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IN VITROPROPAGATION OF ROSE CV. FOLKLORE
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College of Agriculture, Vellayani 695 522, Trivandrum, India

Abstract : Surface sterilisation, stage of explant, media for culture establishment and multiple shoot
induction were standardised for in vitro propagation of rose cv. Folklore. Treatment with mercuric
chloride 0.08% for 12 min was found to be optimum for the surface sterilisation of axillary bud
explants. Axillary buds excised four days after flower opening, having 10 cm length, exhibited the
best response in culture establishment. The Murashige and Skoog (MS) basal medium supplemented
with benzyl aminopurine (BAP) 2.5 mg I'' + 2.4 dichlorophenoxy acetic acid (2,4-D) 0.5 mg |' was
found to be the suitable medium for culture establishment. The best combination for multiple shoot
induction was MS basal medium supplemented with kinetin 20 mg I'' + gibberellic acid (GA,) 1.0

mg .
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INTRODUCTION

In vitro culture of higher plants under serile
conditions has shown spectacul ar devel opment
over the past three decades resulting in the
production of viable plants of many species.
Traditionally most of the ornamental Rosa
species have been propagated by budding.
Budding is dow and cumbersome. Tissue
culture propagation offers many advantages
over the conventional method. It offers a
method to increase valuable genotypes rapidly
and expedite the release of improved varieties.
In general, three main routes of in vitro propa-
gation are available, namely, enhanced release
of axillary buds, somatic organogenesis and
somatic embryogenesis.  In the present study,
attempts were made to standardise the culture
conditions for the in vitro establishment of
rose plantlets by enhanced release of axillary
buds.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Axillary bud explants were collected from pot
grown plants of rose cv. Folklore. The surface
sterilisation of the explant was standardised
using mercuric chloride as the sterilant with
different concentrations (0.06, 0.08 and 0.10)
and time of treatment (6, 12 and 18 min.).

The surface sterilisation was carried out under
aseptic conditions in a laminar air flow
cabinet. The most suitable stage of the axillary
bud explant for in vitro culture establishment
was identified by taking axillary buds at sx
defined physiological stages namely, vege-
tative stage, flower bud stage, day of flower
opening and two, four and six days after
flower opening.

To find out the most suitable supplements for
initial culture establishment, a trial was
conducted with four levels (1.0, 15, 2.0 and
25mg 1" of cytokinin (BAP), in combination
with four levels (0.25, 0.50, 0.75 and 1.00 mg
1"y of auxin 2,4-D or NAA and BAP in
combination with four levels (0.5, 1.0, 1.5 and
20 mg 1) of gibberellin (GA,) on MS basa
medium (Murashige and Skoog, 1962).
Standard procedure (Gamborg and Shyluck,
1981) was followed for the preparation of the
media. The pH of the media was adjusted to
5.8 before adding agar at 70 g I''. In order to
standardise the suitable hormone supplements
for early and enhanced rdesse of axillary
buds, an experiment was conducted with four
levels (0.5, 1.0, 15 and 20 mg 1) of
BAP/kinetin adone and in combination with
four levels (0.25, 050, 0.75 and 1.99 mg |'")
of GA,. Microshoots measuring 1.5 to 2.0 cm,
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separated from the initial culture, were used as
explants for induction of multiple shoots. The
observations were recorded on days to initiate
multiple shoot, percentage of cultures with
multiple shoots and number of shoots/ culture.

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

The results of the experiment conducted on
surface dterilisation showed that the treatment
with mercuric chloride 0.08 per cent for 12
min was the best showing higher survival of
83 per ceant.

The physiological stage of axillary bud was
found to have dgnificant role in the initial
culture establishment in terms of days to bud
break, percentage of bud bresk and length of
shoot, three weeks after culture. Buds collected
four days after flower opening showed early
bud break (4.44 days), highest bud break
(83%) and maximum shoot length (1.95 cm)
three weeks after culture. This may be due to
the fact that the buds below the apex that are

suppressed due to apical dominance get
stimulated with the harvest of flower and
attained the maximum physiological activity
on the fourth day. Poor response was shown
by the explants collected from vegetative
shoot. However, Mederos and Rodriguez
(1987) reported early shoot growth in buds
excised from vegetative shoot and shoots of
flower bud stage.

Among the different treatment combinations
tried to find out the most suitable hormone
supplements for initia culture establishment,
the best response was observed in MS medium
supplemented with BAP25mg 1'' + 24-D 05
mg I' (Table 1). In this combination, early
bud break (four days) and higher percentage of
bud bresk (80) was observed. The stimulatory
effect of 24-D and cytokinin had been
reported in Dactylils glomerata and Festuca
sop. (Dae, 19778) and Lolium multiflorium
(Dale, 1977b). Although in a number of
plants it has been established that cytokinin
can induce shoot formation and auxin can
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Table 2. Effect of BAP, kinetin and in combination with GA, on shoot proliferation (cv. Folklore)
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