
‘Coco wood’ substitute 
for costly timber
Durability, appearance, strength
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Coconut palm w ood is fast 
becom ing a durable substi­
tute for costly timber varie­
ties usually chosen for 
furniture.

Furniture pieces made of 
coconut w ood were exhibit­
ed at the theme stall for va- 
lue-addition o f coconut at 
the Kerala Agricultural Un­
iversity pavilion o f VAIGA 
2017.

Reasons for demand
The reason for which coco 
w ood, as it is called, is consi­
dered a viable option is in­
creasing scarcity o f tradi­
tional w ood varieties and 
the resultant prohibitive 
cost.

“The need to look for al­
ternatives has becom e im­
perative and coconut wood, 
very much underutilised 
but good enough to substi­
tute com m only used w ood 
varieties because o f its 
strength, durability and ap­
pearance, has emerged as a

Reliable: A n  arm chair m ade 
o f  coco  w oo d  exh ib ited in 
the Kerala A gricu ltu ra l 
Un iversity  pavilion o f 
V A IG A  2017  in Thrissur.

reliable option,” says E.V. 
Anoop, Professor at College 
of Forestry, Kerala Agricul­
tural University.

Wall, floor panels
The furniture pieces dis­
played at the stall are a testi­
mony to this. The armchair, 
cot and sofa as well as the 
wall and floor panels made 
of coco w ood have received 
many enquiries.
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