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MOSAIC DISEASE OF TRAGIA INVOLUCRATA, LINN.

During October 1975 a large number of the Tra&a involucrata Linn.
plants growing in the Pattambi Rice Research Station Campus were found to be
affected by a disease. The symptoms of the disease were light chlorotic patches
on the lamina of young and tender leaves. Later severe mottling developed
with the appearence of bright yellow patches alternating with green areas. In
advance stages, the entire lamina became chlorotic with vein-banding (Fig. 1). The
genera! growth of the plant was affected but the size of the lamina was reduced.

Attempts to transmit the disease by sap inoculations were not successful
But the disease could be easily transmitted to healthy plants by inarch grafting
and typical symptoms of the disease were evident in 18 to 20 days after graf-
ting on the newly formed leaves.

Seeds from the diseased plants were collected and sown in pots to
determine the seed-borne nature of the pathogen. The results were negative.
The disease was transmitted to healthy plants by white-fly (Bemisia sp.) and
the symptoms appeared within 21 days.

This is a new record of a virus disease of Tragia involucrata Linn.
Further studies on the host range of the virus and its identity are in progress.
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MOSAIC DISEASE OF INVOLUCRATA, LINN

Fig. I, A Healthy leaf - B Diseased leaves showing symptoms


