
At 305 mt, this year’s horticulture output a tad higher; still a record
Onion production to 
drop on decline in 
acreage; potato, 
tomato seen rising
OUR BUREAU________________________
New Delhi, January 2

The country’s horticultural pro
duction d uring  the current year 
(July 2017-June 2018) is expected 
to  go up by a m arginal 1.6 per 
cent to  305.4 m illion tonnes 
(m t) com pared to  3 0 0 .6  m tin  
the previous year, according to 
the first advance estim ates of 
fruits and vegetable production 
released by the Agriculture Min
istry on Tuesday.

The production of vegetables 
during  the year is projected at 
181 mt, while the o u tp u t of 
fruits is expected to  touch 95 
mt, according to th e  data com 
piled from inform ation 
provided by various States and 
Union Territories.

The M inistry also released the 
final estim ates for horticulture 
produce for 2016-17, which 
stood at 3 0 0 .6  m t against 300, 
m t pegged in the th ird  advance 
estim ates released in August 
last year.

Veggie o u tp u t up
While the production of veget
ables was h igher th an  the last 
projections, th a t of fruits and 
spices dipped slightly.

Among m ajor vegetables, the 
o u tp u t of tom atoes, whose 
price soared d uring  the year, is 
estim ated to  record an im press
ive 7.7 per cent grow th to  22.3 
m t (20.7 m t), w hereas th a t of 
potatoes is expected to grow  by
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Horticulture 2015-16 2016-17
(Final)

2017-18 
(1st estimates)

g B  Area (million hectares) 24.5 24.85 24.92
Production (million tonnes) 286.2 300.60 305.40

Productivity (Tonnes per hectare) 11.7 
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2016-17 (Final estimates)
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2017-18 (1st estimates)
Area Production Area Production 

(000 hectares) (000 tonnes) (000 hectares) (000 tonnes)ESSl̂
Mango 
Banana 

b  Citrus*
Total fruits #

Potato 
Onion 
Tomato
Total vegetables*
*Citrus includes lime/lew on, mandarin, mosambi and other varieties #includes others

'  - \

2,212 19,508 2,259 20,714
860 30,477 857 30,201
985 11,419 976 11,717

6373 92,918 6,428 94,884

2,179 48,605 2 ,176  . 49,344
1,306 22,427 1,196 21,402

797 20,708 8 0 1 ' 22,337
10,238 1,78,172 10,172 1,80,684

m ere 1 per cent to  49.3 mt. Pro
duction of onion, on the other 
hand, is projected to  drop by 4.5 
per cent to  21.4 m t (22.4 m t).

Mangoes, the second highest 
grow n fruit in the country after 
bananas, are set for a notable
6.2 per cent increase in produc
tion to  20.7 m t (19.5 m t).

There will be a slight increase 
in  the production  of citrus 
fruits too  — 11.7 m t against 11.4

m t in the previous year. The o u t
pu t of bananas, on the contrary, 
is expected to  edge down to
30.2 m t (30.5 m t).

O th e r crops
The total acreage u n d er ho rti
cultural crops increased 
slightly to 24.92 m illion hec
tares (m h ) from  24.85 m h in 
2016-17.

The area u n d er fruits cultiva

tion registered a m inor in
crease to 6.43 m h from  6.37 mh, 
the area u n d er vegetables 
shrank 10.17 m h from  10.24 m h 
last year.

Production of flbwers, p lanta
tion  crops such as coconut, 
arecanut and cashew, besides 

( spice crops such as garlic, chilli, 
ginger and turm eric am ong 
others are also seen rising m ar
ginally this year.
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