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PLATINUM JUBILEE MEMENTO

Regional Agricultural Research Station, Pattambi has-completed seventy
five years of its dedicated service in agricultural research and extension
and it is appropriate that the platinum jubilee should be marked by a
memento befitting the occasion. To the well wishers of this institution we
present this souvenir.

Souvenir committee






1 am happy to know that the Regional Agricultural Research
Station, Pattambi under the Kerala Agricultural University, is

celebrating its Platinum Jubilee during October 10-12.

., The Agricultural Research Station has been conducting path-
breaking research towards augmenting rice productivity through an
impressive range of R & D activities. The Station’s pioneering efforts
in popularizing sustainable farming technologies among the farmers as
well as its contributions in raising India’s food production potential,

commonly known as the “Green Revolution” deserve unreserved

commendation.

In its Platinum Jubilee year, the Station can surely look back
with pride and satisfaction at its achievements and exhibit its core-
strength and resilience in standing up to the varied challenges

confronting agriculture sector in future.

I wish the Platinum Jubilee celebrations all success.

Stew Delhi
4th September, 2002
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1£? September, 2002

MESSAGE

Rice, one of the most important food crops, originated in India and slowly spread
the world-ovor. Rice is a versatile crop. It grows not only in the tropical and sub-
tropical regions of the world, but flourishes equally welt in temperate environment also.
It grows in hilly areas, uplands and deep water. In India, it is the staple food for about
60% of the population.

I am very happy to know that the Kerala Agricultural University is celebrating
the Platinum Jubilee of the Regional Agricultural Research Station, Pattambi during 10-
12 October, 2002. On this occasion, the University is organising a National
Symposium on ‘Priorities and Strategies for Rice Research in High Rainfall Tropics
and also a Kisan Mela. The Symposium and the Kisan Mela will provide for a
dialogue between scientists and farmers on research priorities and developmental
strategies for solving the major problems of rice cultivation in the high rainfall tropics.

The Platinum Jubilee Celebration is an occasion to look back with satisfaction on
our past achievements. This is also a time to formulate strategic plans so that the crop
varieties and technologies released from the station are globally competitive. On this
occasion, | congratulate all the past and present scientists and workers for their
dedicated service to the cause of agricultural research in general and rice research in
particular.

I wish all the success to the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations, National Symposium
and Kisan Mela.

(AJIT SINGH)
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A. K. ANTONY
CHIEF MINISTER, KERAT.A
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I am very happy to learn that the Regional Agricultural Research Station,
Pattamhi is celebrating its Platinum Jubilee.  This Research Institute is
Internationally knownfor the rice varieties it has developed which have been of
great importance for the successfid Green Revolution in the country. |
congrmulate ail the Scientists in the Institutefor the outstanding work done

The State and the Country lookforward to greater scientific achievements

in the comingyearspom the Institute. | wish the Institute all success.

A K. ANTONY
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T ~7h @ are happy indeed to see that one of our prestigious
% centres — the erstwhile Rice Research Station and
=-—— pregently the Regional Agricultural Research Station,
Pattambi which catered to the needs and aspirations of
farmers especially the rice growers and researchers within
and outside the country ever since its establishmentin 1927
is aii set to celebrate its Platinum Jubilee during 10-12
October, 2002. This renowned station came into the fold of
Kerala Agricultural University in 1972. At this time when this
station is celebrating Platinum jubilee, it is appropriate to
take a peep into the history of the Kerala Agricultural
University.

The history of agricultural education in Kerala can be
traced back to the year 1896 when a scheme was evolved
in the erstwhile Travancore State to train a few young men
in scientific agriculture at the Demonstration Farm,
Karamana, Thiruvananthapuram. This station is still a
constituent unit of the Kerala Agricultural University and is
known as Cropping Systems Research Centre, Karamana.
Agriculture was introduced as an optional subject in the
Middle School classes in the State in 1922, when an
Agricultural Middle School was started at Aluva, Ernakulam
District. The popularity and usefulness of this School led to
the starting of similar institutions at Kottarakkara and Konni
in 1928 and 1931 respectively. The need for agricultural
education at higher levels was, however, keenly felt later.
When the University of Travancore was formed, a scheme
was proposed for organising a Diploma Course, which
however did not materialise. Agriculture was later introduced
as an optional subject for Intermediate Course in 1853.

In 1955, the erstwhile Government of Travancore-Cochin
started an Agricultural College at Vellayani near
Thiruvananthapuram and a Veterinary College at Mannuthy
near Thrissur for imparting education in agricultural and
veterinary sciences, respectively. These institutions were later
directly brought under the administrative control of the
Government and then brought under the Department of
Agriculture and Animal Husbandry, respectively. The Post
Graduate pro- grammes leading to M.Sc.(Ag), M.V. Sc. and
Ph.D. degrees were started in 1961, 1962 and 1965
respectively.

Fisheries education was initiated in the State as early as
1938 by establishing a Department of Marine Biology in the
erstwhile University of Travancore. Five training centres were
also started at Vizhinjam, Neendakara, Ernakulam, Beypore
and Kannur with a view to impart training to the fishermen in
Kerala.

@

7 | KERALA AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY
E ~ A LEAP FORWARD

Dr. K. V. Peter, Vice Chancellor, KAU
Dr. K.N. Shyamasundaran Nair, Former Vice Chancellor, KAU

The Randhawa. Commission constituted by the ICAR,

recommended the establishment of four Agricultural

Universities. As a sequel to the Agricultural Commission’s
recommendations, the first Agricultural University was
established in 1960 at Pant Nagar in U.P. Later, the report
of the second National Education Commission (1964-66)
headed by Dr. D.S. Kothari, the then Chairman of
University Grants Commission, stressed the need for
establishing at least one Agricultural University in each State.
As a result, the Kerala Agricultural University (KAU) was

" established on 24 February 1971 by virtue of the Act 33 of

1971 and started functioning from 1-2-1972. The Kerala
Agricultural University is the 15" in the series of the State
Agricultural Universities of India. Sri. N. Chandrabhanu,
I.A.S., was the first Vice-Chancellor of the University.

INSTITUTIONAL GROWTH

In accordance with the provisions of the KAU Act of 1971,
the Agricultural College and Research Institute at Vellayani,
which was affiliated to Kerala University and Veterinary
College and Research Institute affiliated to Calicut University
were brought under the KAU. In addition, twenty-one
agricuttural and animal husbandry research stations were
also transferred to the University for taking up research and
extension programmes on various crops, animals, birds etc.
Thus at the time of inception of the University, there were
two colleges and 21 research stations.

The University was formally inaugurated by the then
Prime Minister of India Sri. Morarii Desai on 25-7-1977 and
the headquarters of the University was shifted from
Mannuthy to Vellanikkara in March 1978.

Realising the importance of horticultural and plantation
crops, which occupy nearly two-third of the cultivated area
in the State, the College of Horticulture was started on
October 28, 1972 at the Mannuthy campus. This was later
shifted to Vellanikkara in March 1978. A College of Fisheries
started functioning from QOctober 10, 1979 at Mannuthy and
in 1983, it was shifted to Panangad, Kochi. The Rural
Institute at Tavanur was taken over by the University in 1975
and was developed as an Institute for Agricultural Technology
(1AT). The |AT continued to impart diploma programmes in
two disciplines viz. Agricultural Sciences and Agriculture and
Rural Engineering. This institute was upgraded to a fuil-

-fledged degree college in Agricultural Engineering in 1985

and was renamed as Kelappaji College of Agricultural
Engineering and Technology. The College of Co-operation

17



and Banking started functioning from 1981 at Vellanikkara,
in the College of Horticulture. In 1985 the programme was
delinked from the College of Horticulture and started
functioning as an independent coliege with the name of
College of Co-operation and Banking at the Communication
Centre, Mannuthy and in 1996 it was renamed as College
of Co-operation, Banking and Management. Later on, in
August 1997 the College was shifted to the Main Carnpus,
at Vellanikkara.

Considering the need for more manpower in the field of
forest management, the University started the College of
Forestry in the year 1986 at the Main Campus. An increasing
demand for scientific manpower in the dairying sector in
Kerala was felt and hence the University staried a course in
Dairy Science and Technology in 1993 under the Faculty of
Veterinary and Animal Sciences. The facilities available at
the Dairy Technology unit at the College of Veterinary and
Animal Science are being utilized for the conduct of classes
for the students. The University decided to shift the College
to the base-farm of the Kerala Land Development Board at
- Kolahalamedu in Idukki district. The foundation stone of
the College was laid on 27% January, 2001,

In addition to the Research Stations that were transferred
to the University, the University has started four Research
Stations of its own. At present, the Kerala Agricultural
University is having ten Colleges, six Regional Agricultural
Research Stations (RARS), 26 Research Stations, five Krishi
Vigyan Kendras, 18 other units such as Central Library,

Instructional Farms, Training Service Units, Information-cum- -

Sales Centres, Radio Tracer laboratory, Dairy Plant, Meat
Plant, High School, Press, etc. spread all over the State,
catering to the needs of the farming community at large.
The total area of the University is 1985.64 hactares.

RESEARCH

Research initiatives undertaken in the University are
focused on increasing the productivity of crops, livestock
and fish currently grown in the state, through manipulation
of the genetic base responsible both for yield enhancement
and overcoming biotic and abiotic stresses; improvements
in the management practices; control and management of
pests, diseases and parasites; increasing the efficiency of
the biophysical and human resources, and inputs as well,
used in production; the introduction of new crops, animals,
and machines, evaluating and designing policies,
programmes, institutions and infrastructure, and analyzing
and appraising the value systems and the gender equation
which are conducive or inhibitory to the adoption of
technologies and innovations evolved through research.

The research agenda is set through consultations with
the farming community and the extension personnel as well
as based on need assessment by the faculty, and the state
and national agencies and institutions, engaged in
development and research. Prioritisation and relevance are
set by the Faculty Research Committees. The Research
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Council comprises of eminent scientists and representatives
of various interest groups including farmers and
agribusiness, apart from providing guidance and linkages
with institutions engaged in research but also opportunities
for sharing experience, guides in setting the research agenda
and prioritization. Research Review Committee constituted
by the Executive Committee provides overseeing. Task
forces and crisis management groups are set up for the
timely intervention for solving the sudden out bursts of field
problems. Rapid Action groups linking KAU research
institutions and the development departments with territories
identified, monitor incidence of pests or diseases or other
natural outbreaks and to take timely remedial action at
various levels of the Government and the University.
Recommendations on crop, livestock, fishery and forestry
production technologies emerging from research within the
institutions under the University and sister research
organizations are compiled, discussed and evaluated jointly
with the extension agencies and other interest groups, and
published periodically at 4-5 year intervals as compendia
known as Package of practices Recommendations which
are recognized as the most authentic documentation of
research outputs.

The research support for the sustainable development
of the agriculture sector of the state is rendered in the
partnership mode in close association with the research
institutions managed by the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research, Development and Commodity Boards, and
Departments of the State and Central Governments. Over
700 research projects are currently in operation including
34 All India Co-ordinated Research Projects/Network
Projects and 19 NATP projects in various fields of agriculture,
horticulture, forestry, animal sciences and fisheries and
externally aided projects funded by ICAR, ICFRE, DST, DBT,
NWDPRA, STEC, PPIC, BARC etc. Research undertaken
in the University cover all economically important crops
grown in the state with focus on rice, vegetables,
banana, pineapple, pepper, coconut, cashew, cardamom,
medicinal plants and aromatic plants; animals (catile, goats,
pigs, elephants and poultry including ducks); fisheries; farm
machines and implements; crop and animal production and
management; introduction of new crops and animals,
farming systems especially integrated homestead farming;
conservation of plant and animal germ- plasm for preserving
biodiversity; meat technology; processing of farm products;
economics of crop production and commodity marketing.

Release of over one hundred varieties of crops among
them 70 during the nineties including coconut, pepper and
cocoa hybrids, which are high yielding and capable of
withstanding biotic and abictic stresses under a variety of
biophysical resource environments and two nationally
acclaimed breeds of poultry (Athulya and Gramalekshmi);
biological control and suppression of the water weed
popularly known Africal paayal {Salvinia mclesta) that
rendered rice production in the rice bowl Kuttanad using
the tiny weevil Cyrfobagous salviniae; technology with focys
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on underground drainage for the reclamation of low
production highly acid sulphate soils of the low wetlands:
standardization of protacols for large scale multiplication by
in vitrotechniques in several crops; package of management
practices for the rehabilitation of coconuts in the dreaded
coconut root (wilt) and black pepper phyotophthora foot rot
disease affected areas that would help to sustain reasonable
levels of income; control of coconut mite; germplasm
collections in rice, coconut, cocoa, pepper, medicinal and
aromatic'plants; conservation of the near extinct Vechur
cattle; permanent manurial trials on coconut and paddy;
high density planting in pineapple and cashew; increasing
fertilizers-efficiency and thereby the availability of nutrients
through slow release nitrogen fertilizers; development of
commercially viable technology for processing cashew apple
juice; development of commercially viable technology for
the hatchery production of seeds of the giant fresh water
prawn (Macrobrachium rosenbergi) and its dissemination
through consultancy service; standardization of integrated
fish-rice culture; designing and developing a simple coconut
husking tool; designing and testing of underground check
dam for the conservation and preservation of water suitable
to hilly areas; standardization of isoelectric focusing for the
identification of meat from various species of animals:
development of a cell culture duck plague vaccine from a
local isolate and recommendation for simultaneous
vaccination with duck pasteurellosis; development of a new
mesogenic vaccine strain (RDV-M) against ranikhet disease
for commercial use; evaluation of over 50 unconventional
feeds and fodders and their incorporation in commercial
feed mixes; standardization and wide-spread chemical
tranquilization and control of elephants and other captive
and wild animals; evolving of a milk recording system to
predict 305 day’s milk yield with a few point observations:
preparation of seventeen blood-group antigens for grouping
of caitle for progeny testing programme; are indeed some
of the research findings and outputs of major economic
significance from the fields and laboratories of the Kerala
Agricultural University since it came into being as an entity
with an identity.

Transfer of technology, another mandatory function
bestowed upon the university, is realized through
testing and evaluation of the technologies and innovations
under farmers’field conditions, analyzing their potentials for
sustainable income and employment and the constraints
inhibiting adoption including technological, economic,
institutional and infra- strucflral, social equity including
gender sensitivity and employment and environmental
compatibility(impact); training of extension personnel; and
bringing about institutional and organizational innovations;
and making available good quality planting and breeding
materials, '

The Extension Advisory Committee which comprises of
representatives of various development agencies,
farmers and other interest groups including agribusiness,
not only provides guidance and linkages with institutions
?m;aged in extension and development but also gives

opportunities for sharing experience in setting the extension
agenda and prioritization as well. The programmes of the
University in the area of extension are operationalised
through a network of institutions consisting of five Krishi
Vigyan Kendras, one in each of the major agroecological
zones serving as the vanguard of the technology transfer
commitment in which all the basic components
including training of farmers are incorporated. The Central
Training Institute, the Training Service Scheme and CET for
Plantation Crops co-ordinate and facilitate inservice
training on new innovations, technologies, and extension
management to the grass roots as well as middle level
functionaries of development departments and agencies
drawing considerable technical, scientific and professional
capacity available in the University. The Communication
Centre has a staff composition that embodies specialized
knowledge in every branch of agriculture. The People’s
Planning Campaign Cell provides critical support to
decentralization and local level planning by designing and
developing projects for the sustainable development of
agriculture and natural resource management sector.
Publications include more than 300 titles (books and
booklets), the bimonthly farm periodical Kalpadhenu with
primary focus on the farmers, the monthly KAU News, the
Journal of Vieterinary and Animal Sciences and the Journal
of Tropical Agriculfture published twice in a year targeted at
the scientists and professionals, and occasional pamphlets
and brochures on specific innovations and problems. The
University provides news and materials to all types of media
and brings timely updates on Package of Practices
Recommendations for the production and management of
crops, and livestock. Technologies and innovations are
demonstrated and evaluated on a large scale as that of a
panchayath under the Village Adoption Pro- gramme and
the Lab to Land programme. Consultancy services are also
undertaken. Three Agromet Units provide advisory services
on weather status, warning on weather related stress factors
and timely farm operations appropriate to weather
conditions. Good quality planting and breeding materials
are produced and made available to the farming
community through 20 nurseries, three poultry hatcheries,
one prawn hatchery, 10 cattle and livestock farm units. Nine
Information cum Sales Centres, make available the inputs
and information at the single window:; and two Veterinary
Hospitals, one Veterinary Mobile Service and four Veterinary
Dispensaries provide veterinary services.

Large scale adoption of technologies through collective
action has been under experimentation and testing for the
last several years. The University has been experimenting
with various forms of collective action for putting group
dynamics to work in production activities with focus on self
reliance. Its pioneering work in mobilizing community action
in rice production on an area basis gave birth and blossomed
into Group Farming which was promoted and spread through
the entire state playing a pivotal role in committing collective
action first in rice production, and later extended to coconut,
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pepper and vegetables. Further refinement was pursued
with the incorporation of selectively identified crugial
interventions to alleviate critical constraints, hands-on
training of the participants right on the fields (the field school
approach) and linking the process with easy access to credit
in the form of a revolving fund to procure critical inputs. The
Group Approach for Locally Adapted and Sustainable
Agriculture (GALASA) has been tested in three villages in
the Palakkad district, as a meaningful tool for information
dissemination, by commanding group action. Group action
for utilizing group dynamics for boosting up rice production
is being extended to other panchayaths in the district. The
concept is being extended to the cultivation of coconut for
transferring the technology package developed for the
management of root (wilt) affected areas by introducing
Comprehensive Coconut Care Programme {CCCP) in a few
panchayaths of the Alappuzha and Koltayan districts,

The Kerala Agricultural University is credited with having
conceptualized and operationalised the single window
approach for technology transfer by concurrently providing
access to information, both print and visual media, and
production inputs, through its pioneering innovative
initiative for establishing the first Information cum Sales
Centre at Mannuthy which is described as a unique
innovation. This model designed and perfected by the
University is extensively commented upon and is being
promoted nation-wide through the network known as
Agricultural Technology Information Centres (ATIC) where
information,production inputs and diagnostic services are
made available at a single window. The University is now
experimenting for expanding the concept with the addition
of small bit viable enterprise units based on
technologies developed in the University, to be christened
as Agricultural Biotechnology Agency for Rural
Development (ABARD). The university would provide hands-
on training in production and management, and continuous
back stopping, and facilitate access to credit. A consortia
approach will be pursued for implementation with the
involvement of the District Cooperative Bank, the Panchayath
Raj [nstitutions apart from the University.

Kerala Agricultural University is well poised to meet the
challenges ahead that transforms agriculture sector into the
engine of growth of Kerala's economy by providing the

human resources, and skills and technology for the
sustainable development of state’s agriculture, all economic
activities put to the production of biomass based on land
and water including crop production {(agriculture), animal
husbandry, forestry and fishery.

Realisation of this cbjective renders imperative on the
one hand, the fostering of the natural strengths and
advantages emanating from resource endowments such
as abundant rainfall and sun shine and tropical climate
bestowing year round biomass production capability as well
as the literate and well informed human population; and on
the other hand sharpening the competitive edge of Kerala's
agriculture through a package of appropriate strategies,
public policies, development programmes, technology
services and investment support,

For ensuring livelihood security of the dependent
population in the specific context of Kerala's highly
heterogeneous resource base and societal values, a
paradigm shift in optimization of the biophysical
resource base for agricultural development from the
maximization of production of specific commodities in
contrast,to the maximization of income and employment on
a sustainable basis is called for.

In education at the graduate level, professionatism would
be strengthened with entrepreneurship; and at the post-
graduate level, training would be imparted in emerging areas
integrating relevant disciplines such as biotechnology, natural
resource management, IPR and biodiversity, WTO and
global trade to mention a few.

Research would be reotiented towards bringing a system
approach to technology generation rather than centered
around specific commadities and on integrated agro-silvi-
pastoral-agua production systems and resource based
livestock production; shifting emphasis on product
conversion and value addition rather than ending with
preduction alone. Extension and technology transfer would
focus on group approach and area approach, and
technology for production systems rather than commodities;
training for entrepreneurship rather than adding skills; and
support services to be rendered by the single window
approach. We are sure that Kerala Agricultural University
would strive to fulfill its commitment by reorienting and
restructuring its programmes.
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One of the chronic problems that Kerala agriculture has been
facing is the deficit in the internal production of rice ,the staple
food of the people. We produce only 20 percent of our
requirement. Though there was an increase in rice production
from ninelakh tons in late 1950s to 13.5 lakh tons in mid 70 's, the
decline in area and production of rice in the [ast two decades has
been at an alarming rate. In recent years the cost of production
of rice has gone up in the state due to the higher prices of
input and increased wage rates. At the same time the price of
paddy has gone down due to the availability of rice in plenty
by imports from other states. Hence the farmers always
complain that rice cultivation is uneconomic and talk about
switching over to other crops orto fish farming. There is also a
strong school of thought that Kerala should concentrate on
commercial crop and depend on other states for the supply of
rice. This argement can not be accepted as such not only
from the point of view of self sufficiency in rice production but
also due to the significant role the paddy fields play in
maintaining the ecological balance. This includes sustenance
of drainage system, the conservation of ground water regime
and the preservation of the flora and fauna. Instead of leaving
the land fallow the rice farmers should be motivated to bring
more and more area under cultivation. This can happen only
if the farmers get a higher return per unit area which can be
achieved only by increasing the rice productivity and by
reducing the cost of cultivation. In this context breeders have
the responsibility of evolving varieties not only with high yield
potential but also with resistance to biotic and abiotic stresses.
Agronomists will have the challenge to give the proper
environment for the full expression of its genetic potential and
to find ways and means to reduce the cost of cultivation. There
is also an urgent need for the mechanization of all operations
in paddy cultivation to make it profitable. Though the system
of ploughing with tractor or power tiller has come to stay in
the state, four other critical operations which demand large
scale mechanization are seeding, transplanting, harvesting
and threshing. This issue as well as the problem associated
with mechanization have to be addressed urgently by the
Agricultural Engineers.

To achieve atleast 50 percent self sufficiency in rice production
in the state, the strategy should be to increase the productivity
as well as the cropping intensity from the current level of 1.3
to 2.0. If a productivity of around 3.5 tons/ha. and a gross
cropped area of 6 lakh ha could be achieved it would ensure
a total production of 21 lakh tons by the year 2010 {50 percent
of the targeted production). The following strategies are
suggested for achieving the targeted rice production.

THE CHALLENGES IN RICE RESEARCH

Dr.R.Vikraman Nair, Director of Research, KAU

Strategies far achieving targeted rice production;
Technological interventions:

1. ldentification of the most suitable variety for a
particular agro-climatic zone and development of the
management practices for the expression of it's full
genetic potential.

2. Use of hybrid rice technology to suit the local farming
situation.

3. Application of biotechnology and development of acid
tolerant/saline tolerant/pest and disease tolerant
varieties.

4. Inthe wet land system, water control is hardly given
any importance, There is an urgent need to provide
proper drainage and study the various aspécts related
with water control in paddy lands especially with
respect to nutrient use efficiency.

5. In addition to low land rice, due emphas is to be
given to upland rice and development of suitable
technology for the same.

6. Farmers should be encouraged to use organic
manures and eco-friendly pest and disease
management practices (if necessary by giving
incentives.)

Socio-Economic interventions:

1. Ensuring the adoption of scientific technologies developed
at the research stations by the farmers.

2. ldentifying areas with high potential for paddy cultivation
and prohibit by legislation irreversible conversion of such paddy
lands.

3. Price incentives, higher minimum support price and
subsidies to make rice cultivation profitable.

4. Proper maintenance of irrigation canals, it's branches and
tributaries.

5. Mechanization of all operations in paddy cultivation. This
should involve farm' scientists for the development of
technology, agro-industries for it's commercialization and
farmers’ societies for it's popularization and for providing
economic support.

6. Promotion of rice based fish farming system and integration
of complementary enterprises such as live stock, poultry/duck
farming for augmenting productivity, profitability and
employment opportunities.
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e, N€ Paddy Breeding station, Pattambi carne into
;,_7 ! existence on the 12 ™ Of March , 1927 when the
i &% late Mr. M. Ananthan, the first Assistant Paddy

specialist took possession of the land from the
revenue authorities of the Malabar district. It was on 26
November 1926 that a team consisting of Mr. Ananthan,
Mr. C.S. Madaiah as farm manager and Mr.C.M John as
Research Assistant atrived at Pattambi on transfer from
the Agricultural College and Research Institute Coimbatore.
This was the fourth paddy breeding station sanctioned by
the then Madras Government in pursuance of the policy to
provide facilities for improvernent of local “paddies” in the
chief rice growing areas of the Madras Presidency. This
station was actually sanctioned in 1925-26, but the delay
in acquisition of land made it necessary to forgo the money
voted. The site was chosen at Pattambi after extensive
tours in the Malabar district by a committee headed by Dr.
K Ramiah. The credit of selection goes to the late Mr. M.
Govinda Kidavu, Deputy Director of the then VIl circle,
Tellicherry. The station was formally declared open by
Visugount Goshen, Governor of Madras Presidency on the
12" of October 1928. In those days there were no modern
research facilities or conveniences for living as are available
to the workers at the present time. The station's
achievements in the release of an incredible number of
improved varieties of rice in the shortest span of time in
spite of such handicaps as limited staff and poor tacility for
research could only be attributed to the high sense of
responsibility, moral integrity, intellectual capacity and hard
work of staff-which should be a source of great inspiration
for our generation.

Though the station started as Paddy Breeding Station,
its name was changed to Agricultural Research Station in
1930. It was transferred to Kerala State with the re-
organization of the States in 1956, In 1962, this station
was raised to the status of the Central Rice Research
Station. After the formation of Kerala Agricultural University,
it was transferred to the University in 1972. With the
implementation of NARP in 1981, the station was
upgraded as Regional Agricultural Research Station of the
Central Zone comprising Ernakulam, Thrissur, Palakkad
and Malappuram Districts. The station owns an area of
around 65 hectres which includes all the main
representative land types of Kerala; ‘modan’ (rainfed
upland), ‘palliyal’ (single crop wetland) and ‘iruppuni-

_

Seventy five Years of Research
& Service to the Farming Community...
Dr. PV. Balachandran, Associate Director of Research RARS, Pattambi

laim’(double crop wet Iénd).The entire area is rainfed which
represents the general condi‘ions prevailing in the entire
state.

The lead function of the station is to conduct research on
rice, pulses, horticultural crops and rice-based farming
systems. The research activities of the station are spread
over various disciplines, mainly Plant Breeding and
Genetics, Agronomy, Soil science, Entomology, Plant
pathology, Horticulture, Agricultural engineering and
Extension.

Early rice breeding work mainly concentrated on
introduction of improved varieties from elsewhere as well
as selection of superior strains from locally available
genotypes. The station owes its name and fame to the elite
rice varieties developed and released from the staticn with
the prefix ‘Ptb’. With the concerted efforts for the crop
improvement 57 varieties were released from this station,
i.e., Aryan (Ptb 1) released in 1934 to Swetha (Ptb 57)
released in 2002 to suit the different cropping situations of
Kerala. Many of these Ptb varieties are accepted as universal
donors for resistance to biotic and abiotic stresses. It is
during the platinum jubilee celebration that the varieties,
“Swetha” and “Varsha” were released

With the intreduction of high yielding varieties of rice
belonging to dwarf indica group, an intensive programme
to develop high vyielding dwarf, fertilizer
responsive varieties of rice suitable for Kerala was initiated.
As aresult Annapoorna (Ptb 35), high yielding, dwarf early
duration hybrid derivative was developed from a cross
between Ptb10 and T(N)1 and was released in 1966.It was
the first hybrid derivative of South East Asia .

Following this, a series of varieties like Rohini, Aswathy,
Triveni, Jyothi, Bharathy and Sabari were released for
general culiivation. After 1984, varieties like Swarnaprabha,
Jayathy, Resmi, Matta Triveni, Neeraja, Nila, Kairali,
Kanchana, Aathira, Aiswarya, Mangala Mahsuri, Karuna,
Harsha,Varsha and Swetha were developed employing
breeding techniques like selection, hybridisation and
selection and induced mutagenesis.

Germplasm collection and conservation of rice was given
prime importance from the beginning and nearly one
thousand varieties were maintained here till 1971-1972.
These were transferred to the Gene Bank of the
International Rice Research Institute, Manila in 1972. From
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1973 onwards an assemblage of recently released varieties,
promising pre-release cultures and traditional rice varieties
of Kerala are being collected and maintained. Now, the
germplasm collection of the station includes nearly six
hundred strains of rice. A NATP funded project on
sustainable management of plant biodiversity was started
in 1999 . The project was aimed at collection, conservation,
evaluation and documentation of germplasm in rice and
vegetable crops. The research on hybrid rice was started
here during 1994, Exotic CMS lines which are stable and

adaptable under Kerala conditions and new restorers and-

maintainers have been identified for developlng superior rice
hybrids for Kerala.

A large number of cultural, manurial and herbicidal trials
have been conducted in this station from 11927 onwards.
Most of the recommendations for rice regarding
spacing and fertilizer application had been generated from
this station. Chemical control of weeds has been found to
be effective and economical in the uplands as well as in the
wetlands. Herbicide evaluation studies using newer
chemicals are being conducted for upland and wet [and
conditions. The results of the Permanent Manurial Trials
conducted in rice since 1961 shows the superiority of
integrated nutrient application with a combination of organic
manures and chemical fertilizers for soil health and crop
yield. All India Coordinated Research Project On Long Term
Fertilizer Experiments started in 1997 also shows the same
trend. The maximum yield was recorded in plots receiving
FYM and NPK as per the Package of Practices
Recommendations. An Agricultural Meteorological
observatory set up in 1948 under the Co-ordinated. Crop
Weather Scheme is functioning in the station.

Pests and diseases continue to be msjor production
constraints of rice production. Therefore efforts are being
continued to generate information on various aspects of
pest and disease management. The first Indian record of
whorl maggot (Hydrelfia philippina Ferino), panicle thrips
(Haploth- rips ganglibauri), leaf scald disease
{Rhyncosporium oryzae) was made from this station. The
current research programmes include identification of host
plant resistance to major pests and diseases of rice,
development of cultural practices for reducing the incidence
of pests and diseases, pest and disease monitoring studies,
evaluation of newer insecticides and fungicides, biological
control and evaluation of biopesticides and botanical
formulations. The pioneer work of development of a simple,
low cost, ecofriendly biological control of bacterial blight
using cowdung extract was a significant contribution of this
station. Spraying fresh cowdung extract (20g I') at an
interval of 10 days was found equally effective as antibiotic
spray. Most of recommendations of chemicals for the pest
and disease management presently in use were made

from this station. The control of stem borer and leaf folder
using the biocontrol agent Trichogramma and pheromone
traps are giving promising results. The Pseudomonas

‘fluorescens was found to be very effective for the

management of sheath blight. The botanical formulations
like Achook , Spictaf and Neem gold can be included in
IDM for the management of sheath blight. The experiment
on evaluation of green manures showed that the application
of Pferocarpus marsupium was effective for managing
sheath blight as well as for increasing the yield.

For the development of most of the rice varieties and
other technologies of agronomic management and pest
and disease management, All India Co-ordinated Rice
Improvement Project (AICRIP) played a significant role
which is a major ongoing programme in rice comprising
co-ordinated trials on crop improvement, agronomy,
entomolgy and plant pathology.

Considering the deleterious effects of the chemicals,
organic farming has gained considerable importance in
the present day agriculture. A NATP funded project on the
sustainable rice production through crganic farming in rice
was initiated in the right time to develop an organic farming
strategy for rice cultivation and also for studying the
feasibility of a rice - fish farming system. In this project,
available organic manures and non chemical methods of
pest and disease management are being tried. The impact
of this culture on rice economy and on the rice ecosystem
are also being monitored.

National Seed Production- Breeder Seed Production
programme of this station is the only unit for the state.
Breeder seeds of important, high yielding and popular rice
varieties are produced here to meet the demand of central
and state agencies like NSC, State Agricultural Department
and the State Seed Farms. Besides nucleus and breeder
seeds, 60 to 70 tons of foundation seeds are also being
produced for distribution among the farmers of the state.
On an average 5-6 tons of breeder seeds of the different
varieties are being produced and distributed from this
station annually.

Besides rice, research on pulses and other horticultural
crops are also undertaken in this station. Research on
pulses started as early as 1966. The initial works were on
the improvement of horsegram, black gram and cowpea
by pure line selection. In 1876, the All India Coordinated
Pulses Improvement Project was started for the

“intensification of research on pulses with the financial

support of the ICAR. From 1290 onwards, the centre was
shifted from AICRP on pulses to AICRP on arid legumes
with lead research on cowpea and horsegram. The most
significant accomplishment of the research on pulses \;'vpe_}*s




the release of an early duration dual purpose cowpea
variety ‘Kanakamony'in 1977-78 and a grain type cowpea
variety ‘Krishnamony’in 1981-82. Under the All India
Coordinated varietal trials on pulses, the best varieties of
other States are tested for their yield performance. In
addition, trials on the agronomic management and pest
and disease management packages for the pulse crops
are also being conducted.

Studies conducted in early periods on cotton indicated
that Gossypium hirsutum varieties can be successfully
cuitivated in the ‘modan’ uplands as a rainfed crop in the
first and second crop seasons. ‘Ceiba’ a new silk cotton
variety introduced to Pattambi proved its worth as a
tiomestead crop. Extensive research conducted on
‘Riverbed cultivation’ during 1990s had identified suitable
varieties of watermelon, bhindi and other vegetables.
Recently, one ash gourd variety ‘Indu’ and high
yielding short duration Chinese potato (Coleus) variety,
‘Nidhi’ have been released.

Agricultural engineering is another field of research.
Various aspects of mechanization in rice cultivation are
being studied. The seed drill, transplanter, harvester and
thresher are being used in the station especially in seed
preduction fields. In addition to the externally aided
programmes, the station carries out about 30 need based
research programmes funded by the University.

A NATP funded multidisciplinary project Institution
Village Linkage Programme through Technoclogy
Assessment and Refinement (IVLP-TAR) for farmer
participatory testing and refinement of technologies/
recommendations to suit specific microfarming situations
was initiated during 1996. During the last four years, about
120 onfarm trials and verification frials on rice and rice
based farming system and coconut homesteads have been
putto test in the project villages and the results have been
fed back to the research system for suitable refinement.

The station maintains close linkage with the Agriculture
Department and other agencies for the effective transfer
of technology. The scientists actively participate in the
monthly workshops and farmer scientist interactions
organized by the State department. The Zonal Research
Extension Advisory Committee Workshop held annually
is a forum for discussion about the research activities as
well as the field problems. The scientists perform joint field
visits with the department personnel as members of
diagnostic team. Various trainings to the extension officers,
farmers and undergraduate students of Agriculture are
being implemented from this station. The station actively
participates in the decentralized planning process and had
served as the resource cum training centre for imparting
training to agricultural officers and other members of the
Agricultural Task Force during the 1X th Plan Period. This
is being continued for the X plan also. The Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK) located in this station organizes short training
programmes for farmers, women and youth on Agriculture,
Animal husbandry, Agro forestry and Home science.

The commendable achievements made by this
illustrious institution during this 75 years of its existence
has earned a unique place in the tield of agricultural
research. This unique feat could be achieved only due to
the selfless and dedicated work of former heads and
stalwarts like Dr. M. Ramiah, Sri. M. Govinda kidavu, Sri.
M. Ananthan, Sri. C.S. Madaiah, Sri.C.M. John, Sri. K
Rajagopalan, Dr.N. Parthasarathy, Sri. M.C.V. Narasimha
Rao, Sri. K. Ramaswami, Sri. M. Kelukutty Menon, Sri. P.
Uthaman, Sri. P.C. Sahadevan, Sri. A.J. Chacko, Dr. R.
Gopalakrishnan, Dr. N. Rajappan Nairand Prof. K.l. James
and Sri. N. Gopalan. Though it is very difficult to match the
high tradition set by the former dedicated group of
scientists, the present generation also is striving hard to
rise up to the expectations and to meet the future
challenges of crop production in Kerala.
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REPORT ON PLATINUM JUBILEE
CELEBRATIONS

Established in the year 1927, the Regional
Agricultural Research Station, Pattambi celebrated its
Platinum Jubilee in the year 2002. A function organized
for laying the foundaticn. stone for the ‘Modern Seed
Stare’ on 14 ™ January, 2002 marked the beginning of
the celebrations. The seed store was sanctioned from
the Local Development Fund of Sri. S. Ajayakumar, M.
., Ottapalam. The Foundation Stone of the Seed Store
was laid by Sri. S. Ajayakumar, in a function chaired by
Sri. C.P. Mohammed, M.L.A., Pattambi. The elected
representatives of the Local bodies, Vice Chancellor and
other senior officers of the Kerala Agricultural University
and farmers participated in the function. The Honourable
Vice Chancellor released the Platinum Jubilee logo and
hoisted the jubilee flag.

A National Symposium on “Priorities and strategies
for rice research in high rainfall tropics” was organized
as part of the celebrations during October 10-11, 2002.
The Honorable Minister for Agriculture Smt. K.R. Gouri
Amma inaugurated the Symposium on 10-10-2002 in a
meeting chaired by Sri. C.P. Mohammed, Honorable
LA, Pattambi. In her inaugural address, Smt. Gouri
Amma remarked that the state can achieve agricultural
prosperity only through effective coordination between
the departments of Agriculture, Soil Survey, Solil
Conservation, Land Utilisation Board and Kerala
Agricultural University . The chief guest of the occasion
Dr. M. 8. Swaminathan who was honored by the Minister,
delivered the key note address. Dr.M.S.Swaminathan
called for renewed efforts on the part of scientists for
achieving sustainability and equity in agricultural
development programmes.

Sri. C.P. Mohammed, the Honorable MLA, Pattambi,
in his presidential address highlighted the achievements
of the Station and also pointed out the need for more
resilience in the rice farming system.. Dr. K.V. Peter,
Honorable Vice Chancellor, gave a brief account of the
history and contributions of the station in the Regional,
National as well as International agricultural sector.

Three new rice varielies were presented to the
farmers during the occasion. ‘Varsha’ a medium duration
variety with red rice was released by the Honorable
Minister, Smt. K.R. Gouri Amma. Sri. P.P. George M.L.A,
and Executive Commitiee Member of the University,
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released a long duration rice variety named “Swetha’
and Dr. R. Gopalakrishnan, Former Director of Research
released “Gowri”, a medium duration variety.

A special issue of the leading agricultural magazine
“Kerala Karshakan” high lighting the achievements of
RARS, Pattambi was released by Smt. K.R. Gouri
Amma on the occasion.

Felicitations were offered by the representatives of
Pattambi Block and Grama Panchayath. Dr. P.V.
Balachandran, Associate Director of Research
welcomed the gathering and Dr. R. Vikraman Nair,
Director of Research, KAU proposed the vote of thanks.

Scientific sessions started-at 12 noon. Dr. M.S.
Swaminathan, Chairman, MSSRF, Chennai delivered
the Platinum Jubilee lecture. He recalled all the
historical developments in rice breeding. He called for
intensive research to meet the challenges on
Economic, technological, ecological, equity and ethical
dimensions in order to have an evergreen revolution. -
He explained the importance of the five pillars of
productivity, Water, Energy, Health, Agriculture,
Biodiversity and ecosystem management. He hoped
that by centenary, RARS, Pattambi would be able to
scale better heights by the co-operation of
technologists and policy makers.

The first sessicn on Conservation and utilization of
“Rice biodiversity in tropics: challenges” was chaired
by Dr. Mahadevappa, Chairman, QRT (AICRIP) and
co-chaired by Dr. B.N. Singh, Director, CRRI, Cuttack.
Five lead papers were presented in the session. The
paper on ‘New Plant Type in rice’ presented by Dr. P.
Virk, Rice Breeder, |RRI, Philippines discussed the
possibilities of breeding to break the yield barriers of

- the present HYVs with ideotypes having characters like

low tillering, few unproductive tillers, 250 grains per
panicle, thick and sturdy stems and increased harvest
index. Preliminary reports available indicated the
possibility of utilizing NPT lines for higher yield without
additional application of fertilizers.

The second paper on the ‘present and future
prospects of Hybrid rice in India’ was presented by Dr.
B.Misra, Director, DRR, Hyderabad. The yield
advantage of the rice hybrids over the canventional
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varieties and the strategies for large scale adoption of
hybrid rice like intensification of transfer of technology,
efforts to make available seeds at affordable price and
efforts for enhancing magnitude of heterosis were
discussed.

Dr. B.N. Singh, Director, CRR!, Cuttack presented
the paper on “The future potential of Rice biotechnology
and transgenic rice”. He narrated the success stories
of adoption of biotechnology in major crops including
rice. HYVs in rice with abiotic and biotic stress tolerance
was developed adopting this technique. PTB 10 is widely
used in rice breeding to induce gall midge resistance.
He called upon the scientists to take up frontier research
in rice biotechnology to meet the challenges of the future.

Dr. M. Subramannian, Director of Research, TNAU
gave a stimulating lecture on “conservation of rice
genetic resources — challenges”. He highlighted the
need for conservation of wild races for continuous
breeding programmes to meet the present day
challenges of biotic and abiotic stresses. He also
suggested that the modern tools of biotechnology may
be utilized for incorporating desirable ganes in locally
adapted varieties to improve the quality. The policy
issues related to germplasm conservation were also
discussed.

The status of rice breeding programmes in KAU was
presented by Dr. R. Gopalakrishnan, Former Director of
Research, KAU. He gave a vivid picture of the historical
background and present status of rice breeding in Kerala.
He suggested that varieties preferred by the farmers
but unrecognized in the certification system may be
tested scientifically for yield and other attributes and if
found desirable, be officially recognized and released.
Efforts are also to be made for strengthening the
research and cultivation of special rice varieties of Kerala
like Jeerakasala and Njavara for exploiting international
market.

The session on Biotic stress Management under
tropical conditions was chaired by Dr. C.C. Abraham,
Associate Dean, (Rtd), KAU and co-chaired by Dr.
K.M.Rajan, Assoc. Director (Rtd), KAU. In the key note
address, the Chairman highlighted the need for National
Biological Control (NBC), IPM and IDM. The techniques
of gene pyramiding for achieving stable resistance for
biotic stress management should be attempted.
Refinement of IPM modules based on the feed back from
the farmers is the need of the hour. The first paper on
“Integrated Pest management in Tropical Rice” was
presented by Dr. |.C. Pasalu, Head (Ent.) of the
Directorate of Rice Research, Hyderabad. He pointed
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out that though in the earlier days there were only two
to three major pests in rice, now more than 10 insect
pests are posing threat to rice production. Efforts should
be made to give more weightage to various components
of IPM viz., host plant resistance, cultural methods of
control and need based chemical control measures. If
at all chemical measures are to be adoptec , it should
be based on ETL and location specific ETL should be
developed.

Dr. Gnanamanickam, Professor { Plant Pathology),
Madras University spoke on gene Pyramiding for BLB
resistance. The popular variety Jyothi was found to be
susceptible to BLB, and by adopting Pathotyping, 11 new
races have been identified in Palakkad against BLB. The
paper on weed flora and their management in tropical
rice was presented by Dr. Murthy from the NEC on weed
control. The weed problems in upland and rainfed low
land rice and their management were discussed in detail.
Development of herbicide resistant rice varieties and
biological weed control and bicherbicides were cited as
thrust areas. The Co-chairman of the session, Dr. K.M.
Rajan, presented the summary of the posters.

The third session on “Rice Eco-system Management”
started at 9 am, on the second day (11-10-2002). The
session was chaired by Dr. K.G. Pillai, Former Director,
DRR. Four lead papers were presented in this session.
The paper on “New vistas in soil fertility management in
rice system” presented by Dr. N.N. Potty dealt with the
reasons for the failure of crop response to added
nutrients and the suggestions to overcome this problem.
The agronomic management required for attaining higher
productivity was discussed in detail.

The paper on the ‘Rice ecosystems in Kerala' by Dr.
N.K. Sasidharan, KAU described and highlighted the
uniqueness of the different rice ecosystems in Kerala.
The paper on “Rice Fish Farming System’ by Dr. K.G.
Padmakumar, KAU described an economical and
environment friendly farming system for the wet land
rice fields — the Rice fish farming system. The system
which is presently adopted in Kuttanad may be extended
to wet lands in other parts of Kerala also.

The summary of the 64 posters in the session was
presented by the Co-chairman Dr. R. Vikraman MNair,
Director of Research, Kerala Agricultural University.

The session on “Mechanisation in rice farming' was
chaired by Dr.V.V. Sreenarayanan, Dean, College of Agrl.
Engineering, TNAU who delivered the key note address
on flmproved machinery for production and processing
of rice’. There were two papers presented in thjs sassion
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‘One on “Prospects of mechanization in rice culture in
Kerala’ prepared by Dr. C.P. Mochammed, KAU and
presented by Dr.Sivaswamy . The second was on ‘Post-
production management in rice’ presented by Dr. A.
Dakshinamurthy, Director, TNRRI, Aduthurai.

The last session on‘Technolegy transfer — limitations
and challenges’ was chaired by Dr. K.N.
Shyamasundaran Nair, Former Vice Chancellor, KAU.
In the key note address on the topic ‘What ails rice
production in the high rainfall tropics’ — The Kerala
Experience’, he emphasized the need for a system
approach by both research and extension. Community
participation in planning and implementing rice
production programmes should be given importance.
The reality that the problems in average farmers field
are quite different from those in research station should
be given due consideration.

Dr. R.M. Prasad, Head, Communication Centre
presented the lead paper on “PTD in rice farming -
emerging trends”. He viewed PTD as alternative to solve
some of the problems in technology development and
dissemination. The challenges facing PTD at individual
level, institutional level and policy level were also
discussed.

The Plenary sessicn was chaired by Sri. T. Madhava
Menon, IAS, Former Vice Chancellor, KAU and was co-
chaired by Dr. G. Sreekantan Nair, Dean
(Agriculture),KAU. The recommendations of the technical
sessions were presented by the Chairman of the
sessions concerned and based on the deliberaticons in
the plenary session, the recommendations of the
National Symposium on “Priorities and strategies for rice
research in high rainfall tropics’ were evolved. The papers
presented by the following scientists were selected for
the best poster awards. In Rice Agronemy: [.Johnkutty &
K.P Prasanna,KAU. In Rice Breeding: Leenakumary.S.,
Rose Mary Francies, Valarmathy and Gregory Zacharia ,
Kerala Agricultural University. In Rice Pathology:
T.K.Saifunnisa and T.J. Rahmathnisa,Kerala Agricultural
University. In Rice entomology: R.P.Samuai, S.K.Banerii,
N.Chattopadhyaya, J.P. Sable,K.Karthikeyan and
P.V.Balachandran from Agrimet Division,Pune and
RARS,Pattambi. In Rice Transfer Technology: N.D. Sukla,
S.K. Sharma and Krishna Murari from PDCSR,
Modipuram, Meerat.

On the third day {12-10-2002), the valedictory
function of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations and the
inauguration of the Seed store and the Kissan Mela were
organized. Sri. C.P. Mohammed, MLA, Chairman of the
Organising Committee welcomed the gathering.
ngugurating the valedictory function, the Honorable
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Chief Minister, Shri. A.K. Antony said that paddy
cultivation should be made profitable. The Chief Minister
urged the Kerala Agricultural University to develop
technologies to help the paddy cultivators in Kerala to
come out of its present crisis. Globalisation has to be
accepted as a reality and we should make advantage
of its beneficial aspects. The technological advances
in the field of science such as biotechnology should be
utilized more and more for research in agriculture so as

“to boost the agricultural producticn.

At the function, the Chief Minister dedicated two
rice varieties to the farmers viz., Kunjukunju Varna and
Kunjukunju Priya developed as part of participatory plant
breeding of GALASA programme of the Palakkad
District Panchayath. The varieties were received by Shri.
K.V. Ramakrishnan, President, District Panchayath,
Palakkad The Honourable Finance Minsiter, Shri. K.
Sankaranarayanan presided over the function. He urged
the local bodies to use the fund judiciously so as to
maximize development of the State.

The modern seed store built under the MP’s Fund
sanctioned by Sri. S. Ajayakumar was inaugurated by
the Honorable MP during the occasion. Sri. P.P. George,
MLA, Executive Committee Member, KAU, Sri. K.A.
Chandran, MLA, Sri.V.K.Chardran,MLA, Sri.V.C. Kabir
MLA, Sri. Kalathil Abdulla MLA, Sri. X. Anil, District
Collector, Palakkad, Sri. Ashok kumar Thekken,
Principal Agricultural Qfficer, Palakkad, elected
representatives of local bodies, representatives of
political parties and service organizations offered the
felicitations. Publications on ‘Integrated disease
management in rice’, ‘Pulse crops of Kerala’',
‘Payaruvarga Vilakal’, ‘Integrated nutrient management
in rice’ and ‘Testing and certification of seeds’ were also
released during the occasion. Dr. A.l. Jose, Director of
Extension, KAU proposed vote of thanks.

A Kissan mela was organized as part of the Platinum
Jubilee Celebration. Nearly 600 farmers participated
in the mela. A seminar on problems and prospects of
paddy cultivation was conducted by a panel of experts.
Mechanisation technology in rice was dealt in detail.
Dr. P. Rajendran, Associate Professor & Head, KVK,
Pattambi proposed vote of thanks.

An exhibition on agriculture was organized for all the
three days. Apart from the research stations of KAU,
private agencies, publishers and farmers’organisations
participated in the exhibition. Around 1000 farmers,
2000 students and 200 scientists visited the exhibition.

A cultural programme was organized during the
evening on 10" and 12" October 2002 as part of Jubilee
celebrations.
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COMMITTEES CONSTITUTED FORTHE CONDUCT OF
THE PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATION OF

APEX COMMITTEE:

Patrons

Chairman
Members

Smt. K.R. Gouri Amma

Honourable Minister for Agriculture and
Pro-Chancellor of Kerala Agricultural
University .

AND

Dr. M.S. Swaminathan

M.S. Swaminathan Foundation, Chennai
Dr. K.V. Peter, Vice Chancellor, KAU

Dr. R.Vikraman Nair, Director of
Research, KAU

Dr, A_l. Jose, Director of Extension, KAU
Sri P.P. George, MLA & Member of KAU
Executive Committee

STEERING COMMITTEE:

Chairman
Convenors

Members

Sri. 8. Ajayakumar, M.P,, Ottapalam

Sri. K.V. Ramakrishnan, Prasident,

Dist. Panchayat,Palakkad

Smt. C. Sujatha, President, Pattambi
Block Panchayath

Sri. C.A.M.A_Kareem, President,
Pattambi Grama Panchayath

Sri. B.T. Venugopal, Pattambi

Dr. R. Gopalakrishnan, Former DR, KAU
Dr. K. Karunakaran, (Retd.) Professor,
RARS, Pattambi

Sri. E.P. Rajkumar, E.P. Farms, Ottapalam.

ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Chairman
Convenor

Co-convenors :

Members:-
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Sri. C.P. Mohammed, M.L.A. Pattambi
Dr. BV. Balachandran, ADR, RARS, Pattambi

Sri. A. Ahammed Kunji, Vice President,
Pattambi Block Panchayath.

Sri. K.R. Narayana Swamy,

Vice President,

Pattambi Grama Panchayath

Dr. M.L.Jyothi.Asst. Professor, RARS,
Pattambi

Dr . Rosamma, C.A, Assoc. Prof., ARS,
Mannuthy.

Dr. Raji, P, Asst. Prof., RARS, Pattambi
Sri. K. Karthikeyan, Asst. Prof., RARS,
Pattambi

Sri. Musthafa Kunnathodi, Asst. Prof,,
KVK, Pattambi

Sri. N. Saidalikuty, SFS, RARS, Pattambi
S, PK. Rajasekharan, £S5, FIARS, Pattambi
Sri. C.PM.A. Azeez, .8, RARS,
Pattambi

Sri. M.V. Yusuf, F.A, RARS, Pattambi

Sri. Ramadas, P Assistant, RARS, Pattambi

. Sri. A. Mohammedkutty, Regular

Mazdoor, RARS, Pattambi

REGIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH STATION, PATTAMBI

11. Sri. Ravindramohan, 8.0, RARS, Pattambi
12. K.M. Hussainar, Permanent Labourer, »
13. P. Kunjumuhamed, Permanent Labourer, »

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Chairman : Comptroller, KAU

Co-Chairman .  Associate Director, RARS, Pattambi
Convenor . 5ri. K. Rangaswamy, A.Q, RARS, Pattambi

Co - Convenors :

1, Sri, M.P. Ahammed, Section Officer,
RARS, Pattambi

Sri. M.P. Abdul Razack, Prof., (Stat)
CRS, Anakkayam

Smt. Anitha, S, Asst. Prof., RARS, Pattambi

w

Members

Dr. A. Prema, Asst.Prof., RARS, Pattambi
Sri. Musthafa, K, Asst. Prof., KVK, Pattambi
Sri.C.Rajagopalan,Section Officer, RARS,
Pattambi

Smt. Kalliani, Section Offlcer BARS,
Pattambi

Sri. Surendran, Assistant, RARS, Pattambi
Sri. Mohandas, Typist, KVK, Pattambi

Sri. P. Gangadharan, Assoc. Prof, RARS,
Pattambi

Nog A~ wh-

PROGRAMME COMMITTEE

Chairman :  Dr.R.vikraman Nair, Director of
Research, KAU, Vellanikkara.
Convenors
1. Dr. M.C. Narayanankutty, Asst. Prof., RARS,
Pattambi
2. Dr. . Johnkutty, Assoc. Prof.,
CSR Sub Centre,Vadakkumcherry
Co-convenors .
Dr.A. Prema, Asst. Prof., RARS, Pattambi
Dr. U. Jaikumaran, Assoc. Prof., ARS,
Mannuthy
Sri. Musthafia, K, Asst. Prof., KVK, Pattambi

© N

Members \
Dr.M.L.Jyothi , Asst. Professor, RARS,Pattambi
Dr. Susannamma Kurian, Assoc. Prof., CRS,
Madakkathara

Dr. Samuel Mathew, Assoc. Prof., AMPRS,
Odakkali

Mrs. Reena Mathew, Asst. Prof., ARS,
Chalakkudy

Dr. C. Narayanankutty, Asst Prof., ARS,
Mannuthy

Dr. T.K. Bridgit, Asst. Prof., ARS, Chaiakkudy
Dr. Rose Mary Francis, Asst. Prof., RARS,
Pattambi

Sri. Ravindramohan, 5.0, RARS, Paltambi
Sri. Bijuram, Asst. RAF!S Pattambi

10 Sri. Abdusaboor, Tech. Asst., RARS,Pattambi
11. Sri. Johney KVarghese Tech Asst., RARS,
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Pattambi
12, Sri. P. Surendran, Technician, RARS,
Pattambi
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13. 8ri. C.V. Ambujan, Tech., Asst., KVK, Pattambi,

14. Smt. Santhakumari, Typist, RARS, Pattambi

15. Smt. P. Kunjilakshmi, Peon, RARS, Pattambi

16. 8mt. T. Rugmini, Duplicate Machine
Operator, RARS, Pattambi

17. Smt. Vimi Louis, Asst. Prof., RARS, Pattambi

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Chairman Dr. A.l. Jose, Director of Extension, KAU
Co-Chairman Dr. R.R. Nair, ADR (Retd.)

Convenor Dr. P.V. Balachandran, ADR ifc

Co-convenors:

Members:

Neo rmoN

1. Dr. B. Mohankumar, Assoc. Prof, College of
Forestry
2. Dr. M.L. Jyothi, Asst. Prof, RARS, Pattambi

1. Smt. Gracy Mathew, Asst. Prof, AMPRS,
Odakkali

Dr. M.C. Narayanakutty. Asst. Prof., RARS,
Pattambi

Smt. S Helen, Asst. Prof, RARS,, Pattambi
Smt.Meagle Joseph, Asst, Prof., CRS,
Madakkathara

Dr. T.K. Bridjit, Asst. Prof., ARS, Chalakkudy
Sri. E. Gopinathan, Typlst RARS, Pattambi
Sri. Bijuram, Asst., RARS, Pattambi

SOUVENIR COMMITTEE .

Chairman
Convenor

Members:

Dr. K. Karunakaran, Prof. (Retd.), RARS,
Pattambi
Sri. Gregory Zacharia,Asst. Prof., RARS,
Pattambi

Dr. C. Beena, Asst. Prof., RARS, Pattambi
Dr. Devadas, Assoc. Prof., PRS, Vazhakulam
Dr. Sreenivasan, Asst. Prof., RARS, Pattambi
Sri. Santhoshkumar, Asst. Prof., KVK, Pattambi
Sri. Nadaraja Pillai, Office Supdt., RARS,
Patambi

Smt. Vijayalakshmi, Typist, RARS, Pattambi
Smt. Indu, PN, Asst, RARS, Pattambi

Sri. M. Mohammed Shajl Class v

PN DAL~

EXHIBITION COMMITI'EE

Chairman

Convenor

Dr. R.M. Prasad, Prof. & Head,
Communication Centre,Mannuthy
Dr. P. Rajendran, Prof. & Head, KVK,
Pattambi

Co-convenors

Members

1. Sri. Santhoshkumar,
Asst, Prof. KVK,Pattambi
2. Smt. S. Helen, Asst. Prof,, RARS, Pattambi
3. Dr. Rema Menon, Assoc. Prof., BRS,
Kannara

1. Dr. Prasanna K.P, Assoc. Prof.,

CSR Sub Centre, Wadakkumcherry

Dr. C. Narayanankutty, Assoc. Prof., ARS,
Mannuthy

Dr. A. Suma, Asst, Prof. BRS, Kannara

Dr. TK. Bridgit, Asst. Prof., ARS,Chalakkudy
Sri. P.P. Joy, Asst. Prof., RARS Pattambi

;AL N

6.

Dr. Meagle Joseph, Asst. Prof., CRS,
Madakkathara

. Smt, Gracy Mathew, Asst, Prof., AMPRS,
8.
8.

Odakkali

Sri. S.M. Purushothaman, Asst. Prof., RARS,
Pattambi

Sri. James,V.P, Tech. Asst., KVK, Pattambi

10. Smt. N, Saffiya, Lab Asst, RARS, Pattambi
11. 8ri. Johney varghese, Tech. Asst, RARS,

Pattambi

12. Smt. Premalatha, T, Assoc. Prof., KVK,

Pattambi.

13. Sri. Beg Behadoor, Class [V, RARS,

Pattambi

14. Smt. A.P. Yesoda, Class |V, RARS, Pattambi

15. Sri. KV Mohanan FA Vety

, RARS,
Pattambi

16. Smt. N, Rugmini, Class IV, RARS, Pattambi
17. Sri. M.P. Mohanan, Class IV, RARS, Pattambi
18. Sri. T.R. Sasidharan, Driver, KVK, Pattambi.

ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE

Chairman
Convenor

Co-convenor:

1.

@

Members:
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Dr. Luckin C. Babu, Assac. Dean, COF,
Vellanikkara

Dr. Ranjan, S. Karipai,

Communication Centre, Mannuthy

Sri. P. Gangadharan, Assoc. Prof., RARS
Pattambi

Dr. Raji, P, Asst. Prof., RARS, Pattambi
Dr.Baby. P Skaria, Assoc. Prof AMPRS,
Odakkali

Dr. Jyothi, M.L. Asst. Prof., RARS, Pattambi
Smt. 8. Anitha, Asst. Prof., RARS, Pattambi
Smt. Sakunthala Nair, Asst. Prof.,
BRS,Kannara

Dr. 8. Pushkala, Assoc. Prof., ARS,Chalakudy
Dr. Jayalakshml V.G, Asst, Prof CRS,
Madakkathara

Mr. Rajasekharan, P.K, Farm Supervisor,
RARS, Pattambi

Mr. Sudheer Asst., RARS, Pattambi

Mr. Arumughan, MV Drwer RARS, Pattambi
Smt. P.V. Girija, Asst. RARS, Pattambi

10 Sri. C. Subramanian, F.A, HAHS Pattambi
11. Sri. Vasunni, Class IV RAHS Patlambl
12.Smt. NPThankamam Class v

13. Sri. M. Appu, Permanent Labourer

RECEPTION COMMITTEE

Chairman

Co- Chairman
Convenor

Co-convenors

1.
2.

Members

PO W N

Dr.J. Thomas, Assoc. Prof. & Head,
AMPRS, Odakkall

Dr.P Prabhakuman

5rl. PPJoy, Asst. Prof., RARS, Pattambi

Dr M. Abdul Salam,CRS, Anakkayam
Dr. Rose Mary Franmes Asst. Prof., RARS,
Pattambi

Dr. Anitha Cheriyan, Asst Prof., BRS, Kannara
Dr. Kanakamony, M.T. Asst. Prof ARS
Mannuthy

Smt. Prasannakumari, Assoc. Prof., KVK,
Pattambi

Smt. 8. Helen, Asst. Prof., RARS, Pattambi
Dr. Mini Abraham ARS, Chalakudy
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Smt. Deepthi Susan, Asst.Prof,, RARS Pattambi
Mr. Sreedharan, M.K, Tech. Asst, KVK, Pattambi
Mr. Abdusaboor, T.A, RARS, Pattambi .
Mr. P.M. Suresh, Office Asst, RARS,Pattambi
Mrs. F'arukuty,C Class iV, RARS, Pattambi

10 Smt. Vimi Louis, Asst. Prof., HARS Pattambi
PUBLICITY COMMITTEE

Chairman

Convenor
Co-convenor

1.

@ P

Members

CONIOELPD =

Dr. R . Muralidhara Prasad, Prof ifc
Communication Centre,Mannuthy
Sri. Viswambharan, Public Relations Officer, KAU

Sri. Gregory Zachariah,

Asst. Prof.,RARS, Pattambi

Sri. G. Santhakumari, Prof. & Head, ARS,
Chaiakkudy

Dr. Beena. C, Asst. Prof., RARS,Pattambi

Dr. PK. Sudhadevi, Asst. Prof., BRS,Kannara
Dr. P. Prameela, Asst. Prof., BRS, Kannara
Sri. C.PM.A. Azeez, F.S, RARS, Pattambi
Sri. M.S. Ramakrishnan, Asst, RARS, Pattambi
Sri. M.V.Yusaf, F.A, RARS, Pattambi

Sri. Abdul Hakkim E, Technician, RARS, Pattambi
Sri. T. Ramakrishnan, Lab Asst. RARS, Pattambi
Sri. C. Ramakrishnan, Class IV, EARS, Pattambi
Sri. T. Velayudhan, F.A, RARS, Pattambi

10. Smt. Krishnakumari. K, Typist, RARS, Pattambi
11. Sri. Shanmughasundaram Asst. Prof.,

RARS,Pattambi

FOOD AND ACCOMODATION

Chairman
Co- chairman
Convenor

Co-convenors:
1.
2.

Members

WONSD OO0

Director of Physical Plant,KAU
Sri. B. Shanmugasundaram, RARS, Patlambi
Sri. N. Saidalikutty, SFS, RARS, Pattambi

Sri. C.PM.A. Azeez, FS, RARS, Pattambi
Smt. Prasannakumari, Assoc.Professor,KVK,
Pattambi

Sri. E. Gopinathan, Typist, RARS, Pattambi
Smt. Premalatha, Asst. Prof., KVK, Pattambi
Dr. C. Narayanankutty, ARS, Mannuthy

Sri. V.P. Ramakrishnan, FA, RARS, Pattambi
Sri. T. Ramakrishnan, Lab Assistant, RARS,
Pattambi

Sri. Gopalakrishnan, Peon, KVK, Pattambi
Sri. K. Parameswaran, Driver, RARS, Pattambi
Sri. PK. Abu, Peon, RARS, Pattambi

Sri. N. Hamza, Reg. Mazdoor, BARS, Pattambi

10. Sri. PC. Koya, Reg. Mazdaor, RAHS Pattambi
11. Sri. A, Unnikrishnan, Class IV, RARS, Pattambi
12, Sri. M. Narayanan, Regular Mazdoor, RARS,

Pattambi

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Chairman
Convenor

Co-convenor :

1.

2.
3.

Director, Students Welfare, KAU
Sri. E. Sreenivasan, Asst. Professor,
RARS, Pattambi

Dr. P.V. Nalini, Assoc. Prof. & Head, CRS,
Anakkayam

Sri. K Xarthikeyan, Asst. Prof., FARS,Pattambi
Sri. Kuriakose, K.P, Asst. Prof PRS,
Vazhakkulam.

Members
1. Dr. K_P Visalakshi, Assoc. Prof., ARS,
Chaiakkudy
Dr. P.A. Joseph, Assoc. Prof., ARS, Mannuthy
Sri. S.M. Purushothaman, Asst. Prof., RARS,
Pattambi
Smt. Deepthi Susan, Asst. Prof., RARS,
Pattambi
Sri. Mohandas, Lab Asst., RARS, Pattambi
Sri. K Radhakrishnan, FA, RARS, Pattambi
Sri. Ambujan, Tech. Asst. KVK, Pattambi
Sri. Kishore, Assistant, KVK, Pattambi
Sri. C. Muhammedkutty, Class [V, 3ARS,
Pattambi
10. Sri.K. Parameswaran, Driver, RARS,Pattambi
11. Sri. M.V, Arumughan, Driver, RARS Pattambi
- 12. Sri. T.R. Sasidharan, Driver, KVK, Pattambi
13. Dr. M.C. Narayanankutty, Asst. Prof., RARS,
Pattambi
14. Sri. Pocker, Permanent Labourer, RARS,
Pattambi
15. Sri. A.P. Kunjan, Permanent Labourer, RARS,
Pattambi
16. Sri. V. Kunjumuhamed, Permanent Labourer,
RARS, Pattambi

PHYSICAL FACILITIES AND DECORATION COMMITTEE

CeNoOO &~ O

Chairman : Smt. Deepthi Susan,
Assistant Professor, RARS,Pattambi
Co-chairman : Dr. M.L. Jyothi, Assistant
Professor, RARS,Pattambi
Convenor : Sri. §.M. Purushothaman,

Assistant Professor, RARS,Pattambi
Co-convenors :
1. Smt. S. Anitha,
Assistant Professor ,RARS,Pattambi
2. Smi.B. Prasannakumari, Assoc.Professor,
KVK,Pattambi
3. Sri. N.Saidalikkutty, Senior Farm Supetvisor,
RARS,Pattambi
Members
Smt. P. Suseela, Asst. Prof. RARS, Pattambi
Sri. P.K.Rajasekharan, Farm Supervisor,
RARS,Pattambi
Sri. P. Surendran, Technical Supervisor,
RARS,Pattambi
Sri. Sureshbabu, Lab Assistant, RARS,Pattambi
Sri. G. Sudheer, Asst. Gr. |, ,,
Sri. C.M. Ahammed Abbas, Asst. Gr. |, ,,
Sri. P. Kunju Mohammed, Permanent Labourer, ,,
Sri. KM. Hussainar, Permanent Labourer, ,,
Sri. Pocker, Permanent Labourer, ,,
10. Sri. M. Appu, Permanent Labourer, ,,
11. Sri. M. Radhakrishnan, Permanent Labourer, ,,
12. Sri. M.Achuthan, Permanent Labourer, ,,
13. 8ri. M.P. Krishnan, Permanent Labourer, ,,
14. Sri. K.Sankaran, Permanent Labourer, ,,
15. Sri. A.P. Mohanan, Permanent Labourer, |,
16. Sri. K.P. Balan, Permanent Labourer, ,,
17. Sri. M.P.Velayudhan, Permanent Labourer, ,,
18. Sri. M. Sankaran, Permanent Labourer, ,,
19. Sri. C. Raman, Permanent Labourer, ,,
20. Sri. K.T. Mohammed, Permanent Labourer,
21. Sri. Krishnanunni, Permanent Labourer,
22. Sri. C. Veiayudhan, Permanent Labourer, ,,
23. Srl. Chackan, Permanent Labourer,
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Dr. K. V. Peter, V.C., KAU hoisting the jubileeflag Releasing the iubilee logo

on 14-01-2002 on 14-01-2002
Shri. S. Ajaykumar M.P. laying down thefoundation stone of 10- 10-2002
the modern seed store on 14-01-2002 Hearty welcome to the station

Prayer Welcome speech by the Associate Director



Inaugural address

Hon. Ministerfor Agriculture inaugurating the
National symposium on 10-10-2002

Dr. M.S. Swaminathan addressing the gathering

Honouring Dr. R. Gopdlakrishnan

Presenting memento to Dr. M.S. Swaminathan

Release o fthe new rice variety Varsha Audience



Release o fthe new rice variety Gowri Release of the new rice variety Swetha

Exhibition

Poster Session o fcontributory papers Valedictory session on 12-10-2002
Welcome speech by Shri. CP. Muhammed MLA

Inaugural address

Hon. ChiefMinister inaugurating the valedictory session v.i 12-10-2002



Presidential address by Retease o fthe neu rice variety kuttjuknnp
the Finance minister Shri. K. Sankaranarayanan

Inauguration o fthe seed store built using M. P'sfund by Shri. S. Ajayakumar M.P.

Release o fPlatinum Jubilee Publications

Kissan Mela
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Dr. M.C Narayanankutty
Sri. K. Karthikeyan

Sri. S. Shanmugasundaram
Smt. T. Rugmrni

Smt. Vijayalakshmi. K

Smt. K. Krishnakumari
Smt. V. Santhakumari

Sri. K. Rangaswamy

Dr. RV. Balachandran (ADR)
Dr. P Rajendran

Sri. P. Gangadharan

Sri. E. Sreenivasan

Sri. Gregory Zacharia

Sri. P.P Joy

Dr. Jiji Joseph

Dr. R Raji

Dr.C. Beena

Dr. Rose Mary Francis

Standing 1" row
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o
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Sri A.P Unnikrishnan
Sri. George Joseph
Sri Crieriyan Varghese
Sri. E. Abdul Flakkim
Sri. C. Mohammed kutty
Sri. T Mohandas
Sri. V, Vasunni
Sri, Mohammed Shaji
Sri, K. V. Santhosh Kumar
. Sri M.Sundaran
Sri. MP. Ahammed
Sr M, Mohandas
Sri. Rasheed
Sri.Ambujan
. Sri, M.V.Yusuf
Sri. Nadaraja Pillai
Sri. Biju Ram
Sri. C. Parukulty
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STAFF OF THE STATION

19 Dr. A Prema

20. Smt. S. Flelen

21. Smt. Deepthi Susan

22, Smt. S. Anitha

23, Smt, Prasannakumari
24. Smt. Indu

25. Smt. P. Kunhilakshmi

Standing Il row

Sri. Musthafa
Sri, P.K. Yusuf
Sri RJayarajan
Sri, M. Radhakrishnan
Sri. M. Sundaran
Sri, KM Hussainar
Sri, P. Kunhimohammed
Sri, A. Mohammedkutty
Sri. C. Ramankutty

. Sri. Johny Varghese

. Sri. T Velayudhan

. Sri. Gopinathan
Sri. C. Gopalakrishnan
Sri. Suresh Babu
Sri. V.P. Yusuf
Sri. V.P. Ramakrishnan
Sri. Surendran
Smt. Premalatha
Miss. Uhsus

. Miss. Sheela
Miss. Jincy

. Miss. Rajasree
Miss. Sharu
Mrs, Nanditha
Miss. Saira Banu
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Standing 3™Row

1. Sri. C. Rajagopal

Sri M.P. Dasan

Sri. AP. Velayudhan
Sri. A.P Ramachandran

Bw N

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Sri. K.R Raman
Sri A.P. Mohanan
Sri C. Velayudhan
Sri A. Chandran
Sri K.R Balan

Sri K. Sukumaran

. Sri James

Sri Abdusaboor

Sri T. Ramakrishnan
Sri K.V. Sudhakaran
Sri A. Mohammed
Sri M.P. Velayudhan
Sri K. Narayanan

Sri K. Sankaran

Sri M. Sankaran

Sri K. Radhakrishnan

Standing 4l row
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16
17.
18.
19

Sri AP. Sreedharan
Sri K.V. Shaju

Sri M.P. Subramannian
Sri Raveendra Mohan
Sri M.P. Mohanan

Sri K,V. Mohanan

Sri Mohammed Al

Sri K. Sethumadhavan
Sri R. Velayudhan

Sri T.R. Sasidharan
Sri PC. Koya

Sri Chakkan

Sri C. Dayanandan
Sri R Parameswaran
Sri A W. Kishore

Sri K T. Mohammed
Sri Surya Behadur
Sri. M. Achuthan

Sri C. Ramakrishnan

Standing 5lh row

1
2.

Sri. P. Pocker
Sri. M.P Krishnan

Smt. V. Latha

Smt. Lekshmikutty
Sml. Savithri

Smt. C. Karthiayani
Dr. M L Jyothi

, Sri. K. Parameswaran
Sri. M Appu

0. Sri. PK. Rajasekharan
11. Sri. M. Narayanan

12. Sri. RK. Aboo

13. Sri. AP. Kunhan

14. Sri. CPMA Azeez

15. Sri. P Kunhimohammed
16. Sri. A. Krishnanunni
17. Sri. N. Hamza

18. Sml. K.T. Nabeesa

19. Smt. U. Meenakshy

HOOND O A ®

Standing 61 row

Sri. T.V. Ravindra Mohan
Sri. T.R. Sudhakaran
Smt. K.K Lekshmi
Smt. Panchali

Smt. V, Kali

Smt. K.R Kailiani
Smt. PV. Girija
Miss, Roopa

Smt. N. Seffiya

10. Smt. AP.Yesoda
11. Smt. K. Lakshmi

12. Smt. A.P Sarojini

13 Smt T. Assiya

14 Smt E Rukkiya

15. Smt. Panchati

16. Smt. M. Janu

17 Smt. K. Malu

18. Smt. Karthiayani

19. Smt. N.P. Thankamani
20. Smt. N. Rugmini

21, Smt. Kamala

22. Smt. K Kailiani

23  Smt. Mariya
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Standing 7* row

1. Smt. P. Kadiya

2. Smt.T.R Malukutty
3. Smt. K. Santhakumari
4.  Smt. C. Janaky

5. Smt. M Narayani
6. Smt. A. Lakshmi

7. Smt, K. Pathumma
8 Smt M Ammini

9. Smt. K Ammini
10, Smt. M Leksnmi
11 Smt, Subhadra

12, Smt.T. Narayani
13, Smt. U. Nabeesa
14 Miss. Lekha B Nair
15. Miss Shylaja

Standing 8 hRow

Smt, K Pathumma
Smt, K. Sarojini

Smt, M P. Leela
Smt. M Sulaikha
Smt. A R Kanhiayani
Smt. C. Sarada

Smt. M, Lekshmi
Smt. V.M. Devaki
Smt. P. Sarada

10. Smt. C Pushpaveni
11, Smt. C. Lekshmi

12. Smt. K Santha

13. Smt. P.Vally

14 Smt V.V, Santhakumar
15. Smt. K P. Ammu

16. Smt. A P. Mundi

17. Smt, A V. Parukutty
18. Smt. P Kali

19. Smt. Kod. Janaky
20. Smt. M. Sarojini

21. Smt. A P. Karthiayani
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SWYV 2**

(formerly known as Fredrick Institute of Plant Protection And Toxicology)
Padappai - 601 301, Kancheepuram Dist., Tamil Nadu, India.
Phone; 04111-374246/374266; Fax: 04111-374455

Recognized by
DSIR of the Ministry of Science and Technology.
Government of India

Notified as Charitable Trust u/s 35li)(ii) oi Ineome
Tax Act 1%]

Recognized for Doctoral studies by
University of Madras. Chennai

The Tamil Nadu Dr.MGR Medical University, Chennai
Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences
University, Chennai

Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore
Anna University, Chennai

Sri VAnkateshwura University, Tirupalhi

Hiroshima University. Japan

Email: fippat@giasmd01 .vsnl.net.in

Facility
65 acres nt land for field experiments and 50,000 sq.l'l slale-of-arl laboratory for
Toxicology/Chcmisiry/Eniumology experiments/research.

Staff

25 highly gnalilied (Ph.D/M.Sc.) and trained stuff comprising of QA Manager, Inspector.
Senior Scientist, Scientists for various research activities and External (JA

Equipments

CC. GCMS. HPLC, UV 1601 Spectrophotometer, Cecil hio-analyzer. Smart-lab Aulo-
analyzer. Panicle counter, flame photometer. Computer-hased-microscope, Electrophoresis
analyzer and HP E-60 Server LAN connected around 50 terminals, Online data-eapture
LMS for toxicology experiments

Expertise in Products

Pesticides (herbicides, insecticides, fungicides and milieides for crop protection and
household pest control). Botanical (aza ha.scd neem form. & tech). Microbial 181 and Bs .
Bio-controlling agents (NPV, Trichoderma. Pseudomonas|. Bio-tech (transgenic. rDNA,
protein based products) and Pharmaceuticals/Herbal Products (Anti-diabelie,

Antibiotics. Anti ulcer drugs. Anti allergic products and herbal products for cosmetic and
medical use)

Registered (N0.31/1999/CPCSEA dt 11.03.99) for “Breeding and Experiments of Animals” by the CPCSEA - Govt, of India
Recognized by MANAGE (an organization of Dept, of Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture, Govt, of India) to provide training under
“Network of Agri-clinics and Agri-business Centers by Agriculture Graduates Scheme”

RESEARCH STUDIES UNDERTAKEN
All studies carried out as per OECD-GLP Compliance with
OECD/EHPO/EPA/CIPAC/GAITONI)E protocols

Toxicology :
. Acute, suhacutc and chronic toxicity ChemIStry
. Genoloxic. immunokmc, neum, reproductive toxic, teratogenic . Residue in food, agro exports and

and carcinogenicity studies

. Special studies- risk assessments, molecular toxicity, bio-

moniloring by molecular meihotb

. Efficacy siudies in animal models with drugs and herbal medicinal

preparations and biotech based products

environmental fate studies in substrates,
formulation analysis, storage stability and
chemical analysis/equivalence and physico-
chemical studies

. Bio-availability of drugs and pharmaceuticals

Efficacy

. Lab, field and green-house studies for very

early bio-efficacy information

For further information, please contact:

Director, IIBAT



THE TRITHALA SERVICE
CO-OPERATIVE BANK LTD.

No. P. 593
(CLASS 1 SPECIAL GRADE BANK)

P. B. NO. 1, TRITHALA P. O.,, PALAKKAD - 679 534, PHONE 672037, 672182
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THE MALAPPURAM DISTRICT CO-OPERATIVE BANK LTD.

HEAD OFFICE: MALAPPURAM
Phone: 0493 - 734853, 734928, 734260, 734955. Fax: 0493 -734275

ft Central Financing Agency for co-op. credit having
35 Branches in the District.

ft Transacts all Kind of banking business.

ft Attractive Deposit Schemes with higher rate of interest.

ft Deposits covered under Deposit Insurance Scheme.

ft Computerised service to the customers.

ft Safe deposit locker facility available in main branches.

ft Issue various kinds of loans to societies and individuals.

ft Continuously working on profit under AuditClassification A’
ft Issue drafts on reasonable commission.

ft Extend Banking on Sundays too.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT ANY OF OUR BRANCHES OR HEAD OFFICE
P. Abdul Hameed V. Krishnan Kutty

Convener. Administrative Committee Dy. General Manager in charge
Phone: 735009 Phone: 734238



TELEPHONE: 460595 FAX: 0471-462671 TELEGRAM LANDBANK

KERALA STATE CO-OPERATIVE AGRICULTURAL
AND RURAL DEVELPOMENT BANK LTD.
TRIVANDRUM 695 001

Elevating to tieiv heights year after year...
The pioneer long term lending institution in the co-operative sector in the State that
caters the financial needs of all sections of the society for their upliftment.

We provide long term loans for agriculture and allied activities, non-farm activities
and for rural housing etc through the network of 44 affiliated primary banks and their

branches spread all over Kerala.

"Comprehensive rvral development through credit is our mission”

We are at your service. Please contact us for more details.

Name of Regional Office Telephone Number
1 Trivandrum 0471-476777
2. Kollam 0474-748014
3. Pathanamthitta 0473-323398
4. Alappuzha 0477-251887
5. Kottayam 0481-564357
6. Idukki 0486-235331
7. Emakulam 0484-319083
8. Thrissur 0487-383820
0. Palakkad 0491-527656

10. Malappuram 0493-734938
11 Kozhikkode 0495-722075
12. Wayanad 0493-602537
13. Kannur 0497-700837
14. Kasargod 0499-704697

Adv. K. SIVADASAN NAIR

President Managing Director
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Paddy Breeding Station, Pattambi

Opening Address of the Pardy Specialist
on12® October, 1928

%
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Your Excellencies, Raja Sir Vasudeva Raja Avergal,
Ladies and Gentlemen, ‘

It is with extreme pleasure that | have the
opportunity to endorse the words of the Director of
Agriculture and to express out thanks to Your Ex-
cellencies for your presence here to day to open this
Paddy Breeding Station. | am sure that this act of
grace on the part of your Excellencies will be the
beginning of success for the work of the station and
Your Excellencies' sympathy will go far to encourage
the public interest that is such an important factor in
any agricultural campaign.

| am gratified to see so many influential land-
holders and others interested in agriculture here
today, and to you all | extend a hope that you will
visit the station again and again and give us your co-
operation at all times. My staff here will be glad to
explain any details that | am unable to deal with
now, and at the Ryots” Agricultural Conference which
is to be held in this hall under the able Presidentship
of Raja Sir Vasudevs Raja Avergal of Kollengode
this afternoon, you will héve opportunity of exchang-
ing views and submitting to the Deputy Director of
Agriculture, VIl circle, M. R. Ry. Govinda Kidavu,
Avergal, any suggestions that you may care to offer.

In any scheme for the improvement of an agri-
cultural crop, it is unfortunately necessitated by the
great variations of climate, rainfall, soil, method of

" irrigation, etc. that are found in different parts of a

large tract such as constitutes this Presidency. These
environmental variations often necessitates particular
varieties of crcp, and in paddy for example, the
number of varieties, with large or small ditferences,
is almost innumerable even in this Presidency. [t is
not possible to find one station on which improve-
ment work could be done for the whale Presidency,
and recognition of this fact Breeding Stations have
been opened for the paddy crop in four centres,
namely Coimbatore in 1915, Aduturai in 1922 to
serve the large Cauvery delta tract, Maruteru in 1925
to serve the Godavari and Kishna delta systems, and
lastly Pattambi, which Your Excellency has kindly
opened today to serve Malabar and South Kanara.

The first work to be done is obviously to collect
information regarding the varieties grown in Malabar
and South Kanara and to obtain accurate data re-
garding the methods of cultivation and practical
difficulties of these tracts. My assistant in charge
M. R. Ry. M. Anandan Avergal, has toured over a
large portion of this area and has brought back fund
of information and the beginnings of a collection of
varieties cultivated. From the material collected,
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improvement work has already begun, and in the
laboratory is set up a small set of exhibits showing
the progress of work.

Briefly | may state the need for improvement and
the methods adopted as follows. It is aurusual ex-
perience in examining a field of paddy to note that
several types are visible. These may be obvious and
be due to a lack of uniformity in flowering —some
maturing early and some late—or to differences in
colour of the grain, efc. It is also unfortunately our

experience that a seed sample taken from a field

contains so many types that there is deciding which
should correctly bear the name given. It is then the
work of the plant breeder to investigate the yielding
capacity of each of these types and to isolate and
multiply those that are most prolific and which
will pay the ryot best to grow. The method adopted
is easy to explain but rather more ditficult to carry
out. It consists in selecting single plants of each
type and growing these in small plots, safeguarded
from danger of contamination. This constitutes the
observation stage during which every plant in the
field carefully examined and its features noted down.
At the conclusion of the season, it is possible to
discard the large majority of selections at once in
regard to their performance and best are carried
forward to the testing stage in plots of standard size,

each plant being accurately spaced in line so that

any self-sown rogue may be at once located and
uprooted. The testing stage is a rigorous ordeal,
during which the psrformance of any selection is

most jealously watched for four years. At the con-
clusion of the test one strain from each variety shows

its superiority and this is passed to the seed multi-
plication stage, and concurrently, trial on a field
scale. It is then passed to the Deputy Director of
Agriculture for trial on ryots’ fields and theoretically.
passes out of the hands of the breeder. Actually
howaever, it is found necessary to provide seed farms
for the supply of seed to ryots, and it is the duty of
the plant breeder to re-stock these segd farms each
year with fresh pure seed.

The method of selection is known as Pure Line
Selection and is recognised in all paddy growing
countries as the standard method. Problems some-
times arise when this method cannot be adopted. of
the Tanjore delta, for instance, a disease known as
blast has in certain seasons destroyed the whaole In
the crop. Fortunately there are varieties which show
a high degree of immunity to this devastating disease,
and it should be possible, by the process known as

_m—-

hybridisation, to combine in one strain the desirable
teatures of the Tanjore variety with the immunity
possessed by other varieties. Work has already
begun on this problem at the Coimbatore and
Aduturai Paddy Breeding Stations, and if successful,
the result should be of wide interest to the Tajore
ryot, :

Work on a number of varieties peculiar to Mala-
bar and South Kanara has already been startad at
this Pattambi station, and | hope that those of you
who are interested will take the opportunity to go
into the fields and ply my staff with questions. It is
yet too early to put any results before you which
relate to Malabar, but | may perhaps illustrate the
work of a breeding station by instances from other
districts. In this connection | would invite your
attention to see samples which are on view in the
laboratory and in the Exhibition Van which stands
outside and which will continue its tour of Malabar
in a day or so. The first pure line strain of paddy
to be released was from a Circars variety, Konamani.
This was treated in the manner stated abave and
was giving out after several years” trial as G. E. B.24.
It is a fine white rice of good table quality. It has a
small proportion of chaff and does not shed easily,
and is remarkably resistant to disease. It responds
well to manuring and good drainage and quite
unexpectedly it has become popular in many parts of
the Presidency and continues to spread largely for
its quality and the premium of Rs. 1 to Bs. 2. per
bag that it commands on the market. At Coimb-
atore, whare it was evolved, it matures in 149 days
from sowing to harvest and yields up to 5000 Ib.
per acre have been obtained by careful cultivation
and manuring. The average of 3588 Ib. of threshed
grain has been maintained for several years when
grown as a short duration first crop samba type.

In conclusion | may state that the work of a
breeding station does not stop with selection of
seed. Problems of cultivation, manuring, rotation,
irrigatin, disease, etc. engage our attention as time
and space permit, and the results of these trials are
available in the Annual Reports of the stations.

I would like to thank your Excellency once
again for your presence here today. | trust that
we shall have the maintained interest of Raja Sri
Vasudeva Raja Avergal of Kollengode, and to those
of you who have shown your interest by coming
here this morning, | solicit your co-operatin and
sympathy in our earnest endeavour to improvs the
lot of the paddy cultivator.

Address of Mr. R, 0..'ILIFFE. Paddy Specialist, Coimbatote, on the occasion of the Openlng of the -Paddy Breeding Station
Pattambi, by His Excellency Viscount Goschen of Hawkhurst, G. C, I, E, C.B.E. V.D., Governor of Madras, on Octobar 12th, 1928.
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12, October, 1928
9.30A.M.

A threatening morning suddenly turned into a fine day.

His Excellency, Viscount Goshen of Hawkhurst, the Governor of Fort
St.George, Madras Presidency, accompanied by the Viscountess and a
team of officers arrived at the gate of the Paddy Breeding Station and
unlocked the gate with the silver key presented to him by the Director of
Agriculture.

Driving from thence up the newly made station approach, which had been
planted with an avenue of Lagerstroemia, His Excellency was welcomed
by Mr. Rudolph . D. Anstead, Director of Agriculture in a pandal suitably
decorated. Mr.R.Q. lliffe, Rice Specialist, explained the objectives of the
station to a representative gathering. His Excellency was then taken to a

field of ‘Thekkancheera’ rice where he showed his interest by harvesting a
sheaf of paddy. This he beat out on a threshing floor and the separated

grain was presented to him and to Viscountess Goshen in two brass
bound jackwood measures. After a brief inspection of the exhibits on view
in the laboratory, His Excellency signed the visitor's book and a
successful function was satisfactorily concluded.

( Inaugural ceremony of the Paddy Breeding Station, Pattambi. Adopted
from the Reports of subordinate Officers, Department of
Agriculture,Madras, 1928)




ANNUAL REPORT OF
Y BREEDING STATION, PATTAMBI,

FOR THE YEAR 1926-27

Object of the Station:

This was the fourth Paddy Breeding Station
sanctioned by Government, in pursuance of the policy to
provide facilities for improvement of local paddies in the
chief paddy growing areas of the Presidency. This centre
is intended to serve the West Coast regions of Malabar
and South Kanara, with the possibility of a sub-station
for South Kanara, at a later date, if necessary. The site
was chosen at Pattambi after extensive tours in the
district, in which the Deputy Director of Agriculture, VI
Circle, kindly co-operated.

2. Situation: —

Malabar and South Kanara present problems of
cultivation that are not met with in any ather district in
which there is now a Paddy Station. At Coimbatore, one
crop in the year is usual, at Aduthurai a second crop is
always taken; at Maruteru the second crop is grown each
year on the station, but it is not a constant feature of the
district. In the districts served by Pattambi, there are
first crop, second crop, and third crop lands, but there
are other crops coming into the rotation, e.g., gingelly,
sweet-potato, sugarcane, etc., and fairly large areas of
dry hill paddy are seen. The choice of a suitable site to
include land that would provide facilities for all these
crops, neither too rich nor too poor, and with a water
" supply that was constant without flooding, was not easy.
Centrality, and proximity to roads and railway, were
considered, and another feature that largely determined
the suitability was the system of tenure of the land.
Kanam tenure consists of a combination of mortgage and
lease for a period of 3 to 12 years or so; the kanamdar
(lessee), having paid a lump sum (mortgage), is also
required to pay an annual rent (pattam), and at the expiry
of the lease, naturally or by compulsion, he is entitled to
compensation for unexpired improvements. This kind of
lease may be sub-let. Verumpattam is an annual lease,
the rent for which may be so high that the cultivator is
merely a ‘labourer living on subsistence: wages'. This
lease may be continued by the same cultivator at the

discretion of the jenmi (big landlord), but there is no
certainty of renewal.

The proportion of kanam and verumpattam land was,
therefore, carefully assessed before the site was finally
chosen, in order that the minimum hardship to the evicted
cultivators might ensue.

Accordingly, the present site was suggested, as it
most nearly met all the difficulties enumerated. It stands
within a mile of the Pattambi railway station &long the
Pulamanthole and Palakkad roads, in a corner where
these two roads converge. It is in the viliages of
Netrimangalam and Kodalur of the Walluvanand Taluk,
Malabar

The area is 82 acres, made up as follows:-

Acres
Double crop -area, wet : - 30.0
Single crop area, wet ) - 21.5
Dry modan land, hill paddy - 1.0
Garden land, high land, etc - 19.5
' 82.0

The cropping capacity is best seen (from the
following table:-

First crop area - 51.5
Second crop area - 30.0
Third crop area - 3.0

Dry hill paddy drea - 11.0
Garden land area - 14.5
110.0

[t will thus be seen that the area is , as typical as possible,
as regards land.

3. Water-Supply:-
The main feature of the water-supply to much of the
land in this area is a surfeit during the monsoon, wpgg
&



no work of any description can be undertaken outside,
and scarcity in between. The first crop suffers more from
excess than deficiency of water, and a continuous flow is
maintained by merely bunding the fields. Floods are not
uncommon in this season. The rainfall for the second
crop is light, and efforts are here directed towards
conserving all available water, in contrast to the need for
getting it away in the first crop season. In some taluks,
tanks are available, but in others direct precipitation alone
is depended on.

As regards the station, there is an excellent central
channel, which serves the double purpose of allowing
surplus water to run away, and of supplying irrigation water
by a succession of temporary dams. There should be no
floeding, except in abnormal seasons, and the period of
shortness may be helped from a tank, not very far away,
which leads into this channel. There is an abundant supply
of wells from which water can be taken with picottabs. [t
is of very first importance to research work on any crop
that there should be a constant supply of irrigation water,
and this site provides as good water facilities as could
have been hoped for. The soil belongs to the red
ferruginous series, is fairly representative of the West
Coast paddy tracts in general, and allows of free
underground drainage.

4, Lay-out:-

The fields, as in the majority of this tract, are terraced,
with considerable drops from one field to the next.
Especially is this so with the single crop lands, or paliiyals.
Experimental work of a comparative nature is best carried
on in rectangular fields, which allow repetitions to a similar
degree to be laid down. Plots all of one size cannot
satisfactorily be laid down in fields of irregular shape.
However, terraced fields cannot be altered to a very great
extent without much labour, and, even then, subsoil would
be exposed, and the fields would not be improved from
the experimental point of view. By straightening the
central channel, it has been possible to effect a great
improvement, and bunds that have not been made very
long have been moved or altered, and a certain amount
of regularity has already been introduced.

5. Acquisition of land:-

In spite of the care with which the site was chosen,
there were considerable difficulties to be got over before
the Revenue authorities could finally hand over the land.

2

Government sanction was dated 15" September 1925,
and money was voted in that financial year for the
purchase of the land. This had to be foregone, as
proceedings had hardly begun. The final receipt was
handed to the Revenue authority on 12" March 1927,
only just in time for the transaction to be concluded within
the year 1926-27. At the time of writing, two survey
numbers, including house property, are still outstanding.

6. Work done during the year:-

'As the working year amounted to only two months,
March and April, nc paddy work was undertaken, with
the smail exception of two plots of short duration paddy
that were laid down — the one under dry cultivation, and
the other under wet cultivation, using the same seed — at
the request of Lieut.-Coionel McCarrison, of the Pasteur
Institute, Coonoor. The seed from these small plots will
be used for animal nutrition experiments, to study the
difference that cultivation has upon the feeding value of
the produce.

As is the case at all stations, the first work undertaken
was that of buildings.

7. New works:-

As entry to the land was not allowed until 11"
February 1927, nothing could be done before then except
the collection of building materials. Permission to store
these on the site was obtained. It is greatly to the credit
of the staff that the following new works were either
finished or begun, all the works sanctioned under
departmental budget being completed.

Estimated Cost as
cost has executed

Departmental budget Rs. Rs.
Cattle shed 1,700 1,549.14
-Approach road to

station buildings 500 496.13

Re building latrine '

in private compound 50 4713
Revetment of channel

in S.No.71 500 . 478.5
Improvement to

sub-channel in S.No.76 100 99.13
Improvement to drinking

water well ' 70 - 69.8
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-do- irrigation well 130 127.2

-do- Tiyya House in

No. 37/2 for Farm Manager 200 191.15
3,250 3,061.3

Public Works Department Budget:-

The technical sanction for the labeoratory and
office building was received too late to do any
constructional work. Timber, laterite stones, tiles, cement,
lime, etc., were gathered at a cost of Rs. 2,181-13-0 out
of the total revised estimate of Rs. 6,320. The remainder
of the money lapsed, but permission for its recovery next
year was sought.

8. Other works:-

The straightening of the main channel was taken
‘ up as soon as thé land was handed over to us, and by
the close of the financial year more than two-thirds of it
was straightened out. The work must be finished before
the break of the South West monsoon.

A gang of coolies was engaged in clearing the
scrub and weeds from the garden and dry lands.

Advantage was taken of the few showers that fell
. in February to plough a large portion of the double crop
land, using our own animals and konkan ploughs.

Measurements of plots and their levels were
taken to see how far the lay-out could be improved.

9. Cattle:-

Four cross-bred bulls were supplied by the
Deputy Director, Livestock, from his Hosur herd. Twelve
other animals were purchased locally at a total cost of
Rs. 798. As it was noticed that the price of straw was
rising, and there was a likelihood of a shortage, over
Rs.400 worth of straw as bought and stacked. It is
expected that this quantity will suffice until October, by
which time the station crop should provide fodder.

10. Deadstock:-

Immediately the office was opened on 17"
November 1926, quotations for implements and the other
normal equipment of an Agricultural Station were obtained
. from various firms and institutions, and all the items
' estimated for during the year were bought.

D4 e — T — S S

11. Seed supply:-

Rs. 100 of seed of the various varieties of the
locality was bought for the next season’s crop.

12. Paddy survey:-

Taking advantage of the delay in acquisition, Mr.
M. Anandan went on tour in the Walluvanad, Palakkad
and Ernad taluks of Malabar. He was out for 35 days,,
and covered 566 miles of road and field. Paddy types of
the districts visited were taken, both for seed purposes
and for future examination and description, the latter being
pressed as herbarium specimens. It was impossible to
collect seed of all the crops seen, as they were not all
ready at the same time. But , in such cases, information
was taken, and samples will be called for. The Agricultural
Demonstrators, kindly lent by the Deputy Director of
Agriculture, VIl Circle, were a great help and contributed
in no small measure to the success of the tour.

13. Staff:-

The station is in the immediate charge of a
Gazetted Assistant — the Assistant Paddy Specialist —
one scientiflc assistant, a farm manager, two plant
collectors, one typist-clerk, and one peon. This is below
the sanctioned strength, which included one extra uppet-
subordinate assistant, but this officer was not recruited.

14. Labour:-

A force of 25 permanent coolies has bheen
sanctioned.

15. Receipts:

The only receipts from the station were from the
proceeds of part of a poor crop of sugarcane, which
realized Rs. 2.

R.O. ILIFFE,
Paddy Specialist
M. Anandan, Asst. Paddy Specialist in charge
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Phone : 0492 - 647209
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M. Narayanan, P. Surendran, P. Kunchimohammed, A. P. Kunchan, Savithry
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With best compliments from:

S. N. HOTEL

(VEGETARIAN)

SreeKrishna - Building
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With Best Compliments from:

PATTAMEI GLASS HOUSE

Main Road, Near Rly. Over Bridge
Pattambi - 679 303

Dealers: Fero Ply, Bamboo Ply, Coir Ply,
Marine Plywoods, Commercial Plywoods,
all Kinds of Glass & Hard Wares

PH: 613621
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gty first appointment after passing the B.Sc. (Ag.)
/Z ! degree examination of the Madras University from
== the Agricultural College, Coimbatore in 1947 was
as the Agricultural Demonstrator, Manjeri, the Headquarters
of the Ernad Taluk of the then Malabar District. After a
sojourn of about six months as Agricultural Demonstrator |
was transferred to Agricultural Research Station, Pattambi
as a Research Assistant in March 1948. My life in rice
research starts from the day on which | joined at Pattambi.
When | joined at Pattarmnbi Shri. K. Ramaswami who later
became the Paddy Specialist of the Madras State and after
wards went to Guayana as FAQ Rice Expert, was the
Assistant Paddy Specialist in charge of the station. Besides
the Assistant Paddy Specialist the scientific staff included
four Research Assistants and a Farm Manager. | was the
fourth Research Assistant. Sarvashri K.K. Nambiyar, P.C.
Sahadevan and M. Kelukutty Menon were respecitively the
first, second and third Assistants. | am sorry to mention
that all of them are no more at present. The First Assistant
Shri. K.K. Nambiyar who later became the Secretary
Arecanut Development Board, Government of India was an
efficient research worker as well as a good administrator.
He was actually managing the whole affairs of the Research
Station. After taking charge of the post | was taken to Shri.
K.K. Nambiyar. Shri. Nambiyar was a man of affable
nature. After enquiring about my personal details he
explained to me in a lucid manner the nature of work that a
Research Assistant had to do. He then handed over to me
a copy of the site selection report of the Pattambi Station
written by Shri. M. Anandan who was the Special Officer for
the selection of the site and the first Assistant Paddy
Specialist of the Research Station. The report exhaustively
covered geography, physiography, climate, soil, agronomic
practices, cropping pattern of the locality besides the land
tenure system and the economic activities and conditions
of the local people.

The farm work at the station started at 7 A.M. and ended
at5 PM. with an interval of two hours between 12 noon and
2 PM. The practice in vogue was that all the Research
Assistants and Fieldmen should come to the station at 7
A.M. and after the muster of the farm labourers was over
each Assistant or his field assistant should take the required
number of labourers based on the indent given in the
. previous day evening for the field work. It was strictly
enforced that the Research Assistants and the fieldmen
ine

At

MY REMINISCENCES

Dr. R. Gopalakrishnan, Former Director of Research KAU

would remain in the field attending to the experimental work
till 11 A.M. and then only they were expected to come to the
laboratory where they were seated. In the afternoons the
research assistants went to the fields whenever there were
works connected with the laying and planting of experiment.
Alithe Research Assistants without exception were expected
to follow this routine strictly. In this context, as a note of
caution | was informed about an instance of a Senior
Research Assistant who later held the post of FAO consultant
was warned by the Assistant Paddy Specialist that his chair
inthe Lab. would be removed if he found the Assistant in his
chair before 11 A.M. Such was the strictness imposed on
the scientific staff to remain in the fields for taking
observations in the experimental fields under his charge. It
was compulsory that the staff wear half trousers. Wearing
pants during field work was taboed, as it will be a hindrance
to field work.

The Junior Assistants as soon as they join the post were
given practical training in laying out field
experiments such as Randomised Replicated Block, Latin
Square, Split Plot Design, etc., He had to do the statistical
analysis of the various experiments conducted at the Station.
He would also be put in charge of the maintenance of Types
and distinct varieties’, now being termed as germplasm
collection. He had to describe the morphological as well as
the agronomical characteristics of these varieties so that
he would be in a position to identify these varieties and types
in the field without difficulty. The Junior Assistant was also
asked to take the meteorological observations such as
maximum and minimum temperatures, relative humidity,
rainfall, atmospheric pressure etc., which helped him to get
an overall knowledge of the weather conditions prevailing
in the locality. Training in record keeping such as field note
book, cultivation sheets, project files and basic records was
also given along with the field level training. | have undergone
these training procedures meticulously and this training has
helped me to stand in good stead in my research career
spanning over four decades.

Timeliness of field operation is one of the golden rules
in Agriculture. Gropping plans and cropping schedules of
each field were prepared sufficiently in advance before
the commencement of the season. In 1940's and 1950's
there were no tractors available in the farm and the land
preparations were done entirely by cattle and manual
labour.
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Despite these handicaps the transplanting of the first
crop (Virippu) was oompleted before July 15" and of the
second crop {(Mundakan) before October 15" as it was found
that any delay in transplanting beyond these dates would
invite crop damages and reduction of yield due to the
incidences of pests and diseases as also of drought. This
strict adherences to planting dates even without recourse
to mechanization was possible due to the co-operation and
sincere work of the farm labourers. The work of the maistries
Shri.Manappa, Sankunni Nair, Krishnan Nair and Kunjeethu
had to be commended. Their command over the labourers
was remarkable. During the planting seasons stretch work
from 7 A.M. to 3 PM. and over time work from 3 PM.to 5
P.M. were given whenever it was necessary to
complete the transplanting as per schedule. The
rapport and personal relationship among the farm
workers and the staff had made it possible to oomplete the
farm operation well within the season in spite of a low
allotment of amount for the contingent expenditure in this
farm budget.

A feeling of participation was inculcated in the minds of
the farm labourers by participating them in all the important
functions of the station. It used to be the practice to welcome
the visiting dignitaries with garlands made of rice earheads
by one of the senicr most members among the farm labourers.
Inthis connection | recollectthe amusement created among
the Russian visitors when they were garlanded with rice
earhead garlands. It may be mentioned that it was only with
active and sincere participation of the labourers that it was
possible to produce on an average of about 200 tonnes of
paddy seeds, the sale proceeds of which contributed to a
sizeable part of the farm income. The Divisional Heads
working with me at that time were Sarvashri. N. Gopalan,
KK.I. James, K.K. Vidyadharam, PN. Pisharody, Gangadhara
Menon, V.P. Sukumara Dev and Karunakaran. They and their
colleagues, Dr.Karunakaran, Sri. KM. George, Dr. R.R. Nair
and G.R.Pillai worked in a collaborative and integrated manner
and their sincere and commited service produced results of
far-reaching importance which boosted the name and fame
of the station. :

In 1957 to 1959 and again in 1961 to 1964 | was deputed
1o 1ARI, New Delhi for my Post graduate and Doctoral studies.
| was posted as the Rice Specialist and the Head of the
Rice Research Station in 1969. 1t was a period marked by
the introduction of High yielding varieties of rice in the country.
Intense activities in rice research were going on throughout
country. The Rice Research Station, Pattambi too worked
as a beshive and introduced four high yielding varieties in
1977 and a few more were in the pipeline demonstrating
that team work in research s the corner of its success.

At this moment of jotting down my reminiscences it
comes to my mind an incident which illustrates that olose

&
j
]

observation of treatments in the experimental plots and
truthful recording of data pays rich divident in research. In
1971 or so IRR! had released a brown-hopper resistant strain
IR 26 and this was sent to various research stations for trial.
This variety was tried at Pattambi also and to our surprise it
was found to be susceptible to the pest. [ was warned by
my colleagues not to divulge this fact as itis a strain claimed
to be resistant to BPH by IRRI and as it might attract the
displeasure of that institution if reported. At the same time
‘Mala’ a variety declared to be susceptible to the pest at
IRRI was found to be tolerant to the pest attack. This
observation was however reported to Dr. W.H. Freeman,
Joint Co-ordinator of the AICRP at Hyderabad when he
visited the station. As a true scientist he looked in to its
actual sense and took steps to initiate further studiesinthe
matter. Suffice to say that this observation made at Pattambi
paved the way for the identification of biotypes in BPH. It
was found that bio-types of BPH prevalent in Kerala was
different from that existed at IRRI. Another incident
emphasised that frequent visits to the experimental plots
and close observation of the crop plants would help to reveal
certain facts/phenomenon which later proved to be of great
economic value to the farmers. The station used to maintain
a varietal museum every season for the benefit of the farmers
who visited the station to actually see the performance of

- the varieties released from the station. During 1973-74 there

was severe attack of BPH in epidemic form in several parts'
of Kerala. To my amazement while all the other varieties
grown in the varietal museum succumbed to the attack, the
strain ‘Jyothi' survived the attack and produced reasonable
yield. This finding enabled the station to recommend this
variety in the BPH endemio areas. My colleagues in the
Agricultural Department wondered how the research station
could find out a resistant variety so soon and some of them
even refused to believe it. But later the performance of this
variety in BPH prone areas proved the truth.

The scientific staff of the research station did not confine
their activities within the four walls of the station. Each
Assistant adopted a neighbouring block of paddy fields
(Padasekharam) to propagate scientific methods of
cultivation and to suggest solution for the day to day problems
encountered by the farmers. This field adoption programme
served as a two-way track to convey the results of research
to the farmers and to take back to the station the problems
of the farmers that require solution.

Farmers’ Day ( exdaua.dloo) used to be conducted every
year. It was a festive occasion for the station. Farmer leaders,
politioal leaders and dignitaries of the state used to attend
these functions. | remember Sri. K.PKesava Menon, Sni.
A.P. Udaya Bhanu, Sri. K.A. Damodhara Menon and Sri.
V.G. Sukumaran of Erimayoor, Palakkad District (who was
Vice President of All India Farmers forum) participating in
these functions. | have to make a special mention of Shri.
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- SUPER SPECIALITIES |

CARDIOLOGY _
Facility for permanent Cardiac Pacing
Marquette’s Treadmill

' Scole’s Holter Monitoring systems

Thoshiba Echo Colour Doppler
Intensive Coronary Care Unit

NEUROSURGERY
Key hole neuro surgerices by
neuroendoscope
LEICA operating microscope

.ICP monitoring

Aneurysm clipping

Midas Rex drill system
NEPHROLOGY

Most Modern German' built Freserius

dialysis machine

Facility for long term dialysis

Treatment for renal failure

-- Special clinic for snake bite, leptospiresis

NEUROLOGY

Computerised 21 channel digital EEG
" with colour brain mapping

Thrombolytic treatmeént for strokes &

neuro disorders

Epilepsy Clinic
GASTROENTEROLOGY

Video gastro duodenoscopy

Video colonoscopy

Video endoscopy

ERCP ,

Biliary lithotripsy & stenting
UROLOGY

Direx ESWL for non surgical removal
of stone

Karl stroz Cystoresectoscope

PCNL for stone removal through key
hole surgery

Wolf URS & Lithoclast

- Male infertility
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OTHER FACILITIES

Fourth generation XVID Thoshiba
whole body C.T. Scan

" Pathology & Microbiology lab
* Spinal Surgery & Stabilisation
* Total hip, Joint & knee replacement

Micro vascular surgery
Surgery & Arthroscopy
Illizarov System & JESS

» Closed Interlocking Nailing
» Allergan Phaco Emulsification

Retinal & Vitreous Surgery
Laser Treatment

» Carl Zeiss Microscope

Sonomed A 2500 scan

Photo therapy & Incubator

Medical intensive Care unit
Paediatric.- Neonatal ICU
Infertility Clinic

Video Laproscopy hystescopy

Nasal endoscopy Surgery
Fibre-optic bronchoscopy

Facio maxillary Surgexy

Dental X-ray

Correction of teeth mal alignment
Diagnostic and therapeutic laproscopy

: Physiotherapy & Rehabilitation

ATL Ultra sound scan
Philips C arm image intensifier
Anaesthesiology & Critical care

- Siemens Ventilator

Dermatology and Venerology
Psychiatry

ROUND ‘I'I'IE CLOCK
Casuality, Emergency care Accident, Trauma care,
. Ambulance, Pharmacy, Lab, X-Ray Scan
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E.P. Gopalan, who was a freedom fighter, and the MLA of
Pattambi constituency in this juncture. He used to be one
of the organizing members of the farmers day. He used to
initiate discussion on farmers problems and cautioned
the staff of the station not to confine their activities within
the boundaries of the farm. He was a well wisher of the
Research Station from its beginning and did not lose any
opportunity to speak and fight for the cause of the Research
Station. At this juncture of this celebration of the Platinum
Jubilee of the station the present and past staff of this
. station should remember his name with respect and

gratitude. | take this opportunity to pay homage to the

departed soul.

In 1950's it was compulsory that the final year students
of the Agricultural College, Coimbatore before they become
eligible for getting the degree had to undergo practical
training in all farm activities and this programme was called
‘beletting’. Accordingly five students from the Agriculture
College, Coimbatore were sent to Pattambi for undergoing
the above programme. These students were put under

my charge. | am glad to record that these students under’

went the training quite satisfactorily and later they occupied
outstandanding positions either in the field of Agricultural
Research or in Agricultural Extension. As for instance |
may mention the names of Late V.K. Vamadevan a scientist
in water management of international repute and Dr. M.
Aravindakshan who for a long period was the Director of
Research, Kerala Agricultural University and later become
the Chairman of the Central Coconut Development Board.
Similarly in 1969 {or in 1970) four IAS trainees of Kerala
cadre were deputed fo the station for training in Agriculture.
Shri.PX. Sivanandan and Shri. Palat Mohandas the former
and present Agricultural Production Commissioner were
two among the trainees. They used to recollect the trainees
with a sense of fulfillment and introduce me to their friends
as 'gury’, perhaps out of their good regard towards me.

1 cannot but record that not only the staff of the research
station but also their farmers took interest in the welfare of
the station. In 1971 the farm labourers of this station struck

@
work along with their counterparts in the other
Government agricultural farms. | was away in Delhi at
that time and when | returned to the station and found
that the crop in some of the fields were quite ripe and
any delay for harvest would damage the crop. ! discussed
the matter with my
colleagues and it was decided to take up the harvest with
the help of their family members. This good
gesture on the part of the family members saved a
valuable crop which otherwise would have got spoiled.
Fortunately, the farm labourers called off the strike on
the next day.

All work and no play make a man dull and sick. By
way of relaxation from the research activities, the staff
members of the research station organized a recreation

-club within the premises of the station. A building was

constructed for the club and indoor games like caroms,
cards, chess and Table Tennis as also out door games
like basket ball, ring tennis, badminton, shuttle cock were
played. At this juncture, | remember that the station
celebrated the formation of Kerala State (Kerala piravi)
on 1% November 1956 by enacting a drama (among
other cultural programmes) depicting the important
historical and cultural land marks of Kerala. The late
Sri. PC. Sahadevan a talented person wrote the script
and directed the drama with the help of the late Shri. K.G.
Nambiyar retired Artist of the Coimbatore Agricultural
College. ! was given the role of Thunchath Ezhuthachan
and comments were going round that | performed the
role with characteristic style and form of the father of
the modern Malayalam language.

| am proud to be a product of this great Research
Station. | have been identified with this institution so much
that some of my friends in rice research believe that | am
a man of Pattambi.

At this juncture of celebrating the Platinum Jubilee |
salute this temple of rice research and pray for its all-
round progress, growth and development. May its fame
and name continue to spread far and widel
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Enrich your S oil
With

MONARCH'S

BIO PRODUCTS

BIO FERTILIZERS BIO FUNGICIDES
AZOSPIRILLUM TRICHODERMA VIRIDE

PHOSPHOBACTERIA

RHIZOBIUM BIO CONTROL AGENTS
AZOTOBACTER . PSEUDOMONAS

COMPOST
ORGANIC COMPOST, VERMI COMPOST

DECOMPOSTING CULTURE
BACTERIAL CULTURE, FUNGAL CULTURE

BIO-FERTILIZERS PROCESSING EQUIPMENTS
ON TURN-KEY BASIS

MONARCH BIO-FERTILISERS AND RESEARCH CENTRE
NEW NO. 2, SADULLA STREET, T. NAGAR, CHENNAI - 600 017
PH: 4346933 MOBILE: 98400-78198
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7 “. cherish much those good old days at Pattambi
"% i farm since 1963 for about 2 decades. Then it was
Agricultural Research Station, Pattambi with five Research
Assistants and a few Farm Assistants, under the control of
Assistant Paddy Specialist or simply APS, head of the
station. The Research Station was upgraded in 1964 to
Central Rice Research Station with six divisions viz,
Agronomy, Plant Breeding, Pathology, Entomology,
Agriculture Chemistry and Statistics, headed by Assistant
Rice Research Officers with two Research Assistants under
them. The Rice Specialist of Pattambi had control of all other
Agriculture Research Stations connected with Rice
Research in the state. | look back to these old days when
there was oneness in work connected with research and

A LOOK BACK

Dr. Seshadrinath, Retd. Prof. & Head Department of Plant Physiology, KAU

extension, cultural and social activities. All the Research
and field staff including the Rice Specialist used to be in the
field at 8 morning. One of the Research Assistants (usually -
the senior most) was put in charge of the labour distribution
and the next senior RA in charge of cash and farm produce.
| remember, the Research and field staff wearing half
trousers when they go to field. | will say the period from
1964 to 1980 was the golden days of Pattambi farm, as the
station could evolve quite a large number of good varieties
in Rice and other crops. Many research publications, reports,
write ups and books of National and International standard
came out of the station. To me, that was the best period in
my official life.
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JAPONICA ~ INDICA HYBRIDIZATION PROJECT IN KERALA
A RETROSPECT

C. GANGADHARAN, Retd. Scientist, CRRI, Cuttack

he global devastation caused by World War I,
affected many Asian Countries agricultural
production. Food and Agricultural Organisation of
the United Nations constituted a Rice Commission to advise
member, Asian Countries on the technological means to
boost rice production. There we have the genesis of the
Japonica x Indica Rice Hybridization scheme which
envisaged the transfer of response to high fertility and
productivity of the Japonicas into the elite local indica
varieties with tolerance to ecological and biological stresses.
FAQ operated the J x | hybridization project from Central
Rice Research Institute, Cuttack, as its headquarters from
1951-19586. Indian Council of Agricultural Research also
ran a parallel project for the benefit of rice growing Indian
States, simultaneousiy.

The major achievement from the project was the
release of ‘Mahsuri' and ‘Malinja’ in Malaysia, ‘Circna’ in
Australia and Adt. 27 in Tamil Nadu, India. The Malaysaan
‘Mahsuri’ proved very versatile with ' wide
adaptability and was/is popular in some South Indian
States. In Tamil Nadu it was re-christened as “Fonni” and
it is recognized as a type In the rice market in the south
even today.

| shall mention that Dr. N. Parthasarathy was the
Director of CRRI then, and Dr. M.S, Swaminathan, FRS,
the doyen of Indian Scientist — Administrators began his
professional career in the FAO J x | scheme at CRRI,
Cuttack which he culminated gloriously as the Director
General of the International Rice Research Institute,
Philippines, the mecca of rice research now, for the World.

i A few hundreds of highly productive J x | hybrids were
identified from both the FAQO and ICAR
hybridization projects and they were tested and maintained
at CRRI. In 1961, CRRI spear-headed a collaboration J x
I scheme with the participation of different rice growing
states. It operated in eleven states during 1961-1966.
The Kerala Unit of J x | scheme started functioning at the
' Rice Research Station, Mannuthy, the then Headguarters
for rice research with Sri, P.C. Sahadevan, as the Rice
Specialist. Because of land and water limitations at
Mannuthy.in summer, the venue of the scheme was shifted
to ARS, Pattambl through the courtesy of late M.
Janardanan Nalr then Director of Agriculture, Kerala, Shri.

H

A.J. Chacko, Rice Specialist, Kerala and [ate M. Kelukutty
Menon, ARS, Pattambi and continued there till its
termination in June 1966.

It was during this period (1963-65) that IRRI launched
its blitzkrieg on national and regional rice programmes
and advocated the gospel of semi dwarfism for
emancipation of rice research and boosting rice production
in Asia and the World. The efforts and findings of the J x
| scheme got submerged in the flood of dwarfs and semi
dwarfs.

Tainan-3 was reigning supreme in Kerala then, though
not a typical semi dwarf iike (T {(N) 1 or IR 8. The golden
yellow ears of the mature crop, against the green leaves
were a most alluring sight to rice farmers who where used
to the lodged crop with rolling straw. Many Tainan-3 festivals
were celebrated with caparisoned elephants and “samang.”
in different rice-tracts of the State. But its productivity did
not match its visual glamour and soon went out of cultivation.

Incidentally, a semi-dwarf mutant was identified by me
in 1958, in a medium duration Orissa variety, T. 1145. It
was brought to Kerala for testing and had consistently
recorded high vyield in ali trials. [ts performance was
highlighted in the Annual Report. But, then nobody hothers
about local talents or findings, “«pmje a3geem 23p)0es aandl
geept”

Personally, | am too much indebted to the J X [ project,
as it gave me a chance to learn at first hand the cropping
pattern and cultural practices of rice in Kerala and gain
acquaintance of every rice-scientist of Kerala then. Let me
conclude by paying tributes and thanks to my colleagues
Sri. M. Kandaswamy and Shri. B. Raman for their devotion
and co-operation in the implementation of the J x | scheme
in Kerala as well as to all my colleagues of Rice Research
in the Department of Agriculture, Kerala who helped to make
my work and life at Mannuthy and Pattambi very enjoyable.

“When to the sessions of sweet silent thought
| summon up remembrance of things past”
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as research officer in the department of Chemistry at RS,
Pattambi.

y First Landing at Pattambi was in 1969 October,
as wife of Dr. S. Seshadrinath, who was working

I had a warm welcome, usually given to all new comers
by neighbours and Dr. R. Gopalakrishnan, the then rice
specialist and his wife. We used to call Mrs.
Gopalakrishnan as Ammayi very fondly. For me it is not
possible to relinquish, the life long memorable time of a
decade (1969-1979) at Pattambi. The life was so contented
with what ever we had.A small quarters and a very small
income of three digit figure ie. less than Rs. 300 per month.

Till 1978, | was working as Jr. Agri. Officer at Soil Testing
lLaboratory, Pattambi. In 1878, | was posted as Asst.
Professor in the Vacancy of Dr. S. Seshadrinath, who left
for higher studies at IARI, New Delhi, on deputation.

One day | burnt my right hand wrist during Sulphuric
acid titration. Sri Shanmugam of pathology department,
took earnest and sincere effort to console and asked me
to remove the bangles otherwise, it will hurt me more,
and did the possible first aid to heal the wound. Sri
Shanmugam is no more. But we cannot forget the
personality behind him with helping hand always to all,
He was well versed in subject also.

Working with Sri. Gangadhara Menon of Chemistry,
myself and Dr. Suman Susan Varghese could learn a lot
on field research. We both used to go to field at 6.30 A.M
to complete the Njattuvela planting of a crop weather study.
Sri. Gangadhara Menon, was so strict that we had to show
him the field book every day and it was kept in his custody.

There was no need of any supervision on the labourers
for seeding, transplanting or other cultivation
practices. They were well trained on all aspects of field
work and were very cooperative. The layout and the
lineplanting were so neatly done by them.

| recollect the day on which Dr,M.S.Swaminathan,
visited our station in August 1872. He had interaction with
home makers too. He was appreciating the hands
behind the achievements of the scientist of RRS, Pattambi,
and remarked that without encouragement from the better
half none can succeed in any thing.
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Dr. S. Pushkala
Associate Professor, ARS Chalakkudy

Under the leadership of Dr. R. Gopalakrishnan, Rice
specialist, we celeberated the Golden jubilee function at
RRS, on a grand scale.

All were bee working for the function, just like one family.
Evening the stage was busy with Kathakali, Koodiyattom
etc. Local people and farmers of Pattambi joined us to
make the function colourful and informative.

A group of local and nearby farmers used to visit the
station to share their experiences in paddy and vegetable
cultivation and land management and to solve some of
the problems related to agriculture.

In the true sense work was worship those days. Dr.
Seshadrinath and other research officers used to go to
the farm to take muster and to distribute work to the
labourers at 6.30 A.M. They never wait for the farm
assistants or others to come, to give work for labourers.
In their absence research officers used to supervise the
work.

it was really a tension free life and was heavenly to
walk through the paddy fields and the banana gardens in
9th block. Moreover the people, neighbours, colleagues,
seniors, juniors, labourers, all were good, during those
times. No jealousy or hatred among the staff. Due respect
was given to seniors by juniors and labourers.

There was a club near our Quarters. Men and children
used to assemble there during evenings.
Children forgetting their Parents, religions and sex were
very happy to mingle and play. They enjoyed the sand,
swing, and slide provided at the club premises. Men played
shuttle or cards till 8.30 or 9 PM. No television and
computer or other entertainments to keep ourselves aloof
from others. So people had more time to interact and love
each other.

Nostalgic feelings of the days at Pattambi still persists
in me, so even in dreams, | see only our Pattambi quarters
as my staying place, wherever | go. Sometimes memories
can be terribly embarrassing.
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he tripple letter ‘PTB’ poulary known for the rice
varieties in international arena denotes the small
town Pattambi. The nucleus of this place is the
Rice Research Station now called as Regional
Agricultural Research Station,having a serene atmosphere
and a good landscape representing ‘Palliyal’, ‘Modan' and
‘Punja’padam depicting different types of rice cultivation
in Kerala. Pattambi is a site of learning anything and
everything on rice in Kerala.

After getting releived from IAR], New Delhi, | joined as
Associate Professor (Entomology)on 16.10.1981.
Cfcourse Pattambi had more attractions to a person like
me from a shoere city Pondichery in the coramandal coast.
A tall black figure with betel munching mouth Dr. K.l.James
sir welcomed me in Tamil which made me to feel very
homely. When | got an apartment allotted to me on the
same day, | felt the pinch of hospitality.

The morning walk with the umbrella towards
Punchapadam to see my research plots made me feel
hale and healthy. Stalwarts like Dr. K.Karunakaran, Plant
Breeder, Dr.P.K.G. Menon, Dr. Rajaram Soil Scientists and
Dr.V.P.8.Dev, Plant Pathologist, acted as advisors and
those days were golden pericd for me to learn about the
rice field problems.

The system of calling muster roll of labourers and
allotting person to different departments by the theh senior
farm supervisor P.V. Narayanan is a scene which no one
can forget. Labourers were found moving with ‘pattikacol’
and ‘choodi’ for feild layout bringing enthusiasm to the
scientist who worked in the station. Dr.P.B.Skaria,
Assistant Professor (Entomology), Mr. Gangadharan, Mr.
Rajasekharan, Farm Assistants, Lakshmi and Sarada, our
farm labourers, were counting the pest in our fields. What
a wonderful division of Labour?.

i
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MY EXPERIENCE AT RARS PATl'AMBl

DR. L. NADARAJAN
Professor and Head,(Agri Entomology)
P.J.N. College of Agriculture and Research Institute, Karaikal-609 603

Pattambi had a discipline and decorum. It is just like a
mosque to Muslims, a Church to Christians and a Temple
to Hindus.Yes ! It is holy place for Scientists like me. Then
came our Dr. Rajappan Nair as the first Associate Director
a Honeybee man blowing at the inflorescene of paddy in
the early morning at 7.00 A.M. | went near to him, he
explained the emasculation and crossing procedures, It is
not the sophistication or computerization but
sincerity shown by these elders which brought the famous
‘PTB’ varieties.,

Once in Virippu season 1983, there was an outbreak
of army worm in the farm. Dr. Rajappan Nair called me
and we have seen most of the crop in palliyals and A
block{Eastern)was eaten by this pest. It was just like the
grazing by the cattle. We took a spray of methy! parathion
and this controlled the pest.

| left Pattambi for a periocd of 5 years deputation to
Karaikal. | joined back at Ambalavayal but | again came
back to RARS, Pattambi at the instance of Dr. K.M.Rajan,
ADR and a Pathologist and a [cvable person. Then came
Dr. N. Krishnan Nair, as the Associate Director the most
Dynamic personality,

Why should | write a chronological memory during my
tenure at Pattambi? Yes! there is a reason! We the younger
generation should realize that we are living on the past
glory of these dedicated workers. Let us vow in this Platinum
jubilee year of RARS Pattambi, that all the younger scientists
rededicate ourselves to uphold the reputation and maintain
the name and fame of cur mother i.e.RARS Pattambi and
let us sacrifice whatever needed for this purpose.

I am extremely thankfull for remembering me on this
great occasion.

| wish all success to the Platinum jubilee celeberation
of RARS Pattambi
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Pattambi

P.V. NARAYANAN, Retd. Farm Supervisor, RARS, Pattambi

uring my school days we used to invite Sri. P.C.
Sahadevan, a research assistant of the farm to
preside over literary association of the school. He
was a sportsman and also a man of fine arts. His oration
was very impressive. | had high esteem of the researchers
at ARS, Pattambi.

[ passed SSLC in 1945 and further education was not
thought of due to lack of colleges-near about. | wanted to
be employed and got in touch with the farm, and came to
know about the training course of fieldmen to popularize
fertilizers and scientific agriculture. District Agricultural
Officer selected the trainees and they were trained by a
qualified staff of the department. The duration was only
four months. Training in agriculture consisted of theory
and practical. | was selected for the training in the first
batch. We acquired basic knowledge in agriculture and
also got an idea of research. The Head of the institution
was Assistant Paddy Specialist who was directly under
paddy specialist, Coimbatore. Then Mr. Narasimha Rao
was the Head of the Station. He was a man of discipline
and used to work in the fields during the forenoon.
Under him there were five assistants, five fieldmen one
attender.and three maistries. There were permanent
labourers (ploughmen) and casual labourers also.

| was posted in Entomological Laboratory at Fern Hill
— Nilgiries (Malabar was a part of Madras State). | worked
in the Entomological Section at Coimbatare also.
I worked under Sri. Tirumal Rao, (Assistant Entomologist)
and Sri. M.C. Cheriyan (Entomologist). | am indebted to
them for giving me proper direction in my life.

| secured a transfer to ARS Pattambi in 1952 as a
fieldman. My senior colleagues led me to the grove and |
took up my work seriously. Practically | had to help all the
Research Assistants and attend other operations in the
farm. The officers were fully matured and resourceful,
P.C. Sahadevan, Kelukutty Menon, Dr. Gopalakrishnan,
Ahamed Bhavappa and many others.

The Rice Research work and seed multiplication went
on hand to hand with utmost care. Once a District

.
L

Agricultural Officer (Srinivasan) complained about the
purity of the seed and got all the staff together to talk. He
had rouged a plot of Ptb 26 in a plot and
removed about 20% plants, which seemed to be green
(Ptb 26 — purple pigmented). | said that 1 would
resign my job if it would be proved. Later the materials
was brought to the station and planted in singles. All of
them developed purple pigmentation. Even the labourers
were trained properly and one could keep norms fixed for
all operations. And most of them were very responsible.

The tarm had a mixed cropping pattern and pineapple,
coconut, groundnut, gingelly, vegetables, tapioca, ginger,
plantains, sweet potato, cotton, etc. were grown. There
was a lab for seed testing and many other schemes like
meteorology, dairy and poultry.

My life at the station was smooth for a long time. But
once | was haunted by intelligence department for six
months only due to certain misunderstanding. At another
time | was suspected to have been involved in an
anonymous petition about the farm. These two things
pained me considerably. As a whole my official life was
such that | had self contentment in my work and was happy
in the group. | liked extra work also and was secretary of
the ARS club. During those days there were associate
members from outside the farm also. There were all
facilities needed for a club. | also contrived to run a canteen
for the farm labourers. This was the story of my early days.

| was later posted as Compost Inspector at Chittoor
Block. | worked there only for a short time. Then | was
taken to Eruthiampathy — 1SD Farm. | worked there from
1964 to 1968. Again | got transferred to my parent farm.
| worked in the Co-ordinated Agronomic Research
Scheme and Cashew air layering scheme before being
promoted as Farm Supervisor, RRS Pattambi on
13.1.1981.

| retired from service on 30" June 1983, after 37 years
and 6 months service.

Changes have taken place in the station when it was
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taken up by the Agricultural University. Independent
departments have been formed, many buildings have been
constructed and the staff pattern changed and at present
the station is almost a Research Institute.

[ feel that increase in the matter of space, acreage of
cultivated land, is inadequate in proportions. This would
reduce the production of good seeds for distribution.
Farmers are on the look out for high yielding varieties
especially at this juncture. Paddy cultivation has
become a loss due to its low productivity and high cost of
production. They really want good seeds, labour saving
devices from the researchers and the formula to double
the vield.

The Ofificers and the supervisory staff commanded
good faith and respect and the labourers were very
obedient and modest in early days. They also received a
bit more wages than the local agricultural labourers. The
labourers accepted the dictates of the fortunate ones. A
change was taking place afterwards. Officers and NGO’s
organized themselves and wanted better pay and
amenities. Labourers also formed unions and they also

—_“l_n

fought for better living conditions. Naturally the attachment
melted away. Some amount of living conditions were
secured by labourers ie., leave with wages, maternity
benefits and increase in wages as per cost of index. The
production and cost of products did riot increase on par
with the production charges. It is tolerable if persons like
me had been harassed for sometime and | had no regrets
and no room for sorrow in my official carrier. | had some
pain which | still keep when few labourers were ousted
during the emergency, on the pretext of inefficiency. They
had worked efficiently for years. They had only meager
amount of gratuity while their counterparts draw pension
every month.
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It was in 1984 that | passed M.Sc(Ag) Course in crop
physiology. After a long wait, in March 1988,
I got my posting order in KAU, | was to be posted at RARS
Pattambi. My acqualntance with Pattambi was very
meager. We had stayed there for five days during our all
Kerala tour. The long field visits and the scintilating classes
by the stalwarts of the station had created a sort of awe
and fear in our hearts and also a realization of our
responsibilities and a respect for our profession. i did
consider myself fortunate to begin a career In such a
station.

On March 25 ™ 1988, | resigned my job at Krishi
Bhavan, Orumanayoor and on the 26" morning, ! started
my journey to RARS Pattambi. Dr.Rajappan Nair was the
Associate Director of the station and | stood before him
with the call letter for taking up a post in AICRP Crop
improvment to which | was posted. When | told him that
my specialization was in Crop Physiology, the first question
he put forth was why did you take Physiology and not
seed technology. | felt this question to be a bit
inappropriate. Only [ater did | know what he had in mind
for me.

As the station has the seed testing lahoratory of the
University, Dr. Rajappan Nair was looking for somebody
to take charge of that little lab. Later on by an internal
arrangement | was posted in the National seeds project-
breeder seed production unit and given full charge of
the seed testing lab. This has Been instrumental in shaping

MY TRYST WITH RARS PATTAMBI

Dr. T. GIRIJA, Asst. Professor, College of Horticulture , Vellanikkara

my career and identifying my chosen area of activity.
Though | was acquainted with seed technology I felt myself
to be a novice in the field, after attending a summer
institute at CSTL New Delhi. | developed enough
confidence in the field and also to take pride and
appreciate the beautiful lab that was entrusted to me. |
could understand that this is definitely one of the good
laboratories of the country and has all the potential of
developing into a full - fledged seed techonology unit. Today
| am happy to see that my dreams have not been in vain
and | wish this unit all success.

The seed testing laboratory of RARS owes & ot to Dr.
Sukumara Dev who was instrumental in developing and
preserving the [ab with parental concern. Farm assistant
Racheal and lab assistants Bhaskaran and Sankaran were
experienced and devoted people. Their up keep and
concern had been instrumental in maintaining the
equipments of the lab In perfect condition even after 35
years.

HARS had taught me a lot of things in life. | was once
dejected when | realized that | was the only Scientist in
the station without a single research project to my name
with only the STL and NSP-BSP project. Today | have
realized that it Is not the dowry that you get counts, but
getting an area where you can build your own identity is
more important. This comes only through dedication, hard
work and struggle. This station and the little seed testing
laboratory will always hold a place of pride in my heart of
hearts.

With best compliments from:

Annex Industries

Manisseri, Ottapalam - 679521 Phone: 0492-644036

Manufacturers of Top Quality
AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS, ESTATE AND ARTISAN TOOLS
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It was a very hot summer day of May
When | “landed” in Pattambi

As | moved along the red road stretched ahead;

| saw a big building,

The Teachers’ hostel.

Standing at the gate (No.2)

| Looked ahead to the see office building

Someone pointed a spot

About a half a kilometre away.

| walked gazing around the paddy fields.

And enjoying the hot sun.

Under my ten years old Umberlla Suddenly, | stopped
To see a “Neela Ponma*“

On the electric wire, crossing the field
Jumping and flirting,

spreading its wings having vibrant colours.
O! what a beautiful sight!

As | walked

It repeated its flight in front of me

Like a Good friend and guide;

I felt as if it was guiding me

To the place were | wanted to go

And | thought It was receiving me

To this heavenly place.

A MEMOIR...

(Of my dreams, Dr.James and the Station)
Sri. P. Gangadharan, Associate Professor RARS, Pattambi

And dazzling in the wind,
Gently carressing each other
| felt it was receiving me |
Yes....murmured

| am here,

In this dream land

To tulfill my ambitions.

On Reaching the Office

Stood in front of Dr. K. |. James,

Head of the Station,

With smiling face and bulging eyes

With reddish lips and chewing mouth.
- Shaking with one hand and

"SR Rcsting the other on my shoulder

M Greeted me with a style

3l fine, we were expecting you

The station greets you and

warm welcome to you

{ Thank you Sir Thank You sir

My heart Whispered

| Surprised to see

How closely he behaves

As if | was known to him for years!
By first site first smile

| enjoyed the breeze with a joyful heart
It reminded me my old dreams.
To become a Scientist and a Teacher
~ Only a few minutes remain to fulfill my dreams
My heart throbbed with ecstasy
at every step | measured;
Yes, now | can hear my heart beats!

Ol god!

This is my land of golden dreams
I raised my head and eyebrows
and stood there for a Moment,
Forgetting the hot Sun,

And rotating my head half around;
Gazed the building ahead

And the paddy fields around.

Ol how nice to see !
The green plants, bowing its head.

Late Dr. James

1 could get his mind

His overflowing love and friendship
To a subordinate

My heart again murmured with joy

Yes right place to join duty.

Days passed.....

so also weeks and months

Boss became a true friend to me
Extending his long helping handsa
To do research and other works in the fields.
A day came when | have to depart
As my AICARP Office shifted;

| telt very sad said goodbye,

He presented me a book

Which he got from IRRI (Philippines)
This for you this will be usefull to you
with tears I moved away

as if | was going for ever.

.
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..................................... : | lost that love and friendship forever
...................................... | gazed the breezeless paddy fields

Now, after two decades, *and the tall trees around

When | came back again - Then heard his calling Ganga echoed
Everything changed (As he used to call me like that)

I could find his quarters emptied still | have kept that book which he presented to me
And thick shrubs and bushes growing around As a monument of those sweet memories
Like a maiden forest A few drops of tears cozed out from my eyes
The glory of the past Similar to snow drops

Melted with the present Fallen from the grass tips

And wetted my eyes. As and when we walked along

on the wall of the seminar hall The bunds of paddy fields.

| saw him again | walked again

with same smile and hulging eyes. But [ could not find such a friend

With reddish lips and chewing mouth But only due drops

He is no more With the tale of the touch of his golden feet!

Stood there for a few minutes?
As if | was not aware of his sad demise earlier

One Stop Shop For
All Computer Stationery & Peripherals

MICRO ILAND

COMPUTER CONSUMABLES, PERIPHERALS & OFFICE AUTOMATION
Guruvilasam Complex, Marar Road, Thrissur -1 Ph : 421435, 421099

CONSUMABLES : HP, Epson, Canon, Panasonic, Wipro, TVSE, Lexmark
FAX MACHINES : Panasonic, Brother, HP.
ELECTRONIC TYPE WRITER : Godrej, Brother, Panasonic.
Cd's, Floppies, DMP & Ink Jet Catridges, Tonners (Recycling also)
“Ink - Jet Special PaPers, OHP Sheets etc.
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The Vallappuzha Service Cooperative Bank Ltd.

The Pattambi Service Cooperative Bank Lid.

The Palakkad District Co-operative Bank Ltd
Kumaranellur Service Co-operative Bank Ltd.

Kerala State Co-operative Agricultural and

Rural Development Bank Ltd, Thiruvananthapuram
International Institute of Biotechnology and Toxicology(I[BAT)
The Thrithala Service Co-operative Bank Ltd
Malappuram District Cooperative Bank Ltd

Paint & Paints,Pattambi

Keraleeya Ayurveda Samajam Hospital, Shornur

K.H. Home appliances, Mele Pattambi .

Cyber College of Computers, Mele Pattambi

Amiya Ayurvedic Nursing Home &Research
Centre,Pazhayakadav,Pattambi

Sneha garment makers & Matching centre, Mele Pattambi
Janatha Grocery,H.S.Road, Pattambi

Annex Industries, Manisseri, Ottappalam

Santhosh Pharmacy, Kadalundinagaram

Ambady Electronics,Palakkad

The Ottappalam Primary Co-operative Agricultural and
Rural Development Bank Ltd.

Ottappalam Cooperative Urban bank Ltd.

Chamayam supershop,Perinthalmanna
Perinthalmanna Service Co-operative Bank Ltd.
Al-Shifa Hospital,Perinthalmanna

Sopanam Heritage, East Nada, Guruvayur

Gangothri agencies,Pattambi

Poabs Green, Thiruvananthapuram

Nila Bake house,Mele Pattambi

Microland, Thrissur

Haritha Agri Agencies,Palakkad

Electro Vision, Thrissur

T.C.Unni agencies, Thrissur

Metal Industries Ltd,Shornur

Monarch’s Biofertilizers and Research Centre, Chennai

Geesons Mele Pattambi

HIMA ,Mele Pattambi

Margin free supermarket,Pattambj

Sitaram saree centre,Marva Arcade, Thrissur
Hotel Rajaprastham, Mele Pattambi

Pattambi Samyuktha Readymade Co-operative Society
SIDCO,Ollur, Thrissur

Alukkas colour house,Patlambi

Vandana fancy,Pattambi

Sithara Silks, Mele Pattambi

Microsys, Thrissur

The Pattambi Agricultural Research Station Employees
Co-operative Credit Society Ltd

Moulana Hospital,Paerinthal manna

Rafeeq bed emporium,Pattambi

The Ponnani Service Co-operative Bank,Ltd

Nila Hospital,Pattambi

Canara Bank,Pattambi

K.H.Floor Gallery Pwit. Ltd. Pattambi

The Dhanalakshmi Bank Ltd., Thrissur

Indian coffee house,Kunnamkulam

Jukky dress makers,Pattambi

Thunchath Ezhuthachan Rubber Lid.,Nilambur
Priya Instant Foods, Alipparambu,Malappuram Dt
The Pharmaceutical Corporation (I.M)Kerala Ltd. Thrissur
Anakkara Service Co-operative Bank Ltd.
Sreenarayana Indane Services, Pattambi
N.3.Yoga institute,Valancheri

Pattambi Glass house,Pattambi

Agro Trading company,Pattambi

Kit Kat Restaurant,Pattambi

S.N.Hotel,Pattambi

City Gold Jewellers, Ottappalam.

Apollo Tyres Ltd.

PSN Group Companies
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