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DUPLACHIONASPISDIVERGENS GREEN (DIASPIDAE : HEMIPTERA)
A PEST OF LEMONGRASS IN KERALA

Lemongrass is a valuable oil crop that is infested by very few insect
pests like borer, Chilotraea ceylonlca. During March - April, 1976 a severe
incidence of a white scale infesting leaves of the plant was observed in the
Agricultural College Farm, Vellayani. The scales are oval in shape with a cot-
tony appearance and measure 1.5 x 1.0 mm. The loci of infestation turned
brown around the scales and later coalesced with the nearby ones. In very
severe infestation the entire lamina was covered with scales. Later the infested
leaves turned pale brown. Wilting of affected leaves was also noticed.

Infestation was accompanied by infection with Helminthosporium sp.
causing leaf spot disease. Even though the infestation was severe during summer
months, the population subsided on the advent of monsoon showers. No pre-
vious record of the occurrence of D. divergent on lemongrass could be traced
in the literature.

The authors are grateful to the Zoological Survey of India for the
identification of the scale insect.
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