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AMIC KAU PRICE FORECASTS




PRODUCERS ADVISED NOT TO HOLD BACK PEPPER STOCK

Black Pepper, known as the king ot spices, is a perennial climbing vine grown for its ber-
ies extensively used as spice and in medicine. Pepper has been a popular spice since
srehistoric times. It was probably first cultivated on the Malabar cost of India in what is now
he state of Kerala. As of 2008 Vitenam is the world's largest producer and exporter of
Depper, contributing around 34 per cent of the world production. Other major producers
nclude Indonesia (9%), India (19%), Brazil (13%), Malaysia (8%), Sri Lanka (6%), Thailand
4%) and China (6%). Global pepper production peeked in 2003 with over 3,55,00Ct (391.
X) short tons), but has fallen to just over 2,71 000t (2,99,000 short tons) by 2008 due to a
series of factors like poor crop management, disease and weather related sef backs.

India is a leading producer, consumer and exporter of black pepper in the world. During

2005-06. 16,700 tonnes of black pepper products worth Rs. 14050 lakhs were exported to

Vo various countries accounting for 6 per cent of export earnings among spices. Black pepper is
cultivated in Kerala, Karnataka and to a limited extent in Tamil Nadu and other states. The crop

is grown in about 2,46,000 hectares with a production of 69,000 tonnes annually. Kerala and

V Karnataka account for a major portion (92 %) of production of black pepper in the country.

. The pepper harvest season in India will commence in January and bulk market arrivals
are expected from February onwards

+ Generally, September, October and November are months of low arrivals for Indian
makets. The carry over stock of pepper from the last harvest in India is learnt to be
belowl 0,000 tonnes, which is a small trade volume as per trade sources.

+ The Export and Import Houses are likely to take a long position for their commitments in
view of low physical arrivals. This is reflected in the futures price hovering steady around
Rs. 141 per kg for October, November and December months.

+ ltis learnt that the Vietnam Pepper Association has advised its members not to sell
pepper aggressively from April onwards. This is also expected to shift overseas buyers
to the Indian markets.

+ Crop Prospect estimates indicate that the crop stand and berry setting during the current
year in Vietham and Indonesia is not very encouraging.

The Market Intellligence Centre of Kerala Agricutural University under ICAR assisted NAIP proiect views that the
buoyant phase in black pepper will last during the months of October, November and December. The prediction
is based on the month wise time series price data at Kochi market for Ungarbled Malabar Peprrer (for a period
of 15 years from 1995 onwards) which is the major market in India for black pepper. According to the study, the
prices will hover around Rs.138 toRs.145 per kg till October 2009. This is expected to come around Rs. 132-140
per kg, in November and Rs. 131-138 per kg December 2009. Hence pepper growers are recommended to sell
their produce preferably before end of October or November, and postively before December 2009.

Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre, College of Horticulture, Kerala Agricultural University, Trichur - 680656



Pepper season staris with a cheer amidst hectic speculations:
Pepper farmers advised to wait fill April

Agricultural Market Intelligence Cell, Kerala Agricultural University

India is the traditional home of major spices. She has the privilege to enjoy a
dominant position in production, consumption and export of spices and spice products.
According to the latest statistics available, the area under cultivation of spices in India
has increased from 2448 thousand hectares in 2006-07 to 2603 thousand hectares in
2007-08 and the production during the corresponding period has increased from 3953
thousand tones to 4103 thousand tones (Government of India, 2009).Among the Indian

spices, black pepper occupies a position of key eminence in the spices export basket.

Traders® survey indicates that there are conflicting reports about the anticipated
output of pepper this season by different sources, aimed at influencing the prices. The
anticipated output of Indian pepper this year is reckoned approximately at 50, 000 tones,
considering all the above aspects. The quick recovery from recession by the European
countries and the US should help to stimulate more export demand, but the exporters and
importers are moving cautiously in view of rupee getting stronger, and the Indian pepper
price ruling higher than the price of other producer countries. Trade circles also indicated
that trade enquiries for Indian pepper are low this season as compared to the last year. It
is against this background that the Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre of the Kerala
Agricultural University attached to the Department of Agricultural Economics, College
of Horticulture studied the price behavior of Indian pepper based on the monthly time
series data at Kochi market for Ungarbled Malabar Pepper for a period of 15 years from
1995 January onwards. According to the study, the price of Indian pepper will hover
around Rs. 128-140 per kg during the early pepper season starting from January to
March, which synchronizes with the maximum market arrivals. This is a period when the
export houses are becoming more active, making strategic moves to maintain their stocks,
consistent with their foreign enquiries and commitments. Therefore, this period is likely

to witness high degree of speculative activities also.



The price predicted by the Centre for the next five months are as follows:

Months Predicted price
(Rs/ Kg)
Jan 2010 126-138
Feb 2010 128136
Mar 2010 130-140
Apr 2010 135-148
May 2010 140-151

The pepper producers are therefore advised not to get panicky by the quick price
shifts and market activities during the initial period of the new season. They are advised

to store their pepper, and wait till April when the market situations may appear more

bright and promising,.
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Released on 07-05-2010

BLACK GOLD GLITTERS ON SUPPLY CONSTRAINTS

The Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre (AMIC) of Kerala Agricultural
University under the ICAR assisted NAIP project had released its second price forecast
for ungarbled black pepper for the months of January, February, March, April and
May’10, based on their analysis of pepper prices at Kochi market for a period of 15 years
from January 1995 to December 2009. The study had clearly indicated that the pepper
prices in the State may remain soft in January, February and March 2010, and may firm
up by April and May 2010. A summary of the price range predicted and its validation
based on actual prices that prevailed at Kochi market during the reference period
indicates that this finding was proved right:

Forecasted price Actual Price
Commodity Form Month
(Rs/Kg) (Rs/Kg)
January 2010 -
Ty 129-138 138
Feb 2010 -
Pepper (Ungarbled) e 128-136 128
March 2010 -
130-140 127
April 2010 -
p 135-148 143
May 2010 140-151

The Centre is revising its prediction for pepper price for the month of May 2010, and
projecting a new price scenario for the months of June, July, and August 2010 based on
the following trade inputs and new market sentiments based on emerging global, national
and local scenario described below:

» The global pepper production in 2010 will be lower than in 2009. Even
International Pepper Community (IPC) now admits a world supply shortfall now
as against the optimism expressed at the beginning of the season.

> The total output in Vietnam is now revised to 90,000 MT, which is 20 per cent
lower than last year’s output.




> Indonesia experienced El Nino effect with the result that the pepper output in
current year is expected to fall by 30 — 35 per cent.

» Brazil is facing a very unfavourable weather since November 2009, and the long
dry spells may end up with a production shortfall of 30 - 40 per cent.

> The initial crop estimates of Indian pepper for the current year by various
agencies were in the range of 50,000 - 60,000 tones. However, revised estimates
based on new trade inputs suggest that the Indian crop output will also be falling
short by at least 20 — 25 per cent during 2010 due to longer dry spells in summer
and the prevalence of anthracnose (Pollu) disease on the foliage, the spikes and
the berries in main growing tracts. The disease incidence was severe in Idukki,
especially in the local varieties.

» The latest update of Brazilian Pepper Trade Board views that the stock position in
the leading importing countries are precariously low because of the
macroeconomic situations that prevailed in European Union and North America.
The economic recovery in the buying countries of US and European markets are
likely to stimulate higher demand for pepper in the current year.

» With shipment possibilities from Vietnam for processed black pepper remaining
very bleak in the near future in view of the US Food and Drug Administration
finding Vietnam pepper not meeting its food hygiene and safety standards.
According to VOV News posted on 10-4-2010, USFDA has notified food hygiene
and safety inspections in all major Vietnam Pepper Export Processing Units from
now until October 2010. This is expected to drive overseas buyers to Indian
pepper, which is rated high on quality parameters but premium priced. Any
weakening of rupee may accentuate this process. That is why exporters refrain
from taking short positions at the current levels, and are taking a wait and watch
policy for the prices to cool down.

» Domestic demand in India is strong, and may go up further during the winter
months.

> Fresh crop arrivals of pepper at major market centres in Kerala are low as the
farmers continue to retain the commodity in anticipation of still higher prices that
may rule in future in view of global supply shortfall. Their holding power is
enhanced by the attractive price received for rubber, cardamom, tea, and cocoa,
the companion crops in most production areas.

» Pepper can easily be stored for 2 -3 years with out quality deterioration.

Under these circumstances, the Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre of Kerala
Agricultural University predicts the following price levels for ungarbled pepper in
Kerala based on Prices at Kochi for the next 4 months:



Price Forecasts
Commodity Form Month
(Rs/Kg)
May 2010 150 - 165
Pepper (Ungarbled) Tune 2010 155 - 167
July 2010 165-175
August 2010 175-185

It is not expected that Vietnam may come out of the imbroglio before September
— October. Any massive off loading of Vietnamese pepper when they come out of the
current crisis can bring the international prices under pressure. Farmers are advised to
consider this possibility also while synchronizing their sale.
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For more details, visit www.kau.edu or contact amickau@gmail.com or 8129628797
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CARDAMOM MARKET TO REMAIN BULLISH ON PRODUCTION SHORTFALLS

Small Cardamom (Elettaria cardamomum), described as the “Green Gold” is
undoubtedly the “Queen of Spices™. It is the world’s third-most-expensive spice after saffron and
vanilla. Cardamom is used as flavorings in both food and drink, és cooking spices and as
confectioneries. It is also used as a masticatory, and finds quite a number of uses in medicinal
formulations. The oil contained in the seeds and pods are used in perfumes and as a stimulant. It

enjoys an enviable position in the international trade of spices.

Guatemala, India, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, El Salvador, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and
Papua New Guinea are the major cardamom growing countries in the world. The world
production of cardamom is around 36,000 tonnes per annum. Guatemala leads the global
production, with an annual production of around 23,000 tonnes (approximately 64 per cent of the
world production), followed by India and Tanzania. The West Asian countries like UAE and

Saudi Arabia, Denmark, Finland, Norway, Japan and USA are the major consuming countries.

Kerala is the major cardamom producing state in the country, having a share of around 56
per cent area, 76 per cent of the total production, and a productivity level of 207 Kg/ha. Idukki
district accounts for the lion’s share of cardamom produced in Kerala. This is followed by
Karnataka accounting for 36 per cent, with Tamil Nadu accounting for 7 per cent for the total
cultivated area, and 15, 9 percentages respectively of the total production. Cardamom is
extremely rain and temperature sensitive. It needs low temperature, high humidity and incessant

drizzles.

The Cardamom harvest season in India spreads from August to March, and the peak
harvest season synchronizing with the bulk market arrivals are expected from October to
December.

Traders’ survey at Vandanmedu and discussion with knowledgeable sources in the Spices
Board indicated that there is a reduction in crop output amounting to 15-20 per cent as

compared to the last year owing to the pre-dominant dry spell in the summer months of
2009.



+ Trade reports also indicate a substantial reduction in cardamom production in Guatemala
due to adverse weather conditions and subsequent poor crop stand. Thus, the competition

| from Guatemala appears very weak during this year.

» The heat is turned on the global market due to the deficit production in two major
producing and exporting countries, resulting in a bullish phase for the Cardamom prices.
The average price which was hovering around Rs.500 per Kg during October, November,
December last year has crossed Rs.800 per Kg during December 2009. The auction
average price on 16/12/2009 at Vandanmedu was Rs.957/Kg. There is every possibility
that the export grade viz., AGEB may cross Rs. 1000/Kg during this harvest season itself.

 This is reflected in the futures market also where the price is floating around Rs. 1050 per
kg for the months of January, February and March.

It is against this background that the NAIP- Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre
(AMIC) functioning in the Department of Agricultural Economics, College of Horticulture,
Kerala Agricultural University analyzed the past 13 years’ average weighted price that prevailed
in Vandanmedu market and also conducted a traders survey in this market in order to assist the
farmers in better decision making. The average weighted price forecasted for the months of

January, February and March 2009 based on Vandamedu prices will be as follows:

Month Rs/Kg

January’10 860-950

February’10 870-975

March’10 850-900

Trade sources informed that arrivals may pick up if good monsoon showers are received
during January or else the production deficit that may go up to 30 per cent than the previous
year. However, sources in the Spices Board admitted that they anticipate a production fall within
20 per cent than the previous year. Viewing all these estimates and speculative activities
indicated by the futures price coupled with our own price analysis, farmers are advised to store

and sell by end of February, 2010 for higher prices.



Cardamom Price Line
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Cardamom prices to remain volatile

Released on 12-04-2010

The Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre (AMIC) of Kerala Agricultural
University under the ICAR assisted NAIP project had released its first price forecast for
cardamom (bulk) for the months of January, February, March’10, based on their analysis
of cardamom prices at Vadanmedu market for a period of 15 years from August 1996 to
December 2009. The study had clearly indicated that the cardamom prices in the State
may firm up in January, February and March 2010 due to global and domestic supply
constraints. A summary of the price range predicted and its validation based on actual
prices that prevailed at Vadanmedu market during the reference period is given below:

Forecasted price

Actual Price

Commodity Form Month
(Rs/Kg) (Rs/Kg)
January 2010 850-950 1015
Cardamom (Bulk) February 2010 §70-975 960
March 2010 250-900 1003

The Centre is now releasing its prediction for cardamom for the month of April-June
2010, based on new trade inputs and new market sentiments:

o The small growers have by and large released their cardamom output in the face
of the attractive price and the lack of scientific storage facilities. Only the big
farmers and estates who possess their own curing and scientific storage facilities
are releasing their stock slowly, but cautiously.

¢ Due to the long dry summer spells from January onwards, additional outputs

realized are low.

e 39,047 kg and 865 kg of cardamom was brought to Vandanmedu Auction Centre
on 11/04/2010 and 12/04/2010, and the average prices realized were Rs.1128 and
Rs.1006 per kg respectively.




e Even though prices are ruling high, trade circles indicate good demand for
cardamom from North India and Export Houses.

As limited supply of cardamom and robust demand could further push up prices, the
analysis by Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre (AMIC) shows that the
cardamom prices may go up by another 10-15% in the next few months as shown

below:

Forecasted price

Commodity Form Month @RsK2)
April 2010 1020-1075

Cardamom (Bulk) May 2010 1050-1100
June 2010 1075-1125

For more details contact, amickau@gmail.com or 8129628797
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COCONUT SEASON STARTS WITH PRICES FIRMING UP ON
ACCOUNT OF LOW INITIAL ARRIVALS

Agricultural Market Intelligence Cell, Kerala Agricultural University

Coconut is a versatile crop grown all over the world except the continents of
Europe and Australia. The crop plays a dominant role in the socio-economic and cultural
life of the growers. According to FAO Statistics, 2007, global production of coconuts is
61504133 Tonnes with Indonesia, Philippines, India, Brazil and Srilanka as the major
contributors .to coconut production. As per the recent Government of India statistics
2008-09, India has emerged as the largest producer of coconut in the world with a
production of 15,840 million nuts. India accounts for 26.9 per cent of the world’s
production. In India, the four south Indian states namely Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh account for around 90 per cent of the coconut production in the
country.

The trader’s survey of coconut and copra highlighted the following points:

o The price of coconut is shaped by variations in production, global demand
~ and supply situation and price of other vegetable oils

e "The period from September to December marks a period of low arrivals of
coconut and copra in the domestic market, which creates upward pressure
on the prices in the Kerala markets.

e Maximum arrivals of coconut and copra in the markets in Kerala are
during the period from January to June. This creates downward pressure
on coconut and copra prices during this period.

e The country witnessed a record 9.05 lakh tons of vegetable oil imports in
September 2009 against 6.67 lakh tons during the same period in the last
year, registering a 35.68 % growth in imports. The trade circles indicated
that palm group of oils comprised more than 75 per cent of the total
imports, which have a direct bearing on the coconut economy in the
country.

o Nil custom duty on the import of crude edible oil is likely result in a surge
of imports in these items whenever domestic prices rule higher

¢ Consumption pattern reveals that only 45% consumers in Kerala depend
upon coconut oil as a cooking medium. The Hotels and bakeries segment
depend primarily on palm oil due to its lower price.

e The trade circles observe that whenever the coconut oil price falls below
Rs. 45/Kg, a shift in use from palm oil to coconut oil is observed among
the middle income group of consumers. Thus, palm oil has emerged as a
major competitor for coconut oil in Kerala.

* As compared to green husked coconut, the price of partially dehusked
coconut is fairly stable.



e The speculations are low on copra price as is evidenced by the low margin
being maintained from the current market price till March.

It was under these circumstances that the Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre
of Kerala Agricultural University under the ICAR assisted NAIP project analyzed the
price of partially dehusked coconut at Thrissur market for a period of 10 years from
January 2000 to December 2009 were considered in the analysis. According to the study,
the prices will hover around the levels indicated below for the next four months with
minor fluctuations as indicated:

Price Forecasts

‘Commodity Form Month
(Rs/Kg)
February 2010 12.50 - 13.00
Coconut (Partially de-
husked)

March 2010 10.50-12.50

April 2010 9.50-12.00

Since duty free import of palm oil in large quantities is possible, any drastic
increase in the domestic prices of coconut oil is not expected. Hence the farmers are
advised to not to resort storage and therefore advised to plan their sale of coconut and
copra in the coming months before large scale arrivals are expected to reach the market
by February end.

Plot (Partially de-husked nuts' Prices)

Prices (Rs/Qtl)

Months

—s— Price of Nuts (Rs/Q#) |




Released on 28-04-2010

COCONUT PRICES TO SOFTEN WITH MORE CROP ARRIVALS

The Agriéultural Market Intelligence Cenire (AMIC) of Kerala Agricultural
University under the ICAR assisted NAIP project had released its first price forecast for
partially dehusked coconut for the months of February, March and April’10, basing their
analysis on price of partially dehusked coconut at Trichur market for a period of 10 years
from January 2000 to December 2009. The study had indicated that the coconut prices in
the State may firm up on account of low initial arrivals, and predicted a price level as
indicated below:

Commodity Form Month Price Forecasts
(Rs/Kg)
February 2010 12.50 - 13.00
Coconut (Partially de-
husked) March 2010 10.50 - 12.50
April 2010 9.50-12.00

A validation of the prediction based on actual prices that prevailed at Trichur
market during the period showed that the prices- hovered around Rs.12/Kg during the
period under reference. Major reasons that averted the softening of prices were the large
scale procurement of copra and coconut by NAFED from all the four major South Indian
producer States, and the hike in crude palm oil export tax imposed by Indonesta from 3
per cent to 4 per cent from April’10 onwards and Malaysia introducing a plantation tax of
15 per cent whenever crude palm oil prices crosses USD 756.40/MT. It directly
influenced the import of palm oil, a close substitute for coconut oil.

According to a communiqué from AMIC, it is time to reassess the coconut situation.
- The study based on their own analysis of price data, survey and trade inputs indicates the
following emerging scenario.

The following: factors are expected to play a dominant role in the coconut market on a
long run basis:

e According to the Global Price Outlook Conference on Palm and Lauric Oils,
which were held at Kaula Lumpur in Malayasia on 8-10 March 2010, economic
recovery in the buying countries of US and European markets may stimulate
higher demand for palm oil, palm kernel oil and coconut oil for the current year.



e With World bio diesel demand getting stronger, higher demand for coconut based
bio djesel (Coconut Methyl Ester) can be expected. This is likely to turn the heat
on coconut demand and availability in the major producing countries like
Philippines, and thereby its global price.

e With the ongoing El Nino induced drought in Philippines and some parts of
Indonesia is likely to affect the production of coconut in the next 12 to 15 months;
the global supply situation is most likely to tighten.

However in the short run, the total demand and supply situations are more
likely to prevail. The major elements to be considered in the short run are:

e Past atea expansion programme to non traditional areas like West Bengal,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra have started yielding results in India, and increased
availability of coconuts are reported from these areas.

o The labour shortage in Kerala has altered the harvest pattern of coconut in Kerala.
A system of harvest based on availability of labour in the State has led to a
staggered availability of nuts through out the year. This coupled with increased
availability from neighboring States has altered the seasonality with respect to the
availability of nuts.

¢ According to market reports, NAFED has built a huge copra stock (believed to be
over 1,25,000 tone) as part of support price mechanism. According to trade
circles, this copra can not be held for longer by the agency due to considerations
of quality deterioration and liquidity. Market sentiments are that any massive off
loading of copra by NAFED can bring the price of coconut and copra under
considerable pressure.

It was under these circumstances that the Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre
of Kerala Agricultural University predicts the following price levels for partially
dehusked coconut in Kerala for the next 3 months:

Price Forecasts

Commodity Form Month
(Rs/Kg)
May 2010 11.50-12.00
Coconut (Partially de-
husked) June2010 | 10.50-11.50

July 2010 10.00 - 11.50




As storage is not likely to result in higher prices in the short run, farmers are
advised to sell the commodity after harvest with out resorting to storage.

For more details contact, amickau@gmail.com or 8129628797
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VALIDATION OF AMIC KAU
PRICE FORECASTS



Dear All,
Greetings!

You may be remembering that the Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre (AMIC) in KAU
started functioning on 12-10-09 under the NAIP. A price forecast for ungarbled pepper was
released in the inaugural function of the Centre. The price forecast for the month of October was
Rs.138 — Rs.145/-. The validation of the prices using the actual market price that prevailed at the
Kochi market during the month of October 2009 is reproduced below for your kind information:

DATE DAY Price (Rs/Kg) 21/10/2009 | WED 132
1/10/2009 | THURS 138 22/10/2009 | THURS 135
2/10/2009 FRI 138 23/10/2009 FRI 135
3/10/2008 | ~ SAT 143 24/10/2009 SAT 135
4/10/2009 SUN NT 25/10/2009 SUN NT
5/10/2009 MON 139 26/10/2009 MON 139
6/10/2009 TUES 140 2710/2009 | TUES 138
7/10/2009 WED 140 28/10/2009 | WED 141
8/10/2009 | THURS 140 29/10/2009 | THURS 142
9/10/2009 FRI 138 30/10/2009 FRI 141
10/10/2009 SAT 138 31/10/2009 SAT 141
11/10/2009 | SUN NT AVERAGE PRICE 138
12/10/2009 MON 138 Predicted Price 138-145
13/10/2009 | TUES 136 No
14/10/2009 WED 136 *NT Transactions
15/10/2009 | THURS 133
16/10/2009 FRI 133
17/10/2009 SAT 133 e ek _ p—

€
18/10/2009 SUN NT ammk};u u;aﬂozz);our views on uie matier al
19/10/2009 MON 148
20/10/2009 | TUES 132 With warm personal regards,

Dr.Satheesh Babu,K., Professor & CCPI

Dr.K. Jesy Thomas, Professor & Head and Co P1
Mrs. K. Jayasree, SRF

Sri. Unnikrishnan Thekkepatt, SRF

Ms. Swapna Surendran, SRF

Ms. Anjaly,K.N,, SRF

AMIC, Department of Agrl. Economics,
College of Horticulture,
Vellanikkara.
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VALIDATION OF PEPPER PRICE FORECAST IN THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2009

The price forecast made for the month of November was Rs.132 — Rs.140/- per kg. The validation of
the prices using the actual market price that prevailed at the Kochi market during the month of

November 2009 is reproduced below:

Date Day Price/Kg |
01-11-2009 Sunday NT
02-11-2009 Monday NR
03--1 1-2009 Tuesday 144
04-11-2009 Wednesday 144
05-11-2009 Thursday 142
06-11-2009 Friday 142
07-11-2009 Saturday 141
08-11-2009 Sunday NT
09-11-2009 Monday 140
10-11-2009 Tuesday 142
11-11-2009 Wednesday NT
12-11-2009 Thursday 142
13-11-2009 Friday 141
14-11-2009 |  Saturday 141
15-11-2009 Sunday NT
16-11-2009 Monday 141
17-11-2009 Tuesday 140
18-11-2009 Wednesday 141
19-11-2009 Thursday 142
20-11-2009 Friday 139
21-11-2009 Saturday 141
22-11-2009 Sunday NT
23-11-2009 Monday 145
24-11-2009 Tuesday 144
25-11-2009 Wednesday 146




26-11-2009 Thursday 146
27-11-2009 Friday 141
28-11-2009 Saturday NR
29-11-2009 Sunday NT
30-11-2009 Monday NR
Average Price 144
Predicted price 132-140
NT No Transaction
NR Not Recorded

Generally the harvesting period of black pepper started from November to January in the
plains and January to June in the hills. The unprecedent North East Monsoon during November 2009
seriously affected the harvest and drying operations. As a result, there was no fresh market arrivals
during November. This coupled with the precariously low carry over stock of the last year resulted in
unusually high prices during November 2009, which is generally characterised by a period of falling

prices due to fresh arrivals.



Validation of pepper price forecast for the month of December 2009

The price forecast made by the Agricultural Market Intelligence Center of the
Kerala Agricultural University for the month of December 2009 was Rs.131 -Rs138 per
kg. The validation of the prices using the actual market price that prevailed at the Kochi

market during the month of December 2009 is reproduced below:

Date Price (Rs/kg) |
1/12/2009 148
2/12/2009 148
3/12/2009 146
4/12/2009 144
5/12/2009 145
6/12/2009 NT
7/12/2009 141
8/12/2009 139
9/12/2009 137
10/12/2009 137
11/42/2009 138
12/12/2009 138

13/12/09 NT
14/12/09 136
15/12/09 134
16/12/09 136
17/12/09 136
18/12/09 136
19/12/09 136
20/12/09 NT




21/12/09 135
22/12/09 132
23/12/09 132
24/12/09 132
25/12/09 NT
26/12/09 133
27/12/09 NT
28/12/09 136
29/12/09 135
30/12/09 . 135
31/12/09 135
Average price 138
Predicted price 131138
NT No Transaction




VALIDATION OF PEPPER PRICE FORECAST IN THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2010

The price forecast made by the Agriculturail Market Intelligence Centre of Kerala
Agricultural University for the month of January 2010 was Rs.129 — Rs.138/- per kg. The
validation of the prices using the actual market price that prevailed at.the Kochi market
during the month of January 2010 is reproduced below: '

DATE DAY PRICE/IKG
01/01/2010 Friday 135
02101:1201 0| Saturday 1356
03/01/2010 Sundéy NT

.041011201 0 Monday 135
05/01/2010 | Tuesday 135
06/01/2010 | Wednesday 133
07/01/2010 | Thursday 132
08/01/2010 Friday 132
09/01/2010 | Saturday 132
10/01/2010 [  Sunday NT
11/01/2010 | Monday 132
-12/01/2010 | Tuesday 130
13/01/2010 | Wednesday 130
14/01/2010 Thu_rsday 130
15/01/2010 Friday 130
16/01/2010 | Saturday 130
17/01/2010 |  Sunday NT
18/01/2010 | _Monday 129
19/01/2010 | Tuesday 129




20/01/2010 Wedr;esday 130
21/01/2010 | Thursday 130
22/0.1 12010 Friday 129
23/01/2010 | Saturday 130
24/01/2010 Sunday NT
25/01/2010 Monday 130
26/01/2010 | Tuesday NR
27/01/2010 | Wednesday 132
28/01/2010 | Thursday 132
29/01/2010 Friday 131
30/01/2010 | Saturday . 131
31/01/2010 Sunday NT
Avérage Price 131
_Predicted Price 129-138
NT- No Transaction
NR- Nof Recorded

Dr.K.Satheesh Babu, Professor & CCPI
Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre, KAU.

For more details, visit www.kau.edu or www.kauhort.in or Mail to: amickau@gmail.éom
or call at: 8129628797,
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VALIDATION OF PEPPER PRICE FORECAST IN THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2010

The price forecast made by the Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre of Kerala
Agricultural University for pepper for the month of February 2010 was Rs.128 — Rs.136/-
per kg. The validation of the prices using the actual market price that prevailed at the
Kochi market during the month of February 2010 is reproduced below:

DATE DAY (';':}gs)
01/02/2010 | Monday 131
02/02/2010 | Tuesday 132
03/02/2010 | Wednesday 131
04/02/2010 | Thursday 131
05/02/2010 | Friday 129
06/02/2010 | Saturday 127
07/02/2010 | Sunday NT
08/02/2010 | Monday 126
09/02/2010 | Tuesday 127
10/02/2010 | Wednesday 126
11/02/2010 | Thursday 126
12/02/2010 | Friday NT
13/02/2010 | Saturday 127
14/02/2010 | Sunday NT
15/02/2010 | Monday 128
16/02/2010 | Tuesday 124
17/02/2010 | Wednesday 129
18/02/2010 | Thursday 128
19/02/2010 | Friday 128
20/02/2010 | Saturday 128
21/02/2010 | Sunday NT
22/02/2010 | Monday 128
23/02/2010 | Tuesday 125
24/02/2010 | Wednesday 125




25/02/2010 | Thursday 125
26/02/2010 | Friday 126
2710212010 | Saturday 126
28/02/2010 | Sunday NT
Average Price 128
Predicted Price 128-136
NT- No Trénasction

Dr.K.Satheesh Babu, Professor & CCPI
Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre, KAU.

For more details, visit www.kau.edu or www.kauhort.in or Mail to: amickau@gmail.com
or call at: §129628797.



http://www.kau.edu
http://www.kauhort.in
mailto:amickau@gmail.com

VALIDATION OF PEPPER PRICE FORECAST IN THE MONTH OF MARCH 2010

The price forecast made by the Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre of Kerala
Agricultural University for the month of March 2010 was Rs.130 — Rs.140/- per kg. The
validation of the prices using the actual market price that prevailed at the Kochi market
" during the month of March 2010 is reproduced below:

DATE DAY PRICE/KG
01/03/2010 | Monday NR
02/03/2010 | Tuesday 120
03/03/2010 | Wednesday || 122
04/03/2010 | Thursday 121
05/03/2010 | Friday 121
06!03:!201 0 | Saturday 121
07/03/2010 | Sunday NT

r08103l'2010 Monday 122
09/03/2010 | Tuesday 122
10/03/2010 | Wednesday 122
11/03/2010 | Thursday 121
12/03/2010 | Friday 121
1.31'03!201 0 | Saturday 121
14/03/2010 | Sunday NT
15/03/2010 | Monday 121
.16/03/2010 | Tuesday 123
17/03/2010 | Wednesday 128
18/03/2010 | Thursday - 127
19/03/2010 | Friday 128




20/03/2010 | Saturday 131
21/03/2010 | Sunday NT
22/03/2010 | Monday 131
23/03/2010 | Tuesday 133
24/03/2010 | Wednesday 133
25)03:‘2010 Thursday 137
26/03/2010 | Friday 137
27/03/2010 | Saturday 137
28/03/2010 | Sunday NT
29/03/2010 | Monday 135
30/03/2010 | Tuesday 137
31/03/2010 | Wednesday 138

Average Price 127

Predicted Price 130-140
NT- No Transaction
NR- Not Recorded _

Dr.K.Satheesh Babu, Professor & CCPI
Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre, KAU.

For more details, visit www.kau.edu or www.kauhort.in or Mail to: amickau@gmail.com
or call at: 8129628797.
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VALIDATION OF PEPPER PRICE FORECAST IN THE MONTH OF APRIL 2010

The price forecast made by the Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre of Kerala
Agricultural University for the month of April 2010 was Rs.135 — Rs.148/- per kg. The
validation of- the prices using the actual market price that prevailed at the Kochi market
during the month of April 2010 is reproduced below:

DATE DAY PRICE/KG
01/04/2010 | Thursday 142
02/04/2010 Friday 143
03/04/2010 | Saturday 143
04/04/2010 Sunday NT
05/04/2010 Monday 144
06/04/2010 | Tuesday 142
07/04/2010 | Wednesday 139
08/04/2010 | Thursday 140
09/04/2010 Friday 142
10/04/2010 | Saturday 141
11/04/2010 | Sunday NT
12/04/2010 | Monday 142
13/04/2010 | Tuesday 141
14/04/2010 | Wednesday NT
15/04/2010 | Thursday NT
16/04/2010 Friday 140
17/04/2010 | Saturday 139
18/04/2010 Sunday NT
19/04/2010 Monday 139




20/04/2010 | Tuesday 141
21/04/2010 | Wednesday 141
22/04/2010 | Thursday 141
23/04/2010 Friday 143
24/04/2010 | Saturday 145
25/04/2010 | Sunday NT
26/04/2010 | Monday 149
27/04/2010 | Tuesday NR
28/04/2010 | Wednesday 146
29/04/2010 | Thursday 148
30/04/2010 Friday 153

Average Price 143

Predicted Price 135-148

NT- No Transaction

NR- Not Recorded

Dr.K.Satheesh Babu, Professor & CCPIL
Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre, KAU.

For more details, visit www.kau.edu or www.kauhort.in or Mail to: amickau@gmail.com

or call at: 8129628797.
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Validation of Cardamom price forecast for the month of January 2010

The price forecast made by the Agricultural Market Intelligence Center of the
Kerala Agricultural University for Cardamom (bulk) for the month of January 2010 was
Rs.850 —Rs950 per kg. The validation of the prices using the actual market price that
prevailed at the Vandanmedu market during the month of January 2010 is reproduced

below:

Date Day Rs/Kg
01-01-2010 Friday 977
02-01-2010 Saturday NA
03-01-2010 Sunday 1001
04-01-2010 Monday 892
05-01-2010 Tuesday 1041
06-01-2010 Wednesday 1052
07-01-2010 Thursday 1101
08-01-2010 Friday 1108
09-01-2010 Saturday 1000
10-01-2010 Sunday 1016
11-01-2010 Monday 1018
12-01-2010 Tuesday 1061

+13-01-2010 Wednesday 1043
14-01-2010 Thursday NA
15-01-2010 Friday NA
16-01-2010 Saturday 1035
17-01-2010 Sunday NA
18-01-2010 Monday 1006
19-01-2010 Tuesday 1032
20-01-2010 Wednesday 997
21-01-2010 Thursday 945
22-01-2010 Friday 976
23-01-2010 Saturday 984

 24-01-2010 Sunday 1014
26-01-2010 Monday 1017
26-01-2010 Tuesday NA
27-01-2010 Wednesday 1025
28-01-2010 Thursday 1018
29-01-2010 Friday 1012
30-01-2010 Saturday 957
31-01-2010 Sunday 968
Average Price 1018
Predicted price 860-950
NA- No Auction




Initial estimates indicated a reduction in cardamom production by 20 -25 per cent for the
current year. Lack of rains during January led to wide spread speculation that the reduction in
production may go upto 30-35 per cent. This coupled with low carry over stocks from the
previous season led to sharp rise in prices than the predicted range. The market corrections may
soon occur and it is expected that the prices may roll back to the predicted range for February and
March’10.

Dr.K.Satheesh Babu, Professor & CCPI
Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre, KAU.

For more details, visit www.kau.edu or www.kauhort.in or Mail to: amickau@gmail.com
or call at: 8129628797.
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VALIDATION OF CARDAMOM PRICE FORECAST IN THE MONTH OF
FEBRUARY 2010

The price forecast made for the month of February was Rs. 870-975/- per kg. The
validation of the prices using the actual market price that prevailed at the Vandanmettu

market during the month of February 2010 is reproduced below:

Date Day Price
(Rs/Kg)
01/02/2010 Monday 928
02/02/2010 Tuesday 1014
03/02/2010 Wednesday 985
04/02/2010 Thursday 994
05/02/2010 Friday 998
06/02/2010 Saturday 966
07/02/2010 Sunday 956
08/02/2010 Monday 905
09/02/2010 Tuesday 932
10/02/2010 Wednesday 937
11/02/2010 Thursday 961
12/02/2010 Friday - 998
13/02/2010 Saturday 971
14/02/2010 Sunday 936
15/02/2010 Monday 931
16/02/2010 Tuesday 960
17/02/2010 Wednesday 945
18/02/2010 Thursday 931
19/02/2010 Friday 943
20/02/2010 Saturday 922
21/02/2010 Sunday 962
22/02/2010 Monday 936




23/02/2010 Tuesday 983
24/02/2010 Wednesday 975
25/02/2010 Thursday 978
26/02/2010 Friday 996
27/02/2010 Saturday 965
28/02/2010 Sunday 970

Average price 960

Predicted price 870-975

Dr.K.Satheesh Babu, Professor & CCPI
Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre, KAU.

For more details, visit www.kau.edu or www.kauhort.in or Mail to: amickau@gmail.com
or call at: 8129628797
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Validation of Cardamom price forecast for the month of March 2010

The price forecast made by the Agricultural Market Intelligence Center of the
Kerala Agricultural University for Cardamom (bulk) for the month of March 2010 was
Rs.850 —RsS00 per kg. The validation of the prices using the actual market price that
prevailed at the Vandanmedu market during the month of March 2010 is reproduced

below:

Date Day Rs/Kg
1/3/12010 Monday 951
21312010 Tuesday 984
3/312010 Wednesday 977
4/3/2010 Thursday 965
51312010 Friday 948
6/3/2010 Saturday 939
7/3{2010 Sunday 938
8/3/2010 Monday 917
9/3/2010 Tuesday 963
10/3/2010 Wednesday 966
11/3/2010 Thursday 970

. 121372010 Friday 1004
13/3/2010 Saturday 972
141312010 Sunday 982
15/3/2010 Monday 978
16/3/2010 Tuesday 1034
17/3/2010 Wednesday 1010
18/3/2010 Thursday 1020
19/3/2010 Friday 1039
20/3/2010 Saturday 1044
211312010 Sunday 1042
22/3/2010 Monday 952
23/3/12010 Tuesday 1073
24/3/2010 Wednesday 1047
25/3/2010 Thursday 1078
26/3/2010 Friday 1086
271312010 Saturday 1033
28/3/2010 Sunday 1051
29/3/2010 Monday 1041
30/3/2010 Tuesday 1048
31/3/2010 Wednesday 1033

Average Price 1003
Predicted Price 850-900

Limited supply of cardamom and robust demand again push up prices of

cardamom from the predicted level
Dr.K.Satheesh Babu, Professor & CCPI
Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre, KAU.

For more details, visit www.kau.edu or www.kauhort.in or Mail to: amickan@gmail.com
or call at: 8129628797.
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Validation of Cardamom price forecast for the month of April 2010

The price forecast made by the Agricultural Market Intelligence Center of the
Kerala Agricultural University for Cardamom (bulk) for the month of April 2010 was
Rs.1020 —Rs1075 per kg. The validation of the prices using the actual market price that
prevailed at the Vandanmedu market during the month of April 2010 is reproduced
below:-

Date Day Rs/Kg
1/4/2010 Thursday NA
2/4/2010 Friday NA
3/4/2010 Saturday NA
4/4/2010 Sunday NA
5/4/2010 Monday 984
6/4/2010 Tuesday 1076
7/4/2010 Wednesday 1088
8/4/2010 Thursday 1094
9/4/2010 Friday 1090
10/4/2010 Saturday NA
11/4/2010 Sunday 1128
121412010 Monday 1006
13/4/2010 Tuesday 1146
14/4/2010 Wednesday NA
15/4/2010 Thursday 1141
16/4/2010 Friday 1167
17/4/2010 Saturday NA
18/4/2010 Sunday 1141
19/4/2010 Monday 1040
20/4/2010 Tuesday 1103
21/4/2010 Wednesday - 1082
22/4/2010 Thursday 1069
23/4/2010 Friday 1077
24/4/2010 Saturday NA
251442010 Sunday 1087
26/4/2010 Monday 1059
271412010 Tuesday NA
28/4/2010 Wednesday 1122
29/4/20140 Thursday 1147
30/4/2010 Friday 1178

Average Price 1097
Predicted Price | 1020-1075
NA- No Auction




VALIDATION OF COCONUT PRICE FORECAST IN THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY
2010

The price forecast made by the Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre of Kerala
Agricultural University for coconut for the month of February 2010 was Rs.12.50 -
Rs.13.00/- per kg. The validation of the prices using the actual market price that prevailed
at the Trichur market during the month of February 2010 is reproduced below:

Validation of Coconut Prices for the month of February'10
DATE DAY (';':}ﬁ:)
01/02/2010 Monday 12
02/02/2010 Tuesday 12
03/02/2010 Wednesday 12
04/02/2010 Thursday 12
05/02/2010 Friday 12
06/02/2010 Saturday 12
07/02/2010 Sunday NT
08/02/2010 Monday 12
09/02/2010 Tuesday 12
10/02/2010 Wednesday 12
11/02/2010 Thursday 12
12/02/2010 Friday 12
13/02/2010 Saturday 12
14/02/2010 Sunday NT
15/02/2010 Monday 12
16/02/2010 Tuesday 12
17/02/2010 Wednesday 12




18/02/2010 Thursday 12
19/02/2010 Friday 12
20/02/2010 Saturday 12
21/02/2010 Sunday NT
22/02/2010 Monday 12
23/02/2010 Tugsday 12
24/02/2010 Wednesday 12
25/02/2010 Thursday 12
26102/2010 Friday 12
27102/2010 Saturday 12
28/02/2010 Sunday NT

Average Price 12

Predicted Price 12.50-13.00
NT- No Transaction

Dr.K.Satheesh Babu, Professor & CCPI
Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre, KAU.

For more details, visit www.kau.edu or www.kauhort.in or Mail to: amickau@gmail.com
or call at: 8129628797
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VALIDATION OF COCONUT PRICE FORECAST IN THE MONTH OF MARCH 2010

The price forecast made by the Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre of Kerala
Agricultural University for coconut for the month of March 2010 was Rs.10.50 —
Rs.12.50/- per kg. The validation of the prices using the actual market price that prevailed
at the Trichur market during the month of March 2010 is reproduced below:

Validation of Coconut Prices for the month of March'1¢
DATE DAY PRICE (Rs/Kg)
01/03/2010 Monday 12
02/03/2010 Tuesday NR
03/03/2010 Wednesday 12
04/03/2010 Thursday 12
05/03/2010 Friday NR
086/03/2010 Saturday NR
07/03/2010 Sunday NT
08/03/2010 Monday 12
09/03/2010 Tuesday 12
10/03/2010 Wednesday 12
11/03/2010 Thursday 12
12/03/2010 Friday 12
13/03/2010 Saturday NR
14/03/2010 Sunday NT
16/03/2010 Monday 12
16/03/2010 Tuesday 12
17/03/2010 Wednesday 12
18/03/2010 Thursday 12




19/03/2010 Friday 12
20/03/2010 Saturday 12
21/03/2010 Sunday NT
22/03/2010 Monday 12
2.3l03I201 0 Tuesday 12
24/03/2010 Wednesday 12
26/03/2010 Thursday 12
26/03/2010 Friday NR
27/03/2010 Saturday 12
28/03/2010 Sunday NT
29/03/2010 Monday 12
30/03/2010 Tuesday 12
31/03/2010 Wednesday 12.5
Average Price 12.02
Predicted Price 10.50 — 12.50
NT - No Transaction
NR- Not Recorded

Dr.K.Satheesh Babu, Professor & CCPI
Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre, KAU.

For more details, visit www.kau.edu or www.kauhort.in or Mail to: amickau(@gmail.com
or call at: 8129628797
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VALIDATION OF COCONUT PRICE FORECAST IN THE MONTH OF April 2010

The price forecast made by the Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre of Kerala
Agricultural University for coconut for the month of April 2010 was Rs.9.50 — Rs.12.00/-
per kg. The validation of the prices using the actual market price that prevailed at the
Trichur market during the month of April 2010 is reproduced below:

Validation of Coconut Prices for the month of Aprii'10
DATE DAY PRICE (Rs/Kg)
14412010 Thursday NT
2/4/2010 Friday 12
'3/4/2010 Saturday 12
41412010 Sunday NT
5/4/2010 Monday 12
6/4/2010 Tuesday 12
7/4/2010 Wednesday 12
8/4/2010 Thursday NR
9/4/2010 Friday NR
10/4/2010 Saturday 12
11/4/2010 Sunday NT
12/4/2010 Monday 12
13/4/2010 Tuesday 12
14/4/2010 Wednesday 12
15/4/2010 Thursday NR
16/4/2010 Friday 12
17142010 Saturday 12
18/4/2010 Sunday NT




19/4/2010 Monday 13
20/4/2010 | Tuesday NR
21/4/2010 Wednesday 12
22/4/2010 Thursday 12
23/4/2010 Friday 12
.241412010 Saturday NT
25/4/2010 Sunday NT
26/4/2010 Monday 12
27/4/2010 Tuesday NR
28/4/2010 Wednesday 12
291472010 Thursday 12
30/4/2010 Friday 12
Average Price 12.05
Predicted Price 9.50-12.00
NT- No Transaction
NR-Not Recorded

Dr.K.Satheesh Babu, Professor & CCPI
Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre, KAU.

For more details, visit www.kau.edu or www.kauhort.in or Mail to: amickau@gmail.com

or call at: 8129628797,
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CRASH IN
COCONUT
PRICES
PREDICTED

Athul Lai AGi ENS
T'Puram, January 30

COCONUT prices will crask
after February, accordingto a
forecast by toe Agricultural
Marxet Intelligence Centre
(AMIC)of the Kerr'a Agricul-
tural University. The Centre
has advised coconut fat mers
in the state to sell coconuts-
and copra in February itself
instead of resorting to stor-
age.

According to the study Cir
the next three month tne
price of partially de-huskod
trconui will hove. around the
following levels: February -
Rs 12.5 to Ks 13; March - Rs
105to Rs 12.5 and April mRs
95to Rs 12

AMIC, the recent initiative
under the National Agricul-
tural Innovatioi Project
(NAIF) funded bv the Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search ("CARL has made the
piediction after analysing the
variations in thp prices of
partially de-husked coconut
at the Thrissur market for a
period of 10years from Janu-
ary 2000 to December 2009.

Last year, the prices from
January to May ranged ta-
tween Rs 13.50 and Rs 12. In
July, the pri.ct even went
dovn to Rs 105. Th.» year t
is increasingly likely that the
price™ will dip to ->rour J Rs
10 after February "Tie lack of
consistent production of co
conut throughout the year
and the massive import of
palm oil are the reasons for
the pnce-crash of coconut
and copra.

If tne State Government
fails tc carry out the procure-
ment of copra and coconut
effectively in this period, the
state of the coconut fai mers
wi)lbecome more miserable,
sources said.
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<0)j0ja;i8d9>2 Qiiaioteei <ejsa»bonod

n«@>. eicu>(iuo'l>nrvjajVn crujcoL(na3. si

m )3®JaiS ‘&3 09>i(fl/la))jfls gansaio ajuajlo'rjg oarrilo
AglraS aﬂrr[IZan) @qF?)E)njqfn] 1vj;20<3i<T)<s»0ej0
ajrow&M©O (e>jorMffljg<a2 c®>" ia>W>, cajoda”cnlri), ax;”,
I,cin6inj ai“oojo«naft.ci3 (“feOgm1©6><3ini<aRJ)la»te;nrni. gprmso
AjojffljgiejjfljJnJoramrO Tnlnia
nroonuroMBecem <<0<ap
eSjemgjasnl gaSoJODfflocco allej a>i®ubl
"CIS<SfiBBfflg (m”crocnJL"pem rnlejmlra3<96)2nrTy3’ gruesome.
53<3>rIDBOKIMIfi)fir ravgOU, fITAICC)DOCT)QICTIBIjSa <B3»s<U0in
AST), eljjde® gnijceowvj, dBoojooric. coogOTjo unjsfirol
(M%nj8l<& mT@2d9j3j)06m. rarcojilmoraS ~ a ’EjgAjojlenji'kd
rarat,nc*5>Toiali(Ixzc>a» ajosmuogssragio njl'agiej nllenafleijgg
5DU (Trarrik/allenenjo r~*tmjo ArioUA&i&S oo” {ajc/smo
roorTTxmosn’). gom ajuiuoGro)&i(tjTmlejoérri Ao<3niil.9> (mini
Aeauooejcmjns <BTa(tol<e6)u3ajo<B3 gDn”eJlesoSmj
orrufrd cDjjffljcsjgAilffla® ailaoJ2,rcilciiornS3TJ6)83»;0 (.njaiaj
m63136)gC0>2° <8>20lo) 6JQ) CSKTU (<34 03 (TOnj (.0)01320
msramlcoxrf). 1995 acnjruol iejooS 2009 6>m)ojgo«nj(i ruoo
cojg" CaoNI alftarieat>g oxxistvloi eigjgjocimayjqj
EijgAlofr tlarilaomo ciflei€2Cs mmtojo csaoji<e>
©omirogjo TO)<u<33T5iro mijgoajrijjo TOASTo<A<s> aog
6Bi32jzi06rn Krucnjoo rjomaflcu>® 20<as)ta>cj). gtnj& o0oo
unxJsmToto.ajsjmw nPjs<ft>63Bgj£>s ﬁjW]iQoiWKrrtolGej
dLjSIlDeejafl>aJIi\J6rrfI®jeotifﬂ ngj*OBOQijino erumjjonjgl
ffllieojrrnj njjjm? omqjflejo”jcrnflnlcrann §2can <e,3ej"j§
roralfflS <nyo<TKX3«&" nflrusrriVnJtoej oxxSsnik/S oajcdwn @H
ajga.'toc” allejo© oaraS™jostsiui moejj “ejsASBngjao®©!
Doesdj njomayjo negjicfl gojrasnTokoro oJomacejamoS
anoaf aalJisMTDj.
1. entail (Trend)
50rD roooroainnninsS ailtm”o ©.sooejsinjro
Bj©'lejierE0© aJO6nuo8ajio ra]O&J2a> ajlam”rol©om
6713230 t"\<9(1J)c600020. gBad6)Dej(arrfl raT atragnjlrusrrilixiflejj
6TB0© n*JJiO"OajlejJAoS
(3ra)Sicw)onjlalémtolejjo tnjsfficxoxskxnil <so«moo
1. (.njfiril'a3fxii™nj)I(Q)3iT)ésnc (Seasonlity)
ngi6)enaffi2 g®>ftjenxBiml6»og®jo gannJOBrmxtJOilmjo gnjocoo
crxorolmio 6370 i.nj(0>1aj(3nM oomoooal ajlejtaile~ ffrso”oT)
mogsrouS (ftijsoocn <&>0ejl*>moQ3) fflogarrag”c caoernoaj”rro
anosni. 4>}aja\2£A>100g cmblarn©2° fura™"mSitJiBgj.

a”oitnlo calej”SS

sjatcnonson-jmje® nj§l<e,(nflro3 crilanjo rajonej

OAasoftua aioo tBrajis*omo ailojerrilajncoS gemflrujenso
njjmm>20 rmojoénio3 ojanfl™ co”aj ra)Q bocb™o rancnjenj
0<jjS2em®>adffld® @Ji<80Tffleon fi2<g)rdsn B T) gtnn8mn aflej
63&0s36ni(3 fflomxnmilejjo <zroqmallej 6)oQtsiii2
fumlOTlejjo <TOOIRFMJ =i®3mi S J16)a™ ojlgffiojsjaj ms
ao”cmtenjajGJo ajlrj6irfl nmalaiffiOA.ArmOTilmoejMitlaldsnso

M xd PP

6w@>. rruOT*UiJ snjosnjj, 0,9,. nam il cmotnaru

ailej <fc20snraro2cmffl>. o~amonsi dnssjnmn tsoojflsnn gjcnimS
ailej ooflssnaS Bic/oiooi&jaTxroocDJl c9>"®jffl2EjA] ailrjsrom
ajistxml 6ma\uOfLj8aj(3 cn)2allijji<fiS)2ar=3- n\)LoroGril6>gj ajlej
aflslru Wn]am@im."oﬂ?‘rm CnJOTileocrufflxm.
t3na7)OfflONM(.S nllajsrr51©1(10 n®(.fn<3j QljalXCS EJ6T8 (136)0
(inejo©01®©jo (U)1(roo6nj(3 Bjanail oo”aj ojoo dflej
<ft,206Kjri)jo <6>0sm6)cL|52. B/loTla) nj*fin"mSro
ajlgo0JSInd) CTUrdDOo 0)0(36TlIc® OajdjOT OTOomjAOlaj
oil-jernl©1(73 n$)iTOjciiOr>222 nroffl©ai2° oj&i®offni
aoosneooj mjcmprroo LnJ<»>s(Boaj2crrxl)

Monllt i Ungarbled (Korlil) Garbled (I SA)
April 101.26 102.84
May 101.92 104.91
June 100.28 103.10
July 100.45 101.11
August 104.52 'i01.54'
September- 104.06 ‘ 'ioj:09
October 105.48 i0i.81i
November 97.93 100.20
December 97.72 95.87
January 96.64 95.21
February 94.30 96.44
March 96.14 96.76

(&9,mom2(/)("j)ad).AtnRnl (Cyclical Fluctuations)
(TO(mM3<jf3co7®© nilnJsrrilcoflroS (bj»)0 <ix3aUo ajsjoouooS 6102
XH4.085\W) (Cycle) aoemOf~.gNTmmicrixser TXBoaaSI «iool
cQKiflrdfimlooflejjo i<s,mom20)(omo® g(<fAiIOKI)L© 2srrao®H
m(Trancxicoooto nflnjsnitojO (STOjSjomo ailoJ&m1©2° oxnal
ejjeg o”cujbo® «nja\uoobrT)I®)j (nijajlo-paocirmsn.

asnl NJ1g<&@L(™ gjan crojoso<iHkftiZioBTT).

OI™ALrSInTA JogsaaoS (Irregular Movements)
(TOaicuarftilBQ2<Tn oejscftfflocni a/lABorajsrEOAjnr)
OT~mjoTLA, BoofimuS, (S"ogjoaimiDO 0Ji<o)toom63B(", <>1Is
smgjos mvni&axmo, ooocnemoi n“mrfloj BiBJBjsnsieSjjmi
gffiia)Ofim QY stoonBOTLS, ¢ DrInQCIEI3C s’
garneji™sj0-a(.<u<s>008)s0 20000i303 (TJe' fKD afinj
srJtall&ijo nn”oovog ojInjenflmSleijo ML<3g\Wis<ftOQrat®<in<D3
mdAIAONIC(m2

<ft>202B2®<9jT6)c* amnanScnoBI© ti/lrjErn7<ulei<nflei20
raw)g’\i3)® nflaJGrilalleiralej2o tnaril, <ft>oejl<fi>ali(!J)lcnio(n
6&i303 <ur*nj<3m>m crojgoftJo Bhi<eenjQI<0>aoq6Br303 lypenfl
ru©2®s o0o<«®)®o<ni nrojocolmo i_aj&S®06)6TT)fim loJmjflDjro)
njomo ay te<moo<as)2tirt=J
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ru”oajoanjitninr® nna*ronno aj®<e©j£9ig;©s BR(CAS&A<EL>
(DjGTDaaaziaintoi mlanjo 0<3ru®ou)lrfuolctn cnjemaaraKnil
oejflo (Bcojem <s>0e3nej§(!!KDlejo6n? gjaa”“nd <a>]QE>g
a>l©njj an$a(TOgaK38m)©o<j>Ina3ol(3> froocoj,®) an”ooosjcrD
®). Q<a>3ajt gjljnT>1<n>1CEj coodsnilo” Qajogo<ma>

gAIO©($ ailejcuijo cn*sawdoso aiVisrrikatoe) im&ewTA
©rj<xiaD <&;®)ajg<e>ICc$ fljraaoxScocralco ailejcmjaosrd jgm
DilcBAgnoisfiniijfl NRIETG(E: 1996 ejmijivol i)
D@3 2009 ©<Tv>njgosw<5 ajO®caiosm f& v (tnooanay njo<r>
(mnlonj} <flicei(ei§o. (mdiocnog e ©E3(6¢3 auor&/l d&smee:)
msQjmomjgg ranm’'njoto) a\)oaij> (NominalProteclion
Coefficient) 0»* ’W@qb]@rﬂaiﬂ(ﬁj rﬂqlemmo
g rulru©T>1co>ICej nfleJCBjaoaiiigg (0»)Onka%i3dlco> rrojuil”
iwsrr) gT> (uiail*, smrilaijo a.jnojcxoilojaDooji *,aqi
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oajocmogjl

®<njru®! 2010---------

(njacooo  K>TT)l6goancpijse tld/lou lejSAsmag
anlolijoknoaa awy>mlifi6>jo aiigdJHsx aaysto cnlejanoo

(TOkIpNIo} - allg@o><GRE sofftpecffiCTiHY) Can;

aj"coanaoajjaDj. ggM'aSa; gi&  amroxScoi/Dlcn)
si&syraie fft&atoog sanonjoo
a”*io allai oto m>0€tij
(Rs/Qtl) (Rs/Qtl) (NPQ
1098 10925 217833 0.09
1999 19717 244701 0.08
2000 19092 224434 0.09
2001 8658 116511 0.07
2002 8108 99717 0.08
2003 7292 88538 0.09
2004 6725 75331 0.09
2006 8188 73840 0.08
2006 8370 101426 .0.08
2007 12692 153300 0.08
2008 13108 165357 0.08
2009’ 11583 130468 0.09
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Pepper prices likely
to firm up In March

RajeshRavl

Kochi, Feb7: Thepeppermarketislike-
ly to overcome the selling pressure and
firm up towards the end of March based
on strongdomesticdemand and shorter
supply, says a study by the Agricultural
Market Intelligence Centre (AMIC) of
Kerala AgriculturaJUniversity
Thearrival pressure from the Indian
and Vietnam markets coupled with re-
luctance of buyers to commit has put
prcssureonthespotandfuturesmarket,
saidKSatheeshBabuof AMIC, “Pepper
producers are therefore advised not to
get panicky by qutck price shifts and
marketactiviiiesduringthe initial peri-
odofthenewseason.Thcyareadvisedto
store their produces and wait till April,
whenthe marketsituationsmay appear
more bright and promising," he added
India pepper futures ended weak on
Friday as selling pressure mounted
with good arrival from the interiors,
traders said. Spotpcpperfell by overRs
161 to end at Rs 13.533.65 per 100 kg in
Kochi. Exports of pepper from Indiain
DedHnber stood ai 1,750 tonne, down
32965inmparcdwiththeyear-agoperiod
"Recovery from recession by the Eu-
ropeancountries2nd theDS shouldbeip
stimuiate moreexports demand, butex-
porters and importers are moving cau-
tiously in View of rupee getting
stronger, and Indian pepper prices rul-
ing higher than those in other produc
jngeountn.es,"SatheeshBabusaid.
Actually, domestic demand is quiet
robustand thesupplvislimited, he said.
Suppliesglobally are downaswelklue to
erratic weather, but reported high by
people with vested interests, he added.

Market participants said buyers and
sellers are staying away from trade and
looking for the market to go down fur-
therbeforecommittingbigvolumes. Ac-
cording to the prelections of the
Jakarta-based International Pepper
Community (1PC), global pepperpro-
duction isexpected id rise by 3% itizoio
t0290,742tonnefrom281,974 tonne inthe
previousyear. However, carryovorstbck
is estimated to slip 32% in 2010to 79.124
tonne from 116,325 tonne in 2009,
sourcessaid.

Adding spice

Months Predicted price <Rs/Kg)
Jan 2010 129-138
Feb2010 128-136

Mar 2010 130-140
Apt20to »ryfc 1)5 148

May 2010 140-151

VATICM b Uk~

AMIC studied the price behavior of
Indian pepper based on the monthly
time series data at the Kochi market for
ungarbled Malabar Pepperfora perlod
of 15yearsfrom 1995January onwards.
According to the study, prices of Indian
pepperwillhoveraround Rs 128-140per
kgduring the early pepperseason start
ing from January to March, fttuch
synchronises with the maximum mar-
kefarrivals.

"This is a period when the escort
houses become more active, mamng
strategic moves to maintain their
stocks, consistent with their foreign in-
quiries and commitments. Therefore,
thisperiod islikely towitnessahigh de-
gree of speculative activities also,”
AMIC sourcessaid
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KochiThe pepper market is likely to overcome the selling pressure and firm up towards the end of March
based on strong domestic demand and shorter supply, says a study by the Agricultural Market Intelligence
Centre (AMIC) of Kerala Agricultural University

The arrival pressure from the Indian and Vietham markets coupled with reluctance of buyers to commit has
put pressure on the spot and futures market, said K Satheesh Babu of AMIC. ‘Pepper producers are
therefore advised not to get panicky by quick price shifts and market activities dunng the initial period of the
new season. They are advised to store their produces and wait till April, when the market situations may
appear more bright and promising," he added

India pepper futures ended weak on Friday as selling pressure mounted with good arrival from the interiors,
traders said Spot pepper fell by over Rs 161 to end at Rs 13,533 65 per 100 kg in Kochi Exports of pepper
from India in December stood at 1,750 tonne, down 32% compared with the year-ago period

Recovery from recession by the European countries and the US should help stimulate mom exports
demand, but exporters and importers are moving cautiously in view of rupee getting stronger, and Indian
pepper prices ruling higher than those in other producing countries,” Satheesh Babu said.

Actually, domestic demand is quiet robust and the supply is limited, he said Supplies globally are down as
well due to erratic weather, but reported high by people with vested interests, he added

Market participants said buyers and sellers are staying away from trade and looking for the market to go
down further before committing big volumes. According to the projections of the Jakarta-based International
Pepper Community (IPC), global pepper production is expected to nse by 3% in 2010 to 290,742 tonne from
281,974 tonne in the previous vear. However, carryover stock is estimated to slip 32% in 2010 to 79.124
tonne from 1,115,325 tonne in 2009, sources said

AMIC studied the price behavior of Indian pepper based on the monthly time series data at the Kochi market
for ungarhled Malabar Pepper for a penod of 15 years from 1995 January onwards According to the study,
prices of Indian pepper will hover around Rs 128-140 per kg during the early pepper season starting from
January to March, which synchronises with the maximum market arrivals

‘This is a period when the export houses become more active, making strategic moves to maintain their
stocks, consistent with their foreign inquines and commitments Therefore, this period is likely to witness a
high degree of speculative activities also,” AMIC sources said.
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Coconutoll pricesto soften on new arrivals

IbSuw u

Kochi, Feb 21: Coconut oil
prices are expected to come un-
derpressure as cooonvtarrivals
start increasing from March. In
Kerala, the peak season for co-
conut starts in February and ex-
tends up to June, while in Tamil
Nadu,suppliesstariflt«BiMarnh.

Trade circles estimate prices
to crash by 10%-28% from the
presentRs50perkgfaaonFriday
atthe terminal marlse*Df Kochi)
in the absence of majorincrease
in government procurement erf
copra and dehusked coconut.

Currentlythecopramarketls

tight, helping oil prices to re-
main steady Butthe marketwill
beunderpressure afterarrivals
Increase,” Talat Mehamod, an
oil trader at the Kochi market.
toldF£ If governmentagencies
increase procurement from the
open market, coconutoil will be
steady,headded.

Coconut and copra arrivals
dip from September to Decem-
ber,which leadstohigh pricesin
Kerala. Maximum arrivals of
coconut and copra in the mar-
kets In Kerala start from Janu-
ary and extend up toJune. This
creates downward pressure on
coconutandeoprapricesdurmg

thisperiod.

Coconut oil prices are also
correlated to prices and avail-
ability of palm oiland palm ker-
nel oil. A study by the Coconut
Development Board (CDB) has
found out that households shift
back to palm oil when coconut
oilsells atapremium of over Rs
IGperkg.Atpreseni.coeonutoll
islargely consumed in south In-
dian states, especially In Kerala
taedibleform.

Inoverstates, itisused most
lyashairoil.

Accordingtnavallabtetradesta?
tislics, die present difference be-
tween palm oh and coconut oil

pricesintheopenmarketisneariy
Rs9perkg.

"The country witnessed a
record S.05 lakh tonne of veg
etable oilimports ia September
2009against6.67lakh tonnedur
ingthesameperiodlastyear, an
Increase of 35,68%. Palm group
of oilscomprisedmorethan *5%
of total imports,” said E
Satheesh Babu of Agricultural

Market Intelligence Centre
(AMIC) of Kerala Agricultural
University

State-run Coconut Board has
been claiming that dumping of
cheap palm oil from Malaysia is
huitingthelocalmsrkct.



The Agricultural Market
Intelligence Centre of Kerala
Agricultural University under

the ICAR assisted NAIF
project analysed the price of
>artially dehusked coconut at
fhrissur market for a period

of 10 years from January
2000 to December 2009

Coconut season starts with
prices Arming upon
account of low Initial arrivals

Dr. K. Satheesh Babu*

all over the world except the
continents of Europe and Austalia.
The crop plays a dominant role in
the socio-economic and cultural life
of the growers. According to FAO
Statistics, 2(X)7, global production of
coconuts is 61504133 tonnes with
Indonesia, Philippines, India, Brazil
and Sri Lanka as the major
contributors to coconut production.
As per (he Government of India
statistics 2006-07, India has emerged
as the largest producer of coconut in
the world with a production of
15,840 million nuts. India accounts
for 26.9 per cent of the world’s
production. In India, the four
Southern states namely Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh account for around 90 per
cent of the coconut production in the
country.

Coconut is a versatile crop grown

The trader’s survey of coconut
and copra highlighted the following
points:

e The price ofcoconut is shaped by
variations in production, global
demand and supply situation and
price of other vegetable oils

* The period from September to
December marks a period of low
arrivals of coconut and copra in
the domestic market, which
creates upward pressure on the
prices in the Kerala markets.

Maximum arrivals of coconut
and copra in the markets in
Kerala are during the period from
January to June. This creates
downward pressure on coconut
and copra prices during this
period.

The country witnessed a record
0f 9.05 lakh tons of vegetable oil
imports in September 2009
against 6.67 lakh tons during the
same period in the last year,
registering a 35.68% growth in
imports. The trade circles
indicated the palm group of oils
comprised more than 75 percent
of the total imports, which have
a direct bearing on the coconut
economy in the country.

Nil custom duty on the import of
crude edible oil is likely result in
a surge of imports in these items
whenever domestic prices rule
higher

Consumption pattern reveals that
only 45% consumers in Kerala
depend upon coconut oil as a
cooking medium. The hotels and
bakeries segment depend
primarily on palm oil due to its
lower price.

The trade circle observed that
whenever the coconut oil price
falls below Rs. 45/kg, a shift in

Continued on page JO

* Agricultural Market Intelligence Cell, Kerala Agricultural University, Vellanikkara. Thrissur

Indian Coconut Journal



National Nurserymen
& Landscapists
Convention held

Coconut Development Board,
State Centre, West Bengal
participated in the 11 h National
Nurserymen & Landscapists
Convention-2010 held at South 24
Parganas, from 22rdto 26 h January
2010. The Board displayed
informative posters, coconut
products and handicrafts. About
20,000 farmers including delegates
from different states and countries
like Thailand, Indonesia. Malaysia
visited (he Board's stall,

Shri Khalil Ahamad IAS, District
Magistrate, South 24 Parganas was
the Chief Guest of the inaugural
session.

Continuedfrom page 21
usg from palm oil to coconut oil
is observed among the middle
income group of consumers.
Thus, palm oil has emerged as a
major competitor for coconut oil
in Kerala.

* As compared to green husked
coconut, the price of partially
dehusked coconut is fairly stable.

* The speculations arc low on
copra price as isevidenced by the
low margin being maintained
from the current market price till
March.

It was under these circumstances
that (he Agricultural Market
Intelligence Centre of Kerala
Agricultural University under the
ICAR assisted NAIP project
analysed the price of partially
dehusked coconut at Thrissur
market for a period of 10 years from

February 2010

Hospitality World Mumbai-2010

Shri, \ V Limayc, Member, Coconut Development Board inaugurating (he Board’s skill. Dr. P T
Thomas. Deputy Director, CDB is also seen.

Coconut Development Board, State Centre Thane participated in the
Hospitality World - Mumbai 2010 held at Bhandra- Kurla complex from
217 to 23" January 2010. Shri, V V Limaye, Member. Coconut Development
Board inaugurated the Board's stall. M/s. Bency Foods, M/s. Solar Energy
Corporation and M/s. Anu Coconut Products had their display cum sales

counters in the Board’s stall.

January 2000 to December 2009.
According to the study, the price

indicated below for the next four
months with minor fluctuations as

will hover around the levels indicated:
Commodity Form Month Price Forecasts (Rs/Kgl
February 2010 12.50-13.00
Coconut (Partially ilehsuked) March 2010 10.50 -12.50
April 2010 0.50-12.00-

Since duty free import of palm
oil in large quantities is possible, any
drastic increase in the domestic
prices of coconut oil is not expected.
Hence the farmers are advised not
to resort to storage and therefore

advised to plan their sale of coconut
and copra in the coming months
before large scale arrivals arc
expected to reach the market by
February end.

Plot (Partially de-husked nut*’ Price*)

Month*

Price of Nuts (Rs/Qtl)

30
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Kerala farmers to receive market tips on mobile

Published on: March 26, 2010 at 18:10
Tags:- IKSI, IFFCO Gieen SIM KAU market tins
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM (Commodity Online): Kerala Agricultural University
(KAU) has inked an agreement with Iffco Kisan Sanchar Ltd (IKSL) to provide
farmers, actual price fluctuations in the market via mobile messages.

Related Stones

'Silver gives better
m opportunity for

investments' ) . ) .
As per the deal, KAU's Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre will provide up-to-

date market information's and price fluctuations to farmers via mobile SMS's
using "Green" mobile network of Iffco Kisan Sanchar Ltd.

Sliver can puli you out of
* debt

Renewable energy
m industry booms in
Germany

Get geopolitical analysis to spot trends

IKSL, an Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Ltd (Iffco) venture, in technical
collaboration with Bharathi Airtel, will provide voice messages to farmers with
Green SIM card, which is freely available to farmers in Keraia.
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* biofuel tech

Is manipulation Kkilling
* gold, silver futures

markets? The farmers also have the choice to call back to hear the message again free of

cost.
Atls by Goodie
Commodities
Gold Today
Gold Coins
Commodity Price
Commodity Tips

Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre, which was known for its accurate
forecasts on market updates, especially on coconut, pepper and cardamom has
been working from the Horticultural College of the Kerala Agricultural university.
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Sitvei can pull you out of debt

You cantfake gold orsilver, you cant
A dilute them, nor can you create more of
them - thus making precious metals the
perfect currency. In addition, since silver
is relatively inexpensive compared to gold or
platinum, it is easierto make change and conduct
other functions of ordinary business.

+ China may keep yuan cheap, increase gold
reserves

+ Are gold and silver bad-news bulls?
¢ Housing market setfor crash landing

¢ Braazil, the agri superpower is upbeatfor 2010
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Agricultural Market Intelligence on Mobile
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Cardamom prices could rise on low supply

Rajesh Ravi
Posted: Thursday, Apr 01, 2010 at 2139 hrs 1ST
Updated: Thursday, Apr 01, 2010 at 2139 hrs 1ST

Kochi: Limited supply of cardamom and robust demand could further push up prices, which are
already at record levels, by another 10-15% in the next few months, a report from Agricultural
Market Intelligence Centre (AMIC) of Kerala Agricultural University said.

The commodity is in very short supply and the demand, both from the international and domestic
market, continues to be good, K Satheesh Babu of AMIC told FE. Based on current market
prices and expected demand for cardamom, AMIC forecast that prices would be in the range of
Rs 1,020-1,075 per kg in April, Rs 1,050-1.100 in May and finally reach Rs 1,075-1,125 in June.

In the last auction held on Wednesday by the Cardamom Processing Marketing Company,
Kumily, average price of cardamom was Rs 1,033 per kg with nearly 47 tonne coming up for
auctions.

Sources say that the prevailing high prices are prompting farmers to sell all their stocks to make
good profit and most of arrivals at auctions are old stocks. Drought in the main production region
of Idukki is pushing up the prices to unrealistic levels.

Absence of rain in ldukki has damaged plantations without irrigation facilities and the low water

table in the hilly region is threatening even plantations with irrigation facility, sources in the
Cardamom Growers Association said.

© 2010: The Indian Express Limited. All rights reserved throughout the world
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Kochi, March 31: Limited supply of
cardamom'and robust demand could
further push up prices, which are al-
ready at record levels, by another 10-
ISfe in the next few months, a report
fromAgrieulturalMarketIntelligence
GentrefAMIC) of ferala Agricultural
University said

The commodity isin very shortsup-
plv and:hie demand, both from the in-
ta national and domestic market,
continues to be good, K Satheesh Babu
of AMICtoldFfi-Basedoncurrenttnar-
ketpricesandexpscteauematidforcar-
damom, AMIC forecast that prices

would be in the range of Rs 1,020-1,075
perkginApril.Rsl,050-1,100inMay and
anally reach Rs1jXIS-1,125in June.
InthBiastauctionh'sldon Wednesday
by the Cardamom processing Market-

ing Company Kumily average price cf
cardamomwasR$I.C83perkgwithnear-
iyd7tonnecomingupforauctions.

Sourcessay thatthe prevailing high
pricesarepromptingfaxmerstoseUali
their stocks to make good profit and
most of arrivals at auctions are old
stocks. Drought in the main produc
tionregionof ldukkiispushing up the
pricestounrealisticlevels

Absence of tafftinlduW ti has dam-
aged plantations without irrigation
Facilitiesand the 'sowwatertable in the
hilly region is threatening even plan-
tations with irrigation facility,
sourcesintheCardamoraGrowersAs-
sociationsaid.
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Pepper prices firm despite new arrivals

Rajesh Ravi
Posted: Friday, Apr 02, 2010 at 2235 hrs 1ST
Updated: Friday, Apr 02, 2010 at 2235 hrs 1ST

Kochi: Contrary to market expectations that pepper prices would fall after new crop
arrivals in India and Vietnam, prices have remained largely steady because of low stocks
in consuming markets.

The pipelines are empty and stocks with major buyers in the US and EU is almost nil,
Jojan Malayil of Bafna Enterprises, the largest exporter of Indian black pepper old FE.

"Buyers are asking for near month shipment due to immediate necessity of the
commodity. They were waiting for the prices to come down due to arrival pressure from
Vietnam and India. However, they cannot wait any longer,” he added.

Spot price for pepper at NCDEX closed higher on Thursday at Rs 14,987.10 per quintal
while April contract was trading at Rs 15,623 per quintal and June futures at Rs 16,126
per quintal. Vietham pepper has started arriving in the market, but demand is also high.
Earlier, global pepper markets were invariably pressured after Vietnamese crop entered
the market as volumes were high.

"Vietnam farmers have learned the trade from their Indian counterparts and are holding
back stocks to earn more. They are cash rich due to high prices for other cash crops and
can afford to hoard pepper,” Jojan Malayil said. The Agricultural Market Intelligence
Centre of Kerala Agricultural University had forecasted that the prices would firm up
from April on limited global supply.
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newarrivals

RajestiRavi

Kochi. Apr I: Contrary to marl
ket expectations jhafpi c
pncw would foil after iu»w crr.t
emvalB In Mala and Vietnam,
prices hat® Ewnamei largely
steady bncause of low shocks in
S suminglnarkets
¢ She pipelines sffe empty and
stodu with rnajc. outers InHe
ITSand BO b blisbr nil, Jojan
Malay Uof Balia Enterprises the
largest exporter of Indian black
pepparoldFE

""Buyers are asklInfr foi near
month shipment dua to immedi-
ate necessity of the commodity.
They were waitingtor He prices
to come down duetoarrival pres-
sure from Vietnam and India.
However they cannot wail any
longer," headded.

Spotprlcefsrpepperat NCDEX
tjjased Higher on Thursday at Rs
14387.10 per guintad while April
cEmtzact m s Hading at Rs 15.623
perquintaland June futuresat Rs
16.126 per quintal Vietnam pep-
per has startBd arriving In the
market, butdemand Isalso high
Earlier, global pepper markets
ware invariably pressured after
Vietnamese crop entBml tn
marketasvolumeswere high.

."Vietnam  fanners  have
learned the trade from Heir Indi-
an counterparts and are holding
backstocksfoearnmore.'F Smim»xe
BashrichdujhjghpricesfrQtfi-
be cash crops and can affo; d to
hoard pepper,' JojanMalayllsald.
The Agricultural Market Intelli-
gence Centra of Kerala Agricul-
tural University Had forecasted
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Coconut prices may
come down In state

Express News Service
Thrissur, April 29

AGRICULTURE Market In-
telligence Centre (AMIC) of
the Kerala Agricultural Uni-
versity, while forecasting
the likely market price trend
for partially dehusked coco-
nut for 3 months ending
June 2010, has advised farm-
ers not to resort to storage
but instead sell their pro-
duce soon after harvesting.

The forecast released by
the AMIC on Wednesday
sald the prices of coconut
was expected to be come
down in Kerala in the short-
run. It predicted the mar-
ket price of partially dehu-
sked coconut between Rs 11
50 and Rs 12 per kg in May,
Rs 10.50and Rs 11.50in June
and Rs 10 and Rs 11.50 in
July as against Rs 9.50 and

Rs 12 a kg prevailed In
April.

According to the AMIC
analysis, the major factors
considered in the short run
are the increased yield of
coconuts in the non-tradi-
tional areas like West Ben-
gal, Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra. The second
factor is the labour shortage
in Kerala which has altered
the harvest pattern of coco-
nut.

Asystem of harvest based
on availability of labour in
the state has led to a stag-
gered availability of coconut
throughout the year. This,
coupled with increased
availability of coconut from
neighbouring states has al-
tered the seasonality with
respect to the availability of
coconut, the AMIC.analysis
said.
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Global shortage to keep coconut oil on the boil

Rajesh Ravi
Posted: Tuesday, May 04, 2010 at 2042 hrs 1ST
Updated: Tuesday, May 04,2010 at 2042 h

Kochi: Higher demand for palm oil
and low coconut production in
Philippines and some parts of
Indonesia because of the drought
are likely to support coconut oil
prices in India in the long-term, a
report by the Agricultural Market
Intelligence Centre (AMIC) of the
Kerala Agricultural University said

Economic recovery in the buying
countries of the US and European
markets will help in higher demand
for palm oil, palm kernel oil and
coconut oil for the current year, K
Satheesh Babu of AMIC told FE.

"Palm oil producing nations like
Malaysia and Indonesia have hiked
tax on export of palm oil. With the
import of palm oil and palm kernel
oil becoming relatively costlier,
demand for coconut oil is also
expected to increase," Babu said.
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demand for coconut oil is also
expected to increase," Babu said.

He feels that the recovery of crude
oil prices could trigger higher
demand for coconut-based bio
diesel (Coconut Methyl Ester) and
help the recovery ofthe coconut oil
market. Coconut oil lost most ofthe
industrial users to the cheaper
palm and palm kernel oil, which Is
almost similar in taste and flavour
to coconut ail.
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©' LOW PRODUCTION

PEPPER

PRICE

tilAY GO UP

Express New* Service
Thriswr. Miy 10

AGRICULTURE Market n
telfig' nco Centre ot tn<
Keraia Agricultural Idi-
versity in its latest price
forecast h»s said that pep-
per price m the state would
go up during May August
zOlO period.

As agaust thu prlc~ of Rs
143 a kg Tor ungurbleu pep-
per in April, the price in
Mai is oicca" betrei is
150-16S a kg. Rs 53-167 in
jiT-se. Ks 16S-175 in July and
Rs 175-1851> Aug”'

The factors contributing
to this up trend in pepper
price include lower world
pepperproduction In 2010as
a result of 20to 35 percent
drop in the production by
major pepper j-rodui ing
countries including Indone-
sia. Brazil. Vietnam and In-
die and precariously 'off
stock position in major im-
porting countries.

The release stated tha -he
initial crop estimates of In
dian pepper for the current
year by various ag.-nctes
were in the range of &0.00”

fioOQutonnes.

However, revised esti-
mates based on new trade
inpuis suggest ths the In-
dian crop outputwill also be
falling short by at least 20-25
percfeii} during. 720 owing to
longe' drv spell ’m summo.
and the prevalence of an-
thracoose (PcJlui disease on
the foliage, the opikec and
the berries in main growing
tracts, Die disease wus se
vers in ldukxi, nspecially in
the local varieties



THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

Global supplywoesto spice up pepper prices!

RaleshRavi

Kochi, May I1: Despite the cur-
rent downward slide in pepper
pricesinducedbyfallingdernand,
a study by the Agricultural Mar-
ket Intelligence Centre (AMIC) of
Kerala Agricultural University
hasshownthatprices are likely to
rally by 15-20% in the next three
monthsonglobalsuppiy woes.
The study said that global pep-
perproductionin 2910wllIbe low-
erthan in 2009because of drop in
outputinlIndonesia and Brazilon
accountoferraticweather.
"International Pepper Com-
munity (IPC) now admits that

Warld susply weld fall short of
demand as against the optimism
shownatthebee Inning of thesea-
son. El Nino effect in Indonesia
would curb pepperoutputin cur-
rent year by 30-35%, while un-
favourable weather In Brazil
sinceNovember2009and longdry

spellsmightpull down itsproduc-.

tlon by 30-40 %
of AMICtoldFE
Pepper prices in the spot and
futures markets continued to
easeandonTuesdayspotpricesat
Kochidropped to Rs 15,000 per 100
kgasagainstRs 15,2000n Monday.
In the futures markets, the most
active June contract at NCDEX

K Satheesh Babu

«
gEW m o effect in IndonejJ
z.would curb output in
t cuijentyear by 30-3S9f
. unfavourable i
«weath/T.irrarazL

pull ciwnjts production
‘ by3<

'shftn’

counter dropped to 15,980rupees
per100kgon closing-

Selling pressure because of
poor export demand is seen pres-

suring pepper prices in India .
traderssaid.

Arrivals in the physical mar-
ket have also increased in the re-
centpast.sourr.esadded.

According to a projection
made by the Jakarta-based Inter-
national Pepper Community
(EPC), carryover stock of pepper
is estimated to s!ip 32% in 2010to
79.124tonne.

On the latest Indian crop, the
KAU report said estimated that
actLtalproductionwould fal Ifrom
earlierassumption.

"Outputin India will be down
by atleast20%-25 %in 2010due to
the long dry summer and pres-

énee of anfiracnose (PAIWdis

ease on the foliage, spikes hi®
berries of popper In the majjB
growing tracts,” Satheesh BauK
said. The disease was severen*
Idukki, especially in the local ra-y
rieties.headded.

Demand is likely to be robusfr
becauseof poorstocksinleading
importingcountries, hesaid.

Theeconomic recovery in the
buying countries of US and Eu-
ropean markets is likely to
stimulate higher pepper de
mand In the current year, he
added. AMIC forecasts pepper
pricestobeintherange of Rs 175
185per kg by August,
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Global supply woes to spice up pepper prices

Rajesh Ravi Posted: May 12, 2010 at 2145 hrs eh=e
Kochi Despi tethe current downward slide in pepper prices induced by falling demand, a study by the Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre (AMIC) of Kerala Agrlcultural Umversny

prices are likely to rally by 15-20% in the next three months on global supply woes.
The study said that global pepper production in 2010 will be lower than in 2009 because of drop in output in Indonesia and Brazil on account of erratic weather.

"International Pepper Community (IPC) now admits that world supply would fall short of demand as against the optimism shown at the beginning of the season. El N,no effect inindonesiaiwou -curb
pepper output in current year by 30-35%, while unfavourable weather in Brazil since November 2009 and long dry spells might pull down its production by 30 -40 %, K satneesn baDu oramiu to a
FE.

Pepper prices inthe spot and futures markets continued to ease and on Tuesday spot prices at Kochi dropped to Rs 15,000 per 100 kg as against Rs 15,200 on Monday. In the futures markets, the
most active June contract at NCDEX counter dropped to 15,980 rupees per 100 kg on dosing.

Selling pressure because of poor export demand is seen pressuring pepper prices in India , traders said.

Arrivals in the physical market have also increased in the recent past, sources added.

According to a projection made by the Jakarta-based International Pepper Community (IPC), carryover stock of pepper is estimated to slip 32% in 2010 to 79,124 tonne.
On the latest Indian crop, the KAU report said estimated that actual product on would fall from earlier assumption.

"Output in India will be down by at least 20% - 25 % in 2010 due to thp lone dry summer and presence of anthracnose (Pollu) disease on the foliage, spikes and berries ofpepper in themain
growing tracts,” Satheesh Babu said. The disease was severe in Idukki, especially in the local varieties, he added.

Demand is likely to be robust because of poor stocks in leading importing countries, he said.

The economic recovery in the buying countries of US and European markets is likely to stimulate higher pepper demand in the current year, he added. AMIC forecasts pepper prices to be in the range
of Rs 175-185 per kg by August.
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E-NEWS LETTER

NAIP- Domestic and Export Market Intelligence Cell
Centre for Agricultural and Rural Development Studies
Tamil Nadu Agricultural Unversity Coimbatore

October 7009

Congratulations Team KAU

The Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre has
started functioning in Kerala Agricultural University under the
National Agricultural Innovation Project (NAIP) in a brief
function held in the College of Horticulture, Vellanikkara on

12-10-2009.

Dr.P.K.Rajeevan, Associate Dean, College of
Horticulture, welcomed the gathering. The Centre was formally
inaugurated by Sri.Rajaji Mathew Thomas, MLA and Member,
Executive Committee, KAU. In the inaugural address, he
stressed the need for building up market awareness among
farmers in Kerala who are cultivating more market-oriented
cash crops. Dr.N.Raveendran released the pepper price
forecasts prepared by the Centre for the months of October,
November and December. Dr.E.K.Thomas, Professor and
Head, Department of Agricultural Economics received the first

copy of forecast.

For details Contact: Dr.N.Ajjan, Consortium Principle Investigator, NAIP- DEMIC, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore. E-
mail: tnaudemic@gmail.com


mailto:tnaudemic@gmail.com

KERALA AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY
Directorate of Research
Vellanikkara - 680 656
No R3/65679/08 Dated: 12.11.2009

From

'F

The Director of Research

Dr Satheesh Babu K y

Professor & CCP1.

NAIP on Regional Market Intelligence Centre,
Department of Agricultural Economics,
College of Horticulture,

Vellanikkara

Sir,

Sub. KAU - DoR - NAMIC - pnee forecasting - appreciating of - Reg
Ref: Your letter no AE/NAIP/06/09-10 dated 04 11 2009

With reference to the letter referred above, i appreciate your expertise in
forecasting the pnee for ungarbiea pepper, which came in par with the actual market
ate 1am very much happy inthe Market Intelligence shown by you

Yours faithfully,
Sd/-
Director of Research

Copy to: The Associate Director,
College of Horticulture,
Vellanikkara.

Approved for Issue

as-
sertion Officer

Pb
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cardamom price forecast - update Inbox

domestic 4iitd expnii m.itkei hjloimatloft cemta keiall d>j*ictilii|it)l nnSveisity Deai Manoj, Greetings!Ycui 12/297)9 (4 days ago)

manoj u <M*%*>n~nrri3ii  nrn> 12/30709 (3 days ago) & mKopiy
domestic and export market information centre kerala agncuttural university

d.im Dec 30.20095 39 PM
EJbjBt- Re: cardamom pnee forecast * update
smned by gmail.com
mailed by gmail.com
Sir,

Thank you for Sending valuble information about Cardamom price We telecast a news in Idukki Vision News Channel with your informations

Info -
Date and lime of News
1st News 23 Dec 2009, 8 PmfRetelecast - 10 Pm and 24 Dec 2009 10 Am) (Pages Send !o you With last

Mail)
2nd News 29 Dec 2009, 8 Pm(Retel - 10 Pm And 30 dec 2009 10 Am) 3 Pages of News are attached wilh

this mailPlease Check
Regards,
Manoj T R

Idukki Vision
Nedumkandam
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Sent Mail + domestic and export market information centre kerala agricultural university Deai Sir, |am sending he dan 12 (3 days ago)
Drafts 03) I domestic and export market information centre kerala agricultural university tis requested to go thiJan 12 (3 days ago) $
All Mail
Raveendaran N to me show details Jan 13 (2 days ago) +> E
2m
Trash Dear Dr Satheesh Babu,
Contacts Hi
Greetings M
Quick Contacts Sh

Search, add, or intie G
I'am happy to go through Pepper price forecast.The report is excellent, You may kindly go for dissemination through press, TV Radio 8
domestic and upon and Newspapers.

Set status here *

-With regards and with best wishes for a Mappy Mahaia Sankaranthi.

+ Director, GUI
+ Jagrup Sidhu
¢+ KMS
ar s Dr.N.Raveendam
* malarse vam. National Consultant
+ raghuram papisetty
f Rajasekhaian
¥ rkkolhe Date: Tue, 12 Jan 2D10 15:33:25 +0530
1 TMIDEMIC Subject: Pepper price forecast for Jan- May 2010
+ timanojidukkitision From: demickauQomail com
* ueshiic To: nraveendarantSlhotmail com: ajianflrediffmail com: malarsefvamtnau@qgmail com shrvanomics@amail com
Addisriact  Showel mShowq oted tei-
T Labels Windows 7: Find Ihe right PC for you. Leam more.
Personal
Receipts Reply -» Fciward h.leRavseodarartaGmai.
Travel
Work + domestic and export market information centre kerala agricultural university srcwoeiais Jan 14 (t day ago)  Bopl
Edit labels

11=

- %0 Intemet
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x
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Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre wForwarded message From: ajjan nanjan <ajjan@rediffmail an @ Expand an
Drafts 1151 ) ] ) ) ) ) Jan 30 J Xp
iAMIC KAU Dear Sir, Kindly refer to your mail dated 24 December, regarding our tie up w.. m Forward all

Personal MTNAUDEMIC to me show details Feb 3

Travel Sponsored unks

6 morev Dear Dr.Satheesh Babu,

Apply For a Personal Loan
Contacts Greetings Amounts upto Rs 10 i_akh. Cash
Tasks No Guarantor Required.Apply Now!
We have received your training Reports, monthly report and validation of the crops forecasts. Omine.citibank, co. in/CitiFinancial
- Chat

Our appreciations for the wonderful efforts. Real Estate Funds - India
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message

ajorge <nlgeorge.iksl@iffco.nic.in>
'ro: george <nlgeorge.iksl@iffco.nic.in>

Dear Sir/ Madam,

Page | of 1

Dr.Satheesh Babu Kesavan Nair <amickau@gmail.com>

Wed, Jan 27, 2010 at 2:53 PM

| take this opportunity to thank you all for the support you extended to us. With your support we were able to add 12000
farmers in the month of December and 10000 nos till now in this month.

Greencard Mobile connections which have 5 free voice based messages can be used as your media for
technology transfer to the farmers. The data relevant to the farmers can be send to them through this

media at free of cost. We hereby request you to provide us the updates and news relevant to farming community in
kerala. Audio file of few messages we have send to our customers are enclosed for your information.

We also request to intimate us on the seminars | training programs | exhibitions planned for the farmers in the month of

February, so that we can also ensure our participation

Regards,

George.N.L

Head- Sales & Marketing
IFFCO Kisan Sanchar Limited
Kerala

Mobile: 9895015018
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m-Powering farmers with Agricultural Market
Intelligence

MONDAY. 19 APRIL 2010 17:16 KERALA IT NEWS

Kochi: IFFCO Kisan Sanchar Ltd. (IKSL) is empowering their Greencard mobile customers with
Agricultural Market Intelligence News. Farmers are getting market intelligence updates on
Pepper, Cardamom and Coconut on their mobiles.

IKSL has signed a MoU with the Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre (AMIC) at the College
of Horticulture, Kerala Agricultural University (KAU), Vellanikara. As per the MoU. all the
Greencard mobile users get free market intelligence updates from AMIC. The news is provided
every month and the same is sent to the customers even before it goes to the media.

Ir. an email interview, George N L, Head (Sales & Marketing), IKSL said, “At present we have
80000 plus customers across Kerala out of which 10,000 customers are hearing our messages
regularly. To empower the farmers further, we are moving to community formation based on the
crops. The community customers will be getting the 5 news exclusively meant for them. We are
starting with 3 communities initially viz., Rubber. High range (Pepper, Cardamom, Ginger,
Turmeric, Coffee & Tea) and Fishermen. They also have a call-back facility to listen to the last 5
messages.”

The Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre functions at KAU under the National Agricultural
Innovation Project (NAIP). According to Dr. N Raveendran, National Consultant, NA1P, the
efficient functioning of an agricultural market intelligence centre could play a pivotal role by
providing timely information about the market conditions and realisation of remunerative prices.
The information on demand patterns, price behaviour, better farming practices, handling,
packaging etc. has to be brought to the attention of all market functionaries to reap the full
benefits of production advantages. The KAU Market Intelligence Centre is the second centre
among 11  such centres across India to come out with a price forecast.

Jose K J, a fanner engaged in cash crops in Peravoor (Kannur District) is a beneficiary of the
AMIC news for the last 3 -4 months. Talking to Kerala IT News, he said this facility is of great
help to farmers in far flung areas. Apart from this, there arc free voice calls on farming
techniques, weather forecasts, dairy farming, animal husbandry, rural health initiatives, fertilizer
availability, market prices of agri produces etc, on a daily basis in Malayaiam. A dedicated
helpline, manned by experts from various fields to derive answers to specific queries related to
agriculture and allied subjects is also available to the farmers.

IKSL is the rural information and telecommunications subsidiary of the Indian Fanners Fertiliser
Co-operative Ltd. (IFFCO) in partnership with Bharti Airtel. The basic idea is to harness the
power of ICT to add value to the farm sector and empower the rural fanner by giving him access
to vital information, which will enhance his livelihood and quality of life.
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hereby request you to update us on the seminars / training planned for the farmers for the month
of May.

We also request you to utilize the Greencard as your media for the transfer oftechnology to
farmers. We already have 09000 greencard customers spread across kerala.

Regards,

George.N.L
Head- Sales & Marketing
IFFCO Kisan Sanchar Limited
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Agricultural Market Intelligence Centres

‘Establishing and Networking of Market Intelligence Centres
in India' has been launched by ICAR under NAIP
Component I. The project is on consortium mode with Tamil
Nadu Agricultural University. Coimbatore as the Consortium
Leader, with the Kerala  Agrlcuturai University,
Vellanikkara.along with 11 SAUs in India as the Cooperating Price Forecast

Consortium Partners

Aim is to

» Help farmers in reaizng higher net price.

i Provide rrproved regional bnkages ii the generation dissemination and sharng of market information
for better decision-making.

> Provide rnproved access and use market intelligence with better production and marketing strategies
to aB stakeholders in the marketing chain

i m oieenlmiiinim ...... ™.
-tllllllim

irraa

9 Internet |Protected Mode; Off

/5 Kambolam - Agnc...

*1100%



.......... nalr

MMM MMM MMnjie uuige n:g e

National Agricultural Innovation Project (NAIF)

Report on Baseling Survey

KERALA AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY
Department of Agricultural Economics
College of Horticulture



AitfartMss and U» ol
Agricultural Marital Intelbganci

National Agricultural Innovation Project
fn:  Component -1

Department ol Agricultural Economics
H College ol Horticulture
Kerala Agricultural University



AMIC* KAU Participates in Trichur Pooram Exhibition 2010

Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre-

Wiactf M ftm o KAU Participated in the Trichur Pooram

Exhibition , one of the biggest Trade Fairs

in south India conducted in association with

Trichur Pooram, which is considered as the

- biggest cultural event in South India . The

& tlt & ’Zt$ & ft ft $ ft * Exhibition attracts participants from across

the country, and hence regarded as an all

India exhibition held in every year at the

heart of Trichur city for a period of two

months from April-May. The exhibition has

170 stalls and 70 pavilions, including those

of various government departments. Many

R&D Institutions like the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited

(BSNL), Indian Railways, Coir Board, Kerala Agricultural University, Coconut Development Board, Spices

Board, Farm Information Bureau, Regional Agro Industrial Development Corporation, Kerala Agro

Machinery Corporation (KAMPCO), Vegetable and Fruit Promotion Council of Kerala (VFPCK), Oushadhi

etc., makes this opportunity to showcase their latest R&D outputs in the pavilions to give a firsthand feel to

the visiting public. It will be open from 10 a.m. to 0 p.m. for two months from April to May end. It is
estimated that more thanthree lakhs people visit the Trichur Pooram exhibition every year.

The pavilion of Kerala Agricultural
University had displayed prominently the
activities of the Centre. The University
staffs were put to duty round the clock to
clarify the queries from the public. The
concept of agricultural market intelligence
being new, the display materials of the
Agricultural Market Intelligence Centre
evoked keen attention from the visitors. The
contact details and phone numbers were
given in the display materials for the
interested persons for follow up.



