Rice sees biggest fall
with 21.5% decline
over year-ago period

OURBUREAU

New Delhi,january 18 .

A significant fall in sowing in Gu-
jarat, Maharashtra, West Bengal
and Rajasthan has affected wheat
and other crops, bringing the over-
all area under rabi crops down by
nearly 5 per cent to 588 lakh hec-
tares (lh), according to data re-
leased by the Agriculture Ministry
on Friday. The total area cultivated
in the corresponding week in 2017-
18 was around 618 1h, it showed.

Rice reported the maximum
shortfallin cultivation. Theareaun-
derrice is about 21.5 per cent lower
than the same period last year, due
toa dropinrice cultivationinTamil
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.

Wheat cultivation, on the other
hand, reported a2.5-per cent deficit
as compared to last year. As against
an area of around 304 lh sown in
201718, theareaunderwheat cultiv-
ation is around 296 lh, mainly be-
cause of drop in sowing in
droughthit Maharashtra and Gu-
jarat, as well as West Bengal.

There is nearly a10-per cent drop
in the sowing of gram, a major
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Rabi sowing down by 57

As you Sow... Rabi sowing till Jan 18, 2018 (in lakh hetares)
Crop 2017-18 201819 Crop 2017-18 2018-19
Wheat 303.87 29605  Jowar 3027 246
Rice 2284 1793  Maize 1562 1413
puses 1518 14901  Baly 743 123
Gram 10595 9540  Oilseeds 7920 7845
lentil. 1748 1685  Rapeseed&
Coarse cereals 54.18  46.66 mustard 66.77  68.66
Coarse cereals  54.18  46.0 e
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pulse crop of the rabi season. This
deficit has pulled down the overall
pulses area by over 5.5 per cent till
this week. As compared to the157.8-
lh covered in the corresponding
week in 2017-18, the pulse has been
grown onlyin 95lhso far.

Coarse cereals, too, are faring
badly, with an overall drop in area
of nearly 14 per cent. If the area un-
der jowar cultivation, at 24.6 1h, is
around 19 per cent lower than the
30.271h last year, maize is down by
9.5 percentto14 lh.

Mustard/rapeseed outlook

The only crop showing a positive
trend is mustard|/rapeseed, which
has reported around 3 per cent in-
crease in sowing, as compared to
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the corresponding period last year.
Even though the total oilseeds area
this year is down by almost 1 per
centcompared to lastyear, the area
under mustard/rapeseed has in-
creased to 68.66 lh from 66.771h in
the same period.

Among the States that have re-
ported a smaller area under oil-
seeds crops are Karnataka, Ra-
jasthan and Maharashtra.

Meanwhile, the cumulative wa-
ter storage in 91 reservoirs mon-
itored by the Central Water Com-
mission till Thursday remained at

- 7717 billion cubic metres, which is

the same as thelive storage in these
water bodies, reported during the
same week in the previous year, ac-
cording toa report.




