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Popularise Poison free
farming: Minister

. brids of Oicumber
gourd Developed

Perturbed by the predo
minance of pesticide residues
in vegetables, Minister for
Agriculture and KAU Pro-
Chancellor K.P. Mohanan

advocated a public campaign to
revive homestead vegetable
gardens and promote chemical
free farming in Kerala.

Addressing a conclave of
scientists at KAU HQ on 12 May
2012, he said that Public should
be educated about the results of
residual analysis in vegetables.

'Majority of the vegetables
flooding Kerala Markets are not
produced in the state and the
content of hazardous chemical in

them are alarmingly high. Even the
most commonly used items like
curry leaves are found very
dangerous. Each KAU research
station should adopt adjoining
village and promote homestead
forming' The Minister said.

K.R.Jyotilal IAS, Acting Vice-
Chancellor stressed on

collective efforts to make KAU's
presence felt. 'Research should
be result oriented and
technologies should be
technoeconomically feasible.

Agri Minister K.P.Mohanan and
Vice-Chancellor K.R. Jyotilal IAS

addressing the scientists

Quality of breed should be matched
by quality of management. Colla
borative efforts with industrial

units will be initiated to popularise
farm machinery and implements.'
Vice-Chancellor said.

The meet discussed ongoing--
research programmes, results
achieved, problems confronted and
possible solutions proposed.
Dr. Sverup John, Dean (Agri.);
Dr. M. Sivaswamy, Dean (Agri. Engg);
Dr. T.R. Gopalakrishnan, Director
of Research; Dr. RV. Ba[achandran,
Director of Extension; Dr. P.K.
Asokan, Director of Academic;

Dr. Sajan Kurien, Director of Plan
ning; Associate Deans, Associate
Directors and all heads of stations

in KAU participated.

^ Gynoec'tbus F, hybrids of
Cucjmbbr^Hybrids of Bitter gourd,
and three bacterial resistantTomato

lines developed by KAU scientists
have been recommended for large
scale farm trial under polyhouses in
Farmers fields at Palakkad and

Trichur districts.These hybrids will
be released for farmers' use after

successful completion of farm trials.

The recommendations were

made by 34'^ ZREAC meeting
of the Central Zone conducted

at RARS, Pattambi on 18.5.2012.
The meeting chaired by Dr. T.R.
Gopalakrishnan, Director of Rese
arch was inaugurated by Sri. K. K.

Chandran, Additional Director
of Agriculture, Kerala. Dr. P.V.
Balachandran, Director of Exten
sion, KAU, delivered special
address and Dr. I. johnkutty.ADR
(CZ) welcomed the gathering.

The Cucumber hybrids
developed by Dr. Pradeepkumar.T,
is suited for Polyhouse culti
vation, which is set to gain
momentum in the state with the

construction of 3000 polyhouses
envisaged in the current state
budget. It is also expected that
F| hybrid seeds can be produced
at a cheaper rate affordable

(cont'd on page 3)

Weed Scientists' Meet:

MR Calls for Bio Control measures

P.C.Chacko MP exhorted weed

scientisfs to evolve effective
measures to arrest environmental

degradation and intolerable
contamination of water bodies due

to herbicide residual effects.

Inaugurating the biennial
Conference of Indian Society of
Weed Science (ISWS) at KAU the
MP suggested that biocontrol

KAU Helps Pokkali Farmers Win National Award
Plant Genome Saviour

Community National award has
been conferred upon Pokkali
Rice farmers of Kerala, thanks to
the efforts of KAU. The award,
consisting of Rs. 10 lakhs and a
citation, instituted by PPV&FR
Authority, Govt. of India was
received by the representatives
of pokkali farmers and KAU on
Jl May2012.

The national award is a

reward for the collective efforts

of Pokkali' farmers and KAU
Scientists in conservation and

sustainable utilisation of Pokkali
germplasm and the registration
and protection of Pokkali rice as
a Geographical Indication. Rice
Research Station, Vytilla and IPR
Cell of KAU pioneered the cause
with technical support and
nomination of this unique farming
system for the award.

Director of Research, KAU, Pokkali
farmers and KAU IPR Cell Convenor
with Prof. M.S. Swaminathan and
Dr. Charan- Das Mahant, Union

Minister of State at the award ceremony

Pokkali, the most gifted saline
tolerant rice variety from Kerala,
has been recognised by IRRI,
Manila as the unique donor of
Sal Tol gene.

The Pokkali tract represents

the low lying coastal saline areas
where no other type of agriculture
would ordinarily be possible due
to perennial problems of salinity.

high acidity and submergence.
Traditional practices coupled with
research inputs and technological
support extended by KAU's Rice
Research Station, Vyttila helped
sus.tenance of cultivation in this
tract. KAU's IPR cell obtained

Gl registration for the variety.

The tall statured traditional

pokkali varieties with a duration of
120 days under organic farming
produce medium bold grains of
red rice with an average yield
of 2.0 to 3.0 tons/ha. Pokkali
varieties possess great medicinal
properties due to the high content
of Iron, Zinc, PotassitmT and antio-
xidants (oryeanol, tocopherol,
tocotrienol etc). Many researchers,
within and outside India, have been
keen on pokkali varieties, their
germplasm and characteristics.

P.C. Chacko MP Inaugurates
ISWS Biennial Convention

measures should be evolved,

practiced and popularized.

Dr.T.V. Muniyappa, ISWS
President, presided. Dr. Sushi!
Kumar, Secretary, ISWS; Dr.
T.R. Gopalakrishnan, Director
of Research. KAU; Dr. P.V.

Balachandran, Director of Exten

sion,KAO; Dr. A.R.Sharma, Dire
ctor, DWSR, Jabalpur and Dr. C.T.
Abraham.Vice President, ISWS &
Associate Dean, CoH participated.
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Academic Council. Agro
processing workshop. Faculty
status for Forestry,. Annual
meet on Arid Legumes, Reading
week.
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Academic awards. Seed Vending
Device, awards & recognitions.
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Visit to High-Tech farms.
Appreciation for achievers, rFS
Model farming,Human garden.
Weed Control meet and Mat

nursery production.








