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Mehta Award

K. R. Viswambharan, Vice-Chancellor,
KAU has been nominated for Dewang
Mehta B school Award for significant
contributions to education sector.

K. R. Viswambharan, Vice-Chancellor,
KAU has been nominated for 18th Dewang
Mehta B school awards for significant
contributions to education sector.

The award is in recognition of leader
ship, development and innovation shown
by him in the education sector. Under the
leadership of K. R. Viswambharan, Kerala
Agricultural University has won ICAR
Performance award for academic excel

lence for four years in a row. His leader
ship in evolving new strategies for attract
ing youth to Agriculture, spreading the
message on food security issues, vision in
launching new generation courses and the
vital steps taken to lead scientists to the
doorstep of rural farmers have attracted
world wide attention.

The awardis named after late Dewang
Mehta, former high profile chief of
NASSCOM (National Association of Soft
ware and Service Companies). The awards
given under the catche of B school affaire is
promoted by onward education foundation
and Dewang Mehta foundation, Mumbai.

Agricultural education and Research
has always been significant in the pro
gress of our nation. History reveals that
enhanced food grain production has
instigated general progress and decline in
food grain production has led to a static or
retarding economy.

The greatest challenge before mankind
is food security. Scientists world over are
warning us against consequences of
inadequate food grain production. Global
warming and resultant climatic changes are
leading the world in to a totally insecure
situation.

The emerging scenario is a challenge to
science in general and Agricultural science
in particular. The paramount importance of
food grain production and dignity of this
vocation should be brought to the
attention of all world, especially the youth,
If more youngsters engage themselves in
food grain production, more effective will
be the alternate strategies being evolved.

Equally or more important is to attract
more brains to Agricultural education and
research. Over the years there has been a
shift to other streams of professional"
education and the reasons are plenty. But
the shift has also resulted in a kind of brain

drain as far as agricultural education and
research is concerned.

Professionals in every field is essential
for the society. Even while acknowledging
astonishing feats achieved by medical
science and technocrats it should be

accepted that a doctor cannot treat hun
ger, an engineer can't build castles in a
starving society nor will software be a
substitute for food grains.

Therefore, all connected to education
sector, whether it be policy makers, teach
ers, researchers, career guides and students
as well as their parents, should think it out.
To feed a fellow being is the most divine
profession and to contribute to it by study
ing and developing agricultural science is
a noble vocation indeed. I hope this
message will be received well and the coun
try is benefitted by an inflow of brilliant
students to our Agricultural Universities.

Only a United World Can save the Planet:
Dr. T.M. Thomas Isaac

Technical expertise to counter global
warming would be useful only if the world
stay united, said Dr.T.M.Thomas Isaac,
Minister for Finance, Kerala. He was deliv
ering the key note address in the ceremony
launching KAU's new generation course
on Climate change adaptation. Despite
being convinced of the gravity of the
situation world countries could not arrive

at a consensus on counter measures.

This shows that a political will is also im
perative to save the planet. 'Without the will
there cannot be a way'- Dr. Issac explained.
'My own experience is that interaction with
the best brains in the field will help stud
ents to expand their knowledge sphere. In
order to provide the facility of interaction
with foreign faculties to KAU students
I allocate Rs.50 lakhs.'Minister said.
Prof. Alan Robson, Vice-Chancellor, Univer
sity of Western Australia (UWA) said that
the launch of the new courses timely. 'All

Minister, Prof. Robson and Vice-Chancellor

at the inaugural ceremony

countries in the world are facing unusual
weather conditions. As our planets warms,
we are seeing these climate extremes more
frequently. The consequences will be
devastating. It is therefore imperative to
adapt to climate change in agriculture and
allied sectors to minimise the impacts.
Around the world there are only a few
technical persons in this arena. Definite

policies in this branch of study and
experts in this field are urgently required.
By the coHaboration of UWA and KAU
we form a platform for realising these
objectives'- Prof. Robson pointed out.
K.R. Viswambharan, Vice-Chancellor,-KAU
while welcoming the gathering elaborated
on the relevance of the course and new ini

tiatives of KAU. Rajaji Mathew Thomas,
MLA in his presidential address explained
the motive behind KAU's decision to start

innovative academic programmes. Message
from Mullakkara Retnakaran, Minister for
Agriculture wa^ read out in his absence.
P.C.Chacko MP, Prof. C. Raveendranath
MLA, Kadambote Siddique, Director
(Institute of Agriculture-UWA), Peter Forby
(Marketing Director-Australia, India) and
Dr.GSHLV Prasada Rao, (Course Director)
spoke. Dr. C.B.Manomohan (Registrar,
I^U) proposed vote of thanks.








