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For Jayasree, farming
Was a passion

MK;SuniIkumar
@timesgroup.com

Kochi: When Krishi Bhavan
officials at Chottanikkara de-
cided to introduce on-farm
production of vesicular arbus-
cular mycorrhizae (VAM) —an
eco-friendly method of avoid-
ing pests —on an experimental
basis, they hadmo.doubt about
the farmer who would will-
ingly be a part of the ex-
periment. For them,
Jayasree Un-
nikrishnan of Eru-
vely near Chottanik-
kara — who had won
the b¥st woman farm-
er award within Kri-
shi Bhavan limits
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Many of the workshops and

.on-field activities for farmers

in the area were conducted at
her farm. “She would grow all
types of vegetables, fruits and
paddy. She was involved in
other social activities in the
area,” said president of Chot-
tanikkara grama panchayat
Omana Sasi.
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efforts and involve-

ment in agriculture-related
activities were exemplary,”
said agricultural officer at Kri-
shi Bhavan in Chottanikkara
Bijumon Zachariah.

“She was the secretary of
Chottanikkara A-grade vege-
table cluster. She was also the
secretary of Vegmart, a mar-
ket operated by farmers in
Chottanikkara panchayat. Shé
won the best farmer award for
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Her husgband
Unnikrishnan is working in
Dubai. Jayashree was very ac-
tive as the office bearer of Sree
Bhoothanathavilasam NSS
Karayogam. She was also very
active in administrative com-
mittee of some of the temples
in the area,

While heading for Delhi on
Friday, Jayasree had told her
neighbours about the trip, said
Jithu, one of her neighbours.



