © o o c r m io

n jf iU R n 1 (H )j6 )s  o j g e x o  ( m j ^ a o c o j  63® } rs o to o  iao(«J>i206r o .  g D fljf l© n $  b o j  u o c s x a o c o o  s a j o e j j a  < fo0(3n tn<& , o j l a j s m m o j j

o o a u l  enjrruj©rLj§ marmn^emeij iao&sooeail  aoolajOQJceaj^rsaso, aJlejaja>1cd)(66)©(x|SjIftl(SCQJ0 © ^ ^ jc T D le j .

C c f t f f ig o  g o j o s ) & i c n o e r r^ a ilg if l& c r t }  o_n1oaJ<j&fflocQ)1 < i 9 ) ^ n i f l © i j < § | a ( ^ s j f m  m jo 'T u n o m f a T O j  c n j o e j j o

( ij(S(5)^cfe dft.o(3rfljl(e> ojIrdemrotryaj^ftrrmmeHTBcrdcea nQ aajO o jm aao, arofls^ctnjcao cnccStftjomraflnnjgg b ® }

a u o a n a i o m a l ^  afl)om<m rolaSf30(0!><e><i>iaoca> ajaij<ro;j«j>oa)06TT>. mon9d6TDflJ§ c m o g o i i g ?  cftcm'liSd©^ 2009 o a j
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B r e a d 1 ohj& L ife

Squatting on (lie floor 
Wondering what to do,
Fried hard to drive o ff 

The descending lassitude 
Implored Lord, “please bless the Land" 

Reminisced those happy days 
When children ran hell mell 
When fun and frolic filled home 
When I had held my head 
High in pride.
Felt the golden grains 
And announced "its t im e"

W hen I saw the fields 
And w ondered at my worthy life 
W hen plants bowed with time 
And made my heart small with joy  
W hen 1 stood drenching.
In the pelting rain that rightly came. 
When 1 pulled my foot 
From the muddy land 
And felt the replenishing thrill

when officials shook my hand 
and patted me with brim m ing pride 
But now,
Everything is dull and brown 
Cracked fields every where 
Drying plants standing bare 
Leaders d id n 't  notice it 
No longer did they praise it 
1 d on 't  know what to m ake o f  it 
But my land will fail never.
My land that told thousand tales 
My land that fed thousand m ouths 
Land that spoke love and life 
But it will a lways hold my feet 
M any might w eep and som e would yell 
But I ’ll simply pray and fight 
‘My land, my soil win me 
bread and life'
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W h y  d o  w e  act  th e  w a y  w e  a c t?  O r  

rather,  w h y  d o  w e  t e n d  to  live th e  

ives w e  c o n s id e r  n o r m a l  e v e n  

t h o u g h  it s e e m s  to  us to  be  

u n b e a r a b l y  m o n o t o n o u s ?  T h a t  

q u e s t io n  ta k e s  us t o  a n o t h e r  e v e n  

m o r e  im p o r t a n t  q u e s t io n -  w h y  

has th e  m o d e r n  w o r ld  w ith  all its 

a d v a n c e s  a l lo w e d  th e  lives o f  

h u m a n i t y  to  b e c o m e  'u n b e a r a b ly  

m o n o t o n o u s ' ?  Is it in h e r e n t  in us, 

a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  h u m a n  

n a t u r e  t o  a l lo w  h im s e l f  t o  be  

u n s a t is f ie d ,  d e p r e s s e d ,  b o r e d  a n d  

u n fu l f i l le d  t o  sa t is fy  s o m e  soc ia l  

n o r m ?  Is o u r  in a b i l i ty  to  c h a s e  o u r  

' d r e a m s '  th e  r e a s o n  w h y  so  m a n y  

o f  o u r  b e st  b r a in s  a n d  n e g le c t e d  

o n e s  a re  d r iv e n  to  d o  th e  m o s t  

i r r a t i o n a l  y e t  c o m m o n p l a c e  

p ra c t ic e s  su c h  as  s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e  

a n d  s u ic id e ?

T h e  fa c t  is th a t  a lo t  o f  t h e  th in g s  

p e o p l e  d o  n o w a d a y s  w o u ld  s e e m  

to  be  u n f a t h o m a b l y  ir ra t io n a l  to  

us if w e  t r ie d  to  s t o p  a n d  take  

n o t ic e .  W h a t  a re  'w e ',  th e  o n ly  

t h in k in g  s p e c ie s  a r o u n d ?  W h y  d o  

w e  h a v e  to  b e  re st less  o r  d u l l?  

W h y  is t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  ca l led  

s e lf  a c tu a l iz a t io n  o u t  o f  re a c h  fo r  

t h e  v a s t  m a jo r i t y  o f  h u m a n i t y ?  

W h y  is it th a t  t h o s e  g re a t  p e o p le  

w h o  w e  c o n s id e r  t o  h a v e  a c h ie v e d  

t h e  so ca l le d  se lf  a c tu a l iz a t io n  tu rn  

o u t  to  h a v e  led  u n h a p p y  p e rs o n a l  

l i v e s  i n s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h e i r  

a c h ie v e m e n t s ?  W h a t  is in fact  

h a p p in e s s ?  W h y  is it th a t  o u r  

h a p p i n e s s  t u r n s  o u t  t o  b e  

s u p e r f lu o u s  o n  c o n t e m p l a t i o n ?  

W h y  a re  w e  a fra id  t o  c h a s e  o u r  

d r e a m s ?  W h y  d o e s  e n g a g in g  in 

c o n s t r u c t iv e  p u rs u its  th a t  w o u ld  

m a k e  u s  h a p p y  s e e m  m o r e

d if f icu l t  to  us t h a n  re s o r t in g  to  

a d d i c t io n s  o f  all s o r t s ?  W h y  are  

t h e  a d d ic t io n s  th a t  m o d e r n  w o r ld  

o f f e r  s u c c e s s fu l  in s h o r t  c h a n g in g  

u s ?  W h y  d o e s  t h e  F ra n k e n s te in  

m o n s t e r s  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  w o r ld  

s u c h  as  a lc o h o l ,  s m o k in g ,  d rug s ,  

c h e m ic a ls ,  p o r n o g r a p h y ,  m o b i le  

p h o n e s  o r  e v e n  t h e  f a c e b o o k  

c o n t in u e  t o  h o ld  s w a y  o v e r  us?  

W h y  is t h a t  s o m e  o f  o u r  best  

b ra in s  b e l ie v e  t h a t  s u b s ta n c e s -  

t o b a c c o ,  a l c o h o l ,  c a n n a b i s ,  

s y n th e t ic  d ru g s  a n d  o t h e r s  a re  th e  

elix ir  t o  t h e i r  c re a t iv i ty ?  W h y  are

w e  u n b e a r a b ly  b u r d e n e d  by  p e t ty  

fa i lu re s  a n d  h a b its  a n d  fail to  

b r e a k  t h e  c h a in s  t h a t  h o ld  us to  

t h e  g r o u n d ?  W h a t  is b a s ic a l ly  o u r  

p r o b le m ?

W h e n  s u c h  a t o r r e n t  o f  q u e s t io n s  

t r o u b le s  us, w e  a re  in v a r ia b ly  

d r iv e n  t o  f in d  a n  a n s w e r  th a t  

w o u l d  m a k e  s e n s e  o f  all t h e  

n o n s e n s ic a l  f a rc e  w e  s e e m  to  h a v e  

t a n g le d  o u r s e lv e s  in. O f  all t h e  

t h e o r ie s  p u t  f o r w a r d  t o  e x p la in  

t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  a n d  

u n n e c e s s a r y  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  

l iv ing a m o d e r n  life, o n e  o f  t h e
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m o s t  f a s c in a t in g  a n d  sa t is fy in g  

t h e o r y  c o m e s  f r o m  a p i o n e e r  in 

s o c io b io lo g y ,  D e s m o n d  M o r r i s  

w ith  his b o o k  The Human Zoo. 
T h e  b o o k  is a l l  t h e  m o r e  

i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  it s u b t l y  

in t e r p r e t s  t h e  m o d e r n  w a y  o f  life, 

b u t  b e c a u s e  t h o u g h  o n l y  

m e n t i o n e d  in p a s s in g ,  it s h e d s  

m o r e  light t h a n  m o s t  b o o k s  as  to  

w h y  w e  as a s p e c ie s  a re  m o r e  

a d d i c t e d  to  all s o r t  o f  th in g s  e v e n  

t h o u g h  t h e y  o n ly  a g g ra v a te  o u r  

p r e c a r io u s  m e n t a l  d e p r e s s io n s  o f  

all so r ts  fu r th e r .

E v e n  t h o u g h  m a n  c o n s i d e r s  

h im s e l f  t o  be  s u p e r i o r  to  a n im a ls ,  

h e  in  f a c t  h a s  n o t  e v o l v e d  

b io lo g ic a l ly  as fa st  as  h e  h a s  

e v o lv e d  in in te l l ig e n c e .  T h u s ,  w e  

a re  still th e  t r iba l  c a v e  d w e l le r s  

o u r  a n c e s to r s  w e r e ,  b u t  w e  a re  

t r a p p e d  in a zo o -  t h e  m y r ia d  

c o n s t ra in ts  o f  soc ie ty .  W e  b e h a v e  

a n a l o g o u s l y  t o  a n  a n i m a l  in  

cap t iv ity .  W h y  e ls e  w o u ld  w e  

o b s e s s e d  w ith  s o  m a n y  th in g s  

th a t  w e  d o  n o t  a c tu a l ly  n e e d  t o  be  

b o t h e r e d  w i t h  a t  a l l ?  O u r  

d e v e l o p e d  a n d  u r b a n e  

e n v i r o n m e n t  s e e m s  n o t  so  m u c h  

a c o n c r e t e  ju n g le  as  it d o e s  a 

h u m a n  z o o .  A n i m a l s  d o  n o t  

n o r m a l ly  e x h ib i t  stress ,  r a n d o m  

v io le n c e ,  a n d  e r ra t ic  b e h a v io r  

unti l  t h e y  a re  c o n f in e d .  S im ilarly ,  

t h e  h u m a n  p r o p e n s i t y  t o w a r d  

a n t i s o c i a l  a n d  s o c i o p a t h i c  

b e h a v io r  is in te n s i f ie d  in t o d a y s  

cities. M o r r i s  a r g u e s  t h a t  w e  a re  

b io lo g ic a l ly  still  t r ib a l  a n d  ill- 

e q u i p p e d  t o  t h r i v e  in  t h e  

i m p e r s o n a l  u r b a n  s p r a w l .  A s  

im p o r t a n t  a n d  m e a n in g f u l  t o d a y  

as it w a s  a q u a r t e r - c e n t u r y  ago,  

The Human Zoo  s o u n d s  a n  u r g e n t  

w a r n in g  a n d  p r o v id e s  s ta rt l ing  

i n s i g h t  in t o  o u r  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

c o m p le x  lives. T h e  m o s t  t ra g ic  

e v e n t  in t h e  h is to ry  o f  h u m a n  

k ind ,  w e  c o u ld  d e f in i t e ly  a rg u e ,  is 

th a t  in t h e  im p e r s o n a l  w o r ld  he  

f o u n d  h im s e l f  in o r d e r  to  b e

e n g a g e d  in s o m e  f o r m  o f  activity,  

a b io lo g ic a l  n e e d  in fact,  he  ha s  

s o m e t i m e s  r e p l a c e d  p u rs u it  o f  

c re a t iv i ty  a n d  d is c o v e r y  w ith  th e  

rat race  f o r  s ta tus .  T h is  rat ra c e  is 

n e v e r  s a t is fy in g  b u t  an  u n - e n d in g  

va in  m a n ia  to  p le a s e  o t h e r s  o r  

e x h ib i t  s u p e r i o r i t y  o v e r  o th e rs ,  

i.e, e x h ib i t io n is m .

T h a t  t h e o r y  s e e m s  a lr igh t ,  b ut  

th e n  it w o u ld  m e a n  th a t  w e  are  

d o o m e d .  B u t  it is n o t  so. As  

M o r r i s  says t h e  p r o b l e m s  s ta r te d  

o n c e  t h e  e a r ly  c a v e  d w e l le r  t o o k  

to  a g r ic u l t u r e  a n d  g r a d u a l ly  as  

s o c i e t y  d e v e l o p e d  d i f f e r e n t  

p e o p le  t o o k  to  d i f fe r e n t  tasks .  N o  

lo n g e r  d id  o n e  r e q u i r e  t o  s p e n d  

all h is  t im e  d o in g  all s o r ts  o f  

th in g s .  H e  c o u ld  d o  ju st  t h e  ro le  

a s s ig n e d  t o  h im  a n d  h a v e  lo ts  o f  

f re e  t im e .  T h u s  a u n iv e r s e  o f  

o p p o r t u n i t ie s  w a s  o p e n  to  e a c h  

in d iv id u a l  in s oc ie ty .  H e  h a d  th e  

a d v a n t a g e  o f  l e i s u r e l y  t i m e ,  

w h ic h  h e  c o u ld  u s e  f o r  c re a t iv e  

p u rsu its  a n d  t h u s  t h e  g lo r io u s  

s a g a  o f  h u m a n  k i n d  c o u l d  

c o m m e n c e .  B u t  t h e r e  w a s  a lop  

s id e  to  th is  n e w  s itu a t io n .  T h e  

le is u re ly  t im e ,  w a s  m is u s e d  in t h e  

w o r s t  o f  w a y s  t h a t  c o u ld  never,  

alas,  m e a n  a n y t h in g  at all in th e  

e n d .  T h e  e x h i b i t i o n i s m  w e  

m e n t i o n e d  e a r l ie r  h u r t  us  to  n o  

e n d .  W e  a re  still n o w  e n g a g e d  so  

g ro s s ly  in f e e d in g  o u r  e g o s  th a t  

w e  fo rg e t  t h e  thr i l l  o f  a le a p .  A  

le a p  in t o  t h e  b e y o n d ,  k n o w in g  

n o t  w h a t  w o u ld  a w a i t  us o n  th e  

o t h e r  h a n d .  W e  m iss  g re a t ly  th e  

t h e  a d r e n a l i n e  r u s h ,  t h a t  

p r im e v a l  jo y  th a t  o u r  a n c e s t o r s  

w o u l d  h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e d  w h e n  

fa c e  t o  f a c e  w ith  n a tu r e ,  e v e n  in 

e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  t h e  f u r y  o f  

n a t u r e .  Y et ,  w e  a d m i r e  a n d  

s o m e t i m e s  e n v y  t h o s e  w h o  d o  

ta k e  t h e  le a p .  W e  m ig h t  n o t  

f o l lo w  in t h e i r  f o o t s t e p s ,  b e c a u s e  

it w o u ld  m e a n  th a t  w e  w o u ld  

h a v e  to  s a c r i f ic e  a lot o f  th in g s  w e  

s u p p o s e  t o  be  im p o r t a n t ,  b u t  in

s o ls a if f lw ff lls f ln z L

a c tu a l i t y  are s u p e r f lu ou s  
p re te n s io n s .  In short  we 
subs t i tu te  c r e a t i v i t y  w ith  
a d d i c t i o n s .  In t ime  t h e s e  
a d d i c t i o n s  b e c o m e  s o  
unbearable that we turn to 
addiction to substance. T his is the 
most important part of all, 
because  we now ac tua l l y  
decipher the psychology < f 
substance abuse for creativity. 
The youth has historically boie 
the brunt the scourge of 
addiction, because engaging n 
creative pursuits he find himself 
c o n f in e d  by all k inds of 
inhibi t ions.  But inspite of 
attemptingto surmount them, he 
has resigned himself to convince 
himself to be helpless and turn to 
something he does not ful y 
understand, anything that brings 
pleasure. The substance nicotine 
, a l coho l ,  LSD, cannab is ,  
marijuana, heroin, whatever, 
would seem to the user to be 
some sort of  savior . The 
substance is labeled the liberator 
by the addict, even tnough it 
torments him to no end. In time 
the purpose vanishes, instead of 
creativity all that remains wouic 
be hopelessnessand oblivion. .
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Rain... I love rain... 
Rain, rain come again... what 
was the second line...? No, It 
sh o u ld  be, R ain , ra in  go 
away... this one is bad, violent, 
pouring down as if giving vent 
to b itter feelings, letting out its 
fury on the seemingly helpless 
Its raining like anything... 
m ak in g  my bicycle  wet... 
should ask Mom if I can take it 
to the  park tomorrow...

W hat is this? Music? Oh! As 
usual... the fight m ust be 
over...

W hat do they fight about? 
D o n ’t k n o w . . .  c a n ' t  a sk  
Pappa... Mom wont tell... says 
I am not old enough do know... 
next m onth I’ll be 5  years old. 
Last time there  w asn’t even a 
cake. Pappa, d runk  as usual 
had beaten up Mom and she 
was in the hospital...I still 
remember... there  was blood

all over th e  floor. R iya’s 
m um m y said “Poor boy"... I 
do n ’t like her...

This b ir thday  if Mom asks 
me w hat 1 w an’t I'll tell her I 
wan't them  to stop fighting... 
c an ’t tell Pappa... Pappa gets 
angry easily... I love Pappa but 
I d on ’t like going near him 
when he has that bad smell 
about him... his eyes will be 
red and  he will have that 
terrifying look on the face 
then...

“Aby...”
Mom is calling... but 1 w on’t 

go... Aby won't go... nobody 
loves Aby... Aby won't go...

"Aby... Aby"
I might as well go down... 

feelinghungry...
“Aby... Aby... ah, there you 

are. It’s past 1 1 . Go to bed 
now!"

Hmm... b ed t im e  but I am

not feeling sleepy... ts no use 
telling her now...

Mom looks at m e  . m 1st 

have been crying... s h o u l d  

have come before... but  it is of 

no use... whenev er 1 go  lies de 
her. she will shot  m e  off  

saying 1 am a kid G r a n d m a  

never used to do that  .. I t s  so 

cold... I will take th e  b la n ke t  

from the cupboard.
H m m m .. .  n o w  it f e e l s  

better... Pappa b o u g h t  hi 

blanket from Delhi. ( i r a n d m a .  

G randm a loved m e . ,  s h e  u s ed  

to play with me, s h e  u s e d  do  

stay with us... but then o n e  da  \ 

she bad bad pain in h e r  chest  

and was taken to the h os pi t a l  

and she never c a m e  hack . . .  

Mom told me s h e  w e n t  to a 

distant land and w o n  t c o m e  

back... how could s h e  g o  l ike 

that without e v e n  t e l l in g  

Abv... G randm a do s e n ' t  love

e s l s a o r a ^ f f l l s r f .

9 7



m e ... nobody loves Aby... Aby 
is a bad boy... Nobody loves 
Aby.. Aby is a...

Outside the rain poured 
down as if it would never 
s top . T he  sky p r o te s t e d  
thunderously  while the rain 
continued splashing against 
the window.

“J e n n i f e r . . . J e n n i f e r . . .  
open  the  door, Jen ny .. ."  
w h a t ’s th is  now? P ap p a  
calling. W here’s Mom? Oh! 
S o  s h e  s l e p t  w i t h  m e  

y es te rd ay ... But why has she 
locked the door...? "Mom

wake up. Pappa is calling” ... 
what is time now... The small 
needle in between 7 and 8 . . .  

So let me think... It should be 
past 7 ... Mom gets up at 6 
u s u a l l y . . .  n o w  w h a t  

happened? Must be tired... 
A fte r  y e s te rd a y s  f igh t. . . ,  
“Jennifer...”

“Mom wake up... Mom..." 
why isn't she getting up? 
“M om...” God, her hands are 
so cold...” “Mom... wake u p ” 
Must be really, really tired... 
she is so stiff... must be the 
weather... I t ’s really, really

cold outside... “Here Mom... 
take the blanket... 1 will wrap 
it a round  you ...there  done...”

“Jennifer.. .”
No Pappa... don ’t call... 

she is t ired ... too tired.
Outside the skies kept on 

weeping.

R e m z e e n a  A . 
F a lc o n z  12
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(5}6)(5)CTO a)1'T5)1ĵ j <0T3CD)OC/8 (5)6)0$

oj o c q ) o j a i o  o a *  a a s  eoro }

б)aJ0(515)1(^jlslaJ}. 

C/O6OJ(3Q}6T13O(06)O6)(5) Lf3}(5)(/)(0>1

00)1(58 aJO(5)G'D>Ort)G(515)(06) aja1<06)} 

(TO (5)10)1 SOD)' (58 (5)1(516)61515)0 0 0 }

G0)0(06)1. (013, (318^(030(0)08 c 0 3 }£

s a ls a o ro ^ fflls ® !# .
100



roroftanjji ^nannle/laS (ftaaolrnlcrn 

oaggroro lcfijaeg  a jo s jrm  A c w a j  

roacQJOgjGis (ft3ejj<ft.e)g n je jm ian  

(3)0(66)1.

n^)fra06TD«5)?

(S%roDnr)ro^?

cegooron© srilfDlasronBosl. roa<mj 

fijceeggm ro le in j} s ) 6 ) * o j (o1qq)1gj3 

a j ls l^ j jm ln n n j  c m o a e g e a u o t©

o JO C Q )(C So _| ija ilJo  «D (0 J §1 6) 0$ 

a io ja j jo  a>&j©<m aa igg flrro l© ©  

(06TT§J 6)6)d&(0>l/S ag6TO3l6)n-jO63T3jan0 

(Q106TT1  tfterew). m*> izimjoad^Qnjj 

aJJgJfflJ6TTiOCCyl6)ifi6)06n§1cOJCrT) 630§ 

6TO3C© [cfefflo 6)<0>ol t&>raOQflefiJ<66>2

ro le sra l. r o a r o k ©  m em lco j cd I& ioq j 
m1&jciDl^|06)(mm1crf) ro ig g lc & a g l 

^  j .  a r u g g m o ilc & jQ c e e s jC T T ij  

aJOSO O m O CO J 60T3 (S OJ A ;  CD0 <0(©

rom lad ) m 1 rm )ja jo m o lca il^ G ^ jo

n )̂ (S Cm 0 (© (313) ̂ . (UT&) 6)6)(&ic&i(©

(66rr§io caj'pjojmociul ae jro ro lro i 

moQO)j(Tn<B)}aj®<D roacojoc© csajrom 

(Q)OenJ06)ej mlCTDj. afl)<m1§ OWiOJo 

CTUf2lrd(OTTOl6)^|rmj LQ(DCTlj1eJOo&6)l, 

£QS QOS'd06)16)5 roflffll6TOT3)JGmO(66)1 

6)aG)06nt roraciDot© ro a cn ia j^ o m j 

a .s rm j.  roaaiiogle^joc©  c x o l^ a jo  

emjo. <figao<D6>njj amcnjlcu© qjsucdI  

^jormro. tmcolfomlgjororo 63©j tumj 

n!ld^6)(T  ̂ 6)6)tfed&3C/& [2g6ro3]6}ciJ06TO3l. 

(.(/olcsajonilejlei&j a jita in n a jra lo n g  

ro lc s ra o u o o m o  ro a c ru o g jG )S  d m

cpjlsimcara) f3sl(3r>&jcftO(SD6)a^ cxoem 

ei(23CTnGoJDQej ro6irm c u l s o e r o
rJlrro jseScm }.

roaco)oc© roonmaDocQjIffllce^jtsfflo 

nil(.cooD6)£Qsjrororo? fgj)E&l6)£jaro1rn 

co)oo3 aggrorolra© ĵ o s I ?
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A ge is a strange thing
Standing forlorn in the confines of the present 
You start wondering what preceded 

Because neither memory nor contemplations 
would even begin explaining what happened.
It is true that we live only once 
And the roads that we once travelled 
Would never ever be the same again 
And that we are here only once 
for time and distance never cross path 
However much ages be gone 
We would never be here again 
And when time has passed 
I would be a stranger unto myself 
And I would be consumed with a fire 
To make sense of who I was 
Or who I aspired to be 
Because now the child who longed for you 
Is no longer here, and it has been replaced by me 
And I cannot fathom who it was 
Or believe those who tell me it was indeed I 
who longed for you, who worshipped you 
Because just as I have failed to recognize old faces 
Your betrayal has meant I recognize not my old selves...

Auxillo D iaz  M arcel
Nakshathra '11
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It was 6 am when the bus 
shrieked to a halt. A ll the 
window panes were shut 

tight to shield from the wintry 
chill. I pulled the drapes and 
pushed the glass panes gently to 
let the chilly air to rush in. The air 
was absolutely fresh and had a 
faint aroma of the wild narcissus, 
blooming apples and peaches, 
typical o f the mid spring season 
in high hills of the Himalayas. 
The cool, moist breeze, caressed 
by the waters of the Beas, 
brushed past my drooping eyelids 
to remind that I had reached 
Manali. As it was a night journey.

I was deprived o f the visual feast 
of the rugged mountains, narrow' 
s tream s gu sh in g  th rough  
boulders and pebbles and the 
scarlet rhododendrons trying in 
vain to sneak out through the lush 
greenery. It also dawned on me 
that 1 was half way of my 
destination -My maiden trip to 
Ladakh- the abode of Gods, the 
land where the mountains kissed 
the clouds!

Manali offers accommo 
dation to travellers from all w alks 
o f life, right from the dingy 
confines of the ‘Dharamsalus’ to 
the cosy comforts o f luxurious

hotels. A  warm show -r and hot 
‘aloo parathas' took the slim net 
of a tiresome journey away from 
me. i pulled the curtain drapes 
and a quick peep through the 
window showed me one of the 
most marvelous sights I had ever 
seen-there stood Manali. wit! ah 
her glory in the font o f go hie 
cottages, alpine vegetation, the 
frothy Beas. gently lashing 
against the pebbles and the 
people, though calmer in nature 
but with colourful attires, slowly 
trickling onto the streets And 
nows with a near to full belly, a 

mind so tranquil and pensne. I



slowly started dozing off and then 
slipped into a deep sleep.

Wandering through the 
streets in the afternoon was a 
pleasant experience as the 
chaotic markets 1 had seen in 
other parts o f India seemed to be a 
thing of the past in this corner of 
India. A visit to the Hidimba 
temple, made famous through the 
movie 'Roja ' was on mind. But 
more importantly. I needed 
information to go ahead in my 
quest to reach the destination. I 
had gathered some information 
from friends in Delhi that only 
taxis would ply between Leh and 
Manali. Finally. I found my 
vehicle- a ‘Tata Qualis’. wherein 
travelers were stratified by the 
driver based on the amount they 
paid. An amount of Rs.1000 
w ould ensure you a front scat, the 
middle seat for Rs.900 and the 
back scat for Rs.800 and then 
came the vital information from 
the driver-the journey to Leh 
would begin around half past 
midnight and that meant another 
sleepless night!

Passengers turned up one by 
one. a Bengali family of three, 
four Israeli tourists and this lone

e ^ s a f f lr tM s ls K in iL

traveller from the southern tip ol" 
India. I had mixed feelings on my 
mind when I set out for this 
journey to take up my first job, a 
secure, responsible and lucrative 
o ffe r  from  a p res tig iou s  
government organization. It was 
never occurred even in my 
wildest dreams that I would take a 
trip to this far flung area. At 
precise l 'O  clock, the vehicle 
started rolling and I sat next to the 
driver, a local. It was a moonlit 
night and the sky resembled a 
white bowl without the trace of 
even a single cloud. B y  around 
4.30 am. it was broad day light an 
1 remembered that days were 
longer in hills during summer and 
that was an experience of clear 
photo periodism! Again my mind 
started wandering as 1 moved on 
and on amongst a group of eight 
strangers, with little interaction 
but totally engrossed in the 
b rea th tak ing  v iew . N e ve r  
imagined that surprises were in

store on the way and the first one 
was the mighty Roll tang Pass, at 
an altitude of more than 13000 
feet, covered with a thick, white 
blanket of snow and deep gorges, 
wherein people never dared to 
look down! The vehicle pulled up 
at a nearby dingy restaurant and 
again, 'aloo parathas’, thick curd 
and tea for breakfast. We all 
moved on foot in different 
d i r e c t i o n s  in  s e a r c h  o f  

comfortable nooks to relieve 
ourselves as no public toilet was 
on sight.

At around 10.30 am, we 
reached Keylong, the head 
quarters of Lahaul &  Spiti district 
of Himachal Pradesh. A very 
beautiful, but small town whose 
picture postcard could easily be 
mistaken for any Western locale. 
The most striking feature of 
Keylong  was the beautiful 
cottages, many of them looking 
similar and not a trace of litter 
anywhere in the vicinity. A brief



started revealing their darker 
sides-the lady in the Bengali 
family started gasping for breath- 
first signs o f the dreaded 
‘hypoxia’ and panic gripped 
everyone. The husband screamed 
at the driver to stop the vehicle 
but the driver was in no mood to 
heed to the husband’s screams 
because he knew the terrain better 
than anyone else in the group and 
instead, quickly drove the vehicle 
to a lower spot and after a while, 
the lady seemed to be at ease and 
the husband heaved a sigh of 
relief and tears of gratitude 
welled in his eyes.

A ll along the way, there was 
no d rastic change in the 
landscape barring a few army 
barracks here and there. The path 
was not tarred; the vehicle 
followed the trail left behind by

other vehicles that passed before 
us in that vast expanse ot desert 
land. At some stretches, there 
were just puddles and rubbles md 
even these obstacles did not seem 
to dampen the spirit ot our dri\ er 
Funny driving tips borne ou oi 
the imaginations of army officers 
on the way, enlightened oiu 
spirits and one such tip read Be 
gentle on my curves'. At last, 
when the last rays of the setting 
sun abated and with the arrival of 
dusk, we saw s gun board- 
indicating that we were nearing 
our destination, 1 adakh tin 
mysterious and enchanting and 
of the ‘Lamas and Ciompas'. We 
reached Leh at 8’0  clock n tin 
night. The night was dark, tin 
weather spine chilling and the 
roads, deserted!

stop there to purchase some 
snacks and we moved on. By 
then, everybody in the vehicle got 
introduced to each other and our 
driver was a man of few' words. 
He drove us on and the features of 
landscape started changing 
drastically-the first signs or 
glimpses of the cold desert- 
scarce greenery, no human 
movement and even animals 
seemed to be driven away by this 
wilderness! The land was literally 
barren and brown and the 
weather, bone chilling! At noon, 
driver pulled up the vehicle in 
front of a make shift restaurant 
for lunch. There was no choice- 
all were served the same dish- 
boiled rice and lentil. It’s a 
wonder that at times, life throws 
up opportunities with its stark 
face when we realize that all 
humans are one, irrespective of 
caste, creed, cash and colour! 
Within half an hour, we were in 
our respective seats and our 
vehicle started rolling.

Another bigger surprise W'as 
waiting for us-the ‘Tanglang L a ’ 
Pass, which stands at more than 
17000 feet and then came the 
moment where weather played 
spoilsport. The inhospitable- 
terrain and bone chilling weather Leh is the headquarter ol 

Ladakh. A small town, will in 
radius of hardly one or two 
kilometers, with houses nuilt 
with unbaked bricks and mud. 
window sills decorated with 
colourful blooms of geraniums 
The monasteries, known as 
‘Gompas’ were positioned on hill



top.'.. I he Ladakhis believed that God could be 
accessed onh after some struggle. The Thikseyand 
the Shey' are very popular ones. Every landmark in 
Ladakh had one or the other distinction to its credit- 
India's highest airport, research station (Defence 
iligh Altitude Research Laboratory) and so on. 
World’s highest motorable road, the Khardungla 
Pass, located at an altitude of 18380 feet is in 
Ladakh, which is the gateway to the Nubra valley 
and Partapur. the base camp for our brave soldiers 
posted in the Siachen Glaciers. The double humped 
camel is unique to the Nubra valley.

Ladakh remains cut off from the 
rest of India tor almost half the year, wherein harsh 
winter is the order ot the day. During peak winter 
season, temperature may dip to -30"C. Fanning is 
done for about five months during the 'summer 
season' (May to September) and the surplus 
produce, if any. would be dehydrated and consumed 
during winter. Growing vegetables in trenches, the 
crude versions of today's greenhouses, had been a 
type of'vegetable forcing’, since ancient times and 
continues to be followed today through polyenches 
(trenches covered with polythene). Barren terrain, 
snow clad peaks and scarce greenery were unique 
features ol Ladakh. The Indus, locally called Sindhu 
and known as Neelum upon entering Pakistan, 
appeared calm on the outside but seemed to conceal 
its undercurrents. It was snowfed and froze into a 
white sheet of ice during winter. The valour of our 
men in uniform could also be seen in their efforts to 
green this cold desert. Poplar and Weeping willow 
were the most common tree types. Apricot and 
Seabuckthom. most abundant fruit crops, thrived

well in the cold arid climate. Genetic diver:si tv in
apricot is so rich that no other region in India
produced fruits o f such excellent quality. The 
mainstay of Ladakh is tourism. Ladakh would be the 
only region in India noted for its absence of prisons! 
The long, maroon robes, a long time symbol of 
Ladakhi culture, seemed to be giving way to 
Western outfits.

The picture of Ladakh would never be complete 
without a mention of the Changla Pass and Pangong 
Tso lake. Herds of yaks could be seen grazing here, 
which were being reared for milk and wool. It was 
snowing on Changla Top and the path wound down 
to the banks o f the placid, crystal blue, saline 
waters of the Pan gong Tso. where the climax scenes 
of the Bollywood super hit movie, '3 idiots’ were 
shot. India and China co-owned this ‘aqua-marveT, 
though the major part is enjoyed by China.

I made Ladakh my home for nearly 
two years. When time came to bid adieu, I felt a void 
within me. Several thoughts cropped up on mind 
and it was utter confusion at the end and I left this 
majestic land with a heavy heart. I couldn’t help 
thinking whether I would ever be able to make 
another visit to this enigmatic land! When 1 look 
back, what effect did this mysterious land have on 
m e? It taught me seve ra l lessons on 
life...transformed my thoughts, deeds...made me 
realise the transience of this short journey on 
earth. ...Many a time, it bites with all its pangs thrust 
deep into me and at times, it soothes my soul like the 
drizzle on a parched, hot desert ..A ll I know is that 
memories of this mysterious land still lingeron...

Dr. Saji Gomez 
D e p t ,  o f  P ro c e s s in g  T e c h n o lo g y
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Best Wishes Ph : 0487 2383410, 9995809222

BINARY STSTEMS
For LCD, DLT Projectors, Documents, 

Camera, Photocopy Machine
Adiyatil Line 

Poothole P.O., Thrissur-4
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( irowing older is beautiful
butch sensation becomes more vibrant
hach color more radiant
And each memory more poignant

Incidents start speaking to you more
When a child cries, you instantly get the message
When an adolescent acts insolent
You sec the insecurity
When an adult exults in self praise
You feel the anxiety o f the passing years
When a mature woman fails to hide her jealousy and
greed
You view her youths bounty that she suppressed

The world is more coherent
bach stone is there for a meaning
each shadow, to bring brighter light
and you start to feel the love in you flowing out.
Picking up the merriment even in an unruly crowd
creating a road block,
you feel a smile in you ■ ■ ■
at life, in all its potency

a captive elephants pain unsettles vou 
crime, treachery and cruelty make you rankle 
you are unable to lake more o f anything 
not even water running freely 
or a delicacy prepared especially for vou

you get the preeiousness 
the sheer value
o f all things natural and spontaneous 
and you start to revel 
in tliis being, in this existence and 
in the eternity that envelops you always.

Dr. Jayasree Krishnankutty 
Dept, of Agricultural Extension
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bTosjeftcoisoolrajcmj. cuy>lco)lc53 croru 
aersuraS a )̂6)0D r^cmlcsraoj. ojIotbI
PajOglOQ) cftJGO rftST^JcftC/S, gDPJCOJ

rassooepo csr^raoaijo aral-ycm? 
:ig)00lc&6) fljrarusaos croon cm omo 
scmocml. njl6)cmoo>jo ngjraaroo 
6)d96)GCQ) 3 O re jSe jO ajI^  613)303 
ajG0T)3§J®>6)CTT) eftjrailajj,

raJtTu^mcodfiSBjoffljom (mlral^f 
aj1§leajt66)j ajcojcmarpl a/lsnsjo 
csr&, G cooler^ ajcmlm&jctrrml...
ag)6)n^ CDOOJJ QJ(t)6TTlJCnU0aDl. 

tft6TJ3Jeft§lc53 63®J (JTOCTUlOglaJ. 
Tmoejjeaorarm rar^racajjo ara6m 
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Like a butterfly I 
Where heart and wings 
took me to
Many a graden I passed 
through.
Many a fragrance the 
Wind blew.
Flowers blossomed,
Swayed and danced 
Enticing me by their very looks 
But never had I ever glanced,
As I left behind fie lds and books 
A  wish it remained deep inside 
To meet a f lower that my 
dreams cherish
A wish if remained in my stride
That a f lower would bloom to fulfilmy wish
I hoped against odds, but in vain
That wish inside bubbled no more
That wish in me,...

A m b ik a  C h a n d ra n
N a k s h a t h r a - 1 1

s s l s a o r a n s l s f l j r C .
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CHASE
My feet has been swept off the ground 
And 1 relentlessly chase a half forgotten dream  
Across the glen, across the brooks 
Across the wide green plains 
Over the broken stumps and the creaking shrubs 
Over the thorns and jarring rocks 
Over the mountain, over the oceans  
And across the blue and purple vistas 1 traverse,
I see with five senses your glory manifested 
And would die to sing a thousand paeans  
But every failing breath fails me
And I must run as swift as my legs could carry
Because every second lost haunts me to no end 
Every stride, every drop of sweat 
Every teardrop and every breath 
I chase a shadow, a half forgotten dream  
A beautiful smile, a shy glance 
An eternity of hope, shrouded by mists of time 
A haunting beyond the reckoning of men 
I the lunatic torn apart by hope
And as despair gnaws, I refuse to yield to pain Naksha™ad ?2

I must run on and on, chase your shadow tireless
And beyond the seven seas it be, 1 care not 
I will finally m eet you across this storm  
Now, or in the world after...
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F̂FT cil=bT T3Ft cdd'l eni 1̂̂ 1 3TTFTFt 
3flT'FFT̂ F'F̂ Tdf ̂ ^^^I'TTTFTFt 
I*TT^FH^37TTt3 
<W <%*H =r>l ncdlVI t̂,
ITcFWRT^tTW#

WFTMi<WRltf... 
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A f e w d a y s  back , as  I w a s  id ly g la n c in g  
th ro u g h  the  n e w s p a p e r ,  an  i tem  c a u g h t  m y  
e y e  th e  T h r is s u r  P u b l ic  L ib ra ry  w a s  
c e le b ra t in g  its 140"' y e a r  and  w a s  so o n  to ge t 
a face lif t .  14 0  ye a rs !  It w a s  e x h i la ra t in g  to 
k n o w th a ta n  ins t i tu t ion  s o fa m i l i a r a n d  d e a r to  
m e  w a s  so  o ld . M y  m in d  f le w  b a ck  to  th e  t im e  
w h e n  I, a c a l lo w  n in th  s ta n d a rd  s tu d e n t ,  f irs t 
e n te re d  its p o r ta ls  w ith  m y  fa ther. It w a s  m y 
fa th e r  w h o  b e c a m e  a m e m b e r  as  I w a s  too  
y o u n g ,  bu t it w a s  I w h o  re g u la r ly  t ro o p e d  in 
an d  ou t o f  tha t t re a s u re  h o u s e  o f  b o o k s  o ve r  
the  ye a rs .

T h e  L ib ra ry  w a s  h o u s e d  on  the  g ro u n d

f lo o r  o f  the  Town Hall in th o se  da ys  [.nowr I 
on  the f irs t  f loor). T h a t g ra ce fu l  o ! . 
d o e s  m u c h  to a d d  to the library r chan  
L o c a te d  on  the  ou tsk ir ts  o f  the  
la n d m a rk  o f  the  tow n w ith  its garcK t na ig(

t re e s  and  lo tus  p o n d  a re  a feas: r<
M y fa th e r  ha d  a f irs t  c la ss  m e m b e r  sni 
co u ld  b o r ro w  fo u r  b o o k s  at a t ime, t w a s  n 
u n c o m m o n  fo r  m e  to m a k e  daii 
e x c h a n g e  all fo u r  bo o ks :  such  
a p p e t i te  fo r re a d in g  a t th a t  t im e  M i

eelsearanalsfflniL



th e n  and  now, w a s  co n f ine d  pu re ly  to f ic t ion .  I 
n e v e r  v e n t u r e d  i n t o  p h i l o s o p h y  o r  
a u to b io g ra p h ie s ,  and  an y  b ro a d e n in g  o f 
v is ion  o r m in d  w a s  qu ite  inc iden ta l.  A s  I had 
a lre a d y  d e v o u re d  the  p o p u la r  b o o k s  fo r  m y  
a g e  (En id  B ly ton , the B o b b s e y  tw ins , W il l iam . 
T h e  T h re e  Inves t iga to rs ,  etc), m y  read ing  
v o y a g e  in the  T h r is s u r  P u b l ic  L ib ra ry  began  
w ith  de l igh ts  like the  S c a r le t  P im p e rn a l  (’th e y  
se a rch  h im  here, they  s e a rch  h im  th e re  
th o s e  F re n ch ie s  s e a rc h  h im  e v e ry w h e re ’) 
and  P e rry  M a so n ,  and  t ra v e l le d  th ro u g h  o th e r  
e v e rg re e n  fa v o r i te s  from  a u th o rs  l ike A l is ta ir  
M a c L e a n ,  A r th u r  Hailey, B a rb a ra  C a r t la n c  
and  o f  co u rse , th e  u b iq u i to u s  in e x h a u s t ib le  
ran ge  o f M il ls  and  B o on  ro m a n c e s .  T h e  M & B  
b o o k s  w e re  all the  rage  in m y  pre  d e g re e  
years , a n d  I r e m e m b e r  ho w  w e  s il ly  g ir ls  used  
to  s w o o n  o v e r  the tall, da rk  and  h a n d s o m e  
h e ro e s  w h o  w o u ld  s u c c e s s fu l ly  w o o  and 
c a r r y  o f f  t h e i r  u t t e r l y  b e a u t i f u l  
b lo n d e /b ru n e t te /d a rk  ha ired  h e ro in e s  (w h o  
had b lu e /g re y  /g re e n /  haze l eyes), w h i le  a t 
the s a m e  t im e  s igh o v e r  o u r  o w n  b lack  
ha ired , b lack  eyed  to ta l ly  o rd in a ry  se lves !

T h e  P u b l ic  L ib ra ry  w a s  a m o s t  
d e s ira b le  p la ce  fo r m e. I. w h o  u s u a l ly  cou ld  
not be d is lo d g e d  fo rm  m y se a t  to do  a c h o re  
at ho m e , had no  lack o f  e n e rg y  to  m a k e  the  
bus  r ide  and  15 m in u te  w a lk  to  th is  h a ve n  and  
sp e n d  ho u rs  b ro w s  ng a t th e  sh e lve s . R o w s  
and  row s  o f  b o o k s  b o u n d  a n d  u n b o u n d  
ta t te re d  an d  s p a n k in g  new, all w ith  the  
s p le n d id  in d e s c r ib a b le  sm e ll  o f  book ! T h e  
thrill o f  o p e n in g  a s t ra n g e  v o lu m e  and  tu rn in g  
the  p a g e s  to  d is c o v e r  a new, g r ip p in g  ta le  it

8 ffl)S 6 )(S T T O ® |S 0 rtfL

w a s  bliss! A n d  a f te r  th is, los ing  o n e s e l f  in an 
un fo ld in g  s to ry  and  b e in g  t ra n s p o r te d  to 
a n o th e r  w o r ld  w a s  a fee l ing  too  de l ic iou s  for 
w o rd s .

It w a s  a lso  a lea rn ing  e x p e r ie n c e .  I do  
no t th ink  tha t all th e  b o o k s  I read  w e re  go o d  
fo r  m e  o r  w o u ld  h a ve  rece ive d  u n s t in ted  
a p p ro v a l.  Y e a rs  o f  read ing , u n c e n s o re d  and 
u n m o n ito re d ,  f ro m  the  va s t  o c e a n  o f  b o o k s  
had  f i l led  m y  m in d  w ith  in fo rm a t io n  o f  all k in ds  
- tr iv ia l, w ic k e d  and  up lif t ing . L itt le  d id m y 
p a re n ts  and  te a c h e rs  k n o w  o f the  b o o ks  tha t 
m y  y o u n g  e y e s  had g o n e  th ro u g h !  Bu t it has  
s u c c e e d e d  in invok in g  in m e  a d is g u s t  o f  
lasc iv io us , le c h e ro u s  w r i t ing ,  and  in ins ti l l ing  
a ta s te  fo r  c la ss ica l l i te ra tu re  and  a love  o f  the  
Eng lish  la n g u a g e .  M y  a d o ra t io n  o f  A g a th a  
C h r is t ie .  P.G. W o d e h o u s e ,  G e o rg e t te  H e y e r



a n d  J a n e  A u s te n  a n d  u n b o u n d e d  a d m ira t io n  
fo r A r th u r  C o n a n  D oy le .  G ra h a m  G re ene , 
G e ra ld  D urre l l ,  W i lk ie  C o l l in s  a n d  Co lin  
D e x te r  a m o n g  a h o rd e  o f  o th e r  w r i te rs ,  all 
b e g a n  in th e  T h r is s u r  P u b l ic  L ibrary.

M y  v is i ts  to th e  l ib ra ry  w e re  n o t  all 
u n e ve n t fu l .  O n ce ,  I w a s  c h a s e d  by  a s t ra y  
dog  fo r  qu ite  a d is ta n c e  a n d  a n o th e r  t im e . I 
w a s  n e a r ly  run  o v e r  by  a bus. I h a v e  
i n t e r c e p t e d  l o v e  l e t t e r s  p l a n t e d  in 
s t ra te g ica l ly  p la ce d  b o o k s  a n d  d e l ive re d  
t h e m  to  f r a n t i c a l l y  s e a r c h i n g  lo v e r s .  
O b l iv io u s  o f  the  t im e, I w a s  o n c e  hu rr ie d ly  
t ry ing  to  f in ish  an  A s te r ix  issu e  in a se c lu d e d  
n o o k  w h e n  I b e c a m e  a w a re  tha t I w a s  a lo n e  
in th e  library, a n d  w o rse ,  I w a s  locked  in! I had  
to o p e n  a w in d o w  a n d  do  s o m e  h igh  p itch e d  
s c re a m in g  b e fo re  I w a s  no t ice d  and  let out. I 
h a ve  d e v e lo p e d  a n o d d in g  a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  
a fe w  p e o p le  b u t  h a ve  no t m a d e  a n y  fr ie nds . I 
h a v e  se e n  q u i te  a fe w  l i te ra ry  ce le b r i t ie s  in 
th e  p re c in c ts  o f  the  l ib ra ry  as  w e ll  as  m a n y  
po l i t ic ia ns , e s p e c ia l ly  a t th e  t im e  o f  e le c t io ns . 
H o w e v e r  th e s e  w e re  in s ig n i f ica n t  a t tha t t im e.

in c o m p a r i s o n  to m y  al l  cc n s u m m c  
a b s o rp t io n  in books .

Years  h a ve  p a s s e d  an d  I am  todc y a 
life m e m b e r  o f  the  l ib ra ry  m m y o w n  ia m e  M \ 
re a d in g  ha s  s lo w e d  d o w n  c o n s id e ra b ly  and 
h a ve  to re ly  on  g la s s e s  to p u rs u e  m v  pa ss  on 
I sti l l v is it  th e  l ib ra ry  at least o n c e  a m o n th  tc 
c h a n g e  the  tw o  b o o k s  to w h ic h  I a r  i en t i t  ec 
M y  re a d in g  n o w  e n c o m p a s s e s  m a n y  new 
a u tho rs ,  s o m e  o f th e m  witty, s o m e  d re a ry  a n t ; 
s o m e  bri l l ian t. I e n jo y  th e m  e n o rm o u s ly  ana 
m y  im a g in a t io n  is f ired by  m a n y  n e w  r ive t ing  
p lo ts, bu t m y fa v o u r i te s  sti ll re m a in  'he  sa m e  
I sti l l feel the  s a m e  rush o f  p le a s u re  as 
c la m b e r  up the  s te p s  o f  the library, i 
o f  n e w  c re a t io n s  a n d  to re d isco ve r  ok; 
f r iends .

T h e  l ib ra ry  has  a lw a y s  g iv e n  it 
a b u n d a n c e  and  I h a ve  taken  ana  e n jo ye e  
an d  g ro w n . I h a ve  no t d o n e  a n y th in g  in re tun  
an d  so  p e rh a p s  in m y  o w n  sm a ll w a y  I wc uk; 
l ike to  d e d ic a te  th is  p iece  o f  w r i t in g  to the 
m o n u m e n t  o f  le t te rs  in m y  h o m e  o w n  the 
T h r is s u r  P u b l ic  L ibrary.

Dr. Meera V. Menon 'p
Dept, of Agronomy
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♦
The horizon doses in on me a ci^scent as the clouds darken 
and as the descending rain spirit approaches with flowing robes 

* - l  stand lost devoted to the herald of rain, my mistress, the ephemeral gust.
Though I know it wool last long andjjeither would I,
I have decided my ebbing breath would cease with you 
With you, the gentle breeze, the mover of hearts of beasts and men, 
and now as you approach, I could here the woods singing in delight 
And a s ! lie breathless and dying among the dead leaves in the shadow 
I have decided to go to sleep rather tharmse up again, 
because you would carry me home, to never again return'• 
because the debts of men troubles nay the departed 
and they fail nay 1o pester me ever as a wound in my heart 
And the soiled robes I wear, alas, I no longer need...
I would rather not feel for one last time the rain >
One last cold shower under the borough, the ecstasy of the drizzle 
or the lullaby of the crashing host of drops 
I have heard the truth you whispered about man being a drop 
And this drop fears the rain, lest I be not be able to see the sea 
You would be gone, blown across the earth by the ancient One 
I would rather be gone, for I dread waiting alone for the rain...
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UNION REPORT 2011-'12

It is with great pride and elation that I 
present before you the Students' Union report 
for the year 2012. A long period of stupendous 
achievements characterized the period of our 
Students' Union and stands testimony to the 
unwavering determination of our students to 
stay united and achieving the peak of excellence 
in both curricular and extracurricular activities. 
The Union Report would most aptly exhibit the 
role of the Students' Union in inspiring and 
inculcating in the students a zeal to go ahead with 
unbound confidence to lead and train in sports, 
arts and other recreational activities, as well as 
arenas which transcends the sphere which we 
restrict ourselves to.
The College Union election was held on 24th 
April, 2012 and the following members were 
elected to office.
President : Jamaludheen A.
Vice President : JasnaM.K.
General Secretary : Sabarinath J.S.
Joint Secretary : Anju Abraham
Arts Club Secretary : Abhijith P.H.
Student Editor : Amal
Sports Club Secretary : ShihadM.
S. S. League Secretary : AjmalP.M.
Planning Forum Secretary : Sherin Rishath
Councillors to the University Union:

Jain TV.S.
Akshay Sasidharan 
Farzana Ibrahim 

Class Representatives:
Renjith (PG)
Nithm K. (2008)
Semsheer (2009)
Sameer Muhammad (2010)
Nithm S. (2011)

The Students' Union was framed with Dr. 
C.T. Abraham as the Patron and Dr P. Ahmad as 
the Associate Patron. The following members 
took charge as the staff advisors to the Union.

Dr. Suresh Kumar P.: Advisor, Arts dub
Dr. P.A. Joseph : Staff Editor
Dr. Sudha Devi: Advisor, Planning Forum
Dr. D. Girija: Advisor, Quiz Club
Dr. Vidya C.V.: Advisor, Social Service League
Dr. E.U. Rajan: Advisor, Sports Club

The Un on activities could achieve such 
perfection only because of the whole hearted 
support and guidance offered by the staff 
advisors. We, the students community express 
our sincere gratitude to our staff advisors.

INAUGURATION
The Students' Union 2011 -112 was 

officially inaugurated on July 12, 2012. The event 
S a m a s t h a  1 2  garnered the heartiest applause 
from all quarters for its superb execution, and 
fabulous display of cultural art forms. The 
Inaugural function was presided over by Sri. 
Jamaludheen A., President, Students' Union. The 
Students' Union was inaugurated by the chief 
guest, Sri. Gopinatham IPS officerand celebrated 
National Volley Ball player. The Arts Club was 
inaugurated by the cine artist Sri. Anoop 
Chandran who had in the the last few years had 
presented some unforgettable characters to the 
Malaya lam cinema lovers.

ARTS CLUB
Under the able leadership of Abhijith P.M. 

as secretary and the wisdom, experience and 
dynamism offered by the advisor, Dr. Suresh 
Kumar P., the Arts Club performed its duty 
admirably. On November 1, as a part of the 
K e ra la p ira v i c e le b ra t io n , an K a th ak a li 
performance was staged under the auspice of the 
club, and art lovers from all over the University 
rivetted spellbound in an astounding display by 
the reknown artist, Sri. Somanasan. The 
'magnum opus' of the Students' Union- the Inter 
Class Arts Festival- M o y o o r o m  ‘1 2  was conducted 
from November 21st onwards. For three days a
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battle between creative talents of the highest 
order raged on, at the end of which Aristaeus'10 
were adjudged as the winners and Nakshatra 'll 
finished second. Auxillio dias Marcel won the 
Kalaprathibha title, while Ms. Anjali K. bagged 
the Kalathilakam title. Avinash Reji Thomas and 
Arjun T.P. shared the Best Actor title while Ms. 
Elsa Giles won the award for Best Actress.

In the Inter-collegiate arts festival 
conducted by the University Union, the mega 
event- YuVa'13, our college maintained the 
winning streak and its superiority in arts in the 
University by becoming champions for the 
second consecutive time. In this regard, all credit 
goes to the Horticos family for fighting off 
massive odds and practicing with massive 
dedication and effort under the versatile 
leadership of the co-ordinator Sri. Sameer 
M u h a m m a d  to  pu t up a fo rm id a b le  
unsurmountable front in the competitions. Ms. 
Anusree did the college proud by becoming 
Kalathilakam inthe event.

MAGAZINE CLUB
Under the leadership of Amal and the 

much beloved Staff Editor, Mr. P.A. Joseph, the 
Magazine Club could bring out a slew of 
ach ievem en ts . The Inter-class Off-stage 
competitions and Literary Festival were held 
along with M a y o o r a m  ' 1 2 .  The event also was 
w itnesstothe Inter-class Hand-written magazine 
competition in which three well executed 
magazines of high literary merit were brought 
out. Aristaeus'10 won this competitions with 
their publication- O s i y a t h .  Also the first ever 
photography competition event held in the 
college also made M a y o o r a m ' 1 2  special, and 
Syam Kumar won the event with his spectacular 
skill with the lens. The club also launched a well 
designed wall magazine- G r a f f i t i ,  that became a 
prime point for exhibition of the creative talents 
and aspirations of the students. A camp on 
photography was held under the initiative of the 
club and created a huge drive in the students to 
experiment with the camera, A notable literary 
achievement during this period was that of Ms. 
Bhagya Vijayan who won the first prize in the

National Essay Writing competition 1 eld by the 
Coconut Development Board.

SPORTS CLUB
The club under the passion dr vei 

leadership of Mr, Shihad M. and the 
E.U. Raj an could manage to rev ive  in 
enthusiasm and achievemnts in t ■■■■ Sporti 
scene. Friendly matches in football and volley ba 
were held in which the teams were <: onstituted 
by players from all batches. In the 
Inter-class Football tournament, a sp Ted sbov. 
of skill and classic gruelling finale. kallist< '09 
emerged as champions for the consec utive t me 
and Aistaeus’10 finished runners 14 An Inte 
class Cricket tournament was also held m whicf 
Aristaeus'10 emerged as champion; 
finished second.

In the In te rc o lle g ia te  B i s k e t l a l  
Championship, Team Horticos regained its p ide 
as the W om ens1 team emerged champion 
the M ens1 team became runners up. I ■ the It ter 
collegiate Athletic Meet that followed, T in 
Horticos created a dazzling display of strength 
win the Overall Runners up and the Worm n 
cham pionship. The trium phant team  ano 
athletes were given a felicitation on January 
10th. The Trophies were handed over by Sri i .U 
Rajan to Dr. C.T. Abraham amidst the jubili mt 
cheers of the students.

For each of the Inter collegiate garr es 
highly successful coaching camps were held 
w hich  g re a tly  en h an ced  th e  skill an a  
perform ance of our players The cam ps 
generated many University players from our 
college. They were effective in inc ulcating talent 
and team building especially of womens 
th a t p roduced  s te lla r  p e rfo rm s 
Badminton, Volley ball and Table Term s. A ia ge 
number of our students made it in to Jm v e n  by- 
Tea ms. Nishidha, Rejm and Jayanti represented 
the University in Athletics. Avinash Rei Fhom 1 . 
Semsheer, Aabid, Murthala. Rejin Ram md Aswin 
T. were selected to the University Football tearr 
Viresh and Mathukumi were selected to m e 
University Volleyball team. Jishnu K.J shihad M. 
and Yoghesh proved their mettle by represent n
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the University in Cricket. Aswin T. and Avinash 
Reji Thomas were selected to the University 
Basketball team. Aryasree and Merrn made it 
into the University Table Tennis team. Aswin T., 
Arjun Vysakh, Shantanu Kumar, Sushanth and 
Avinash represented the University in Tennis. 
Nithin S. represented the University in Boxing 
and did all of us proud by winning several bouts. 
The Club was also able to bring about and 
facilitate praiseworthy developments in facilities 
and infrastructure for sports. New Cricket nets 
were built in the Mens' Hostel. New equipments 
bought included carroms board, table tennis 
tables, etc. Another notable achievement was 
the reinnovation and purchase of equipments for 
the Multi-Gym attheM ens1 Hostel.

QUIZ CLUB
The club excelled under the splendid 

leadership of Sri. Jithin V.V. as secretary and Dr. D. 
Girija as advisor. On October 11th, 2012. as a part 
of the Wildlife week celebrations, a Biodiversity 
and Wildlife Quiz was conducted in which 
Kallisto'09 emerged winners and Nakshathra 'll 
finished second. The Interclass General Quiz was 
held 3S a part of M a y o o r o m  ' 1 2  and was won bv 
Aristaeus'10. The College Quiz team consisting of 
Jithin V.V. and Amal made some impressive 
victories and brought laurels to the college. They 
were able to represent the University in the All 
Kerala Inter University Quiz competition held at 
the Legislative Assembly at Thiruvanthapurarn as 
a part of the 125th anniversary of the 
establishment of Kerala Legislative Assembly and 
fought off tough competition from major 
universities to reach the finals and finish fourth. 
Their other notable achievements include 1st 
prize in the Inter College General Quiz at the 
Calicut University Techfest- E s o t e r i c z  ' 1 3 ,  2nd 
prize at the District level Biodiversity Quiz held by 
the Forest Department as a part of their Wildlife 
week celebrations and 2nd prize at the Inter 
collegiate Arts Festval YuVa '13.

SOCIALSERVICE LEAGUE
Under the able leadership of Ajmal P.M.

as secretary and Dr. Vidya C.V. as advisor, the club 
made some note worthy achievemnts. on 
December 20th, 2012 a free camp for Eye check 
and treatment was held at the college which 
benefitted a large number of people, especially 
the people from our University. A most praise 
worthy achievement of the dub was the setting 
up of a fund with the help of teachers and 
students to help needy stucents, especially in 
financial assistance for the study tours.

PLANNING FORUM
Under the dynamic leadership of Ms. 

Sherin Rishath as secretary and Dr. Sudhadevi the 
club conducted a large number of programmes. 
On June 29th, 2012 the respected and highly 
reknown I I I  alum nus and teacher Prof. 
Ramnathan gave an emotive and motivating talk 
on the subject How to Sustain Progress'. On 
Septmber 13th, the club conducted a highly 
enriching class by Sri. V.K. Narayanan 'Save the 
Tree, Save the Soul' and was a great hit among 
our nature loving students. On December 28th, 
Christmas celebrations were held in the college. 
The day began with a spirited Christmas crib 
making com petition  which was won by 
Nakshatra '11. A host of cultural programmes 
were held which evocated merriment and joy. 
The day ended with an exciting treasure hunt 
competition between the batches which were 
won by Falconz '12. On January 1st New Year 
celebrations were held in the college. A moment 
of silence was observed before the event for the 
brave victim of the gruesome Delhi incident. On 
March 21st an orientation class on 'Career 
aspects of MBA' was held much to the benefit of 
aspirants to competitive exams like CAT. On 
September 10th, Onam celebrations were held in 
the college with much happiness and brevity. On 
March 16th a class on 'Behavioural Development' 
was conducted under the auspice of the club.

PROFESSIONAL AND 
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

All the Students' Union activities are in 
hindsight aimed at the overall development of
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students but in no small measure we heavily 
emphasize activities rooted in pofessional 
development. So the professional and academic 
achievements of our students, give us great joy 
and pride. The Students Union held a felicitaion 
July 10th for our beloved seniors who achieved 
success in competitive exams. Dr. Ashok Kumar, 
Director of Academics gave away the momentos 
to our high flyers- Mr. Ashique T.K., Mr. Sameer 
Ali, Ms. Darsana Sambhu, Ms. Shruthi, Ms. 
Sulakshana Rao, Ms. Shamna and Ms. Parvathy 
M. won the coveted Junior Research Fellowship. 
Mr. Rijith P. got placement in IIFCO through the 
placement cell. In the following year Ms. Bhagya 
Vijayan made the college by attaining JRF. Many 
of the students got placed in various prestigious 
B-schools and Agricultural Universities.

OTHER ACTIVITIES
The college has an active NSS cell. On June 5, 
a Tree planting camp was held by the unit. On 
November 8th 2012, a talk on 'Energy 
Conservation' was held under the aegis of 
NSS. On October 2nd, on the day of 
Gandhijayanti the NSS unit recieved praise 
for its exemplary activities which included 
the cleaning of the premises around the 
Primary Health Centre, Thottapady and 
Peechitown.

• On September 26th, 2012 the Students' 
Union held a very heartfelt farewell function 
for our beloved mentor, Dr, P. K. Rajeevan, 
Former Associate Patron of Students' Union 
and Registrar.

• On July 26th, 2013 the Students’ Union held

Vellanikkara
19/11/2013

the inauguaration of the much awaked 
Union Room in the college. It was 'he 
culimination of a long standing di e am o f ' he 
students. On the same day, the Students 
Union gave a send off to its beloved patron, 
Dr. C.T. Abraham, and welcom ed "he new 
Associate Dean, Dr. Valsalakumari.

• On September 12th a JRF orientatu
was held for aspirants, in whit h some of c or 
seniors shared their experiences and a 
general understanding on the reso irees a id 
tactics to be utilized for preparations were 
imparted.

• The Union had the unique distinction of 
being able to conduct the Freshers’ Cay 
event for the students of two batches both 
the 2012 and 2013 batch students were 
welcomed and talent exhibition shows w ere 
conducted through the length of the pen ad 
of the Union.

• The Students Union hosted very t 
farewell functions for our beloved sem es  
O r m m a y k k a a y i and T h e e r a m e t h u m b o i .

The Union records its gratitude to the 
teachers of the college and also our belov :-d 
seniors for their unending support and timely 
counsel. The Students Union has always stood ip 
to the demands of time and fate with rem arkal le 
resilence only because we stand unite i agair st 
all odds, and because with all our might we strive 
to be one in the path towards freedom  i d 
salvation of our dreams. Urging all of you to n e w  
give up the spirit, let me remain...

Yours sincere y 
Saturn oath J.3. 

General Secretai y
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in a quest to find the very heartbeat of our nation.
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