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M E S S A G E

I am glad to learn tha t 
you are bring ing  out an Annual 

College Magazine in October 1989 

I send you my good wishes 
Sd
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Shri P SAIJU
Student Editor
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Vellayani, Trivandrum
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DR E G SILAS

vICE CHANCELLOR

Tf e Studer Editor 
«gnculti.raS College MagdZine 
Co lege of Agricu lture 

ellayam 
Tnvand u n Dis

Sir

I am glad tha t the Agricu ltura l College Annual is 
being brought out th is  month The agricultural 
scientists are aware of the necessity for acquisition of 
new technology being discovered in various areas 
of agricultural science and their dissemination to the 
agriculturists to  help them translate into fields 
Although almost entire ly the available cultivable land 
has been brought under various crops our earth has 
immense potential to  unfold and to  generate liberally 
innumerable species o f floral wealth If the agricultural 
scientists equip themselves w ith  the developing 
technological know how  for tapping these la tent 
resources and impart them to  the actual farmers it 
w ill help the country to  have greener land and 
better granaries In doing so you may also bear in 
mind the conservation o f proper management of 
Kerala s rich biological diversity

I wish you all success in your endeavours towards 
enriching agricultural science

Yours fa ith fu lly  
Sd /

E G SILAS

Vellanikkara-680 654 
Telegram AGRIVARSITY 

TRICHUR 
Phone 23034 (O ff ) 

23439 (R es) 
Telex 0887 268 KAU IN

7 October 1 989
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Need of Agricultural 
Research Management 
in India

H arila l C M

There rs no profession which can be compared 
in importance w ith  that of agriculture for to it 
belongs the production of food fo r man and 
animals on it depends the w elfare and develop 
ment of the whole human species the riches of 
spates and all commerce There is no other 
profession in which the application of correct 
principles is productive of more beneficial effects 
or is at greater or more decided influence From 
the above said words o f Justus Von Liebig we 
can understand the importance o f agricultural 
research

What do you mean by agricultural research 
Management ? It is better if we firs t understand 
the principles of management Correctly speaking 
management means the effective use of people 
fends equipments materials and methods to 
accomplish a specified objective

Management is d iffe ren t from adm inistration 
In fact management refers to the formulation of 
primary objectives and purposes of the whole 
enterprise The management also deals w ith  the 
financing and structuring of organisation The 
decisions are given practical shape by the excecu 
fives

The word management is supposed to do five 
th ings First o f all is the need of equ pment 
supplies and space Second is organising structure 
in order to realise the plans Third is giving direc 
tions and instructions Next comes the tim ing and 
scheduling the work of the whole organisation and 
fifth  is checking the progress These five 
processes of management do not necessarily go 
independent o f one another

A g ric u ltu ra l Research <n Ind ia

Realising the importance of agriculture in 
Indian economy Department o f Agricultural 
Research and Education ( D A R E )  was set up in 
1973 under the M inistry o f Agricu lture DARE is 
responsible fo r conducting research and educa 
tional activ ities in the fie ld  o f Agriculture Animal 
Busbandary and Fisheries The department provides 
Government linkage to the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research ( I C A R )  ICAR is the apex



body fo r form ulating plans and co ordmatmg 
Agriculture Animal Husbandary and Fisheries 
sciences research and their application at fie ld 
level all over the country It has go t a well kn it 
network of 43 Centra! Institu tes 3 Project dire 
ctorates 4 National Research Bureaus 10 National 
Research Centres 68 I! India Co oidinated 
research projects a large number of technology 
projects 26 Agricultural Universities and a National 
Academy fo r A g ricu ln  ral Research Management

By 2003 A D we re q jir  a 'ou i d 230 240 
m illion tonnes of food jm in  v i ich means tha t the 
prod j  tion has o t e o u b e f n  the coming ea a 
This ca oe ach i°/ed  o by e ffective c icu i al 
research Here ve iequ re t l e tfre c iive  utilise ion 
ot agrmult a ne worl a d for jvhich taaage^ent 
is a must

One f t ie  in p o rt t p ts of ^ i i j tu n  
Resear h Ma aq rnert t d clourne t or 
agriculture research incs  me r hi h er 
cultural research i ug n i ° to operate T e 
formulation of re^currl p icms to achieve a oreak 
through in production forms an i Horta t part o f 
research management This indicates the r ed o ‘ 
a well geneiated a jrieu ltu ra l research m anagem °rt 
which penetrates from alicy orn ulation to eve 
ation of * ie  impact of research recO f i " 1 tua tio  is

M a n a g e m e n t o f  A g ric u ltu ra l Research

The agricultural res^o ~h sub^yste can be 
described in a 3 mensioml form The 3 i n 0 
sio tsdealng with f  t, ds on noa ti°s a a r  or e 
forming he seHi o of aar U r  a icstarc  
subsystem in wh n r anaqc t ♦ ore ta t,
place The various f °ld onrrocities  ire! ^ c o j  
production li °stock orestry ard  fisl erics 
The dimension o°ople include polie a °r
scientists otner researcn workers e “ r si0 
workers pioducer orocessors and 1
consumers

The tnree dimensional se up of agri u ui 
research manager. ° r t  d ifferentiates it from th~ 
management o f o ttw r agricultural subsystems such 
as agricultural supply management a g re u ltu a  
production management agricultural o oces mg 
management and agricui'ura! marketing manage 
ment

The actual management process m agricultural 
research deals w ith  the fo llow ing  aspects

1) The formulation of research policies
2) Objectives

3) Planning, project iden tifica tion  and 
preparation

4 ) Assesment of resource requirements mobiii 
sation and all action

5) Management of resocurce which includes

a) Management of research scientists
b) Management of other research personnel
c) Management o f physical resources
d) Management o f financial resources

6) Organisational aspects of in ter oro jec i 
i tra oro ject and inter institu tiona l na'u 3

7) Co o ra ina tun  between research a id  otne 
activ tms o f tne i s titu tio r

3) M onitoring -nd i nplemen ution 

9) Transfer of research results 

1 3) C v a I a ng i r  t o f re e rr i e u 't s  

1 ce ba <

\ a t io n  i t -  n a t n  / fo r  A ge c u ’ curm R esearch  
F lu n gem ei t

Agricultural °sesrch M ira g e n ° r  as 
oa i give e ough a tten tm r n  various m am  e 
r  ent fields of the agricu'tu al secto< In 197b 
ICAR established the C itrai o ta ff Colleqs of 
< gncu lt u rJ Resaarc i Ser/ices H derabad ICAR 
thought it recessary to concei rut° cn agricultural 
m^eurch n a  gement Fence i central s ta ff 
m lle m  of wgricu turul p r Ser es was 
e i  m td  as National aJe o Ac ricu lti ral 
R searc i VI nager ent an~ s a r f1-) dining fresh 
i cru ts to agricultural reseal h s °w i “ s n agricul 
tu al research management National Academy 
o ' A gricu ltu ia i Resear h Management organises 
workshops and sho it term co rses every years 
The courses are offered to all those who hond'e 

^ oartidpa « in agrir oral research i he 
country The courses deal \ th topics such as 
t e Individual u rd  organisation rro tivd tion  of 
scientists in ter personal reiat onsh ps trans«c 
tional analsis group dynamics leadership Uam 
w o ik  personnel policies mo itoring and evalua 
t on mass communication and management of 
research projects Orientation course on Agricultural 
Researcl Management (ARMOC) is conducted 
every year for fresh recruits to the Agricultural 
Research Service (ARS) The institu te  also con 
ducts International workshops on various aspects 
of Agricultural Research Management
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Desalination: 
A Feasible Solution 
to Drinking Water Problem?

Visw esw aran S

Drinking water was the main problem which 
decided the duration of lengthy ocean voyages till the 
19th century S toring water for uncertain number of 
days was very d ifficu lt and to replenish the waterstock 
w ith  fresh water had been a sweet dream for everv 
navigator But now  a days people are very comfort 
able on snips and big boats w ith  the in troduction of 
new gadget type sea fresh water makers

The fresh water makers are of tw o types on° 
w orking on the principle o f reverse osmosis and the 
other based on the vaccum evaporation o f sea wate 
le evaporation under reduced pressure andcondens rg  
the water vapour

In ships the fresh water maker is usually a stmp e 
self contained desalinator which can produce th° 
th ing w hich the ocean going sailors need more than 
anything else—fresh w ater to  drink This new 
technology made a revolution in ocean voyages Witn 
its in troduction the duration o f voyages once con 
tro led by the fresh water stocks became longer

The vaccum evaporated desalination essential 
consists o f a suction head a heating equipment fo r 
saline w ater heating a flash chamber w ith  demester 
and flush out arrangements a condensor chamber 
and an ou tle t pipe w ith  ejector system

The salt water is fed to fresh water maker by a 
primary pump This is firs t heated by passing i 
through fine metallic tubes which in turn is heated 
by hot water or vapour from the cooling system of 
the ship engine or by external source to a temoer 
ature o f 7 0 — 75 C These tubes leads to f ash 
chamber where 90— 97%  vaccum is maintained As 
the heated saline water is sprayed on to the flash 
chamber the w ater vapourises which is collected and 
passed by the demester system to the condersor 
chamber where it is cooled to get pure water Th 3 
w ater contains 250— 300 TDS (Total dissol ed 
solids) The refuse concentrate o f flash chamb»=> 
is about 60—70%  ( le recovery is only 30



40  ) w h ich  is pum ®d back to  sea The qua lity  o f 
the w ate i is e lectron a Iv m onitored at every po in t 
and if recovered w ate r is found unsat sfactory it is 
recycled

The fresh w ater m ver w ork ing  on the p n c io le  
o f reverse osmos s is a com paratively handy is made 
from  corrosion r d istant material anu it is e isv  to 
irs ta ll and opera e and can be driven by boat ship s 
engine or by AC c tr  t n t  The sea wa er is fed in to  
the watermaker by a primary pump then passes 
through 50 and 5 mi on filte rs  fo i f ilte r in g  o i t  the 
suspended in p u r e before entering tl e reverse 
osmosis membro w hich d u a l le rove1) the 
dissolved salts ana o her urdcsirab le  elements ana 
allows the passage of o n l/  f ech w ater This reverse 
osmosis membrane (R 0  module) is seniperm eaole in 
nature and is maae of c e l t  lose e=te a ~he high 
pressure reeded fo the fl w of Sulv nt le v t r f o l 
the so lu tio r (s r li v a t e r t o t  toc< w ater i b r 
is beina p ov ded I /  a hign pies^um -> n f  Th c t n f  
proauct is tre n  elt t omcal y mot itored fo c u d  ty 
Thus a s n Kle gad e can make 3 5 to 5 5 ga llo  s of 
fresr water per hour

Tne dess tm d  d wate b /  R O a e s ilin a to r is as 
good ao d stilled v atm  and by th is pro ess the T D S 
are reduced rom 30 000 to  mere 1 50 making it eiy 
suitable fo r drinking This also ren oves tox ic  & vo la tile  
solutes a d s  Its and can be ised  fo r irriga tion  and 
agricultural purposes if its p ioduction  is ecc no rr ica lly  
teas ble

The^e types are suited for shios on y But the 
R O d e s a lra to r is being e ffective ly  insta lled  in 
Andaman l , i  obar islands and in some Gulf countries

Though the feas ib ility  and pu rity  o f the desalination 
have been demonstrated doubts persists oxer the  
cost fac to r and its adaptab ility  is questioned in the 
th ird  w o rld  cour tries w ith  w ater starvina cities 
especially in India

The firs t type desalinators are less costlier at 
smaller scales since heating can be accomplished 
w ith  solar cells But on larger scale it  is no t econo 
mical due to  its bulky nature and heating become 
p ractica lly  impossible It is very laborious also

The R 0  des Imators are more costl er just 
j»  =Lse or R O lembrane wm ch torn s the major 
cost o f procuction  ip  30 3b 0 ano is to be replaced 
oe iQ d ic illy  This R O m em brare and hiah pressure 
pump need to  be imported

A I eated debate on th p v iab ility  o f desahm tion  
P p s been ra ng i v ater star ed fyladras c ity fo. 
c.bj t 3 /ea s ro w  In Ju /  1981 a m ini dem o is tr 
a o p ant came up o t e a id s  o f M a rn a  ligh t 
house d> a private fi m in cohaboration w itn  a 
o-aisan v f rn  w ith  a p o u tion  c p a rity  o f 50 000 
ut e a aay The company has in V a te d  tha t it car 
e ! he w ater on ly  at a ro t" Rs 40 p "r 000 litre 

against the prese t i fe o f Rs 3 per 1 0C0 wh ch tne 
r r e t o  vater o f M ad ' s corpo at on su plies to pub 'ic 
a d e kon as reasonaole

An way i t  is feasible fo r indust la purpose w ater 
n Water de fic ien t coastal regions ts feas ib ility  for 

pub ic u tili y can be reckoned on ly if  the governm ent 
*akes it under essential se vice sector and supply it 
or tt e oublic at ve /  nominal rate bearing on its 
c o Ider a heavy financia l burden to quench the 
h rat of the oubhc q

I have never had a w atch nor a ry  other mode of keeping 
time in my possession nor ever w ish to  know  how  tim e 
goes w ha t I like best is to  he w hole m orning on a sunny 
bank w ith o u t any ob jec t before me ne ither know ing nor 
caring how  tim e goes

W illiam  H azlitt
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DAWN OF A NEW ERA IN FARM FRONT

K rish i B h a v a n  in E very  P a n c h a y a t  

G roup F a rm in g  E n h a n c e  R ice P ro d u c tio n ,

In p u t S e rv ic e  a t  th e  D o o rs te p  o f  F a rm e rs

M a s s iv e  p ro g ra m m e  to w a r d s  s e lf  s u ffic ie n c y  

in V e g e ta b le s

A d v is o ry  C o u n c ils  a t  P a n c h a y a t , D is tr ic t  

A n d  S ta te  level, to  p la n , g u id e  a n d  m o n ito r  
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Vegetables w ith  A b ility  to  Fight Back 
Viruses: the Need of the Hour

— Dr L RAJAMONY

The history o f Agricu lture is a running saga 
of tremendous crop losses caused by diseases and 
consequently unprecedented human misery There 
are numerous instances e g the potato famine in 
Ireland the coffee rust in Ceylon and more recently 
the epidemic of southern corn b ligh t in the United 
States There is some evidence now tha t the devast 
ating Bengal famine of 1942 was partially caused 
by the brown leaf spot o f paddy

Among the causal agents o f plant diseases the 
economic importance o f p lant viruses is w e ll docum 
ented The curly top of sugarbeet and the swollen 
shoot of cacao have had particularly disastrous 
effects The former nearly ruined the sugar beet 
industry in the western United states whereas the 
latter killed m illions of cacao trees in West Africa

/irus  diseases are func tiona lly  d iffe ren t from 
diseases caused by other pathogens Once a plant 
becomes infected by virus i t  is d ifficu lt to  free it 
from infection Furthermore the infected plant be 
comes a source of inoculum  fo r the remain ng healthy 
plants There is therefore a great need fo r the 
chemicals which could prevent or cure a virus 
in fection

According to the published literature there are 
no effective and economic antiviral chemical fo r agri 
cultural use The control methods that are practiced 
usually involve the use of insecticides to prevent the 
vector o f the virus (in most cases insects) from 
feeding on and in fecting the crop These methods are 
ton always effective against some aphid transm itted 
viruses Inorder to be effective complete contro l o f the 
vectors is necessary a s ituation tha t carries w ith  it tne 
penalty of potential damage to th “  environment

Tnere can hardly be any controversy on th °  po nt 
that the ideal way of con tro lling  the plant diseases 
and viral diseases in particular w ould be by developing 
resistant varieties In the absence of effective chemical 
control measures against virus diseases control

through genetic resistance w ould be cheap and 
environm entally safe

India is the second largest producer o f vegetables 
(next only to China) w ith  an annual production of 
41 20 m illion  tonnes sharing 12 per cent of the 
to ta l w orld  output However our vegetable yields 
are among the lowest in the w orld An analysis of 
the causes of low  yields w ould bring ou t the vita l 
lo le played by diseases in general and vita l diseases 
m particular More than f i f ty  viruses have been 
reported to infect cucurbits alone Cucumber mosaic 
virus (CMV) cucumber necrosis virus (CNV) cucum 
ber green m ottle  mosaic vitus (CGMMV) and 
watermelon mosaic virus (W MV) are a few  of this 
Leaf curl virus (TLCV) and tobacco tomato mosaic 
virus (TVIV) reduce the yield of tomato drastically 
Southern bean Mosaic virus (SBM V) and common 
bean mosaic virus (CBMV) flurish well in Kerala 
w ith  the close association of aphid vectors It is 
i mpossible now to  locate a bhindi plant in our country 
w ith  the typical green co'oured leaves The incidence 
of okra mosaic virus (O VI/ )  is so common through 
out the length and breadth o f our country

The firs t and foremost step in the evolution of 
resistant varieties is to locate the source of iesist 
a nee The genetic resource o f vegetables in India 
has been consideied rich m comparison to that around 
the w orld Ample diversity is seen in the Amaran 
thaceae Cucurbitaceae and Solanceae Among 
tuberous vegetables Aiaceae anci Dioscoreaceae ex 
habit enormous variab ility  Extensive studies cond 
acted recently by the NBPGR (National Bureau o f 
Plant Genetic Resources) revealed that diversity 
occurs in India in the w ild  relatives of Ahe/moschus 
Solatium Lu‘fa M om  3 rcltca C/tru/lus Cucumis 
Cocc/nia ana trichosanthes These genetic resources 

at least a few  of them) have been exploited econom 
ica lly by the developed countries since in the global 
agricultural economy there is no genetic independ 
ence The whole cantaloupe industry of the United



States was saved from the devastating powdery 
mildew and downy m ildew by the resistant genes 
located from India Even resistance to zucchini ye llow  
mosaic virus (ZYMV) o f muskmelon a recently identi 
fied one in Ita ly France Israel Spain Morocco 
USA and Germanv, has been located from the mask 
melon line (P I 414723) from India

Vegetable breeders of our country should ex 
p lo it such prim itive but valuable cultivars lancf 
races of vegetables Since the selection pressure so 
far applied on thesc genotypes has been very low 
there may not be sign ifican t genetic erosion As the 
the selection pressure towards the yield and yie'd 
attributes ncreases simultaneous attempts should 
also be made to locate resistance to diseases Other 
wise during the course o f screening fo r yield the 
resistance may be lost fo r ever Therefore su<-h 
materials should be collected and appropriated free 
of charge for preservation m gene banks and fo r use 
in plant breeding (especially vegetable breeding) 
programmes

Vegetable breeders (especially m developed 
countries) are actively engaged in the evolution of 
resistant varieties A number o f virus resistant lines 
have been located in vegetables like cucumber musk 
melon watermelon pumpkin squash tom ato peas 
beans onion cabbage and cau liflow er The United 
States Department o f Agriculture and the University of 
Wisconsin have made thumbing success in releasing 
cucumber varieties w ith  m ultip le disease resistance 
(MDR) Cucumber varieties Wisconsin 2757 Wiscons

2843 and Wautoma have resistance against 
nine diseases (scab mosaic virus bacterial w ilt 
fusarium w ilt angular leaf spot target leaf soot 
anthracnose powdery m ildew and dow ny m ildew)

By releasing vegetable varieties resistant to 
diseases the rate of application o f fungicides and 
insecticides (to  control the vectors o f virus diseases) 
has reduced tremendously in the developed countries 
Conversely in our country irrational use of pesticides 
especially fo r vegetable crops is common The farmers 
sell not only the vegetables but the residual 
uhemials too  1

Virus resistance breeding has not made much 
headway in our country even though indigenous 
genetic resources are available Scientists o f the IAR1 
New Delhi has located CGMMV resistance in the 
sem dessert forms o f Cucumis me/o viz Phoot 
Kachri etc Success is also reported from Parbhani 
(Maharashtra) Ludhiana (Punjab) and Hessaraghatta 
(Karnataka) m evolving resistant lines in bhindi to 
okra mosaic virus (OMV)

In Kerala vegetable cu ltiva tion is not only a 
source o f income but a source ol employment to a 
vast m ajority  of our rural unemployed youth also 
Ip this context it  is high time tha t we formulated 
research programmes fo r evolution o f genetically 
resistant vegetable varieties particularly against virus 
diseases C ultivation of such varieties w ould  be 
cheap and environmentally safe
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POETIC TWILIGHT

FAILURE

What does man say for a seven letter word ?

Seven headed dragon squeezing with its legs 

The innocent flesh optimistic at mind 

Mistook for fate side by side both shouid go—

To complete the deep valley of a mountaneous peak 

Never has a man escaped from its squelches 

Shudder the strongest bones and teeth 

Ouite perplesxed quite exhausted—

Paining deep paining heap

Longing for renewal thirsting for survival

Steps put next deep ditches in succession

Too tired worn out fail to climb out
Still blaming her sister's cousin looking for next

The poor created to suffer The—

Tran quilety full of errors, full of dilemma 

Stay helpless left stupified eyes wider—

To refurbish rebuff abridge a zephyr

LONELY SOUL

Alone let my mind wander into a world 

Where no day and night come wider and wild 

Still only silent breeze soothing ones own mind 

Beyond the reach of fleshy mark, made for aid 

Brim of which is death where 

Alone soul survives live infinite

I wonder What it is and how it is ?

The lonely life of a kindered soul

— ELSY A UG U STIN E
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Watershed Planning 
and Management □ 
Need of an Effective 
Extension Service in 
Kerala

Dr G B PILLA!

The concept of watershed planning and develop 
ment has o f late become a thrust area for thought 
and discussion among planners policy makers and 
administrators in th e ^ o n t r y  In the exercises for 
organizing agricultural panning based on agro 
limatic features the watershed concept has assumec 

a crucial role Watershed planning and management 
have become important ar»as in training and develop 
ment programmes throughout the country S till it s 
astonishing to  find  tha t functionaries in the various 
d^p 'opm en t departments o f tne State are not 
adequately educated on the watershed concept It is 
true that soil and moisture conservation is an important 
aspect of watershed managemenr programme but 
not the whole of it

WATERSHED
Watershed is a geo morphological en tity  having 

a defined area draining into a common ou tle t I t  is 
the land area from  which surface water drains to a 
single outlet A watershed is bounded by a ridgeline 
and forms one independent land un it fo r surface 
hydrology This is a natural un it fo r designing and 
implementing practices fo r resource development anc 
integrated land use management Streams draining 
the area can be monitored periodically for assessing 
the impact of com m unity level changes in land use 
and other management practices

The inherent potentia l of land a id  water resources 
in a particular watershed area is governed by a set of 
factors such as geologic base topography soil 
characteristics present I and use and socio economic 
aspects besides climate An optimum interaction 
among the factors can be observed w ith in  a water 
shed and can be employed specially for proper u tili 
sation o f land and water resources to optim se 
production of food fibre fodder and fuel and to 
prevent degradation o f land or wastage o f water

The im portant reasons for using watershed as a 
un it fo r resource development and management are
1 Integrated land use planning

Watershed management takes into account 
land capability of d iffe ren t categories of land Since 
a typical watershed may include lands suitable for 
normal cropping trees pastures etc the integral land 
use plans could be conveniently developed

2 Assessment of hydrologic problems and eva u 
ation of corrective measures

Soil and water losses could be monitored con 
vemently on watershed basis by stream and reservoir 
gauqing techniques or by installation of flumes and 
recorders This helps in assessing the seriousness of 
the hydrologic problem impact o f corrective measures 
and efficiency o f water resources management

3 Co-ordinated interfarm and intra farm 
development

Since d ifferent parts of a watershed are treated 
as inter linked components of a single hydrogic un it 
the inte farm and intrafarm  development activities can 
be planned and executed in a Co ordmated manner

Steps in w atershed P lanm rg

The steps involved in watershed planning are

1 Preparation o f base maps for carrying o u t 
surveys

2 Reconnaissance survey of the watershed for 
overall development

3 Assessing rainfall characteristics

4 Preparation of soil maps and classification of 
lands fo r d ifferent uses according to  capability 
fo r agriculture forestry pasture horticu lture
etc



5 Preparation of inventory of existing land use 
and farm sizes

6 Appraisal of agricultural production patterns and 
potentials and group action arrangements

7 Carrying out topographic and hydrologic surveys 
for engineering

8 Geo hydrological survey to delineate areas suit 
able for ground water development

9 Formulation of an integrated time bound plan 
for land and moisture conservation ground 
water recharge development of productive and

protective afforestation agriculture production 
grass lands and horticulture

10 Assigning of priorities for the implementation of 
the project

11 Assessing social costs and benefits

D e linea tion  o f w atersheds

A macro watershed can be sub divided in to sub 
watersheds micro watersheds and mini watersheds 
Aerial photographs topo sheets etc are used for 
watershed delineation besides survey method

W atershed  de linea tions  and c o d if ic a t io n  on a ll Ind ia  basis

Category of Size ranges Base mapscale
Hydrologic unit (lakh ha)

i Size ranges and probable 
base map scales for 
delineation

1 Regions 270 1130 Index Map (1 10 mil)
2 Basins 30 300 1 4 mil to 1 6 mil
3 Catchments 10 50 1 1 or smaller
4 Sub catchments 2 10 1 1 mil and 1 250 000
5 Watersheds 0 5 - 2 1 250 000 and

1 50 000

II Further Sub division of 
watersheds

(Operational sizes for 
agricultural purpose)

1 Sub watersheds
2 M tlli watersheds
3 Micro watersheds 
3 Mini watersheds

10 000 50 000 ha 
1 0 0 0  1 0  0 0 0  

100 1 000
1 1 00

1 50 000
1 15 000
1 8 000
1 4 000 or larger

Approximately 4200 watersheds have been identi 
fied throughout the country for integrated develop 
ment Development of Agriculture on watershed 
basis has gained momentum in many states of India 
Watershed management is a continuous programme 
and requires the effective co ordination of many 
development agencies

In te rfa rm  im provem ents in W atersh ed  
M an ag em en t

The interfarm improvements possible in water 
shed management are

1 Erosion control through integrated use of
mechanical measures and land use planning

2 Run o ff collection storage and use
3 Run off control and drainage improvements in 

an area
4 Ground water recharge and exploitation
5 Diverting run off and seepage from upper regions

to protect lower regions
Changes in cropping patterns water manage 

ment tillage fertilizer management etc are some of 
the intra farm improvements in watershed manage 
ment



Watershed concept m o st su ited  fo r K era la

The State is blessed by tw o  monsoons the Sout^ 
west and North east con triou tm g  to a to ta l precipita 
tion of 3300 mm per annum Due to the undu la ting  
terrain o f the land unsc ien tific  soil and water mana 
gement and typical soil characteristics Kerala suffers 
from the hazards o f Severn erosion frequent flood 
and drought situations If the available w ater resource^ 
are properly managed th rough appropriate watershed 
management techniques the hazards C a n  be reduced 
to a considerable extent The soil conservation un it 
of the State Departm ent o f A gricu ltu re  has made ar 
initial a ttem pt to d iv ide  the S tate in to  151 sub w ater 
sheds a rd  960 m icro watersheds M ore deta iled steps 
for identifica tion  ana aelineation o f the m icro w ater 
sheds and mini watersneds are ye t to  be taken (The 
size range o f m icro watersheds has not been fina l! 
fixed by the State Department)

The C on stra in ts

The soil and w ater conservation activ ities in  tne 
State have a trad itiona l look at present Though there 
are d iffe ren t agronom ic agrosto log ic engineering 
and agroforestry technologies in soil conservation 
only contourbund ing  w ork  is w ide ly  practised in 
Kerala As a result many cnange agents have a w rong 
notion that contour Dunding is the on ly effective soi 
and water conservation practice Tne on ly soil con 
servation research station at K o n n  has no t so far 
come ou t w ith  any substantia l co n tr iou tion  towaras 
soil and w ater conservation research Tne fie ld  s ta ff 
of the soil conservation un it a t grassroot level are 
not trained in the d iffe ren  practices o f soil and water 
conservation and watershed management There is a 
lack o f awareness among the functionaries on w ater 
shed planning and watershed development There was 
no efforts to educate the farmers on th is ln °  Not 
even a mini watershed has been adequately taken up 
by the State so fa r fo r adopting watershed manage 
ment programme in its to ta lity  perspective whereas 
Karnataka and o ther Governments have already com 
menced im plem entation of programmes in a few  
selected watershed developm ent pro jects

Unified extension service in Kerala fo r  
watershed m anagem ent

Due to rigours in the various steps fo r processing 
the soil and w ater conservation schemes as per the 
provisions of the Kerala Land Development Act 1964 
and also due to  paucity o f funds the soil conserva 
tion unit of the State Departm ent o f A g ricu ltu re  could 
take up soil and w ater conservation w orks on ly  in

about 90 000 hectares o f land leaving the major 
portion o f the state unprotected By fo llo w in g  the 
existing po licy  o f the departm ent a to ta lity  develop 
m ent o f the scheme areas was not possible Extension 
e ffo rts  on lo w  cost technolog ies were inadequate 
even in the com pleted scheme areas The activities 
are to  be taken up in th °  State w ith  m icro watershed/ 
m ini watershed as the basic un it fo r overall develop 
ment An e ffic ien t extension strategy has to  be devi 
sed fo r educating the farmers and impa t irg  regular 
tra in ing  to the change agents in watershed manage 
m ent A un ified  extension service is very much requi 
red fo r watershed developm ent activ ities n  Kerala

It is in th is  context tha t a service organisation 
(Soil conservation O fficers Union Kerala) has sub 
m itted to  the State Goverment and other authorities 
a viable p ro jec t fo r o rgaris ing  a soil and w ate r con 
servation extension service in Kerala under the 
D irectorate o f Soil Conservation

The sa lien t fe a tjre s  of the pro ject are

a) E ffic ien t and regular tra in ing system fo r the 
sub assistants Ju n io r Soil Conservation O fficers and 
h gher level o ffic ia ls  in soil and water conservation 
and Watershed management

b) Organising tra in ing  fo r con tact farmers non 
contact farmers o f the micro watersheds

c) Establishing a planning m onitoring and 
evaluation cell in the D irectorate o f Soil Conservation

d) P roviding inter sectoral linkages among the 
sister organisations fo r the development of the water 
sheds

e) A sh ift from  dependancy on the budget 
resources to  tha t o f in s titu tiona l finance

f)  Form ation of watershed Development Com 
m ittees fo r every mini watershed com prising o f the 
Sand owners as its members to fac ilita te  group manage
m ent

g) A m ulti step flo w  of innovations in the d iffu  
sion process

h) Phasing o f the activ ities fo r watershed 
management and to get W orld Bank assistance

The porject envisages a new  extension system 
fo r taking up more e ffec tive ly  the soil and w ater con 
servation activ ities and also o ther aspects o f the



watershed development programme in Kerala It also 
envisages regular m onitoring and evaluation o f the 
proposed watershed management activ ities Another 
attraction o f the project is possible employment pote 
ntial for about 425 agricultural graduates during the 
beginning of Phase III o f the project (1994)

Conclusion

Little awareness at social and po litica l level of 
the existence and seriousness o f the threat and 
danger of soil erosion consequent degradation of 
environment and its social and economic conseque 
nces w ith respect to the quality of life  is a problem 
in Kerala Scientific management o f watersheds for 
the to ta lity  development of the area w ill be possible 
only if all the farmers in the respective micro water 
sheds co operate and aim at the group goal While 
the change ageets and the farmers are being educated 
in matters relating to scientific  management of water

shed It is of equal importance tha t the p o lit ic ia n ' 
social workers and pohoy makers are also educated 
on th is new technology

The watershed development programme (WDPt 
is not a mere soil water conservation or forestry 
programme but a programme to increase the overall 
productivity of a given area dependent on rainfall 
The launching of Phot schemes one in each district 
in Karnataka in 1984 to utilise the new lj intioduced 
watershed technology for development o f rainfed 
areas should have been an eye opener to use As it is 
the only way to increase production from rainfed land 
and in turn to improve the socio econom ic co n d itio n ' 
o f the rural poor change in this direction is inevitable 
An effective extension service w ith  special emphasis 
on regular tra in ing visits monitoring and evaluation 
s imperative fo r taking up the noble cause o f  water 
shed n anagement in the State Q
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E N \ IR O N \ D N T 4 L  D E G R A D A T IO N  
AND A G R IC L L T U R 4 L  S T A G N A T IO N  
IN KERALA

K P rCannan K Pushpangadan

One of the im portant factors responsible for the 
deline n agricultural productiv ity  in our view relates 
to the environamental cnanges taking place in Kerala 
We hypothesize tha t the environm ental degndatio  
that have become more manifest and acute since the 
mid seventies has resulted in an over all dec ine n  
agricultural productivity The most important element 
of this environmental degradation is the one relating 
to deforestation and the consequent adverse changes 
in micro climate water ava ilab ility  and soil erosion

Deforestation in Kerala is rooted in the commer 
cial exp lo ita tion r f  its natural resources under colonial 
rule But in the subsequent period the pressure o f 
increasing population seem to have accelerated this 
process which started around the forties However the 
linkage between population pressure and deforesta 
tion does not seem to be a straight forward one In 
our viev state policy played a crucial role m the pace 
ana manner o f deforestatio i

Here we do not intend to go in to the history of 
the socioeconomic process leading to large scale 
deforestation some o f which are already documented 
What we w ould  emphasize is the fact that the area 
under forests in Kera'a estimated at 44 percent of the 
total geograohical area in 1905 (i e around 17 120 
sq kms) declined to 27 per ent (around 10 720 sq 
kms) i r  1965 and to 17 percent (around 6 620 sq 
kms) in 1973 and to between 7 and 10 percent (i e 
between 3 100 and 3 900 sq kms) in 1983 (Chatto 
padh/ay S 1985) Suer an alarming decline in area 
is tne result of a cumulative process o f a number of 
trends all o f which a e s till at large m Kerala These 
are (i) the process of en roachment of forest areas by 
powerful rural interests who have successfully made 
use of a large army of land poor and land hungry 
peasants (ii) the clear fe lling o f large areas of forests

by the government fo r a number ef projects such as 
irrigation and e lectric ity plantations (including those 
fo r rehabilitation of refugees and ex servicemen) 
(Prasad et a M 9 7 8  Nair et al 1986) and (in) the 
illegal fe lling  of trees and indiscrim inate plundering of 
forest resources by private interests mainly timber 
contractors

In the once dense natural forest areas of the 
present loukki and Wynad districts the scene is one 
of denudation o f large areas resulting in a perceptible 
change in the micro environment Rainfall has been 
declining during the last decade as it is f r Kerala as 
a vhole and the people have experienced shortage 
oi vater in ponds ana wells and reservoirs Tempera 
ture has been rising slow lv Absence of forest cover 
nas resulted in land slides and soil erosion The latter 
has been accelerated by the introduction o f such 
crops as tapioca in slopes and h illy  areas In sum the 
absence o f adequate forest cover in an undulating 
topography w ithou t adequate soil or water manage 
m ert m ight have resulted in declining productiv ity so 
much so a process of laterization seem to have set in 
11 some o f the high range areas A te lling illustration 
of th is process in th e ldu kk i d is tric t has recently been 
documented in a report on the land use survey (GOK 
La d Use Board 1983) Soil tests conducted there in 
selected locatio is  (Devikulam Idukki and Ayyappan 
kail) reveal a laterite number of close to or more than 
5n A laterue number o f 50 and above is considered 
a congenial atmosphere for laterization provided other 
conditio is  are suitable In terms of the problem o f soil 
erosion 42 per cent of the cultivable area (excluding 
cardamom) in Idukki d istrict (i e 88 390 hectares) 
nave been identified as requiring immediate soil con 
servation measures Of these 23 per cent of the total 
cultivated area (i e as high as 48 600 hectares) 
iave been identified as firs t priority area which 

means—

Severely eroded cultivated areas wheie  soil con 
servation measures regardless of cost am an urgent 

ecessity and the areas which are most vulnerable to 
erosion due to slope and la ^  of vegetation or faulty 
cultural practices (GOK Land Use Board 1 983 17)

Apart from deforestation the other important as 
oect of environmental deg adation relates to  problems



in low  lying areas as a result o f the counter produ 
ctive nature of the w ater contro l pro jects The prime 
example is tha t of the Kuttanad region (com prising 
52 000 hectares o f area under paddy) where the exis 
ting  water contro l projects far from a llev ia ting  profc 
blems have contributed to  an ecological crisis leading 
to the unchecked and widespread g row th  of acquabc 
weeds in fe rtility  of the soil and lack of proper drain 
age of paddy fie lds (see Kannan K P 1979) La 
areas have therefore been put ou t o f the second p-'dav 
crop Problems o f water logging a id related issue 
continue to hinder agricu ltura l p roduc tiv ity  m otne 
low lying areas such as the Kole lands (in Trichur di 
tr ic t) and in Ponnam (Malapouram d is tr ic t;

T ie  t'a rd  aspect o f envi onm e ita l deg adatio 
has arisen out o f w  i it  n a y  ce ailed °x te n a l j  iocs 
Whether fo 3st cove is a s .i f  le ♦ cond itm  f 
rainfall or w hether the t -vo ar sXc!us re ly  rela eu is a 
subject beyond oar compete e to  c o m m t  Wh I 
some m3te plogists do o t o In ve  i n  on to o r 3 
correspondence bet e e  o i  or tat on and 10 soo 
failure they adm it tl at de i d u t o n  o f  f o r e  t iv  
may ca » e  i o c i I var io  i a d a b e  ha ft  
many other wa s (e g Jos"o  P i 987

But the fact remains tha d s^l fo  °s tad m i  H e  
Idukki ind  W ynad have recorded mucn high r ns v •> 
as mo e spreadover ra nfa I in the past say t * 2 
years ago But t im e  has b^en the ohenomer on o f 
declini g ra in fa ll experienced th roughout Kerala in h<= 
I?1-* de a le  More particu la rlv  daring the s ixt s ° -  
was n i t  a s ino le  year wh i the mdum o i r  o t i  
rainfall was 2o per en t o n  o 3 a s ituation o f 
type of drought as deho^d by the National Co i i 
ssion on Agricu ltu re  Ho v°ver duri 10 trie sevo i f e 
there v\ as tw o  years w h°n  th» de f me cy i n n  fab 
was mo e than 25 p n  cent In the f rst s i x y e j r s o t  
the eighties there have already been tw o  year w it 
very de fic ient ra infa ll (inc lud ing  1982 w ith  52 and 
1986 w ith  41 0o) causing a s itua tion  o f severe drough 
(includ ng crop losses) And 1937 was also a d ro jg h r 
year which recorded 43 0 defic iency n  ra in fa ll d jrrn g  
the South West monsoon and 67 „ de fic iency dunnc 
tha No th East monsoon

In fac t the mean ra infa ll shows a declin ing  
tendency since the sixties As Table 1 shows the mean 
ra n fa ll during the e ighties (1980  to  1986) was less 
than tha t o f the seventies w hich was less than that of 
the sixties A t the same tim e the va riab ility  (i e 
i itens ity  o f year to  year flu c tu a tio n s ) has been me 
reasing as seen in the figures o f the coe ffic ien t of 
\  ariation

A t th is stage it is no t possible to  ta lk about a w  
i  “ cise link  between environm ental degradation 
ra nfa ll defic iency and declin ing a g ricu P urJ  perfo 
r in ce  sinc° this calls fo r a detailed analysis taking 

o accoun the seasonal variations in ra in fa l1 and 
imoact on icdm dua l crops and egions However  a 

st dv (M e he Homj V M 1980) using 12 d f f t re n t 
m atic cr H r a (six measuring annua! ra n fa l and six 
asurico t ie  lum ber o f rainy davs in a y^a ) tc 
a are J a  lonship b u t A e e n  defora tat an and 

ra fa ll i r  if  e r°n t lo ca tio rs  in the iv es te r  G lats 
is  revea d that h rge r d°fo  esteH area larger 
as th e  au^be  o f clinaatic n t Q a shown g a dimm 
ng trend V lunnar in Idukki a is tn r t was one of the 

ocations i r  th is  study and it qua! tied on 11 out of 
3 12 criteria One of the im o o rtm t ^o r usions 
p study was t i t  aefo estation per ■= does, no t se°m 

n e d u c e  tl e +o+al annual prec ta or bu  i t  reduces 
e number o f ram ly days Th re s t-h0 for reason 

a ough to ben n to  take a ser ot s v ew o f he I rkage 
between e viroam ental dograaat j  H ar cuiarly 
d foresto or ) and the dismal p fo n c  of ao cul 
j  e since d seventies

Table 1 and V a rnb il t /  n f Rai full ra a
17o0 1985 

1960 c9 1 970 980 35

H a n  (i 
StJ cvi
C ■J

on Agr 
c<o o atory 
^ nent 

vandiun 
long t me

2973 8 
49c z

1 j  8

u-11 3 
455 7 

7 6

2356 4 
516 1

2 I 9
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Crying birds w ere  flying
Celling all their relatives
They w ere in sorrow
T ie  lost the sw eet bread of their life'

Removing the w indow  cloth 
Removing the fear and—
Regaining the strength I —
Rushed my eyes to the west 1

Scattered around were the clouds 
Sun light w as coming to its end 
Revealing the uncovered 
Secrets of life

There s a belief th a t—
Everyone w ill show  

_ _ _  _  his maximum power
C A l V  H E  D I E  Towards the end of his life

So I assumed this much 
Shining person—

JJ^4kJJ S  W You the beloved of plants and a imals
Soo 1 w ould die ?

/o u  have born on the top o f the tree 
On that morning in the east 1 
Place of birth of only a few  coincides w it r  

Th® place of death I So you would d t  in the wpst

I sa v  the fishermen coming back 
in their little boats 

I thought it the end of my life  
I c r ' d  out mother t and I wished 
To oe w ith  her w hen I die 1

o day I know the truth 
After learning
T he chapters of science hat 
’’"he sun never cues



THE HAUNTING  
LONELINESS

She sat in her room gazing ou t in to  the dark 
n ight Her eyes seemed to be searching f o r a  ray of 
1 igh t in the engulfing darkness She was alone a 
lonely soul in the world of m illions

She tried to curb her thoughts but her mind 
wandered away Images of her fam ily—doting  parents 
a loving brother floated up in her memory Sne was 
the aople of the ir eyes the darling of their life  She 
had never fe lt the need of anything in life  They 
catered to eacn every of her whims and fancies

To her that life is a past dream She couldn t 
and w ouldn t live up to their expectatons They w il 
be disappointed w ith her

Her present college life was a daze It all appea 
red as a hazy dream now She had many fnends sho 
was outgoing and vivacious Fveryone admired her 
v ivacity  but nooody could really please her Beneath 
her vivacity she was often a lonely soul She w ith  
drew in to  her shell whenever someone came reafiy 
close Everyone loved her but she loved them in h^r 
own special wav But no one undderstood her Friends 
started d rifting  away She could find ro  fau it w ith  
her behaviour

She shuddered thinking of her life She closed 
h°r eyes t ghtly  as if to  s iu t  o rf all memories of life

The lonely tw itte r of a bird made her open her 
eyes The dawn of a new day was breaking out in the 
horizon The loneliness o f her life came up again She 
drew a deep breath and got up from the chair

This was life  She had to  go on someday Some 
where she m ight reach the desued goal T ill than it 
was a lonely journey

For her

Annie Abraham



JOURNEY

A m ist o f vagueness all over the veins 
some meek voids are w ishing to get filled up

My journey the continuation of time
differences changing differences
they were the only gifts

Thirsty and weak my legs moved 
w ith o u t the normal rythms—

Oceans forests deserts cities and villages 
all fu ll w ith  the brightness of life

The shores leaving the footsteps of strangers 
smiled at me and waved w ith  bare hands 
the shore and the oceans always 
appeared I Re friends 
their minds w ith  bubbles of anauisb love 
on the brim

*

My clothes turned to ags 
smelling rums
My S K in  white w ith  salts of th irs t 
bleeding fee t stained the pam

Searching for destiny 
far far away
beyond the horizon

W ithou t bonds love or hatred 
alone under the w ide sky 
in a valley chilled w ith  silence

To murmur w ith  life s faces 
To clad the freedom o f ruined life— 
To smile at everyth ing—to  everyone 1

A m tha Kum ari P



Consciousness 
in Dreams

R ajesw an  S R

Drearr s are something w hich one seems to  see 
o l  m g  sleep or is the state of m ind in w h ich  th ings 
go ina around one seems unreal Even after waking 
we may be doubtfu l whether our dream was a reality
0 not especially if you happen to  fa ll asleep in 
our class and do not remember the circumstances in 
ftihich sleep came un til your name is being called out 

by t ie  eacher W hile dreaming we are nearly always 
convinced tha t we are awake and in many cases real 
tx u t r  ences have been mistaken for dream

As a rule in our sleep all kinds o f events seem to 
happen w hich in our w aking hours we know  to be 
ic poss ble Af  th is instance I remember o re  n ight 
mare w hich I m ight have areamt because o f A H prac 
t ca1 v. ass where the teacher used to explain all sorts
1 si rgical experiments on pool animal s Truely 

peaku g they are done not fo r the animal s sake bu t
ly as a means fo r human happiness Here in the 

p fina l year students took  the place of an im als 
arc re  operation was tha t those w ho wanted to 
complete B Sc (Ag ) must chop ou t the ir fingers 
j j s t  like nemesis A fte r a w h ile  I happened to  have 
ost n y^elf to the great alarm o f teacher calling out 

my r 0me hoarsly to  u dergo the operation Just 
tnen a gentlerouch of reality resounded in my heart I 

isintegrated and found myself w ith  all my fingers 
uite a lrigh t

Sometimes dreams do have a fee ling of vonder 
as he r strange experiences Nor can we Say tha t the 

p oral reasons loses all con tro l in our sle°o n 01 p 
s jc h  occassion my room  mate areamt that her almirah 

the hostel was los’ in the Thiruvallam  market and 
s e e  as struggl ng to  ge t back to  the room and she 

an k eked poor me ly ina  next to her

When dieam is connected w ith  an external 
a jses it is often possible to trace some resemblence 

oe ween the cause and e ffect The sound of a w h is tle  
from  m ilk cook<=r heard at the m om ent o f aweknmg 
r  ay vr ake us from  a long dream of a continued strug 
a e to  catch a tra in at the po in t o f start Reasons has 
oeen known to  do good w ork tn dreams There are 

srcumstances when we hostlers had been solving in 
our sleep sta tistics problems tha t we had vam iy 
nuzzled over when were awake

A ll the facts that have been considered show 
tha t dreams are very d iffe ren t from  conscious life  and 
i s extrem ely d if f ic u lt  clearly to define in w hat way 
’ he difference occurs
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Evolutionary trends of the College of Agriculture Vellayani 
A Teachers Perspective

DR S T M ERCY

It was August 1965 when I joined the Botany 
department of the A gricu ltura l College and Research 
Institute as its newest and youngest lecturer The 
institute then appeared to me as any other Govern 
ment College except tha t it had research and exten 
sion activities The College was contained in the 
two main buildings Facing each other w ith  the 
extension and plant pro tection  buildings bank and 
hospital P G hostel and main ladies hostel all being 
part o f the future There were only tw o other lady 
teachers Dr Mary K George Jr Professor of my own 
department and Smt K Panka akshi Amma senior 
lecturer of chemisti There was a traditional B Sc 
(Ag) course w ith  about 50 students oer class and 
post graduate programmes were present in five 
departments only There was a fine sense o f values 
and the Professor w is  a figure o f awe and d ign ity  to 
even the jum o s ta ff members w h ile  the Principal was 
just less than God Almicmty Ana ta<ing second year 
crop botany was a serious business

How were things then7 Very d iffe ren t indeeu 
thankyou 1 Tor o re  thinci there were only a handful 
of girl stuoei to in each class and synapsis between 
non homologues Was a rare phenomenon A t least 
not obviously so Not that I am trying to pontificate 
Ik c  ar old fashioned boor or a dog in the manger But 
it seems to me tha t all th ings should have a proper 
persoective done w ith in  the lim its of dec* cy a a 
dignity w ith  a time and place fo r everything

As the degree progiamme was in the traditional 
system each subject ran for one fu ll year and this 
lead to the develooment of a close association and 
i ncerstanding between the teacher and the student 
Even after the course was over a teacher w ouldn t 
pass a student w ith o u t a smile nor w ould  a student 
keep on s itting  as if a passing teacher is an invisible 
apparition The student teacher relations were a 
healthy medium of mutual a ffection  and respect >n 
the college bus the student did no t compete to pusn 
their teachers o ff Probably the existance of sessional 
marks was a powerful incentive i

With the inception o f the trimester system things 
started changing The system is concieved w ith  plenty 
of advantages fo r the student and w ould be perfect

if both students and teachers are systematic serious 
unbiassed and committed to their duties Now the 
sincerety and comm itment have been lost The 
students seem to  have short term goals During the 
duration of the course the teacher is all powerful but 
once the trimester is over the students get over not 
only the course but also the teacher Both categories 
don t seem to  give o hoot about each other There 
aopears to be a communication gap and this shouldn f 
be so

In the course of the past 24 years of my service 
here the College has made great strides in grow th 
w ith  more build ings degree programmes students 
and sta ff This being basically a teaching institute 
the emphasis given here is primarily on teaching The 
students learn much more now The tra in ing progra 
mmes and extension activ ities are no doubt producing 
a commentable impact on the agricultural public of 
he state Long sighted planning o f authorities has 

pnharced the job opportunities fo r the agricultural 
graduates so much tha t ge tting  an admission fo r 
agri ulture is now a th ing of prime prestige This to 
me is the best part o f the evo lu tion o f the college

Some experiences are unforgettable It is 1965 
a id  I am on my first all India our w ith the second 

eai studei ts In Pangalore we were forced to spend 
a night in a low  grade hotel where there were some 
unsavoury charecters about So the entire night some 
o f the boys kept v ig il m fron t of our laaies room 
pld/rng cards w ith  an open pen knife on the table 
Ae  were touc ted The funniest aspect of this was 
r at those were the very same boys who were the 

i^ f  n n  of the group 1

Then in 1976 I had the opportunity to spend an 
hour to ta lk to  an ind iffe ren t boy o f my class w ho 
had obvious potential This changed his attitudes so 
much tha t he recovered and went on to do his post 
graduation and is now an illustrous member o f his 
cam m um t/ This has given me a lot of pleasure

M y most th rilling  experence undoubtedly was 
w atching my favourite  post graduate student 
K Kishore Kumar during the 1980 annual sports day 
w inn ing  the relay race for his team and the individual 
championship fo r himself against all odds1 It was such



an ex iting  race tha t I wasn t even aware th a t too  va 
shouting  and ! s t i l l  remember the pride I fe l t  wh«n he 
b rough t the trophy over o show

A ll o ld  stories? N o t at all R ecently  a fi la l ye 
student Sreekumar S can e up to  me in the corr do

to  discuss an in trica te  aspect in th» regu la tion  of 
gene ac t on way beyond the scope o f the  undergra 
duate gene tics  course w h ich  he had taken an year 
ago I t  is the chance to  inspire such in te res t in a 
s tu d e n t th a t makes teaching a pleasure
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Rem iniscences o f an A lum nus
S Ba f ak r  s h n a n

An In s titu tio n  is the Lenghthened Shadow  o f one M an (R vV Emerson)

I came to  the  C ollege o f A g ricu ltu re  VeKa a i 
es a B Sc (Ag ) s tuden t in 1962 A t th a t tim e th n 
farm offm e was in a small b u ild in g  s itua ted  in fro  t 
o f t ie  o re se rt b u ild ing  o f P lan t P atho logy and Agr 
cultural E ntom ology D epartm ents Th® te lics o f tha t 
farm o ffi ° c">n be se^n even now  as if to  ind ica te  th a t 
v e  can to t  w ipe  ©J all th p traces o* tfm  good or no t 
so good past even i f  w e w  sh ve > m u^h fo r it  Even 
though th °  bu ild in g  o f the  farm  o ffice  was small the 
farm had a i t  o f im portance in the  overall p ic tu re  o f 
the sphme o ac tiv itie s  o f the College o f A g ricu lU  e

We LaQd to  learn the firs t practica l lessons o f 
ploughing in the p lo t in w hm h the  present day tra inee 
hostel is situated Opoosite to  tha t p lougn ing  fie ld  th e n  
was yes there wac a b e a u tifu l m ango orchard and bey 
ond tha t there were number o f guava p lan ts  The ew as  
a good irrigahon system and there w ere w a tm  taps 11 
many points m the farm It is on ly  w ith  a fee ling  o f 
nostalgia I can remember the even ing  w a lks a long t i e  
orchard w h ich  gave en joym ent to  the aesthe tic  as w e ll 
as gus ta to ry  senses The hostel was i im  a large fa m ily  
and the u fe  there was very nice the m em ory o f w h ich  
w ill be cherished fo r ever M a jo r ty  o f the  s tudents 
were f  om very rem ote villages righ t from  Kanya 
kumari up to  Kasaragod The students w ere m ostly  
from  m idd le  class fam ilies  w ith  very much I m ited 
resources to  m eet the  expenses o f the educa tion  I 
remember th a t a t th a t tim e  those students w h o  had 
terry lene sh irts  w ere  considered rich and more so if

they had n o  e t one sh irt O nly one s tuden t in our 
Daich had a m o to  cycle i i his home th a t too  no t fo r 
h 7i bu t fo r  the  use o f his fa the r M any s tuden ts  

se to  wear dho thm s in tne classes also

/  nual cr ^ p e tit io n s  fo i a th le tics  and games w e e 
t r r o o n a i t  and ve y much en joyab le  events A ll these 

ere in e rc lacs co m p e titio n s  in w h ich  fa rlv e lder y 
uOot graduate s tu d e n ts  also pa he la te d  i r  a very 
en thus iastic  manner For c e r ta n  item s tnere w e ie  

o m u n itio n s  be ween s ta ff and student-, and among 
staf f as w e ll ! n 1 9 6 o  o u ra in u a l a t i lc t ic  m e°t was 

3s fo r three fu l l  d a /s  It wan rea lly  lik e  a T estiva l 
f or the s tuden t as ve I as s ta ff Every s tu d e n t part 
c n a  in a t least one item  A ll the members o f the 
s a ff also w ere m he ground  du ring  the  a th le tic  meet 
Event lo u g h  w e d id  no t have a stad ium  in the modern 
sense we had a hockey co u rt (w hen  w e returned 

fte  a m id su m m e r vacation  the foun d a tio n  o f the 
Dost graduate hostel w as la id o u t there in the  hockey 
court) a fo o tb a ll cou rt basket ba ll court and tenn is  
courts  a ll side b /  side There was a tenn is  cou rt 
beside the  w om en s hoste l also a lthough  them  were 
hard ly  ha lf a dozen g ir l s tudents in each batch

D uring  those days there was a b e a u tifu lly  laid 
o u t co llege  garden The co llegs day used to  be a very 
m uch mem orable occasion in w h ich  the  s tuden ts  used 
f o decorate the  road fro m  the  gate  up to  the college 
garden The s tuden ts  and the  s ta ff together used to  
carry the tab les and chairs fro m  the  hoste l room s to



the garden and arrange them around the fountain fo 
the evening tea In the entertainments of the college 
day celebrations many a time the mQmbers of the 
staff also participated very actively

There were hardly about two dozen students who 
used to come from Trivandrum as da / scholars and so 
they were a very much neglected lot among the com 
parativH/ large number of so called hostelers A t that 
time also the classes used to start at 8 00 a m There 
was the system of ring irg  bell after everv hour 
Occasionally the Principal used to come to the clas^ 
and sit on the back bench listening to the classes of 
the teachers The front benchers some times could 
fell the presence of the Principal due to a sudden 
incoherence in the way of talking of some of th° 
less experienced teachers

When I joined the IVI Sc (Ag ) course the sub 
jects for which many students used to apply were

P/ant Pathology and Agricultural Entomology In the 
post graduate class ours was a sort of very informal 
education During the two years of time we had only 
around a dozen theory classes We had to study and 
prepare notes on our own since at that time there 
was external evaluation for the examinations and so 
any thing in the syllabus could be asked in tne exami 
nations

In the whole college at tnattim e there were no 
costly sophisticated items of equipment and of course 
no big research projects But there was very much 
informal friendly and sincere relationship between 
students and between students and many teachers

I do not want to elaborate but I wish very much 
to write a corollary of the quotation given in the 
bigmnmg
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Yonder days

Dr Lekha Sreekantan

Looking back I d rather let my thoughts hover on 
the mirthful titbits that gleam from amidst the stretch 
of tightly scheduled trimesters with announced quiz 
unannoumed quiz midterm practical and final exa 
minations and termpapers and record submissions 

Ten to fifteen years ago the students were made 
of sterner stuff were more funloving and easy going 
and less worried about their grades The balconies in 
the mens hostel were always packed with those who 
did not have classes or those who had simply skipped

them to while away the time watching people who 
went to and from the Library No one went unscathed 
Comments pleasing and unpleasing to the ears were 
often accompained by solo and group songs drum 
beats howls and imitationcries of all sorts of domestic 
and wild life A person newly exposed to these 

orchestra was sure to take fright and run There 
were a few  who were so very addicted to these bal 
cony basking that they used to sit there even in the 
blazing afternoons with their umbrellas open 1 We 
have came a long way from that era The present day 
students are truely a much more polished and refined 
lot that going to the library or anywhere for that



matter does not put a strain on one s nerves
The proxy ' system at rhe time of taking at ten 

dance was quite common in those days as well Taf 
king about it brings to my mind an absent minded 
friend L who always forgot to call out her number 
when the teacher was marking the attendance Her 
number was 33 while mine was 34 Whenever she 
forgot to give her number I had to wait for her to 
come back to earth and by that time the teacher 
would h-ive marked me also absent and passed on to 
the next number To tide over this difficulty I made 
it a point to sit next to her always and give her a 
nudge when it was her turn to give the number This 
scheme proceeded successfully till one day when my 
timing went wrong and I nudged her too early after 
the number 31 No sooner had I done that than L 
shouted out 32 and 32 was the number of KJ a 
male student As the uproar of mirth receded three 
puzzled face stood out The teacher was puzzled as 
to how KJ suddenly developed a female voice K- 
was puzzled as to why L should suddenly take it 
upon her head to proxy for him And L was puzzled 
because she had not get realised what she had dore 
and was wondering what the uproar was all about 

Uniforms used to get lost or mixed up as at 
present They had a very bad habit of disappear ng 
totally or the top was left without the bottom or vire 
versa Only in the first one or two weeks each of us 
would have worn her own dress Thereafter it was a* 
a case of big borrow or steal Soon it used to reacr 
such a state that the very plump ones among us would 
be left holding dresses into which they could never 
aspire to squeeze in and the thin built ones had to go 
to class in very roomy and baggy dresses which could 
accomodate one or two more of the same size

The uniforms were of a very funny pattern in  the 
begimng consisting of a khakhi dress which looked 
like a cross between a churidar and a pathan suit

with a white half sari tied around in kissan style 
We had a nickname for this cantraption- Kalasam 
But after suffering the humiliation of wearing this 
dress for one year along with our junior batch a few 
revolutionaries amidst us switched on to the present 

type of shirts and pants Though in the begimng this 
caused much eyebrows raiaing very soon there was 
nothing let of the old Kalasams in the college

Then there was the reign of terror of unannounced 
quiz for some time It was the vlllian who dashed the 
hopes of many an A grade aspirants Fifteen marks 
weres et apart for this examination and always it was 
thrust upon one when least expected and when one 
was totally unprepared Very often full class rooms 
would suddenly empty in the wink of an eye when 
the teacher picked up the question paper for dictation 
These was always a stampede caused by escapees 
through doors and windows After much tears and 
representations unannounced quiz was abolished and 
thus the present generation is sa\.ed from this Demo 
cles sword

Now my head is slowly gaining dominance on mv 
heart Says my head to my heart It is alright that you 
have let your thonghts go wondering back a little 
But remember now you are a teacher So it is time 
for you to wind this up

But for the last time before I rein in my thoughts 
let me close my eyes and take a look at the Velleyam 
of yonder days The buildings but for the occasional 
facelifts are much the same What flafhes before me 
is How green was my Vellayani once But now 
most of those arborean giants have heaved down and 
died One especially misses the chempaka trees which 
once adorned the entrance to the old ladies hostel in 
floral splendour And those multitudes of pigeons 
and doves that used to make patterns in the sky 
when have they done7 Are they here as much ir 
number as before 7



Campus mosaic



‘LEARNING v
Something that we can't
forget even under the midday sun

The happy lot
for they are n  majority now'

The practical classes - 
we dig, we plant, we irrigate ,we
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NATUR E ITS GLO R Y A N D  PLIGHT

What makes a man gaze w ith j equa! wonder at a 
fu ll flowered garden or at that ferocious but magm 
ficent king o f animals the lion ' These are but some 
o f the marvellous treasures of our w onderful earth 
Nature in all its g lory exists fo r the enlightenm ent o 
man And it survives on the intricate yet delicate 
plan exhibiting interdependence to maintain ecological 
balance It is th is manifestation of nature that makes 
earth so beautifu l and differe i t  from other planets

But today this delicate balance is m dange o 
being upset The successive droughts and floods we 
experience of late is w rought not by ra ture  but b* 
the unscurpulous acts o f man himself Man toda 
has become so m ateria listic that he is not at a I 
concerned w ith  the havoc he is insisting or w ith  the 
bane he is delivering to  his own progeny or least o f 
all w ith the d istruction he is -'u s ng to our wonder 
fu lly  beautiful nature The wanton fe lling  o f trees and 
unplanned exploitation of land and forest hav^ 
drastically changed the clim atic conditions Thetree> 
which now help as w ind breaks causing rainfall 
preventing soil erosion and reducing air pollu tion 
continue to disappear at an alarming pace from tb -  
face of our earth Exploiting them as econon 
resources at the present rate is akin to k illing th ° 
goose that lays golden eggs

The ways o f nature are splendid beyond desc ip 
tion The endless expanse of the ocean the serene 
beauty of a river the thunderous roar o f w aterfa lls 
even the frigh ten ing  onslaught of heavy rains are 
but different manifestations o f simple water trans 
formed by nature in to  m agnific ient forms for man s» 
inspiration The artistry o f nature manifests itse lf in 
various forms inim itable and awe inspiring forms 
varied from low ly grass to the g iant trees from  the 
tiny ants to the m ighty elephant

The inherent system of ecological balance work® 
splendidly in nature but for the interference o f man 
But man has his own selfish and short sighted vision 
He fells the trees fo r wood and paper kills elephants

— Leena K
fo r its tusks k ills  the tiger for its skin and the birds 
fo r shooting practices

It is le ft to us to change this suicidal trend Due 
o the utter stupid ity of man — the wisest o f creatures1 

a ready a great variety o f our liv ing treasure have 
o aen destroyed Examples are far too many The 
^gendary Rhinoceros the Indian Cheetah the Royal 

Falcon and the rare Himalayan Duck are all either 
al eady gone or on the road to extinction

That man has at long last waken up to the 
msending danger is simply clear from the number 

o f societies f i  nds and movements that are mushroo 
^ mg all around the world Nature to d a /h a s  ardent 
and powerfu sympathisers like Prince Philip of 
England presently the president of W orld W ild Life 
Fund Princess Anne also o f England and of late the 

tinatior ,T Green peace movement This is most 
refreshing

Various governments have also waken up to the 
r= ad o f the hour Various laws are being enacted in 
a ' countries tor protection and orese vation o f nature 

s nd environment The likes of Indian Tiger and thm 
tr ! /  magestic Lion may yet survive

But laws by themselves are not enough They 
h a v e  to be observed It is never easy to prompt a 

an to obse ve rules He should ealise the hopeless 
ess o f the situation Only if he is able to foresee 

rbs vast rainless lands or floods and heavily pollu 
: >0 atmosphe s do we have any hope o f saving 
ourselves Because if nature perishes man w ill have 

o option bu t to fo llow  suit
So let us do our part Plant trees do not fell t 

E i|o y  the natural habitat do not destroy it Educate 
others on the bounties o f nature A lways remember 
v a owe much to nature and much more to the future 
o f our unborn children

' - -N K  IT OVER
When man k ills  a tiger

he calls it  a game 
When tiger k ills  a man

he calls it ferocious
—G B shaw— 
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Dr S T M e rcy

It all started when the doctor to ld my husband 
t*-at he should not drive T ill then I was a happy 
fro n t seat passenger enjoying the views w hile my 
husband drove me around quite effortlessly it 
seemed Not tha t I myself was new to  the business 
of driving! | pad done quite a b it of driving abroad 
but it was an autom atic vehicle in which the intricate 
maneuvering of clutch accelerator brake complex 
and gear sh ifts  were to ta lly eliminated S till I thought 

driv ing is driv ing whether automatic or not May 
be it is not as easy as learning genetics but who is 
afraid of i t7

Well I w ill not go in to  the details of the process 
o f acquiring a driv ing  licence here in Trivandrum 
Suffice to say tha t I did acquire it and thus started 
my driving career It soon became apparent that I 
was not a born driver—you know the species that 
can touch the wheel and make it obey And soon 1 
found that an incom petent driver w ith  no confidence 
and a dilapidated old car make a combination that 
can create deadly and o ften  hilarious situations 
And it is all humbug when they te ll you that you 
learn as you drive on and your craw ling around w ill 
improve w ith experience No s ir1 N o1

W ith a pointed lack o f interest to advertise the 
standard o f my driv ing we ruled out g iv ing lifts  to 
friends and relatives on the way as it involved 
stopping and restarting the car at all kinds o f places 
As soon as I saw a bus in fron t I would automatically 
slow  down w ith  a fei vent hope that if I went on 
creeping it w ou ld  go away However more and 
more buses w ould  overtake me and worse still, 
some of them w ould start pushing from  behind too 
As our route to  college is part of the national high 
way I soon became a regular sight on the road 
Some bus and lorry drivers quickly learned to 
lecogmse the car from  far away and there developed 
a fine game o f catch and push The bus would start 
chasing horn blaring and w ould pass me only to 
stop just ahead at a bus stop Usually there would 
be another bus parked on the other side and I would 
brake hard try ing to adjust clutch and accelerator 
the wheel trem bling between anxious fingers M ost 
o f the time the car would stall If  I do succeed in 
clearing the bus and moving ahead the bus would 
rush up after me again doing pom pom pom



I t  was on one o f such chases that I was forced 
to give Prof P R a l if t  I was creeping up the 
junction at Thiruvallam and Prof P R jumped out 
in fron t waving his hand M y husband shouted 
'brake brake' and I braked hard and downed gea 

avoiding a cart in fro n t and a bus coming dow n the 
opposite side In the hullabolloo the car climbed 
into a rubble heap deposited by our PWD in antici 
pation o f repairing the road in the next five yea 
plan Mean w hile Prof P R all innocent o f theae 
complications got in to  the back seat and gave me 
the green signal to  proceed Okay let us go 
But I couldn t go as I had not yet mastered the art 
of restarting the car on an assent In addition to 
causing a tra ffic  jam this incident yielded one 
good lesson It cured Prof P R from  the notion of 
getting a l if t  from me Now if he sees me coming 
he looks the other way

Avoiding a crisis point is my m otto This is why 
my husband takes over the wheel during the firs t 
and last leg of the daily trips to the college and 
back home Like the baton change in the relay race 
there is a point at Manacaud and Eastfort where a 
crew change is effected and I tak» o ff from duty 
But sometimes things become bad enough necess 
tating my driving non stop to  our home and then 
the situation become fraught w ith  crisis after crisis 
By turning right at Eastfort in to  the powerhouse 
road negotiating the overbri ge junction  is elimi 
nated A t Vazhuthacaud v e  have to turn right in to  
the cotton h ill school road and usually there is such a 
queue of vehicles at th is narrow junction all w anting 
to turn right at that point o f time A fter one sucn 
turning during a hea\ 1/ raining day an auto rick

shaw drove up from behind and after signalling 
that I should stop he pulled over and stopped ahead 
w a iting  fo r me to  stop to listen to him I go t so 
flustered that I did no t even know where my brake 
was but fortunate ly my house was close and so I just 
accelerated and escaped into my house1 A fte r this 
episode I prefer to drive on at Vazhuthacaud upto 
Vellayambalam round then turn right leisurely and 
drive back doubling upon my tracks and then turn 
leisurely le ft in to  the cotton hill road Except that 
th is procedure may raise a few  eyebrows my blood 
pressure remains normal

So now  after more than an year of holding the 
wheel and that too daily my son asks Heavens 
aren t you confident yet 7 W hat can I say7 Yesterday 
only I was on the way back roaring up from the 
college gate and in the narrow road just ahead came 
face to  face w ith  our college bus trying to overtake 
a c ity bus Of course I braked and there was nothing 
else to do but to reverse down My husband took 
charge of the situation He instructed me to turn the 
wheel righ t 0  K righ t and then turn le ft A lrigh t 
le ft R ight righ t a lit t le  more now  le ft le ft1 After 
all th is turn ing le ft and righ t m fro n t of interested 
spectators w atching the proceedings my car ended 
up parked d iagonally across the road So I go t out 
and my husband moved over and in a moment turned 
the car and parked it convenently on the side for the 
other buses to pass Where upon I got in started 
the car and roared up again Funny isn t i t 7 wel! 
one of these days I w ill just ask my son to  teach me 
more about the art o f reversing I mean in a more 
sensible manner

S erio u s  Talk

There are some expressions which according o
the author seriously needs redefin ing—

Philosophy — It is something the rich u^e to
convince the rest of us tha t the 
is no disgrace to be poor

Archaeologist— A person whose carrier lies in the 
ruins

Parents — People who bear infants before
teenagers and board newly weds.

Liquor — A drink which makes a man go
straight where the road curves

Racehorse — An animal tha t can take seve ai

— R a jesw a ri S R

thousand people to  a ride at the 
same time

Idealist — A person rvho helos people to be
prosperous

Childre — People who are not allowed to
behave as their parents did at their 
age

Dancing — The art o f pu lling  your feet faster 
than your partner can step on them

Economy — The way o f spending money w ith
out getting fun ou t of it

Expert — A guy w ho helps you to go wrong
w ith  confidence
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W/ih best Compliments  f rom

Oil Palm India Limited
(A  Joint Venture o f the Govt 01 Kerala and the Govt o f India)

PIONEERS IN OIL PALM PLANTATION AND PALM OIL EXTRACTION IN INDIA 
AREA UNDER CULTIVATION 3645 64 HECTARES 

PROPOSING TO EXPAND OIL PALM CULTIVATION 
AMONG PRIVATE FARMERS WITHIN A RADIUS 

OF
30 KM AROUND OUR PLANTATIONS 

OF
TERQOR, CHITHARA AND KLLATHUPLZHA 

Registered Office Plantation at
P B No 53 1 Yeroor Estate
Building No d Quilon District
Ward No 20 2 Chithara Estate,
Old Bazar Quilon District
Aruthuttil Junction 3 Kulathupuzba Estate,
K O T T  A Y M - 1  Quilon District
TELEX 888 202
PHONE 4887 5318 4130

3643IM D ,  Office 
5193) Residence

FACTORY AT
YEROOR ESTATE QUILON DISTRICT

Phone 74627

Saraswathy Enterprises
VADAYAKADE ROAD 
KUNNUKUZHI 
TRIVANDRUM 695 037

Dealers m

Iron &. Steel Samtarv « i  es Water sjooIv fitt? lg Hardware 
Cement & Paints ( Nerolac I C I & Supershelcem) etc

Phone No 70249

ALLIANCE IRON & STEEL

M a rak ad a  R oad, Chalat 

T rivandrum -2 3

Dea e s and Stockists of

M S  ANGLES FLATS ROUNDS AND SQUARES ETC
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M  G. R o ad , P u th e n c h a n th a i T r iv a n d r u m -6 9 5  0 0 1

D EALER S IN  Q U A L IT Y  PAINTS &  H A RD W A R ES

A LEADING PAINT SHOP IN  THE CITY
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Role of A gricu ltu ra l U niversity  in A gricu ltu ra l 
Com m unication

S m t N P K um ari Susham a

It is not an exaggeration to say tha t India lives n 
its villages Its fu tu re  is largely dependent upon th 3 
progress in the agricu ltura l fro n t A g ricu ltu re  is th-3 
primary occupation o f about 80 o f the popula tion 
and hence the need fo r m odernising agricu lture  b 
application o f science and t^ h n o lo g y  is fe lt much

To help the farmers m so lv ing  the ir a g r ic J t jra  
problems need based research and its applicat o 
in the faimers fie lds are crucial To fac ilita te  thes-* 
tasks the A gricu ltu ra l Universities have been ins titu  
ted in all the states of the coun try  in these Agricu 
tural Universities both fundam ental and applied rese 
arch in agriculture and a llied sub jects system atic and 
scientific agricu ltura l education and p ioneering exten 
Sion projects are ui dertaken on a massive scal<=

The state o f Kerala stands o u t sign fican 
among other states in India fo r its peculiar feature 
Recogmsino these features ar d taking in to  consioe 
ation the need fo r an ins titu tiona l oase to i i te g ra m  
research teaching and extens on func tion  n 
state the Kerala A gricu ltu ra l U u /e s ity  Vi/as star °c 
in 1972 w ith  head quarte s at Veilanikkara W hile 
designing the com m unication aop caches the Keral 
Agricultural U niversity gives adequate considerat on 
to the fact tha t since there is a vast netAO k o  
extension functionaries the ui iversities ro l°  is to  
provide technical back stop only It also recognises 
the high literacy and news paper reading habit of t ne 
farming public w h ile  organising com m unication pro 
grammes To put i t  b rie fly the role of A g ricu ltu  a 
University is to disseminate agricu ltura l in fo rm a tio i 
through all possible com m unication media such ar 
newspaper radio te levis ion exm bitions etc to produce 
agricultural in form ation material and to  conduc 
research on comm unication aspects

In the 26 and odd research sta tions o f KAU 
spread over the entire state o f Kerala problem orien 
ted research studies are given im portance The m ajor 
objective o f the research persuit in Kerala A gricu ltu ra l

U n ivers ity  has been to suggest appropriate so lu t ons to 
the innumerable problems faced by the farmers in the 
S tate  These research results have to be taken to  the 
farmers doors There is a big extension m achinery for 
Agricu ltu ra l Extersion in the State w hich is resoonsible 
ror com m unicating improved agricu ltu ra l technology to 
the farmers But the extension machinery has to be fed 
w ith  la test in fo rm ation  w ith in  the shortest time span 
It is here the A gricu ltu ra l U n ivers ity  comes to the 
nelp o f the Extension workers The research results 
are com m unicated to the extension vorkers through 
various com m unication channds in a r’ ontm uous 
way Besides this the KAU also undertakes to 
communicate la test A g ricu ltu ra l in form ation to 
selected farmers group o f farmers on a p ilo t oasis t- 
few  of the com m unication fu n c iio rs  o f KAU am

1 The com m unication cen re attach d to the Dire 
torate  o f Extension KAU is p ro v d ir c  he n fo rm a t o 
supporf t f  rough the leading M aLya iam  news papes 
AIR and correspondence course in co liabo ia t on w tn 
A  I R The com m unication Cent e publishes situation 
specific research recommendations u the Malayalam 
i “ ws papers and the same is broadcas through the 
AIR Stations besides these the correspondence courses 
on topics or im portance are also regu larly organised 
to benefit the selected farmers The q u °s tio rs  received 
from  the farmers are processed and proper ep l, is 
be ng sent to  them immediately

C om m um ca ton  centre also brings out irs tru c  
tio n a l m ateria ls such as slides posters graphs cnarts 
etc Publications in an easy to fo llo w  larguage are 
also brough t ou t perioo ica ll /  The m ajor and mini 
exh ib itions conducted by the D irectorate o f Extension 
serves as yet another source o f A gricu ltu ra l informa 
tion

2 The U niversity also has the responsib ility  to 
tram  the extension workers and farn ers in improved 
agricu ltu ra l techno logy Over 90 such tra in ng pro 
grammes are conducted every year There are also



spec al tra in ing  courses as com m unication sk ills  and 
and concepts A V aids Extension methods etc 
being organised fo r the bene fit o f fie ld  extension 
workers

3 The Farm Advisory service is another major un t 
engaged m com m unicating the improved A gricu ltu ra l 
Technology to the farmers on a p ilo t basis The un it 
conducts v illage level and d is tric t level seminars 
wherein experts from  Kerala A g ricu ltu ra l U niversity 
lead discussion seminars to tackle the A gricu ltu ra l 
problems taced b /  the farmers

4 Under the farm news service topics o f tim ely 
importance on A gricu ltu re  and allied subjects are 
cyclostyled and sent to  the Technical o ffice rs  of the 
department of A g ricu ltu re  Anim al Husbandry and 
Dairy Development

5 The land to  land programme is yet another e ffo rt o f 
the U niversity to  transfer technology from  research 
stations to  farmer s fie ld  Under the auspices o f ICAR 
and the U niversity about 1100 poor farm  fam ilies are 
selected fo r m s  scheme at present The im plem enting 
o fficers o f the L r iv e rs ity  regularly v is its  these farmers

cmd provide technica l guidance in their agriculture and 
a llied ac tiv ities
6 U n d e r  the v illage adoption  programme it is aimed 
to  bu ild  up a close re lationship between the University 
and farm ing com m unity  to transfer the recently deve 
.reed  technology to  them and in turn to get feed 
back from  the farmers so as to  suggest the University 
’ o find  proper so lu tions fo r the ir problems This 
fac ilita te  better feed back and e ffective  tw o  wc.y 
''om m um cation

Besides these there are many other programmes 
n  w hich the University is try ing  to  play its role in 
M gricultural Com m unication This include the design 
and conduct of research studies on A gricu ltura l 
Com m unication in order to  arrive at appropriate com 
m um cation strategies for specific “chentle groups 
The U n ivers ity  is aware that com m unication o f Agro 
in fo rm a tion  to  the extension workers and farmers can 
help to  a greater exten t in bringing about desired 
progress in the agricu ltura l sector W ith th is in v iew  
the A gricu ltu ra l U niversity seeks to  strengthen its 
f-om m unication fu nc tion  w ith  the help o f the latest 
com m unication techm q ies  such as T \  Video 
S ate llites etc

R o d en t f a c t s

—  Rats eat or destroy 5 0 o f w orlds food grain production enough 
to feed 1 3 c ro re  humans or 4 chapatis a oay to  every person in 
India

Rats reproductive po tentia l is fan tastica lly  prodigious Undei ideal 
cond itions a pair can breed 35 crore descendents in 3 years and 
theora tica lly  speaking take over the w orld

W ith in  10 days o f its b irth  rat sprouts chisel blade like incisors 
and these g row  at the rate of 1 2 5 cm per year The teeth can 
exert an incredible pressure o f 24 000 pounds per square inch 
slic ing through lead pipes w ith  incred ib le  ease

— A black rat w ith  its fine  sta tic  sense o f balance can dance up 
w ires and enter bu ild ings even seven storeys high Even a six 
meter fa ll won t k ill i t  because the slim y creature can correct its 
course during the fa ll fa lling  on all fou r and cushioning the impact 
w ith  unbelievable ease

— Rats have k illed  more lives than all the wars in h istory according 
to  the W orld W ide Find fo r Nature Internationa l One o f the w orst 
carriers o f viruses and germs they spred over 30 diseases

— r'o »cted by J iji Joseph
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You may be know ing that the common dom’ St c 
cat is an incidental host to rab es But it is not ha / 
a very im portant role as an agent responsible for 
spreading rabies Cats are getting in fection mam /  
from other demestic animals and from  w ild  speci’ x 
However cats form a very s ign ifican t public h e a t1" 
problem

Occurrence of cat rabies has been reported fro r 
different parts o f the world Accurate data on the 
occurrence o f rabies in cat is unavailable in some 
countries including India and in these areas cat rabies 
have relatively minor importance But it  is a fact to 
know that cats not only became a source of in fection 
for man but rabid cat caisud many human rabms 
deaths

Symptoms

There are tw o distinct forms of rabies in cat as n 
the case of dogs —the furious and the dumb but 
these are in reality tw o stages only The term furious 
rabies refers to animals in which the excitative phas 
is predominant and Dumb rabies refers to these cases 
in which the excitative phase is extremely short or 
absent and the disease progress quickly to paraly 
phase

Thus the course of the disease show ing typ ^  
symptoms n  cat is divided in to three stages —

1 Melancholy stage

The prelim inary dull stage is often not noticed 
Suddenly the habits o f the cat change Cats become 
more alert and restless It becomes differen to 
authority and disregards to usual companion 
Friendly cats may suddenly scratch and bite w ithou t 
provocation It shows a tendency to hide in dar 
areas This stage usually last fo r one day

2 Stage of excitm ent

Some of the important symptoms observed during 
this stage are muscular tw itch ing  genera! weakness 
increased accumulation o f saliva in the mouth and 
incordination of movements This w ill be fo llow ed  by

RABIES JN CAT

D r R V ija ya  ’

nervousness and irritab ility  Cats conf ned to cages 
when provok’ d often make v io len t n oram ents wPh 
he claws o f their fron t feet It develops a tendency 

to bite and scratch all the objects in the v ic in ity A t 
+his stage cats are dangerous to humars because o1 
the attacking tendency

3 Paralytic period

Cats show d ifficu lty  in swallow  ng This lead to 
the accumulation o f saliva in the mouth and drooling 
from  it as paralysis progress Convulsions a rd  increa 
sed muscular incord ina tion  begin about the fifth  dav 
The disease progress rapidly from s ligh t posterior 
daralysis to generalised Paralys s leading to coma and 
ceath

In cat rabies it appears that the d ^ a s a progress 
d irectly from the melancholy stage to the paralytic 
phase

In dumb rabies the excitm ent phase is absent or 
extremely short But d ifficu lty  in drinking and eatu g 

ic noticed They show generalised paralysis and d e 
w ith in  3 4 days from the d Qy sig s bpgan (Vane 
1975)

Eventhough paralysis develop they can produ 
sound and even bite Usually the aggression period is 
less than 24 hrs The affected animal may try to hide 
on a corner of its cage or runs continua lly until i 
dies of exhaustion

Experimental studies on rabies shows o f the 86 
cats inoculated w ith  graded d ilu tion of various rabies 
isolates from dog foxes skunks and cats 26 died of 
rabies (Vaughn e ta !  1963) 70° of the experi
m entally nfected cats exhibited the furious form o 
symptoms and rest w ith  dumb rabies The inoculation 
period in the experimental studies rarged from 9 to 
51 days w ith  a median of 18 Also the period from 
the exhibition o f firs t sign ranged from 1 to 8 days 
w ith  a median o f 5



Experimental studies conducted by Vaughn et a 
(1963) revealed that in tia tion  o f virus excietion 
through saliva ranged from one day before onset of 
illness to 3 days after onset Once the excertion or 
virus began usually continued until the cat died Fron 
the above find ings they concluded that there should 
not have been any real danger fo r anyone coming i n 
contact w ith  any of the cats until one day preceeding 
ih j  ap j°arence o f clinical signs

D ag”  rtois

Direct microscopic exa mnation o f brain tissue for 
the presence of Negribodies is the usual method 
o f diagnosis M itchel and M onlux (1962) op ne 
that examination for negribodies is no t a re liabh 
method where as histological examination and animal 
noc jla tion  w ill give consistent result Fluorec^n 

antibody technique is also e ffec tive ly  used fo r rabies 
diagnosis

C ontrol o f rabies in cats

For controlling rabies in cat stray and unowned 
animals should be removed from a co nmunity C ati

bitten by a known rabid animal should be euthamsed

A cat which has b itten a human should either be 
killed immediately and its brain examined by fluore 
cent antibody technique or keep the animal under 
observation fo atleast 5 days preferably 7 to  10 days 
(Vaughn 1975) Any sign of illness suggestive ox 
rabies should be noted

It is also w orth to  remember tha t occasionally 
dogs and cats a e frcm  rabies w ithou t any observed 
symptoms
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A n E x tra ct fro m  th e  B ook  'Final D ia g n o s is ' by A rth u r Hailey

Dr Joseph Pearson Chief Pathologist to D 
David Coleman Junior Pathologist at the ume o f the 
retirement of Dr Pearson —

You are young You are fu ll o f spice and vinegar 
that is good You are uptodate too you know  things 
I nevpr did never w ill know Take my advice and try 
to keep it that way It II be tough to do make no 
mistake about it

You w ill sit in that chair and the pnone w ill ring 
and it II be the administrator ta lking to you about 
budgets Next m inute one of the laboratory staff w ill 
w ant leave and you I! have to  smooth that out And 
the doctors w ill want this piece o f in form ation and 
that Then you w ill get the salesman the man w ith  the 
unbreakable test tube and the burner that never goes 
out When you have finished seeing him there w ill be 
another and another A t the end of the day you I 
wonder what happened to it and w hat you have 
accomplished w hat you have achieved

That is the way the next day can go and the next 
un til you find  a year has slipped by and another and 
another And w hile  you are doing all this you w ill 
send other people to take courses to hear about the 
new things in medicine because you cannot take time 
o ff to go yourself And you w ill stop investigation 
and research and because you work so hard you w ill 
be tired at night and won t feel like reading text books 
and suddenly one day you II find  everything you know 
is out of date When it  s too late to change

Listen to an old man who made the mistake of 
fa lling behind Do nt let this happen to you Lock 
yourself in a cupboard if you have to  Get away from 
the phone and the files and papers and read and learn 
and keep uptodate Then they can never touch you 
never say He s all washed up He belongs to  yester 
day Because you II know as much as they do and 
more

c n
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<£>00)35)31 )©>! OS 33 iGcdtbrUCnjoSD̂ OO <stt 1 d)CD xJO’Tl'l (J\J )1 3 T')1(Sr>tiaJ 3 3) Do s1<£6> 3a £bS36)rtS>
<£>3)300) gpc*> t_J 3)1 BDTVo 3DClft 3DOJ h 3 1 6) 3) CT 0 J) T 1 O 30 0 N>l3Tg)QJ 3
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BEEMA HIRE SERVICE

PACHALLOOR Jn. TVM
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POONKULAM
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The Fertilizers & Chemicals Travancore ltd.

Old Sreekanteswaram Road

Post Box No; 24

Trivandrum  695 001
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STUDENTS’ UNION  - 1986-’88

President
RAMACHANDRAN C

Vice President 
PRIYA K NAIR

General Secretary 
SANJEEV S U

Athletic Assoc Secretary 
SUDHISH KUMAR K

S S League Secretary 
VISWESWARAN S

Planning Forum Secretary 
SREEKAI A P



Camera Club Secretary Speakers Club Secretary U U C
LOUIS JOSEPH SANTHOSH MITHRA GIRISH KUMAR K.G

84 batch Rep 
HARILALBS

85 batch Rep 
THOMAS GEORGE

86 batch Rep 
JUU P ALEX



YONDER DAYS

■ \ %

T

Gowriamma speaks

President takes oath

T J Anjelose

Students Union
Inauguration KR GOWRIAMMA



<5

Pradeep Kumar

Bodhi



Winners

Champion man
laurels won Champion lady

On your marks



Member Academic 
Council 
P AHAMED

Tableaux



HOSTEL UNION - 1986-’88

f T S
i _#■%, f r %

ASST WARDEN 
Sri S P Pillai

SECRETARY 
Mathew George

ASST WARDEN 
Dr Madhavan Nair

ASST WARDEN 
Dr S K Nair

SECRETARY 
Ramesh Kumar

UG Men s Hostel

PG Hostel

Ladies Hoetel

ASST GARDEN 
Smt Gareocu nma

SECRETARY 
Jlji Joseph

SECRETARY
Jeuymol



OUT GOING BATCH

1984 batch



! ha e great pleasure in presenting before you the annual report of the college of Agriculture 
Vellayani for the academic year 1986 87 
S ta f f

Dr M M Ko^hy D re tor O n tre  of Ex^el enca for Tropi al so Is continued to be the Dean i c 
During the period under report Messers E R Narayanan Nair Smt K S Reniamony Smt 

Susamma Mathai Sri M Oommen Dr M Achuthan Nair Dr K Sasidharan Pilla Sri S Janardhanan 
Pil ai and Sri Kuruvilla Varghese joined duty in the college

Mr K J Joseph Sri V Ramachandran Nair Smt Santha kamari Dr K Pushpangadan Smt
Suma Paulose Smt P S Geethakutty and Dr M Muraleedhara Prasad were transferred from the 
college to other centers under the KAU

Sri S Balakrishnan of Animal Husbandry dept and Sri EK Thomas of Agrl Economics dept 
cortinued on deputation fo r Ph D piogramme at Tirupathy and Jabalpur respectively under the Faculty 
Improvement Programme Sri B K Jayachandran Asst Prof and Sri M Mohamed Hussain Assoc 
Prof joined duty after completion of their Ph D programme 
Admission

During the year 68 students were admitted to the First Year B Sc (Ag ) 29 students
to M Sc (Ag ) 5 students to M Sc (Hort ) and 2 students to  Ph D courses

Examination

Regular classes and examinations were conducted for the under graduate and post graduate 
students as per the fixed schedules

Semester system of instruction has been introduced in the under graduate courses from this 
year onwards
Students aids and scholarships

The fo llow ing scholarships educational concessions aids were available to the students 
during the year under report



1 National merit scholarship 15
2 Educational concession under KPCR 38
3 ICAR merit cum means scholarship 2
4 ICAR Junior fellowship 10
5 ICAR Senior fellowship 7
6 KAU, merit scholarship 28
7 KAU fellowship 27
8 Merit award to the students on district wise basis 2
9 Educational concessions to Lakshadweep students 3

10 S C Students scholarship 33
11 S T Students scholarship 2
12 Educational concession to OEC students 1
13 Stipend to Meghalaya students 2
14 Stipend to village level workers admitted for B Sc (Ag ) course 3
15 National loan scholarship 1
16 Senior Research fellowship from Potash Research Institute of India 1
17 Merit Scholarship to children of school teahers 2
18 Educational concession to Tripura students 2

Total i7 i r

T ra in in g  P ro g ram m e

The fo llow ing  train ing programmes were conducted during the period
1 Identifica tion  and management of disease o f rice
2 Mushroom cultivation fo r the officers o f the KSCAD Banks and for educated unemployed

youths
3 Advanced training in extension techniques fo r Deputy Directors o f Agricu lture
4 Training in latest agricultural technology for J o ir t  Directors o f Agriculture
5 Training in Extension methods for forest range o ffice rs  and fo r foresters
6 Training in extension teaching techniques for Asst Directors of Agricu lture
7 Training on social forestry fo r VEO s o f the Development Department
8 National workshop cum seminar on Agricu ltura l Journalism  and case studies
9 Training in Agricultural Technology for Secretaries and inspectors o f co 0( erative societies

10 Training in the use of audio visual aids for the scientists of the KAU

Workshops and Sem inars attended

Some o f the im portant seminars and worksnops attended by the teachers during the year are tne 
fo llow ing

1 International symposium on contr bution of b iological nitrogen fixa tion to crop p o d u c tio n a ^
Boger Indonesia

2 30th A ll I id ij  Annual Kharif oil seeds vorkshop at Akola
3 8th Annual groundunt research workeis group meeting at Rajendranag r
4 Annual workshop meeting fo r Forage crop at Jhansi
5 8th workbhop o f AICRIP on nematodes at Pune
6 National Seminar on Training strategies fo r human resource development in Agriculture ar 

Rajendranagar
7 Summer Institute at Hebbal



8 Training Programme on the m ointoring and evaluation o f Agricu ltura l Extension at Hydrabad
9 National seminar on Estuarine Management at Trivandrum

10 Summer institu te on Water Resources Management in comm ard Area at Madurai
11 XII International Congress on cu ltivation of Edible Fungi in West Germany

S tu d y  to u rs

The 3rd Year B Sc (Ag ) students accompanied by 3 members of the staff w ent on an All India
study tour to various places of Agricultural importance in India

The 2nd year B Sc (Ag ) srudents accompanied by 3 members of s ta ff w ent on an A ll Kerala 
tour to various Agricu ltura l Research stations and other Institutes o f Agricultural importance

G uest Lectures

A number f lectures by eminent scientists from various universities and scientific institu tions
inside and outside the country were arranged at th is college fo r the benefit o f the teachers and
students

Research

During the year a major research pro ject ori standardisation of Tissue culture has been sancti 
oned by FERRO for im plem entation in the College o f Agricu lture Vellayam

In s tru c t io n a l fa rm

The farm attached to  the college has an area of 75 ha garden land and 165 ha kayal land 
This farm provides adequate fac ilities  fo r fie ld  tra in ing to all the students in Agricu ltura l Technology 
Besides it distributes a large number o f quality seedlings grafts layers seeds o f various fru its and 
ornamental plants and vegetables

P ra c tic a l t ra in in g  and w o rk  experience

As in the previous years the B sc (A g) students raised im portant fie ld ciops and vegetables 
besides m aintaining perennial crop plants under the w ork experience programme this year also

E xtra  c a r ic u la r and Co c a r ic u la r a c t iv it ie s

Sri C Ramachandran and Sri Sanjeev S U were elected as the president and general secretary 
o f the students union respectively The members of the s ta ff listed below served the fo llow ing offices

1 Dr G Madhavan Nair — President Arts Club
2 Sri S Pazhama p illa i — A th le tic  association
3 Sri Mohan Babu — Speakers club
4 Prof K S Karayalar — Planning forum
5 Dr S K Nair — Camera club
6 Prof K Gopakumar — S ta ff Editor College Magazine
^ Dr X/ijayan — Treasurer College union

The students partic ipated in all the activ ities of the above forums 
M S S  a c tiv it ie s

Dr S Oommen Assoc Prof and Sri M otila l Nehru Asst Prof continued to be the officers of 
NSS units o f the college during the year The main activ ities o f the un it included maintaining tw o 

ommumty centers at Kakamoola and Palapur w ith  reading fac ilities of newspaper and weeklies 
conducting blood grouping campaign donation of blood soil sample collection and analysis and 
fertilizer recommendation d istribution conducting health check up camps and vaccination camoaigns 
Cattle s te rility  and vaccination campaign and conducting nu tritiona l studies of children The world 
Food Day was also celebrated on 16 th October 1987



Games and Sports

The annual a th le tic meet was conducted on the 16th and 17th December 1987 The overall 
championships for men and women were won by the 3rd B Sc (Ag) students

Practice matches were held in Cricket Foot ball and Basketball w ith  other teams A on° month 
coaching m basket ball was also arranged The Inter collegiate cricket tournament was held in our 
stadium from the 20 th May to 24 th May 1 987

The firs t phase w ork o f the Indoor stad um has been completed 

Lab to land Programme

Under the Lab to land programme a group meeting was organised w ith  24 selected benefic aries 
o f the Palapur village Their homestead was visited and suitable technologies suggested

A vegetable day was organised on 24 8 87 An exhib ition was conducted in which about 100 
farmers participated The Hon ble M inister for Agricu lture visited the vegetable plots and form ally in 
augurated the vegetable harvest festival A public meeting was also organised and the Hon ble 
M inister d istributed prizes to the winners of the vegetable exhibition

Village adoption program m e

A fro n tlin e  demonstration on oil seeds was organised in an area of 3ha in the adopted 
village of Palapur during June to September 1987 32 farmers were identified  fo r this demonstration 
Critical inputs like seeds fertilizers and plant p rotect on chemicals were d istributed The performance 
o f the groundnut crop intercropped w ith  tapioca was good and it helped the farmers to get an 
additional income

In collaboration w ith the Department o f social Forestry 1 8 000 seedlings of avenue fru it fuel 
and soft wood trees were distributed to the farmers

Museum cum in form ation  centre

The museum cum inform ation centre continued to function  properly throughout the year A 
large number o f vis itors including farmers school children and officers of the various departments 
visited the centre 
Publications

A number o f scientific papers and popular articles in agricultural and allied fie lds were published 
by the members o f the academic sta ff Two research compilations viz S ixty Years o f Soil Research in 
Kerala and Soils o f Kerala were also published from centre of Excellence in Tropical soils

Hostels

Dr G Madhavan Nair Sn S Pazhania Pillai Smt K Saradamma continued to be the Asst 
Wardens o f the P G U G  and Ladies hostel respectively The number o f inmates were 32 115 and 
138 respectively 
Visitors

Several d istinguished persons visited the college during th is year They included Hon ble minister 
fo r agriculture Sri V V Raghavan Hon ble M in ister fo r food and civil supplies Sri E Chandrasekharan 
Nair Dr M R Sethuraj D irector Rubber Research institu te  Dr V Mariappan Dr S Palamswamy 
and Dr R Jayarajan o f TNAU Dr M V Reddy o f Agricu ltura l college Thirupathi and Dr IV* 
Mahadeveappa o f U A S Bangalore

In conclusion let me place on record my deep sense of gratitude to  the s ta ff and students of 
this college fo r the whole hearted support and co operation extended to  me fo r the smooth running 
of th is institu tion

Vellayani 
29 3 1988

Dr M M Koshy 
Dean i/c 

Faculty o f Agricu lture
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It gives me great pleasure to present before 
union 1986 87

Election to the office of the students ui 
fo llow ing  were elected as office bearers

President 
Vice President 
General Secretary 
Associate Secretary 
Arts Club Secretary 
Student Editor
A th le tic  Association Secretary 
Social Service league Secretary 
Planning Forum Secretary 
Speakers Club Secretary 
Camera Club Secretary 
University Union Councillors

Class Representatives

you the report of the activities o f the students 

ion were conducted on 4th Ju ly  1987 and the

Sri Ramachandran C
Kumari Priya K Nair
Sri Sanjeev S U
Sri Pradeepkumar R
Sri Rafeek M A
Sri Saiju P
Sri Manoj Kumar P
Sri Visweswaran S
Kumari Sreekala C
Sn Santhosh Mithra
Sri Louis Joseph
Sri Girish kumar K G
Sri Prathapan K D
Kumari Ragini R
Sri Murali S
Sri Sarathchandra kumar
Sri Harilal B S
Sri Thomas George
Sri J iju P Alex

Manojkumar P who was the athletic association secretary had to leave as he discontinued the 
course In that vaccancy Sudhiskumar '< was nominated as a th le tic  association secretary by the 
student s union meeting held on 9 1 2 87



Before entering in to the key matter of this report I w ould like to  bring to your attention that we 
have met w ith the concept that every student in th is campus has o f w hat a real students union should 
be in a very lim ited time we functioned w ith  very much lim ited resources We were bound to  run the 
activities of this union w ith in  a very tig h t schedule of eight months including a three months period 
which were wraped up busy w ith  academic strictures

The members of the students union were sworn n to  office on 9th Ju ly  87 by the Patron o f the 
students union

The formal inauguration of the students union was made by the Hon M inister Com K R Gowri 
on 27th Ju ly  87 A t the same function  Dr George Onakoor inaugurated the arts club Felicitations 
were offered by the Patron of the students union Dr M M Koshy Sri Narendraprasad and Kumari 
Sukanya Chairman of the Kerala University Union

It was the policy of the students union that it should pave a way fo r the cultural development 
of the students at the same time placing emphasis to the democratic rights tha t the students force 
should get

When we took over this responsibility our prime concern was to seek a solution to  the 
problems that agricultural students were facing for the long past years They included the invasion of a 
large number of so called agricultural graduates from unauthorised finance oriented institutions which 
invaded the agricu ltura l department every year In the very in itia l periods of the students union we 
were sorry to  pronounce that there existed elements in th is campus who blamed that the students union 
look at all the problems o f agricultural students w ith  the eyes closed But may I remind those 
friends that these problems were w ith  us for years together and may I ask humbly tha t whether they 
were able to do anything satisfactory in these matters when they were the office bearers of the 
previous students unions

It is my belief that this students union has stood as a p latform  for collective bargaining We 
are grateful to  the left democratic fron t Government o f Kerala who took the stern decision o f derecog 
nising degrees from unauthenticated institu tions despite pressurers from all sides We take this 
opportunity to  thank Hon M inister of agriculture Com V V Raghavan w ho was considerate enough 
to look in to th is matter w ith  special interest ana considered it when we placed this demand before 
uim

The abolition of the provision through which VEO s were appointed m the agricultural depart 
ment as Agricultural Officers and keeping that posts reserved exclusively fo r agricultural graduates 
The representation given to the students in the executive committee of KAU were the other achieve 
ments We cannot forget the strain endeavoured by th» president o f th is students union com 
C Ramachanaran who had to undergo an indefin ite hunger strike at university headquarters 
which forced the authorities to reconsider the exorbitant fee rates and unscientific  academic 
procedures of the semester students

This students union has been able to jo in hands w ith  the student uprising in the K A U  which 
lead to these achievements But I regret to state some of our friends kept themselves away and 
tried to undermine these student movements even though they knew tha t these were fo r the better 
ment of the profession as a whole

We are thankful to Dean Dr M M Koshy for his assurance to  install basic fac ilities  for day 
scholar students in the college mam block We have also submitted a memorandum to  Vice Chancellor 
showing the problems which needs immediate considerations like transport fac ilitie s  extension of the 
Indies hostel auditorium deplorable conditions o f class rooms etc

A memmorandum was alsogiven to transport m inister regarding the lack of KSRTC b js  facilities 
to  the campus on which fm assured o f considering it favourably w ith in  a short period

Cultural activ it es
1 A painting competition for the children o f the campus was conducted on August 15th This was 

the firs t organised programme of the students union which was appreciated by all



2 Another painting competition w ith  the help of D irectorate of Extension of KAU was conducted 
fo r children o f th is campus on 14th November in '-onnection w ith  the childrens day A quiz 
competition was also conducted along w ith  th is

3 The 2nd Meessan memorial in terco lleg ia te  drama festival was conducted on 25th February 
1988 Seven teams including our college team participated in the competition and the Meessan 
memorial ever ro lling  trophy was won by the University College Trivandrum who staged

Chennaykal and second prize was won by our college team for the drama Jagannathanenthu 
sambhavichu and th ird prize went to Law Academy Law College for the drama Ananthan 
Mr Mahesh of University College was the best actor and the best d irector award was bagged 
by Mr Janardhanan Nair

4 A symposium on The Problem in Agricu lture  sector in Kerala and its Remedies was conducted
on 18th December 87 The symposium was inauguarated by com V V Raghavan Hon 
M inister fo r agriculture Sri Aruvipuram Prabhakaran from the land Mortugage bank and 
Michael Tharakan from the Centre for Development participated Studies

5 An exhibition o f paintings of Sajitha of the College of Fine Arts Tri/andrum  was conducted
from 26 th to 29 th August The exh ib ition was inauguratea oy the Dean Dr M M Koshy

6 The students union organised Xm as tree competition on 19th December The prizes were 
sponsored by Dean Dr M M Koshy Sri Oommen Assoc Prof of the department of agronomy 
and Dr Alice Abraham Prof of department of agriculture chemistry The first prize was won by 
2 nd year class team

7 A mimics parade presented by the Super M im ics Trivandrum was conducted on 1 2th February 
as a fund raising programme

8 Students union together w ith  Samskara conducted a Sangeethakachery on 22 nd February 
The Kachery was tha t of Mr L Suseelan of Medical college

9 A Kaviyarangu was conducted at the mandapam on 16 th of March Distinguished poets
Kadamanitta Ramakrishnan Madhusudanan Nair Kuripuzha Sreekumar and Kilimanoor Madhu
participated in that programme to make it a memorable experience

10 The students union presented a cultural programme at Poonkulam on 28 th of November
11 The students of this college participated in the Sangamam inter collegeate arts festival conducted 

by College of Engineering students jm o n  on 20th and 21st of February Mr Mohandas K of 
86 batch won the 1st place in applied arts

12 A team of students took part in the intercollegiate athappoo competition co iducted by students 
union College of Engineering on 3rd of August Our college team won the 3rd place

13 The students of this college participated at the KAU youth festival held on 3rd 4th and 5th 
February Our college team won the 3rd p b  e inspite of lack of preoaration due to the very short 
notice in tim ation of the fes+ val

14 The irterclass Arts festival was conducted on 24th 25th and 26th September Inauguration 
of the festiva l was done by famous fi m director Sri Lenin Rajendran The Chief guest of the 
closing ceremony was Sri Jagathy N K Achary The festival manifested highest o f sporting 
soirits in literary and cultural talents The 84 admisions emerged as the overall champions Mr 
Anilkumar T V of 84 ba*r h and Mr Praaeep kumar of 85 batch were selected as the literary and 
arts champions respectively

15 The students union conducted kaviyarangu entitled Sangamam meeting of poets of the 
campus on 28 h January Lirte that K a 'liayara^g j was conducted on 18th February In both 
these programmes we got the co operation from teaching and non teaching staff and students

1b The camera club conducted an exhib ition of photographs on 29th September
Th“  camera club has a remarkable achievement to its credit on atta in ing a membership from 

the Film Archives of India which entitles to  screen good film s at low  cost inside the campus 
I would request the future camera cl jb  secretaries to continue the use o f th is membership



The camera club screened Akira Kurosowa s Rasbemon on February 17th using th is mem 
oership The camera club also screened J Lee Thompson s The Guns of Navarone on 29 th 
January A symposium on Trends in Modern c nem? was conducted by the camera club together 
w ith ACAS on 1 8th January In that symposium Mr Michael Robinson film  critic  o f The times 
journe l A ru lM ozhy a film  producer Charuhasan the w ell known cine acter and Ravindran 
participated

The MRGK Nair intercollegeate debating com petition was conducted on 10th February 1988 
in w hich fou r teams partic ipated The trophy was w on by the University College team

The ALCO trophy inter co lligeate  quiz con pe tition  was cconducted on 29th January in 
w n  h 5 teams particioated and the trophy was w on by the Medical College quize team

The speaker s club also conducted an open quiz fo r the selection of the college quiz team on 
28th January and Unmkrishnan 5 A jith  Prabhakar and Sreekumar V were selected to the 
college quiz team

The Planning Forum activ ities were inaugurated by Com E Chandrasekhaian Nair Hon 
Jhmster fo r food and c iv il supplies on 25th November 1987 Sri A lw in  D Prakash reader 
Faculty o f Economics Calicut U n ivers ity  presented a guest lecture on the topic Problems of 
Indian economy
The planning forum  has conducted a campus survey to  learn the existing socio econom ic and 

politic?! trends among the students inside the campus
The social service league activ ities included assisting m the re roofing of Sayoojya and the cam 

pus cleaning programme on Gandhi Jayandh i day
The social service league also took  up the construction of the seating parappet at the college bus 

stop thus fu lf i l lin g  a long standing need of one and all

Bodhi the w all magazine installed by the ed itor al board has become popular w ith  the stu 
dents The editoria l board also released a greeting card w hich e lic ited  good response An exh ib ition  of 
a la ge number of periodicals and journe ls was also held on 8th and 9th o f February 1 988

A t the end of all these we do not assert that we have done any huge w ork But we believe 
that w ith in  our lim its  we have tried to  start do ing  some small th ings w h ich  we hope w ill be taken up 
further and extented by the com ing students unions

As a humble begm ing we have tried to  bring together all section of people in our campus 
putting an end to  the compartmentalised atmosphere prevailing t i l l  then

A t this juncture I w ou ld  like to  sincerely express our gratitude and thanks to  our patron Dr 
M M Koshy His guidence and help at our every step was both encouraging and helpful I also extend 
my heart fe lt gratitude to  Dr Krishnan Nair Dr Mohandas Dr Vijayan and Dr Madhavan Nair who 
were so much involved w ith  our activities tha t they were more like members o f students union than 
ju s t advisors I also use th is occasion to  thank all the other staff advisors o f the students union fo r 
their w hole hearted co operation and guidence

Last but not the least we extend our sincere gra titude to  all the staff members both teaching 
and non teaching and students of th is  campus fo r their w ho le  hearted co operation w h ich  enabled us 
to  perform our dut es so well

Thanking you

Veilayani 
29 3 1988

SANJEEV S U 
General Secretary 
S tudents Union 1 986 87
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“ V: Students Union 86 87 which had been 
lagging w a / behind the academic year 86 87 was 
given an exte is ion  fo r another academic year in 
oaper but a few rno ithc in reality This was done 
to skip an year s union and there by put things 
right again

Thus we functioned fo r another few  months 
There w 0sn t much of any activities as such 
because the time was too short and funds had 
already beer exhausted and no new funds allotted 
S till some cultural activites involving the students 
of the campus was undertaken We carried on w ith 
our responsibility of solving the problems of the 
students com m unity as far as possible

Once again I thank all those who had co 
operated w ith  us in th is span of about one and a 
half years We thank them sincerely fo r it was 
w ith their help that we have been able to aocom 
phsh our duties so well

Thanking you

SANJEEV S U 
General Secretary 
Students Union
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President C Ramachandran H ono j able guests Prof Nabeesa Ummal Sri Padmarajan 
Sri S Govinda Kuruppu Com T J Anja lose Respected Dean Teachers other non teaching staff 
members and my friends

It is my pleasant duty *o p esent before you the reoort of the A th le tic  Association for the 
present academic year

Election to the post o f A tn etic Association Secretary was conducted along w ith the 
co lege union elections and Sri IVSanoj P w  s elected as A th le tic  Association secretary But later he 
go t admission in the medical college and le ft the colleae Then the students union nominated Sudhish 
Kumar K i e myself as the A th le tic  Secretary on 9 12 1987 
Tne Captains of various games

Football — Eddie Murphy Passah
Basketball — Shajan M athew
/o lteyball — Jacob Vlario
Ball badminton — Nagarjuna Reddy
Shuttle badminton — Unmknshnan S
Hockey — /arghese Thomas
Cricket — Ratheesh R
Table Tennis — Rajagopal Raman
Ath le tics — Shab^er M H

Basket ball — Sydha Salihu
E K Volleyball — Jessimol A S
Ball badminton — peace Phibot
Table tennis — Roufa Banu
Athletics — Ancy Joseph
Badminton — Jenny P John



Interclass com petitions were conducted for ar OuS c,amao ard tbs winners are «  follow a 

Basketball (men s) — Final yea s 
(Women) — lllrd  years 

Football (men s) — Final years 
V o lle /ba ll (both  men and women) Firal yea a
Ball badm inton (Men s) — Final years
Shuttle badm inton (Men s) — Post Graduate^

(Women) — 1st years 
Hockey (Men s) — Final years
Cricket (Men s) — Final yeais
Table tennis (Both men and women Final >ears

Open championships were conducted fo r shuttle  badm inton and table te r r  s fo r i f e  staff 
and students o f our college I appreciate IVr Unniknshnan a d Mr Rajagopnl t ° cantau s fo r the r 
in itia tive  and interest to  conduct these or °n jo m o e tit ons

The w inners of open shuttle  fourname'>t 
Singles — I — S S N S r r a

— II — Dr Saifuceen (\
Doubles — I — S S N Sarrrn & Dr Saifuaeen partnershi

I I— Bijumon 7a^h jnah and Romi S 
The Winners of Table Tennis open c lam oio a h ij 
Singles — I — Rajagopal Raman

II — Rath°esn Kumar K 
Doubles I Rajagocal and Dr Bhaskardn partnership

II — S 31 ju P and Haris V

Annual A th le tic  m eet
Annual A th le tic  meet was conducted on the 1 8 th ara 17th of December 1 987 The meet 

was inaugurated by our Dean Dr M M Koshy The students o f our college displayed their abilities in 
the com petition which were ho tly  contested in good sportsman sp irit Teachers Non teaching staff 
and other employees took part

New records were created by Beena Boniface o f 1st year in Discus throw  and Shotput in 
women s section and by Shabeer M H o f final year in 400 M men s race

In 4 X 100 M and 4 X 400 M reia / aces fina l year men created new record w h ile  th ird  
year women set a record in 4 X 400 M relay race

The final year men bagged the overall championship w ith  104 points and the third year 
women won the overall championship w ith  55 ^om ts

Individual championship fo r men we e shared by Shabeer M H of f nal year and Surest 
Kumar S N of llnd  year

Individual championship for women w en t to Beena Bamface o f firs t year 
Dr Mohanakumaran Associate D irector NARP d istributed the prizes and declared the meet-

closed
C oach ing  Cam ps

Coaching camps were organised fo Baske ball Volleyball and Hockey The hockey 
coaching camp is s till going on 
P rac tice  m a tches

Practice matches were arranged fo r Cricket Basket ball Football and Volleyball 
In ter—collegiate partic ipation

Our ins titu tion  participated in the in te r collegiate com petitions o f our university
We are the champions of Cricket men and runners up in basketball and table tennis in



We also partic ipated in the college d iv is ion  Cricket tournam ent organised b Trivandrum 
D is tr ic t C ricket Association

A nother w orth  m en tion ing  th ing is that our form er A A Secretary M r M anoj was awarded 
th e  sports ta lents scholarship by the G ovt o f India fo r the year 1986 87

Our women students partic ipa ted  as ushers in the Second National Games conducted at 
Trivandrum  A special mem ento was awarded to our in s titu tio n  fo r the service rendered We can 
de fin ite ly  be proud o f the s ta ff members of the D epartm ento f Physical Education nnd the g rls w ho have 
partic ipated Special congra tu la tions to M r S Pazhama Pillai ana Smt A C M aryku tty

M any cricket matches were conducted in our stadium

State Bank o f India conducted it s in te r divisional match between Bangalore d iv is ion and 
M adns d iv is ion Well known test player Roger B inny took  part from  Bangalore div ion

Now the Trizandrum D is tric t C ricket Association is conducting  A B and college d iv is ion 
league championships in our ground

In d o o r s ta d iu m

The firs t stage has been com pleted and we are aw a iting  the com pletion of it 
Before concluding I w ould  thank our Patron Dr M M Koshy fo r his w hole hearted co operation 
I w ish to  tha~k all the teachers other s ta ff and s tudents o f the college who have co operated 

in the activ ities o f A th le tic  Association I am pa rticu la rly  thankfu l to  the s ta ff o f Department o f 
Physical Education and the concerned captains We cannot fo rg e t the services o f Mr Sasankan and 
the A th le tes of the Kerala U n ivers ity  w ho fM oed us a lo t in the a th le tic  meet I thank them also

Thank you for a pa tien t hearing

SUDHIS KUMAR K
Vellayaru A th le tic  Associa tion Secretary
29 3 1988

ADVICE

We give advice b i t  we ^anno t give the w isdom  to Proht by it
La Rochejoucauld

If a man loves to  g ive advice it  is a sign that he himself 
w ants it Lord H a lifax

Advice is like a drug in the market the supply always exceeds
the demands Josh B illin g

The o n ly  th ing  to do w ith good advice is to pass it  on It is of 
no use to  oneself Oscar w ilde

C o m p iled  by Venugopal R
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REPORT 
HOSTEL UNION  
1 9 8 6 - ' 8 7

Distinguished guest Mr C K Setharaman Dean and Warden Dr M M Koshy Assistant 
Wardens Resident tutors Teachers and my dear friends

I M athew  George take great pride and pleasure to present before you the report of the Hostel 
union of 1 986 87

In the election conducted on 4 th  of Ju ly  1987 various o ffice  bearers of our Hostels were 
elected Thus the union of U G Men s Hostel was constituted w ith  myself M athew George as Hostel 
secretary and Jyoth i A R Thulaseedharan Pillai K R Joseph Joshy Varghese and Jayachandran as 
executive members In the P G Hostel the union was made up of M r Ramesh Kumar V as secretary 
and Mr Thamban C Mr Abdul Haris M r Prathapan K D as executive members Miss Jessymol A S 
as secretary Miss Sandhya V Miss Roufa Banu Miss Magiamma Zacharias Miss Elsy Augustine Miss 
Rekha Bhaskar & Miss Kalpana T A as executive members of the Ladies Hostel Union

A total of 248 students resided in these hostels taken together w ith  94 students in the U G 
Men s hostel 138 students in the Ladies hostel and 16 students in the P G Hostel

The hostel union tried its level best to find  solution to the Various problems of the inmates w ithin 
the lim ited resources it had w ith  the help of Warden and Asst Warden We are proud to say that our 
inmates never hesitated even to donate blood to the needy in the m idst o f examinations which is too 
fre quent in our system of education In all the social work carried out in the nearby areas we have 
participated enthusiastically

Our Asst Wardens Mr S Pazhania Pillai Dr G Madhavan Nair and Mrs Saradamma have always 
been extending their helpful hands in our endeavour to improve the facilites o f the Hostels I use this 
opportun ity to convey my sincere thanks to  our Warden Dr M M Kosny whose sense of responsibility 
and dedicated e ffo rt w orthy of his office inspired us to do a lo t in the positive direction We hope to 
achieve more in the coming years under your able guidence

I can say proudly that the present union has been able to  solve some o f the basic problems 
faced by us I quote the report presented by Mr Vijayan K K last year The proverb scarcity amidst 
p lenty has proved a fact as far as the U G Hostel inmates are considered Surrounded by a splendid 
fresh w ater lake and occupying a land w ith rich resources of water underneath we are destined to



experience the scarcity of water everyday Even during the torrentia l monsoons the pipes in our hostels 
produce the sounds o f its unability  to give us water It should be considered w ith  utm ost importance 
these quoted This present hostel union has solved this problem to the maximum extent The above 
mentioned problem has become a rare phenomenon occuring only during period of load shedding 
which can t be helped

Our demand fo r water cooler has been accepted and the same has been sactioned It is only a 
matter o f days when we w ill be enjoying the cool water

This union has also been able to  solve the problem faced by the mess servants w ith financial 
assistance from o j r  university We w ill now be able to pay them the minimum wages as specified under 
the Kerala government minimum wages act

We are marching ahead to the 21 st century when t ie  word luxury is atta in ing new dimensions 
But even now the university authorities consider the ins ta lla tion of fans and refrigerators as luxuries 
The wash basin w hich is one o f our basic necessities s no t being maintained properly

I hope the university w ill immedietly consider our demands which have been specified above 
I express my gratitude to IVir Vijayan K K former ostel secretary f o r ms  tim ely help and 

gu dance in our activ ities
I thank you all my friends fo r your co opera tio r and w hole hearted support that you have 

gtven me
I once again thank you all

Yours Sincerely

Vellayam M athew George
9 2 1988 Secretary

U G Men s Hostel

HOSTEL UNION1 9 8 7 - ' 8 8

Taking the cue from the students union the hostel union s o f P G and U G Men s hostel were 
extended The o ffice  bearers of these tw o  hostels continued in o ffice  for another short term

In the ladies hostel a new hostel union took o ffice  w ith  Miss J iji Joseph as hostel secretary 
and Miss Safeena A N Miss Ashaletha S Miss Bindu S Miss Ancy Joseph Miss Sreekuman 
P K Miss Rajeswari S R Miss Beena Bhaskar and Miss Beena Lakshman as executive members

Dr S K Nair took over as the new Asst Warden of the P G Men s hostel while Mr S P 
Pillai and Mrs Saradamma continued as the Asst Wardens o f the U G Men s and Ladies hostel 
respectively

I take this opportun ity  to once again thank each and every one who helped us to make our task 
an easy one especially over this extended period o f time

Thanking you
M athew George
Secretary
U G Men s Hostel
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U SH A S H A R M A

Ad leu good sou1 
rest in peace



This magazine is n o t just the ba p hronicle o f the t«/o bygone years I t  bears 
the sw eat the hopes the aspirations he anger the angu sh the desperatness 
o f many a souls The super com m ittee and those othe ncidents are sormetb rgs  
w hich one hopes to  bury deep in the na^t a n d  fo rge t I

There had been some hands to nelp th is  magazine out and the s incerity  of 

those hearts shall ever remain etched out n these pages and surely sincere thanks 
are due to  our advertisers and all a t S 3 Press
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Dear friend

Standing today at the verge o f another m illennium  

its time mankind looks over the shoulders 
and does sone ca lcu la tions of its own 
Big talks and lit tle  w ork  is not w ha t we w ant 
A broader social outlook among the small constric ted  
professional circles is the need o f the hour 
He tha t t i l ls  the soil is not to  be admired 

in flow ery words and on golden pages aione 
Let us strive to  th ink  w ork  w ith  him

This magazine w ith  all its shortcom ings
teas tried to  find  a new direction
inspite o f ail the darkness around
We have been a b it delayed in bring ing th is cu t
bu t our endeavours have been sincere
We had sown the seeds w ith  great care
and at th is m om ent of harvest
dear reader
You are to  judge the fru its  o f oar to il

tditor
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