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OCCURRENCE OF SYNEGIA Sp. ON BETEL VINE

Synegia sp. (Geometridae: Lepidoptera) was noted for the first time as a
pest of betel vine at Trivandrum, Kerala State. The looper caterpillar was seen
feeding on the leaves causing large scale defoliation. The full grown caterpillar is
25 mm long and 3 mm broad and dark-green in colour with a line of white spots
on either side. It pupates in a fold of the betel leaf The moth is 40 mm acros
stretched wings and has a body length of 20 mm. It is yellow with orange-brown
spot on the wings. Yellowish green eggs are laid singly on the leaves and a life-
cycle is completed in 25 to 30 days during June— July.

The authors are grateful to the Director, Zoological Survey of India for the
identification of the insect.
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