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Globalization not a panacea for all ills

Dr. R. S. Paroda, Director General, ICAR inaugurates the NAAS Workshop on Globaliiation
ofAgriculture: R&D in India at the KA U Central Auditorium, Vellanikkara, Thrissur

India is presently facing serious
challenges on the import side especially,
when international prices go very low,
import becomes cheaper, causing
abrupt fall in domestic prices, said the
Director General, ICAR, Dr. R.S. Paroda.
He was inaugurating the NAAS Work
shop on "Globalization of Agriculture:
R & D in India" at the KAU Central

Auditorium, Vellanikkara, Thrissur.

"One ofthe reasons for lower inter

national prices seems to be also the
high level of subsidy to producers in
the developed countries. In the new

trade regime all member countries are
under obligation to reduce their level
of subsidies. There are reports of
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Prof. K.V. Peter takes over as Vice-Chancellor
Prof. K.V. Peter assumed office as

the Vice-Chancellor of KAU on June, 20.

Dr. R. Gopinathan, Pro-Vice Chancellor
has been acting as the Vice-Chancellor
since February 15,2001.

Addressing the Senior Officers of
the University the Vice-Chancellor said
that KAU would give leadership to
equip the farmers to meet the chal
lenges ofglobalization. He pointed out
that the farmers in Kerala were in dire
state due to crash in price of agricul
tural produces, mainly coconut and
rubber in the wake of globalization.
Surplus production of milk and deple
tion of revenue from fisheries and

forest sectors also pose serious prob
lems to Kerala farmers. He affirmed that

the University would try its best to
protect the biodiversity of the state
which is also under threat due to
globalization.

"The KAU will give topmost
priority to implement research schemes
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in agriculture sector which would
help the farmers to reduce cost of
production and enhance product
ivity. Those projects which the uni
versity has already commenced with
the above objectives will be intensi
fied and co-ordinated", the Vice-
Chancellor stated.

Though the KAU has released
a number of high yielding varieties of
different crops, these have not been
reached the needy farmers. The Vice-
Chancellor hoped that the Dq>artment

of Agriculture, Kerala, farming co
operative societies self help groups
and other agencies can take up this

role for the betterment of the farming
community.

The Vice-Chancellor is of view that

Government and the Society as a whole
have to pay more attention for the
growth of Ae agriculture sector. An
agrarian economy as ours can prosper
further only through promoting agri
culture. We carmot solve unemploy-.
ment by introducing mega industries
with huge investment of capital. Only
agriculture can provide job opportuni
ties to the rural people.

The Vice-Chancellor admired the

capacity of the scientists and staff of
the university and the congenial work
ing environment existing in KAU. He
is hopeful that it would be able to co
ordinate and continue all the activities

initiated by his predecessors to fiillfil
the mandates of the university.
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