Call to stop killing

ooYEllow fT0gs

Kollam: Since the past couple
of days yellow frogs noticed
abundantly insome of the wet-
lands of the statehavenot only
created news but also trig-
gered panicbecause of reports
that these frogs are

highly poisonous. This | :;r; ¥
i :

. has resulted in these
. frogs being indiscrimi- (#8
. natelykilled.

But environment
scientistand chairman |
of the Kerala Environ- =
ment Research Association
Sainudeen Pattazhy said that
these frogs have nothing in
them to trigger such panic.

These frogs are not poisonous *

. asfeared but just the common
Indian bull frogs that in the

past used to be abundantly

found in wetlands across the

state.

: Pattazhy, zoology professor
of SN College here, said that

thesefrogs(Hoplobatrachus ti-

gerinus) that generally sporta
dull olive-green hue most of
the time, dramatically change
their colourintoyellow during
mating season. They also con-
gregate during the mating sea-
son.
) “The Indian bull-

\\\ & frogs which are consid-

2| ered farmerfriendly
since they prey on in-
1 sects used to be hunted

=== and exported. It led to
the frogs being driven to ex-
tinction point. Now, they are
protected under Schedule1V of
the Wildlife Act. However, in
some countries like Thailand,
thefrogs are still hunted,” Pat-
tazhy said.

In a statement issued here,
he said that people should de-
sist from killing these frogs on
thebasis of rumours. They are
actually excellent mosquito
controllers, headded. TN



