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CHOCOLATE is timeless. both
in terms of 'its place in history
and the allure it holds for peo-
ple of all'ages. A key ingredi-

ent in homemade goodies to
flavoured health drinl\ mixes,

fondness and demand for choc-
olate never seems to taper. Pro-
duced from cocoa beans, choco-
late is a delicacy the world
over.

Amongthefi -1::: in the coun-
trv to grasp the importance the
food product holds, Vellanikka-
ra Kerala Agricuiture Univer-
sity (KAU) has 2 collection of
cocoa plants from 20 countries
from which it produces nearly
35 lakh saplings every year. Its
cocoa germplasm is the largest
in Asia.

Along with 11 gardens set up
exclusively for research in co-
coa, the university has a col-
laboration with Cadbury,
owned by Mondelez Interna-
tional, that has completed 36
years.

INdlan

public-private research collab-
oration in the farming sector
in the country,” says Dr B
Suma, professor at KAU. Most

of the saplings grown here are -

bought by farmers in Andhra
Pradesh, which is the largest
producer of cocoa in the
country.

Tt was in 1974 that KAU set up
the Cocoa Research Centre.
The pace of activity picked up
after Cadbury extended its sup-
port in terms of funding in
1987, leading to the establish-
ment of the Cadbury Cocoa Re-
search Project (CCRP). So far,
the initiative has helped devel-
op 15 hlgh -quality varieties

with six more expected to be

released soon.

“In the 1980s, Kerala was the '

largest producer in the coun-
try. But lack of support from
the state and central govern-
ments and other factors saw
production dwindling. While
other crops receive subsidies
and allowances from the gov-

“This is probably ‘the flrst‘
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State + Area under Pmduction**
0coa
farming*

A | 38716 | 108035
Pradesh

TamilNadu | 32,080 | 180245

Kerala 17,366 064740

Karnataka | 14,216 37310
*hectares ** metric tonnes 2020-21 data

ernment, cocoa suffers from
lack of promotion,” says Suma.
A farmer in the country gets
about ¥190-200 per kilogram of
cocoa beans and the price has
held steady for many years.
Urging farmers in the state
to take up cocoa cultivation,
the KAU professor said that it
ensures a steady income
throughout the year without
much effort. “It can be planted

But lack of support from the state and central governments and

Q In the 1980s, Kerala was the largest cocoa producer in the country.

other factors saw production dwindling — Dr B Suma, professor of KAU

asan mtermlttent cron and c&
coa beans are not seasonal. The
university provides technical
assistance and saplings camn.
also be bought from here,” sa 1d
Suma.

A cocoa sapling costs <20 and".
those distributed by the uni--
versity are about five montth
of age. T

According to the Directorate:
of Cashewnut and Cocoa De=
velopment (DCCD) annual co-'s
coa demand in the country is:
around 70,000 metric tonnes, of
which only 25,000 to 35,000 met—'..'
ric tonnes is met domestically..
Imports make up for the”
shortfall.

Considering chocolate’s nev-:
er-ending allure, the university
has propo~ed setting up amod- -
el processing unit to make val-
ue-added producte from cocoa”
beans. It is the university that:
first introduced the concept of «

homemade chocolate in the
country and it continues to im--
part training in valuex
addition. i






