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(Orthoptera : Tettigonidae) INJURING PADDY EARHEADR IN KERALA

Adult- and nymph> of C«iio-et>h"lt4s
\$lidus Kedt,, were observed to damage
I the unemerged paddy panicles by biting
I and feeding on them in the Agricultural

College Farm, Vellayani, in February
]967. The grasshopper made elongated
cuts on the sheath enveloping the tender
panicle and drew out through them the
rachii and florets outwards. (Fig. !}•
They also fed on the tender sweet florets.
The insert was found to be active in the
early morning hours.

The adult (Fig. 2) is a long-horned grass-
hopper about 55 mm long with green fore-
wings and body. Oth3r species of ^onoce-
pha us recorded as pests of rice include C.
niliduUs Scop, noted as a foliage feeder
in Africa {Morstatt 1913), C. saltator
Sauss feeding on grains of hill rice in the
Windward Island (Fumdh 1948) and C.

fascia tus Deg. repoited from Texas
(Bowline 1962), This is the first tim<? H.
pillidus is observed as injuring rice.

The authors are g r a t e f u l to the Director,
Zoological Survey of India, Calcutta, for
the identification of the grass-hopper.
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