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OCCURRENCE OF COSMOPOLITES SORDIDUS (GERMAR)
AS AN INTERNAL BORER IN BANANA PEDUNCLES

An extensive tunnelling and brown rot of the internal tissues of the peduncle
of Nendran banana was noted in August 1984 at the Banana Research Station,
Kannara 680 652, Trichur. Examination of the rhizome revealed servere tunnelling
by the grubs. The tunnelling was noticed even inside the pseudostem for upto 1.5m
below the base of the peduncle. There was thus no indication of the grubs
reaching the peduncle directly from the rhizome through the pseudostem. On dis-
secting the peduncle, two pupae were recovered from which adults were bred out
(Plate 1). The affected bunch was almost fully wrapped up by dry banana Ieaves,
trash and straw. This is a usual practice followed by growers of the Nendran
variety to protect the developing fruit against sun scroching and bird damage and
also to ensure better fruit colour on ripening. It is possible that at high population
loads, the weevils took shelter within the shelter provided by covered bunch and
perhaps by an error of instinct, they might have oviposited on the peduncles.
The grubs emerging from such eggs might have tunnelled inside the peduncles.
The peduncle damage was recorded only in a single plant in the whole garden and
the phenomenon, therefore, appear to be quite unusual.

The authors are grateful to Dr. (Miss) Swaraj Ghai, Senior Systematic Ento-
mologist and Dr. V. V. Ramamurthy, Scientist, Department of Entomology, |.A.R.l,
New Delhi for identifying the insect specimen and also to the Associate Professor,
Banana Research Station, Kannara for providing facilities for conducting a survey
of the plant population in the station for assessing the extent of peduncle damage
by the weevil.
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